










Masked Booby record MABO-2021-04 – later changed to Nazca Booby NABO-2021-04  

 

 

Sequence of events  — December 24, 2021 

 

Bird is discovered by Autumn Watson, who is working at the Asiatico restaurant in Newport 

behind the crabbing piers. Autumn takes a few photos and a short video of the bird (included in 

this record) and calls her friend Fran Recht. 

 

Four hours later, Fran arrives and they catch up the bird, which bites Autumn’s hand fiercely in 

the process.  

 

Fran transports the bird to the Oregon Coast Aquarium across the bay. She alerts Wayne 

Hoffman to the bird’s presence. Wayne contacts me. 
 

I contact the aquarium for more information and receive a response from CJ McCarty, who says 

the bird is doing well and they are preparing to send it further south for release.  

 



NABO-2021-04 (Nazca Booby) 
1st round voting – March 2, 2022 
 
Accepted as Masked Booby: 0 
Accepted as Nazca Booby:  9 
Not Accepted:   0 
 
 
ACCEPTED AS NAZCA BOOBY 
I think this is pretty clearly an adult Nazca Booby. The photo from above shows a bill with a pinkish-orange base 
grading to a yellow tip, which is perfect for Nazca and not at all consistent with Masked. I can't make much of the 
central tail rectrices in the photos, but not sure this matters given the bill color. The only potential doubt 
concerning acceptance is how long the bird was sitting on a fishing boat before arriving in port (I'm assuming from 
the bird's location on the dock that it hitched a ride into port on a fishing boat, otherwise it would be an unusual 
place for a free-flying Booby hitting the coast to wind up). Given the time of year, it seems quite possible that the 
bird landed on the vessel well outside of Oregon waters and hitched a ride all the way to port. I suppose a lost 
Booby could also have alighted on the boat within Oregon waters. Either way, we can never know and do we even 
care how it got here? I assume we would if it was a Zebra Dove on a ship from Hawaii, but the situation is very 
different for pelagic bird species. Given the Committee does not appear to have an official position on ship-
assisted birds in general, it might be a good idea to come up with one. 
 
The color of the bill would seem to eliminate a Masked Booby. The orange and pinkish hues that are present, 
devoid of greenish tinged yellow, work much better for a Nazca and are diagnostic at this age. For what its worth, 
the images of the tail appear to show the suggestion of white on the central rectrix, but this fact plays second 
fiddle to the bill coloration.  
 
The reddish bill rules out Masked Booby, and along with white body and black wings is definitive for Nazca Booby. 
 
The photos and video show a bird with a bright orange bill, which is much more consistent with Nazca than with 
Masked Booby.  
 
The bill is orange with a pinkish base and a yellow tip. This is evident from the first video and subsequent photos. 
 
This bird has a bright orange bill, which strongly supports its identification as a Nazca Booby. In addition, the bird 
has fairly extensive white coloration in the central retrices, which is also a field mark supporting this bird's 
identification as a Nazca Booby. 
 
I am voting not to accept this as a Masked Booby, but to accept it as a Nazca Booby instead. I would request that 
our Secretary add to our official record a copy of the article and the two photos from the IBRC website before 
these disappear from the Internet, as they provide crucial documentation for our record. Not only did the IBRC 
staff identify the bird as a Nazca Booby, but the two excellent photos at their site clearly show a bird with a very 
orange-colored bill — easily orange enough to confirm it as a Nazca Booby by the criteria in Pyle 2020 (e.g. see 
Figs. 5 & 6). The orange bill color (with a yellower tip, consistent with Nazca) is also shown well in our photo (g) by 
observer Watson. In the video, the bill color alternates wildly frame-by-frame, with some frames showing plenty of 
orange and some showing none at all, indicating that the video quality is not high enough to be reliable. Color of 
the central retrices is also a field mark (Nazcas tend to be whiter than Maskeds; see Pyle 2020 Figs. 9 & 10), and 
our bird appears to be probably consistent with Nazca, but it is difficult to tell due to coverts overlaying the 
retrices and the fact that one central(?) retrix appears to be either molting or out of place. Citation: Pyle, P. 2020. 
Molt, age, and identification of the Masked and Nazca Boobies in California. Western Birds 51: 129-149.  
 
I really think this is a Nazca and not a Masked. I have seen neither species in the wild, and have only studied the 
identification of Boobies prior to doing research for this record for maybe 2 hours at the most. A quick search for 
Masked in Macaulay Library showed no individuals with bills as orangey as this individual's, however, the 



coloration is well within the expected variation for what I saw in Nazca. Similarly, the forehead seems to slope 
slightly down to meet the posterior end of the culmen, a field mark which, I think, favors Nazca. Then there's the 
question of provenance. Was this bird ship assisted? Like all potentially ship assisted birds I think it is hard to know 
with absolute certainty, and this case is no different. Evidence is suggestive that this bird came in on a boat but it 
seemed from the reports that none of the original observers actually knew for sure.  
 
Orangish bill color looks better for Nazca.  
 
 
 












