
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel
23 August 2009, about 60 miles offshore Curry County 

On a cruise from San Francisco north, on the Sea Princess, we entered Oregon waters at 
about 10:30 am, on August 23, 2009.  At about 11:35 am, while roughly 60 miles off 
Curry County – very near the coordinates shown on the photo below –  we saw a 
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel from the Promenade Deck of the ship, which is about 40 feet 
above sea level.  

Gilligan originally spotted the bird very close to the side of the ship.  Schmidt spotted 
the bird moments later at greater distance when it emerged from behind a wave.  Both 
observers obtained quality views but were not able to obtain identifying photographs.  
This report is based in part on observations recorded immediately afterward on video.  

We saw the classic form of a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, roughly the size of a Leach’s Storm-
Petrel – with which we are both familiar.  The bird was instantly separable from Leach’s 
because of (1) its broad white rump band, which wrapped around the flanks and 
apparently wrapped entirely around the underside (Gilligan did not observe the full 
underside), (2) shorter and broader wings compared to Leach’s, and (3) its tail appeared 
slightly rounded – very different from the deeply notched tail of a Leach’s Storm-Petrel.  
Its distinctive flight style – butterfly-like, rather than the darting and zig-zag style of a 
Leach’s – became apparent.  When the bird flew up from behind a wave, and again when 
it dove, its underside was entirely visible (Schmidt observation), showing a clear white 
band that apparently encircled the rump and vent.  We are aware that a Leach’s Storm-
Petrel may show a white rump patch that extends to include the flanks, but not that it 
could basically encircle the rump and vent.  We were not able to observe the placement 
of the feet.  

Viewing conditions were excellent with sunny skies but with winds in excess of 40 mph 
and rough seas.  We are confident of the identification.  
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