
YOUR NAME Diana Byrne

YOUR EMAIL dianab97110@gmail.com

BIRD IDENTIFICATION Plumbeous Vireo, 1 bird

DATE(S) OF 
OBSERVATION Sep. 5, 2022

TIME OF DAY 1:10 PM

LOCATION
Harney County, Page Springs Campground, campsite #27. In a thicket of
bushes and deciduous trees that are near the small creek that runs 
along the east edge of Page Springs CG.

LIGHTING AND 
WEATHER CONDITIONS Sunny, clear blue sky, 90 degrees F, slight breeze

DETAILS

Thick, dark gray / black bill with slight hook on the end. Dark eye with 
white eye-ring and spectacles (white extending across face above top 
of bill). Dark gray head and back that were both the same color. White 
underside of body including white chin area. Light gray legs and feet. 
Feathers on folded wings were black with white edges. Black tail with 
narrow white edge at end of tail. Most striking impression was that it 
looked like a black-and-white photo.
It did not vocalize.
It was moving around in the mid-to-upper branches of the trees, 
probably feeding.

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
PRIOR EXPERIENCE 
WITH THIS SPECIES?

Yes, I have seen one Plumbeous Vireo at Page Springs Campground on 
September 22, 2020, https://ebird.org/checklist/. I have also seen a 
Plumbeous Vireo on a nest with young near Fort Collins, Colorado on 
June 24, 2017.

SIMILAR SPECIES

The bird to rule out is Cassin's Vireo. I have seen Cassin's Vireos at least
20 times in Oregon and they impress me as being more greenish on the
back and less white on the underside. Cassin's Vireo should have more 
greenish edges on the wing feathers (instead of the white edges that 
this bird had). Also, this bird had a uniform color (dark gray) on the 
head and back, while Cassin's Vireo should have more difference in 
tone between head color and back color.

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS? Yes
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PLVI-2022-22 (Plumbeous Vireo)
1st round vote — December 8, 2022

Accepted: 8
Not Accepted: 1

Accepted, verified
The bird looks solidly, uniformly gray on top, with only the faintest hint of  a yellowish wash to the flanks.
The secondary edges look good for Plumbeous, too, lacking the strong yellowish-green color typical for 
Cassin's Vireo.

This looks like a solid Plumbeous Vireo to me. No yellow or olive coloration anywhere, nice whiteish 
edging to the secondaries and tertials, and clean gray head and back are all indicative of  Plumbeous. 
Even the drabbest Cassin's should have olive edging to the secondaries. The developing pattern of  
occurrence at this location in fall really makes me think that there is an undiscovered sizeable chunk of  
breeders in the relatively under-birded drainages of  the Steens. Fun to see Plumbeous back at Page 
Springs after a year hiatus.

The photos are of  high quality and help verify that a Plumbeous Vireo was seen. The bird has a 
relatively large bill, clean white underparts, white spectacles around the eyes, a dark gray head and back, 
and white feather edges on the primaries. These field marks help eliminate both Blue-headed Vireo and 
Cassin's Vireo.

Known to be at this location for several years.

Great photos. They look good for a juvenile Plumbeous Vireo. Plumbeous Vireos have been found at 
Page Springs in August/September in four of  the past five years. Clearly, they are breeding somewhere in
that general area, and seemingly coming down to that part of  the Blitzen River once young birds have 
fledged. Pattern of  occurrence aside, the grayish hues on the upperparts, lacking any bluish or greenish 
notes, along with the white underparts and lining to the remiges, help rule out a first year Cassin's Vireo. 

I see no green or yellow

Good photos. Back and head color match. Gray edges to secondaries.

The Page Springs location lends credence to this report, but on the other hand we need to be careful not 
to be more willing to support a PLVI identification simply because it is from a location where the species 
has occurred previously. I am generally very conservative when it comes to PLVI reports in Oregon, but 
the photos of  this bird do seem to show a strictly gray-and-white individual with wing feather edgings 
that appear entirely white without any hint of  greenish or yellowish. The bill also looks fairly hefty and 
shrike-like in the first photo. I’d be curious to hear others’ thoughts on what’s going on with the molt of  
this bird. The flight feathers appear nice and fresh, but some coverts seem missing or out-of-place, and 
the body feathering looks quite scraggly. According to the Birds of  the World accounts, both Plumbeous 
and Cassin’s Vireos on 5 September should have very freshly molted flight feathers and would most likely
have freshly molted body plumage, although they could still be undergoing body molt (especially for 
Plumbeous). For birds that are all the way molted, theoretically this means that fall birds should have 
bright clean colors and thus be easier to identify than the birds in the spring, when worn Cassin’s can 
look very dull and thus quite similar to Plumbeous. But if  a bird is still in body molt things presumably 
become harder. I’m going to vote in favor of  this being a Plumbeous, but look forward to others’ 
thoughts.

Nice photos in a known location for this species. Photos rule out Cassin's.



Not Accepted
While this seems a good candidate for Plumbeous Vireo, I have enough doubt that I'd like to see it go a 
second round. This could be a very pale Cassin's Vireo, or even an intergrade Plumbeous/Cassin's. 
Photos can be misleading, but in some of  the photos there appears to be a slight greenish tinge to the 
secondary edges, and a slight yellowish wash to the vent. The status of  Plumbeous Vireo in Oregon is not
well known, so I think we need to be extra careful in evaluating these records.



PLVI-2022-22 (Plumbeous Vireo)
2nd round vote — March 1, 2023

Accepted: 8
Not Accepted: 1

Accepted, verified
My thoughts on this report have not changed. See first round comments. 

I continue to believe that the plumage details in the photos adequately eliminate other species of vireos 
including Cassin's Vireo.

This bird does look good overall, but I do have slight hesitation based on the photos as noted by Craig. If I 
squint, there may be a slight hint of yellowish tones on the secondary edges and perhaps on the flanks and 
vent area, but I'm not convinced this coloration is actually present and not a photographic artifact or 
reflection of greenish-yellow from the greenery in the tree it is perched in. I also agree we should be 
cognizant of the possibility of hybrids from this particular location. Overall though I think the suite of field 
marks is pretty convincing for Plumbeous Vireo.

Although I do appreciate being conservative in regard to PLVIs in Oregon, I feel there's enough here to 
eliminate a CAVI. Per the fleshy gape, this bird appears to be in its first year. I'd expect a similarly aged CAVI 
to show some yellowish/greenish tones throughout, especially on the upperparts. This individual is solidly 
gray above, with white linings to the remiges. 

no change, I do not see anything that indicates Cassin

Photos look good for a first fall PLVI. Great descriptions and comparison to CAVI. I can't make out any 
green/yellow hues anywhere on this bird. 

No comments

Good photos. Back and head color match. Gray edges to secondaries when vireos are at their brightest. I just
can't make this into a Cassin's.

I am changing my Not Accepted vote in the first round to Accepted in this 2nd round. My concern was the 
yellowish tint apparent on the vent and feather edgings in photo 22b. However, all the other photos show 
these features as pure white. I now believe the tint is likely a consequence of reflected light rather than a 
true feather color. 

See first round comments

Not Accepted
After reading [another committee member's] comments and taking another close look at the photos, I am 
no longer entirely sure that this is an undisputed Plumbeous Vireo. In some of the photos, I can see a 
yellowish-olive tinge to the undertail, the lower flanks, and - most disturbingly - to the secondary edges. By 
increasing the saturation of the photos, this became even more obvious. I'm not sure if the yellowish tinges 
represent the actual coloration or might be due to camera distortion or reflection of foliage, but even though
the images overall look pretty god for Plumbeous, this raises sufficient doubt in my mind. I am not sure we 
can safely rule out a very pale, washed-out Cassin's Vireo. 


