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Rare Bird Report for OBRC: Mountain Plover
Submitted by Diana Byrne 
diana.byrne@comcast.net

Bird Identification:
I saw a Mountain Plover on January 17, 2020 at noon.

The bird had the upright posture and friendly-looking face of a plover. It had a white 
belly, pale brown back and head, light supercilium, black bill, large black eyes, pinkish 
legs, black at end of its tail, and a light area on its face at the base of the bill. There was
a lighter, peachy-brown partial-ring around the nape of the neck. It was in non-breeding 
plumage. As it worked the wrack line along the beach, it would take several steps then 
freeze for a short time. I sat still on the sand, and it walked right past me, only about 10 
feet away. 

Similar species:
It was not a Pacific Golden-Plover or American Golden-Plover, as it didn’t have any 
spotting or barring on the chest and belly, and its coloring was not gray, but was very 
warm-brownish.
It was not a Black-bellied Plover, as its coloring was not gray, but was very warm-
brownish.
This Mountain Plover also appeared to be smaller than any of the three plovers 
mentioned above.

Other observers, date, time:
Steve Warner, of Seaside, first found the bird on January 16, 2020 (per OBOL report).

Location:
Necanicum River Estuary, on ocean beach on north side of Necanicum river, Gearhart, 
Clatsop County, Oregon.

ebird report: https://ebird.org/checklist/S63490702 





Your name

Beverly Hallberg

Email

bhallbergskloot@gmail.com

Bird identification

Saw a single Mountain Plover. No age, sex that I would know of. Non-breeding plumage.

Date(s)

January 16, 2020

Time of Day

1:45 pm until 2:15 pm

Location

Clatsop County, Gearhart spit, north of the river, south end in the wrack line. Walking about in the logs and 
seaweed in the high beach zone. Occasionally the plover joined the Sanderlings at the surf line but not for 
long. It always returned to the log area walking across the main beach.

Lighting and Weather Conditions

Cold, 30s temperatures, light drizzle followed by dry conditions. Winds about 8 mph from the southwest.

Details

At first I walked south along the wrack line past the location where we eventually found the plover. I met Bob
Webb from Seaside who was coming from the estuary side. After some discussion, he continued to walk 
north at the wrack line where I had just been and then I walked south to the end of the spit checking all 
around with my scope. Then I turned around and saw that Bob has found the plover where I had just been. I 
met up with him and we tracked it's movements north, then it flew west to the surf with the Sanderlings and 
then walked back east to the wrack line where we both got pictures. Then I left it alone going north on the 
beach side. It was occasionally feeding but mostly just making short walking motions and keeping it's eyes on 
us. At times it moved straight towards us. Seemed skittish though so I wanted to leave it alone to rest and 
feed without interference. No vocalization.

Similar Species



Golden Plovers would be the closest species. This Mountain Plover had a distinctive buffy color with clean 
white belly, white surrounding the eye and a small bill - all distinguish it from a Golden Plover. Legs were a 
pale pink buffy color.

Anything else you want to add?

Steve Warner found and id'd the bird around 11:30 am. Mike Patterson followed about an hour later and 
refound it. Bob and I were probably the 3rd and 4th people to see the bird in the same location. Photos to 
come separately.














