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The First Benton County Big Sit (2016)
by Isaac Denzer and Kai Frueh

In mid-May of 2016, during a Big Day in Benton County, 
Oregon, we came up with the idea to start a Big Sit in the 
area. We hadn’t had too much previous experience with 

Big Sits; the only one we knew of at the time was one conducted by 
the Malheur Field Station.

We wanted to start some sort of fundraiser to help bird 
conservation, and a Big Sit seemed perfect: It didn’t require 
any pollution, since we would not be using any motor-powered 
vehicles, and people could come and donate or help us spot some 
birds! We had been thinking about something like a Birdathon, 
possibly on bikes, but a Big Sit seemed like a much better option.

The first priority was to decide on a good location within 
Benton County. We ruled out 
the local parks and sewage 
ponds because they either 
didn’t have enough habitat 
diversity visible from within a 
17-foot-diameter circle or didn’t 
have any shelter. Therefore, 
we decided instead that a 
location somewhere in William 
L. Finley NWR (FNWR), the 
county’s only National Wildlife 
Refuge, would probably be the 
most strategic location.

The refuge has four blinds 
(which are all well covered): 
one at McFadden Marsh on the 
south side of the refuge, one 
behind the HQ building, and 
two at Cabell Marsh, which 
is in the middle of the refuge. 
Both marshes have similar 
habitat diversity, but Cabell 
always tends to be the more 
productive of the two, so we 
picked what we thought to be the best of the two blinds at Cabell.

We also had to pick a good date for the Big Sit. Mid-September 
seemed like the best time, because in western Oregon, it is one 
of the peak migration times for many species of birds. And, of 
course, the Big Sit would have to be on a weekend, so we picked 
Saturday, the 17th of September.

Next, we needed to ask the refuge staff at FNWR if we could hold 
the Big Sit at the refuge, so we sent an email asking for permission. 
While we waited for a reply, we picked four causes to donate to. We 
decided to donate to three organizations within the state and one 
that had a broader focus. The local organizations were Friends of 
the Willamette Valley NWR Complex, Friends of Malheur NWR, 
and the Audubon Society of Corvallis (ASC), while the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology was our pick for the national organization. Soon, 
one of the refuge managers for FNWR responded to our email and 
said that we could hold the Big Sit at the refuge!

Our next challenge was to figure out a good time frame for 
the Big Sit, seeing as the refuge is only open from dawn to dusk. 
Because we didn’t want to have to get a special use permit to go 
into the refuge at night, we picked 6:35 am - 7:35 pm, for a 13-hour 
sit.

We came up with the Benton County Big Sit as the name for our 
sit, created an email address for it, and started designing a poster 
to advertise it. Once the poster was complete, we put an article 

about the sit into the ASC 
newsletter and posted about 
the Big Sit to several birding 
email lists.

Within a couple of days, 
we started receiving pledges. 
We used our Big Sit email to 
send pledge sheets to people 
who asked for them; using 
those sheets, people could 
either donate a fixed amount of money ($20 seemed the most 
popular donation), or they could pledge a certain amount of 

money per species. We even got 
three pledges for $2 a bird! We 
kept on getting many pledges 
through the remainder of the 
summer and the beginning of 
the fall. The day of the Big Sit 
was coming, and conveniently 
ASC was having a meeting on 
the 15th, two days before the 
sit, so we went to the meeting 
and, with the help of a couple 
of ASC members, managed to 
raise about $700 for the sit!

Finally, the 17th of Septem-
ber arrived. We got up at about 
5:30 am and were driving into 
the refuge by 6:20. As we were 
heading to Cabell Marsh, we 
noticed a bunch of official Big 
Sit signs put up by one of the 
refuge staff members.

We arrived at the blind 
and started counting birds at 
exactly 6:35 am. Kai’s younger 

brother Ben, who is also a birder, came in with us and stayed the 
rest of the day. Soon after we started counting birds, the three 
of us were joined by another young birder, Jacob Mathison, who 
stayed for about two-thirds of the sit.

We had checked Cabell Marsh a week prior to the Big Sit and 
had been disappointed that there were no mudflats at the marsh, 
but to our delight there was a five-foot wide mudflat at the far 
end of the marsh! Throughout the day it produced six species of 
shorebird, including a Pectoral Sandpiper, a somewhat uncommon 
species in the county. The first four hours of the sit were certainly 
the most productive, and we managed to tally about 65 species in 
that time.

The blind wasn’t quite 17 feet in diameter, so we could scan 
the sky for flyovers from the boardwalk that led into the blind. In 
addition, only one person in the count circle had to see a bird for 
it to count on the official list, so a few of us could stand outside 
the circle and point out birds to the person who had stayed in the 
blind. The only bird missed by anyone who stayed in the blind 
was Fox Sparrow. Frustratingly, it was the only Fox Sparrow that 
showed up during the whole day, and we couldn’t count it.

We had about 20 people stop by throughout the day, including 
some of the county’s best birders! From about noon to three in the 
afternoon, the birding was pretty dull, and we only added four 
new species. Even though the birding was pretty boring, a bunch 

The 2016 Benton County Big Sit team: 
Kai Frueh, Ben Frueh, and Isaac Denzer. Photo by Kai Frueh
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of people stopped by around this time, including someone from 
the refuge who wanted to take our photo for the refuge newsletter. 
As it got closer to dark, the birding improved slightly, and we 
added species to the list quite a bit faster than during the first part 
of the afternoon.

Just thirty seconds before the sit ended, a large flock of dabbling 
ducks suddenly flew in. We hastily scoped through them and 
found the first Northern Shoveler of the day! The Shoveler was the 
last and 71st bird for the sit!

Bird highlights from the day included a late American Bittern 
that we spotted at about noon (which stayed around for the rest 
of the day), a small flock of American White Pelicans that were 
present for the whole day, the aforementioned Pectoral Sandpiper 
on the mudflat, and three rather late Cliff Swallows. We used eBird 
to record our sightings; a full species list from the day, including 
photos, can be seen at http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/
S34746445.

We had a payment system ready before the Big Sit, but at the 
last minute it failed, so ASC kindly took checks for us. After a 
few weeks and some last-minute pledges, the Audubon Society of 
Corvallis made out four checks, one for each organization, and to 
our delight, we found that we had raised a total of $2,722, which 
meant $680.50 for each conservation organization! The Benton 
County Big Sit was a great success, and we hope to make it an 
annual event in order to continue helping conservation efforts!

Additional information on the Benton County Big Sit can be 
found at http://bcbigsit.blogspot.com/.

Editor’s note: On Sunday, September 24, 2017, the same Big 
Sit Team (Isaac Denzer [14], Kai Frueh [14], and Ben Frueh [12]) 
conducted the second annual Benton County Big Sit at the same 
location. The intrepid team of young birders started an hour earlier 
and called it quits an hour later than in 2016, and they ended the 
day with an amazing 81 species and $3,152.10 in pledges toward 
conservation! The full list is on eBird at http://ebird.org/ebird/
ybn/view/checklist/S39378311. Way to go, guys!

Black-capped Chickadee. 2017 Big Sit. 
Photo by Isaac Denzer

Great Egret. 2016 Big Sit.
Photo by Isaac Denzer

Belted Kingfisher. 2017 Big Sit. 
Photo by Kai Frueh

American White Pelican. 2016 Big Sit.
Photo by Isaac Denzer
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In 2006, Prineville was facing a big problem. The housing 
bubble had reached the area, and forecasters were 
predicting the growth of real estate would reach 350 new 

homes per year. The bursting of that bubble was not foreseen 
and federal agencies were pressuring local controllers to update 
their sewer and freshwater infrastructure to handle the projected 
increase in demand. A study was commissioned to estimate 
overall costs of new facilities and rate payer increases that would 
accompany those facilities. The “Feds” were recommending a 
mechanical treatment facility, and the study arrived at an overall 
cost of $62 million dollars. This figure would triple current user 
rates and, understandably, caused much angst in local political 
circles. Clearly, alternative solutions were in order.

  In 2007, the city hired Eric Klann as its city engineer. He was 
tasked with revamping the drinking water system and finding 
an alternative solution to the treatment of wastewater. Klann, a 
graduate of Crook County High School in Prineville, proved to be 
a fortuitous hire. Quickly, he began a search for “outside-the-box” 
solutions to water treatment. His search led him to the managers 
of Ladd Marsh in La Grande. La Grande had faced a similar 
dilemma in the past and had settled on a treatment facility that 
incorporated Ladd Marsh, an ODFW wetland near town. Working 
with the Ladd Marsh people, Klann developed a proposal for a 
passive wetland water treatment facility northwest of Prineville 
that would accomplish the city’s treatment goals at a cost of $7.7 
million instead of the $62 million in the original proposal. The 
Crooked River Wetlands Project was born.

  From the beginning, Klann and other city officials faced 
steep opposition to the wetlands plan. Many local citizens 
opposed the creation of a large wetlands project close to the 
city and surrounding residential areas. Many saw this as an 
environmental project and a substantial portion of the population 
has an involuntary, knee-jerk response to anything related to 
the “e” word. Other concerns included vector control (especially 
mosquitoes), increased user traffic in surrounding neighborhoods, 
and potential olfactory issues associated with sewage treatment. 
With the skill of a seasoned politician, Klann navigated these 
objections and pushed his plan through to the development stage. 
In the end, he was able to smooth over concerns, and the massive 
user savings won out over the opposition. 
PLANNING

  Once the concept was approved by the city, additional funds 
needed to be sought in an effort to procure even greater savings 

for local users. Klann reached out to a multitude of potential 
stakeholders and many contributors were brought on board (see 
Table 1.1). Some issued grants to the city, while others offered 
generous financing packages. An additional $3 million was raised 
for the design and construction of the wetlands. What started out 
as a $62-million-dollar expenditure now would cost the city under 
$4 million dollars. These savings resulted in projected payer costs 
that would reduce user rates to a level lower than current rates in 
a matter of a decade or so. Suddenly, this became a very popular 
and positive project in the community. 

  Other local stakeholders started to come on board and support 
the wetlands project. Non-financial contributors (see Table 1.2) 
recognized the potential benefits of a wetlands/trail system in 
their backyard.  The proposed project opened up possibilities 
for recreational use, wildlife enhancement, and educational 
opportunities. Win ... win ... win!!! Birding groups, biking groups, 
fishing organizations, schools, and many other potential user 
groups rapidly lent their support.  

  Before construction could begin, a myriad of studies and 
mitigation measures had to be completed to ensure public 
safety and the efficacy of expenditures. Hydrology studies were 
commissioned to test the effects of the wetlands on local wells 
and ground water. Procedures were undertaken to determine the 
biotic and abiotic influences on the nearby Crooked River. Test 
wells were dug and regularly monitored. State-of-the-art testing 
equipment was purchased and city employees were well trained 
in its usage. 

The next step was to develop an overall plan so that construction 
could begin. Eric Klann would lead a team of dozens which 
included advisors, architects, and designers who were collectively 
tasked with developing the final blueprints. Eventually, four teams 
of advisors were established and consulted along the way. There 
was an educational team, a natural resource team, a recreational 
team, and a vector control team. Each team was allowed to 
customize the plan to best serve the group they represented. 
Finally, in April of 2016, construction crews had a finalized plan 
and groundbreaking ensued.  
CONSTRUCTION

  The wetlands plan called for the construction of 15 retention 
ponds. Each of these ponds was designed to provide different 
habitats for wildlife and aesthetics for general users. There are 
large ponds and deep ponds, small ponds and shallow ponds, 
ponds with vegetation and open water ponds. The vegetation 

Crooked River Wetlands Project - Prineville, Oregon
by Chuck Gates

Photo provided by City of Prineville
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around each pond was carefully planned to give the user the 
richest experience while keeping its ecological value. This system 
of 15 ponds, along with an already existing large pond, makes up 
the bulk of the wetland.

  Early on, it was decided that this facility would be user-
accessible and user-friendly. Around every pond, trails totaling 
5.4 miles were constructed. Of this total, 3.25 miles are paved. All 
trails are wide enough to accommodate 
service vehicles, so they allow for 
very spacious hiking and biking 
opportunities. In addition to the regular 
trail system, several dikes were built 
that extend over varying distances into 
some of the ponds. These provide access 
out into the water and facilitate viewing. 

Two boardwalks were constructed 
to aid in access and add aesthetic 
value. One extends into one of the large 
ponds, while the other runs from the 
trail system directly out to the Crooked 
River. This second dike is of interest, not 
only because it provides access into the 
riparian area along the river, but also 
because it was conceived, designed, and 
built by a local Eagle Scout as a scouting 
project.

It is important to note that, in addition 
to the pond habitat created, there were 
also improvements done to a two-mile 
section of the Crooked River that borders the wetlands on its north 
side. This area of the river had been channeled by the Army Corps 
of Engineers many times in an effort to prevent flooding in the city 
of Prineville. As a result, it was little more than a ditch and this was 
true of McKay Creek and Ochoco Creek as well. Since McKay and 
Ochoco creeks enter the Crooked River adjacent to the wetlands, 
some wetland funds were used to rehabilitate this stretch of the 
river and the areas around the mouths of those creeks. Planting 
of vegetation took place and vernal pools for wildlife habitat 
were established. Side channels with access to the river were set 
up, creating quiet areas somewhat similar to estuaries in that 
they could harbor young fish and amphibians. This proved to be 
especially important to the re-establishment of Steelhead in the 
Crooked River. Steelhead fry soon occupied those side channels.

  Kevin Costner wrote, “If you build it, they will come.”  With 
all these ponds and trails, people would certainly come to the 
area, and services were a required wetland component. A spacious 
parking area was constructed, complete with a covered pavilion 

and restroom.  The pa-
vilion has picnic tables 
and an Information 
Center. The Informa-
tion Center consists of 
an informative kiosk 
and a Community Bul-
letin Board. The Com-
munity Bulletin Board 
posts announcements 
of upcoming events and 
important happenings 
pertaining to the wet-
lands. 

Construction was 
completed and the 
gates to the Crooked 

River Wetlands were opened in April 2017. Usage was immediate 
and generous. A grand opening took place on April 21st and was 
attended by over 200 people. The Crooked River Wetlands were 
officially open for business.
EDUCATION

From the beginning, education was picked as one of the four 
major driving forces that influenced the design of these wetlands. 

The original plan called for thirteen in-
formational kiosks that were to be de-
signed and produced by local students. 
The pace of student design proved to be a 
little too slow, so a graphic designer was 
hired to take the students’ ideas and es-
tablish those kiosks. The combination of 
student input and a professional design 
team produced absolutely beautiful ki-
osks. The kiosk information is summa-
rized in table 1.3 below. 

Soon after the wetlands opened, it 
became obvious that the public yearned 
for more information. Some of the kiosks 
were located far out in the wetlands 
and were being viewed by a limited 
number of users. Local facility workers 
were presented with questions about 
all manner of subjects and they were 
often unable to provide answers. Enter 
the wetlands local cheerleader and chief 
advocate, Jim Van Vlack (Jim can often be 

seen driving the wetlands on his golf cart and assisting with user 
questions).  Jim was given the title of Volunteer Coordinator and 
began working with Eric Klann on the development of a docent 
program for the facility. The docent program would provide and 
train volunteers who would staff the wetlands and be available to 
answer user questions. Mary Ann Pogany volunteered to assist, 
and she and Van Vlack developed the docent program manual 
and training format. While not yet implemented at the time of this 
publication, it is hoped the docent program will soon be in place 
to better serve wetlands visitors.  

 The wetlands have an enormous potential as an outdoor 
classroom and a vehicle for natural history and ecology education. 
Even in the initial spring of its existence, local school children could 
frequently be found conducting classroom projects at the facility. 
Volunteers have planted milkweed in several locations, and a 
curriculum is being developed to involve students in activities 
revolving around milkweed and Monarch butterflies. Future 
plans are in the works to recruit outdoor schools and educational 
opportunities for students from areas throughout the state.
BIRDS

From its original conception, the potential of the wetlands as 
a mecca for birds and birders has been recognized. Ponds and 
riparian improvement design were often driven by the needs of 
local resident and migrant birds. 

  Shorebirds will likely be the bird group most dramatically 
impacted by this wetland. Each pond has regulatory gates that allow 
flooding and water level reduction controlled by wetland staff. 
That staff has expressed a willingness to work with local birders 
and birding organization to optimize water levels for shorebirds 
during migration. Even though the ponds were brand-new in 2017, 
they attracted multitudes of shorebirds during the first migration 
season. Within a month of opening, the complex hosted the first of 
what most think will be a long list of rare species. In the first week 
of June, two Pacific Golden-Plovers were located at the wetlands. 
These were the first records ever of this species in the county. By 

Jim Van Vlack, Volunteer Coordinator
Photo by Chuck Gates

Pacific Golden-Plover 
Photo by Sid Padgaonkar



August of 2017, large numbers of Western and Least Sandpipers 
were visiting, along with Semipalmated and Baird’s Sandpipers. 
Nesters included Killdeer and Spotted Sandpiper. Semipalmated 
Plover and both yellowlegs were also noted in the first autumn 
of the wetland’s existence. Long-billed Dowitchers were plentiful 
and other species of shorebirds appeared sporadically throughout 
the fall. Surely, other species will turn up in future seasons.

  The potential for abundant 
waterfowl certainly exists, but it 
remains to be seen how waterfowl 
will respond to the presence of 
hikers, bikers, and dogs. Since several 
of the largest ponds are furthest 
from the parking area, it’s likely that 
waterfowl will prefer those areas of 
lower disturbance. Even with the 
presence of humans and canines, it 
is likely that this location will play 
an important role as a stopover for 
ducks, loons, grebes, and others.

  The proximity of the wetlands 
to the Crooked River provides some 
riparian and marsh habitat for 
birders to explore. Virginia Rails and 
Sora join Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 
Red-winged Blackbirds, and Marsh 
Wrens in the cattails. Yellow Warblers 
and Yellow-breasted Chats are found 
alongside Bullock’s Orioles and Western Wood-Pewees. Migrant 
passerines should be in abundance once the riparian trees grow 
up.

  Within weeks of filling the first ponds, the local Tricolored 
Blackbirds discovered the rich feeding opportunities in the 
wetlands. It’s likely that they will frequent and possibly even nest 
in the area.

The local middle school built over 180 swallow nest boxes, 
and city workers installed these boxes throughout the wetlands. 
Although too late for the 2017 breeding season, future Tree 
Swallows will likely find these boxes very appealing. Already, 
Bank Swallows from the local colony have adopted the ponds and 
can often be found in numbers exceeding 300. Plans are in place 
to provide nesting sites for Barn and Cliff Swallows, while Violet-
green and Northern Rough-winged Swallows already use the site. 
Local nighthawks will also likely come to covet this location. 

FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS
Additional plans are already forming to improve birding and 

other forms of usage. These plans will involve funds outside of the 
city’s budget and will likely have to come from donations.

  It is hoped that funds can be raised to build a viewing platform 
at the east end of the complex. This would provide a view of the old 
settling pond that is currently blocked by a raised dike. This pond 

will likely hold more waterfowl than 
the wetland ponds and is currently 
blocked by a gate. Scope views of the 
entire complex would be available 
from this platform as well. 

Access to the whole area was 
ensured with the installation of the 
excellent trail system. However, this 
system is over five miles long and 
many users will be unable to access 
the whole complex due to ambulatory 
limitations. Plans are in place to 
purchase a six-person electric golf 
cart that volunteers can use to ferry 
birders and other users to and from 
the farthest regions of the wetlands. 
This cart will likely be part of the 
docent project referred to earlier.

LOCATION
The Crooked River Wetlands are 

located about two miles northwest of 
Prineville at 4035 NW Rimrock Acres Loop (44.316480, -120.898096). 
From the west end of Prineville, take O’Neil Valley Road for 2.1 
miles to the wetland entrance. Once there, consult the Information 
Center in the pavilion for local access information. 
CONCLUSION

There are several iconic wetland projects in Oregon. The 
aforementioned Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area in La Grande, Fernhill 
Wetlands in Forest Grove, and Jackson Bottom Wetlands Preserve 
in Hillsboro come to mind. There are others and now, Crooked 
River Wetlands in Prineville can be added to that list.  This 
location promises to offer a great birding experience throughout 
the year. Birders may want to make a little paradigm shift when 
planning a birding trip to Central or Eastern Oregon. Crooked 
River Wetlands should be added to any local trip itinerary. You 
won’t be disappointed. 

CONTRIBUTORS CONTRIBUTIONS
US Dept of Agriculture Rural Development $1,000,000 Grant

Infrastructure Finance Authority $750,000 Grant
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality Interim Financing
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs

and Portland General Electric Pelton Fund
$75,000 Design and $750,000 Construction Grants

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board $280,000 Design and $258,417 Construction Grants
Oregon State Parks $260,000 Grant
Prineville Kiwanis $2500 Grant
East Cascades Audubon Society $2000 Grant
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 Table 1.1 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CROOKED RIVER WETLANDS PROJECT

Eric Klann, Prineville City Engineer
Photo by Chuck Gates
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Wetlands Entrance Sign Wetland Plants Riparian Improvements
History of Crook County Native Pollinators Bird Habitats in the Wetlands
Our Native American History Macroinvertebrates Steelhead Reintroduction
Wetlands Water Treatment Crooked River Watershed Wetland Habitat and Animals
Crooked River Geology

Table 1.3 CROOKED RIVER WETLANDS INFORMATIONAL KIOSK TOPICS

Crook County School District
Powell Butte Community Charter School
Bend West Side Magnet School
East Cascades Audubon Society
Crook County Parks and Recreation
Crook County Health Department
US Fish and Wildlife Service
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Dozens of Local Experts on Wildlife, Botany, Hydrology, Geology and Other Areas

Table 1.2 IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS TO THE CROOKED RIVER WETLANDS PROJECT



Deb Holland (1948-2017)
 
Deb Holland died on August 17, 2017, from metastatic 

cancer that was first diagnosed the previous month.
 Deb grew up in Indiana and graduated with a B.A. in Bi-

ology from Indiana University in 1989.  She and her second 
husband Michael Main moved first to Minnesota in 1998 and 
then to Oregon (Beaverton in 2001 and Newport in 2003).  
From Newport, she became an active birder throughout Lin-
coln County.  She was a member of Yaquina Birders & Nat-
uralists, and many of her sightings were in their newsletter.  
Unbeknownst to many of her birder friends, she was also 
interested in daffodils and had been a judge for the Oregon 
Daffodil Society between 2004 and 2013.

 By June 2010, she had begun sending her bird observations 
to eBird.org, and she became the Lincoln County eBird 
reviewer in 2014.  She was passionate about encouraging 
birders to contribute their sightings.  She also conscientiously 
reviewed unusual bird reports because eBird record quality 
was important to her as well as to eBird.  If more details were 
needed for an unusual report, she tried to tactfully request 
details to not discourage the birder who reported it.  She liked 
being an eBird reviewer, and she had wanted to continue 
doing so, but then, too soon, she couldn’t.

 She is survived by her first husband Ted Ostaszewski, her 
second husband Michael Main, two sons, and a granddaughter.

  --Range Bayer

We were deeply saddened to learn of Deb’s passing.  As 
statewide eBird Review coordinators, Deb would often reach 
out to us with questions about the records that she was 
reviewing.  We could always count on getting her query for 
more details on any unusual bird that we found in Lincoln 
County, a tribute to her diligence as a county-level eBird re-
viewer.  We crossed paths with her in the field and at various 

birding events over 
the years and always 
enjoyed her compa-
ny.  When she first 
received her cancer 
diagnosis, she reached 
out to inform us that 
she would no longer 
be able to shoulder her 
eBird review duties.  
Little did we know 
that her condition was 
so grave or that her 
remaining time would 
be so short.

 --David Irons and 
Shawneen Finnegan
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Unusual Nesting of Barn Owls and 
Prairie Falcons

by Jon Mousel and Dick Musser

On May 24, 2016, while observing nesting raptors in 
Malheur County, we noted a single nestling Prairie 
Falcon (Falco mexicanus), about three weeks old, in an old 

raven nest. About one meter away, within a small cavity on the 
cliff, a family of Barn Owls (Tyto alba) had their nest. 

We saw all four adult raptors. There was no aggression between 
the adults, and both species went about their lives as though the 
other species were not present. 

On June 3, 2016, we rechecked this location. This day was much 

DEB HOLLAND

hotter than previous days, with a high temperature of about 90 F. 
The young Prairie Falcon could not be seen in the raven nest, and 
it was obvious this cliff face was too hot for a young raptor to live.

All five owls (two adults and three youngsters) were in their 
nesting cavity, and careful observation revealed the young falcon 
had moved into this cooler cavity with the owls. We saw the 
female Prairie Falcon but it never attempted to enter the owl’s 
nesting hole. 

On June 10, 2016, a recheck revealed a fledgling falcon about 
three meters from the old raven nest. It could fly a few meters on 
this date, but mostly sat around doing nothing. 

At 1:00 PM, I noticed the adult male owl make a short hunting 
flight from the cliff before being lost from view. In a few minutes 
this owl reappeared, carrying food up to the cliff face, and was 
greeted by a “food begging” young falcon. The owl flew past the 
young falcon, and fed its own youngsters. 

June 12, 2016, was the last date this site was checked. On this 
date, two of the young owls had fledged, but were still perched on 
the cliff, hidden within small pockets of shade. 

The young falcon mostly sat on the cliff, but from time to time 
made short flights of four to five meters. I saw the adult male arrive 
with food, which its youngster readily accepted.

It appears that both the Barn Owls and the Prairie Falcons will 
fledge normally from this site.  

Nestling Prairie Falcon (circled) and Barn Owls in their respective 
nests. Photo by Jon Mousel
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Lorelle Sherman is obsessed with Purple Martins, calling 
them “super charismatic.” Originally hired to work on a 

Purple Martin habitat study, she is now juggling THREE Purple 
Martin projects: the habitat study, a study of nestling diet, and a 
nestling banding study!

Why research the Purple Martin? According to Lorelle, Purple 
Martin is considered a sensitive species in Oregon. (A sensitive 
species has a small or declining population, is at-risk, and/or is 
of management concern.) Aerial insectivores, such as the Purple 
Martin, are one of the fastest declining guilds of birds. In addition, 
there are significant information gaps regarding the population 
status and nesting habitats of this fascinating bird. 

The Purple Martin nestling banding study started in 2011, to 
provide information on the population dynamics and dispersal 
patterns of Purple Martin colonies in Oregon. Lorelle has found 
Purple Martin nests in surprising places, including in valley 
bottoms, at forest edges, and in pilings along the coast. She 
wonders if the Purple Martins are “more flexible than we think.” 
Are they nesting in unexpected habitat because they are flexible or 
because they are desperate?

The size of Purple Martin colonies varies. The upland forest 
sites have scattered small colonies. Many nest boxes Lorelle placed 
there were not occupied. In contrast, on the coast at Coos Bay and 
at Fern Ridge Reservoir, Purple Martin colonies are large, and as 
boxes are added, the colony size increases in response. 

Purple Martin nest boxes were originally placed at Fern Ridge 
Reservoir (Lane County) by the Army Corps of Engineers and in 
Coos Bay by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to bolster 
populations, with the hope that Purple Martins would disperse 
back to upland forest nesting habitat. 

This year, for the first time, two Purple Martins previously 
banded in artificial housing at OSU’s research forests were found 
nesting in natural snag cavities. They were found at two different 
upland forest sites in western Oregon, confirming dispersal from 
artificial housing units back to natural snag cavities. 

Extreme weather likely affects nestling Purple Martins. Dead 
nestlings were found at research sites after both the cold rainy 
weather last year and the high heat this summer. 

Questions still to be answered: What key features does a Purple 
Martin use to select a nesting site? How do colonies nesting in the 
three different habitat types we see them in differ? What is the 
population size and distribution? 

2016 was the first year of the Purple Martin habitat surveys, 
done through the US Geological Survey (USGS) and the BLM. 
This is a project to survey the Purple Martin population in all of 
western Oregon. Remote-sensed data, including GIS, is used to 
find clearcuts that are less than 10 years old, with remnant snags.

The hardest part about this research is dealing with the land 
ownership barriers. Frequently sites are behind locked gates and 
down unimproved roads. Although most owners are cooperative, 
it still takes time and energy to obtain the numerous required 
permits.  Lorelle may get to a site, only to find that it is surrounded 
by almost  impenetrable brush and poison oak. 

The diet study, which will be her master’s thesis, started in 
2017 and will continue for two years. Lorelle, with assistance from 
OSU technician Miranda Martin, collects nestling fecal samples 
from three habitat types: upland forest, wetland habitat, and the 
Oregon coast. The samples are analyzed using DNA sequencing. 

Lorelle hopes the results 
elucidate whether or not 
prey type, availability 
and abundance differs 
among the three habitat 
types. Initial diet data 
should be analyzed 
this summer, and a 
methodology paper will 
follow at the end of this 
year. 

Funding for the 
research is provided by 
the USGS, the BLM, and 
the US Forest Service, as 
well as the Purple Martin Conservation Association.

OSU provides a technician to assist, and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Fern Ridge office, partners with her to provide a boat 
and manpower.

Lorelle can’t remember a time when she wasn’t interested in 
birds. As a child, she subscribed to Bird Talk magazine, and she 
remembers wearing owl masks for Halloween. This interest 
became a passion as a result of an ornithology class at the 
University of Vermont, taught by Professor Allan Strong.

After graduate school, Lorelle hopes to continue field research, 
collecting new information, for as long as possible.

Interview with Lorelle Sherman conducted by Kathleen Krall.

Interview with Lorelle Sherman

Lorelle Sherman is an Oregon State University (OSU) Forest Ecosystems & Society 
graduate student, who is studying the Purple Martin.

Purple Martin nestlings
Photo by Lorelle Sherman
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Lorelle Sherman. 
Photo by Joe Metzler



Book Review

Birding without Borders
by Noah Strycker

Reviewed by James Billstine

What is birding? What motivates us to stop and watch a 
goldfinch grab a seed from a feeder, or to track a Raven 
lazily coursing through the air?

In Noah Strycker’s Birding without Borders, the Oregon-born, 
self-described “Bird Man” tackles the true definition of birding, 
and connects what it means for himself with what it means for 
the birders he met around the globe. During his quest for a 2015 
WORLD Big Year record, Strycker found significance not only in 
his personally-driven goal, but in the connection that he made 
with birds, and birders around the world. In a poignant moment 

of observation, he described birding 
like a person taking in a 

painting. Instead 
of glossing over 
the surface of 
a landscape, by 
focusing on a single 
bird a person is able 
to “... absorb a large 
canvas… by examining 
it one detail at a time.” 
On top of this insightful 
perception, Strycker 
came to realize that the 
selfless acts of kindness 
by strangers, and the 
generosity of barely-
known acquaintances on 
his journey shows that 
birding allows humanity to 
connect with more than just 

the natural world; it allows humanity to connect with itself. 
As well as providing thoughtful definitions on what birding 

is, Strycker also relays a message that environmentally-conscious 
citizens of the planet rarely find: hope. From a reformed logger-
turned-bird-whisperer in Ecuador to a Ghanaian professional 
soccer player, Strycker found efforts of conservation occurring 
in far-flung places that can embolden a reader’s optimism for our 
planet’s brighter future.

Strycker skillfully ties the story of his expedition together 
with strong pacing and a slightly non-linear storyline to keep 
readability high, and interest from lagging.  On top of all of 
this sits, appropriately, a list of birds, with names like Volcano 
Hummingbird and Flame-Crowned Flowerpecker. While reading, I 
was constantly searching the web, my mouth agape at images of 
these amazing birds. 

Strycker’s Big Year has a lot to offer readers: hope, history, 
knowledge, and understanding, but I think he described it best 
when he stated, “It was, pure and simple, a celebration of birds.” 

Note: I found this website the most helpful for looking at 
pictures of the birds Noah saw: 

https://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/Species-Account/nb/
species
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A few years ago, Portland State University received a 
bequest of bird-related books.

 When I brought in a group of Oregon Birds volumes that 
filled a gap in their collection, staff members at the Millar Library 
gave me the opportunity to see some of the more gorgeously 
illustrated titles among them, including A Guide to the Birds of 
Ceylon, by G.M. Henry, a compact and delightful book in slightly 
antique style, about birds in the place now known a Sri Lanka. 

The books in the bequest have since been folded into the general 
collection, where they can be browsed or studied by the public 
and checked out by students and alumni library card holders. The 
donor, Mr. Dengler, was not known to have an attachment to the 
Library or to the University, but he collected a remarkable group 
of titles. They leave one to conjecture about what use he made 
of them, because to take just a few into the field would indicate 
extensive birding done somewhere. Then again, maybe he liked 
to read and dream.

Many of the volumes he collected are guidebooks to a wide 
variety of sites, from the continental Rare Birds of the World, to 
the highly localized A Birder’s Guide to Southeastern Arizona. The 
authors likewise run from some who wrote on a narrow subject 
to regional authorities like Rodolphe Meyer de Schauensee and 
David Bannerman, and those who wrote the first guides to their 
area, like Salim Ali. Some are historical and some are current, 
such as Robert Ridgley’s guide to Panama. There are also species 
and family accounts, from swans down to hummingbirds.

There are guides that cover both of these categories, i.e. A Field 
Guide to Warblers of North America; Bent’s Life Histories of North 
American Wild Fowl, order Anseres and the parody handbook, 
Another Field Guide to Little-known & Seldom-seen Birds of North 
America.

Borneo, Guatemala, Zambia, A Guide to Birdfinding West of 
the Mississippi? They are here. Curious about The Loon, hawks, 
seabirds, shorebirds, Sulidae? This a fine place to read up on them, 
and perchance to dream.

OBA PSU Dengler Collection
by Pamela Johnston

Adelie Penguin tending its chick in Antarctica. 
Photo courtesy of (c) Noah Strycker.



Knute Andersson (1948-2017)
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In April of 2008, Russ Namitz called me up to let me 
know that some guy who lived near Langlois had an 
American Tree Sparrow coming to his feeder.  This is 
an unusual species on the 
south coast and especially 
coming to a feeder.  Since 
I had never heard of this 
Knute Andersson guy, I 
thought maybe he had his 
ID wrong. I didn’t bother 
to go check out the bird, 
but I should have — Knute 
had photos! 

This was one of 
many rare birds Knute 
would find coming to his 
extensive bird feeder set-
up at the trailer he lived 
in at Sea Wind Farms 
cranberry bogs, the largest 
cranberry farm in Oregon, 
located just a couple miles 
south of Floras Lake in 
Curry County. Knute was 
the manager there and was well respected by the 
local cranberry growing community.

His bird feeder set-up was awesome. He had many 
black-oil sunflower seed feeders, thistle feeders, suet 
feeders, and hummingbird feeders.  He once told me 
he was spending $200/month on seed.  There were 
two large, metal garbage cans filled with seed on the 
back porch. He had a huge picture window between 
him and the feeders — perfect for a photographer.  
His desk was right there also, with a computer and 
a TV where he could watch his favorite sports teams, 
the Celtics and the Red Sox, while keeping an eye on 
his feeders and the plethora of birds feeding at them. 

When I met him later in 2008, I also quickly came 
to know Lois Miller, who was an accomplished bird 
photographer from Port Orford.  They were quite the 
photography team; Lois had a great ear for birds and 
Knute had an eagle eye. They travelled all over the 
south coast together, taking bird photos.  I remember 
seeing them many a time sitting on a large driftwood 
log out on the Bandon Marsh NWR mudflats at low 

tide, waiting for shorebirds to land nearby so they 
could get close-up photos.

They both amassed enormous numbers of photos, 
which filled many computer hard drives.  Every now 

and then, when I saw Knute, 
he would have stunning 
prints of some recent bird 
he had photographed. Knute 
and Lois did several photo 
presentations for both the 
Cape Arago (Coos Bay/
Bandon) and Kalmiopsis 
(Port Orford area) Audubon 
societies, which were always 
big hits.

 It seemed that between 
Knute and Lois, they knew 
most of the residents of the 
Port Orford/Langlois area.  
When we were out birding 
together and wanted to look 
for birds on private land  — 
there are some outstanding 
birding locations on private 
ranches in that area  — Knute 

would make a call and off we would go!  
In late 2015, Knute retired. Shortly thereafter, Lois 

contracted cancer and died rather quickly after the 
diagnosis.  This was very hard on Knute and he decided 
that he would relocate back to Massachusetts, where 
his family was and where he spent every December 
seeing his mom, sister, daughters, and grandkids. 

In the summer of 2016, Knute moved in with one 
of his daughters there and really enjoyed spending 
time with his grandkids. He continued to send me 
photos of birds from around Massachusetts.

On July 22, 2017, Knute died suddenly in Wareham, 
Massachusetts.

Losing both Knute and Lois in such a short period 
of time really was tough for many of their friends 
and family.  It certainly isn’t the same, birding 
without either of them around, but I will never 
forget the fun times I had with both of them. Happy 
Trails, Knute and Lois, too  — how lucky we were to 
have had them in our lives!

— Tim Rodenkirk



Oregon Wrentits March into the Twenty-first Century 
by Pamela K. Johnston

(continued on page 70)
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The Wrentit (Chamaea fasciata) is a familiar year-round 
singer along the Oregon Coast, an elusive little brown 
bird with a purring trill. It sometimes pops up from 

the salal to look at you with pale 
yellow eyes, only to disappear. That 
comfortable characterization gets 
shaken up periodically when birders 
report them from sites far from the 
coast, and speculation about their 
origin and likely persistence at this 
new place starts to rise. 

This is the report of a sighting 
that started such a discussion in 
2016: “Yesterday [8/21/16] at Craig 
Lake, Lane County — on Hwy 242 
due south of Belknap Crater —
two Wrentits moved through the 
primitive campsite continuously 
calling to each other. It was strange 
to hear, then see, the species at such 
a high elevation in the Cascades 
(approximately 5100 feet)—and only 
a couple miles from the Deschutes 
County line.” 1

Jim Johnson’s report brought up 
lots of questions and answers about 
the ongoing range expansion, post-
breeding dispersal, and survival needs 
of the Wrentit. Could they survive a winter at the site? Where did 
they come from and what are their travel routes; what do we know 
about their needs and habits? The Oregon Birders OnLine (OBOL) 
discussion that followed drew out the personal experiences of 
many field observers, to whom I offer many thanks as I quote their 
observations. I also thank Mark Nikas for sharing a file he collected 
in 2008 and later from the same source, which I will also employ. 
The author of a far more detailed article than I will attempt here, 
Matthew Hunter offers in these OBOL discussions his personal 
observations, as well as things he learned while working with 
historical data. Some observers bring conclusions drawn from 
survey work in areas where Wrentits are found inland, others 
offer their surprising encounters. There are negative reports as 
well, which have the value of confirming the non-appearance of 
the birds at many places. As Matt Hunter pointed out in his article, 
records of range expansion are often behind the times, hindered 
by a lack of observers. But non-observation by those equipped to 
recognize the bird also helps to establish where it occurs.  
Plant Communities

By following a series of remarks made on OBOL in 2008, we 
see that Wrentits are regularly seen away from the immediate 
coast, creeping into brushy places in the Coast Range and showing 
up in the Willamette Valley and east into the west slopes of the 
Cascades. What is the usual composition of Wrentit habitat? A 
characterization like the following one from National Audubon 
Society is good as far as it goes: “The Wrentit lives in coastal 
scrub and chaparral along the West Coast, including suburban 
yards and parks with shrubs. Away from the coast they live in 
thickets along creeks, oak woodlands, mixed-evergreen forests, 
and dense shrublands with coyotebush [coyote brush, Baccharis 
pilularis], manzanita [Arctostaphylos sp.], California lilac [Ceanothus 
thyrsiflorus], or blackberry [Rubus sp].”2 This is a list composed 

largely of plants that in Oregon are of coastal distribution, so it is 
not particularly helpful outside California.

On 2/12/08, Mike Patterson gave an example of a typical 
dense shrub community with fruit 
in Clatsop Co, OR : “The birds along 
the BBS Route at Nicolai [Mtn CBC] 
have moved into the permanent 
scrublands underneath high voltage 
power lines which are composed of 
salal [Gaultheria shallon], salmonberry 
[R. spectabilis] and nootka rose [Rosa 
nutkana].” To know where to look for a 
non-Coastal Wrentit, we need to pay 
more attention to the kinds of brush 
that they find congenial elsewhere in 
Oregon.  

Roy Gerig gave his general 
impression of Coast Range and low 
Cascades Wrentit sites: “almost 
without exception Wrentit is found in 
dense, brushy 5-10 year old replanted 
Douglas fir after a clearcut both in the 
Coast Range and where they were 
found east of Lebanon. My guess 
is those clearcuts are the reason 
for Wrentit expansion in this part 

of the state. Large scale clearcutting 
and replanting beginning as early 

as the 1960’s may have given Wrentit access to the Coast Range 
… When those replanted areas are 5-10 years old, with Douglas 
firs planted 900 trees per acre with a lot of other vegetation like 
trailing blackberry [R. ursinus] and [other brush] they form large 
dense thickets that are structurally not unlike the dense thickets 
[of salal and other shrubs] where you find Wrentit along the 
coast.” The likeliest explanation of their route away from the Coast 
is that they have followed these brush paths until they crossed 
the Coast Range and came down the other side, into Benton, Polk, 
and Yamhill Co, a process speeded by increased logging from 
the 1960s onward, and as Harry Fuller said, that they “came up 
to Jackson Co by following the Rogue River inland from the coast, 
not by flying over Siskiyou Pass.” 

On 2/11/08, Jamie Simmons provided longitudinal data: “I have 
run a Breeding Bird Survey (Salado 69009) in the approximate [east 
– west] center of the Coast Range in Lincoln Co since 1995.  Wrentit 
detection averaged 0.58 birds/year from 1968 through 1996. 
From 1997 through 2007 it has averaged 9.11 birds/year. I haven’t 
absolutely pinpointed them to a particular vegetation type, but the 
replanted Douglas fir after a clearcut as described by Roy above 
is typically present.” Darrel Faxon commented on this by making 
distinctions among clearcuts: “Unsprayed clearcuts managed for 
diversity, as the ones on our property are, are wonderful areas of 
a high variety of plants in several successional stages, perfect for 
Wrentits. Perhaps (although I am not positive of this) one of the 
most attractive things to them in such sites is the abundance of 
trailing blackberry fruit [R. ursinus] which can be found there in 
July and August. *** Immediately adjacent to [our] clearcut is a 
much larger one in the ownership of a large timber corporation. 
After harvest, it was sprayed to eliminate competition of brush 

Wrentit. Photo by Hendrik Herlyn



Pacific coast sPring and fall accePted records

Date
5/28/78
4/25/80
6/1/80
5/4/88
Late June/Nov

Count
1
1
1
4
17 records

Location
Mohler, Tillamook Co.
Newport, Lincoln Co.
So. jetty Columbia, Clatsop Co.
Bandon, Coos Co.
Coos (10); Lincoln (3); Clatsop, 
Tillamook, Lane, Curry (1 each)

OREGON

WASHINGTON

Date
6/8/74
5/13/79
6/10/80
5/4/17
Late June/Dec

Count
6
2
2
2
49 records

Location
Pacific Co.
Pacific Co.
Clallam Co.
Pending. Pacific Co. (Ocean Shores)
Mostly Pacific Co.

CALIFORNIA
Date
5/21/11
5/6/17
Fall

Count
1
1
26 records

Location
Santa Barbara Co.
Pending; found dead. Sonoma Co.
Mostly northern coastal counties

Table 1. Spring (April/mid-June) Bar-tailed Godwit records are rare on 
the west coast of North America outside of Alaska. In addition to the 
above U.S. records, before 2016, sixteen of British Columbia’s sixty-six 
records are in the spring (high count: five). (State and Provincial Rare 
Bird Committee data)

Bar-tailed Godwit Incursion on the Oregon Coast, Spring 2017
by Ed McVicker

On the morning of May 1, 2017, 
while walking the Bayshore 
beach in Waldport, Oregon, I 

found two large, distinctive shorebirds 
mixed in a small feeding flock of 
Whimbrels. One was easily the most 
noticeable bird in the flock, as its legs 
were decorated with multiple leg bands 
and flags. Six to be exact! After an initial 
“Wait a minute, that’s not a Marbled 
Godwit!” moment, I noticed the solid 
chestnut underside and near-uniformly 
colored bill. When one of the birds lifted 
its wings, revealing the black and white 
barred underwing, I knew they were 
Bar-tailed Godwits (BTGOs).  

Over the next six weeks, primarily in 
two waves, multiple sightings occurred, 
first in Lincoln Co. and later in Clatsop 
Co. Birders reported multiple sightings with counts of up to four 
BTGOs in Lincoln Co. and seventeen in Clatsop Co (see Map 

1, page 76). These are unprecedented 
numbers for anywhere on the west 
coast of North America south of Alaska. 
Previous Oregon records (Marshall, et. 
al., 2003) indicate BTGOs are rare fall 
visitors (all but one were single birds), 
with only four spring records before this 
year (see table). The first verified Oregon 
record was of a single bird in Bandon, 
Coos Co., on September 23, 1976. (Table 1)

Pacific storms in late April and early 
May focused the jet stream on the 
northern half of the Oregon coast. It 
seems likely that these anomalies pushed 
the migrating godwits south and east off 
their normal trajectory toward Alaskan 
breeding grounds. The timing, numbers, 
and locations lead to much speculation 
about the causes and details of the 

landfall. Did two distinct groups make separate landfall?  Did 
the weather scatter one flock of birds across central and northern 
beaches requiring several days for the birds to re-stage on the 
north coast at the end of the month? 

Often when vagrants or out-of-place migrants are found, we 
don’t have information or evidence that satisfies our curiosity 
about the circumstances of their arrival. In the case of the banded 
BTGO, we do have some information that provides a fascinating 
insight into a truly remarkable phenomenon. Shortly after the 
initial discovery of the birds, Oregon birders Alan Contreras 
and Roy Lowe were able to find and contact the New Zealand 
zoologist, Phil Battley, who banded the bird now known as 
#2WBBW. According to Dr. Battley:

 “#2WBBW … was banded at Miranda in the Firth of Thames, 
southeast of Auckland in the North Island of New Zealand, on 17 
November 2004. It was the fourth of six birds we mist-netted that 
night at a pond adjacent to some shell bank - birds fly from the 
mud to roost on the ponds at night, so we could set just a single 
mist-net and some birds would usually meet the net, unlike the 
thousands of others that wouldn’t. It was an adult, minimum 3 
years old then, so it would be at 15+ now, though its true age is 
unknown. We know some get to be 25 or older…He’s a very large 
male so will be a Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta (YKD) bird (and an 
early migrant, hence he turned up in your neck of the woods in 
early May).” (Table 2)

It has long been known that BTGOs are extreme long-distance 
migrants. A study (Battley, et.al., 2012) in the Journal of Avian Biology 
using satellite telemetry tracked Australasian BTGO populations 
(including the subspecies baueri to which #2WBBW belongs) from 
their non-breeding area in New Zealand to breeding grounds 
in Alaska and back. The northern journey (see Map 2, page 59) 
consisted of a flight from New Zealand to the eastern and central 
Yellow Sea region of China/Korea (mean travel time = 7.2 days) 
where birds refueled and staged (41 days) for the final non-stop 
flight to Alaska (4.6 days.)  After successful (or unsuccessful) 
breeding around the Yukon Delta and along the north slope, birds 
gathered on the Kuskokwim Shoals staging grounds (67 days.) 
The final leg from Alaska to New Zealand was typically non-stop 
to either New Zealand or nearby South Pacific Islands (8.5 days). 
The only bird in the study, a female identified as E7, to make the 

Bar-tailed Godwit. Photo by Ed McVicker
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detections for Bar-tailed godwit #2wBBw
11/11/04
3/10/05

9/22/05 to 3/14/06
9/13/06 to 3/3/07

12/31/07 to 3/8/08
11/29/08 to 2/22/09

3/23/10
9/26/10
3/11/12
3/22/12
2/23/15

3/7/15
5/1/17

5/10/17
5/13/17

roundtrip with transmitter intact traveled 29,280 km and needed 
only 20 days of major migratory flight to complete the 174-day 
odyssey. In her complete circuit, E7 flew each segment non-stop 
and landed in just three locations - Yalu Jiang, China, the YKD in 
Alaska, and the Firth of Thames, New Zealand.

For each of the three legs covering long-distance tracks over 
large bodies of water, the migrants typically made landfall as soon 
as possible and took several days traveling short distances and 
refueling before reaching their next location of duration (staging, 
breeding, or non-breeding area). About 50% of the time away from 
the non-breeding grounds for BTGO baueri is spent staging for the 
next leg of the journey and, remarkably, only 20-40% of their time 
away from New Zealand is directly associated with breeding. 
The local movements of BTGO #2WBBW and his fellow Oregon 
migrants fit this pattern as they moved about the coast and (we 
hope) on toward Alaska. 

Battley, Phil, et. al. “Contrasting extreme migration patterns in 
bar-tailed godwits Limosa lapponica,” Journal of Avian 
Biology 43: 21-32, 2012.

California Bird Records Committee. californiabirds.org. 5 July, 
2017. Web. 25 July, 2017.

Marshall, D., M. Hunter, and A. Contreras. 2003. Birds of 
Oregon:  A General Reference. Oregon State University 
Press. 

Oregon Birding Association. “OBRC Records.”  orbirds.org. July, 
2017. Web. 20 July, 2017.

Washington Ornithological Society. “Summary of All WBRC 
Decisions.”  wos.org. Spring, 2017. Web. 25 July, 2017.

BiBliograPhy
Bar-tailed Godwit. Photo by Owen Schmidt

Table 2. One of the 2017 Oregon Bar-tailed Godwits, identified by its array of bands and flags, has been recorded in all four hemispheres - mostly 
during the austral summer (Oregon’s winter) on its non-breeding ground on New Zealand’s North Island. (Phil Battley, pers. comm.)

Bar-tailed Godwit with Whimbrels. Photo by Hendrik Herlyn

Netted and banded; male; minimum 3 yr old
-------
6 sightings on non-breeding ground
4 sightings on non-breeding ground
3 sightings on non-breeding ground
2 sightings on non-breeding ground
Staging for Alaska flight
Non-breeding ground
Non-breeding ground
Staging for Alaska flight
Non-breeding ground
Non-breeding ground
Feeding in intertidal zone w/another male alt plum BTGO
Intertidal zone at Jump Off Joe Creek
Last known sighting in Oregon

Miranda, Firth of Thames, North Island, NZ...
Miranda, Firth of Thames, NZ ..............................
Firth of Thames, NZ .................................................
Firth of Thames, NZ .................................................
Firth of Thames, NZ .................................................
Firth of Thames, NZ ................................................
Yalu Jiang, Dandong Province, China ..............
Miranda, Firth of Thames, NZ ............................
Miranda, Firth of Thames, NZ ............................
Yalu Jiang, Dandong Province, China ..............
Miranda, Firth of Thames, NZ ............................
Miranda, Firth of Thames, NZ ............................
Waldport, Lincoln Co., Oregon USA .................
Newport, Lincoln Co., Oregon USA ..................
Ona Beach, Lincoln Co., Oregon USA ...............
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Map 2.  Tracks of satellite-tagged Bar-tailed Godwits illuminate the northward migration to the breeding grounds in Alaska and Siberia. Red and 
gold tracks show the two major migration flights of L. l. baueri from New Zealand to the Yellow Sea region and on to Alaska.  Atypical weather 
patterns affected the jet stream which likely pushed large numbers of L. l. baueri south and east of their normal destination to the northern Oregon 
coast.  White and blue tracks show L. l. menzbieri from Australian non-breeding ground to Siberia.    YKD: Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, KS: 
Kuskokwim Shoals  (Map:  Battley, et. al.)
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Looking for Hybrids
A Fun Way to Enhance Your Birding

 by David S. Irons

Nearly all of us got started birding by trying to identify 
the common birds that we see every day. From there, 
many fledgling birders succumb to the seduction of 

listing … the constant and often maniacal pursuit of seeing new 
life birds. While Oregon boasts a better all-time list than most states 
(currently 536 species), only about five percent of the world’s total 
species have been seen here. Of those, about one-third are quite 
rare in Oregon, having occurred fewer than 20 times in the state – 
some only once or twice over the past 100 years. Of course, there are 
other states and other continents to explore. But even then, many 
of the world’s ten thousand plus species are endemics that inhabit 
remote islands in faraway oceans, or unique patches of mountain 
cloud forest that you can only visit after a long uphill hike.

To fully enjoy birding for a lifetime, one may need to 
periodically infuse their hobby with new activities or curiosities. 
This can come in many forms. I have been able to enhance my 
birding in several ways. These have included writing about my 
birding experiences, photographing birds, learning the common 
plants and trees that comprise my favorite habitats, and studying 
subspecies more closely.

Over the past ten years or so, I have cultivated a keen interest 
in looking for hybrids. Several birding trips with Steve Mlodinow 
turned me on to the reality that hybrids are something you can 
actually look for with some expectation of a payoff. 

From 2003 through 2008, Steve and I were the Oregon and 
Washington Regional Editors for North American Birds. Although 
we talked often by phone and exchanged hundreds of emails, 
we went nearly six years without ever meeting in person or 
going birding together. He would routinely include hybrids 
that he had found in our seasonal 
reports, typically with photos that 
confirmed his identifications. I 
was mystified by this. Was this 
guy some sort of hybrid-finding 
savant, or just really lucky? Prior to 
2008, I don’t recall ever knowingly 
finding a hybrid aside from gulls 
(ugh), several Green-winged Teal X 
Common Teal and a few American 
Wigeon X Eurasian Wigeon.

In the fall of 2008, Steve informed 
me that he was ready to “retire” 
as the senior Regional Editor for 
Oregon and Washington and asked 
if I was ready to take over. I told 
him that I would do so on two 
conditions. First, he had to send me 
a copy of “The Birds of Washington” 
(Wahl et al. Eds 2005). I knew he was 
serious when a copy of this volume arrived on my doorstep within 
a week. Second, I suggested that he and I should do some birding 
trips to various corners of Washington so that I would have a better 
handle on that state’s geography and bird distribution. He agreed.

Over the next two years, Steve and I did a number of trips 
around Washington and also went on a nine-day trip to Baja 
California Sur. I quickly came to understand how Steve found so 

many hybrids …he looked for them. His approach was contagious. 
I soon found myself taking a second look at odd-looking common 
birds and I began finding hybrids of my own somewhat regularly. 
In fact, on our first multi-day trip together – a two-day December 
2008 jaunt up the Columbia River – I spotted a male American 
Wigeon X Mallard along the river near Maryhill, Washington. 
Steve was duly excited. At the time, it was the first such hybrid 
ever documented in our region. Remarkably, this cross has been 
found in Oregon or Washington nearly every year since. 

Some groups of species seem more inclined to hybridize 
than others, with waterfowl and gulls being perhaps the most 
promiscuous. Ducks, geese, and gulls are comparatively large 
birds that are reasonably approachable and tend to gather in large 
flocks. This makes for easy comparisons and recognition of those 
that don’t look quite like the others. Unless you are a glutton for 
bemused bewilderment (translation: punishment), I recommend 
leaving the gulls to the hardcore larophiles. Waterfowl generally 
show far less individual variation; thus anomalous characteristics 
and indicators of hybridization are more readily noticed. 

Hybrid male ducks are typically 
eye-catching – usually showing an 
obvious mix of intermediate features. 
My favorites are Gadwall X Mallard, 
which is often referred to as “Brewer’s 
Duck,” and Mallard X Northern 
Pintail. I’ve had remarkably good luck 
finding the latter cross, having seen at 
least a half dozen Mallard X Pintails 
over the past few years.

Cinnamon Teal X Northern 
Shoveler is another striking hybrid. 
Interestingly, males of this mix 
typically show a white crescent on 
their face that is suggestive of Blue-
winged Teal parentage.

In addition to those already 
mentioned, the roster of hybrid 
waterfowl that I’ve found and seen 
includes: Cackling Goose X Greater 

White-fronted Goose, Snow Goose X Ross’s Goose (a tough one 
to pick out), Lesser Scaup X Ring-necked Duck, and Barrow’s 
Goldeneye X Common Goldeneye. 

Some groups of closely related species cross-breed frequently 
across broad zones of contact in their breeding ranges, thus 
producing many hybrids and presumed backcrosses. In such cases 
the hybrid individuals typically display a cline of appearance 

Mallard X Northern Pintail.
Photo by David Irons

Hermit Warbler X Townsend’s Warbler. 
Photo by David Irons
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that spans from one parent species 
to the other. In Oregon, we have two 
prominent examples of this type of 
hybrid zone. The breeding ranges of 
the Sphyrapicus (Red-breasted and 
Red-naped) sapsuckers and Hermit 
and Townsend’s Warblers overlap 
along the spine of the Cascades 
Range. If you challenge yourself to 
take a second look at every sapsucker, 
Hermit Warbler and Townsend’s 
Warbler that you see in the Cascades, 
it probably won’t take long before 
you find yourself looking at a hybrid. 
These crosses are well-treated in 
popular field guides and there is a 
number of good articles and online 
references that explain what to look for when trying to identify a 
hybrid. Dunn and Garrett’s “Warblers” (1997) offers some excellent 
illustrations and discussion of Hermit Warbler X Townsend’s 
Warbler hybrids.  

One of the ancillary benefits that comes from looking for 
hybrids is an improved understanding of, and appreciation for, 
the individual variation in the appearance of common birds. 
When sorting out sapsuckers and suspected Red-breasted X 
Red-naped hybrids, it is important to remember that the pattern 
of red and black on the breast is essential. The extent of the red, 
black, and white in their face patterns varies quite a bit and can be 
misleading, especially with Red-breasted Sapsuckers. Northerly 
populations of Red-breasted (subspecies ruber) show less black 
and white in the face and more extensive red on the head and 
breast than those that nest in the southern Cascades and Siskiyou 
Mountains (subspecies daggetti). Birds reported as Red-naped 
Sapsuckers west of the Cascades and Red-breasted Sapsuckers 
from northeast Oregon  — where they are respectively rare — 
often prove to be Red-naped Sapsucker 
X Red-breasted Sapsucker hybrids under 
closer inspection.  

When two species frequently hybridize 
and backcross across a broad zone of contact 
as described above, some individual hybrids 
may appear to be “pure” non-hybrids at first 
glance.

Another bird family prone to producing 
hybrids is the hummingbirds. Unlike culling 
out hybrid ducks and geese, identifying 
hummingbirds of mixed parentage takes a 
sharp eye and usually some close-up photos. 

I was fortunate to share in the 
identification and documentation of 
Oregon’s first Anna’s Hummingbird X 
Rufous Hummingbird. It was discovered 
on Eugene’s Skinner Butte by Maitreya and 
Barry McKenzie on 20 April 2008. Shortly 
after first noticing the odd-looking male 
hummingbird, they pointed it out to me, 
John Sullivan, and Laura Johnson. We spent 
the next hour studying the bird and taking 
photos. Based on several intermediate 
characteristics, we collectively concluded 
that it was likely this cross. Two days later 
I met Peter Patricelli up on the butte. He 
and his far superior camera equipment 
captured the images that fully confirmed 

Hairy Woodpecker X White-headed Woodpecker.
Photo by David Irons

the identity of the bird. It came down 
to the shape of one of the rectrices 
to determine that Rufous and not 
Allen’s Hummingbird was the non-
Anna’s parent species.  

The most exciting and surprising 
hybrid that I’ve ever discovered was 
a White-headed Woodpecker X Hairy 
Woodpecker. Shawneen Finnegan 
and I were birding on Winter Ridge 
in Lake County, Oregon on 21 June 
2010 when I spotted a mid-sized 
woodpecker flying across a clearing. 
As it flew by, I noted all-black 
upperparts, white wing patches 
and extensive white in the face that 
indicated it was a White-headed 

Woodpecker. I called the bird out to Shawneen, who then watched 
it as it disappeared from my line of sight before landing. I could 
not see the bird when it landed.

Almost immediately, Shawneen said, “it’s a Hairy, not a White-
headed.” My response was “WHAT? It was all dark above, had a 
white face and white wing patches.” She responded with, “Well, 
I’m looking at it and it looks like a Hairy.” I quickly made my 
way over to where she was, but the bird had flushed. I said, “We 
need to get a better look at that bird, something isn’t right.” I had 
my camera with me, so I immediately set off into a stand of trees 
to track it down. Once I got close enough to get a good look at 
the bird, I quickly realized that it was a hybrid and not just an 
aberrant Hairy Woodpecker. It showed a number of intermediate 
characteristics that I documented with diagnostic photos. 

Upon returning home, we researched this cross and found no 
prior reports. The recently-published Peterson Reference Guide to the 
Woodpeckers of North America (Shunk 2016) lists this sighting, along 
with two debated reports of Hairy Woodpecker X Ladder-backed 

Woodpecker hybrids as the only evidence 
of Hairy Woodpeckers hybridizing. We 
came away convinced that the bird was 
indeed a Hairy Woodpecker X White-
headed Woodpecker hybrid. We shared 
photos of the bird with Steve Shunk and 
other experts and none found any reason 
to disagree with our conclusion. 

Finding the hybrid White-headed 
Woodpecker X Hairy Woodpecker was 
every bit as exciting as finding a new 
lifer or a bird that is exceptionally rare 
in Oregon. In this case, it was almost like 
finding a new species, as this appears to 
be the first documented hybridization of 
these two species. Searching for and doing 
research on suspected hybrids that I’ve 
seen has enhanced my birding skills and 
understanding of the individual variation 
in some of the birds that I see most often. 
So long as I continue to find ways to learn 
something new nearly every time I am in 
the field — even close to home — birding 
will continue to be my first choice for how I 
spend my discretionary time. 

Northern Shoveler X Cinnamon Teal.
Photo by David Irons
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 Black Rosy-Finch. Steens Mountain – East Rim. September 16, 2017.
Photo by Kai Frueh

More than 70 Oregon Birding Association (OBA) 
members gathered for the Annual Meeting at 
Malheur Field Station September 15-17, 2017.

Noah Strycker entertained attendees with stories about 
his record-breaking big year, and Dr. Claudio Mello, a 
neuroscientist from Oregon Health and Science University, 
presented an engaging explanation of how birds learn to 
vocalize.

Field trips included a Malheur Field Station Birding Tour 
with director Duncan Evered, and a Blitzen Valley Birding 
Tour with Noah Strycker, plus several field trips to selected 
locations around Malheur NWR and up Steens Mountain.

 Paul Sullivan was recognized for his service to the 
birding community with the award of a Life Membership 
in OBA. 

New this year, OBA provided three Youth Scholarships 
covering two nights lodging at the Field Station, six meals, 
and registration fees. Scholarships were awarded to Isaac 
Denzer, Jacob Mathison, and Nolan Clements.

Paul Sullivan receives a Life Membership Award from 
OBA President Cathy Nowak.

Photo by Ken Chamberlain

Sage Thrasher. Malheur Field Station. 
September 16, 2017.

Photo by Isaac Denzer

Malheur Field Station is located in Harney County.
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Right: American Redstart. Frenchglen. September 16, 2017
Photo by Noah Strycker

An unusual bird present for several days at the Malheur NWR Narrows 
seemed to have characteristics of Snowy Egret, Cattle Egret, and/or Little 

Blue Heron, and was eventually reported in eBird as “white egret species.” 
Photo by Jacob Mathison

Hammond’s Flycatcher that had just eaten an entire 
Striped Meadowhawk. Malheur NWR Sod House 

Ranch, September 18, 2017.
Photo by Adrian Hinkle

Left: Malheur NWR viewed from 
Buena Vista Overlook, September 17, 
2017.
Photo by Diana Byrne
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Every few years, Oregon Birds features the up-and-coming 
generation of new birders and field observers who 
continue to contribute to our knowledge of birds in our 

beautiful state. The last comprehensive article was published 
in 2009 (New Generations: Oregon’s Younger Birders, OB 35:4), 
followed by a few individual interviews; by now, the young birders 
covered in those articles are all in college and beyond (although 

The Next Generation
A New Crop of Promising Young Birders in Oregon
Compiled and Edited by Oscar Harper and Hendrik Herlyn

Isaac Denzer, Kai Frueh, Ben Frueh,  Rufus Mainwaring, Tye Jeske, and Caleb Centanni. Photo by Alan Contreras. 

many continue to contribute to birding in Oregon).
This year, we are proud to introduce seven new young birders 

from across the state who are extremely active in the field and have 
already made significant contributions to birding and ornithology 
in Oregon. No fewer than four of them currently serve as field 
notes editors for OB magazine. The following interviews will give 
you an insight into who they are and what interests they pursue.

Isaac Denzer 

Q. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself. How old are you? 
Where do you live? About 
your family/where you go 
to school.
A. My name is Isaac 
Denzer, I currently live 
in Philomath although 
my family and I lived 
in the Lincoln County 
coast range until I was 
11. My brother and I are 
both home-schooled, but 
I will be taking a few 
classes at the Philomath 
High School this year. I am 14 and will be going into 9th grade 
when school starts this fall.

Q. How old were you when you started birding?
A. About 9 ½.

Q. What started your interest in birds? Was there a particular species, 
birding experience, teacher/mentor?
A. When I was 9, my family went to the Cascades Raptor Center in 
Eugene and I became kind of interested in raptors, and from there 
my interests grew to include all birds and I became completely 

hooked.

Q. What is your favorite bird?
A. Hard to say, but probably some kind of shorebird. Maybe Bar-
tailed Godwit or Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.

Q. What is one of your most memorable birding experiences?
A. I have many favorite birding experiences such as birding 
central Montana in 2015, birding Massachusetts this spring, 
birding the east coast of England last year, and birding the 
Arcata, California, area last fall. But my three most memorable 
experiences are probably seeing my first Spotted Owl in Humboldt 
County, California, my first time birding at Malheur NWR, or 
finding Oregon’s 4th (and Benton County’s first) Chimney Swift in 
Corvallis.

Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. My most recent (and 336th) Oregon lifer was a female American  
Three-toed Woodpecker in the Sisters area; it was also my 503rd 
world bird.

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. Either the Malheur NWR HQ or the Newport area.

Q. Have you birded anywhere outside of Oregon?
A. Yes. I’ve birded in Great Britain, British Columbia, California, 
Washington, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, Minnesota and most of 
New England.



Q. If you could bird anywhere in the world, where would you go? Why?
A. Peru or Ecuador, because they are two of the countries with 
the most bird diversity in the world and because they are home to 
some of the coolest birds in the world. If I had to choose somewhere 
in the ABA area, it would either be an island in the Aleutian chain 
(preferably Attu) or southern Arizona.

Q. What type of birding activities have you participated in (backyard 
birding, trips to hotspots, rarity chases, CBCs, surveys, other organized 
birding events, etc.)?
A. For the past three years, I have participated in multiple CBCs 
each year (all within Oregon); my favorite one (so far) is probably 
the Newport CBC or Corvallis CBC. I have never participated in 
any “official” bird surveys other than CBCs, but whenever I go 
birding I submit all my observations to eBird, which in a way is 
surveying.

I really enjoy traveling to bird and have been to many of Oregon’s 
birding hotspots, along with many locations in other states and 
Great Britain. I also enjoy chasing when I get a chance to do it.

In 2015, I won a scholarship to a Western Field Ornithologists 
(WFO) conference in Billings, Montana. It was a lot of fun and I try 
to make it to WFO’s annual conference whenever I can. I have also 
attended the Winter Wings Festival in Klamath Falls and gone on 
a pelagic trip.  

Q. Do you like to draw/photograph/record birds?
A. Yes. Particularly sketching (when I get around to doing it…) 
and photography.

Q. What other hobbies/interests do you have besides birding (sports, 
music, etc.)?
A. Road biking, bird photography, hiking, and most team games 
that involve running.

Q. What are your career plans? Do they involve birds/nature?
A. Yes. I hope to be a bander/birding tour leader.

Interview with Isaac Denzer conducted by Hendrik Herlyn 
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Q. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself. How old are you? 
Where do you live? About 
your family/where you go to 
school.
A. I am 14 years old and 
live in Corvallis.  I am 
homeschooled, which 
helps me be able to do 
more birding. I am lucky 
that my brother Ben also 
likes birding and we go 
birding together.

Q. How old were you when you started birding?
A. I was 12 years old when I started birding.

Kai Frueh

Q. What started your interest in birds? Was there a particular species, 
birding experience, teacher/mentor?
A. I got into birds through my friend Isaac and getting my first 
camera.

Q. What is your favorite bird?
A. I don’t have a favorite bird, but my favorite families are 
Shorebirds, Warblers, Owls, and Woodpeckers.

Q. What is one of your most memorable birding experiences?
A. One of my most memorable birding experiences was birding 
in Iceland. We were there in early June on our way back from 
Switzerland. We were super lucky that we got one of their nicest 
days of the year. My favorite place we went to was the Floi Bird 
Preserve. There were tons of cool birds, including nesting Red-
throated Loons. We got there around 7 in the evening and stayed 
there until 10 pm. Right before we left the midnight sun came out. 
It cast a golden outline around the birds. It was very amazing.

Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. My most recent Lifer was a Northern Waterthrush (my 460th 
lifer) at Gilchrist Crossing in Klamath County. The night before, I 
got Yellow Rail at Klamath Marsh (also a lifer).

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. I don’t really have a favorite birding spot, but I bird a lot at 
my local park, which is Willamette Park (in Corvallis). I really like 
Cabin Lake, Malheur, the Newport area, and Klamath Falls and 
Klamath Marsh areas.

Q. Have you birded anywhere outside of Oregon?
A. I have birded in California and Missouri multiple times. This 
year I was lucky to go to Switzerland for almost 3 weeks and 
Iceland for 48 hours. From Switzerland, we also went to Austria 
and Germany, but for less than a day.

Q. If you could bird anywhere in the world, where would you like to go? 
Why?
A. There is not one place I want to bird, but I am interested in 
birding Greenland as it very under-birded.

Q. What type of birding activities have you participated in (backyard 
birding, trips to hotspots, rarity chases, CBCs, surveys, other organized 
birding events, etc.)?
A. I won a youth Scholarship to the 2016 WFO conference in 
Humboldt CA. I have also attended the Willamette Valley Bird 
Symposium (at OSU) the last 2 years. I have enjoyed participating 
in the Corvallis CBC for the last 2 years and I plan on doing it 
and other CBCs this year. I am one of the three organizers for the 
Benton County Big Sit, which is happening this year for the 2nd 
year in a row.  I am OB field notes editor for Lincoln County.  When 
I chase rarities, I usually chase them with my brother Ben. I love 
chasing rarities with you, Hendrik [Herlyn], Isaac [Denzer] and 
my brother. We always have lots of fun. I also love using eBird, and 
I monitor nests for Nestwatch.

Q. Do you like to draw/photograph/record birds?
A. I love bird photography, and I do some field sketching of birds 
but not that much. I just starting to get interested in recording 
birds but I do not do much yet.

Q. What other hobbies/interests do you have besides birding (sports, 
music, etc.)?
I love to play classical music, and I am also interested in politics.



Q. What are your career plans? Do they involve birds/nature?
A. I hope to study music but I am considering studying something 
related to birds. I hope to combine bird photography and music.

Interview with Kai Frueh conducted by Oscar Harper.

Ben Frueh

Q. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself. How old are you? 
Where do you live? About 
your family/where you go to 
school.
A. I am 12 years old, I live 
in Corvallis, and I am 
homeschooled.

Q. How old were you when 
you started birding?
A. I think I started when 
I was 8, but I started out 
more as a bird watcher

for the first couple years. I would say I became a birder when I was
11 and more of an intense birder when I was 12.

Q. What started your interest in birds? Was there a particular species, 
birding experience, teacher/mentor?
A. I started bird watching a little while after my brother’s best 
friend (Isaac Denzer) started birding. That piqued my interest. So 
I started bird watching with a birder who lives down the street 
from me.

Q. What is your favorite bird?
A. My favorite bird is the Marvelous Spatuletail [a species of 
hummingbird from Peru - OH].

Q. What is one of your most memorable birding experiences?
A. Waking up on my birthday and my brother comes bursting into 
the room, saying there was a European Pied Flycatcher singing 
outside the door (this was in Switzerland, so it wasn’t an ABA 
record, unfortunately).

Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. My most recent lifer in Oregon is Rock Wren.

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. My favorite birding spot in Oregon is probably Willamette Park 
(in Corvallis).

Q. Have you birded anywhere outside of Oregon?
A. Yes, I have birded in California, Missouri, Switzerland, Austria, 
Germany, Iceland.

Q. If you could bird anywhere in the world, where would you like to go? 
Why?
A. Ecuador, because of all the amazing hotspots and all the 
tropical species.

Q. What type of birding activities have you participated in (backyard 
birding, trips to hotspots, rarity chases, CBCs, surveys, other organized 
birding events, etc.)?
A. I am one of the organizers for the Benton County Big Sit. 
I attended the WFO Conference last year. I have gone to the 
Willamette Valley Bird Symposium (at OSU) twice, and I attended 
the Corvallis CBC last year.

Q. Do you like to draw/photograph/record birds?
A. I like to photograph and record bird species.

Q. What other hobbies/interests do you have besides birding (sports, 
music. etc.)?
A. I play violin and piano and I do pottery.

Q. What are your career plans? Do they involve birds/nature?
A. I want to go to Juilliard to study solo violin, but if music does 
not work out, I would do something related to nature, probably 
bird-related.

Interview with Ben Frueh conducted by Oscar Harper
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Jacob Mathison

Q. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself. How old are you? 
Where do you live? About 
your family/where you go to 
school.
A. I am 14 years old and 
I live south of Corvallis, 
right by Finley NWR. I live 
on a small farm with my 
family, including a sister 
who is two years young-
er than me. Both of us are 

home-schooled.
 
Q. How old were you when you started birding?
A. I have been interested in birds since I was about five, but I only 
started seriously birding when I was 11. 

Q. What started your interest in birds? Was there a particular species, 
birding experience, teacher/mentor?
A. Kai Frueh, who I have known since I was very young, introduced 
me to real birding, and my dad has always had some interest in birds. 
I tagged along with Kai a couple of times when he was birding, and 
then I was hooked. I have been mentored by both Kai and Isaac. 

Q. What is your favorite bird? 
A. How could you ask that! They’re all so great!  

Q. What is one of your most memorable birding experiences?
A. When I was in England, and a Purple Sandpiper was reported 
from a reservoir near where I was. I looked the place up and found 
that it was owned by a birding club and that only “bona fide” 
groups were allowed in. I emailed the club president and she said 
that I would have to go in with a guide, and said her husband would 



be happy to take me. The refuge was amazing. It had nine blinds, 
each heated and fully stocked with birding gear, and, of course, 
a selection of teas. John, our guide, was an amazing birder, and I 
found four life birds on the trip (although we missed the Purple   
Sandpiper). There were so many birds, it was overwhelming! It 
was an amazing trip.

Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. It happened to be one of my nemeses: Semipalmated Sandpiper. 
I got it at the new Crooked River Wetlands in Prineville.

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. Oregon is such a wonderful place for birding that it is almost 
impossible to choose, but I must put the Ochoco Mountains on 
there. I just love how the birds are practically fearless of humans
and how they are often behaving like they do nowhere else. 
Malheur NWR is awesome too, though, and the Lincoln County 
coast.

Q. Have you birded anywhere outside of Oregon?
A. I have traveled to England, the East Coast, California (twice), 
Washington, and Hawaii (twice) since I have been birding. My 
family is planning on going to Spain next year, and maybe Florida.

Q. If you could bird anywhere in the world, where would you like to go? 
Why?
A. Gosh, that is hard. Anywhere in northern South America or 
Central America would be amazing, but I love the idea of birding 
Midway Atoll. The number of lifer experiences and encounters 
with extraordinarily rare birds would just be amazing, and I would 
love to be so close to albatrosses.

Q. What type of birding activities have you participated in (backyard 
birding, trips to hotspots, rarity chases, CBCs, surveys, other organized 
birding events, etc.)?
A. I bird my 11-acre yard and four-mile road every day, and have 
participated in multiple CBCs. I try to chase rarities when I can 
convince the family to do so, but usually just hope to be in the area 
of a rare bird and take a “scenic route” (“I hear road 1018 has a 
really cool campground, guys. Let’s go check it out!”). I have been 
to the Harney County Migratory Bird Festival once, and hope to go 
again next year.

Q. Do you like to draw/photograph/record birds?
A. Certainly! All three. I really enjoy photographing birds and 
drawing them. I record them when I can’t tell what they are or 
when they are very close, but usually don’t go out of my way to 
record them.

Q. What other hobbies/interests do you have besides birding (sports, 
music, etc.)?
A. I really enjoy anything outdoors, including biking, kayaking, 
and hiking, and play Ultimate Frisbee and baseball.  I have been 
playing piano for ten years and doing Aikido, a martial art, for 
seven, and I really enjoy them. I also really enjoy working with the 
animals on our farm.

Q. What are your career plans? Do they involve birds/nature?
A. I know that I will always bird. I plan to incorporate birds into 
whatever I do, if only by volunteering or doing seasonal field 
work. Birding is a wonderful pastime, and it will always be a big 
part of my life.

Interview with Jacob Mathison conducted by Hendrik Herlyn.

Q. Tell us a little bit 
about yourself. How old 
are you? Where do you 
live? 
A. My name is Nolan 
Clements, I am 17 
years old and live in 
La Grande.

Q. How old were you 
when you started bird-
ing?

A. I remember goofing off in the back seat of the car at 4 or 5 
years old while my parents ran their CBC route. I also staffed a 
station with my parents at the Ladd Marsh Bird Festival, starting 
at 4 years old. I really got serious about birding on my own at 
around 12 years old.

Q. What started your interest in birds? Was there a particular species, 
experience, teacher or mentor?
A. My parents really started my interest when I was very young, 
but when I was 12, there was an irruption of Snowy Owls in the 
Northwest. We went to Zumwalt Prairie to see Snowies, and I 
was hooked.  They were so exotic and beautiful.

Q. What is your favorite bird?
A. I had to think about this. American Dipper. They are so 
unique. There are, what, five species of dipper in the world? 
And they all look basically alike and exhibit the same behaviors. 
They are such specialists! I remember seeing a nest on Hurricane 
Creek. It was a mound of moss with a hole in it. It was so cool!

Q. What is one of your most memorable birding experiences?
A. We were birding in Arizona and we just connected with 
complete strangers. It was amazing to share the experience with 
people we had never met but who were as excited as we were 
to see these birds. We shared information and helped them find 
birds. And they helped us. It was great.

Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. That’s easy. It was yesterday. Common Poorwill near Cove in 
Union County.

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. The Eagle Caps. It’s just being out there; the difficulty; the 
uniqueness. It doesn’t have as many species as, say, Malheur or 
the coast but there is a lot of potential for new birds. Also, a lot 
of forest birds are specialists and you can get large flocks passing 
through. It is sort of the whole package.

Q. Have you birded anywhere outside of Oregon?
A. Yes, I have birded in Arizona, northern California, Washington, 
Idaho, Texas and Rhode Island.

Q. If you could bird anywhere in the world, where would you go and 
why?
A. Northern Alaska. Living where we do, we get a taste of the 
northern birds but not all the arctic nesting species. And there is 
always the chance for Asian vagrants to show up.

Q. What types of birding activities have you participated in?
A. Christmas Bird Count; raptor surveys; banding; festivals; 

Nolan Clements
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listing; field trips; chasing rare birds and visiting birding hot spots.

Q. Do you like to draw, photograph or record birds?
A. I do like to photograph birds when the opportunity presents 
itself but that is not my main focus. I rarely follow birds to get a 
photo and try never to flush them.

Q. What other hobbies and interests do you have besides birding?
A. Music and swimming.  I play piano and French horn and I am 
on the high school swim team.

Q. What are your career plans?  Do they involve birds/nature?
A. In college, I plan to pursue environmental science, conservation 
or ecology with a focus on birds. I hope to contribute meaningfully 
to our knowledge base. I hope my career will be a follow-up to my 
studies in college.

Tye Jeske

Q. Tell us a little bit about 
yourself. How old are you? 
Where do you live? About 
your family/where you go 
to school.
A. I am 16. I live in 
Eugene and am a junior 
at South Eugene High 
School. 

Q. When did you start 
birding and what got you 

started?
A. I don’t exactly remember, but between the ages of 9-11 is when I 
began to get serious about it. My grandparents on my mom’s side 
[Cliff and Ruth BreMiller, active in Lane County Audubon Society – 
AC] were birders, and my grandfather on my dad’s side was a duck 
and goose hunter, so naturally it seems I had the talent for it. I first 
got into birds of prey and then wading birds, did my first CBC in 
Polk County and began to get more of an interest in actual birding.  

Q. Any favorite bird? 
A. That’s a tough question. I don’t really have a favorite out of all 
of them, more of a favorite for each family of birds. 

Q. Have you had any especially memorable birding trips?
A. There are many I can think of, but one was in November of 
2016 when I went with you to the coast and ended up seeing 
a White-winged Dove in Yachats, a Tropical Kingbird in 
Waldport, a Burrowing Owl at Boiler Bay, and to top it off, the 
Common Scoter among 3 other species of scoters at Siletz Bay. 
 
Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. My most recent lifers were in late May when I saw Bobolink 
and Rose-breasted Grosbeak within an hour at Malheur.

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. That’s a tough one, especially when you live in Oregon, as there 
are amazing spots all over the state. Fern Ridge is my go-to as it is 

close to my house and I have gotten many lifers and rarities over 
the years there.

Q. Have you had any major birding experiences outside Oregon? Any 
place on your fantasy list of places to go?
A. Yes, I have birded in Alaska, Washington, California, Arizona, 
Florida, and St Croix in the Caribbean. There are tons of places I 
would love to go, but my top four would be: Australia, just because 
it is a place that has always interested me and just seems really like 
a great birding spot; South America, just because of the diversity 
of birds and endless places to go; the Galapagos because of how 
unique many of the animals and birds are; the Antarctic has also 
been a place that has always fascinated me by just how different it 
is than any other place in the world.

Q. What kind of birding activities do you especially enjoy? 
A. I often participate in morning or day trips around the state with 
other birders and I do 1-3 CBCs a year, chase rarities when I can 
and from time to time join Eugene’s Wednesday Morning Group.

Q. Do you do photography or other specialized activities with birds?
A. I often use eBird to record my species. I have recently gotten 
into photographing birds and try to photograph many of my lifers 
and rarities I see.

Q .What are you into when you are not birding? 
A. Outside of birding I enjoy playing the alto saxophone and 
love hikes and going out into nature. I also love going out onto 
lakes and rivers and do kayaking, boating, and fishing from time 
to time. I have also and recently got into wildlife photography, 
and just love to travel in general. I am also tech savvy, so I enjoy 
spending too much time online.

Q. What’s the future plan?  Do you want to work with birds professionally?
A. Not exactly sure what I want to do. I have thought about a lot 
of options including ornithology, wildlife biology, marine biology, 
photography, and have even thought about joining the Navy after 
high school to look into other career options.

Interview with Tye Jeske conducted by Alan Contreras

South Eugene High School has been remarkably 
consistent in producing young birders. Among these are: 

Dave Brown (1953), retired
Sayre Greenfield (1974), English professor
Alan Contreras (1975), writer and education consultant
Heidi Schellman (1975), physics professor
Steve Heinl (1981), biologist, Alaska Fish & Game
Dennis Rogers (1983), nature guide
Ram Papish (1991), biologist and artist, USFWS, Oregon
Luke Bloch (2000), doctoral student in ornithology, UC-Berkeley
Noah Strycker (2003), writer and nature guide
Tim Lee (2005), doctoral student

Interview with Nolan Clements conducted by Cathy Nowak
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Caleb Centanni

Q. How old are you? Where 
do you live?
A. I am seventeen. I live 
outside of Monmouth, 
OR.

Q. How old where you 
when you started birding?
A. I started birding at 14.

Q. What started your 
interest in birds? Was there 
a particular species, birding 
experience, teacher/mentor?
A. My brother Evan got back into birding while living in Taiwan 
a few years ago, and when he returned to this area, he introduced 
me to the hobby, and I was intrigued by the variety of birds.

Q. What is your favorite bird? 
A. Townsend’s Warbler.

Q. What is one of your most memorable birding experiences?
A. While birding at the Philomath Sewage Ponds with a few other 
birders, a Parasitic Jaeger flew over, something I’ll never forget.

Q. What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?
A. Hammond’s Flycatcher.

Q. What is your favorite birding spot in Oregon?
A. Baskett Slough NWR.

Q. Have you birded anywhere outside of Oregon?
A. Yes.  I have had great birding experiences in California, Florida 
and Illinois.

Q. If you could bird anywhere in the world, where would you like to go? 
Why?
A. Ecuador, because of the amazing variety and lush ecosystems.

Q. What type of birding activities have you participated in (backyard 
birding, trips to hotspots, rarity chases, CBCs, surveys, other organized 
birding events, etc.)?
A. I have done most of these, but the one that I was most involved 
in was organizing the Dallas CBC last year.

Q. Do you like to draw/photograph/record birds?
A. I have photographed birds, and this is enjoyable.

Q. What other hobbies/interests do you have besides birding (sports, 
music, etc.)?
A. I am in band, theater, and choir at my high school. I play jazz 
trombone and write poetry.

Q. What are your career plans? Do they involve birds/nature?
A. I have seriously considered ecology/wildlife biology as a 
profession. Music is also a career option.

Interview with Caleb Centanni conducted by Bill Tice

Fund for Ornithology (FFO)
Grants at Work

The four recipients of small grants from Oregon Fund for 
Ornithology have been busy this summer! These grants 
support education and conservation in many parts of the 

state. 
In coastal Port Orford, the Kalmiopsis Audubon Society hosted 

the Little Birder’s Club. Teresa Bird guided 15 children, ages 3-6, 
as they watched and listened for birds, practiced using binoculars, 
built nests, and used art to enhance their learning experiences. 
Tree Swallows are their favorite bird, so far!

The Umpqua Valley Audubon Society is producing a new 
Douglas County birding map. Beth Brown and the committee are 
working on the second draft.

In the Rogue Valley, local Audubon members Lee French and 
Karl Schneck are building Great Grey Owl nesting platforms in 
Karl’s shop. They will coordinate with a tree climber to install two 
platforms this fall, with another two slated for 2018. 

Kirsten Elliot of Hawkwatch International reports that the new 
aviaries will be installed at the Bonney Butte site on Mt. Hood 
before the start of their migration season, on August 21. Plans for 
a special “OBA Members Day” are in the works. 

Future FFO grants will help fund projects such as these to 
benefit Oregon’s birds, birders, and research to further our 
knowledge of Oregon’s birds. Apply by February 1, 2018, for the 
next cycle of grants. Application materials available at http://
www.orbirds.org/fund.html

Marty Main installing a Great Gray Owl platform in a tree.
Photo by Mel Clements
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“One feature of the mystique of Wrentit 
distribution has to do with their seeming 

unwillingness to cross any open water, 
which is used to explain their absence from 

Washington. Greg Gillson asserted that a 
Wrentit won’t cross a creek. He may have 

been exaggerating for effect, but there 
is a general assumption that they won’t 

cross a body of water of any size. But those 
that live in riparian brush have a life full of 

opportunities to give it a try.”

with seedlings. It holds no Wrentits at all, even though the firs 
are only one year older than [in] the cut on our property, but then, 
there are no blackberries there, either.”   
The Greater Range

Range maps show that Wrentits inhabit a strip of the Pacific 
Coast from Baja California to the Columbia River, and into the 
foothills of the Sierra Nevada, leaving a long gap in the Central 
Valley of California, and a ragged edge along the Cascades in 
Oregon. The Wrentit is not found in Washington. The Columbia 
River has proven too wide a barrier to northward expansion. 
Though Hunter’s research into the literature turned up some 
records of Wrentit before 1940 at a few locations in southwest 
Washington, recent field observation, including CBC data, shows 
them as absent. While I am here to write about the Wrentit’s range 
In Oregon, with Washington out of the way, the most pertinent 
source of Wrentit information from outside the state is northern 
California. Their distribution in California may suggest some 
analogies to the eastern range extension we are seeing here. 

The Wrentit’s California range covers the entire coastline and 
stretches inland toward the Central Valley, reaching the Sierra 
Nevada foothills north of Red Bluff (Tehama Co). The Valley itself, 
roughly from Red Bluff to Bakersfield (Kern Co), is devoid of them, 
but south of Bakersfield the Tehachapi Mtns. form a bridge from 
the coast to their inland range. There is a narrow north-south 
strip from Yuba Co to Contra Costa Co on the east side of San 
Francisco Bay that is also inhabited by Wrentits. A map prepared 
in the 1990s by California Partners in Flight 3 shows islands of 
Wrentit habitat farther east than these contiguous areas, including 
patches in the Plumas NF, and near Lassen Volcanic National Pk. 
Wrentit territory at the Oregon – California border extends from 
Del Norte Co on the Pacific to Mt Shasta in Siskiyou Co, CA, but 
no farther east. Wayne Hoffman said, “on Mt Shasta they are 
fairly common in the extensive brushfields above the town of Mt 
Shasta at elevations of 4300’ – 4500’. I did not look for them higher. 
Habitat is extensive mixed stands of Manzanita [Arctostaphylos 
sp] and Ceanothus with some other shrubs added in, and scattered 
emergent pine trees.”

Mt. Shasta and Mt. Lassen crater denote the south end of the 
Cascades stratovolcanoes. While California has a different set of 
plant species and plant community types than Oregon, it offers 
the dense brushy areas with fruiting shrubs that are the key to 
supporting Wrentits. Being farther south, suitable habitat appears 
at higher elevations than is the case here, so direct comparison 
along elevation lines is misleading. 

What California clearly offers is a route for the bird to colonize 
the state of Oregon from inland habitats. Whether or not this is 
ongoing is difficult to determine, because the systematics of 
the subspecies is poorly understood, such that it would likely 
be difficult to trace their origin by subspecies, but the existence 
of Wrentit in the border counties correlates across habitat 
types. In areas where an incoming California Wrentit would be 
indistinguishable from one born in Oregon, there may be invisible 
pressure from the south which helps drive the population north. 
We have seen many “California” species become commonplace or 
at least widely distributed in Oregon, and there may be ongoing 
northward movement here, though in a less obvious form than is 
the case with Black Phoebe, which formerly was not found here 
at all.
Dispersal

One item important to understanding the seemingly random 
nature of off-coast sightings is the Wrentit’s tendency toward post-
breeding dispersal, which we can assume is what Jim Johnson 

was seeing in action near Belknap Crater.  As Matt Hunter said 
on OBOL in 2016, “There is a definite movement of some birds in 
approximately July through September, sometimes into October. 
[This] very frequently includes upslope movements, but can be in 
just about any direction.” 

Sally Nelson ran the numbers from Wrentit observations made 
over 25 years from her Creswell, Lane Co, property, which she 
describes as “a strip of land that runs from flat pastures uphill 
to the top of the ‘toe’ of the Coast Range foothills...[that include] 
extensive brushy habitats.” Here is her record of visual and vocal 
detections compiled over this time as “a count of days on which 
Wrentits were noted.” Cumulative Wrentit days by month:

 J 17       F 12     M 11    A 43   M 39   J 25
 Ju 113  A 168   S 102    O 49   N 39   D 22 

She notes, “high numbers indicate post-breeding movement.” 
The increase in detections from June to July is dramatic, explained 
in part by their vocalization: “They sing very often as they move, 
male and female songs together from the same places, and I 
frequently see family groups of vocalizing males and females 
with 3-4 others moving with them, including intergroup purring. 
For the first time ever, I recently saw a female Wrentit singing 
10’ up in a pine and then crossing the drive to join the singing 
male in the blackberries.” This is a small-scale movement as she 
describes it, but we don’t know if some of these birds went farther.  
There are several similar mentions of the surprise Wrentit in the 
OBOL discussion, for example this one from Alan Contreras, in 
2016, “I once found a Wrentit in a fig tree in my yard in s Eugene 
in August.” 

Similarly, “I observed one in a holly bush in my [Eugene] back 
yard one fall [approximately 1998,] one of those sightings one 
hesitates to even report,” Bob Bender wrote on 2/12/08. Lest we 
think Eugene cornered the market on birds desperate for cover, 
Matt Hunter “had a Wrentit up in a tree canopy [above 10’ of bare 
trunk] in the middle of a mowed lawn, between a parking lot and 
open water at Plat 1 Reservoir [Douglas Co].”  These late summer 
and early fall examples illustrate the most extreme sort of dispersal 
situation, of a bird seizing the kind of substrate nearest to what it 
normally frequents, in a place where no one would expect it. This 
is what Rich Hoyer called the Wrentit’s “need to cling to the first 
available twig when it has crossed some open ground.” Consider 
this September 2008 sighting of a possible dispersal. Carol Karlen 
and Paul Sullivan find them using available brush: “This afternoon 

Wrentits — continued from page 56
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we visited the ponds behind Pioneer Villa truck stop [Linn Co]. At 
the northeast corner of that southern pond we heard a Wrentit.  It 
was in the brush that surrounds the pond.”  

In other seasons, and in more congenial shrubby growth, 
Wrentits can also turn up in unexpectedly isolated patches. After 
a day of looking diligently for Wrentits on the 1975 Corvallis 
CBC with John Annear, Lars Norgren recalled that he was at 
“Bellfountain Rd [Benton Co] due west of Bald Top’s summit. I 
heard the familiar ratchet call. Two Wrentits were in the fencerow 
right at the gate. It consisted of Poison-oak [Toxicodendron 
diversilobum] and lots of Trailing Blackberry [Rubus ursinus]. This 
was a fairly isolated patch of cover. At the very least the birds had 
to cross Bellfountain Rd. and its extensive, mowed shoulders.” 

In a review of these OBOL remarks on Wrentit detections, no 
one remarks on seeing them fly any distance, whether singly or 
in groups. Do Wrentits fly at night, like migratory passerines? 
Could that explain the lack of flight observations? Given that they 
are most often seen in and adjacent to brush, making only short 
flights and brief forays outward, we have assumed that they are 
not capable of sustained flight. 

These examples of dispersal from dense brush into the first 
available branching substrate that they find in open country should 
do something to dilute the notion that a Wrentit can’t bring itself 
to leave its natal shrub. These birds have managed it, and have 
done it again and again. The store of locally-learned information 
about Wrentits inclines me to find the following misleading: “The 
Wrentit’s characteristic bouncing-ball song is a classic sound 
of coastal scrub and chaparral along the West Coast. Seeing a 
Wrentit is a challenge as they sneak around inside shrubs, rarely 
making an appearance. Males and females sing at all hours of the 
day, all year long, most often hidden from view. With patience, a 
brownish-gray bird with a piercing white eye might pop out of the 
shrubs, cock its long tail off to the side, and sing. Wrentits rarely 
travel far from their territories, so you can enjoy their presence 
year-round.”4 You can enjoy their presence, but don’t assume that 
it’s the same bird you enjoyed last year.

One feature of the mystique of Wrentit distribution has to do 
with their seeming unwillingness to cross any open water, which 
is used to explain their absence from Washington. Greg Gillson 
asserted that a Wrentit won’t cross a creek. He may have been 
exaggerating for effect, but there is a general assumption that 
they won’t cross a body of water of any size. But those that live in 

riparian brush have a life full of opportunities to give it a try. 
The Willamette Valley Gap

“I wonder about the status and sighting histo-
ry of Wrentits in the east edges of the Willamette Val-
ley and western Cascade foothills... Say Estacada, Molalla, 
Silverton, Stayton, Lebanon, etc.”  We will look at Lebanon shortly, 
but these other towns Roger Freeman mentioned in 2016 appear to 
be Wrentit deserts.  “I have never seen or heard about one in the 
Silverton area (including 30 years of CBC). *** I wonder if there are 
just not good habitat bridges across the mid valley.” 

While we know that there are several such bridges across the 
rice fields and vegetable crops of the Central Valley of California, 
whatever bridges we have across the grass seed, wheat and other 
seed fields of the Willamette Valley are not obvious. It’s clear that 
they follow the trail of dense brush along streams, and that they 
will fly some distance across open ground, but the spottiness of 
their distribution along a discernable eastward strip adds mystery 
where we would like to see understanding. Bob O’Brien wonders 
why they are not in Carver, Clackamas Co, where he has lived for 
40 years after growing up in Wrentit country in the San Francisco 
Bay area. 

When Joel Geier reported a Wrentit “chattering within 20 
yards of the Willamette River at the Luckiamute Landing unit 
of Luckiamute State Natural Area,” Polk Co, on 10/31/08, it was 
the first he had seen that far east in the county. On 8/6/17, Kaplan 
Yalcin listed another there on eBird. Faced with the river, will 
these Wrentits gradually spread northward from the Luckiamute 
along the Willamette?  
Wintering

Given their coastal origin, it’s reasonable to wonder how much 
cold Wrentits can survive, and what food they would find in places 
subject to long freezing periods. Harry Fuller stated that they “do 
survive moderately cold winters in the Rogue Valley where snow 
is occasional and sub-freezing temperatures are regular from 
December – March, overnight and occasionally for days at a time. 
The key factors in their survival are dense cover and plenty of 
food, as they don’t forage far or widely but they will move along 
riparian corridors.” Given their persistence farther north, those 
factors are met often enough.
The Eastern Population

Wrentits have been reported from sites in Linn Co, the 
first being winter 1994 on the Brownsville CBC. The number 
of sites where they have maintained a presence has grown 

since. They are known around Sweet Home and Lebanon, 
and metropolitan Sodaville and Lyons. Joel Geier 

“picked up one on the Santiam Breeding Bird Survey 
route … on the flatlands just north of 
Lacomb …near Roaring River County Park.  
They don’t move real fast – just one bush  
at a time.”  Matt Hunter recommended that late 
summer is the time to go to the Cascade passes and 
listen for Wrentits, which certainly worked for Jim 
Johnson. “At this time of year they will even move 
underneath forest [cover] … and it is possible that 
some may move into shrubfields just on the east side 
of the summit, and later possibly be driven down 
to lower elevation canyons and riparian areas.” He 
cites as “plausible” a detection from the banks of the 
Deschutes near Maupin. How well these pioneers 
do in new locations is up for question. There is no 
reason to assume that the very first Wrentit seen in a 

given place will remain, succeed in breeding, or even 
survive as an individual, but cumulatively that is what 
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Bar-tailed Godwit. Photo by Aaron Beerman.

has happened. 
Steps Forward and Steps Back
Yamhill Co briefly flooded with Wrentits. For a few years, there 
was a regular progression of Wrentit sightings in Yamhill Co, 
moving along a path north of Hwy 18. They were on Linda Fink’s 
farm in Grande Ronde Agency starting in 1999, and some found 
along Spirit Mtn Rd. The cold winter of 2008-2009 seemed not 
to deter them. There was a series of detections from April 2011 
to June 2013 that made it seem that Wrentits were on the march. 
Through a combination of observer effort by Christopher Adlam, 
Carol Karlen and Paul Sullivan, and Stefan Schlick, and apparent 
Wrentit effort, in 2011 and 2012 the number of detections rose, only 
to subside. The path of detections eastward  from Grande Ronde 
Agency ran through Gopher Valley Rd, Dupee Valley Rd, Eagle 
Point Rd and back to Indian Creek Rd north of Willamina. The 
flow inexplicably dried up, until on 8/26/15, we hear from Linda 
Fink again, “A male Wrentit was singing this morning on our farm 
… first time in a long time.” As Chris Adlam said, “Fluctuating 
ranges are one of the exciting aspects of birding.”  
Wrentit Meets Man in Marion County

The limiting factor of reluctance to cross water would seem 
to be at work in the small number of Marion Co sightings, yet 
it’s precisely in an area of sandbars, sloughs, and oxbows on 
the Willamette River where Wrentits have been most frequently 
found, Minto-Brown Park, a Salem city park. Have the birds here 
crossed the Willamette using these natural features until they 
found themselves in the park?

Tim Johnson was familiar with Wrentit calls when, “in 2007, 
I started birding Minto-Brown Pk ... I heard a Wrentit early on 
but not with any regularity. In 2010, my birding friend Barbara 
[Dolan] and I discovered a Wrentit in an overgrown historic 
cherry orchard in the north end of Minto-Brown. The bird could 
be found in that same location throughout the year for the next 
several years.” Barbara adds that it was August 2010, and that 
the overgrowth was invasive non-native blackberries, Rubus 
armeniacus.  

In the manner of park managers throughout western Oregon, 
the City of Salem cleared the blackberries around the cherry trees 
in early 2013, displacing the birds. Barbara reports, “the birds 
[moved] to a more eastern area, again of thick blackberry” growth. 
Repeated visits produced a Wrentit pair for the 12/14/13 Minto-
Brown Pk CBC, but further blackberry removal displaced them. 

Tim says. “I did hear a Wrentit in Minto-Brown this spring [2017] 
but … only one time despite [repeated efforts].” Barbara remarked 
that blackberries have recolonized the old orchard, so perhaps 
there will be more Wrentit activity in the future.
The Outer Reaches

To plumb the depths of Wrentit range perplexity, we have to 
consider the two Multnomah Co records, one near the Willamette 
River on its east shore, “a bird heard by Rich Stallcup at the ridge 
over Oaks Bottoms in about 1977.”  Jeff Gilligan recalled this, 
saying that Stallcup was very familiar with the bird from his work 
at Point Reyes Bird Observatory. The next report was by David 
Mandell on 3/14/10, this time farther northeast, at the west side 
of the mouth of the Sandy River, as it enters the Columbia. This 
is despite only Clackamas Co detection, at Molalla River St Pk, 
detected by Joseph Blowers on 8/24/15. Its timing suggests a post-
breeding dispersal. But where did it disperse from? Here we are, 
on the east side of the Willamette, a long way from other known 
records. 

I’ll leave the last word to Louis Pasteur: “In the fields of 
observation chance favors only the prepared mind.” 
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From time to time, Oregon Birds has featured the “next 
generation” of Oregon birders.  Such a feature is in 
the current issue.  This time, we decided to add what 

we choose to call Historic Evidence.  Here you have images 
of some of today’s active and semi-active birders taken when 
they were the latest young birders on the block in the 1970s, 
80s and early 90s.  Of those pictured, Dan van den Broek, 
Hendrik Herlyn, Lars Norgren, Mike Patterson, Matt Hunter, 
Ram Papish, and I are still birding in Oregon.  

Heidi Schellman, a native of Eugene with whom I went 
to high school, recently returned to Oregon as head of the 
physics department at OSU and still birds when she can.  
Rich Hoyer is a professional bird guide based in Tucson,  
Sayre Greenfield still birds regularly from his base in 
Washington, Pennsylvania, and Greg Gillson still birds in 
southern California.

If you were a young Oregon birder in ancient times 
and would like to publish the Historic Evidence in a 
future issue of Oregon Birds, contact photo editor Diana 
Byrne.

Return of the 

Young Birders of 

Yesteryear

Alan Contreras

2

Fall 2017

Serge, Uri, and Ram Papish - 1992

Matt HunterLate 1970s

Dan van den Broek
1988
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Heidi Schellman
1978

Rich Hoyer
1987

Lars Norgren
1977

Mike Patterson - 1976
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Hendrik Herlyn - 1983

Greg Gillson
1978

Sayre Greenfield
1976

Alan  Contreras
1978
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Bar-tailed Godwit Incursion (continued from page 59)

Bar-tailed Godwit Incursion. Map 1. Reports of Bar-tailed Godwits from the Oregon coast in the spring of 2017. Compiled by Treesa Hertzel.
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Marsh Wren, gathering nesting material at Jackson-Frazier 

Wetland, Benton County, April 2, 2015. Photo by Matt Lee 

 

Several rare warblers and finches made an appearance at bird 
feeders around the state in 2017. Here is a small selection. 

Prothonotary Warbler, NW Portland, September 7, 2017.           

Photo by Owen Schmidt. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler, SW Portland, January 15, 2017.                         

Photo by Skip Russell. 

Lawrence’s Goldfinch, near SW Edy Road, Washington Co.,  

June 7, 2017. Photo by Andy Frank. 
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