






BRBO-2022-29 (Brown Booby)
1st round vote — March 1, 2023

Accepted: 9
Not Accepted: 0

Accepted, verified
Although somewhat deteriorated this appears to be a Brown Booby. The second picture seems to show a 
splotch of white near the upper back, but I think these are white feathers from the breast that have become 
more visible as the bird was manipulated. The all brown back, lack of any white in the collar, and yellow feet 
all seem fine for an adult ish Brown Booby and eliminate other species of Boobies. Wish there was a picture 
of the underside, but I think these two pictures show enough to confirm Brown. 

The report itself didn't offer a lot of details, but the photos show a booby with a long, conical, pale yellowish 
bill and yellow feet. Those features alone seem to rule out all other similar species.

Photos are consistent with this species. Immat. Blue-footed Booby would show a darker bill and grayish, not 
yellowish feet.

The bird's yellow feet eliminate Blue-footed Booby and Red-footed Booby. The juvenile plumage of a Masked
Booby and a Nazca Booby is eliminated by the fact that the bird has a completely brown head and neck 
without any evidence of a white collar on the neck. I would also expect to see white spotting on the back 
and coverts of a juvenile Masked Booby or a Nazca Booby, but the back and coverts on this bird are entirely 
brown. It would have been helpful if the photographer would have also taken photos of the underwings.

Unfortunate ending for this bird, but luckily for us, it seems to have been recently deceased when found and 
in good shape. The brown head/neck and all yellow bill (with yellow skin near the base) alone are unique for 
an adult female Brown Booby. 

Appears to be an adult female. Bill color and bare-part coloration at the base of the bill appear to eliminate 
juveniles of other booby species.

No comments

accepted due to brown extending down past throat, pale face, I do not see a pale collar

Other boobies speciews can be ruled out with what is left of this bird. The all dark head and back with white 
underparts rule out all but Brown and Blue-footed. Bill color eliminates Blue-footed.

The brown on the breast to the leading edge of the wing rules out the only other similar-appearing species 
(immature Nazca Booby)

No comments


