
Steller’s Eider

Your name: Isaac Denzer

Email: bartailedgodwit@peak.org

Bird 

identification:
Adult female Steller's Eider. One bird.

Date(s): 1/14/2018

Time of Day: 10:15 AM until 11:40 AM.

Location: Seaside cove, Clatsop county.

Lighting and 

Weather 

Conditions:

Good light, w/minimal amount of clouds in sky and almost no wind.

Details:

See photos for ID. When we first arrived the bird was seen far off in 

the proximity of a male White-winged Scoter. Both ducks were mostly 

preening and sleeping, I did not see either one dive. Soon after the 

eider flew straight towards the watching birders and landed in the 

water nearby. This time the bird was foraging frequently making many 

dives under the ocean's surface. The many surfers nearby did not 

seem to bother it.

Similar Species: See photos.

Anything else 

you want to 

add?:

Photos will be sent to the email address above.

Submitted On: 2018-01-16 00:16:20

IP Address: 206.125.86.26



Your name: Sally Hill

Email: 1sallyhill.9@gmail.com

Bird identi�cation: Steller's Eider

Date(s): January 13, 2018

Time of Day: 1:00 p.m.

Location: Seaside Cove, Seaside Oregon

Lighting and 
Weather 
Conditions:

Warm and sunny 60 degrees

Details: Reported earlier in the day. Found on the western edge of seaside 
cove not far from the surfers parking lot. 
Warm brown duck with square shaped head and faint eye ring. 
Large gray bill with long tail. Two wing bars. 
Observed diving frequently and in the company of surf scoters.

Similar Species: Common Eider has a different shaped head and has a speckled 
body. 
King Eider has a smaller head with a pale line behind the eye not 
present on this duck.
Spectacled Eider has a "goggle" on the eye and different shaped 
head and scaled back.

Submitted On: 2018-03-16 15:46:47

IP Address: 67.171.222.9



Steller’s Eider

Your name: Ken Chamberlain

Email: kjchamberlain@comcast.net

Bird 

identi�cation:

Steller's Eider, one individual, Female immature.

Date(s): 1/13/18

Time of Day: 16:10

Location: Seaside Cove, Clatsop County. Nearshore in surf with rocky substrate. The

bird range from 10-100 yards from rocky shoreline.

Lighting and 

Weather 

Conditions:

Clear, mild temperatures approx. 45 degrees, moderate offshore (East) 

wind, late afternoon winter light. Large surf

Details: The bird was observed for many minutes from about 40-150 yards with 

scope and binoculars, photos were also taken. It was actively feeding and 

diving not far from shore. It was very agile in surf. Occasionally it would 

move offshore and appeared to rest for a short period of time then resume 

feeding dives. There was some interaction with surf scoters. It was silent.

The bird was slightly smaller than the adjacent scoters. It was overall a 

dark brown duck with a prominent lighter tan colored eye ring. The head 

was blocky and dark, not uniform in color ranging from dark brown to mid 

tans, with a higher forehead tapering lower toward the rear. The bill was 

large and dark gray, The breast was faintly streaked. The tail was relatively 

long and remained in the water not held high.

There were two relatively thin white wing bars separating a speculum that 

was darker than the overall wing and bird feathers. The color of the 

speculum appeared to be bluish but was dif5cult to determine.



ebird: https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S41882290

Similar 

Species:

Easily compared to nearby Surf Scoters for size and coloration. The eye 

ring was distinctive, that and bill color, shape, and size size eliminated all 

the usually encountered ocean ducks, ie: Black, Surf and White-winged 

Scoters also Harlequin Duck. Distinguished from Long-tailed ducks by dark 

coloration and lack of any white feathers other than wing bars.

Anything else

you want to 

add?:

I am sending images to images@orbirds.org

Submitted 

On:

2018-03-14 00:51:17

IP Address: 98.246.203.95

! 



Steller’s Eider

Your name: Trent Bray

Email: avitours@aol.com

Bird identi�cation: Continuing Steller's Eider, probably female, found by A. Hinkle 1/13/18.

Date(s): 1/14/18

Time of Day: 7:20 a.m. - 8:20 a.m.

Location: South Sunset Cove.

Lighting and Weather Conditions: Clear skis & sun.

Details: Continuing Eider. Looks like a female Wood Duck on steroids. Dark brown, 

square head, large spoons bill, with white wing-bars.

Similar Species: Nothing is very similar.

Anything else you want to add?: Thanks Hinkle for 4nding this 4th OR. State record.

Submitted On: 2018-01-14 16:38:26

IP Address: 107.77.97.110
! 



Steller’s Eider

Your name: Isaac Denzer

Email: bartailedgodwit@peak.org

Bird 

identification:
Adult female Steller's Eider. One bird.

Date(s): 1/14/2018

Time of Day: 10:15 AM until 11:40 AM.

Location: Seaside cove, Clatsop county.

Lighting and 

Weather 

Conditions:

Good light, w/minimal amount of clouds in sky and almost no wind.

Details:

See photos for ID. When we first arrived the bird was seen far off in 

the proximity of a male White-winged Scoter. Both ducks were mostly 

preening and sleeping, I did not see either one dive. Soon after the 

eider flew straight towards the watching birders and landed in the 

water nearby. This time the bird was foraging frequently making many 

dives under the ocean's surface. The many surfers nearby did not 

seem to bother it.

Similar Species: See photos.

Anything else 

you want to 

add?:

Photos will be sent to the email address above.

Submitted On: 2018-01-16 00:16:20

IP Address: 206.125.86.26



Steller’s Eider

Your name: David S. Irons

Email: llsdirons@msn.com

Bird identification: Steller's Eider, one bird, presumed immature female.

Date(s): 01-13-18

Time of Day: 10:15AM–11:45AM (we had the bird in almost continuous view for the 

duration of this 1.5hour span of time) Saw it again briefly in fading light 

about 4:45pm.

Location: "The Cove" at the northeast base of Tillamook Head at the extreme 

south end of Seaside, Clatsop County, Oregon. The bird was just 

offshore in the open ocean adjacent a rocky boulder/cobble beach.

Lighting and Weather 

Conditions:

Mostly cloudless skies, fairly bright morning sun. Winds were light and 

the ocean was comparatively calm. The sun brightness and angle 

improved over the course of this observation revealing more color in 

the bird's plumage.

Details: This bird was discovered and correctly identified as a female/immature 

type Steller's Eider by Adrian Hinkle and Em Scattaregia at approx. 

9:00AM on the date of this sighting. We received a call from Adrian 

and immediately drove from near Hillsboro, Oregon to Seaside, 

arriving at approx. 10:15. I put up a spotting scope in the surfers 

parking lot about 400-500 meters from where the bird had been 

reported and rather quickly spotted it on the water. The combination of 

size (smaller than a nearby Surf Scoter), overall dark dusky-looking 

coloration, two white wing bars and a halo of white around the eye, 

along with a very squarish head shape made this bird instantly 

recognizable even from this considerable distance. 



From there, we made our way out the cobble beach to within maybe 

fifty yards of where the bird was sitting on the water. Over the next 90 

minutes we had the bird in almost constant view, except when it dove 

for food, which it did repeatedly. I studied with my 7X binocular and 

took many photos in a variety of light conditions. It was never more 

than maybe 100 meters away and was at times as close as 30 meters, 

always staying in same small area as it dove and fed. 

From closer range, the bird was maybe 80-85% the size of a Surf 

Scoter in direct side-by-side comparisons. Depending on the light it 

looked almost blackish to deep dark chocolate brown (in good sun). 

The bill was unlike that of other eiders and scoters in that it showed no 

knob or protrusion on the base and it lacked any variation in color. It 

was a sturdy bill, fairly long and thick, all-dark, sort of sooty gray and in

shape was suggestive of an oversized Aythya bill. The line from the 

base of the bill to the tip following the culmen was pretty straight with 

only the slightest bit of concavity. Near the tip it was as though the 

maxilla had flap-like extensions that overhung the mandible giving the 

tip of the bill the look of well-worn and down-curved bill of a farmer's 

ball cap. I don't have any real good straight shots showing this shape, 

but I believe Owen Schmidt and others got photos showing this 

feature. 

The head shape was very boxy, with a steeply-sloped forehead, a 

slightly peaked fore crown, a very flat crown overall and very squared 

off hind crown and nape, which is distinctive for this species. The head 

was uniformly dark and essentially the same color as the rest of the 

body. The only break in this color pattern was the somewhat diffuse 



and blurry pale cream-colored eyering, which varied in width and 

looked ever so slightly broken in front of and behind the eye from some

angles. The top arc of the eyering was a bit wider than the bottom arc. 

While the bird was uniformly dark above the waterline, it did show two 

very crisp clean with wing bars bordering the slightly darker and 

blackish speculum. The upper wing coverts had narrow pale buffy-

brown margins that gave the coverts a slightly scaly look, which in 

most waterfowl is indicative of retained juvenile plumage. There was 

some pale cream to whitish spotting on the upper mantle and breast. 

These spots were quite small and not always readily noticeable, but 

they can be seen in most of my photos. 

As mentioned above, the bird dove and fed repeatedly while we 

watched it. As it dove we could see the tail, which extended out sort of 

like a Ruddy Duck's tail. It was fairly square across the tip and the 

rectrices looked a bit worn and spiked on the tips, another indicator of 

young age (per Reeber). We could also see some white on the 

underwing as it dove, but it was tough to see exactly which tracts of 

feathers were white.

Similar Species: Female White-winged Scoter -- Given the size comparison alone it was

clearly not this species, as this bird was considerably smaller than a 

Surf Scoter, which is slightly smaller than White-winged Scoter. A 

female White-winged Scoter has two large whitish patches on the face,

a broad and solid white wing patch and longer bill that usually shows a 

noticeable pinch near the tip and slightly hooked tip to the maxilla. This

bird showed none of these features. Also, White-winged Scoter does 

not have the overhanging flaps near the tip of the maxilla. 



Female Surf Scoter -- Shows no white in the wing, also has two white 

patches on the face is larger than the reported species, as noted in 

direct comparisons with adult male, young male, and female Surf 

Scoters. 

Female Harlequin Duck -- Although closer in size than the scoters, 

female Harlequins have a very rounded head shape, two well-defined 

whitish face patches and much shorter and smaller triangular shaped 

bill. Harlequin Ducks also show no white in the wing. 

Female Black Scoter -- Close in size and generally uniform body color. 

However does not show any white in the wing and the head shows 

distinctive contrast between the dark crown and much paler grayish to 

gray-brown face. 

All adult male scoters are eliminated by the absence of color and 

protrusions on the bill and by the crisp white bars on the folded wing.

Anything else you 

want to add?:

This bird was seen and photographed by dozens of observers on 13 

and 14 January and was still being seen at dusk on the day this report 

was written. The general consensus has been that this is an immature 

female, but there is some ambiguity with regard to the age at which 

young birds can be reliably sexed. Based on what I can glean from 

Reeber's description of first-year male, this bird seems to better fit a 

female. I will include a couple of my better photos. I suspect that the 

committee will have many to choose from. If you need more, just ask.

Submitted On: 2018-01-15 04:44:01

IP Address: 24.20.126.129



Your name: Jack Williamson

Email: jack.williamson.jr@gmail.com

Bird 

identi�cation:

Female Steller's Eider

Date(s): March, 10, 2018

Time of Day: 0830 - 1000

Location: Seaside Cove, Clatsop County, Oregon

Lighting and 

Weather 

Conditions:

Clear skies, no wind, calm seas, unseasonably warm temperatures 50+ 

degrees Fahrenheit

Details: Brownish color on top and below, white underwing, stout bluish-gray bill, 

greater wing coverts tipped white, square head, pale lores and white 

eye-ring

Anything else 

you want to 

add?:

The following link to photos will be sent to images@orbirds.org 

http://www.jack-n-jill.net/p52703033

The download password is "Seaside Cove Eider"

Please use any image you think are helpful

Submitted On: 2018-03-13 01:46:35

IP Address: 173.239.195.58

Photos were taken March 10 at Seaside Cove




































