






CASW-2022-01 (Cave Swallow)
1st round voting – July 16, 2022

Accepted: 9
Not Accepted: 0

ACCEPTED, verified
Awesome find and very well documented.

Still blown away by this bird. Always expected Oregon's first CASW to be a fall coastal record. 

It is hard to make this bird into a Cliff Swallow. The photos support the identification of this bird as a Cave 
Swallow. The forecrown is a little pale for a Cave Swallow, but the photos do show that there is rufous 
coloration in the forecrown. The color of the throat and rump also support the identification of this bird as a 
Cave Swallow. I can't see a Cliff Swallowing having a throat that is as pale as this bird's throat is. There is a
photo of a Cave Swallow at https://houstonaudubon.org/birding/gallery/cave-swallow.html that shows a bird 
with a fairly pale forecrown like the bird that was photographed in Philomath.

Spectacular photos show the light orange throat and forehead that separates this species from the dark 
cinnamon throat and light buff forehead of Cliff Swallow. Interesting that it showed up out of season for Cliff 
Swallow, which arrive generally later in the spring.

I was lucky enough to be right there when Nolan spotted it, and we pretty much ID'd it together. Great 
photos by Nolan.

An incredible report and one that is well accompanied by photos. I agree with the observers' analyses. 
Based on the face pattern, forehead markings, tawny rump, streaked flanks, and overall slightly smaller 
size (Cave Swallows on average weigh less than Cliff Swallows), I feel fine calling this a Cave Swallow. To 
me, the molt timing would suggest a 2nd calendar year bird. Well done!

Wow! Outstanding record and documentation.

good reports and photos

A great find and well-documented bird; I still cannot believe Nolan got the quality photos he did. This bird 
would seem to safely be a Cave Swallow. The forehead patch is unusually pale, but it is possible to find 
photos of the occasional Cave Swallow with a patch this color. An adult Cliff would not look like this, and a 
Cliff in juvenile plumage (not expected at this time of year) also should not have this overall appearance, so
the patch must be showing an extreme of color variation within Cave Swallow. The apparent small size is a 
bit surprising to me, as field guides don’t seem to make much of this and I don’t recall it being all that 
obvious in the field from my viewings of Cave Swallows. Caves are supposed to be lighter-weight and less 
bulky than Cliffs, but I also wonder if some of this perception, as well as the fluttery flight behavior, may 
have been related to the wear of the wing feathers? At any rate, a great sighting.

Well documented and great find. Throat and forehead look good for this species and eliminates Cliff.


