


OBRC Report 

 
David S. Irons, 6555 SW Old Scholls Ferry Road #8, Portland, OR 97223 

 

Species: Common  Ground-Dove 

 

Date:  November 28, 2010 

 

Duration of Observation: Two flight views totaling maybe 10-12 seconds.  

 

Location: Along Gillihan Loop Road on Sauvie Island, Multnomah County, Oregon 

 

Habitat: Open farm country with a mix of tree nursery plantations 

 

Description: We returned to the site where David Mandell had first discovered this bird 

roughly a month earlier. It had been briefly seen by one other observer (Christopher 

Hinkle) in the days immediately following the first sighting, but had not been seen since. 

David Mandell, Shawneen Finnegan and I spread out along the road with only remote 

hope of relocating the dove. I had walked a short way to the north away from the other 

two, when a small plump bird flushed across the road in front of me. I immediately 

recognized it as a Common Ground-Dove, as I had seen this species on a number of 

occasions in Mexico and in south Texas, where I had been birding just two weeks earlier. 

The bird’s flight was rapid and direct after it flushed up maybe 30 feet in front of me. As 

it crossed the road and flew down a row of  nursery saplings, I could see that it was small 

plump dove with a short, broad, untapered tail, and short, rounded wings. The bird 

flashed rusty colored flight feathers that were darker dusky-brown to black at the base 

and contrasted with a pale crescent about mid-wing (coverts) and otherwise sandy-

colored gray-brown upperparts. The tail was mostly dark with conspicuous white corners. 

Both of my views of the bird came when it took flight, with the first of the two lasting 

maybe five seconds, so I was unable to determine bill color or see any of the iridescence 

on the head. The bird landed in 6-8” deep grass in between two sapling rows about 40 

meters from the road. Nevertheless, I had no doubt that this was a Common Ground-

Dove. I called to David (Mandell) and Shawneen, who quickly joined me to see if we 

might see the bird flush again. Being that it had disappeared into private property, we did 

not feel it was appropriate to walk out into the tree rows, so we waited by the side of the 

road assuming that the bird would eventually fly again. I knew where the bird was, but 

could not see it on the ground, as it was buried in the grass. We had to wait a couple 

minutes before it flushed again, this time watching it move directly away from us as it 

flew farther out into the field. We reconfirmed the characteristic wing pattern described 

above and all agreed that this was indeed the reported species.  

 

Similar Species: The rusty flight feathers along with small size point to one of three 

North American Species: Common Ground-Dove, Ruddy Ground-Dove and Inca Dove, 

all of which I have seen. Inca Dove has a similar dorsal pattern in flight, but has a much 

longer narrow tail with completely white outer tail feathers. Inca Doves also have a 

distinctive wing rattle that is easily heard at close range. This bird had a short tail and 



produced no wing rattle as it flew. Ruddy Ground-Dove lacks the conspicuous pale 

crescent at mid-wing and is slightly longer tailed than Common Ground-Dove and shows 

a bit less white at the corner of the tail. It should be pointed out that neither Ruddy 

Ground-Dove nor Inca Dove have been recorded in Oregon or anywhere north of 

southern California along the West Coast. On occasion I have seen juvenile Mourning 

Doves with very little tail and tailless adults whose appearance might be suggestive of a 

ground-dove. However, the rusty flight feathers and strongly contrasting pattern on the 

dorsal surface is unlike the rather uniform sandy-brown upperparts of a Mourning Dove.  

 

Prior Experience: As mentioned above, I have considerable experience with all of the 

dove species discussed above. Prior to this sighting I had seen hundreds of Common 

Ground-Doves during a January 2009 trip to Baja California Sur and many more during 

my first trip to the Rio Grande Valley of Texas just two weeks prior to this sighting. I 

also saw many Inca Doves during both of these trips and I saw multiple Ruddy Ground-

Doves during the trip to Baja.  

 

This report was written from a combination of memory and consultation of the original 

notes that we included in an eBird report of this sighting. Given the relative brevity of my 

observations of this bird and the fact that David Mandell had seen it much better than me, 

I had neglected submitting a report at the time, presuming that both he and Christopher 

Hinkle would do so. I only recently learned that this bird has never been reported to the 

OBRC, thus I am submitting it now. I have reached out to both Mandell and Hinkle 

encouraging them to submit their own documentation.  

 

David S. Irons 

October 19, 2015 


