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On a beautiful sunny Saturday morning, 12 OBA members gathered to explore a variety riverine 
habitat along the Columbia River of Wasco and Sherman counties.  
 
First stop was the Columbia Gorge Discovery 
Center which, besides being a nice place for a 
large group to meet, has a nice bit of wetland and 
pond habitat with a trail system behind the 
building, as well as expansive views of the river. 
The birding was slow out of the gate, with low 
temps, but after not too long, thanks to Nick 
Mrvelj’s keen ears, we refound a very cooperative 
SWAMP SPARROW, which at one point foraged in 
plain view of the entire group 
(https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010685). This 
bird, found two days earlier on our scout, is the 
first to be reported on eBird in North Wasco 
County, and only the second for the county as a whole. Driving in we also saw a pair of GREAT 
EGRETS in Taylor Lake. This bird has been reported a number of times in The Dalles recently, 
suggesting that it is no longer worthy of its eBird “Rare” status. 
 
Next up was a small wastewater treatment pond on River Road in The Dalles industrial area 
where we knew we would have our good only chance for WOOD DUCKS for the day, and they 
didn’t disappoint. Besides impressive numbers of Starlings and Robins, the most notable bird for 
this stop was Nick hearing a HERMIT THRUSH perform its “REEET” call. 
(https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010698).  
 
Moving on, we came to a small wetland down the road where we found vocal SORA, VIRGINIA 
RAIL, and MARSH WREN, an impressive haul from such a small patch of urban habitat. All 
three species are difficult to find with any regularity in Wasco County. Another HERMIT 
THRUSH was briefly seen. As much of Wasco County’s forest is high elevation, and often 
snowed in, most reports of Hermit Thrush in the fall and winter are in riparian areas like this one. 
(https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010696).  
 
Moving on to Sherman county, we birded a somewhat quiet Deschutes State Park, but did find a 
few mixed flocks of tree-dwellers (BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE, BUSHTIT, 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER, GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET), and ground-dwellers 
(SONG, WHITE-CROWNED, GOLD-CROWNED, and FOX SPARROWS) with a 
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SLATE-COLORED JUNCO perhaps being the best find. 
The waterfowl was a definite highlight, with great looks at a 
lone SNOW GOOSE mixed with a flock of Canadas, and a 
large group of BARROW'S GOLDENEYE with smaller 
numbers of COMMON GOLDENEYE mixed in (and one 
good candidate for a hybrid male, showing an intermediate 
facial pattern and reduced black spur). Their position in the 
side channel of the Deschutes provided unbeatable views. 
A quick scan of the pond on the north side of the highway 
also yielded a number of CANVASBACKS among other 
ducks (https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010688). 
 

The group made a quick stop at Celilo Park on the way back, where the duck pond had the 
standard mob of coots. In the main channel the COMMON LOON seen on two previous visits 
persisted (https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010695).  
 
We briefly stopped at Seufert County Park to look for the 
AMERICAN DIPPER we found at the mouth of of 
Fifteenmile Creek during the scout, but we failed to relocate 
it. We did, however, have our only BALD EAGLE of the trip 
at the dam, perched atop a High Tension Tower 
(https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010692), and a few 
COMMON MERGANSERS and DOUBLE-CRESTED 
CORMORANTS fishing in the pond below the dam.  
 
No trip to The Dalles is complete without a stop at Lone Pine, (the general name for the area 
around the South end of of The Dalles Bridge, named for the large island underneath the 
bridge) where we scanned the large gull wad, picking out a few HERRING GULLS, and a 

WESTERN among the hundreds of 
CALIFORNIA GULLS and smaller 
numbers of RING-BILLED GULL, 
GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL, and 
OLYMPIC GULLS. A sole 
PEREGRINE FALCON atop the 
Dalles Bridge was a nice addition. 
This bird is a probable breeder at this 
location. We also had a group of 46 
SNOW GEESE drop in, which was 
by far the Wasco County high-count 
(previous was 10) on eBird. The 
sample size is quite small, but this 
fall has shown an uptick in reports of 
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Snow Geese in Wasco County (https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010686). 
 
The last stop of the day was Billboard Basin where Duke Tufty spotted Wasco County's first 
flock of DUNLIN of the season mixed in with a good number of dabblers, including some we had 
yet to find elsewhere like NORTHERN PINTAIL and NORTHERN SHOVELER 
(https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S50010681).  
 
With that the group disbanded, with a number of participants dashing off to scope other 
segments of the Columbia for rarities in the waning light.  
 
All told our group found 76 species on the day (not counting a few seen outside the formal trip). 
The long spell of nice weather possibly limited the number of exotic migrants, but diligent 
scouting provided us locations of some great wintering birds. Many thanks to Ken Chamberlain 
for organizing the trip, Nick Mrvelj for faithfully counting up all 3,564 individual birds for our eBird 
checklists, and all the participants for their good company and good birding.  
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