
COOK’S PETREL 
 
From Jay Withgott, March 6, 2019: 
 
This is probably one of several such cruiseship pelagic birds that have gone unsubmitted. Many are not seen well, 
some are seen by enough people that we assume someone else will submit a report, and with many we tend to think 
the species is regular and has OBRC status only because it inhabits far offshore waters that get little coverage.  So, 
thank you for cleaning up after some of us by trolling around eBird for the reports that do exist out there!   : )  
 
Like Judy, I don’t have anything to add by memory beyond the eBird description, and certainly do not have any 
photos.  My memory of the bird matches the description very well, though, and I feel the description, including its 
caveats, honestly reflects our experience in viewing the bird. There have been many possible and probable sightings 
from these trips that I did NOT enter in eBird lists due to lack of certainty under the conditions, so the fact that I chose 
to submit this one indicates that we each felt good enough about it to do so.  So yes, I think it’s reasonable to have 
this eBird list submitted to the OBRC as an official submission, and I would like to do so.  I also will not be offended if 
the committee does not accept it.  And of course there will be the thorny issue of whether it should be considered a 
Cook’s or a “Cookilaria Sp.”.  I’ll submit it as a Cook’s and let the committee decide where to go from there. 
 
 
 
 
From Judy Meredith, March 5, 2019: 
 
I don't feel able to add or say anything from a sighting 7 years ago. If Jay is OK with submitting what he already wrote 
or something more, maybe that would work for the OBRC. I remember this event but can't add details.  I would sign 
on to agree with his report as it is written on ebird of course, he is always precise.  
 




