
OBRC Rare Bird Report   (sent by e-mail 11-19-13) 
 

Submitted by: Hendrik Herlyn, 2201 Grant Ave, Apt. 2, Corvallis, OR 97330, 
(541) 829-3223, e-mail: hhactitis@aol.com 
 
Species: Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) – first winter  
 
Date and Time of Observation: November 9, 2013, 1:35 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
 
Location: Fred Meyer parking lot, Kings Blvd., Corvallis, Oregon 
 
Habitat: paved parking lot 
 
Circumstances of Observation: As I pulled into the Fred Meyer parking lot in 
Corvallis that afternoon, I immediately spotted three GLAUCOUS-WINGED 
GULLS flying around, accompanied by a clearly smaller gull. Compared to the 
bigger gulls, it looked to me approximately the size of a Mew or Ring-billed Gull. 
Unfortunately, there was a lot of traffic and by the time I managed to park the car 
and grab my binoculars, the smaller gull had left the company of the three 
GWGUs and was slowly spiraling upward over the parking lot. I could clearly see 
that it was not a Mew or Ring-billed Gull at all, but that it had the typical wing 
pattern of a first-winter Bonaparte’s Gull … only the size and flight style (not to 
mention the habitat) seemed quite inconsistent with that species.  
 
However, there is another species that has an almost identical wing pattern, and 
whose size roughly approximates that of a Mew Gull – the BLACK-HEADED 
GULL (incidentally, a common “parking lot bird” in much of Europe). As I watched 
the gull in question circle higher and higher and eventually fly off toward the east, 
I had the sinking feeling that a great state rarity (and a Benton Co. first) was 
getting away from me without the chance of proper documentation. 
 
Upon returning home, I did some additional literature research and became even 
more convinced that the bird I saw was indeed a Black-headed Gull. For the rest 
of the afternoon, my husband Oscar Harper and I roamed logical places in 
Benton County (Philomath Sewage Ponds, Willamette River (since the bird flew 
off in that direction), other supermarket lots) in the hopes of finding the bird 
again, but we were unsuccessful. I had put out the word, and other local birders 
(including Will Wright and Adrian and Christopher Hinkle) were also out 
searching, with an equal lack of success. 
 
However, at the Philomath Sewage Ponds I was able to observe 6 Bonaparte’s 
Gulls, giving me an opportunity to compare their distinctly elegant and petite look 
and flight style to what I had just seen in the gull in question, which convinced me 
even more that the bird I had observed earlier was not a Bonaparte’s Gull. 
 



Description:  A small gull, approximately the size of a mew gull (seen in direct 
comparison next to 3 Glaucous-winged Gulls, it was roughly 2/3 the size of the 
larger gulls), with rather long, slender wings and a relatively heavy bill for its size. 
 
All white underparts, with slightly dusky underwings, slightly darker secondaries 
and noticeably dark gray outer primaries (forming a dark wedge near the tip of 
the underwing); outermost primaries white, tips of primaries with a narrow black 
edge. 
 
Mantle and upper wings light gray, with a white wedge-shaped area on several of 
the outer primaries, primary tips black; secondaries dark gray; narrow grayish-
blackish carpal bar across the wing; 
 
Tail white, with a narrow black band across the entire tip. 
 
Head white, with a noticeable dark spot behind the eye. I was unable to see the 
bill color, but the bill appeared rather long and robust, not particularly “petite” as 
in a Bonaparte’s Gull. I did not see the legs. 
 
The flight style was rather direct and strong, unlike the almost tern-like, buoyant 
flight of a Bonaparte’s Gull. The bird circled the parking lot for about 7 minutes, 
slowly rising higher but frequently banking, allowing good looks at both upper and 
underwing pattern, before finally heading off toward the east. 
 
Here is a sketch I drew upon returning home (note: time on the sketch should 
read 1:35 pm). 
 

 



Similar Species: The only other North American gull with a similar wing pattern 
is the Bonaparte’s Gull. However, I can exclude this species based on overall 
size, size of bill, flight style, and especially by the presence of a dark gray wedge 
on the underside of the outer primaries, an area that is light gray to almost white 
in Bonaparte’s Gull. The bird I observed also had a greater amount of black or 
dark gray in the upper wing. 
 
Literature:    Sibley Guide to Birds 
                      National Geographic 
                      Gulls of North America, Europe and Asia (Olson, Larsson) 
 
Previous Experience:  I am extremely familiar with this species from my years 
of living and traveling in Europe. While watching this bird, although common 
sense suggested a Bonaparte’s Gull at first, my immediate reaction was that it 
had the “jizz” of a Black-headed Gull. 
 
I am 100% certain of this identification. 
 
Optics used: Wind River 10 x 50 binoculars 
 
Photos, Recordings:  unfortunately, no photos could be obtained 
 
Other Observers:  none 
 
Date of this report:  November 19, 2013 
 
Signature:  Hendrik Herlyn (by e-mail) 
 




