
YOUR NAME Rick Vetter

YOUR EMAIL Cotingas@gmail.com

BIRD IDENTIFICATION
One Prothonotary Warbler, adult plumage. Even the though the head 
was bright yellow overall at a glance the bit of dull yellow head indicates
a likely female. 

DATE(S) OF 
OBSERVATION

September 20, 2022

TIME OF DAY 3:20 PM

LOCATION

Roaring Springs Ranch Headquarters small pond on east side of Hwy 
205 about 13 miles south of Frenchglen. The pond is not grazed and 
has abundant riparian vegetation, grass, sedges. shrubs and small 
trees. Trees include and young Aspen Russian olive ( a tree species 
which I have documented 21 species of birds eating the fruit. Limited 
controlled amounts of this tree in the west are important source of food 
for many birds) several snags exist in the pond to round out the diversity
of vegetative habitat. Aside from ponds and springs on Malheur NWR 
and Page Springs this is one of the best riparian habitats with easy 
viewing from the road. Temperature about 70 and dropping as an 
afternoon storms developed. 

LIGHTING AND WEATHER
CONDITIONS

Cloudy with lightning and thunder along the cliffs in the background. 
Scattered rain in the distance. 

DETAILS

A large warbler with a plain bright yellow head with a prominent black 
eye with blue gray wings and bold white undertail coverts. The bird was 
actively feeding in Aspen trees and riparian shrubs and perching in 
snags in the center of the pond. No vocalizations. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
PRIOR EXPERIENCE 
WITH THIS SPECIES?

Yes, back east in western NY where I grew up and once at Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge in 1998

SIMILAR SPECIES
Blue winged and prairie warblers are the only warblers that are vaguely 
similar but they have white wing bars as one profound difference. 

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS? Yes

Thank you for submitting 
your sighting to the 
Oregon Bird Records 
Committee! Is there 
anything else you would 
like to add?

I suggested to the group that we stop for 10 min to check the pond out 
since it has such great habitat for birds. I spotted this bird in a snag in 
the middle of the pond in the <rst minutes of birding right after a red 
shouldered hawk =ew from a nearby powerpole. A great day after 
watching the male black-throated blue warbler at Fields. 
Others with me were Joan Suther, Janet Braymen, and Sheran Wright.
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PROW-2022-09 (Prothonotary Warbler)
1st round vote — December 8, 2022

Accepted: 9
Not Accepted: 0

Accepted, veri�ed

Excellent photos.

What a phenomenal bird! Good documentation too.

Good diagnostic photos.

Very nice photos of  a Prothonotary Warbler. I cannot rule out the possibility that it is the same bird as 
PROW-2022-10, found about 30 miles north about 3 weeks later. However, lacking clear evidence that it 
is the same bird, I am in favor of  accepting as a separate record. 

The video and the photographs adequately eliminate other warbler species.

No comments

A slam dunk Prothonotary Warbler! Great documentation and excellent descriptions. 

No comments

Very well-documented female or immature Prothonotary Warbler.

Great photos! Possibly the same bird as the Roaring Springs Ranch bird?

Fantastic photos of  a stunning bird. No doubt in identi8cation.


