
OREGON BIRDS RECORDS COMMITTEE
Treesa Hertzel, Secretary
autumn207@comcast.net

1. REPORTED BY:
Craig Miller
PO Box 6376
Bend OR  97708
(541) 389-9115
gismiller@gmail.com

2. Species Common and Scientific Name:   Broad-billed Hummingbird     Cynanthus
latirostris

3. Number of Individuals, Sexes, Ages & Plumages:   1 male immature

4. Location and Circumstances of Sighting:   Location: Malheur NWR Headquarters.
This bird was first reported over OBOL by Tim Rodenkirk on 14 September 2019. By
the time I  arrived the following day, many observers had seen it.  It  frequented a
single  hummingbird  feeder  at  the  gift  shop,  although  it  also  visited  flowers  and
perched in an elm tree near the feeder. During the time I spent there, it came to the
feeder on an average of every 10-15 minutes, and stayed at the feeder for up to 2
minutes at a time. I am submitting this report to ensure that it is considered by the
OBRC, and because I was able to photograph the bird. 

5. Date and Time of Sighting:   15 September 2019, about 10:35 AM

6. Habitat:   a mix of trees, shrubs, manicured lawns, flowers, and hedges.

7. Description:  Overall impression--a dark, active, average-sized hummingbird. Size—
Similar in size to Anna’s Hummingbird. However, there were no other 
hummingbirds nearby to compare. Bare Parts--Bill was striking for the red 
coloration at the base of the bill, otherwise black – average length. From below, the
bill was markedly broad at the base. Eyes and legs black. Head and Neck—Cap 
blackish, back of head and nape irredescent green. Face light gray cheek patch. 
Throat suffused with irredescent blue. Upperparts--back green, wings and tail 
blackish. Tail extended slightly past the wing tips at rest.  Underparts—The sides of
the upper breast was irredescent blue. The central breast, abdomen and undertail 
coverts were white. In flight, the outer tail feather were longer than the central tail 
feathers, and its tail bobbed. I did not hear it vocalize.

8. Similar Species:   White-eared Hummingbird—probably the most similar North 
American species, although it lacked the broad white eyebrow of that species. No 
regular occurring hummingbird species in Oregon have red at the base of the bill or 
blue on the throat and breast.

9. Other Circumstances of the Observation:  Afternoon sunlight; observed from the
west with sunlight to our backs. Observation was about 40 yards. We spent about 20
minutes observing the bird in detail, discussing the various field marks.

10. Optical Equipment:   Bausch & Lomb 8X42 binoculars



11. Photographs?   Yes

12. Previous Experience with this Species:  Observed in Arizona multiple times.

13. Aids Used To Identify the Bird:  Sibley Guide to Birds. 

14. Other Observers Who Identified the Bird:  Tim Rodenkirk,  Rick Vetter,  Owen
Schmidt, Alan Contreras and many others

14. This description was made from:
        _______ notes made during observation
        _______ notes made _immediately_ after observation
        ___X___ memory
        ___X__ I am _______ am not  positive of this identification



RARE BIRD REPORT
Submitted by Tim Rodenkirk

Species: BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD
Date of Sighting: 14 September 2019     
Time Observed: 0700-0800 and again on 9/16 in early AM
Length of Time Observed: about 30 minutes total
Distance to Bird: As close as 3 feet.
Number, Age, Sex: one, immature male
Observer: Tim Rodenkirk
Other Observers: I was able to get Renee Tressler on the bird 
about 20 minutes after I first observed it. Subsequently seen by 
a score of other birders.

Location: Malheur NWR Hdqs, Harney County, Oregon- found in the 
low brush near the Crane’s Nest Nature Center and eventually seen
coming to feeder.

Habitat: Desert oasis with a wide variety of native and non-
native vegetation; also visiting hummingbird feeders there.

Background: Bird first observed before the Crane’s Nest Nature 
Center opened which is located on the NE end of Malheur NWR Hdqs.
When I first laid eyes on the hummer I immediately knew what it 
was and how rare this species is in Oregon. It was not initially 
coming to feeder so I just got glimpses here and there. It 
eventually visited a hummingbird feeder where I confirmed the ID.
Just about this time Renee Tressler, the volunteer who was 
working the gift shop at the time, showed up to open the gift 
shop.  I began to tell her about the bird when a badger popped 
out of its burrow nearby.  She immediately grabbed her large 
camera and began photographing the badger which she had been 
hoping to do for weeks.  It was out like 10 minutes so I never 
was able to tell her about the hummer and just kept quiet so she 
could get her photos.  Once the badger disappeared, I was finally
able to tell her I had seen a very rare bird nearby and hoped she
could use her monster lense to get a photograph to verify the 
bird’s presence in case it was a one-morning wonder.  She had 
worked in AZ and was familiar with Broad-billed Hummers but I 
could sense some serious doubt that I had actually seen what I 
said I had seen.  I think I said a few times Broad-billed not 
Broad-tailed.  She said she needed to be busy filling feeders and
would look for it once she was done.  I told her not to touch the
one feeder I had seen it coming to please!  About then the hummer
zipped in and landed in a bush right next to her head and she saw
it and said oh my gawd (or something similar).  It then flew to 
the feeder where she tried to video it with her phone.  She got a
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terrible video and the bird quickly disappeared again and she 
finally went to get her big camera.  After several more minutes 
the bird came into the feeder several times and she kept missing 
the photo and I suggested she just aim the camera right on the 
feeder and wait and she finally got some good photos and we both 
relaxed! She sent me a copy of this original photo to use in this
report which I will attach.

Description: I was in the NE end of the headquarters area of 
Malheur NWR when I heard a hummingbird buzzing around in some 
brush surrounding the Crane’s Nest gift shop in early morning on 
14 September 2019.  There was no other birders at Hdqs at the 
time and it was about 0700.  I assumed I would see a Black-
chinned Hummer or maybe a Rufous and looked for the bird.  There 
was a hummingbird feeder nearby but the bird was not using it and
was hard to see as it zipped into the dense vegetation 
disappearing for minutes at a time before zipping over to another
area to feed. My first decent look was at the bill which was 
long, broad and orange below with outer ½ of the bill dark.  I 
immediately thought Broad-billed Hummer and was temporarily 
stunned.  I then I thought no way.  I kept trying to follow it 
but it would disappear for a minute or three then zip by and so 
all I was getting was fleeting glimpses. Emerald green top of 
head, neck and back.  Then dark iridescent blue throat and chest.
Then after about 20 minutes it went to the feeder and I was able 
to also see the forked tail and white belly and undertail and 
verify in detail what it was so I could post it to OBOL as 
definitely this species. Within a half hour Renee Tressler was 
able to get a good photo which I will insert in to the end of 
this document.  I reduced the photo size so I could include it in
the report- hope the file is not to large.

Similar Species:
I cannot think of a similar North American hummingbird species, 
which is what made the ID so easy- that and it being a male.

References/Experience: I have seen hundreds of these in SE AZ 
over the years where it is probably the most common breeding 
hummingbird species.  A few overwinter also and I had seen them 
last in January of 2019 when I was down in the general Tucson 
area birding.

Optics:  Bausch and Lomb 8x42 Bins. 

Address: 611 N. 12th St., Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone: 541-260-5763     E-Mail: timrodenkirk@gmail.com
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Your name

Trent Bray

Email

avitours@aol.com

Bird identification

Sub adult? Male Broad-billed Hummingbird.

Date(s)

Sunday, September 15th, 2019.

Time of Day

7:00 a.m.

Location

Malheur NWR Crane's Nest Nature Center & Store.

Lighting and Weather Conditions

Bright sunrise from the east. Light, to no wind. Clear skies.

Details

First relocated by seeing a hummingbird chasing a couple of Orange-crowned Warblers. The suspect hummingbird 
landed on a thin edge-ward branch in the Chinese Elm just north of the hummingbird feeder and Lilac bush. Seen 
through 8 x binos. Dark notched tail. Orange decurved bill, bluish throat, dark green- blue sides of neck, grayish-
white undertail coverts, lower belly and faintish grayish-white malar stripes and supercilium. Heard apparent 
'aggresive' fast ticking calls, with brief pauses.

Similar Species

There are other rare hummingbird species, that don't have the correct combinations of colors or patterns.

Anything else you want to add?

Thanks for Tim R. for finding and getting the word out so quickly.



No photos or video yet.



Your name

judy meredith

Email

jmeredit@bendnet.com

Bird identification

Broad-billed Hummingbird. Male adult plumage

Date(s)

9/23/19. Waited 3 hours for it to come to a feeder but it only came to tall nettle plants along the fence 
and the orange Penstamon plants in the pollinator garden. , where the sun shone on it . Other birders 
with cameras got photographs that day.

Time of Day

about 1030 off and on til 1130, so, mid to Late morning.

Location

Malheur HQ, Nature Atore area feeders and yard with picnic table, pollinator garden to the south of 
Marshall Pond. Biologist Teresa Wicks came by and commented that the bird may previously have been 
frequenting feeders in a terriorial effort as other hummingbirds were in the area. She thought the heavy 
storm last night had cleared out all the hummers but this one so the bird was not as active around the 
feeders. She pointed out a Slippery Elm tree with twigs where the bird seemed to have favorite perches. 
Noted later that between feedings in the plants, the bird did go to perch in twigs in that tree where it 
became almost invisible, with the green leaves matching the green back. The nettles had bloomed and 
tops were dried but may have had insects or nectar. The Penstamon had many blossoms. There was also
an aster blooming which it may have visited briefly, also in the pollnator garden.

Lighting and Weather Conditions

Post storm, puddles scattered about and vegetation wet everywhere, cold morning. There was sunshine 
and few clouds. Sun came from behind me, when I watched the bird in the plants.

Details

A hummingbird with dark forked tail, red bill and blue on the front. Stake out bird at Malheur 



headquarters, known to be coming to a feeder since first reported on Sept 14 by Tim Rodenkirk. No 
other hummingibirds were in the area for size or giss comparisons. When the sun shone on it about 
1100 and 1130 a.m., the bright red in the bill and the blue on the front were bright. No other species in 
vicinity except kinglets and warblers and there was no interaction, no vocalization noted from the 
hummingbird.

Similar Species

No other hummingbirds were seen at Malheur that day. Ruby-crowned Kinglets were numerous. Active, 
fluttering at times in plants, but no hummingbirds at all except the Broad-billed.

Anything else you want to add?

my ebird report at 

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S60058971. 

I did not take photos.
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From: DianaByrne <diana.byrne@comcast.net>
Subject: OBRC Rare Bird Report: Broad-billed Hummingbird
Date: September 16, 2019 at 9:01:44 AM PDT
To: Treesa <autumn207@comcast.net>

Rare Bird Report for OBRC: Broad-billed Hummingbird
Submitted by Diana Byrne 9/16/19
diana.byrne@comcast.net

Bird Identification:
I saw a Broad-billed Hummingbird on Sept. 14, 2019 at 12:20pm.

It is a hummingbird with a broad, slightly de-curved bill that is bright orange/red from the
base to about half-way towards the tip of the bill. The tip end of the bill is black.
The back is green; it is also green going part way up the back of the head. There is gray
on the face, forehead, and underside; and it has some bright blue feathers in the chin 
and neck areas. The blue color ranges from greenish-blue to turquoise-blue to a deeper
blue color.
The tail feathers are dark, with whitish tips. The center tail feathers are shorter than the 
outer tail feathers, giving the tail a notched appearance when open.

Other observers, date, time:
Tim Rodenkirk told me he had seen the bird earlier in the day on Sept. 14.
Alan Woods observed the bird with me on Sept.14 at 12:20pm.
Attached photos by Alan Woods.

Location:
Malheur NWR headquarters, at a hummingbird feeder outside the Crane's Nest Nature 
Center & Store.

ebird report: https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S59799903 

 

 


















