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M E E T I N G S 
SWOC w i l l meet a t 7:30 PM, March 1 , 1976 a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e room on 

the t h i r d f l o o r o f Science I I I , U n i v e r s i t y o f Oregon campus, Eugene. P o s s i b l e 
t o p i c s a r e f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a s t a t e 
wide o r n i t h o l o g i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e proposed A l f r e d 
Cooper S h e l t o n Award. 

SWOC w i l l n e x t meet A p r i l 5, 1976 a t Science I I I . 

A N A P O L O G Y 
As i n t h e f o u r t h number o f SWOC TALK, an apology i s a g a i n i n o r d e r h e r e . 

While t h i s i s s u e o f SWOC TALK i s d a t e d November - December, 1975, i t i s 
a c t u a l l y b e i n g p r e p a r e d w e l l i n t o t h e second month o f 1976. T h i s d e l a y i s 
the f a u l t o f the e d i t o r a l o n e . SWOC TALK s h o u l d a g a i n be on i t s b i - m o n t h l y 
schedule a f t e r t h e f i r s t two i s s u e s o f 1976. 

A R E Q U E S T 
W h i l e t h e l a c k o f s u i t a b l e m a t e r i a l was n o t t h e reason f o r t h e d e l a y 

i n appearance of volume 1 , number 6 o f SWOC TALK, t h i s i s becoming a s e r i o u s 
problem. PLEASE, ALL MEMBERS SHOULD CONSIDER PREPARING ITEMS FOR PUBLICATION 
IN SWOC TALK. Our n e w s l e t t e r can o n l y s u r v i v e t h r o u g h the c o o p e r a t i o n o f 
members. 
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B U S I N E S S 
For rthosc members who are w o n d e r i n g why t h e y h a v e n ' t r e c i e v e d c a n c e l l e d 

chocks y e t a f t e r p a y i n g t h e i r dues i n November o r December, t h e same t h i n g s 
t h a t p r e v e n t e d SWOC TALK f r o m a p p e a r i n g on t i m e a l s o p r e v e n t e d d e p o s i t i n g 
dabs' c o l l e c t e d . For t h i s r e a s o n , an a c c u r a t e a c c o u n t i n g o f SWOC's f u n d s 
cannot be g i v e n now. N e x t i s s u e o f SWOC TALK ( n e x t month?) w i l l h o p e f u l l y 
i n c l u d e a complete l i s t o f our e x p e n d i t u r e s . . ,,. 
. • ' For t h o s e members whp' have'not y e t p a i d 1976 dues (and t h e r e a r e many), 
p l e a s e do so soon. J-. • • • • 

P i e d - b i l l e d Grebe 

I watched him as he seemed t o be 
t r y i n g e n e r g e t i c a l l y 
t o l i v e up t o h i s sometimes names: 
H e l l - d i v e r , Die-dapper, W a t e r - w i t c h : 

d i v i n g , submerging v e r t i c a l l y , 
swimming, h i s young upon h i s back, 
h i s n e s t on a clump o f v e g e t a t i o n 
h a l f - i s l a n d e d upon t h e l a k e 
l i k e t h e Hindu myth o f P r o j a p a t i 
f l o a t i n g on a l o t u s l e a f . 

The Grebe, some say, i s so p r i m i t i v e 
as t o be l e s s b i r d t h a n f e a t h e r e d f i s h 
l i k e t h e J u r a s s i c A r c h a e o r n i s 
h a l t e d between e v o l u t i o n s 
w i t h f e a t h e r s - and f i n g e r s - on h i s wings, 

And w i t h h i s v o i c e p i t c h e d s t r a n g e l y h i g h 
i n an e e r i e and u n e a r t h l y c r y , 
i t seemed t o me t h a t he was c a l l i n g 
somewhere ac r o s s t h e c e n t u r i e s 
t o h i s o t h e r s e l f b e h i n d t h e v a s t 
drawn c u r t a i n s on h i s l o n g - l o s t p a s t . 

E. E. de V i t o 

Thanks f o r t h e above t o member Helen M a t t e r s . 

Okay, So They're The Only Ones I Recognize 

B i r d w a t c h e r s sneer 
The more I cheer 

For r o b i n , g u l l and dove 
And humble sparrow. 
My range i s n a r r o w , 

But them's t h e ones I l o v e . 

M a r g a r e t F i s h b a c k 

The above was s t o l e n by the e d i t o r f r o m The E l e p a l o , n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e 
Hawaii Audubon S o c i e t y . 



P a l a g i c B i r d s Inland 
Don Payne •11 

The storm of the n i g h t of November 9. seems to have packed a 
t e r r i f i c punch. There were some of us t h a t got our f i r s t s i g h t 
of the Leach's P e t r e l i n the hand, with a f l e e t i n g s i g h t of 
one a t a d i s t a n c e . Those examined were some t h a t were unable 
to s u r v i v e the exhaustion, s t a r v a t i o n and probably l a c k of s a l t 
i n t h e i r water. 

From .time to time there have been p e l a g i c b i r d s t h a t have been 
driven^ .'inland.by storm, fog,-and other causes. 'On August 18, ! 6 l . 
there" was a "flood 1! of Sooty Shearwaters t h a t were stranded 
around Santa Cruz. T h e i r problem -was "a heavy Tog t h a t engulfed 
the f l o c k - a s they fed .on a school of Anchivies off-shore'-during 
the n i g h t . These are C a l i f o r n i a G u l l .sized b i r d s and we're '""c " 
gathered up i n boxes, tubs, and transported to the c l i f f s where 
they took o f f none the worse f o r the experience .-'Again l h " % u 
August of '65, there was a great number of Shearwaters washed 
up on the same beach. These b i r d s were dead and one banded 
Sooty was found among them. I t was banded on T i t i I s l a n d the 
l o c a t i o n of .this spot i s : 40°. 53 1 . S 17^° 10' E.' The report 
came from the A u s t r a l i a n Fish.& Game Department.'This was the 
f i r s t recovery from the American Coast by t h i s b i r d . ';•'• 

But a thumb n a i l s k etch on our P e t r e l i n v a s i o n comes from an 
a r t i c l e I read r e c e n t l y . The Storm-Petrels are the s m a l l e s t of 
the sea b i r d s , ranking i n s i z e with such l a n d - b i r d s as s t a r l i n g s , 
swallows, and martins. They are commonly known to seamen as 
"Mother Carey's Chickens", Mother Carey being a c o r r u p t i o n of 
"Mater Cara, " an a p p e l l a t i o n of the Blessed V i r g i n Mary. They 
are c h a r a c t e r i z e d by t h e i r r a t h e r slender hooked beaks, on the 
upper s u r f a c e of which the n o s t r i l s open w i t h i n a s i n g l e median 
tube. T h e i r slender l e g s are f r e q u e n t l y very long i n proportion 
to the s i z e of the b i r d , and toes united by webs. T h e i r wings 
are f a i r l y long, but not so narrow i n proportion as those of 
the l a r g e r P e t r e l s and A l b a t r o s s e s , and t h e i r t a i l s are u s u a l l y 
e i t h e r square or forked. Most of them are dusky i n c o l o r i n g , a 
few gray; many have a patch of white at the base of the t a i l , 
and some have white areas on the under s u r f a c e . A l l s p e c i e s have 
the b i l l and l e g s b l a c k , but i n a few the webs are p a r t l y yellow. 

I n t h e i r h a b i t s the Storm-Peterls do not d i f f e r g r e a t e l y from 
t h e i r l a r g e r r e l a t i v e s . I n the breeding season they congregate 
on s m a l l i s l a n d s , and excavate burrows i n s o f t s o i l or beneath 
matted veg e t a t i o n , or u t i l i z e n a t u r a l c r e v i c e s among rocks or 
the burrows of other b i r d s . For some days before the s i n g l e egg 
i s l a i d , both b i r d s are found together i n the burrow, but l a t e r 
they take turns i n incubation. The egg i s o v a l , white, f r e q u e n t l y 
marked a t the l a r g e r end with small red, purple, or black spots. 
The young bi r d i s densly covered with gray or brownish down, 
when f u l l fed i t i s considered l a r g e r than i t s parents, which 
then leave i t , and when the f e a t h e r s have replaced the down, the 
young f l e d g l i n g f o l l o w s them to the sea. 

Like the l a r g e r r e l a t i v e s , these b i r d s are nocturnal i n t h e i r 
h a b i t s when on the breeding grounds. During the daytime they 



may go unnoticed as thousands of them brood underground and the 
q u i e t landscape b e l i e there presence. A f t e r dark, however, when 
the b i r d s r e t u r n from the sea to r e l i e v e t h e i r mates or to feeed 
the young, v a r i o u s t w i t t e r i n g , crooning or cooing notes are heard. 
Sometimes a t sea these u a u a l l y s i l e n t b i r d s u t t e r c h i r p i n g or 
squealing notes when congregating to feed chm some un u s u a l l y 
b o u n t i f u l supply, such as the f a t from some dead whale or s e a l 
or r e f u s e from a s h i p ' s g a l l e y . . 

I n s p i t e of t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n with the Queen of Heaven, the app
earance of;Mother Carey'.s Chickens "around a s h i p i s regarded 
by s u p e r s t i t i o u s mariners as foreboding a storm. It'seems c l e a r 
t h a t they are .more o f t e n to be seen about a s h i p i n stormy 
weather, but t h i s i s probably because the passage of a s h i p 
commonly l e a v e s : a n a r e a of calmer water i n which i t i s e a s i e r 
f o r them to obtain ifood, T h e i r .habit of H y i n g to and f r o 
a c r o s s the wake of. a steamer i s perhaps c h i e f l y owing"'"to the 
f a c t t h a t the .propeller k i l l s many sma l l organisms which then 
I l o a t up to the s u r f a c e , though they at times pick up small 
r e f u s e o ^ a l l e y o r i g i n . •. -A : " " * 

When f l y i n g c l o s e over .the s u r f a c e , e s p e c i a l l y i n calm weather 
and when feeding, Storm P e t r e l s often a s s i s t t h e i r progress 
or support themselves on the s u r f a c e by p a t t i n g the water with 
t h e i r f e e t . G e n e r a l l y both f e e t are brought down together and 
the b i r d s s p r i n g along the s u r f a c e i n a s e r i e s of hops, keep
ing t h e i r wings spread; l e s s . f r e q u e n t l y the f e e t are used a l t 
e r n a t e l y so that they may be s a i d to run or walk on the water, 
supporting the supposed o r i g i n of t h e i r name from ST. Peter; 
o c c a s i o n a l l y one foot alone i s used, the other being t r a i l e d 
behind. On land t h e i r l e g s are not strong enough to support them 
and the wings have to be used to support t h e i r progress. 

The f l i g h t of Storm-Petrels i s u s u a l l y very e r r a t i c and has 
been compared to the f l i g h t of b u t t e r f l i e s , b a t s , martins or 
s w i f t s . Sometimes they seem tto behave almost e x a c t l y l i k e 
i n s e c t i v o r o u s b i r d s c atching f l y i n g i n s e c t s , but there i s noo 
evidence t h a t i n s e c t s ever form a part of t h e i r d i e t . They do 
not o f t e n s e t t l e on the water, but when they do they f l o a t 
buoyantly. Sometimes they dive from the a i r and obtain food a 
short depth below the s u r f a c e , but t h i s i s unusual. 

Leach's Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma leucordhoa) 
Upper p a r t s sooty b l a c k , wings and t a i l darker; wing-csoverts 
g r a y i s h brown; upper t a i l c o v e r t s white, center f e a t h e r s 
l a r g e l y sooty; underparts sooty brown; a few white f e a t h e r s 
on the f l a n k s ; t a i l d e e p l y forked; 
Length; 8.0 - 8.8 i n (203mm -• 220mm) 
Vling l e n g t h 5.6 - 6.5 i n (142mm - l65mm) 
T a i l length 2.4 - 3.6 i n ( 60mm 90mm) 
B i l l l e n g t h 0.5 - 0.7 i n ( 12mm - 17mm) 
Tarsus l e n g t h 0.7 - 1.0 i n ( 17mm - 25mm) 
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L i t e r a t u r e C i t e d 

I t i s h i g h t i m e f o r a new p u b l i c a t i o n on b i r d s f o r Oregon,, The a c c u m u l a t i o n 
o f f i e l d d a t a i n the N o r t h w e s t has been a c c e l e r a t i n g c o n t i n u a l l y , b u t p u b l i s h e d 
a v i f a u n a l d i s c r i p t i o n s — i n the f o r m o f t h e a n n o t a t e d l i s t -- f o r many o f t h e 
more b i o t i c a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e areas ( n o t n e c e s s a r i l y r e m o t e ) , a r e l o n g overdue and 
th e few t h a t had been p u b l i s h e d f o r Oregon need u p - d a t i n g . T h i s i s n o t t o suggest 
t h a t the a n n o t a t e d l i s t becomes o b s o l e t e . The o l d l i s t s a r e as v i a b l e as t h e y 
e v e r were i n r e s e a r c h and as h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s . They can suggest changes i n 
l o c a l a v i f a u n a , g i v e substance t o assessments o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l changes, and p r o v i d e 
a y a r d s t i c k t o f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h . How w e l l t h e a n n o t a t e d l i s t f u n c t i o n s , depends 
e n t i r e l y on how comprehensive i t i s and how w e l l i t i s w r i t t e n . 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t t he a n n o t a t e d , r e g i o n a l l i s t needs t o e v a l u a t e a l l 
a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n ( f r o m t h e l i t e r a t u r e , c o l l e c t i o n s , u n p u b l i s h e d o b s e r v a t i o n s , 
e t c . ) i n t h e ar e a p r i o r t o a s p e c i f i e d d a t e , and t o summarize t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n so 
t h a t the s t a t u s o f the a v i f a u n a w i t h i n t h a t a r ea m i g h t be c o n c l u d e d , and t h e un
known i s exposed. 

There a r e numerous, e x c e l l e n t , r e g i o n a l g u i d e s and l i s t s . W i t h these as 
models and w i t h the tremendous o p o r t u n i t y i n c o v e r i n g one o f the most i n t e r e s t i n g 
and unique areas i n the S t a t e o f Oregon, Browning's B i r d s o f Jackaon County, e t c , 
f a l l s s h o r t o f e x p e c t a t i o n s . To be a t h o r o u g h c r i t i c h e r e , i s n o t my i n t e n t i o n , 
s i n c e 1 do n o t have p e r s o n a l f i e l d knowledge o f Jackson County a v i f a u n a , b u t I 
t h i n k the p u b l i c a t i o n deserves c r i t i c i s m on i t s own m e r i t s . I t i s a shame the 
m a n u s c r i p t had n o t been more t h o r o u g h l y c r i t i c i s e d , because the work shows many 
d i s c r e p e n c i e s and most s e r i o u s l y , i t has n o t t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t a l l a v a i l a b l e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , , T h i s i s a r e v i e w o f what I f i n d d i s t u r b i n g about t h e p u b l i c a t i o n . 



I t i s n o t a p p a r e n t what i s i n c l u d e d i n t h e " . . . S u r r o u n d i n g A r e a s " , p a r t o f the 
t i t l e o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o n . References a r e made f r o m a l l over t h e S t a t e , w h i c h seems 
a b i t extreme i n v i e w o f t h e many d i s t i n c t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t p h y s i o g r a p h i c areas w i t h i n 
th e S t a t e . E v i d e n t l y (nowhere i s i t c l e a r l y s t a t e d ) , t h e w o r k i s i n t e n d e d t o 
cover the b i r d s o f Jackson County o n l y , w i t h i n c l u s i o n o f o n l y t h o s e r e f e r e n c e s 
f r o m " s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s " w h i c h t h e a u t h o r f e e l s has r e l e v a n c e t o the s t a t u s o f t h e 
b i r d s w i t h i n Jackson County. Over 16 a d d i t i o n a l s p e c i e s ( f o r i n s t a n c e ) i n the 
Klamath B a s i n ( n e i g h b o r i n g c o u n t i e s ) a r e n o t m e n t i o n e d . I t i s c u r i o u s t h a t many 
b i r d r e f e r e n c e s a r e i n c l u d e d f r o m p o i n t s w i t h i n Oregon as d i s t a n t as 400 m i l e s f r o m 
Jackson County, when n o r t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a — w i t h w h i c h i t b o r d e r s and has much i n 
common i s p r a c t i c a l l y i g n o r e d (major r e f e r e n c e b e i n g 1 9 4 4 ) . : What i s t h e " i n f l u e n c e 
o f t h e S t a t e ' s p o l i t i c a l boundary on b i r d d i s t r i b u t i o n ? 

The c u t - o f f d a t e f o r t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n i s a l s o n o t s t a t e d . 1973 i s presumed --
a g a i n — t o be t h e c u t - o f f d a t e , s i n c e t h a t i s t h e d a t e o f t h e l a t e s t r e f e r e n c e s 
c i t e d . The b u l k o f t h e work by Browning was done d u r i n g t h e s i x t i e s , w i t h a l l o f 
the m a j o r e a r l y works c i t e d , b u t t h e r e i s l a c k o f more r e c e n t r e f e r e n c e s ; and, the 
s e l e c t i o n o f o n l y some o f theee r e f e r e n c e s i s m i s l e a d i n g . 

I n t h e I n t r o d u c t i o n , i t i s s t a t e d t h a t Jackson County " i s a s m a l l g e o g r a p h i c 
a r e a w i t h numerous p l a n t c o m m u n i t i e s " , r e f e r r i n g t o t h e f o u r d e s c r i b e d i n t h e s e c t i o n 
on C l i m a t e and V e g e t a t i o n ( C h a p a r r a l - O a k , Mixed C o n i f e r F o r e s t , True F i r F o r e s t , 
and T i m b e r l i n e F o r e s t ) . These a r e m a j o r p l a n t communities adapted f r o m A C a l 
i f o r n i a F l o r a , by Munz and Keck, 1959. The p l a n t community i s n o t t o be confused 
w i t h the h a b i t a t . H a b i t a t s a r e more f a m i l i a r d e s i g n a t i o n s , and g e n e r a l l y more u s e f u l 
i n d e s c r i b i n g b i r d s p e c i e s d i s t r i b u t i o n on a l o c a l l e v e l . The " p l a n t community" 
tends t o d e f i n e t h e p r i m e v a l s t a t e o n l y , whereas t h e " h a b i t a t " d e s c r i b e s t h e a l t e r e d , 
" u n n a t u r a l " e n v i r o n m e n t s as w e l l . The " h a b i t a t " a l s o i d e n t i f i e s t h e w a t e r / p l a n t 
s i t u a t i o n (open w a t e r , marsh, s h o r e , m u d f l a t , u p l a n d , e t c . ) , s o i n f l u e n t u a l i n b i r d 
d i s t r i b u t i o n and p r a c t i c a l l y i g n o r e d by Browning i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n s 6 f p l a n t and 
a v i a n c o m m u n i t i e s . Thus, t h e Brewer's B l a c k b i r d i s s a i d t o be a " v e r y common p e r 
manent r e s i d e n t and b r e e d i n g s p e c i e s i n the Chaparral-Oak Community and Mixed C o n i f e r 
F o r e s t . " , y e t t h i s i n no way d e s c r i b e s h a b i t a t p r e f e r e n c e and p r o v i d e s l i t t l e i n f o r 
m a t i o n on d i s t r i b u t i o n , s i n c e t h e s p e c i e s i s d e f i n i t e l y n o t a f o r e s t b i r d . I t s 
d i s t r i b u t i o n i s most i n f l u e n c e d by the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f w a t e r and semi-open spaces 
p r o v i d e d by t h e f o r e s t edge; the presence o f t h e f o r e s t i t s e l f i s a l m o s t i n c i d e n t a l . 

I t i s d i s t u r b i n g t o f i n d so much m i s l e a d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e f o u r pages under 
the h e a d i n g , A v i a n Communities. Anyone who has s t u d i e d b i r d s i n Western Oregon 
would be s u r p r i s e d t o . f i n d t h e Acorn Woodpecker " p r i m a r i l y r e s t r i c t e d " t o Jackson 
County. The d i s c u s s i o n i n t h i s s e c t i o n on b r e e d i n g s p e c i e s r e s t r i c t e d t o m a j o r 
p l a n t communities i s d i s a s t r o u s . I f i n d i t s t r a n g e t o read t h a t V i r g i n i a R a i l , 
S ora, P o o r - w i l l , L o n g - b i l l e d Marsh Wren, Rock Wren, Y e l l o w - b r e a s t e d Chat, Y e l l o w -
headed B l a c k b i r d , and o t h e r s , a r e r e s t r i c t e d as b r e e d i n g s p e c i e s t o the " C h a p a r r a l -
Oak Community", when t h e y a r e n o t so r e s t r i c t e d e lsewhere i n the c o u n t r y . What i s 
a p p a r e n t l y meant, i s t h a t t h e s e s p e c i e s a r e so r e s t r i c t e d t o h a b i t a t s w h i c h happen 
t o be encompassed by t h e c h a p a r r a l - o a k community, w i t h i n t h e Lower Rogue R i v e r V a l l e y . 
Then t h i s seems t o be an a r b i t r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n f o r these s p e c i e s and n o t an e c o l o g i c a l 
one as i m p l i e d . The B l a c k - c h i n n e d Sparrow i s on t h i s l i s t o f " b r e e d i n g s p e c i e s " , y e t 
i t i s g i v e n t h e s t a t u s o f " a c c i d e n t a l " i n the s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s . The same c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
i s c r e a t e d w i t h the i n c l u s i o n o f the B l a c k - t h r o a t e d Sparrow on a n o t h e r s i m i l a r l i s t . 
On t h i s l i s t , the b l a c k - t h r o a t i s c o n s i d e r e d a summer v i s i t o r , y e t i t , t o o , i s g i v e n 
a c c i d e n t a l s t a t u s on the s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s . " A c c i d e n t a l " , as d e f i n e d by Browning, 
r e f e r s t o those s p e c i e s w h i c h a r e n o t expected t o occur a g a i n ! 

Species r e s t r i c t e d t o the Mixed C o n i f e r F o r e s t ( n o n - P i n u s ) i n c l u d e Pygmy Owl, 
Vaux's S w i f t , and W i n t e r Wren, w h i c h a r e n o t so r e s t r i c t e d i n o t h e r p a r t s o f the 
S t a t e . The same a p p l i e s t o W i l l i a m s o n ' s Sapsucker and Black-backed T h r e e - t o e d 
Woodpecker as s i g n e d t o the "True F i r F o r u s t " , and t o the N o r t h e r n T h r e e - t o e d Wood-



p e c k e r , " . . . r e s t r i c t e d t o T i m b e r l i n e Forest'/. The r e a d e r i s even more confused 
when he f i n d s t h a t t h e s e r e s t r i c t i o n s do n o t agree w i t h those d e s c r i b e d f o r these 

. s p e c i e s i n the s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s . I n t h e s p e c i e s a c c o u n t s , we read t h a t i t i s 
p i n e f o r e s t f o r the W i l l i a m s o n ' s Sapsucker i n s t e a d o f t r u e f i r f o r e s t ; t h a t t he 
Pygmy Owl r e s i d e s i n mixed c o n i f e r ' f o r e s t and c h a p a r r a l - o a k ; t h a t the Vaux's S w i f t 
i s a "common summer r e s i d e n t i n Mixed C o n i f e r and True F i r F o r e s t s " ( u n d e r l i n i n g 
m i n e ) ; and t h a t t h e W i n t e r Wren i s a " f a i r l y common permanent r e s i d e n t i n the True 
F i r F o r e s t " , i n s t e a d o f b e i n g " r e s t r i c t e d t o Mixed C o n i f e r F o r e s t " . The N o r t h e r n 
T h r e e - t o e d Woodpecker i s known i n Jackson County f r o m two s i g h t r e c o r d s - n e i t h e r 
o f b r e e d i n g b i r d s and one o f w h i c h was n o t i n t i m b e r l i n e f o r e s t . These c o n t r a 
d i c t i o n s s e r i o u s l y weaken t h e r e p o r t . ;,„._ 

THE SPECIES ACCOUNT < i •' '• '• ' , - ..vo-._ - . 

..Nomenclature f o l l o w s t h e AOU C h e c k - l i s t (1957) and t h e 32d Supplement ( 1 9 7 3 ) , 
y e t o n l y some o f t h e common names are i n accordance w i t h t h e Supplement. There 
would be no purpose i n r e t a i n i n g some o f the o l d names, so i t was p r o b a b l y n o t done 
d e l i b e r a t e l y , (The o l d names, "Common" E g r e t , S h o v e l e r w i t h o u t t h e " N o r t h e r n " , 
"Pigeon Hawk",'"Sparrow Hawk", Y e ' l l o w t h r o a t w i t h o u t t h e "Common", were r e t a i n e d ; 
whereas, " N o r t h e r n " O r i o l e , "Common" F l i c k e r , "Dark-eyed" Junco, "American" R o b i n , 
"Yellow-rumped" W a r b l e r , were some o f the names acc e p t e d f r o m t h e r e c e n t r e v i s i o n s 
i n t h e 32d Sup p l e m e n t ) . 

The o m i s s i o n s o f S p o t t e d Owl, Flammiilated Owl, Swainson's T h r u s h , and o t h e r s 
f r o m t h e Species A c c o u n t , i s u n f o r g i v a b l e . A n e s t i n g r e c o r d o f S p o t t e d Owl i n 
Jackson County i s g i v e n by G a b r i e l s o n and J e w e t t i n B i r d s o f Oregon ( 1 9 4 0 ) , n o t 
t o m e n t i o n t h e a d d i t i o n a l r e c o r d s . Records o f Flammulated Owl were e v i d e n t l y 
i g n o r e d , and t h e o m i s s i o n o f t h e Swainson's T h r u s h was p r o b a b l y an o v e r s i g h t . 
The W h i t e - t i l e d K i t e ( p r e s e n t a l l y e a r a t M e d f o r d , 1973) and the I n d i g o B u n t i n g 
( M e d f o r d , A p r i l , 1972) a r e n o t i n c l u d e d . The E a s t e r n Phoebe r e c o r d s (1'964, 1966, 
and a n e s t a t P i l o t Rock s o u t h o f A s h l a n d , 1967) w h i c h a r e s_o u n u s u a l , a r e un
abas h e d l y i g n o r e d . The B l a c k S w i f t c o u l d have been mentioned as a h y p o t h e t i c a l , 
f o r i t v e r y l i k e l y m i g r a t e s over the a r e a . The c a t e g o r y o f " h y p o t h e t i c a l " i s 
n o t used i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n . 

For t he Species A c c o u n t , " I m p o r t a n t l i t e r a t u r e i s c i t e d and r e c o r d s o u t s i d e 
Jackson County, e s p e c i a l l y f r o m west o f t h e Cascade Mountains i n Oregon, a r e 
me n t i o n e d . " (p.21) There a r e f r e q u e n t r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e W i l l a m e t t e V a l l e y , b u t 
i n f a c t , few r e c o r d s c i t e d a r e more r e c e n t t h a n G u l l i o n ' s o f 1951. For many s p e c i e s 
the s t a t u s has changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y s i n c e t h e n , m o s t l y because o f a d d i t i o n a l f i e l d 
w ork. The f a c t t h a t t h e r e has been no ma j o r p u b l i c a t i o n on the a v i f a u n a o f the 
W i l l a m e t t e V a l l e y s i n c e G u l l i o n ' s i s no excuse f o r the e x c l u s i o n o f more c u r r e n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n , s i n c e most o f i t i s a v a i l a b l e i n American B i r d s , The M u r r e l e t , and 
v a r i o u s l o c a l p a p e r s . I f a i l t o r e c o g n i z e t h e purpose o f even i n c l u d i n g t h e o l d 
r e c o r d s o u t s i d e Jackson County, when th e more r e c e n t l i t e r a t u r e , w h i c h would 
i n d i c a t e more c u r r e n t s t a t u s o f t h e s p e c i e s , i s i g n o r e d . T h i s makes t h e s p e c i e s 
a c c o u n t s s a d l y o u t o f d a t e , a t l e a s t as f a r as t h e W i l l a m e t t e V a l l e y i s concerned. 
( I wonder a l s o , about Jackson County r e c o r d s ) . The a u t h o r o f f e r s no e x p l a n a t i o n 
f o r h i s s e l e c t i v i t y . Examples o f t h i s i n c o m p l e t e coverage a r e numerous. 

For the Red-necked Grebe, a r e c o r d o f young b i r d s a t Howard P r a i r i e R e s e r v o i r 
June 22, 1969, i s c o n s i d e r e d the " . . . o n l y b r e e d i n g r e c o r d . " Y e t the Audubon F i e l d 
Notes ( 1 9 ( 5 ) ) m e n t i o n s two young a t t h i s l o c a t i o n on June 23, 1965. 



F o r t h e Green Heron, t h e l a t e s t r e f e r e n c e f o r Western Oregon ( o u t s i d e Jackson 
County) i s Evenden's C o r v a l l i s r e c o r d o f 1947.' T h i s i s a l s o t h e o n l y l o c a t i o n c i t e d 
f o r t h e S o u t h e r n W i l l a m e t t e V a l l e y . Even G u l l i o n ' s numerous b r e e d i n g r e c o r d s a r e 
i g n o r e d , n o t t o m e n t i o n o t h e r s . The Green Heron has beena n o t e d permanent r e s i d e n t 
i n Western Oregon f o r some t i m e . The c h o i c e o f o n l y one r e f e r e n c e and an o l d one — 
t o i n d i c a t e p r e s e n t s t a t u s , i s v e r y s t r a n g e . The o m i s s i o n o f w i n t e r r e c o r d s f o r t h e 
Green Heron i n Jackson County i s a l s o s t r a n g e , as i n d i v i d u a l s have been r e c o r d e d on 
a t l e a s t two CBC's a t M e d f o r d ; y e t t h e "Common" E g r e t g e t s r e c o g n i t i o n o f t w i c e 
a p p e a r i n g on Medford's CBC's^' " . J ' '.- . . .. • 

The American B i t t e r n — a c c o r d i n g t o Browning — "... s h o u l d be considered' a 
r a r e m i g r a n t " west o f the'Cascades, "...on the b a s i s o f a v a i l a b l e r e c o r d s . " ( p . 2 5 ) . 
Y e t t h e a v a i l a b l e r e c o r d s c e r t a i n l y i n d i c a t e o t h e r w i s e . The b i r d i s f a i r l y common 
as a b r e e d e r i n l a r g e marshes i n Western Oregon, and i t i s o c c a s i o n a l l y found i n 
w i n t e r i n Wastern Oregon i n c l u d i n g Jackson County. The a u t h o r does n o t i n d i c a t e 
t h i s . "'"'';'"".''.""' ' ... • -: •.--,;' •, -"7 - •• 

A p p a r e n t l y t h e f i v e Rough-legged Hawks w h i c h appeared on t h e 1973 Medford CBC 
were n o t i n c l u d e d because t h e r e c o r d was n o t p u b l i s h e d u n t i l A p r i l , 1974, a f t e r t h e 
presumed 1973 c u t - o f f d a t e . But t h e n , n e i t h e r were a l l o f t h e e a r l i e r r e c o r d s i n 
c l u d e d among t h e t h r e e m e n t i o n e d . '• ;\ • "•' 

The Osprey i s g i v e n t h e s t a t u s o f "uncommon permanent r e s i d e n t " , w i t h o u t 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n . Ospreys do o c c a s i o n a l l y w i n t e r a t t h i s l a t i t u d e , b u t i t i s c o n s i d e r e d 
u n u s u a l , or a t l e a s t , n o t e w o r t h y . The s t a t u s o f permanent r e s i d e n t i s i n a p p r o p r i a t e . 
I n s p i t e o f t h i s d e s i g n a t i o n t h e a u t h o r o f f e r s o n l y n e s t i n g r e c o r d s ( e x c e p t f o r one 
i n November) and no w i n t e r r e c o r d s . 

The s t a t u s o f B l a c k - b e l l i e d P l o v e r has changed i n t h e s o u t h e r n W i l l a m e t t e • 
V a l l e y s i n c e G u l l i o n ' s paper o f 1951 — most r e c e n t source c i t e d by Browning f o r 
t h i s a r e a . There a r e a l s o more r e c e n t r e c o r d s f o r L o n g - b i l l e d Curlew, S o l i t a r y 
S a n d p i p e r , P e c t o r a l S a n d p i p e r , and American A v o c e t , and t h e r e i s a s t a t u s change 
f o r B a i r d ' s S a n d p i p e r . 

The a u t h o r was p r o b a b l y n o t aware o f Semipalmated Sandpiper photos t a k e n a t 
F e r n Ridge (Lane County) i n 1970, n o r o f c o a s t a l s i g h t i n g s , when he recommended 
k e e p i n g t h e s p e c i e s on the Oregon h y p o t h e t i c a l l i s t . I n l i g h t o f a r e c e n t a r t i c l e 
by P h i l l i p s i n American B i r d s (Vol.29,no.4: 7 9 9 ) , on t h e s p e c i e s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , 
i t m i g h t be wise t o do so, however, u n t i l specimen d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s made. 

There a r e o t h e r i n l a n d r e c o r d s f o r Western G u l l b e s i d e s those t a k e n f r o m 
G a b r i e l s o n and J e w e t t . There i s no h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n f o r F r a n k l i n ' s 
G u l l , a s p e c i e s w h i c h has extended i t s b r e e d i n g range i n t o Oregon s i n c e 1940. 

N e s t i n g r e c o r d ( s ) o f Long-eared Owl i n Western Oregon were missed and an 
i m p o r t a n t 1967 n e s t i n g r e c o r d o f B u r r o w i n g Owl i n Jackson County was n o t m e n t i o n e d . 

The W i l l i a m s o n ' s Sapsucker i s a known b r e e d e r i n the p i n e f o r e s t s o f t h e 
Cascades, n o t a p r o b a b l e b r e e d e r . 

A p p a r e n t l y no e f f o r t s were made by f i e l d o r n i t h o l o g i s t s o f Jackson County t o 
s e p a r a t e any o f the f i v e s p e c i e s o f Empidonax I W i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f Hammond's v s . 
Dusky, the s p e c i e s are r e a s o n a b l y d i s t i n c t , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e b r e e d i n g season. 
C e r t a i n l y , d r a w i n g from the " u n p u b l i s h e d n o t e s o f c o u n t l e s s i n d i v i d u a l s . . . " ( p . 1 ) , 
t h e r e must be some i d e a o f r e l a t i v e s t a t u s f o r these s p e c i e s w i t h i n t h e a r e a . 



-Y6~-
The Mockingbird r e c e i v e s s i x r e p o r t s from a l l over the S t a t e o u t s i d e Jackson 

County, but none of the Lane County records a r e i n c l u d e d . F o r _ t h e Veery, the l a t e s t 
r e f e r e n c e i s G a b r i e l s o n and Jewett, 1940, f o r e a s t e r n Oregon. 'The Red-eyed V i r e o 
records from southern Willamette V a l l e y (where i t breeds l o c a l l y ) a r e not mentioned. 
What i s c i t e d i s the AOU C h e c k - l i s t (1957), which g i v e s n o r t h e r n Oregon as the south
e r n l i m i t of i t s range. 

The "uncommon migrant" d e s i g n a t i o n f o r the B l a c k - t h r o a t e d Gray Warbler i s s u r 
p r i s i n g i n l i g h t of the f a c t t h a t . i t t i s s o abundant during s p r i n g m i g r a t i o n i n the 
southern Willamette V a l l e y , where "'"it"" a l s o breeds, and i t breeds i n no r t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a ! 

The American R e d s t a r t r e c o r d s a t Davis Lake -- which appeared i n American B i r d s — 
were e v i d e n t l y missed by the author. ..(He does mention the Blue Mountain d i s t r i c t as 
a " p o s s i b l e " , breeding s i t e . ) vo i'fav\rr\h'<tc . '•;•:/>.: i. -

The Brown-headed Cowbird account i s s a d l y out of date f o r Western Oregon, i t s 
s t a t u s having changed so d r a s t i c a l l y s i n c e i t was a s t r a g g l e r i n 1940. 

As expected, the Grasshopper Sparrow re c o r d s do not i n c l u d e those of Lane County. 
The l a t e s t Lane County re c o r d s of Tree Sparrow a re omitted, but the e a r l y r e c o r d s 
a r e mentioned. Absence of summer rec o r d s of White-crowned Sparrow i s s u r p r i s i n g 
( i t i s given the s t a t u s of "very common winter r e s i d e n t " ) . The 1968 Swamp Sparrow 
record a t Eugene _is included (from Audubon F i e l d N o t e s ) . 

Thus, w i t h the numerous c o n t r a d i c t i o n s and skimpy r e f e r e n c e s , the worthiness of 
t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n i s s e r i o u s l y reduced. F i v e to seven s p e c i e s were e n t i r e l y omitted 
from the Jackson County l i s t without e x p l a n a t i o n . Out of 259 s p e c i e s l i s t e d , I found 
a t l e a s t 45 w i t h incomplete r e f e r e n c e s , i n c o n s i s t e n t treatment, or otherwise m i s l e a d i n g 
information ( t h e r e may be more). There i s no l i s t of h y p o t h e t i c a l s , and no such c a t e 
gory. Some incompleteness i s understandable, s i n c e there has been no major paper on 
avi f a u n a i n Western Oregon s i n c e 1951 and no statewide work s i n c e 1940, but most of 
the r e c e n t information i s a v a i l a b l e through s c a t t e r e d s o u r c e s . The s e c t i o n on p l a n t 
communities i s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y as i t r e l a t e s to b i r d d i s t r i b u t i o n , and the d i s c u s s i o n 
on a v i a n communities i s p r a c t i c a l l y meaningless. I t i s my c o n v i c t i o n t h a t the author 
has r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n acknowledging a l l r e f e r e n c e s and other r e p o r t s , even i f he does 
not accept them a l l , and as d e l i b e r a t e l y as he can, to make h i s work e f f e c t i v e as a 
r e s e a r c h t o o l . 

I am p a r t i c u l a r l y aware of the ease i n c r i t i c i s i n g a work r e l a t i v e to the d i f f i 
c u l t y i n c r e a t i n g the work. T h i s c r i t i c i s m on the B i r d s of Jackson County, e t c . , i s 
not an a t t a c k on Mr. Browning. Much of the same b a s i c c r i t i c i s m can be made of 
G a b r i e l s o n and Jewett's B i r d s of Oregon. I am i n t e r e s t e d i n understanding b i r d d i s 
t r i b u t i o n and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the a v i f a u n a of the northwest, and i n the q u a l i t y of 
published m a t e r i a l covering the a r e a . Since Mr. Browning i s p r e s e n t l y working on 
a book of the b i r d s of Oregon, I am concerned t h a t t h i s new work gets b e t t e r t r e a t 
ment than did the work on the b i r d s of Jackson County. 



WANTED ALIVE 
INFORMATION NEEDED ON COLOR-MARKED BIRDS OF PREY 

Research p e r s o n n e l a t t h e Snake R i v e r B i r d s o f Prey N a t u r a l Area w o u l d 
l i k e y o u r h e l p i n r e c o r d i n g b i r d s - o f - p r e y movements. We have p l a c e d 
c o l o r - c o d e d v i n y l w i n g markers and/or y e l l o w " p a i n t " on j u v e n i l e b i r d s 
o f p r e y t o h e l p d e t e r m i n e p o s t - f l e d g l i n g movement. Wing markers and, 
t a i l p a i n t , ' as i l l u s t r a t e d , may show o n l y on t h e d o r s a l s u r f a c e o f t h e 
b i r d s . N i n e t y - t h r e e b i r d s ( g o l d e n e a g l e s , p r a i r i e f a l c o n s , r e d - t a i l e d 
hawks and r a v e n s ) were marked t h i s y e a r and t h e program w i l l c o n t i n u e 
u n t i l 1980. •-^io^-ri. v c v U-:rx -.: 

I n f o r m a t i o n Needed: 

Species o f b i r d 
and how marked. 

L o c a t i o n o f s i g h t i n g 
( s t a t e , c o u n t y , d i s 
t a n c e f r o m n e a r e s t 
l a n d m a r k ) . 

Date o f s i g h t i n g . 

O b s e r v er's name 
and a d d r e s s . 

5. A c t i v i t y and c o n d i 
t i o n o f t h e b i r d . 

P lease send t o : 
Dean B i b l e s , D i s t r i c t Manager Phones: 
B o i s e D i s t r i c t , A t t n : Mike K o c h e r t Commercial - 208-342-2711, 
Bureau o f Land Management E x t . 2582 
230 C o l l i n s Road, B o i s e , Idaho 83702 FTS - 208-342-2582 



P I C T U R E YOUR A R T I C L E HERE] 

Thi s i s s u e o f SWOC TALK was p r e p a r e d by Chip Jobanek and was p r i n t e d on 
February 25, 1976 by t h e Quick Copy Center o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Oregon, 
KllgCMlO . 
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OOMS 

The Southern W i l l a m e t t e O r n i t h o l o g i c a l Club, o r SWOC, i s an o r g a n i z a t i o n 
r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e i n t e r e s t s o f b i r d s t u d e n t s i n t h e s o u t h e r n W i l l a m e t t e 
V a l l e y . The g o a l s o f SWOC i n c l u d e : 

- Conduct m o n t h l y m e e t i n g s o f o r n i t h o l o g i c a l i n t e r e s t 
- A c t as t h e c o o r d i n a t i n g body f o r l o c a l p r o j e c t s 
- P a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t a l p l a n n i n g 
- A c t as a "sounding b o a r d " f o r new ideas and i n f o r m a t i o n 

p e r t i n e n t t o t h e s t u d y o f W i l l a m e t t e V a l l e y b i r d l i f e 
- D i s t r i b u t e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n t h r o u g h t h e f o r m o f a n e w s l e t t e r 

and papers 

Q u i t e s i m p l y , SWOC i s an i n f o r m a l d i s c u s s i o n group w h i c h d e a l s w i t h t h e 
prob l e m s ' o f W i l l a m e t t e V a l l e y b i r d s . We nedd your p a r t i c i p a t i o n . Please 
c o n s i d e r j o i n i n g SWOC and p l a y i n g an a c t i v e r o l e i n any o f t h e s e s t a t e d 
g o a l s . Address a l l l e t t e r s t o "SWOC, c/o Chip Jobanek, 38713 McKenzie 
Highway, S p r i n g f i e l d , Oregon, 97477." 


