
Your name: Trent Bray 

Email: avitours@aol.com 

Bird 
identification: 

One adult male Blue Grosbeak. 

Date(s): 5/31/2017 

Time of Day: 7:30 a.m. - 7:31:20 a.m. 

Location: Fields Oasis, Fields, OR. Forty meters into the Oasis, south side 
of the Willow line, about a meter north into the Willows along the 
edge of grassy field opening. Near the ground, perched on 
barbed wire, out of the heavy wind, loosely associated with 
Lazuli Buntings. 

Lighting and 
Weather 
Conditions: 

Variable wind, coming out of the west, north west. Mostly 
overcast, but with sun breaks and bright, but dappled lighting. 
About 65 degrees F. 

Details: I have been here for five days and the weather has been 
steadily warming up since my arrival. Migration has been slow 
with very few vagrants. Last night it was very windy and I was 
hoping this change in the weather would bring in something 
'good'. I arrived at the Field Oasis at 6:40 a.m. this morning 
(5/31), and checked the little pond and Fields Creek. Two 
Western Flycatchers were new, as was a fly-by Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow. The wind was pulsing fairly hard out of 
the west, northwest, so I decided to walk the back trail and see if 
any birds were getting our of the wind. I have found interesting 
birds in the sheltered spots along this trail before (Magnolia, 
Black-and-White Warbler, etc.). At approximately 7:28 a.m., as I 
approached the sheltered trail, I could see the movement of 
birds. I put the binoculars up and there were 5 or 6 Lazuli 
Buntings feeding on Willow catkins. Quickly my attention was 
diverted to a larger bird near the ground, balancing on a barbed 
wire strand. Before I even raised my binos to my face I could 
see two thick, bright cinnamon-rufous wing bars on a larger 
deep blue colored bird. I got my binos up and focused on the 
bird. It was a bright male Blue Grosbeak. I am familiar with this 
species from California, and I got to study, in detail the recent 
Beaverton, OR bird. A massive, two-toned bill, dark on the 
upper mandible and lighter blue on the bottom. The bill was one 
of the first things that caught my attention, after the large 
orangey wing bars. Dark bluish from head to tail, dark streaking 
on the back and wings with all dark primaries. It just sat there 
balancing on the barbed wire as the wind gusted. I thought 
about digibinoing with my phone, as the bird was at most 20 feet 
away. I hesitated to leave the bird after watching it for a full 
minute, but I slowly backed up, and moved quickly to grab my 
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big camera. I left the bird and it did not fly. I returned in less than 
two minutes and have not been able to refind it ... yet 

Similar 
Species: 

There are not any similar species I can think of. Superficially like 
a Indigo or Lazuli Bunting, but the size of a Crowed Sparrow, 
with big, bright, bold rufous wing bars and a massive two toned 
bill that looks disproportionate on the birds head. 

Anything else 
you want to 
add?: 

After looking for almost 30 minutes with no luck, I texted Alan 
Contreras, I texted my camping mates that left days ago, and 
called my girlfriend. I did not look into a field guide and I wrote 
this report from the comfort of my car, while charging my phone. 
I am going to go back in the Oasis and not only refind and 
photograph the Blue Grosbeak, but I am going to find and 
photograph something even rarer ... well that is my hope 
anyway. 
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