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1. NAME & ADDRESS
Russ Namitz 
92814 Anderson Ln.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
namitzr@hotmail.com
(541) 266-8714

2. BIRD IDENTIFICATION
Lesser Sand-Plover = 1 immature/female

3. DATE(S)
The bird was observed on Sunday, September 19th, 2010 at approximately 1600.

4. LOCATION
The bird was located on the mudflats of Bandon Marsh NWR.  The habitat was mudflat 
that is tidally influenced, usually twice a day. 

5. DETAILS
Prominent field marks observed  
Face = The bird had a white forehead and obvious white throat.  The sides of the face did 
not appear to have obvious dark markings and there was a faint white eyebrow. 

Body = The bird’s back, wings and top of head were a sandy brown.  There was a very 
light orangish, almost salmon-colored wash over the breast that extended down the sides 
of the breast onto the flanks.  The wash on the chest was wide, starting at the lower throat
and ending at the lower breast.  The color was diffuse, but was darkest at the top of the 
breast forming a barely discernable collar across the breast.  This field mark may be best 
indicator leaning toward female rather than juvenile from what I observed.

Behavior 
The bird was observed loosely associating with peeps and then switched to the flock of 
Black-bellied Plovers and dowitchers.

Voice    
The bird gave a trill call in flight reminiscent of a Baird’s Sandpiper or Snowy Plover.  It 
was distinctive enough to pick out the bird whenever it was flying around the marsh as 
sound travelled well without much wind.

Reasons for identification         
This bird was immediately identified as a plover due to the short bill, longer-than-a-
Western-Sandpiper legs, round, bulky head and stop-and-go feeding behavior where the 
bird plucked prey off the surface of the mud.
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The following species were eliminated…..
Different from all peeps and other non-plover shorebirds due to the short bill, facial 
pattern with white forehead, long legs and feeding behavior.

Different from Black-bellied & golden-plovers by smaller size and from all smaller 
plovers occurring in the US (except Greater Sand-Plover) by orangish wash on chest.

Different from Greater Sand-Plover by wide, not narrow breast band, and a shorter-
appearing bill.  The bill did not obviously appear thick or heavy as I would expect of a 
Greater Sand-Plover.

Circumstances of the observation
The day was foggy.  It rained for 15 minutes.  It remained overcast and foggy, but not as 
thick. 

I was able to study the bird briefly (1-2 minutes) through a Leica Televid 77 APO 
spotting scope with a 20x-60x zoom eyepiece before the rain started.  The binoculars 
used were also Leica, the 10x42 Ultravids.  I refound the bird with Dave Lauten and 
Kathy Castelein about ½ hour later and again briefly observed the bird for a few minutes 
before it flew and was not relocated.

6. PHOTOS, RECORDINGS

Lesser Sand-Plover @ Bandon Marsh NWR (9/20/10)
        Photo by Daniel Farrar jdanielfarrar@gmail.com
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