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LiTttee Gurr = Ticeamoox Bay, OREGON

THE ATTACHED IS MY REPORT THAT WAS SENT TO THE REGIONAL EDITORS
oF AMEg:CAN BirpSe |T WAS MADE FROM NOTES TAKEN SHORTLY AFTER THE
OBSERYATION. JOHN BIEWENER AGREED ON THE IF DETAILS AND THE IDENTIFICATION.

| HAVE SEEN ONE LITTLE GULL SINCE AND HAVE NO DOUBT REGARDING THE
IDENTIFICATIONS.

SusMITTED BY JEFF GILLIGAN
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Little Gull — John Johnson, John Biewener and I were doing a survey of
Tillammok Bay for the US Fish and 4ildlife Service. The date was Nov. 4, 1975.

Bonaparte's Gulls were everywhere about the bay. 4s we approached the sewage ponds
near Bay City by boatyJohn Biewener called my attention fo & gull that was notieably
smallezihan the Bonaparte Gulls, Just as I looked at it it wheeled around showing

- its sthiking slatey underwings. I imoediately recognized the bird as a Little Gull.

de prrsued it in the boat and 4ot within ten to 15 feet of it as it flew along side
the boat. 11 then flew over the front of the boat in a direction toward the sewage
ponds, OGur views of the bird were outstanding. On the way back to Portland we
stopped at the sewagse ponds and again saw it.

I saw every field mark well, It was & winter plumage adult. The bill was slender
and rather small, The top of the head and nape were dirty grey. The dark spot was
visible on the upper side of the neck. The head, body ( except the back ), and

tail were otherwise whitr, The back and wings were pearl grey. No black was on the
wing tips sbove. I didndt notice whether the very ends of the primaries were white.
Neither did 1 notice the crlor of the ends of the secondaries. The under wings

were slatevy to black. The underwing was Very much darker than the upper winge.



