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Bird identification

Red-legged Kittiwake, one (1), adult, non-breeding plumage, dead

Date(s)

March 5, 1999

Time of Day

Unknown

Location

Found on the North Spit of Coos Bay, Coos County, Oregon. The specimen was recovered during surveys for birds 
impacted by the M/V New Carissa oil spill. The beach segment where the bird was recovered extended from the 
mouth of Coos Bay to approximately 2.9 miles north of the mouth of Coos Bay where the M/V New Carissa ran 
aground on February 4, 1999.

Lighting and Weather Conditions

Unknown

Details

The bird was found dead during surveys for birds impacted by the M/V New Carissa oil spill. A relatively small gull 
with a yellow bill and coral-red legs and feet, which is a unique combination of features for a North American gull. 
The identification was made shortly after collection in the bird morgue, and the only photo taken of the specimen 
(submitted separately) clearly shows the bill color and leg/foot color. The photo reveals that the specimen was 
dirty/sandy, and the examination at the time of collection noted that the bird was heavily oiled, thus perhaps 
masking some features. The photo shows hints of black wing tips and gray underwings, but is not particularly 
revealing of those features. The photo appears to show some dark smudging around the eye. The lack of a black tip
to the bill indicates that it was in its second year of life and the collection in March further indicates it was a non-
breeding adult.

Similar Species



The bird was similar to the numerous Black-legged Kittiwakes that also were recovered during beach surveys, but 
the coral-red legs are distinctive for Red-legged Kittiwake. Although Red-legged Kittiwake has a shorter and thicker 
bill than Black-legged Kittiwake, and has a darker mantle, I do not recall making those comparisons at the time. The
only photo taken of the specimen (submitted separately) does not help significantly with the bill length and does 
not show the mantle. The photo shows hints of black wing tips and gray underwings, rather than white underwings
as in Black-legged Kittiwake, but is not particularly revealing of those features.

Anything else you want to add?

The specimen was collected by Steven Holt with Turnstone Environmental Consultants as part of contracted beach 
surveys for birds impacted by the M/V New Carissa oil spill. The specimen was brought to the bird morgue as part 
of routine spill response operations and was identified by Jim A. Collins, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and Theodore T. Buerger, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The bird was noted as being emaciated and heavily oiled. 
The following suggest that the Red-legged Kittiwake specimen had not been on the beach for more than about 1 
day: 1) examination revealed the specimen was not scavenged, 2) the specimen was in relatively good condition, 
and 3) a survey of the same transect where the specimen was recovered was very likely completed the day before 
on March 4, 1999.







RLKI-1999-13 (Red-legged Kittiwake)
1st Round Vote — July 28, 2019

Accepted:  9
Not Accepted: 0

Accepted, verified:
No comments

No comments

Diagnostic photo; specimen in good shape, no reason to doubt it made it to Oregon on its own 
wings before succumbing to whatever killed it.

It would have been nice to have some measurements, and the evidence tag removed so as to 
better see the plumage. The yellow bill and red legs and feet are apparent, based on this I don't 
know what else it could be. The bill looks large to ma but may be the angle of the head.

The photo clearly shows a deceased Red-legged Kittiwake per the red legs and small bill. The 
issue of provenance, which deservedly comes up often in regard to dead birds found on the 
beaches of Oregon, does not bother me for this report. 

I really don't like accepting records of birds found dead. No Oregon birder would put this bird on 
their list. However, I realize that's a minority opinion, and I won't waste the committee's time by 
rejecting the record.

No comments

No comments

Photograph shows distinguishing characteristics of an adult RLKI with the namesake leg color 
and plain yellow bill.

The relatively short yellow bill and red legs confirm the identification as a Red-legged Kittiwake.


