


YOUR NAME Jay Withgott 

YOUR EMAIL withgott@comcast.net  

BIRD IDENTIFICATION 

Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca).   
1 bird.   
Most likely a first-fall female, although very possibly an adult female, and 
with some possibility of being a first-fall male. 

DATE(S) OF OBSERVATION 7 October 2021 

TIME OF DAY 10:30 AM 

LOCATION Cannon Beach Settling Ponds, Cannon Beach, Clatsop County, OR 

LIGHTING AND WEATHER 
CONDITIONS 

Cool, partly cloudy; sunlight breaking through and warming vegetation. No 
wind or precipitation. 

DETAILS 

As the morning sun was warming the vegetation, I stepped up to the second 
small opening in the line of willows to the west of the north end of the 
Cannon Beach Settling Ponds and pished, hoping for some vagrant 
passerine. Soon I heard a Yellow-Warbler-like chip note, looked up, and got 
binoculars on a warbler just 7-8 m away that gave me the immediate 
impression of a Blackburnian Warbler, a species I’m familiar with from my 
youth in the East. However, I soon lost it as it disappeared westward, 
without being able to be completely sure. For the next 40 minutes I 
searched for the bird, mostly from the edge of the parking lot on the SW 
side of the willows with the sun to my back, occasionally playing Eastern 
Screech Owl audio softly. This brought two Yellow Warblers in but nothing 
else. However, soon after I played audio of Blackburnian Warbler chip notes, 
the focal bird chipped twice and moved into view to my left. I subsequently 
was able to study it and obtain photographs and video as it foraged actively 
in the sunlit willows (sometimes down to eye level but mostly behind 
leaves) for the next half an hour, always at the west end of the tree line 
nearest the public restrooms. During this time, I posted an alert on 
WhatsApp and OBOL, and Erik Ostrander and Hannah Buschert from Cannon 
Beach dashed over and were able to view and photograph the bird as well, 
along with a handful of casual birders/passersby visiting Cannon Beach for 
the day.   
Although my photos and videos are a bit disappointing given the sheer 
amount of time I spent trying to obtain them, I believe they accurately show 
the field marks as I saw them in the field, which were as follows:   
• Size and shape of a New World wood warbler. 
• A dull yellowish supercilium, prominent and widest behind the eye, set 
against an olive-gray crown and an olive-gray auricular patch.  
• An auricular patch triangular in shape, with the bottom rear portion flared 
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downward. 
• A very faint yellowish central crown stripe, which one of my photos shows. 
• A warbler bill, dark in color but with a pale base & underside to the lower 
mandible. 
• A heavily streaked back. At most angles and lighting conditions in the field 
the streaks appeared blackish on an olive background, but some of my 
photos (as well as Erik Ostrander’s photos) show the two pale mantle braces 
that are indicative of Blackburnian. 
• Bright, clean white wingbars on a dark wing. 
• Chin, throat, and upper breast a soft but somewhat glowing yellow, with 
faint yellowish color also extending down into the flanks. The yellow of the 
upper breast was a bit richer in hue than that of the throat, and at certain 
angles the yellow of the upper breast showed a distinct orange hue 
(suggestive of, and diagnostic for, Blackburnian). 
• Distinct dusky or blackish streaks of medium coarseness generously spread 
along the flanks and the sides of the breast.  
• Fairly bright white belly and undertail coverts. The undertail coverts 
showed no dark markings. 
• Lower flanks or sides of undertail coverts showed a very faint yellowish 
wash visible in some lighting conditions, similar to the patch seen in Black-
throated Green Warbler. 
• The tail seemed shorter than that of a Townsend’s Warbler. 
• The retrices from below showed mostly white, with thin curved outer 
edges of black widest toward the tips; images of the undertail in photos 
match the illustrations for Blackburnian undertail in the Dunn & Garrett 
book (Plate 31, p. 105) very well.  
The bird’s foraging behavior was of many very small short-range movements 
from twig to twig and leaf to leaf as it gleaned and occasionally sallied for 
insects. It was active the entire time, but in a measured and constant way, 
not a frenetic way. It would repeatedly pop into the open for a period of 
time that exactly matched the period of time it took my camera to find and 
focus on it, then would flit behind a leaf one nanosecond before the photo 
was taken. On a number of occasions, I noticed it cocking its tail upwards. 
The few chip notes I heard and attributed to the bird sounded to my ear 
similar to the chip notes of Yellow Warbler (their wet chirpy call they give 
when perched, not their buzzy flight call), and matched well the audio 
recording on Merlin. However, I never actually viewed the bird as it called, 
so can’t entirely rule out that a nearby Yellow Warbler may have been the 
source. 
I had no field guides with me during the observation, but consulted Merlin 
and online photos on my phone briefly before posting an RBA alert. I 
consulted field guides (Natl. Geo, Sibley, and the Dunn & Garrett Warblers 
guides) that evening after writing up the first draft of my notes for my eBird 
list. The eBird list is here:  https://ebird.org/checklist/S95728462. 
If accepted by the OBRC, this would be only the 16th record of Blackburnian 
Warbler for the state of Oregon. It would be the first record for Clatsop 
County; the majority of previous records have been from Harney County. 
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DO YOU HAVE ANY PRIOR 
EXPERIENCE WITH THIS 
SPECIES? 

I grew up with this species in New England, where it was a regular 
component of the spring & summer avifauna, although always a very 
desirable bird to find. I have also seen them in a number of states 
throughout the eastern U.S. and in Ecuador, although never had seen a 
vagrant in the West. 

SIMILAR SPECIES 

Townsend’s Warbler poses the most likely source of confusion, so although 
the bird never gave me the jizz of a Townsend’s, and although I never heard 
a Townsend’s-type chip note while I was there, I paid special attention to 
ruling out this species. Townsend’s would show an unstreaked back, 
streaked undertail coverts, less black on the undertail tips, a non-flared 
auricular patch with yellow wrapping around the back of it, and would tend 
to show its brightest yellow in the supercilium. 
First-fall female Cerulean Warbler is arguably most similar in plumage to a 
fall Blackburnian, but would show an unstreaked back, less flank streaking, 
some black at the base of the retrices, and a unique aqua-brown hue to the 
upperparts. 
Black-throated Green Warbler shows a faint yellow wash across the vent as 
this bird did, but would have an unstreaked back and a non-flared auricular 
patch with yellow wrapping around the back of it. 
Bay-breast and Blackpoll are ruled out by the facial pattern and the strong 
flank streaking, among other marks. 
None of these species would show the orange hue on the breast, the pale 
braces on the back, or the thin crown stripe that the focal bird showed. 

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS? Yes 

Thank you for submitting 
your sighting to the Oregon 
Bird Records Committee! Is 
there anything else you 
would like to add? 

Photos and 1 large video file (a composite of all my brief video clips) will be 
provided via a Dropbox account. 

 





BLBW-2021-20 (Blackburnian Warbler) 
1st round voting – March 2, 2022 
 
Accepted:  9 
Not Accepted:  0 
 
 
ACCEPTED, VERIFIED 
Great documentation and description, all of which point to a fall female Blackburnian Warbler. 
 
Very well-documented bird. Photos and descriptions eliminate other potential warbler species. 
 
Well described and well documented. Likely a first-year male as evidenced by a subtle dark auricular patch (see 
20d-Byrne photo).  
 
Very well documented and thorough reports. I agree with an ID of Blackburnian Warbler, and further agree that 
arriving at this individual’s exact age and sex is a bit challenging.  
 
Excellent description and analysis by Jay W., great, diagnostic photos and video. 
 
Photos clearly show non-breeding BLWA with yellow facial pattern with dark auriculars, pale streaks on the back 
and tail pattern from underneath. 
 
The multiple photos adequately eliminate Townsend's Warbler and similar warbler species. 
 
All critical field marks well photographed 
 
No comments 
 
 
 

 
 










































