
Your name: Isaac Denzer

Email:
bartailedgodwit@peak.org

Bird 
identification:

Common Scoter. One adult male bird, was associated with a female Black Scoter. The bird 
appeared to be in good plumage condition.

Date(s):
11/14/2016

Time of Day: 11 am-11:25 am

Location:
A pull off along HWY 101 next to the mouth of the Siletz river. The Common Scoter was in 
the Siletz bay about 200 ft from the pull off, there were a few mid sized-large rocks near the 
Scoter.

Lighting and 
Weather 
Conditions:

Overcast and rainy. The rain was relatively light.

Details:

All black except for bill area. Distinctive bill, a small area of orange surrounded by dark gray 
or black with a small black knob on top of the bill above the orange area. The tail was mostly 
in the water but occasionally the Scoter stuck it out of the water, to me it looked like a typical 
Scoter tail. The neck was somewhat thinner than I normally see in Black Scoter which is the 
species most likely to be mistaken for Common Scoter. The Scoter had its head up for most of 
the time I saw it, but I also observed it diving and preening. The wings were only seen for a 
very short amount of time as the Scoter flapped but they appeared to be pretty much black 
with a silvery tip. I saw the Scoter near or with the following species; Black Scoter, Horned 
Grebe and Red-breasted Merganser. Not heard.

Similar Species:

The species most likely to be confused with Common Scoter would be Black Scoter, White-
winged Scoter and Surf Scoter. Surf and White-winged were ruled out by bill patterning, 
coloration, lack of markings on face and overall shape. Black Scoter, the species most likely to
be confused with Common Scoter would have a complete orange knob on the bill that would 
not be surrounded by black, also Common Scoter has a thinner neck than Black Scoter.

Anything else 
you want to add?:

This bird was first discovered on 11/13/16 and is the 2nd ABA area record and the first for 
Oregon. it has already been seen by many birders.
Photos will be sent to images@orbirds.org.

Submitted On: 2016-11-15 01:31:26
IP Address: 206.125.86.26



Nels Nelson eBird checklist and accompanying photos
nelsnelson7@gmail.com
11/14/2016

Checklist S32558152
Location

Schooner Creek Rocks Overlook, Lincoln County, Oregon, Lincoln County, Oregon, US

Date and Effort

Mon Nov 14, 2016 10:00 AM

Protocol: Stationary

Party Size: 1

Duration: 1 hour(s), 15 minute(s)

Observers: Nels Nelson

Species

4 species (+1 other taxa) total

1 Common Scoter

Life bird for me, bringing my Oregon species list up to 359. I was one wet, muddy but happy birder today (I tripped and fell into a 

large mud puddle and landed on my right hip, but nothing is broke).

Age & Sex

Juvenile Immature Adult Age Unknown

Male 1

END OF E-BIRD REPORT

*********************************************************************
Email from Owen Schmidt
11/14/2016

…. thanks, Nels! 

oschmidt@att.net
Monday, November 14, 2016

*********************************************************************

On Nov 14, 2016, at 5:40 PM, Nels Nelson <nelsnelson7@gmail.com> wrote:
http://ebird.org/ebird/ybn/view/checklist/S32558152

Hello Owen and crew,
Here's my eBird report with my photos of the Common Scoter.  My good lens (Canon L 100-400mm IS zoom) is in the shop for repairs, 
so I had to rely on my little SX-50 and my smaller, lower quality 75-300mm zoom lens.  Bummer, especially when a MEGA rarity like 
this one shows up.

If you need anything else for documentation, please let me know.

Good Birding,
Nels Nelson
Hillsboro

http://ebird.org/ebird/ybn/view/checklist/S32558152
mailto:oschmidt@att.net
mailto:nelsnelson7@gmail.com


163.1-16-01
Common Scoter report sent in by Rich Rieger 

Your name: Rich Rieger
Email: zelig88@aol.com
Bird 
identification:

One Common Scoter. Adult male.

Date(s): 11/21 & 11/22. 2016
Time of Day: 11/21 5:30p. 11/22. 8:30-9am
Location: Pull off on west side of bridge just south of Lincoln City , OR. Mouth of 

Siletz River.
Lighting and 
Weather 
Conditions:

Sun was just setting on Monday. Cloudy. Poor light. Tuesday morning 
was cloudy but pretty bright. No rain. Breeze from the south less than 10 
mph. Water pretty calm.

Details: Scoter. Seen well thru scope 50-100 yards. Similar to adult Male. Black 
Scoter. Body and head all black. Black knot at base of bill well seen. Bill 
color was orange at knot and did seem to have a bit of yellow in it toward 
the tip. Observed bird swimming, resting and diving for approx 30 
minutes. Was keeping loose company with two female Surf Scoters on 
Tues. morning. Solitary on Monday nite.

Similar 
Species:

Adult male Black Scoter ruled out by black knot and bill color. I do have 
some pictures taken thru my scope w. iPhone that show bill well. Will send
under separate cover as per request.

Anything else
you want to 
add?:

Saw some pics on eBird that were added to checklists. Some pics look 
like they were taken from internet ( McCauley library) and were not 
pictures taken by listers. Helped to show what to look for but not really 
ethical (imho).

Submitted 
On:

2016-11-23 16:59:51

IP Address: 107.77.92.47



Species:  Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra), one adult male

Date and time: November 13, 2016, around 3:55 pm; seen again November 14, 2016, at 10:58 am

Location: Siletz Bay, Lincoln Co., OR, at the Taft Waterfront on 11/13 and off Schooner Creek pullout 
along Hwy 101 on 11/14

Reporting observer: Hendrik Herlyn, 4150 NW Pinecone Way, Apt. 7, Corvallis, OR 97330

Circumstances:
The bird was reported earlier that day, and Oscar Harper and I went to chase it along with Christopher 
Hinkle. When we arrived at Siletz Bay, we noticed some birders on the pier at the Taft waterfront. We 
drove over there and met Wayne Hoffman, Bob Stites and Owen Schmidt, who told us the bird was out 
on the bay.
The next day, Oscar and I returned with Isaac Denzer and Kai Frueh from Corvallis and got excellent 
close-up looks of the bird from the Schooner Creek pullout.

Details:
An all-black duck, very similar in size to a female Black Scoter next to it and slightly smaller than a few 
nearby Surf Scoters. It was resting most of the time with its head tucked in, but when it lifted its head, 
we could clearly see the bill, which was black, with an all-black knob and a smallish orange-yellow area 
on the saddle, very unlike the bill of a Black Scoter with a large yellow knob and all dark saddle and tip.
When the bird flapped its wings, the underside of the primaries flashed silvery-gray.

This bird was seen and photographed by hundreds of observers; as of Dec 1, 2016, it was still around.

Additional notes (copied from our eBird report):

On 11/13: Continuing 1st state record/2nd ABA, reported this morning, with flock of other scoters. 
Unmistakable male much like the Crescent City bird, all black except for whitish on primaries when he 
flapped his wings. Thin dark bill, black knob at base of bill, small; yellow-orange saddle on top of bill. 
Photos. Seen by us and Christian Hagenlocher until dark. Also present when we arrived were Wayne 
Hoffman (just leaving), Owen Schmidt and Bob Stites. Diagnostic photos by Owen Schmidt and others 
(posted on OBOL).

Photos:
Several pictures were taken (see our eBird checklists, links below):

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32535348

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32555723

Report submitted on 12/1/2016 by Hendrik Herlyn

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32555723
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32535348


Your name: Wayne Hoffman

Email: whoffman@peak.org

Bird 
identification:

(Eurasian) Common Scoter

Date(s): Nov. 13, Nov. 15, Nov. 19, Nov. 30, Dec. 4

Time of Day: Multiple times between 9:30 AM and 4:15 PM

Location:

Lower Siletz Bay, mostly near the confluence of Schooner Creek. Including 
lower Schooner Creek just above Hwy 101 bridge, and the waters off the 
public dock near Mo’s Restaurant in Taft. Most often adjacent to the 4 rocks 
just off the pullout south of the Schooner Creek bridge.

Habitat is shallow bay with mixed sand and rock substrate.

Lighting and 
Weather 
Conditions:

Varied from moderate rain to fog to partly cloudy: everything but sunny and 
clear.

Details:

On the sitting bird the plumage looked all black. From some angles the folded
primaries looked as if they could be paler, but this seems to be reflection from
wet feathers. The bird regularly reared up in the water and briefly flapped his 
wings. This showed that the inner webs of the primaries and secondaries were 
quite pale. The bill was black, with a pair of bumps or large tubercles just 
forward of the forehead feathering, and an orange saddle just forward of the 
tubercles. This saddle encompassed both nostrils, and narrowed a bit forward 
of the nostrils, then angled to a point on the midline. Posterior to the nostrils it
ended against the bases of the tubercles, then extended in a narrow wedge up 
between the tubercles toward the forehead. In particularly favorable light, a 
narrow flesh-colored strip could be seen on the edges of the eyelids. I never 
saw the bird’s legs or feet.

Similar Species:

The three regular North American species of scoters were also present at this 
site on some visits. This bird could be distinguished from females and 
subadults of all species by its overall black plumage. It could be distinguished 
from drake Surf Scoters and White-winged Scoters by the complete absence 
of white feathering on the head (and of course from White-winged by 
secondary color). The primary potential for confusion is with Black Scoter, its
closes relative. The primary difference is in the color and shape of the drake’s 
bill. Black Scoters have an Orange knob that extends from the forehead to just
anterior of the nostrils, which is quite different from the smaller black knobs 
and orange saddle of this bird. This bird also was a bit smaller than drake 
Black Scoters which were with it on a few of my visits, which is expected.

Anything else 1. My familiarity with this and related species: I observed and photographed 



you want to add?: one other Common Scoter, in Crescent City Harbor in January 2015. I am 
very familiar with Black, Surf, and White-winged Scoters, and see them often 
every year.
2. References I used: For the identification, none. The bird had already been 
identified when I first saw it, and I knew the field marks from my experience 
with the Crescent City bird. However I consulted several references 
afterwards, to learn more about the species and its plumages and bill variation,
range, and biology. These included Cramp and Simmons (1977) Handbook of 
Birds of Europe, the Middle East and North Africa Vol. 1, Dementev et al 
(1967 translation date) Birds of the Soviet Union Vol. IV, Madge and Burn 
(1988) Waterfowl, and European Field Guides by Lars Johnsson, Jim Flegg, 
and Bruun and Singer.
3. Is this the same individual as the Common Scoter present in January 2015 
in Crescent City? I was able to observe and photograph that individual, and 
when I compare my photos, I see enough differences to tentatively conclude 
they are not the same individual. I have provided head shots of both 
individuals for comparison. Differences are as follows:
a. The pale eye-ring was more prominent on the Crescent City bird. This 
could be seasonal.
b. The shape of the orange saddles on the bills were subtly different. On the 
Crescent City bird, the orange ended at the bottom of the left nostril, whereas 
it extended a bit lower on the Siletz bird.
c. The extension of orange between the black bill knobs narrowed more 
quickly and did not extend as far back in the Crescent City bird. 
d. The photos seem to show a deeper bill in the Crescent City bird, but this is 
probably an artifact of slightly different photo angles.
e. The head enlargements show the Crescent City bird with darker, cleaner 
black feathering. Blown up the Siletz bird photos show a dark brown cast, 
which possibly is seasonal, but which I think may be age-related instead. 
According to Cramp and Simmons (1977. Handbook of Birds of Europe, the 
Middle East and North Africa. Vol. 1, p.641) who wrote “In summer of 
second calendar year immature [males]resemble adults but duller black with 
much brown visible at the bases of feathers…From second autumn like adult 
breeding but [males] with black of head and belly less glossy and more brown
visible…” According to this the Siletz bird would be in its second winter, and 
not quite into fully adult plumage, while the Crescent City bird appeared fully 
adult. 
4. Associated birds. This bird regularly associated with 2 female-plumaged 
birds that I think were Black Scoters. Several of us played with the idea that a 
female Common Scoter accompanied it, but to my knowledge all photos are 



indistinguishable from Black Scoter. I do think one of these birds was a juv. 
male Black Scoter. It also associated loosely with several Surf Scoters, mostly
female-plumaged, 2 adult male Black Scoters. Other ducks in the same area 
that I did not see interactions with included White-winged Scoter, Bufflehead,
and Red-breasted Merganser.
5. Feeding behavior. I watched and photographed this bird feeding on 
multiple occasions. Every prey item I saw brought to the surface was a small 
crab. Unfortunately, all my photographs show the under sides of the crabs, 
which complicates identifying them. 
6. The Common Scoter’s disappearance. The bird was seen daily, or nearly so,
from Nov. 13 to Dec. 5. The morning of Dec. 6 I stopped at the pullout about 
10:30 and saw no scoters. However I did see an adult Bald Eagle on the 
mudflat picking at a bird carcass and surrounded by black feathers, and a 
second sitting nearby. I was not able to stay and try to determine the identity 
of the prey, but from feather color it would have been a drake scoter or a 
cormorant. I stopped again that late afternoon, and saw only Surf Scoters. I 
have visited again Dec. 9, 10, and 11, and again have seen only Surf Scoters. 
On 2 of those visits I also saw eagles at the site. Note that not only the 
Common Scoter has disappeared, but also the Black Scoters and White-
winged Scoters, so this does not really imply that the eagles ate it, but perhaps
it and the Black Scoters relocated as a result of the eagle activity.

Submitted On: 2016-12-12 00:47:55

IP Address: 206.125.84.151














































