
$4.50 Oregon Birds 
m W The quarterly journal of Oregon field ornithology 

Volume 18, Number 4, Winter 1992 

The Records of the Oregon Bird Records 
Committee. 1991-1992 99 

Harry Nehls 
Rosy Finch Roosting Site 101 

Paul T. Sullivan 

Update of Record High Totals of Individuals 
- on Oregon Chrislmas Bird Counts 102 

Alan Contreras 

Notes on Observing Swamp Sparrows 103 
David Fix 

Extreme Aggressive Interaction Among 
Great Blue Herons 105 
Harry Nehls 

Birds and Birders in 
Oregon Geographic Names 106 
George A. Jobanek 

The Birds of Jackson Bottom, Washington 
County, Oregon: A site guide and 
checklist 109 

-„ Greg Gillson 

McBirds: The Art of Birding Shopping Malls 112 
Greg Gillson 

Birding Ethics: You be the judge 112 
Alan Contreras 

Oregon Birds Crossword Puzzle No. 5 114 
Karen Kearney 

News and Notes 115 
The President's Message 119 

Tim Shebnerdine 
Determination of Threatened Status for 

the Washington, Oregon, and California 
Population of the Marbled Murrelet 120 

Bird Feeding: Boon or Bane? 122 
Cornell Laboratory Of Ornithology 

Oregon's Bald Eagles 123 
FIELDNOTES 124 
Eastern Oregon, Spring 1992 124 

JoeEvanich 
Western Oregon, Spring 1992 128 

Jeff Gilligan 
COVER PHOTO 

Garganey (front) with Blue-winged Teal. 17 May 
1992, Bay City STP, Tillamook County. OBRC 
139.2-92-02C. Phdo/Bing Wong. 



Oregon Birds 
The quarterly journal of Oregonfield ornithology 

OREGON BIRDS is a quarterly publication of Oregon Field Ornithologists, 
an Oregon not-for-profit corporation. Membership in Oregon Field Ornithologists 
includes a subscription to Oregon Birds. ISSN 0890-2313 

Editor 
Associate Editor 

Assistant Editor 

Owen Schmidt 
J i m J o h n s o n 
Sharon K. Blair 

OREGON FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 
President Tim Shelmerdine, Lake Oswego (1993) 
Secretary Karen Kearney, Portland (1993) 
Treasurer Dennis Arendt, Eugene (1993) 

Past President David A. Anderson, Portland 
Directors Colin Dillingham, Brookings (1992-94) 

Hendrik Herlyn, Corvallis (1992-94) 
Gerard Lillie, Portland (1991-93) 
Don MacDonald, Corvallis (1991-93) 

OREGON BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Secretary Harry Nehls, Portland (1992) 

Members Jim Carlson, Eugene (1990-92) 
Tom Crabtree, Bend (1992-94) 
Jeff Gilligan, Portland (1990-92) 
Jim Johnson, Portland (1990-92) 
Nick Lethaby, Santa Clara, CA (1991-93) 
Larry McQueen, Eugene (1991-93) 
Owen Schmidt, Portland (1991-93) 
Steve Summers, Klamath Falls (1992-94) 
Linda Weiland, Portland (1992-94) 

Alternates Hendrik Herlyn, Corvallis (1992) 
Kamal Islam, Corvallis (1992) 
Ron Maertz, Glide (1992) 
Craig Roberts, Tillamook (1992) 

Oregon Birds 
OREGON BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 

©1992 

OREGON FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 
P.O. Box 10373 

Eugene, OR 97440 

Oregon Birds i s l o o k i n g f o r 

m a t e r i a l i n t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s : 

N e w s B r i e f s on things of temporal 
importance, such as meetings, birding trips, 
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with identification, distribution, ecology, 
management, conservation, taxonomy, 
behavior, biology, and historical aspects of 
ornithology and birding in Oregon. Articles 
cite references (if any) at the end of the text 
Names and addresses of authors typically 
appear at the beginning of the text. 

S h o r t Notes are shorter communications 
dealing with the same subjects as articles. 
Short Notes typically cite no references, or at 
most a few in parentheses in the text. Names 
and addresses of authors appear at the end of 
the text. 

B i r d F i n d i n g G u i d e s "where to find a 
in Oregon" (for some of the rarer 

birds) and "where to find birds in the 
area" (for some of the better 

spots). 

R e v i e w s forpublished material on Oregon 
birds or of interest to Oregon birders. 

P h o t o g r a p h s of birds, especially photos 
taken recently in Oregon. Color slide 
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photos with photographer's name and 
address, bird identification, date and place 
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returned; contact the Editor for more 
information. 
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directly to the Editor, 3007 N.E. 32nd Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97212, (503)282-9403. 
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The Records of the Oregon Bird Records 
Committee, 1991-1992 
Harry Nehls, Secretary, Oregon Bird Records Committee, 2136SE. 20th. Avenue, Portland, OR97202 

From October 1991 to October 1992, the 
Oregon Bird Records Committee (OBRC) 
completed the following records. The 
first group of records are those for which 
the written report and/or photographs or 
specimens supported the stated identifi
cation and are accepted records. If 
photo(s) or specimen is indicated for a 
record it was accepted as verified. Other 
records were accepted as sight records. 

Of the 47 records reviewed by the 
Committee and the 10 records brought 
up for reconsideration during this period, 
37 were accepted and 20 were not ac
cepted. Because of the actions of the 
Committee the Blue-winged Warbler and 
the Connecticut Warbler have been re
moved from the Oregon Checklist. The 
list now stands at 472 species. 

Accepted 

Accepted 

Information presented below for each 
species includes location of sighting, 
number of birds, sex and age if known, 
special information (such as collection 
and museum number) and date(s), initial 
of the observers) submitting written or 
other evidence for accepted records, and 
the OBRC record file number. The OBRC 
record file number reads as follows: the 
first 3 digits are the AOU number for the 
species, the second 2 are the year in 
which the record was observed, and the 
last numbers are the consecutive num
bers for the records as they are filled. 

The members of the OBRC for 1992 
are Jim Carlson, Tom Crabtree, Jeff 
Gilligan, Linda Weiland, Jim Johnson, 
Larry McQueen, Nick Lethaby, Owen 
Schmidt, and Steve Summers. The alter
nates are Craig Roberts, Hendrik Herlyn, 
Kamal Islam, and Ron Maertz. 

The OBRC thanks the following or
ganizations for having made financial 
contributions in the past year to help with 
expenses: Cape Arago Audubon Society, 
Central Oregon Audubon, Florence 
Audubon Society, Corvallis Audubon 
Society, Lane County Audubon Society, 

Portland Audubon Society, Grande Ronde 
Bird Club, Klamath Basin Audubon Soci
ety, Salem Audubon Society, Umpqua 
Valley Audubon, Southern Willamette 
Ornithological Club, and Yaquina Birders 
and Naturalists. 

RECORDS ACCEPTED 

Yellow-billed Loon 
008-88-25 Timothy Lake, 

Clackamas Co., 1 bird 16 
May 1988 (photo by LW); 

008-89-24 

Mottled Petrel 
099-90-08 

099-90-09 

099-90-10 

Tufted Duck 
149.1-91-13 

149.1-91-14 

Smew 
131.1-91-01 

Gyrfalcon 
354-89-09 

Bullard's Beach State 
Park, Coos Co., 1 bird on 
4 June 1989 (photos by 
DA). 

45 mi. W Lincoln City, 
Lincoln Co., 1 bird on 11 
December 1990 (TSt). 

45 mi. W So. Tillamook 
Co., 1 bird on 11 
December 1990 (TSt). 

45 mi. W Cape Lookout, 
Tillamook Co., 1 bird on 
11 December 1990 (TSt). 

Sheridan Sewage Ponds, 
Polk Co., adult male on 
26 January 1991 (RBa, 
KCu). 

Fiddle Creek, Douglas 
Co., 1 female on 11-12 
March 1991 (PMo). 

Columbia River Gorge, 
Hood River Co., adult 
male 27-28 January 1991 
(JBi, JE, photos by NL). 

South Jetty, Columbia 
River, Clatsop Co., gray 
phase bird 30 September 
to 22 December 1989 
(MP). 

Bar-tailed Godwit 
250-90-12 Bandon, Curry Co., 1 

juvenile on 8 September 
1990 (photos by JG, 
KKe). 

Nehalem Meadows, 
Tillamook Co., 1 juvenile 
male on 16 September 
1990 (photos byJG). 

South Jetty, Columbia R., 
Clatsop Co., adult male 
on 11 August 1991 (MP). 

South Jetty, Columbia R., 
Clatsop Co., 1 juvenile on 
11 August 1991 (MP). 

Cuckoo 
Hq. Malheur NWR, 
Harney Co., 1 bird 25-28 
June 1990 (MAS, PSh). 

Fields, Harney Co., 1 bird 
on 8 June 1991 (JG). 

Hq. Malheur NWR, 
Harney Co., 1 bird on 9 
June 1991 (JG). 

Ft. Klamath, Klamath Co., 
21 March 1902, speci
men no. 184845, U.S. 
National Museum. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
402-91 -09 Brookings, Curry Co., 1 

male on 24-25 February 
1991 (photos by CD). 

Ruff 
260-90-25 

260-91-26 

260-91-27 

Yellow-billed 
387-90-08 

387-91-10 

387-91-11 

Boreal Owl 
371-02-03 

Least Flycatcher 
467-90-18 

Brown Thrasher 
705-90-12 

Fields, Harney Co., 1 bird 
on 28 May 1990 (HN). 

Frenchglen, Harney Co., 
1 bird 17 December 1990 
to 2 March 1991 (photos 
by SS). 
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705-83-13 15 miles southeast of 595-91 -20 Vida, Lane Co., adult Smew 
Oregon City, Clackamas male 1-3 June 1991 (TMi, 131.1-91-02 Mouth Siuslaw River, 
Co., 1 bird 2 December AMi, photos by FB). Lane Co., 2 birds on 26 
1983 to 27 April 1984 

AMi, photos by FB). 
February 1991. Not 

(HN, photo by VT). Orchard Oriole accepted as details brief (HN, photo by VT). 
506-90-04 Brookings, Curry Co., 1 and ambiguous. 

705-91-14 Fields, Harney Co., 1 bird female 12 November to 
3-6 June 1991 (JeK, 12 December 1990 (CD, Gyrfalcon 
photo by KKe) photos by SS, NL). 354-91-08 Nehalem Sewage Ponds, photo by KKe) 

Tillamook Co., 1 dark 
Phainopepla 506-91 -05 Fields, Harney Co., adult brown bird on 21 May 
620-91-05 Lakeview, Lake Co., male 4-7 June 1991 (PL, 1991. Not accepted as 

female or immature on 26 photos by TC, SF, KKe). details did not rule out 
January 1991 (BW). 

photos by TC, SF, KKe). 
Peregrine Falcon. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler Contributors Common Black-headed Gull 
659-91-24 Page Springs Camp 055.1-90-04 Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., 1 

ground, Harney Co., 9 David Anderson (DA) adult in winter plumage 
June 1991 (TMi). Dennis Arendt (DAr) 26 November 1990. Not June 1991 (TMi). 

Robert Barnes (RBa) accepted as observation 
Magnolia Warbler John Biewener ** (JBi) too brief, and description 
657-91-19 Buena Vista Sta., Harney Frances Bums** (FB) lacked sufficient details. 

Co., adult female on 1 Tom Crabtree (TC) 
June 1991 (DAr). Karen Currier** (KCu) Great Black-backed Gull June 1991 (DAr). 

Colin Dillingham (CD) 047-91-02 Moolack Beach, Lincoln 
657-91-18 Blue River Ranger Joe Evanich (JE) Co., 1 first winter 

District, Lane Co., 1 bird Shawneen Finnegan** (SF) plumaged bird 30 
on 25 April 1991 (SSh). David Fix (DF) January 1991. Not 

Jeff Gilligan (JG) accepted as description 
Black-throated Blue Warbler Harry Nehls (HN) did not eliminate other 
654-87-23 Hq. Malheur NWR, Kamal Islam (Kl) gull species or hybrids. 

Harney Co., 1 female on Jerald Kearney (KeK) 
21 September 1987 Karen Kearney (KKe) White-rumped Sandpiper 
(photo by JG). David Larson **(DL) 240-90-03 Beach South Jetty (photo by JG). 

Lynne Larson **(LL) Yaquina Bay, Lincoln 
654-91-24 Mt. Jefferson Wilderness, Paul Lehman ** (PL) Co., 5 birds on 19 August 

Jefferson Co., 1 adult Nick Lethaby (NL) 1990. Not accepted as 
male on 15 June 1991 Tom Mickel (TMi) description and voice did 
(DL, LL). Allison Mickel (AMi) not rule out similar 

Harry Nehls (HN) species. 
Prairie Warbler Pat Moynahan** (PMo) 
673-91-03 3 miles W. Brookings, Mike Patterson (MP) 

Curry Co., adult male on Paul Sherrell ** (PSh) Thick-billed Murre 
board boat 28 September Steve Shope (SSh) 031-91-08 Yachats, Lincoln Co., 1 
1991 (CD, DF). Mary Anne Sohlstrom ** (MAS) adult in winter plumage 

Tom Staudt (TSt) on 1 January 1991. Not 
Blackpoll Warbler Steve Summers (SS) accepted as details did 
661-91-26 Cape Blanco State Park, Verda Teale (VT) not eliminate Common 

Curry Co., adult male in Linda Weiland (LW) Murre. 
breeding plumage on 7 Bing Wong (BW) 
June 1991 (Kl). Least Flycatcher 

** new on all-time master contributor list 467-90-19 Hq. Malheur NWR, 
Indigo Bunting Harney Co., 1 bird on 1 
598-91-14 Brooking, Curry Co., June 1990. Not accepted 

adult male on 18 May RECORDS N O T ACCEPTED as Committee felt the bird 
1991 (photos by CD). was a Hammond's 

Flycatcher. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak Yellow-billed Loon 
595-91-19 Fields, Harney Co., 1 008-90-23 Yaquina Bay, Lincoln Sprague's Pipit 

female on 6 June 1991 Co., 1 bird on 18 March 700-90-03 Malheur NWR, Harney 
(JG). 1990. No accepted as did Co., 1 bird on 21 May 

not rule out Common 1990. Not accepted as 
Loon. details and photos 

indicated bird was 
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juvenile Homed Lark. 

Bell's Vireo 
633-91-03 Hq. Malheur NWR, 

Harney Co., 1 bird on 4 
May 1991. Not accepted 
as details did not rule out 
similar species. 

Virginia's Warbler 
644-91-08 Indian Ford Creek, 

Deschutes Co., 2 birds 
on 25 May 1991. Not 
accepted as details 
incomplete and sighting 
too brief. 

Common Grackle 
511 -91 -07 Frenchglen, Harney Co., 

1 bird on 24 May 1991. 
Not accepted as photo 
did not rule out Brewer's 
Blackbird. 

Reconsidered Records 

White-rumped Sandpiper 
290-90-03 Beach So. Jetty Yaquina 

Bay, Lincoln Co., 5 birds 
on 19 August 1990. Not 
accepted on first round of 
voting, and not accepted 
on reconsideration. 
Details did not rule out 
similar species. 

Blue-winged Warbler 
641-84-02 Elk Meadows, Hood 

River Co., 1 bird on 5 
August 1984. Accepted 
on first round of voting, 
but not accepted on 
reconsideration. Details 
of observation raised 
questions and did not rule 
out similar species. With 
rejection of this record, 
species is removed from 
Oregon list. 

Tennessee Warbler 
647-80-09 La Grande, Union Co., 2 

or 3 bird on 20-22 August 
1980. Accepted on first 
round of voting, but not 
accepted on reconsidera
tion. Incomplete and 
confusing details did not 
rule out similar species. 

647-81-12 Troutdale, Multnomah 
Co., 1 bird on 3 May 
1981. Accepted on first 

round of voting, but not 
accepted on reconsidera
tion. Incomplete details 
did not rule out similar 
species. 

647-81-13 Salem, Marion Co., 1 
male on 8 May 1981. 
Accepted on first round of 
voting, but not accepted 
on reconsideration. 
Details did not rule out 
similar species. 

647-81 -14 Roseburg, Douglas Co., 
1-2 birds on 14 May 
1981. Accepted on first 
round of voting, but not 
accepted on reconsidera
tion. Details incomplete 
and did not rule out 
similar species. 

647-82-18 Roseburg, Douglas Co., 
2 birds on 27 April 1982. 
Accepted on first round of 
voting, but not accepted 
on reconsideration. 
Details incomplete and 
did not rule out similar 
species. 

647-82-19 Eugene, Lane Co., 1 
adult on 1 May 1982. 
Accepted on first round of 
voting, and accepted on 
reconsideration. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 
659-79-07 Roseburg, Douglas Co., 

1 bird on 19 August 1979. 
Accepted on first round of 
voting, and accepted on 
reconsideration. Bird 
published as an imma
ture, but description was 
that of a full adult male. 

Connecticut Warbler 
678-82-01 Bend, Deschutes Co., 1 

bird on 20 May 1982. 
Accepted on first round of 
voting, but not accepted 
on reconsideration. 
Description did not rule 
out similar species. With 
rejection of this record, 
species is removed from 
Oregon list. 

Rosy Finch Roosting Site 
Paul T. Sullivan, P.O. Box 462, Joseph, OR97846 

On 10 February 1990, I was birding in Morrow County with Jamie Simmons, Craig 
Corder, Judy Stevens, and a visitor from California, Tom Leskiw. We were searching 
a portion of Rock Creek south of Hardman, hoping for a Dipper. Suddenly, Craig 
called out the sighting of 3 Rosy Finches. It was late in the day, and we were surprised 
to see the birds go to roost in vacant Cliff Swallow nests on the basalt cliff. 

The following day, as I approached Clarkston, Washington, in late afternoon, a 
flock of 50 small birds flew up from the highway to the cliffs along the Snake River. 
Again it was Rosy Finches using Cliff Swallow nests. I found them in the nests after 
dark using a flashlight. 

When I relayed this behavior to Bob Kuntz, a friend who worked at the Snake 
River Birds of Prey Area, he told me this behavior was known to Boise area birders. 

Another roost site which has proven fruitful in the Moscow, Idaho, Pullman, 
Washington, and Enterprise, Oregon, area is under the eaves of barns and 
outbuildings. Rosy Finches have been added to several Christmas Bird Counts by 
searching such sites at dusk. 
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Update of Record High Totals of Individuals on 
Oregon Christmas Bird Counts 
Alan Contreras, 4098Market St. NE #22, Salem, OR 97301 

A year ago, I listed all the record high 
counts of individuals found on Oregon 
Christmas Bird Counts. See Oregon Birds 
17(4): 105-108, Winter 1991. This note is 
intended to bring that list to date with the 
1991 CBC results, and many results from 
1990 that I did not have when preparing 
the original article. 

Mute Swan, King Eider, Red-legged 
Partridge, Parakeet Auklet, Ringed Turtle 
Dove, "Western" Flycatcher, Brown 
Thrasher, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
Lawrence's Goldfinch, and Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow were added to the state's all-
time CBC list in 1991, a phenomenal haul 
until one notes that the chicken, the 

pigeon, the E.T.S and perhaps the "moot" 
swans probably don't belong in the re
sults. Nonetheless there they are. The 
eider, E.T.S. and goldfinch have photos 
on file with the Oregon Bird Records 
Committee. I have written details on file 
for the Grasshopper Sparrow and the 
flycatchers. 

New Oregon C B C records through 1991 

Species No. Count Year Notes 
Yellow-billed Loon 1 Tillamook Bay 91 Ties Eugene 89 
Western Grebe 900 Lincoln City 91 
American Bittern 3 Columbia Estuary 90 Ties Eugene 69 
Mute Swan 17 Bend 91 Status? 
Trumpeter Swan 82 Summer Lake 91 Imported 
Emperor Goose 1 Roseburg 90 Ties 4 others 
Greater Scaup 1125 Columbia Estuary 91 Coos Bay also broke record 
King Eider 1 Coquille Valley 91 First Oregon CBC record 
Bufflehead 2569 Coos Bay 91 
Osprey 3 Eugene 91 
Red-shouldered Hawk 6 Coquille Valley 91 
Gyrfalcon 1 Corvallis 90 Ties 8 others 
Red-legged Partridge 13 Umatilla County 91 Status? 
Greater Yeilowlegs 117 Coos Bay 91 
Long-billed Curlew 2 Lincoln City 91 Ties Yaquina Bay 79 
Western Sandpiper 2437 Coos Bay 91 
Pomarine Jaeger 1 Tillamook Bay 90 Ties 2 others 
Parakeet Auklet CW Tillamook Bay 90 First Oregon CBC record 
Ringed Turtle Dove 1 Medford 90 First Oregon CBC record, status? 
Western Screech-Owl 55 Roseburg 91 
Red-naped Sapsucker 1 Bend 90 These tie 4 others. Has any Oregon 

Columbia Estuary 90 CBC seen more than one?! 
Klamath Falls 91 

Three-toed Woodpecker 1 Wallowa County 91 Ties Baker 86 
Black-backed Woodpecker 14 Bend 90 
"Western" Flycatcher 1 Grants Pass 91 First Oregon CBC record 

Sodhouse 91 
Pygmy Nuthatch 150 Bend 91 
Marsh Wren 163 Summer Lake 91 
Northern Mockingbird 3 Medford 90 
Brown Thrasher CW Malheur NWR 90 First Oregon CBC record 
Hutton's Vireo 19 Coquille Valley 91 
Black-thr. Gray Warbler 1 Corvallis 91 Ties 6 others 
Hermit Warbler 1 Coquille Valley 91 

Eugene 91 Ties 8 others 
Northern Yellowthroat 2 Forest Grove 90 Nine previous singles 
Grasshopper Sparrow 1 Eugene 91 First Oregon CBC record 
White-throated Sparrow 12 Corvallis 90 Ties Eugene 82 
Lawrence's Goldfinch 1 Florence 91 First Oregon record 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 1 Coos Bay 90 First Oregon CBC record, status? 
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Notes on Observing Swamp Sparrows 
David Fix, P.O. Box 4331, Areata, CA 95521 

I n recent years, Swamp Sparrows 
{Melospiza georgiand) have been de
tected more often than formerly in West
ern Oregon. This species, first found in 
Oregon in 1974, has become known as a 
regular winter visitor to lowland marshes. 
Swamp Sparrows appear to be most 
numerous along the coast, although very 
small numbers have been found every 
winter somewhere or other in the 
Willamette Valley. 

Since the early 1980s, it has become 
apparent that this sparrow may be en
countered regularly at select locations. 
But it has not been as widely recognized 
that, in addition to occurring in large 
marshes, Swamp Sparrows may be found 
in small marshes and marsh-like sites as 
well — some of which are barely big 
enough to merit the description. This 
statement applies mostly to the coastal 
marshes at the present time, but is ech
oed wherever important wetlands in the 
Willamette Valley and elsewhere within 
the state are thoroughly and frequently 
covered by skilled observers who delib
erately seek this bird. 

The Swamp Sparrow is misnamed. 
At least with respect to Oregon, this is a 
bird of marshes, not swamps. Because of 
its fondness for wet pasture edges, cattail-
grown log ponds and ditches, sluggish 
sloughs skirted with bulrushes, and black
berry-dotted canary grass swales, I would 
offer the nickname Sump Sparrow 
{Melospiza stagnantilis). 

Not too many years ago, Swamp 
Sparrows were found mostly by the bet
ter birders, and mosdy at the time of the 
Christmas Bird Counts. This has changed. 
Now, these birds are being located in 
increasing numbers, and at an array of 
nontraditional sites, by nearly anyone 
who has an interest in looking at the 
wintering passerines of wet-site or "kack" 
habitats (Irons, David & David Fix, "How 
to Search for Passerines More Effectively 
in Winter: Notes on Winter Habitat 
Microsites," Oregon Birds 16(4): 251, 
Winter 1990). This note offers a few 
suggestions which may assist those as yet 
unfamiliar with this species in getting to 
know Swamp Sparrows better. 

Although a few Swamp Sparrows are 
found in drier-ground sites, following 
their October and November migratory 
arrival in the state most are encountered 
at wintering locations. Potential winter

ing habitat for Swamp Sparrows may be 
found here and there across the lowlands 
of Western Oregon and locally east of the 
Cascades where floodplains have yet to 
be bulldozed-and-filled, paved, made 
into greenbelt parks, or grazed to the 
root-collar. Large marshes dotted with 
sapling hawthorn, Oregon ash, or wil low 
sp. and blackberry have been demon
strated to support considerable numbers 
of these sparrows. However, it would 
appear that the aggregate amount of 
plausible wintering habitat is populated 
only sparsely, as a great percentage of all 
this habitat occurs as very small, often 
linear, highly-fragmented parcels which, 
in themselves, would probably be too 
ecologically insignificant to support the 
birds consistendy. 

There are several places in Western 
Oregon where Swamp Sparrows are fairly 
numerous, or at which they are expected. 
Examples are sites on Sauvie Island; the 
east side of Fern Ridge Reservoir (at least 
formerly); the swales near Toledo; the 
Rain River Nature Conservancy preserve 
on Tillamook Bay, and portions of the 
Coquille Valley. We can suspect that 
many more good spots for them wil l be 
discovered, as interest in looking for 
wintering passerines in wet-site habitat 
continues to increase. 

In the course of mid-winter surveys 
for Swamp Sparrows in 1990-91 and 
again in 1991-92, during which time I 
observed about 60 individuals in Western 
Oregon, I have come to learn that, as a 
rule, sites known to host more than a 
mere token bird share 3 qualities: 

(1) They support habitat which is 
very good throughout, and may be excel
lent in places; 

(2) There is a lot of habitat, gener
ally contiguous; and 

(3) It can be accessed and—impor-
tandy — birded efficiendy and thor
oughly. 

Swamp Sparrows are best searched 
for by selecting larger marshes which 
have at least some obvious standing 
water — this may be shallow and ob
scured by vegetation — and which are 
not totally dominated by industrial noise 
or the sounds of nearby traffic. If you 
know or feel there are Virginia Rails and 
numbers of Marsh Wrens in the marsh, as 
well as lots of Song Sparrows and per

haps a few Lincoln's Sparrows, you're 
onto a potentially goodsite. Marshes with 
scattered sapling shrubs, an edge or 
island of old overgrown blackberry, and 
some species diversity in the emergent 
vegetation are best. Many exceptions 
may be noted. 

While a few Swamp Sparrows may 
be seen and never heard calling, the 
reverse is usually the case. Wintering 
Swamp Sparrows in Oregon are found by 
knowing what their callnote sounds like, 
soliciting those calls by spishing and 
imitating small owls, and listening in-
tendy. 

Spishing and owl noises are em
ployed regularly, indeed almost uncon
sciously, by most birders in the search for 
passerines in brushy or wooded habitats. 
Obviously, there are about as many ways 
of doing this as there are birders. Some 
people do it almost at the frequency with 
which they breathe, from the moment 
they open the car door. Others make 
noise only to draw a specific bird closer. 
I know birders who experience great 
success with a low-decibel approach, 
while a few hammer the countryside with 
noises so loud that a nonbirder witness
ing the inscrutable scenario might con
sider calling the cops. Over the years, I 
have come to feel that more birds will be 
attracted by loud spishing and loud owl 
imitations, than wil l be repulsed by it. I 
have found that sparrows of any number 
of species wi l l respond vocally, and will 
pop up onto exposed alarm perches 
where they may be viewed, probably as 
far away from the observer as they are 
able to hear the noises. And the more 
birds one has to look over, the better. The 
bottom line is that spishing, at whatever 
volume and intensity, is definitely impor
tant in searching for Swamp Sparrows. 

When working a marsh for spar
rows, it is best to try to cover the bulk of 
the accessible area from 2 or 3 points. 
Find a fairly unobstructed stretch of road
side, a turnaround, a dike, or some 
similar strategic place that offers a good 
view of the habitat while you make noise. 
A walk-through, if it can be done, works 
best of all. 

It is good to alternate periods of 
spishing, at whatever volume and inten
sity, with occasional bursts of owl imita
tions. It should be noted that imitations of 
Western Screech-Owls are nearly as ef-
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fective as are those of Northern Pygmy-
Owls in getting birds out. Many birds wil l 
respond while you are making noise, so 
remember to listen above and through 
your own racket! 

Ordinarily, when calling across a big 
piece of marsh, response activity wi l l 
become apparent within 1 or 2 general 
places within the habitat. Usually it is a 
half-dozen Song Sparrows and a few 
Marsh Wrens which lead the pack and 
create the nucleus for a distracted mob, 
as birds pop up or fly closer and perch 
nearby. Get in the habit of spishing with 
your binoculars raised, dropping them 
every few moments to see where the 
bulk of activity is happening, and scan
ning through the flock. 

Look over the small concentrations 
of birds carefully. In addition to Swamp 
Sparrows, wet brushy sites may harbor a 
Common Yellowthroat, Orange-crowned 
or Nashville Warbler, or some other 
oddity. Winter warblers may remain si
lent. They are often reluctant to show 
themselves for more than a moment, too, 
probably because foraging madly to stay 
alive ranks a lot higher on their bioener-
getic priority list than burning precious 
calories checking out a human being for 
no particular reason. Remember that any 
unexpected bird may be of a species for 
which you are unprepared, and for which 
you have kept no preconceived "search 
image" high in mind. One thing that 
consistendy distinguishes skilled birders 
is their sustained alertness for anything 
unusual, regardless of whether or not 
they are anticipating an uncommon spe
cies at a given site. This is a skill truly few 
birders ever raise to high art. 

I have found that Swamp Sparrows 
may show an initial response to spishing 
at any time: they may begin calling upon 
the disturbance created by an arriving 
vehicle or the sight of a person walking 
into the area; they may call along with the 
general throng of vocalizing Song Spar
rows; or they may be among the latest to 
respond. Swamp Sparrows will some
times approach silendy to within 20 or 30 
feet of an observer, perch in the open, 
and eventually drift o f f — all without ever 
making a sound. 

So what exactly are we listening for, 
in searching largely by ear for this elusive 
winter specialty? The common callnote is 
a single-syllabled chipnote which I would 
render as TEEP! or SEEK! It is sharp and 
exclamatory, and has a rather sweet 
quality. Although quite similar to the 
crepuscular (dawn and dusk) roost-site 
chip of Golden-crowned Sparrow, it lacks 

the metallic quality of that species' call. 
Key to picking out this call is to know that 
it has a very strong long-E vowel sound. 
This, together wi th the sweet and 
unmetallic nature of the voice, separates 
the call from Zonotrichia sparrows. 

In areas where this species may be 
found in proximity to Black Phoebe, such 
as in central Coos Co., the sparrow can be 
distinguished from the phoebe at a dis
tance by the E-tone to the call, the 
consistent volume and tone, and by a 
habit of calling several times and then 
falling silent for a spell. The call of Black 
Phoebe is a much sweeter, almost sac
charine SWIT! Its call varies a bit in tone 
quality, but ordinarily lacks the over
whelming E tone. It is characteristic of 
encounters with Black Phoebes that its 
voice is perceived as being given at a 
variety of volumes, partly because the 
bird does indeed call either loudly or 
sofdy, but also because the phoebe's 
voice wi l l carry nearer or farther as it 
shifts perching positions and attitudes 
somewhat while foraging. 

It has been my impression that, be-
haviorally, Swamp Sparrows wintering in 
Oregon act most like Lincoln's Sparrows, 
to which they are closely related. Birds 
called up at some distance may perch at 
the top of the marsh vegetation for a 
moment or 2, then drop down and never 
be seen again. They may flutter in high 
agitation across the marsh, calling in 
flight, and either disappear in the weeds, 
or come even closer and check out the 
observer from only a few feet away. 
Some call in obvious excitement, yet 
never approach or take high perches. 

The 2 best sites I know of for finding 
Swamp Sparrows in Oregon are: 

(1) The Rain River Nature Conser
vancy Preserve on Tillamook Bay, which 
is most accessible on the Tillamook Bay 
Christmas Bird Count when birders have 
consistently been granted access to what 
is essentially private property. While the 
Nature Conservancy holds a conserva
tion easement, the underlying land is in 
private ownership and permission from 
the owner, a Portland resident, is prereq
uisite. The Preserve borders private lands 
to the north and south with similar habitat 
excellent for Swamp Sparrows. 

(2) The marshes along Highway 42-
S in the Coquille Valley of Coos Co. and 
between mileposts 5.6 and 6.15 between 
Bandon and Riverton, may be birded 
from pullouts anywhere along this sec
tion. Other marshes and wet pasture-
edges supporting Swamp Sparrows may 

I be found from milepost 6.3 intermittendy 

to milepost 16, about 1 mile west of 
Coquille. The team working this stretch 
of road on the 1991 Coquille Valley CBC 
located 24 birds, so there is obviously 
abundant habitat to look at. 
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Extreme Aggressive Interaction Among Great Blue 
Herons 
Harry Nehls, 2736 S.E. 20th. Ave., Portland, OR 97202 

Although aggressive interaction between 
Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias) has 
been studied by many ornithologists, few 
found actual physical contact. See Bayer 
(1984, Foraging Ground Displays of Great 
Blue Herons at Yaquina Estuary, Oregon, 
Colonial Waterbirds 7: 45-54), for a dis
cussion on territorial defenses and dis
plays. 

Forbes and McMackin (1984, Ex
treme Aggression in Great Blue Herons, 
WUsonBulletin%C2): 318-319) described 
several cases of extreme aggression near 
Creston, British Columbia, where 1 heron 
was killed and another severely injured. 
These cited cases were believed to be 
related to limited access to foraging sites. 

Observations of aggressive interac
tion and displays between Great Blue 
Herons are not uncommon in Oregon, 
especially at coastal estuaries where the 
species is conspicuous and common. 
Great Blue Herons also show consider
able aggression while foraging, often 
attacking prey too large to easily swal
low. 

At high tide the morning of 2 July 
1986, a group of 8 to 10 Great Blue 
Herons were gathered along the north 
shoreline of Meares Lake, at the base of 
the Bayocean Peninsula of Tillamook 
Bay, Tillamook Co. As I approached, the 
birds silently flew off exposing a dead 
immature Great Blue Heron in the water 
at the edge of the lake. On investigation 
I found that a fair amount of fresh blood 
stained the feathers under its left wing. 

Standing about 30 yards off were 2 
immature Great Blue Herons watching 
me. A third heron was on the ground 
beside them. While 1 excitedbird watched, 
the second jumped on the grounded bird 
and began trampling it viciously and 
attempting to strike a blow with its bill. 
The grounded bird parried and struggled, 
but was obviously weakened and was no 
match for its attacker. 

In the struggle, the attacker was 
thrown off the grounded bird. The at
tacker then became highly agitated, 
jumped on the downed bird and began 
striking at it unsuccessfully. It then grasped 
the weakened bird just below the back of 
the head and shook its head and neck 
violently. The watching bird was quite 

excited, with its crest raised and panting 
heavily with its bill partly opened. It took 
no active part in the attack. 

Both healthy birds silendy flew off as 
I approached. The grounded heron was 
still alive but moribund and appeared to 
be dying. 

About 30 feet from the dying heron 
I found a freshly dead adult Double-
crested Cormorant lying in about 2 inches 
of water in the lake about 8 feet from 
shore. It was in a swimming position with 
its bill in the mud at the bottom of die 
lake. It apparendy had been actively 
feeding when killed as 4 freshly-caught 3-
to 4-inch sculpins were in its throat. 

Two days later I returned to the area 
to check on these birds. All were in the 
same position as I left them. The mori
bund heron was dead. Both dead herons 
had large puncture wounds on the left 
side of their breasts that appeared to 
penetrate into the body cavity. The heron 
that was attacked 2 days prior also showed 
a patch of ruffled feathers and bruised 
skin at the back of the neck just below the 
skull. The nearby cormorant had no 
external wounds except for a large patch 
of very bruised and scraped skin at the 
back of the neck just below the skull. 

Although 1 of the herons was ob
served being attacked by another heron, 
I did not witness these herons actually kill 
the 3 birds. It is possible that the 2 herons 
were severely weakened or even 
wounded prior the attack, and that their 
condition provoked aggressive behavior 
in the 2 excited herons. The cormorant, 
however, appeared to have been at
tacked and killed while in the act of 
foraging. Circumstantial evidence indi
cates it was attacked by the herons. 
However, the following account con
firms an actual death resulting from a 
similar aggressive attack. 

Kathy Hennessey lives along the 
Clackamas River, about 1 mile above the 
small community of Carver, and eight 
miles upstream from its mouth near Or
egon City, Clackamas Co. During the 
evening of 29 September 1988, she heard 
a strange noise below her house and on 
investigation found 2 Great Blue Herons 
facing each other at the edge of the river. 

As she watched, 1 bird leaped onto 

the other and grabbed it at the back of the 
neck just below the head. It became 
increasingly violent and severely roughed 
up the neck and trampled all over its 
back. It soon stood back briefly, then 
became extremely excited and jumped at 
the first bird knocking it down on its 
back. It then began trampling over its 
breast and belly, jabbing at it with its bill, 
causing considerable damage. It then 
grabbed its neck again, shaking it vio-
lendy, then forced its head under water 
and held it there until the bird was 
drowned. 

The next morning Hennessey no
ticed that the dead bird was still in the 
shallows with the other heron still stand
ing over it. What surprised her was that 
the bird being killed offered only a 
limited amount of resistance and was 
more or less submissive. She did not go 
down to look closely at the dead bird, but 
did notice that the feathers on the back of 
the head looked roughed up. She did not 
know if the birds were adults orimmatures. 

Large numbers of Great Blue Herons 
use Tillamook Bay for feeding. Most of 
the foraging sites at high tide were flooded 
and most adults were resting at upland 
locations. The shoreline about Meares 
Lake was not overly-used by herons 
during this time. It is most likely that 
defense of foraging sites was not the 
cause of this excessive aggression. These 
young herons were not acting in a normal 
manner or appeared to have any definite 
motive. The Clackamas River attack, how
ever, was most probably provoked by 
invasion of a defended feeding territory. 

There are several species of birds 
that show aggressive behavior that re
sults in mortality. The American Coot 
(Fulica americana) is a good example. It 
is not widespread or deeply ingrained, 
and appears to occur only in highly 
aggressive individuals. 

I am grateful to Range Bayer who has 
been most helpful in reviewing and com
menting on earlier drafts of this paper. 

0 
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Birds and Birders in Oregon Geographic Names 
George A. Jobanek, 2730 Alder, Eugene, OR 97405 

The sixth edi t ion o f the venerable Oregon 
Geographic Names (McArthur 1992), just 
published, contains a wea l th of informa
t ion about the derivations and eponyms 
of communities and geographic features 
o f Oregon. Inc luded i n this are several 
entries that commemorate Oregon o r n i 
thologists or particular species of Oregon 
birds. I present these here, w i t h a brief 
discussion of the species or the persons 
b e h i n d the names. 
Anthony, Baker County. 

This post office, w h i c h operated 
f r o m 1903 to 1907, was named for Al f red 
Webster Anthony, a pre-eminent Oregon 
ornithologist and m i n i n g engineer. The 
name derives f r o m Anthony's residence 
i n the communi ty and development o f 
the nearby A n t h o n y g o l d mine. As a 
y o u n g m a n o f 21, A n t h o n y publ ished i n 
the Auk a list of the birds of Washington 
County, Oregon, one of the most signifi
cant early lists of Oregon birds (Anthony 
1886). He d iv ided his later years be tween 
residence i n Portland and zoological and 
prospecting or m i n i n g trips to Alaska, 
N e w Mexico, and Baja California, as w e l l 
as southwestern and northeastern Or
egon. I n the 1910s he ranched at Ironside, 
Malheur County; his ranch is pictured i n 
H.E. A n t h o n y (1913). I n the 1920s he was 
Director o f the San Diego Museum of 
Natural History, and made scientific ex
peditions to Guatemala. H e died i n San 
Diego i n 1939 at the age of 73. Significant 
publications b y A.W. A n t h o n y include 
A n t h o n y (1886, 1890, 1891, 1902, 1921); 
altogether he publ ished over 20 articles 
that discuss Oregon records. For obituar
ies o f Anthony , see A b b o t (1940) and 
Bailey (1941). For photographs of A . W . 
A n t h o n y , see Bailey (1941:440) a n d 
Mathewson (1986:31), as w e l l as i n 
Nidologist, 3(1896:75), OregonStateGame 
Commission Bulletin, 26 (Nov. 1971:9), 
and Journal of Mammalogy, 5 (1924: 
plate 19, f o l l o w i n g p. 152). The latter 
shows a nearly 60-year-old A n t h o n y slap
p i n g a b u l l elephant seal i n the face w i t h 
a cap to get the seal to raise its head for 
the photographer. 
Bendire Creek, Malheur County. 

I suspect there are f e w O r e g o n 
birdwatchers w h o have no t heard the 
name o f Charles E. Bendire. Born Karl 
Emil Bender i n 1836 i n w h a t is n o w 
Germany, he came to America i n 1853 

and enlisted i n the U.S. A r m y , anglicizing 
his name to Charles Bendire. He served 
i n Virginia dur ing the Civil War, then at 
military stations i n N e w Mexico, Arizona, 
and California. Important for us are his 
appointments and ornithological investi
gations at Fort Lapwai, Idaho (1868-
1871), Camp Harney, Oregon(1874-1878), 
Fort Walla Walla, Washington (1878-
1882) , and Fort Klamath, Oregon (1882-
1883) . His most notable ornithological 
publications concern the birds o f Camp 
Harney and Malheur and Harney Lakes, 
Harney County (Bendire 1876a, 1876b, 
1877, 1882a, 1882b, and others; see also 
Brewer 1875). Bendire's 2 volume Life 
Histories of North AmericanBirds (Bendire 
1892, 1895) contain m u c h Oregon infor
mat ion f r o m his personal observations. 
He was one of the founders of the 
American Ornithologists' U n i o n and for a 
time curator o f the oological collection of 
the U.S. National Museum. Bendire d ied 
i n 1897 at 60 years of age. For obituaries 
or biographies, and photographs, o f 
Charles Bendire, see K n o w l t o n (1897), 
Merriam(1897), Merril l (1898), a n d H u m e 
(1942), among others. 

Blue Heron Bay, Coos County. 
This name was approved b y the 

Oregon Geographic Names Board i n 
1988, and was chosen "because the bay 
is a nesting and feeding area for several 
Great Blue Herons or Ardea herodias" 
(McArthur 1992). 
Crane Creek, Harney County; Crane Prairie, 
Deschutes County. 

These 2 localities share the Sandhill 
Crane, Grus canadensis, as their ep-
onym. The communi ty o f Crane, Harney 
County, is named after the nearby creek. 
Crane Creek, Lake County, is named after 
an early settler. 
Crow Creek, Wallowa County. 

According to McArthur (1992), 2 m e n 
named this stream because of the abun
dance o f A m e r i c a n C r o w s , Corvus 
brachyrhynchos, along its banks. 
Eagle Butte, Hood River and Multnomah 
Counties; Eagle Cap, Wallowa County; Eagle 
Creek, Baker and Union Counties; Eagle 
Creek, Clackamas County; Eagle Point, 
Jackson County. 

A l l o f these localities or features 
derive their name f r o m either the Bald 
Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus, or the 
Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos. 

Finley Lake, Marion County. 
Again, the name of W i l l i a m L. Finley 

is w e l l - k n o w n to O r e g o n birdwatchers, i f 
for n o other reason than that it graces a 
popular b i r d i n g spot, a w i l d l i f e refuge 
south of Corvallis. Finley was b o r n i n 
1876 i n California and m o v e d to Portland, 
Oregon, i n 1887. I n the 1890s he teamed 
w i t h H e r m a n T. Bohlman and other 
y o u n g boys and m e n and he lped f o r m 
the Northwestern Ornithological Asso
ciation; Finley was the club's second 
president. Finley w o r k e d w i t h Bohlman 
throughout the 1900s i n studying and 
photographing O r e g o n birds. Photo
graphic and investigative w o r k they d i d 
at Three A r c h Rocks, T i l lamook County; 
the Klamath Basin, Klamath County; and 
Malheur and Harney Lakes, Harney 
County, directly led to President Theodore 
Roosevelt declaring these areas as w i l d 
life refuges. I n the 1910s to 1940s, Finley 
vigorously cont inued his photography, 
his activity w i t h the Oregon ( n o w Port
land) A u d u b o n Society, and his w o r k as 
state game warden. He died i n 1953-
Finley was a proli f ic wri ter and popular-
izer of informat ion about birds; i n m y 
bibl iography o f early Oregon b i r d litera
ture Qobanek, i n manuscript), I list over 
125 publications b y Finley. For a biogra
p h y o f Finley, beautifully illustrated b y 
Bohlman and Finley photographs, see 
Mathewson (1986). 
Goose Lake, Lake County. 

This lake was named for the abun
dant w i l d f o w l that frequent it. Goose 
Creek, Lane County, was named for a 
dead goose, b o u n d for the dinner table, 
that fell f r o m a woman's arms into the 
creek (McArthur 1992). 
Grouse, Wallowa County; Grouse Butte, 
Yamhill County; Grouse Hill, Klamath 
County. 

These localities were named for the 
abundance o f grouse nearby. This more 
t h a n l i k e l y w a s the B lue Grouse, 
Dendragapus obscurus, rather than the 
Ruffed Grouse, Bonasa umbellus, since 
early settlers generally referred to the 
Blue Grouse as s imply "grouse" and the 
Ruffed Grouse as the "native pheasant," 
at least after the introduct ion o f the Ring-
necked Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus, 
i n the 1880s. The eponymous b i r d for the 
communi ty of Grouse might also have 
been the Spruce Grouse, Dendragapus 
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canadensis. 
Gull Island, Columbia County. 

A l t h o u g h McArthur (1992) does not 
explain the derivation o f the name, i t 
presumably was named after the gulls 
that frequent it. 
Jewett Lake, Wallowa County. 

Stanley G. Jewett is another giant o f 
Oregon ornithology. B o r n i n 1885, he 
came to Oregon i n 1904 and w o r k e d u n t i l 
his retirement i n 1949 for the U.S. Biologi
cal Survey ( w h i c h later became during 
Jewett's employment the U.S. Fish and 
Wildl i fe Service). Jewett was #?eauthority 
o n Oregon birds and publ ished a number 
o f important papers. He collaborated 
w i t h Ira Gabrielson o n a list of the birds 
o f Portland (Jewett and Gabrielson 1929), 
and later o n their great w o r k , the Birds of 
Oregon (Gabrielson and Jewett 1940). 
Altogether, Jewett published about 70 
articles detailing distribution of Oregon 
birds. Many first state records resulted 
f r o m Jewett's collecting efforts. Shortly 
before his death i n 1955, he collaborated 
o n the Birds of Washington State (Jewett, 
Taylor, Shaw, and A l d r i c h 1953). For an 
obituary and photograph of Stanley Jewett, 
see Gabrielson (1956). 
Lewis and Clark River, Clatsop County; 
Lewis Glaciers Deschutes County; 
Meriwether, Clatsop County; Point 
Meriwether, Clatsop County. 

The eponyms o f these geographic 
features are Meriwether Lewis and W i l l 
iam Clark o f the famous Lewis and Clark 
expedit ion. For informat ion o n the tal
ents o f these m e n as naturalists, as w e l l as 
the zoological accomplishments of the 
expedit ion, see Coues (1893), Burroughs 
(1961), Cutright (1969), and H o l m g r e n 
(1984). 
Loon Lake, Douglas County. 

Supposedly, i n 1852 three setders 
discovered a loon's nest, w i t h 2 eggs and 
2 adults nearby, o n a floating log at this 
location (McArthur 1992). Gabrielson and 
Jewett (1940) described the possibility of 
the C o m m o n Loon, Gavia immer, nest
ing at coastal lakes. I t is also possible that 
loons nested o n lakes i n the Oregon 
Cascades. •In the summer of 1916, Al f red 
C. Shelton heard call ing loons o n Cres
cent Lake, Klamath County. The Klickitat 
Indian name for Bul l Run Lake, Clackamas 
and Mul tnomah Counties, meant L o o n 
Lake (McArthur 1992). 
Magpie Peaks Baker County. 

This locality was named for the abun
dance there o f Black-billed Magpies, Pica 
pica (McArthur 1992). 
Merganser, Klamath County. 

This t o w n acquired its name "be

cause of some incident connected w i t h 
the shooting o f a merganser duck i n the 
vic ini ty" (McArthur 1992). Presumably 
this was the C o m m o n Merganser, Mergtis 
merganser. 
Merlin, Josephine County. 

Davi d Loring, the m a n w h o named 
this community i n 1882, d i d so for the 
Merlins, Falco columbarius, that he saw 
nearby (McArthur 1992). 
Mount David Douglas, Lane County. 

Although essentially a botanist, Dav id 
Douglas, w h o spent considerable time i n 
the Oregon country i n the 1820s, was a 
curious m a n w h o included a number o f 
ornithological observations i n his journal 
(Douglas 1914). I f i n d particularly inter
esting Douglas' comments o n California 
Condors, Gymnogyps californianus, i n 
Oregon (Douglas 1829). 
Newberry Crater, Deschutes County. 

John S. Newberry prepared the zoo
logical report o f the Wil l iamson-Abbot 
railroad survey o f 1855, although initially 
he was not the expedition's zoologist. 
The survey party traveled along the east
ern side of the Cascades to Fort Dalles 
and then Pordand, then south ( w i t h o u t 
Newberry or Wil l iamson) through the 
Willamette, Umpqua, and Rogue Valleys. 
I n addition to Newberry, other expedi 
tion members commemorated i n the 
names of Oregon geographic features 
are Henry L. Abbot (Abbot Creekjefferson 
County, Camp Abbot, Deschutes County), 
George Crook (Crook County; Crook 
Peak, Lake County) , Phi l ip Sheridan 
(Sheridan, Y a m h i l l County; Sheridan 
Mountain, Deschutes County; these are 
discussed later) and Robert S. Wil l iamson 
(Williamson Mountain, Deschutes County; 
Wil l iamson River, Klamath County). 
Pelican Bay, Klamath County; Pelican Creek, 
Umatilla and Union Counties; Pelican Lake, 
Lake County. 

These locations were named after 
the American White Pelicans, Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos, a l though, as Lewis 
McArthur's informant commented, the 
second location is an unl ike ly one for 
pelicans (McArthur 1992). 
Prill Lakes, Linn County. 

Albert G. Prill was b o r n i n N e w Y o r k 
i n 1869 and came to Oregon as a y o u n g 
physician i n 1890. He immediately began 
w r i t i n g notes for orni thologica l and 
oological magazines o n the birds o f L inn 
County, first f r o m Sweet Home, then 
Sodaville, and finally Scio, where he l ived 
u n t i l his death i n 1958. Prill s topped 
publishing notes i n 1901, then began 
again i n the 1920s, w h e n he became one 
of the first naturalists to explore the 

Warner Lakes region, Lake County. Prill 
was an avid skin and egg collector, and 
periodically donated or sold parts of his 
collection to the University o f Oregon. 
A l o n g w i t h Al f red C. Shelton's earlier 
skins, Prill's collection comprises the bulk 
o f the zoo log ica l co l l ec t ion o f the 
University's Museum of Natural History. 
Pril l Lake was discovered b y Prill, and 
was probably named after h i m more i n 
honor of his active interests as a sports
m a n than as a naturalist. Bates (1989) 
contains m u c h informat ion o n Prill's ca
reer as a physician, as mayor and com
muni ty member o f Scio, as w e l l as his 
activities as a naturalist. I have biographi
cal notes i n preparation. 
Rooster Rock, Crook County. 

According to McArthur (1992), this 
rock was named "by an old-time sheep-
herder w h o claimed he could always 
hear a rooster c rowing u p o n the rock. It 
is said 'solitude makes strange company. ' 
Rooster Rock, Clackamas County, was 
named for its resemblance to a rooster's 
comb, and the name o f Rooster Rock, 
M u l t n o m a h County, "is of phallic signifi
cance" (McArthur 1992). 
Sage Hen Creek, Harney County. 

This creek is named after the Sage 
Grouse, Centrocercus urophasianus. 
McArthur (1992) comments that the name 
has been used i n Grant, Harney, and 
Lake Counties. 
Sheridan, Yamhill County; Sheridan 
Mountain, Deschutes County. 

I am stretching to include Philip 
Sheridan, the famous Civil War cavalry 
officer, as an ornithologist; certainly dur
ing his brief time i n Oregon, he made no 
ornithological investigation that I am 
aware of. However , for a short time i n 
Texas i n the early 1850s, Sheridan had 
begun the study o f ornithology. A change 
of stations, however, interrupted his sci
entific ambitions, and he never resumed 
them (Sheridan 1888). 
Swan, Klamath County; Swan Island, 
Multnomah County. 

These names derive either f r o m the 
Tundra Swan, Cygnus columbianus, or 
the Trumpeter Swan, C. buccinator. 
Jobanek and Marshall (1992) briefly dis
cuss the historic abundance o f these 2 
species o n the lower Columbia River. 
Widgeon Lake, Linn County. 

According to McArthur (1992), this 
lake was named w h e n a fish stocking 
crew disturbed a f lock of American 
Wigeon, Anas americana, f r o m the lake. 

I n addit ion to these, there are a 
number o f other Oregon geographic 
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names that at first seem related to o r n i 
thologists or birds. I was long o f the 
o p i n i o n that Merri l l , Klamath County, 
was i n some w a y connected to James C. 
Merri l l , a late nineteenth century natural
ist and close f r iend o f Charles Bendire 
stationed at Fort Klamath. However , the 
community o f Merri l l was named for an 
early setder. Likewise, Crow, Lane County; 
Quai l Creek, Curry County; Swallow Lake, 
Linn County; Teal Creek, Polk County; 
and Wren , Benton County, are all named 
after early residents. 

The sixth edi t ion o f Oregon Geo
graphic Names was publ ished before a 
recent action b y the Oregon Geographic 
Names Board. Due to the efforts o f A l a n 
Contreras, the Board decided at their last 
meeting to commemorate V e r n o n and 
Florence Merriam Bailey, b o t h o f w h o m 
have a place i n the history o f Oregon 
natural history (see, for instance, Jobanek 
1988), b y declaring M o u n t Bailey, D o u 
glas County, named i n their honor. It is 
fitting that w e have these tangible re
minders o f our predecessors. 
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The Birds of Jackson Bottom, Washington County, 
Oregon 
A site guide and checklist 
GregGillson, 1210 S.E. Maple Street #15, Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 

Located immediately south o f Hil lsboro, 
Washington County, o n 1st Street, the 
bi rd ing communi ty has k n o w n about the 
Jackson Bottom wedands for some years. 
Recently, however, it has become easier 
to b i rd . Interpretive trails have been put 
i n and an overlook parking lot made, 
thanks to the Friends of Jackson Bottom. 
The "Friends" are a non-prof i t association 
of interested people pr omot i ng the Jack
son Bottom Wed and as a w i l d l i f e sanctu
ary, educational resource, and c o m m u 
nity focus. 

The Bottoms are a f loodpla in for the 
Tualatin River, w h i c h winds its w a y 
through farmlands after originating in the 
nearby coast range. The city of Hi l lsboro 
has a series of waste treatment ponds 
here also. 

It is here at the Unif ied Sewerage 
Agency (USA) plant that die viewsite (1) 
is located. I t overlooks a series of shal low 
ponds (5) and grassy meadows. Typical 
birds f o u n d here include Mallard, Green-
w i n g e d and Cinnamon Teal, Northern 
Shoveler, Northern Pintail , Amer ican 
Wigeon, H o o d e d Merganser, Canada 
Goose, Great Blue Heron, C o m m o n Yel -
lowthroat, Tree Swallow, and Marsh Wren. 
D u r i n g h igh water times i n early spring 
this viewsite may be the only part of 
Jackson Bot tom out o f water. 

South a half mile o n H w y . 219, just 
before crossing the Tualatin River, is the 
parking lot and trailhead for Kingfisher 
Marsh Interpretive Trail (9). The parking 
area starts next to a yard debris composting 
area (10), w h i c h may be shut d o w n n o w . 
The hedges were very g o o d for winter 
sparrows. The composting material kept 
ice-free puddles all winter . The trail starts 
i n the riparian habitat o f ash, alder, and 
cottonwoods, w i t h a blackberry under-
story. It then winds out i n the grass at the 
edge o f Kingf isher Marsh (8). The 
landbirds o n the checklist are f o u n d 
primari ly here. A k n o l l at the end of the 
trail overlooks die Effluent Storage Pond, 
where d i v i n g ducks are f o u n d i n winter . 

The above 2 areas are the publ ic 
access. But to really b i r d this unique area, 

get permission and sign i n at the USA 
plant. It opens at 8 a.m. 

After signing in , I stop briefly at the 
viewsite, then drive d o w n to the K i n g 
fisher Marsh Trail parking area. Except i n 
summer, knee-high boots are recom
mended. Dirt roads extend f r o m the USA 
plant through the wedand, but dur ing the 
best b i r d i ng are f looded w i t h ankle-deep 
water. 

I usually w a l k the road f r o m the 
parking area d o w n to Jackson Slough (7) 
to the back side of the West Wetlands (5). 
From there I usually go out to Oak Island 
(4). From Oak Island y o u can l o o k over 
a series of wedands (2). N o w either 
backtrack and go to the Effluent Storage 
Pond (11) or go across Meadow Mouse 
Marsh (6) to the Effluent Storage Pond via 
Alder Grove (17) and the Experimental 
Wedands (15). 

Meadow Mouse Marsh is very w e t (6 
inches of water) or has thick waist-high 
grass. O n l y the south end of Alder Grove 
is open. There is a p o n d between Alder 
Grove and the Experimental Wedand 
w h i c h has Sora and Virginia Rail i n 
spring. The Experimental Wedands are a 
series of narrow ditches, best seen f r o m 
the south side. 

The Effluent Storage P o n d can have 
10 feet o f water, but is dry i n the summer. 
It is good for shorebirds i n spring (as is 
the area between Jackson Slough and the 
West Wedands), but fall may be too dry. 
Hundreds o f d iv ing ducks use this p o n d 
i n winter. Greater Scaup have been f o u n d 
o n several occasions. C o m m o n Mergan
ser, C o m m o n Goldeneye, and Tundra 
Swan occur. From the dikes y o u can 
observe the ducks i n the Wetlands (16). 

Bald Eagles sometimes perch i n the 
tall trees at the Woodlot (12 ) . T o t h e south 
a series of ponds b e h i n d the Hil lsboro 
landfi l l may be added to the Jackson 
Bottom Wedands. Many gulls hang out at 
the landfi l l , but rarely venture into the 
marshes. 

Finally, I cut over o n the west side o f 
Kingfisher Marsh and catch the K i n g 
fisher Marsh Trail . The r o u n d trip is 2 to 

4 miles, depending o n h o w many side 
trips I take. 

The f o l l o w i n g checklist is made f rom 
w e e k l y censuses made primari ly by Al len 
and Florence Snyder. A l a n Goodman 
oversaw the creation o f the Friends of 
Jackson Bot tom checklist. That checklist, 
available at the overlook and trailhead, 
contains sightings through October 1991-
I have since compi led the rest of the 
sightings u p through the end of May 
1992.1 am aware o f other sightings f r o m 
Jackson Bot tom (e.g., Ross' Goose), but 
include only those f r o m surveys covering 
the entire area made during this time. 

Instead o f numerical abundance, the 
checklist gives the frequency of encoun
tering any o f the species listed during a 
single visit to the w h o l e wedand. 

Birds of Jackson Bottom 
Actual recorded frequency of obser

vance from weekly censuses, June 1990 -
May 1992 

Frequency % 
C 100-50 
U 49-16 
0 15-6 
R 5-1 

Spring (Mar-May) 
Summer (Jun-Aug) 
Fall (Sep-Nov) 
Winter (Dec-Feb) 
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Birds of Jackson Bottom S S F W 

Pied-billed Grebe 0 
Horned Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Double-crested Cormorant R 
American Bittern 
Great Blue Heron C 
Great Egret 
Green-backed Heron R 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Tundra Swan R 
Greater White-fronted Goose R 
Canada Goose C 
Wood Duck U 
Green-winged Teal C 
Mallard C 
Northern Pintail U 
Blue-winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal C 
Northern Shoveler C 
American Wigeon U 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck U 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup U 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead U 
Hooded Merganser R 
Common Merganser 0 
Ruddy Duck 0 
Turkey Vulture R 
Osprey 0 
Bald Eagle R 
Northern Harrier U 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk R 
Red-tailed Hawk C 
Golden Eagle 
Peregrine Falcon 
Merlin 
American Kestrel R 
Ring-necked Pheasant C 
California Quail R 
Virginia Rail 
Sora 0 
American Coot U 
Black-bellied Plover R 
Semipalmated Plover R 
Killdeer C 
Greater Yellowlegs U 
Lesser Yellowlegs 0 
Spotted Sandpiper U 
Solitary Sandpiper 0 
Western Sandpiper U 
Least Sandpiper U 
Dunlin U 
Short-billed Dowitcher R 
Long-billed Dowitcher U 
Common Snipe 0 
Red-necked Phalarope R 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Mew Gull R 
Ring-billed Gull 
California Gull 0 
Herring Gull 
Western Gull 
Glaucous-winged Gull 
Mourning Dove C 

U U 
0 
R 

R R 
U 0 
C C 

0 
u 
0 

u u 
R 

C 
C 
0 
C 
u 
R 
U U 
U C 
0 c 

c 
u 
c 
c 
c 

R U 
R C 

C 
R 

U 

R 
U 

U 
0 
C 
u 
0 
u 
R 

R 
0 
C 

c 
R 
C 
C 
C 

c 
C 
0 

C 
0 0 

C 
u 
C 
c 
u 
u 

0 u 
c u 

R 
0 

c c 

R 
R R 

U U U 
C U U 

0 
R 
R 
C 

U 
R 

R 
C C 
0 R 
0 R 
C 0 

0 
R 

R 
R 0 

U 0 

0 R 
R 
0 
0 
R 
0 
0 

C C 

Birds of Jackson Bottom, cont S S F W 

Great Homed Owl R R 
Vautfs Swift 0 C U 
Rufous Hummingbird 0 
Belted Kingfisher C U C U 
Hairy Woodpecker R R 
Downy Woodpecker 0 R 0 
Pileated Woodpecker R 
Northern Flicker U C U U 
Western Wood-Pewee 0 R 
Willow Flycatcher R U 
Tree Swallow C 0 0 
Violet-green Swallow C C U R 
Bank Swallow R 0 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 0 
Cliff Swallow 0 R 
Barn Swallow C C U 
Steller-s Jay 0 0 U 0 
Scrub Jay C C C C 
American Crow C C C U 
Black-capped Chickadee U C U U 
Bushtit R U U 0 
Red-breasted Nuthatch R 
White-breasted Nuthatch 0 R 
Bewick's Wren 0 0 0 U 
House Wren R R 
Winter Wren 0 R 
Marsh Wren C C U U 
Golden-crowned Kinglet R R 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 0 O R 
Swainson's Thrush R R 
American Robin C C C C 
Varied Thrush R 
American Pipit R R R 
Cedar Waxwing 0 C U 
Northern Shrike R 0 
European Starling C C C C 
Solitary Vireo R R 
Warbling Vireo R 
Orange-crowned Warbler R 
Yellow Warbler R 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 0 R R 0 
Common Yellowthroat C C U 
Wilson's Warbler R 
Black-headed Grosbeak 0 U 
Lazuli Bunting U U 0 U 
Rufous-sided Towhee U U 0 U 
Savannah Sparrow C C U 
Fox Sparrow 0 0 U 
Song Sparrow C C C C 
Lincoln's Sparrow U U 
White-throated Sparrow R 

Golden-crowned Sparrow U U U 
White-crowned Sparrow 0 0 0 
Dark-eyed Junco R R U U 
Red-winged Blackbird C C U U 
Western Meadowlark R R R 
Brewer's Blackbird U C U U 
Brown-headed Cowbird C C 0 
Northern Oriole R 
Purple Finch R U 0 R 
House Finch C C U U 
Pine Siskin R 
Lesser Goldfinch R R 
American Goldfinch C C C U 
Evening Grosbeak 0 
House Sparrow U C U U 
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McBirds: The Art of Birding Shopping Malls 
Greg Gillson, 1210 S.E. Maple Street #14, Hillsboro, OR 97123 

I had the "privilege" of covering a p o r t i o n 
of d o w n t o w n Hil lsboro for the Forest 
Grove Christmas B i rd Count. This meant, 
of course, the targeting o f species I call 
McBirds. 

The habitat o f McBirds is the green 
dumpsters o n the right rear corner of a 
fast-food establishment whose name shall 
remain anonymous. C o m m o n McBirds 
are the McPigeon, McCrow, McStarling, 
and McSparrow. But the b i r d I was really 
after this day was the elusive McGul l . 

N o w , gulls are no t numerous i n 
Hil lsboro but one can f i n d a handful i n 
the schoolyards and f ly ing over t o w n . I 
had also noted a few larger gulls i n the 
parking lots o f the better grocery stores, 
but, probably l ike y o u , never gave them 
m u c h of a thought. 

But this day I came equipped w i t h a 
5-gallon bag o f stale popcorn ! I pul led 

into the K-Mart parking lot. Not a gul l i n 
sight. So I headed to the mal l o n the other 
side o f t o w n . O n the w a y I made a mental 
note not to b i r d at K-Mart again. Five 
minutes later I pul led into the park ing lot 
i n front o f the Target store. To m y delight, 
3 or 4 large gulls commanded the l ight-
pole lookouts. 

I chose a vacant e n d o f the parking 
lot, got out, and scattered several hand-
fuls o f popcorn about. I tried not to feel 
too self-conscious, as pairs of eyes f r o m 
across the lot peered at me suspiciously. 
I noted several anxious mothers hush 
their children, p u l l them close, and hurry 
them into the stores. 

Several California Gulls streaked i n 
and began gulping d o w n p o p c o r n as fast 
as they could. Then they f lew of f as a b i g 
Western G u l l (a count first!) g l ided i n and 
began strutting u p and d o w n . Soon the 

lot was f u l l o f Herr ing Gulls. I noticed a 
f e w Glaucous-winged and a couple of 
Thayer's. 

I m o v e d a bi t and started chumming 
again at Waremart . Cali fornia Gulls 
streamed i n f r o m every direction. Soon, 
all the gulls i n t o w n were gathered, 
maybe 70 o f them altogether. 

Like greedy dogs, dropping one bone 
to pick u p another, the gulls gulped 
d o w n p o p c o r n to keep their neighbors 
f r o m getting any. Soon, however, it be
came apparent to t h e m that there was no 
e n d to the whi te , f luffy, filling, dry stuff. 
They couldn't eat any more, so they 
patrol led the l o t t o keep other gulls away. 

I left them there l ike that, arguing 
over f o o d they didn' t w a n t anyway. I ' l l 
have to try parking lot c h u m m i n g again 
someday. But maybe not any day soon. 

0 

To the Editor: 
I was one o f those upset birders w h o 

missed the "Magruder's Teal." I was also 
witness to a similar story involv ing the 
Columbia Gorge Smew. A b o u t 6 o f us 
were present observing the Smew through 
scopes i n b a d weather the day after it was 
first seen i n Oregon. Birder "B" still hadn't 
gotten a l o o k at the b i r d , and she alerted 
the others to that fact. It w o u l d have been 
a lifer for her. Regardless, but aware o f 
the situation, Birder "C" decided to move 
his entourage of birders closer to get a 
better v i e w and possibly some photos. 
Needless to say, Birder "B" still hadn't 
seen the Smew before Birder "C" and his 
group got too close and scared it off 
across the river into Washington. 

The Magruder's Teal brings u p a real 
di lemma for all birders: should w e first 
serve the official "scientific" purpose [of 
obtaining a photo] , or should w e give 
pr ior i ty to the comradeship and social 
ethics of birding? I f y o u value the social 
aspects of b irding, as I do, d o nor expect 
to be greeted w i t h a b i g smile and 

Birding Ethics: You be the judge 
Alan Contreras, 4098Market Street N.E. #22, Salem, OR 97301 

The second state record o f Magruder's Teal (Anas fnsubmergible) has appeared at the 
Bay City sewage ponds. Y o u are there i n the drizzle at 7:00 p m o n Saturday night a 
few hours after the b i r d was reported. As far as y o u k n o w no one has seen the b i r d 
since the initial report, and no photos have been obtained. No other birders are 
present i n the 20 minutes that y o u have been watching the b i rd . 

Y o u th ink that such a rarity needs to be photographed. The b i r d stays along the 
east bank o f the south p o n d , where it cannot be photographed f r o m the back road 
or the turnaround. Since b i r d i ng ethics do not a l low y o u to trespass by j u m p i n g the 
posted back fence and approaching the b i r d along the southern bank, y o u choose 
to approach it b y w a l k i n g south o n the railroad tracks f r o m the substation. As y o u 
reach the south p o n d , y o u flush a group o f dowitchers. They fly over the p o n d and 
the Magruder's Teal flushes as w e l l , flying out of sight over the trees to the south. A l l 
of the other ducks remain o n the ponds. Y o u fail to obtain photos. 

W h e n y o u return to your car, y o u notice that other birders have arrived and are 
l o o k i n g for the b i rd . Y o u tell them what happened. The b i r d does not return for more 
than 24 hours, and many birders search for it unsuccessfully dur ing the intervening 
day. Some succeed i n seeing it w h e n i t returns to the ponds dur ing the f o l l o w i n g 
weeks. 

Have y o u violated b i r d i ng ethics by flushing the b i r d under the conditions 
described? 

0 
You be the judge! Were you ethical in this situation, attempting to get a photograph but 

succeeding only in flushing this bird so that other birders were not successful in seeing this rare bird. 
This problem appeared in the last issue of Oregon Birds, OB 18(3): 76, Fall 1992. Readers sent in 
these responses. If you would like to add to the discussion, or submit a new problem for reader 
comment, write to the OB Editor, 3007 N.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97212-3619. 
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congratulations for that n e w lifer i f y o u 
end u p chasing it off. 

Personally, I w o u l d have gotten a 
g o o d l o o k at the teal or Smew, then I 
w o u l d have backed off k n o w i n g there 
w o u l d be other birders at the site m o 
mentarily. I n m y opin ion , the social re
sponsibility outweighs an individual 's 
alleged responsibility to some nebulous 
"scientific" cause. For me, i t is inexcus
able for a birder to push a rarity for 
photos w h e n the b i r d is visibly upset and 
flighty — as was the case w i t h b o t h 
"Magruder's Teal" and the Smew. ( I and 
many others d i d get to see the "Magruder's 
Teal" w h e n it returned a w e e k or so later; 
Birder "B" eventually got to see the 
Smew.) 

—Joe Evanich 

To the Editor — 
I thought this incident had been "put 

to bed," but since y o u asked, yes, b i r d i ng 
ethics were stretched. 

O n l y 3 or 4 birders had seen tiiis b i r d 
and many were anxious to see it. So back 
off. 

B i rding ethics do not a l low a birder 
to trespass b y j u m p i n g the posted fence. 
Walk ing the railroad tracks is trespassing 
(check the sign: "Private Railroad Cross
ing. N o Trespassing."). 

Lighting was poor for photograph
ing a b i r d at 7:00 p m i n a drizzle i n May. 

A t 7:00 p m one could be pretty 
certain the b i r d w o u l d be there the next 
morning , i f left undisturbed. More birders 
w o u l d be able to see it. Also, l ight ing 
w o u l d be better then for photography 
f r o m a reasonable distance. 

— David R. Copeland 

To the Editor — 
There are 2 keys to ethical behavior 

i n the pursuit o f a rare b i r d . The first is 
whether the b i r d itself is harassed b y the 
birders. I n this case there was n o inten
tional harassment, and since n o other 
birds f l ew away it seems that this b i r d was 
unusually sensitive to h u m a n intrusion, 
or that it harbored an intense dislike of 
dowitchers. 

The other factor i n this situation is 
whether other birders are present. I f 
other birders had been present and had 
not obtained satisfactory views of the 
Magruder's Teal, the birder w h o wanted 
photos should have wai ted u n t i l those 
present had a chance to v i e w the b i r d to 
their satisfaction. Then the other birders 
should accord the photographer the same 
courtesy b y not approaching the b i r d 
u n t i l photos are obtained. 

O n e uncertainty left to the judgment 
of the birder i n the circumstance de
scribed is the l ike l ihood o f other birders 
arriving o n the scene. The birder thought 
they w o u l d not appear after 7:00 p m o n 
a drizzly evening at the coast. This turned 
out to be mistaken, b u t was not an 
unreasonable decision. 

No, y o u d i d not violate generally 
accepted b i rd ing ethics. 

— Alan Contreras 

Dear OB Reader — 
Ethics is treachery. For every situa

tion, there w i l l be birders w i t h views o n 
b o t h sides. A n d i f there is a th i rd side, 
there w i l l be a birder there, too, it seems. 

The basic rule is "Don' t harass birds." 
This is a g o o d rule, considering that it is 
the l a w (Migratory Bird Treaty Act, etc.). 
As such, it isn't really an ethical rule, it 
seems to me, except to the extent that an 
ethical birder is one w h o fo l lows the law. 

W h y shouldn't a birder maneuver at 
free w i l l to get a photo, so l o n g as the 
birder is not harassing the bird? N o matter 
w h o else is present, or may or may not 
have seen the b i rd , or may or may not be 
o n the way? As an ethical matter, does a 
photographer have to wai t for a lister? I f 
so, w h o gave the listers precedence? 

I n this case, it doesn't really matter 
whether y o u were reasonable i n believ
ing that everyone w h o wanted to see the 
b i r d that day had seen it, because y o u are 
at l iberty to maneuver to get a photo . The 
only ethical consideration — i n m y v i e w 
— was not to harass birds. 

This prob lem presents 2 additional 
ethical traps, it seems to me. First, the 
dowitchers were flushed. Harassed? It is 
not less unethical to harass a c o m m o n 
dowitcher than a rare teal. Second, w h a t 
was the status o f that railroad track? I f w e 
assume it is private property and y o u 
were there w i t h o u t permission, y o u were 
trespassing and trespassing is per se 
unethical. I f it is a public w a y or y o u have 
permission, then y o u were not trespass
ing and w e have to move o n to figure out 
i f your behavior i n some w a y constituted 
harassment. W e don't have enough facts 
to do that i n this case, b u t certainly not 
every flushed b i r d is a harassed b i rd . 

— Owen Schmidt 

R e c y c l i n g B i n o c u l a r s 

The American Birding Association is 
m a k i n g a special effort to cooperate w i t h 
M a n o m e t B i r d Observatory's ( M B O ) 
"Birder's Exchange" to assist Latin Ameri 
can birders, researchers, conservation
ists, and educators. T h r o u g h this project, 
w e w i l l be he lping to "recycle" o l d b i n 
oculars to those i n Latin America whose 
concern over their environment and "our" 
migratory birds is essential to the preser
vat ion of b i r d life i n this hemisphere. 

The Birder's Exchange works through 
a ne twork o f b i r d clubs and individuals. 
I t is collecting n e w and used binoculars 
and other field equipment to aid re
search, conservation, and education ef
forts i n the neotropics. The binoculars, 
spott ing scopes, and other equipment 
are distributed to Latin American and 
Caribbean organizations that have re
quested assistance. Requests have been 
received f r o m organizations i n over 20 
different countries. 

Most " N o r t h American" migratory 
birds actually spend half of their lives i n 
the neotropics, yet a lack of binoculars, 
scopes, and essential equipment is frus
trating research and conservation efforts 
among Latin American groups. The i m 
portant thing to remember is that your 
o l d binoculars can help save birds. 

That o l d pair o f binoculars that y o u 
tossed i n your closet w h e n y o u upgraded 
to a better pair cou ld be more valuable 
than y o u think. It cou ld actually be a real 
boost for an under-equipped research or 
nature center i n the Caribbean, Central 
America, or South America. I t could be 
put to good use to kindle an interest i n 
b i r d preservation among y o u n g people 
and adults south o f our borders. 

We are asking that, i f possible, those 
attending the Grand Island Regional Con
ference b r i n g an o l d pair o f binoculars (or 
even an o l d scope) to contribute to this 
effort. Indeed, attendees might also col
lect 1 or 2 other pairs f r o m friends i n their 
area to b r i n g to Grand Island. The b i n 
oculars should be i n w o r k i n g order free 
o f al ignment and other problems. M B O 
and the Birder's Exchange w i l l channel 
this equipment to some o f the dozens of 
institutions that are currendy wai t ing for 
this equipment. Contributors to the project 
w i l l also get an acknowledgment that can 
be used to document this contr ibution for 
their personal tax returns. 

PaulJ. Baicich, P. O. Box 404, Oxon Hill, 
MD 20750, 301-839-9736. 
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Oregon Birds Crossword Puzzle No. 5 
Karen Kearney, 6875 S.W. 158th Avenue, Beaverton, OR 97007 

Across 
1 Similar to Brewer's Sparrow, but more 

boldly patterned (first word) 
2 1 Across, second word 
6 In fall can be confused with Bay-

breasted and Pine Warblers 
13 Pine forest preferred by Three-toed 

Woodpeckers 
15 Jim Johnson's first state record teal 
17 Woody Woodpecker is this species 
19 Snowy Owls stage one every four or so 

years 
21 This owl wants to know who prepares 

your meals 
22 The largest falcon (abbrev.) 
25 The only avian species known to 

hibernate 
26 Ground cloud that obscures the view 
27 Ubiquitous sparrow 
28 Describes the bill of a Hooded Oriole or 

a thrasher 
31 Subspecies of the "Oregon" junco is the 

-sided 
32 Sparrow with a chestnut 

shoulder patch 
34 Common or Barrow's 
35 Our winter hummingbird: 

's 
36 N.W.R.westof Irrigon 
37 Scoter species most often 

seen inland 
39 Eastern grosbeak: -

breasted 
41 All juncos outside of 

Arizona and New 
Mexico 

44 Used to be called a 
birdwatcher 

46 We' re one of few states 
where this egret isn't 
common 

47 Butcherbird 
48 Junction west of Pilot 

Rock 
49 Mountain forest wetland 
50 Rufous-capped sand

piper: -tailed 
51 Rail that whinnies 
52 Author of The Birders 

Guide to Oregon 

5 Wingbars of a pewee, or a boring day of 
birding 

7 Inland curlew 
8 Only eider verified in Oregon 
9 First warbler of spring: -crowned 
10 The 1986 Florence CBC produced this 

shocking warbler 
11 Long-winged glider of the seas 
12 Solitary Sandpipers probably nested 

here 
14 Second state record was at Gold Hill; 

Bing Wong found the third in 
Lakeview 

16 Common breeding gull: -billed 
18 A flock of these grosbeaks will wipe out 

your feeder 
20 Oregon's first of this eye-ringed, 

southwestern warbler was mist-netted 
on Hart Mtn. in 1977 

23 Catlow Valley ranch that attracts 
vagrants 

24 Cavity maker 
26 The only whistling duck that has visited 

Oregon 
29 Yellow-bellied waxwing 
30 Good place to see Ross' Goose: Miller 

33 Beach north of Seal Rock' 
35 Only its voice can reliably distinguish it 

from the Willow Rycatcher 
38 Black-headed gull of Eastern Oregon: 

's 
40 A cape, a lake, and a town west of 

Tillamook 
42 Follows summer 
43 The Sage Sparrow has a white 

moustachial one and a dark whisker 
one 

45 Duck known for its down feathers 
46 Crossbills are attracted to a good 

crop 
49 Sheltered coastal inlet 

0 

Down 
1 It climbs the tree in a 

spiral 
3 Ancient forests: 

growth 
4 How many Laughing Gull 

records do we have? 
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Christmas Bird Counts 
17 December 1992 - 3 January 1993 

Alan Contreras 4098 Market Street N.E. §22, Salem, OR 97301 

Oregon's CBC schedule made known to Oregon Birds. Counts not 
listed last year are shown with a star (*) . 

17 December 
31 Malheur NWR RickVetter(W)493-2612 (H)573-5601 

Southern part of the Refuge; contact compiler. 
26 Summer Lake Marty St. Louis 943-3180 

Meet at the Summer Lake Wildlife Area Headquarters, 1.3 miles south of 
Summer Lake at 7:30 am. (W) 943-3152. 

18 December 
28 Ruggs-Hardman Steve Browntield 

Contact compiler for information. (W)676-9138. 
676-9696 

19 December 
2 Tillamook Bay Owen Schmidt 282-9403 

Often the highest species count of any Oregon CBC. Meet at Hadley 
House, 2203 Third Street, Tillamook OR 97141, (503)842-2101, before 
7:00 am, for area assignments. Hadley House will open at 6:30 for buffet 
breakfast ($5) for CBCers. Owen Schmidt,.3007 N.E. 32nd Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97232, (WJ326-3115. 

19 Roseburg Ron Maertz 496-3847 
Each area leader has their own meeting place; call ahead. Ron Maertz, 
257 Brown Street, Glide, OR 97443. 

20 Grants Pass Dennis Vroman 479-4619 
Contact compiler for details. (W)476-3830. 

30 Sod House Rick Vetter (H) 573-5601 
Northern part of the refuge; contact compiler. (W)493-2612 

35 Union County Bill Dowdy 963-4768 
Contact compiler for information. 

38 Baker County (Salisbury) Laura Hayse 523-9254 
Contact the compiler. P.O. Box 143, Baker City 97814. 

25 Bend TomCrabtree 388-2462 
Meet at Pioneer Park at 7:30 am; contact compiler. 

23 Antelope PeteWeigel 489-3280 
Contact compiler for info. 

29 John Day Tom Winters 575-2833 
Meet at Mother Lode Restaurant, 241 W. Main, John Day, at 6:00 am for 
breakfast and organization; potluck at 6:00 pm; owlers notify compiler. 
Tom Winters, P.O. Box 111, Canyon City, OR 97820, (W)575-1637. 

3 * Nestucca Bay Rainy Lehrman or John Rogers 392-3194 
This new count covers from Sandlake to Neskowin and inland to include 
valleys around Hebo and Cloverdale. Organized by Nestucca High School 
students. Home phone for Rogers: 392-4562 

20 December 
1 Columbia Estuary Mike Patterson 325-1365 

Meet at 7:00 am at the Pig & Pancake in Astoria; overnight arrangements 
can be made upon request Mike Patterson, 1338 Kensington, Astoria, OR 
97103. 

7 Coos Bay Larry Thornburgh 756-4281 
This count holds the Oregon record for most species seen on a CBC, 150 
in 1976. Meet at 7:00 am at North Bend High School; contact compiler for 
more information. 

4 • Lincoln City Richard Smith 643-5096 
Roughly from Salmon River to Boiler Bay. Meet 7 AM at McDonalds on 
101 in north Lincoln City. Contact compiler for more information. 

36 Wallowa County Frank Conley 432-9685 
Meet between 6:00 and 6:30 am at Toma's Restaurant in Enterprise. 
Contact compiler for more information. 

12 Forest Grove Joe Evanich 284-4153 
Meet 7:00 am at Elmer's Pancake House in Hillsboro. For details contact 
compiler by phone or at 5026 N.E. Clackamas, Portland, OR 97213. 

40* Prineville Tom Crabtree 388-2462 
An old count being restarted with a somewhat different circle. 

24 Utopia PeteWeigel 489-3280 
Contact compiler for information. 

21 December 
6 Florence BillStotz 997-8978 

One of few Oregon counts to ever surpass 145 species. Contact compiler 
for information. 

22 December 
17 Corvallis RickKrabbe 

Contact the compiler for details. 
929-5941 

26 December 
11 Portland John Biewener 645-0368 

Each area leader has their own meeting place; call ahead. John Biewener, 
2740 N.W. 144th Avenue, Beaverton, OR 97006. 

15 Salem compiler TBA 
Sectors are pre-assigned; call Audubon at 585-5689 

27 December 
8 Coquille Valley Alan Contreras 371-3458 

Covers the valley from Coquille to Bandon estuary. 149 species in 1991. 
(W)399-9912. Observers may also contact Larry Thornburgh in North Bend 
at 756-4281. 

10 Sauvie Island Jim Johnson 244-8902 
Meet in the parking lot at the Sauvie Island side of the bridge at 7:15 am. 
Contact the compiler for more information. 

13 Upper Nestucca Larry R. Scotield 787-3833,375-5630w 
Meet 6:30 am, Hi Spot Restaurant, Willamina. Larry Scofield, 740 Parry 
Road, Falls City, OR 97344, 



29 December 
14 Dallas RoyGerig 623-6884 

Meet at 7:00 am, Farroll's Restaurant, Rickreall, on Hwy. 99W; we also 
meet there about 5:00 pm for a countdown. Roy Gerig, 18445 Oakdale 
Road, Dallas, OR 97338. 

30 December 
33 Adel Dave & Beth St. George 947-4560 

Contact compiler. Meet 7:30 at Adel store on Hwy 140 30 miles e. of 
Lakeview. (W)947-3315. 

31 December 
32 Hart Mountain Bill Pyle 

Contact compiler. Meet at refuge CCC camp at 7 AM. 

1 January 1993 
22 Hood River David A. Anderson 

Call the compiler for information. 

2 January 1993 
37 Baker (Valley) Laura Hayse 

Contact the compiler. P.O. Box 143, Baker City, 97814 
16 Silverton Roger Freeman 

Contact compiler for information. 
9 Port Orford Jim & Dennis Rogers 

Specialties include Black Phoebe, Red-shouldered Hawk, 
area for winter birding and usually good weather. Meet 7: 
Elementary on Hwy 101 in Port Orford. Contact compiler 
come. 

39*Siuslaw PaulAdamus 

947-3315 

775-5963 

523-9254 

873-3742 

332-2555 
A fascinating 

15 at Driftwood 
if planning to 

3 January 
18 Eugene HerbWisner 344-3634 

Contact compiler for information. Team leaders meet separately. 
5 Yaquina Bay Paul Reed 265-7386 

Meets at 7:00 am at Marine Science Center conference room. Contact 
compiler for advance information. 

34 Umatilla County Aaron Skirvin 276-1948 or 276-3099 
Contact compiler for details. 

Oregon's CBCs for which there was no count date available by press 
time.... 

27 Klamath Falls Kevin Spencer 
Date not set yet, contact compiler. 

916-667-4644 

Includes Mapleton and Swisshome. (W)754-4666 
21 Medford Joseph Shelton 772-4490 19 

Tillamook Bay 
Roseburg 
Grants Pass 
Sodhouse 
Union County 
Baker County 
Bend 
Antelope 
John Day 
Nestucca Bay 

20 
Columb. Estuary 
Coos Bay 
Lincoln City 
Wallowa County 
Forest Grove 
Utopia 
Prineville 

17 
Malheur 
Summer Lake 

18 
Ruggs-Hardman 

19 
Tillamook Bay 
Roseburg 
Grants Pass 
Sodhouse 
Union County 
Baker County 
Bend 
Antelope 
John Day 
Nestucca Bay 

20 
Columb. Estuary 
Coos Bay 
Lincoln City 
Wallowa County 
Forest Grove 
Utopia 
Prineville 

21 
Florence 

22 
Corvallis 

23 24 25 26 
Portland 
Salem 

27 
Coquille Valley 
Sauvie Island 
Upper Nestucca 

28 29 
Dallas 

30 
Adel 

31 
Hart Mountain 

1 
Hood River 

2 
Baker Valley 
Silverton 
Siuslaw 
Medford 
Port Orford 

3 
Eugene 
Yaquina Bay 
Umatilla County 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
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R a r e B i r d R e p o r t Form . . . . 
R A R E B I R D R E P O R T F O R M — 1992 
Oregon Bird Records Committee — O B R C 

OBRC 
P.O. Box 10373 
Eugene, OR 97440 

DO NOT WRITE I N THIS SPACE 

D A T E R E C E I V E D B Y OBRC S E C R E T A R Y 1. YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

DO NOT WRITE I N THIS SPACE 

D A T E R E C E I V E D B Y OBRC S E C R E T A R Y 1. YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE 

This form is intended as a convenience and a 
guideline. It may be used flexibly and need not 
be used at all. Attach additional sheets ifn eeded. 
Please type, or write legibly. You may find it 
easiest to use separate sheets of paper keyed to 
the general guidelines in this form. 

2. BIRD IDENTIFICATION. Write in 
the name of the species you have identified 
and information on numbers, sex, plumage, 
and age. 

3. DATE(S). Month, day, and year. If there 
are multiple observations, each date. 

4. LOCATION. Be specific; describe habitat. 

5. DETAILS. Include only what was actually observed, not what should have been seen or heard. 
Stress field marks: bill, eye, wings, tail, legs, shape, proportions, "jizz", etc. Include behavior: 
feeding, resting, flying, interactions with other species, etc. Describe voice—song, calls, or notes 
— if heard. If you have made field notes and/or field sketches, include them (or copies of them). 

This page printed on recycled paper. 

B i r d P h o n e N e t w o r k 
O B I S C 4 J 

Astoria 
Mike Patte 
325-1365 

Tillamool 
Craig Rob 
842-5782 

Umatiila/Hermiston 
Marion Corder, 922-3653 
Craig Corder, 567-8944 

Floren 
Bill Stot̂  997-8978 

Coos Bay/North Bend 
3arbara Griffin, 756-5688 
Lyn Topits, 267-7208 
Larry Thornburgh, 756-4281 

)Port Orford 
Jim Rogers, 

I Carrie Osborne, 332-2555 

Brookings 
Colin Dillingham, 469-9624 

(TSgene 
hfim Carlson, 485-4491 

Clarice Watson, 485-6137 
Kit Larsen, 344-9574 
Tom Mickel, 485-7112 
Barb Combs, 689-6660 

Canyon City 
Tom Winters, 575-2833 

.btree, 388-2462 

Roseburg/Glide 
Alice Parker, 672-1549 
Meredith Jones, 672-6367 
Ron Maertz, 496-3647 

Ashland/Medford area 
Marjorie Moore, 535-5138 
B. June Babcock, 826-7011 

Phone number in italics" 
means you may reach an 
answering machine. 

Silver Lake 
Steve Summers, 576-2190 

rArea Code for 
I Oregon is 503 

Rules for a network are simple: rare birds only (no east/west or west/east Oregon birds); birders 
who get calls have to make calls (this means long distance tolls); and once on the network, keep it going 
by keeping your address and phone number(s) current. Minimum information on a rare bird call should 
include species, age and sex (if not known, say so), number of birds, who found it (them), and who to call 
for more information, if anyone. 

Birders who would like to represent their local birding areas should write to The Editor, Oregon 
Birds, 3007 N.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 972I2 

Please feel free to send ideas and suggestions, too! 
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News and Notes 

Please check your mailing label. The 
volume and issue number of your last 

issue of Oregon Birds is printed in the 
upper right hand corner. OB is now sent 
on a 1-year basis, not on a volume-year 
basis. In other words, your membership 
runs for 4 quarters — 4 issues of OB — 
without regard to the quarter in which 
you joined or renewed. If the number 
18(4) appears — this is your last issue. So 
it's time to send in your membership 
dues! If the number 19(1) or 19(2) ap
pears, feel free to send in your dues a little 
early. You'll be guaranteed an extension 
of 4 issues at today's rates, you won't 
have to worry about your subscription 
for more than a year, and you'll make the 
accounting at OFO a little easier. The 
entire OB team thanks you! 

Toe Evanich has announced his inten-
I tion to resign as Fieldnotes Editor for 

"Eastern Oregon, with the Summer 1992 
notes in the next issue of Oregon Birds. 
Joe brings a distinct and highly readable 
format to his work. He has never been 
late submitting his materials to OB, which 
the Editor appreciates more than can be 
expressed. Joe has made truly outstand
ing contributions to Oregon's ornitho
logical literature as Fieldnotes Editor, 
which the record wi l l reflect for all time 
to come. Thank you very much, Joe. We 
wish you the best. The OB team is 
looking for a new Eastern Oregon 
Fieldnotes Editor, either to handle all 4 
seasons each year or perhaps to split the 
duties with another Editor. If you're inter
ested, please contact the OB Editor, 3007 
N.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97212-
3619, 503-282-9403. 

Tie Point Reyes Bird Observatory's 
(PRBO) Pacific Flyway project is 

expanding to include the Willamette 
Valley of Oregon. PRBO established 
the Pacific Flyway project in 1988 
because of a concern over the de
struction and degradation of wet
lands and the potential effects on 
shorebirdpopulations. The first 
census in the Willamette 
Valley wil l occur in Janu
ary 1993. Subsequent 
counts will be made in spring 
and fall. Help is needed to 
locate sites to survey and to tally 
the shorebirds there on census day. 
Matt Hunter, 3401 Agate Street, Eugene, 
OR 97405, 503-686-9440. 

Dunlin. Illustration/Matt Hunter. 

'TTtie U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
J . seeks information on coastal Canada 

Geese. Their main interest is in the Aleu
tian Canada Goose and the declining 
Dusky Canada Goose, but reports on any 
subspecies of Canada Goose including 
the introduced Great Basin Canada Goose 
are needed. Also needed are reports on 
Tundra Swans, Trumpeter Swans, and 
Brant. Some birds are color marked with 
neck collars or leg bands. If possible, 
separate the birds into adults and juve
niles, and subspecies. Include the date, 
time, and location of your observation. 
Roy Lowe, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Marine Science Center, Newport, OR 
97365, 503-867-4550. 

During the summer of 1991, the Or
egon Department of Fish and Wild

life (ODFW) neck-collared 422 Canada 
Geese in northwest Oregon near Flo
rence, Springfield, Cottage Grove, 
Corvallis, and Salem. During the summer 
of 1992, ODFW neck-collared 598 Canada 
Geese in these locations, plus another 
257 in eastern Oregon near Klamath 
Falls, Lakeview, Richland, Enterprise, 

Boardman, and La Grande. "The primary 
goal of collaring is to determine distribu
tion patterns of resident breeding popu
lations of Canada Geese." Oregon birders 
are asked to record the date, location, 
and details of neck-collared geese. In
clude your name, address, and phone 
number. Brad Bales, ODFW, P.O. Box 
59, Portland, OR 97207, 503-229-5410. 

Any information you have on Canyon 
Wren Catherpes mexicanus would 

be appreciated: observations, field notes, 
references, or unpublished data. Stephanie 
Jones, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, P.O. 
Box 25486 DFC, Denver, CO 80225, 303-
236-8676 fax 303-236-8086. 

Malheur National Wildlife Refuge is 
looking for volunteers to assist in 

the refuge biological program April-Sep
tember 1993. Field work includes studies 
of breeding Sandhill Cranes, waterfowl, 
colonial waterbirds, raptors, shorebirds, 
and other wildlife. Volunteers wil l assist 
in a radio telemetry study to determine 
mortality factors of young Sandhill Cranes. 
Gary Ivey, Wildlife Biologist, Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge, HC-72 Box 245, 
Princeton, OR 97721, 503-493-2612. 

Over 1500 American Avocets and 
Black-necked Stilts have been color-

banded in Nevada, Utah, and California 
in 1991 and 1992. All bands are on the 
tibiotarsus (above the "knee") in white, 
black, kelly green, royal blue, red, or
ange, yellow, leaf green, and medium 

Collar Code Location Banded Date Banded 
001V- 100V Springfield 06-91 
101V- 200V Springfield, Cottage Grove 06-91 
201V- 300V Eugene, Cottage Grove 06-92 
301V 400V Eugene 06-92 
401V 500V Eugene 06-92 
001T- 100T Salem, Corvallis 06-91 
101T- 139T Corvallis 06-91 
140T- 200T Salem 06-92 
201T- 300T Albany, Corvallis, Salem 06-92 
301T- 322T Albany 06-92 
001R •084R Florence 06-91 
085R •100R Florence 06-92 
101R •200R Florence, Waldport, Lincoln City 06-92 
001Y 060Y Klamath Falls 06-92 
061Y 065Y Lakeview 06-92 
001J- 100J Boardman 06-92 
001N •100N Richland 06-92 
001K 045K Ladd Marsh 06-92 
051K 097K Enterprise 06-92 
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blue. Birds wi l l have an aluminum U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service band and up to 
3 color bands. Dr. Lewis W. Oring, Uni
versity of Nevada at Reno, EECB/186, 
1000 Valley Road, Reno, NV 89512-0013, 
702-784-1157. 

The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, Nongame Wildlife Program, 

has published Sensitive Vertebrates of 
Oregon— a detailed account of the fish, 
"herptiles," birds, and mammals on 
Oregon's Sensitive Species List. "This 
publication is a summary of the most up-
to-date information on fish and wildlife 
species currendy on the state's Sensitive 
Species List. Because such information 
can become quickly out-dated, we wil l 
send you updated accounts as they are 
published. To facilitate this, the accounts 
have been printed on single-sided, un
numbered pages. New or additional in
formation for future updates would be 
appreciated ...." For a single copy, send 
a check for $12.50 payable to the Nongame 
Fund. Claire Puchy, Chief, Nongame 
Wildlife Program, Oregon Dept. Fish & 
Wildlife, P.O. Box 59, Portland OR 97207. 

Bill Ward, wildlife sound recording 
enthusiast, has agreed to make his 

tapes Birds of the Northwest available to 
the public on a non-profit basis. Ward, 
whose recordings are used by Cornell 
University's Laboratory of Ornithology 
and others, has spent years collecting, 
refining and updating these tapes. The 
set of 2 60-minute cassette tapes is priced 
at $15.00. All proceeds from the sale of 
Ward's tapes go to the Siskiyou Audubon 
Chapter. To order, write to Siskiyou 
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 1047, Grants 
Pass, OR 97526. 

Gerta Hyde, owner of the Yamsi Ranch 
northeast of Klamath Falls, received 

the 1992 Alexander Calder Conservation 
Award and the $10,000 cash prize that 
goes with it. "At the Yamsi Ranch, Gerta 
Hyde and her family have shown that a 
profitable cattle business and wildlife 
conservation can go hand in hand, but 
doing so has required a host of innova
tive departures from 'business as usual.' 
The Hydes have planted 220,000 trees on 
their 5000 acre ranch to help control 
erosion and restore timber production. 
They have restored and created wetlands 
that now total 25 percent of the ranch. 
They manage their cattle with an eye to 
favoring native plant species and give 
special protection to riparian areas along 
the 10 miles of the Williamson River that 
wind through the ranch." This item ap

peared in Common Ground'4(1): 7, Nov/ 
Dec 1992, a publication of The Conserva-
tionFund, Suite 1120,1800 N. KentStreet, 
Arlington, VA 22209, 703-525-6300. 

Individuals in the Third World rarely 
have the resources to purchase even 

the most basic sound recording systems. 
Yet, the tapes they make can be ex
tremely valuable for bird population 
censusing and survey work as well as 
education. For example, Radio Nepal has 
a popular bird sound identification pro
gram which relies on the recordings of a 
couple of American amateur sound re
cordists. The Library of Natural Sounds, 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, has 
recently begun a program to outfit na
tionals in Third World countries with tape 
recording systems. "We have been able 
to completely outfit one individual in 
Tanzania and have a recorder for a 
second individual in Nepal. LNS has also 
provided technical advice to Dillon Ripley 
who, in the same vein, recently outfitted 
a recordist in India. We have undertaken 
this project through a combination of the 
LNS's own funds and gifts from private 
individuals. A gift of this kind is, of 
course, tax deductible." If you have sound 
recording equipment you would like to 
see put to good use, contact Greg Budney, 
Curator, Ubrary of Natural Sounds, Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker 
Woods Road, Ithaca, NY 14850,607-254-
2404 fax 607-254-2415. 

Wanted: (1) Arrival and departure 
dates (sometimes called phenol

ogy tables), published or not, for Oregon 
locations. I need these from as many 
places in Oregon as possible for a re
search project. (2) CBC results on com
puter disk. If your local count results are 
available on disk in some form readable 
by a Macintosh or DOS-based computer, 
please contact me. I am gathering these 
in hope of producing a published and 
electronic volume of Oregon CBC results 

<feT-'\-fe^^fci °" (w^*' 
W ~^r. 

for reference. (3) Published local check
lists. I would like to acquire a complete 
set of known local lists for personal use 
and to develop a master list of what is 
available. (4) Beg, buy, or steal copies of 
American Birds or Audubon Field Notes, 
especially CBC-result issues, older than 
1972. I need to fill out a personal refer
ence set. (5) Also interested in Western 
Birds older than volume 16 (1985). Alan 
Contreras, 4098 Market St. NE #22, Salem 
OR 97301. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
published the draft Revised Environ

mental Assessment and Land Protection 
Plan for the Nestucca Bay National Wild
life Refuge and Cooperative Resource 
Management Area. "This document de
scribes the change in the Service's pro
posed land protection program in the 
Nestucca Bay area of Tillamook County, 
Oregon. For some time the Nestucca Bay 
area has been known for its habitat 
values for migratory birds, particularly 
waterfowl. The Nestucca Bar area was 
known as an important wintering area for 
Aleutian Canada geese (presendy listed 
as threatened) and dusky Canada geese, 
a subspecies which has seen drastic 
population declines in the past two de
cades. In consideration of the increasing 
Service emphasis upon protecting coastal 
waterfowl habitats and the importance of 
the Nestucca Bay habitats to endangered 
Aleutian and dusky Canada geese, the 
Service decided to initiate a land protec
tion program for those species and others 
in this important habitat area." For a copy 
of the Environmental Assessment, write 
to the Fish and Wildlife Service's Portland 
Regional Office, 911 N.E. 11th Avenue, 
Portland, OR 97232-4181, 503-231-2231. 

Wedands for the Americas (WA) is the 
name of a new organization cre

ated by the Western Hemisphere Shore-
bird Reserve Network (WHSRN) Council. 
Its mission is "To promote the conserva
tion of wedand ecosystems in the Ameri
cas." WA expands the WHSRN to focus 
on wedands strategies that advance the 
health of wedand ecosystems as well as 
the biodiversity that depends on them. 
"WA wil l continue to implement pro
grams that enhance local capacity and 
conservation while maintaining interna
tional linkages," according to WHSRN. 
The WHSRN includes 18 reserves in 6 
countries in North and South America, 
protecting more than 4 million acres of 
habitat supporting "30 million shore-
birds. " "Much work still needs to be done 
to fill in the gaps in shorebird distribution 
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data, and evaluate species coverage at 
WHSRN reserves. Many shorebird stop
over sites are not yet part of the network." 
Wedands for the Americas, P.O. Box 
1770, Manomet, MA 02345, (508)224-
6521. 

Tne second in the Audubon Society's 
How to Make a Difference video se

ries is tided Wetlands. "It includes a 
cutting-edge news feature on this critical 
issue (more than 300,000 acres of pre
cious wedands are lost every year!) nar
rated by veteran news reporter Dave 
Browde, and on-location interviews with 
Audubon experts, wildlife professionals, 
and, of course, activists. There's even an 
800 number to call when you're done 
watching, which wi l l automatically send 
a message to your congressional repre
sentatives asking them to protect wet
lands." $9.95 plus $3 shipping and han
dling. Activist Video, National Audubon 
Society, 700 Broadway, New York, NY 
10003. 

Source: How to Make a Difference 

Shorebird management takes a profes
sional turn with publication of a new 

manual by Doug Helmers. "The book is 
a technical guide for wedand managers 
and biologists, and covers 4 geographical 
regions of the U.S. and Canada: Pacific, 
Adantic, Gulf of Mexico, and the Inte
rior." The 60-page manual contains infor
mation on shorebird ecology, migration, 
and techniques to enhance shorebird 
habitats. It is to be used as the basis for a 
series of shorebird and wedand manage
ment workshops next year. For a copy, 
send $10 check or money order to Shore-
bird Management Manual, c/o Manomet 
Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 1770, 
Manomet, MA 02345, (508)224-6521. 

Authors of articles or publications deal
ing with owls and wishing them to be 

listed in the second edition of Working 
Bibliography of Owls of the World: With 
Summaries of Current Taxonomy and 
Distributional Status are asked to send 
reprints. The first edition was published 
in 1975 as number 1 in the NWF Scien
tific/Technical Series. Richard J. Clark, c/ 
o Department of Biology, York College 
of Pennsylvania, York, PA 17405-7199, 
717-846-7788. 

Refuge Reporter is the name of a new 
periodical "devoted exclusively to 

news and commentary about the Na
tional Wildlife Refuge System managed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service of 
the U.S. Department of Interior." Refuge 
Reporter is an "independent voice" on 
issues affecting National Wildlife Ref
uges. "We believe that our reporting to 
you wil l be more distinctive and re
sourceful if unencumbered by ties to a 
larger organization that could reduce our 
flexibility and perhaps our objectivity." 
Subscription is $ 10 per year. James Clark, 
Editor, Avocet Crossing, Millwood, VA 
22646-0156, 703-837-2152. 

These items appeared in the Fall 1992 
issue of The Wildlife Society, Oregon 

Chapter, Newsletter: 
- Peregrine Falcons in Oregon. Monitoring 

of Peregrine Falcons in Oregon and northern 
California is being conducted by Joel Pagel, 
working out of the Rogue River National 
Forest Supervisor's Office in Medford. As of 
June 1992, 24 known and active Peregrine 
Falcon nest sites have been located in Or
egon. This is a little more than half the 
historical number of nest sites reported by 
Henny and Nelson (Murrelet62:4353, 1981). 
The recent rapid increase in number of 
known nest sites is probably due to a related 
increase in awareness and survey of potential 
habitat. Data gathered during nest site entries 
indicate that newly discovered sites have 
been occupied during previous consecutive 
years. Samples of eggshell fragments and 
addled eggs have been analyzed and indicate 
that portions of the population are still af
fected by persistent organochlorides. Egg
shell minning is prevalent and at extreme 
levels within the sampled portion of the 
Oregon population. Eggshell thinning in 1989 
and 1990 was significantly above the thinning 
level associated with declining or extirpated 
populations. It is still early to state with 
confidence how the 1992 reproductive suc
cess at Oregon nest sites wi l l be. At 18 nest 
sites in southwestern Oregon, Pagel has 
observed only 12 young produced from 5 
nest sites. An additional 2 young fledged from 
a nest site that was manipulated earlier i n the 
year. The eggs were switched with those of 
captive birds, due to chronically high egg
shell-thinning levels at that nest site. The 
reproductive outcome is uncertain at present 

at 4 nest sites. 

- Proceedings from the January 1991 "Sym
posium on Peregrine Falcons in the Pacific 
Northwest" are now available for purchase. 
This publication contains peer-reviewed pa
pers, transcriptions of presentations and ex
tended abstracts of all presentations given at 
the symposium. To order the Proceedings, 
send $12 check or money-order to J. Pagel, 
Proceedings, Rogue Valley Federal Executive 
Association, P.O. Box 520, Medford, OR 
97501. 

- Summer like Trumpeter Swan Project 
update. Manager Marty St. Louis reported that 
Summer Lake Wildlife Area's Trumpeter Swan 
Project got a huge boost this summer. In July, 
26 subadult trumpeters were moved from 
Red Rock Lakes Refuge in Montana and 4 
subadults were moved from Malheur Refuge 
to Summer Lake Wildlife Area. An additional 
26 cygnets were moved there in September. 
The Montana birds were moved to reduce the 
number of birds at Red Rock Lakes because 
the refuge is planning on phasing out the 
winter feeding program there. This brings the 
total Summer Lake Trumpeter Swan popula
tion to 64, because 8 birds were already 
present from last year's efforts. The Summer 
Lake Trumpeter Swan flock exceeds the 
Malheur flock, which numbers 34 to date. 

- Burns BLM District activities. Biologist 
Fred Taylor is coordinating a 500-acre juniper 
cutting project on Otis Mountain. This project 
is supported with Rocky Mountain Elk Foun
dation funds. Nine miles of fence are being 
installed to enhance a 3000-acre allotment in 
Jackass Creek to improve meadow condi
tions for Sage Grouse, and 4 miles of fence 
are being built to protect riparian habitat on 
Warm Springs Creek. Guy Sheeter reports 
that the Predator Control Environmental As
sessment for the Bums District is nearly 
complete. This document reviews options for 
predator management for the benefit of pri
vate livestock and wildlife on the district. 

- New Bald Eagle nest on Fremont NF. 
Terry Hershey reports that a new Bald Eagle 
nest was located on the Lakeview Ranger 
District this spring, The Fremont National 
Forest also participated in the Goshawk 
Monitoring Study that is being coordinated 
by George Keister of ODFW. This project 
involves surveys for Goshawk nests and is 
funded by ODFW, OSU's Cooperative Wild
life Research Unit, and USFS. 
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- Lakeview BLM District activities. A large 
well was drilled in the Warner Valley this 
summer to provide supplemental water to 
the wetlands of their Warner Lakes Project. 

- Severe Drought in southeastern Oregon. 
ODFW biologists Larry Conn and Ron Garner 
report concern over the impacts of the drought 
on wildlife. Generally, most areas in south
eastern Oregon received less than 30 percent 
of normal precipitation last winter. The result 
was that many wetlands are dry and many 
springs and other water sources for wildlife 
are dry or are going dry. The drought has 
severely limited habitat for wetland-depen
dent species such as waterfowl, and conse
quently, waterfowl production is poor. The 
drought has also reduced forage quality and 
availability for big game animals, which could 
leave them in poor condition and lead to 
poor survival this winter. On the brighter 
side, Chukar, quail, grouse, and pheasant 
have experienced excellent production. 
Malheur Refuge experienced the lowest wa
ter levels since the drought of the 1930s. In 
the mid-1980s, Malheur Lake reached a record 
high of 175,000 acres. By mid-September this 
year, the lake contained less than 1000 acres 
of water. The Refuge staff is taking advantage 
of the opportunity provided by the low water 
to reduce the carp population as much as 
possible. 

Oregon Chapter, The Wildlife Society, 
P.O. Box 2214, Corvallis, OR 97339-2214. 

Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility (PEER) is the name of 

a new organizadon that "will allow all 
government land managers and environ
mental employees to join together in one, 
powerful, united voice for change," ac
cording to Jeff DeBonis, founder of the 
Association of Forest Service Employees 
for Environmental Ethics. PEER, P.O. Box 
428, Eugene, OR 97440. 

Anew series of ornithological mono
graphs, The Birds of North America, 

is published by the American Ornitholo
gists' Union and the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia. The first 8 mono
graphs are: Barn Owl, Piping Plover, 
King Rail, Indigo Bunting, Spruce Grouse, 
Serhipalmated Sandpiper, Northern Mock
ingbird, and Mexican Chickadee. "The 
Birds of North America has been de
signed to replace Bent's Life Histories of 
North American Birds as the primary 
comprehensive reference on what is 
known (and not known) about the biol
ogy and behavior of our native nesting 
birds. Each illustrated profile is being 
prepared by the expert(s) on that species 
and wil l include a major bibliography of 
references as well as unpublished infor
mation. Accounts wi l l be released in sets 
of 8 as completed over the next decade 
resulting in 18 volumes of 40 accounts 
each. Four or five sets of eight wi l l be 

produced this year with as many as ten 
sets in the following years. Special slip 
cases wil l be available for each volume of 
individual species profiles." A charter 
subscription to the full series is $1875 up 
front, a regular subscription is $175 for 
each volume of 40 species accounts. 
Discounts are available to authors and to 
those who secure institutional subscrip
tions. The Birds of North America, c/o 
The Academy of Natural Sciences, P.O. 
Box 687, Holmes, PA 19043, (800)345-
8112, fax (215)586-3232. 

It happens. But it doesn't just happen. 
What does it take to put out an issue of 

OregonBirds? It takes a team. Jim Johnson 
types input and proofs the pages before 
printing. KitLarsen maintains an accurate 
mailing list, and prints out the labels for 
the bulk mailer. Dennis Arendt makes 
sure the bills are paid. Sharon K. Blair 
supports the team in various ways. The 
authors! First and foremost are the au
thors, without whom there would be no 
content on these pages. The OFO mem
bers! We all share the burden of member
ship dues, but then we can all enjoy what 
may be called the best state bird journal 
in the country. Which is a reminder: If 
your membership expires with this issue 
(see your mailing label for the expiration 
issue), please mail your dues in right 
now! The entire OregonBirdstezm thanks 
you. 

Rare birds — running tally of the birds 
of the Oregon rare bird phone net

work (and a few we learned about too 
late for the phone network) (reports of 
these birds might not have been verified, 
and, in fact, may be in error): 

- 23 August 1992, immature Little Blue 
Heron, near Cushman (near Horence), Lane 
Co., by Dennis Arendt; 

- 26 August 1992, Lark Bunting, on south 
jetty road, Horence; 

- 11 September 1992, Ruff, south jetty of 
Columbia River, by Scott Rea; 

- 12 September 1992, Ruff (Reeve), near 
Astoria, Wireless Road, Clatsop Co., by Mike 
Patterson; 

- 19 September 1992, immature Broad-
winged Hawk, Malheur NWR headquarters, 
Harney Co., by Karen Kearney and Jerry 
Greager; 

- 6 October 1992, winter-plumaged Kittlit2' 
Murrelet, Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., by Jerry 
Smith; 

- 10 October 1992, first year male Vermil
ion Flycatcher, near Bend, Deschutes Co., by 
Ralph Wodtli; 

- 7 November 1992, female King Eider, 
Coos Bay, Fossil Point, Coos Co., by Joe 
Kaplan; 

- 22 November 1992, Black-vented Shear
water, a fly-by at Bandon, Curry Co., by Alice 
and Gerard Lillie; 

- 24 November 1992, female-plumaged 
Painted Bunting coming to a feeder in Har
bor, Curry Co., by Alan D. Barron; and 

- 3 December 1992, immature Black-headed 
Gull, Bay City STP, Tillamook Co., by Sue 
Moske. 

Meetings, events & deadlines 
- 17 December 1992 - 3 January 1993, 

inclusive, 93rd Christmas Bird Count. Na
tional Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, 
New York, NY 10022. 

- 11-15 January 1993, International Shrike 
Symposium, Archbold Biological Station. 
Reuven Yosef, Archbold Biological Station, 
Lake Placid, FL 33852, (813)465-2571. 

-9-13 February 1993, Pacific Seabird Group, 
20th annual meeting at the Westin Hotel in 
Seatde, Washington, wi l l include a sympo
sium on the status and conservation of Pacific 
Northwest seabirds. "PSG is dedicated to the 
conservation and study of Pacific seabirds, 
promoting the exchange of information among 

Group M « * t s At 

Portland First Tuesday (except Jun, 
Jul, Aug), 7:30 pm 

Portland Audubon House, 
5151 N.W. Cornell Road, 
Portland 

Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists (Lincoln 
County) 

Every third Tuesday 
(except Jul, Aug) 

Hatfield Marine Science 
Center, Meeting Room 9, 
South Beach 

Mid-Valley Birders Club Wednesday, 30 December 
& Wednesday 20 January, 
7:00 pm 

Corl House. 3975 N.W. 
Witham Hill Drive, 
Corvallis 

Add your event! Write to the OB Editor.... 
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seabird biologists, and informing agencies 
and others of seabird conservation issues." 
Lora Leschner, Washington Department of 
Fish and Game, 16018 Mill Creek Boulevard, 
Mill Creek, WA 98012, 206-774-8812. 

- 2-4 March 1993, The Wildlife Society, 
Oregon Chapter, 1993 Annual Meeting, at the 
Hotel Newport. International views of wi ld
life, economic views of wildlife, status of 
Oregon's endangered, threatened, and sensi
tive species, urban wildlife management and 
research, etc. Mike Wisdom, Forestry and 
Range Sciences Lab, 1401 Gekeler Lane, La 
Grande, OR 97850. 

- 6-10 March 1993, American Birding 
Association's Regional Conference in Grand 
Island, Nebraska. "We have decided to sched
ule this Conference to time wi th the phenom
enon of Sandhill Crane migration in Ne
braska. Each spring — beginning in late 
February—the world's largest concentration 
of cranes begins to gather in this region. 
Knowledgeable observers have called this 
'the greatest wildlife spectacle in North 
America.' We also plan to witness large flocks 
of waterfowl and, with luck, some 'chickens' 
of the prairies." Speakers include Paul Lehman, 
Arnold Small, William S. Clark, and Craig 
Faanes. Paul J. Baicich, Conference Manager, 
P.O. Box 404, Oxon Hill , MD 20750,301-839-
9736. 

- 13-18 April 1993, the Centennial Meeting 
of the Cooper Ornithological Society at Sac
ramento, California, includes symposia on 
avifaunal change in North America, the status 
and biology of the Northern Goshawk, and a 
Centennial Reception in the California Rail
road Museum. Jared Vemer, Forest Science 
Laboratory, 2081 E. Sierra Avenue, Fresno, 
CA 93710, 209-487-5588. 

- 4-6 June 1993, Oregon Field Ornitholo
gists annual meeting at Malheur Field Station. 
Tim Shelmerdine, President, Oregon Field 
Ornithologists, 6873 S.W. Montauk Circle, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035, (503)620-5105-

- 8-12 June 1993, American Ornithologists' 
Union, 111th stated meeting at the University 
of Alaska at Fairbanks. Edward C. Murphy, 
Institute of Arctic Biology, University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks, AK 99775-0180; Robert H. Day, 
Alaska Biological Research, Inc., P.O. Box 
81934, Fairbanks, AK 99708. 

- 17 December 1993 - 3 January 1994, 
inclusive, 94th Christmas Bird Count. Na
tional Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, 
New York, NY 10022. 

- 21-26 June 1994, American Ornitholo
gists' Union, Cooper Ornithological Society, 
and Wilson Ornithological Society, 1994 joint 
annual meeting at the University of Montana, 
Missoula, MT. 

- 21-27 August 1994, XXI International 
Ornithological Congress, Vienna, Austria. 
Interconvention, A-1450, Vienna, Austria. 

- 19 December 1994 - 4 January 1995, 
inclusive, 95th Christmas Bird Count. Na
tional Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, 
New York, NY 10022. 

- 18 December 1995 - 3 January 1996, 
inclusive, 96th Christmas Bird Count. Na
tional Audubon Society, 950 Third Avenue, 
New York, NY 10022. 

The President's Message 
Tim Shelmerdine, 6873 S.W. Montauk Circle, Lake Oswego, OR97035 

T am Tim Shelmerdine, the current president of Oregon Field Ornitholo-
J-gists (OFO). This is the first column of what I hope wi l l become a regular 
feature in Oregon Birds. 

This column has 2 main purposes: to acquaint our members with the 
activities of the OFO Board and to solicit input from you, the OFO 
members. 

First, what does the OFO Board do? We supervise the publication of 
Oregon Birds, plan the Annual Meeting and Fall Weekend, support the 
Oregon Birds Records Committee, and distribute (and sometimes print) a 
variety of publications in the OFO Bookcase. Specifically, we are making 
arrangements for next year's Annual Meeting (4-6 June 1993 at Malheur 
Field Station); discussing sites for the 1994 Annual Meeting (input 
welcomed); working at increasing ties with local birding clubs; attempting 
to increase membership; and publishing an interesting project, a combina
tion of bird distribution maps and checklists for every county in the state. 
All in all, this is a very exciting time to be on the Board! 

Like most organizations, we function somewhat in a vacuum. While 
we do get some input at the Annual Meeting, we must often guess at the 
needs and wishes of our members. The direction that OFO should be taking 
is an item debated at every board meeting. We are a small organization of 
a little more than 400 members, and one that has members not only 
throughout Oregon, but also in many other states. What role should OFO 
play in the lives of its members? At present, most members experience OFO 
only through the pages of Oregon Birds. Is this sufficient' I invite your 
comments, concerns, and kudos. Please write to me at the above address 
or c/o OFO, P.O. Box 10373, Eugene, OR 97440 — if you have anything 
you wish to share with me or the Board. 

Finally, I 'd like to close with a couple of acknowledgments. I am very 
grateful to Sheran Jones for her willingness to organize our Fall Weekend 
at the Malheur Field Station. She did another fine job this year. Joe Evanich 
also deserves thanks for the superb representation of a Hermit Warbler on 
our new T-shirts, as well as the printing of these shirts. Anyone interested 
in purchasing one can order it from the OFO. Bookcase. I'd also like to 
thank ex-President David Anderson and ex-Board members Howard Sands 
and Barbara Griffin for their commitment to OFO. Our organization can 
continue to function smoothly only with the contribution of time and 
energy by members such as these. 

Good birding! 
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Tie Washington, Oregon, and California population of the Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus marmoratus) was 
listed as a threatened species by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in a rule published 1 October 1992. Reference: Federal 

Register57(.19l): 45328. The Marbled Murrelet is threatened by the loss and modification of nesting habitat (older forests) primarily 
because of commercial timber harvesting, according to the FWS. It is also threatened from mortality associated with current gill-
net fishing operations off the Washington coast and the effects of oil spills. The listing went into immediate effect, and brings 
the Marbled Murrelet under the protection of the Endangered Species Act. For a copy of the rule, and for more information, contact 
Russell D. Peterson, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Portland Field Office, 2600 S.E. 98th Avenue, Suite 100, 
Portland, OR 97266, (503)231-6179. Here is an excerpt from the "supplementary information" published with the rule (citations 
omitted and text lightly edited): 

Determination of Threatened Status for the Washington, Oregon, and 
California Population of the Marbled Murrelet 

The Marbled Munelet (Brachyram-
phus marmoratus) is a small seabird of 
the Alcidae family. It was first described 
i n 1789 by Gmelin as Columbus 
marmoratus, but in 1837 Brandt placed 
it under the genus Brachyramphus. The 
North American subspecies (B. m. 
marmoratus) ranges from the Aleutian 
Archipelago in Alaska, eastward to Cook 
Inlet, Kodiak Island, Kenai Peninsula, 
and Prince William Sound, southward 
coastally throughout the Alexander Ar
chipelago of Alaska, and through British 
Columbia, Washington, Oregon, to cen
tral California. Some wintering birds are 
found in southern California. A separate 
subspecies (B. m. perdix) is present in 
Asia. 

Marbled Murrelets feed primarily on 
fish and invertebrates in near-shore ma
rine waters. The majority of Marbled 
Munelets are found within or adjacent to 
the marine environment, although there 
have been detections of Marbled Munelets 
on rivers and inland lakes. Marbled 
Murrelets spend the majority of their lives 
on the ocean and come inland to nest, 
although they visit some inland stands 
during all months of the year. Marbled 
Munelets have been recorded up to 80 
kilometers (59 miles) inland in Washing
ton, 56 kilometers (35 miles) inland in 
Oregon, 37 kilometers (22 miles) inland 
in northern California, and 18 kilometers 
(11 miles) inland in central California. 
However, Marbled Murrelets are not 
evenly distributed from the coast to the 
maximum inland distances, with higher 
detections being recorded closer to the 
coast. Researchers found, that over 90 
percent of all observations were within 
60 kilometers (37 miles) of the coast in 
the northern Washington Cascades. In 
Oregon, Marbled Murrelets are observed 
most often within 20 kilometers (12 miles) 
of the ocean. Marbled Munelets are semi-
colonial in their nesting habits, and si
multaneous detections of more than one 
bird are frequently made at inland sites. 
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Nesting Marbled Munelets are often ag
gregated. For example, two nests discov
ered in Washington in 1990 were located 
only 46 meters (150 feet) apart. 

Marbled Murrelets do not reach sexual 
maturity until their second year. Like 
other alcids, adult Marbled Munelets pro
duce 1 egg per nest. Alcids typically have 
a variable reproductive rate (not all adults 
may nest every year), and Marbled 
Munelets exhibit this same trend. Adult/ 
juvenile ratios from counts along the 
central Oregon coast indicated a recruit
ment rate of less than 2 percent per year 
over the past 4 years. 

Adult Marbled Munelets lay 1 egg on 
the limb of an old-growth conifer tree. 
Nesting occurs over an extended period 
from mid-April to late September. Incu
bation lasts about 30 days and fledging 
takes another 28 days. Both sexes incu
bate the egg in alternating 24-hour shifts. 
Flights by adults are made from ocean 
feeding areas to inland nest sites most 
often at dusk and dawn. The adults feed 
the chick at least once per day, carrying 
1 fish at a time. The young are altricial, 
and remain in the nest longer than young 
of most other alcids. Before leaving the 
nest, the young molt into a distinctive 
juvenile plumage. Fledglings appear to 
fly directly from the nest to the sea, rather 
than exploring the forest environment 
first. 

In California, Oregon, and Washing
ton, Marbled Munelets use older forest 
stands near the coastline for nesting. 
These forests are generally characterized 
by large trees (>80 centimeters (32 inches) 
dbh), multistoried stand, and a moderate 
to high canopy closure. In certain parts of 
the range, Marbled Munelets are also 
known to use mature forests with an old-
growth component. Trees must have 
large branches or deformities for nest 
platforms. Marbled Munelets tend to nest 
in the oldest trees in the stand. 

Twenty-three tree nests have been 
located in North America; 5 in Washing

ton, 7 in Oregon, 4 in California, 2 in 
British Columbia, and 5 in Alaska. All 16 
of the nests found in Washington, Or
egon, and California were located in old-
growth trees that ranged in diameter at 
breast height (dbh) from 88 centimeters 
(38 inches) to 533 centimeters (210 inches) 
with a mean of 203 centimeters (80 
niches). Nests were located high above 
ground and usually had good overhead 
protection; such locations would allow 
easy access to the exterior of the forest. 
Nest sites were located in stands domi
nated by Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii) in Oregon and Washington, 
and in old-growth redwood (Sequoia 
sempervirens) stands in California. Nests 
were mostly placed in older Douglas-fir 
trees within these stands. 

It is difficult to locate individual nests 
for a species that may only show activity 
near its nest one time per day, and may 
do so under low light conditions. There
fore, occupied sites or suitable habitat 
become the most important parameters 
to consider when evaluating its status. 
Active nests, egg shell fragments oryoung 
found on the forest floor, birds seen 
flying through the forest beneath the 
canopy, birds seen landing, or birds 
heard calling from a stationary perch are 
all strong indicators of occupied habitat. 
Biologists have' documented 154 occu
pied sites in the Oregon Coast Ranges, all 
in old-growth forests or mature forest 
stands with an old-growth component. 

Marbled Murrelets more commonly 
occupy old-growth forests compared to 
mixed-age and young forests in Califor
nia, Oregon and Washington. In Califor
nia, the species is restricted to old-growth 
redwood forests in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
San Mateo, and Santa Cruz Counties. In 
surveys of mature and second-growth 
forests of California, Marbled Munelets 
were only found in these forests where 
there was nearby old-growth, or where 
residual older trees remained. Munelets 
were absent from 80 percent of the 



second-growth forests examined. In north
west Washington, Marbled Murrelets are 
mostly found at old-growth/mature sites. 
In Oregon, Marbled Munelets occupy 
stands dominated by larger trees (averag
ing greater than or equal to 82 centime
ters (32 inches) dbh) more often (statisti
cally significant) than those dominated 
by smaller trees. 

Stand size is also an important factor 
for Marbled Munelets. These birds more 
commonly occupy larger stands (greater 
than 202 hectares (500 acres)) than smaller 
stands (less than 40 hectares (100 acres)) 
in California, Marbled Munelets are usu
ally absent from stands less than 24 
hectares (60 acres) in size. Marbled 
Munelets generally do not occur in iso
lated stands of coastal old growth forest 
in California. In Washington, Marbled 
Munelets are found more often when the 
percent of available old-growth/mature 
forests makes up over 30 percent of the 
landscape. Similarly, fewer Murrelets are 
found when clear cut/meadow areas make 
up more than 25 percent of the land
scape. Researchers found that a statisti
cally significant lower number of detec
tions were noted in the highly frag
mented Oregon Coast Range, compared 
to detection rates documented by re
searchers in a less fragmented area in 
northern California. 

Concentrations of Marbled Murrelets 
offshore are almost always adjacent to 
older forests on-shore. Researchers found 
Marbled Murrelets were absent offshore 
where on-shore older forests were ab
sent. Large geographic gaps in offshore 
Marbled Munelet numbers occur in areas 
such as that between central and north
ern California (a distance of 480 kilome
ters (300 miles)), and between Tillamook 
County, Oregon, and the Olympic Penin
sula (a distance of about 190 kilometers 
(120 miles)), where nearly all older forest 
has been removed near the coast. Small 
rafts of Marbled Munelets may be found 
associated with remaining insulated stands 

of older forests (e.g., the Nemah site). 
Historically, records for California 

indicate that Marbled Munelets were 
found "regularly" and were "plentiful" 
along the coast from Monterey County 
north to the Oregon border. Historical 
records of Marbled Munelets also showed 
significant numbers during the nesting 
season near the mouth of the Columbia 
River in Clatsop County, Oregon. Marbled 
Munelets are rarely found in this area, 
where extensive harvesting of older for
ests has also occuned. 

Population size for Marbled Munelets 
is most accurately estimated by counting 
the numbers of birds observed in the 
marine environment. Washington's breed
ing population is estimated to be a maxi
mum of 5000 birds. The cunent popula
tion estimates for Oregon and California 
are fewer than 1000 pairs and about 2000 
birds, respectively. By extrapolating from 
known population numbers in relation to 
the remaining available nesting habitat, it 
has been estimated that 60,000 Marbled 
Munelets may have been found histori
cally along the coast of California. 

The principle factor affecting the 
Marbled Murrelet in the 3-state area, and 

the main cause of population decline has 
been the loss of older forests and associ
ated nest sites. Older forests have de
clined throughout the range of the Marbled 
Munelet as a result of commercial timber 
harvest, with additional losses from natu
ral causes such as fire and windthrow. 
Most suitable nesting habitat (old-growth 
and mature forests) on private lands 
within the range of the subspecies in 
Washington, Oregon, and California has 
been eliminated by timber harvest. Re
maining tracts of potentially suitable habi
tat on private lands throughout the range 
are subject to continuing timber harvest 
operations. Mortality associated with oil 
spills and gill-net fisheries (in Washing
ton) are lesser threats adversely affecting 
the Marbled Murrelet. 

0 
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Bird Feeding: Boon or Bane? 
Does the extra food we provide help some species to increase in numbers at 
the expense of others? 
Cornell Laboratory Of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, NY 14850, (607)254-2414 

Are people who feed birds unwittingly 
causing the decline of migratory bird 
populations? According to Project 
FeederWatch, a winter bird feeding sur
vey sponsored by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, the answer seems to be 
"No." 

Concern for migratory birds has been 
mounting in recent years. Surveys sug
gest that many populations have de
clined seriously over the past decade. In 
his recent book, Where Have All the Birds 
Gone?, ornithologist John Terborgh dis
cusses the possible causes. 

He mentions deforestation on the 
neotropical wintering grounds and frag
mentation of breeding habitat in North 
America, which most biologists agree are 
the main problems. But he suggests that 
bird feeding may be a worry as well. He 
wonders whether feeders may be caus
ing increases in birds such as Brown-
headed Cowbirds, which are nest para
sites, or Blue Jays, which are notable nest 
robbers. If so, he reasons, then bird 
feeding may be inadvertently contribut
ing to the declines of many forest-dwell
ing species, such as warblers and vireos, 
that never even visit feeders. 

To examine this possibility, Cornell 
ornithologist Erica H . Dunn turned to 
information from Project FeederWatch as 
well as data from the Breeding Bird 
Survey (BBS), a continent-wide survey of 
bird numbers in spring. She used the 
FeederWatch data to determine which 
feeder species are most widespread in 
North America, and the BBS data to leam 
which of them had been increasing and 
which had been decreasing during the 
past 25 years. 

Surprisingly, she discovered that 70 
percent of the most widespread feeder 
birds showed significantly declining popu
lations. These included not only the nest-
robbing Blue Jay, but also nest-site com
petitors such as the European Starling 
and House Sparrow, as well as several 
other species often considered "pests." 
The Brown-headed Cowbird also de
clined, although not as much as many 
others. These findings don't mean these 

species are not hurting migratory birds 
through their predatory or parasitizing 
actions, but it does suggest that feeding 
them is not increasing their populations. 

These observations raise another 
question: Is bird feeding bad for bird 
populations? Are species such as the Blue 
Jay being hurt by the practice? 

Probably not. Most of the declining 
feeder species belong to groups that are 
declining as a whole — even though 
some species in those groups don't visit 
feeders. These include mimids (thrashers 
and mockingbirds), towhees, certain 
blackbirds, and spanows — birds that 
nest primarily in grassland or shrub habi
tats, which are also declining. 

Bird feeding may harm some spe
cies, however. One study in England-
showed that regular feeding induced 
some Blue Tits and Great Tits to nest in 
suburban areas rather than their natural 
habitat, deciduous woodland. The sub
urban nesters showed very poor repro
ductive success because natural foods, 
especially the insects needed to feed 
nestlings, were in short supply. We don't 
know whether Blue Jays are responding 

to feeding by nesting in suburbia, only to 
suffer insupportable predation by cats 
and raccoons. We do know that Ameri
can Robins, which often nest in suburbia, 
are showing population increases na
tionwide. 

Conclusive evidence for the effects 
of bird feeding on bird populations awaits 
more detailed studies of each species. 
Meanwhile, bird feeding does not seem 
to cause increases in most of the species 
that frequent feeders, including "pest" 
species. 

If you feed birds in your backyard 
and you'd like to contribute to an interna
tional effort to monitor bird populations, 
now is the time to sign up for the 1992-
93 FeederWatch season. Participants re
ceive a complete instruction packet, data 
forms, and a subscription to FeederWatch 
News, a biannual newsletter that covers 
not only FeederWatch results but bird 
feeding tips, notes on feeder bird behav
ior, and more. For information on how to 
join, write to: Project FeederWatch, Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods 
Road, Ithaca, New York 14850, or call 
(607)254-2414. 
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Oregon's Bald Eagles 
Winter is the best time for watching 

Bald Eagles in Oregon. As many as 1000-
1500 congregate during the wintermonths. 
They are less secretive and more gregari
ous than during the nesting season, and 
often congregate in open country where 
food — waterfowl, winter- and road-
killed deer and livestock, ground squir
rels, etc. -— is abundant and available. 
Where to go: 

- Lower Columbia River has large 
numbers of eagles from mid-December 
to mid-May, 150+in late-February. Drive 
Hwy 30 between Knappa and Astoria at 
low tide and scan the mudflats, posts, and 
pilings with binoculars or spotting scope. 
Also visit Sauvie Island where eagles are 
abundant from November-April. The 
peak there is at the end of December 
when as many as 30 have been counted. 

- Klamath Basin has 500-900 eagles 
in mid-February and eagles are abundant 
December through March. Visit Tulelake 
and Lower Klamath National Wildlife 
Refuges and Klamath Wildlife Manage
ment Area for detailed directions to areas 
of cunent use. 

- Hamey Basin has 150-200 eagles in 
late February or early March. Bald Eagles 
are present February to mid-April. Drive 
H w y 20 east from Burns towards 
Buchanan and scan the meadows and 
flooded fields on both sides of the road 
with binoculars or spotting scope. Ex
plore other roads in the Basin and visit 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. 

- Upper Crooked River has 100+ 
eagles at the peak (late-February to mid-
March). Eagles are present from mid-
January to late-March. Drive State Hwy 
380 between Prineville Reservoir and 
Paulina. Scan the meadows on both 
sides of the road, especially mileposts 36-
45. 

- John Day River is cunently the 
subject of a wintering bald eagle study 
conducted by the Oregon Cooperative 
Wildlife Research Unit, Corvallis. Counts 
from early December 1991 to late January 
1992 have ranged from 10-39 eagles. 
Drive Hwy 26 from Prairie City west to 
Picture Gorge, then take State Hwy 19 to 
Service Creek. Scan ponderosa pines, 
cottonwoods, and power poles. 

Please - don't disturb the eagles! Stay 
in or near your vehicle. Thanks! This 
information supplied by Oregon Eagle 
Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box l6 l6 , Kla
math Falls, OR 97601. 

Finding Bald Eagles in Oregon is a 
tad easier with The Audubon Society 
Field Guide to the Bald Eagle. This 50-
page pamphlet details 5 places in Or
egon: (1) Sauvie Island, from November 
to March; (2) Knappa, at the Twilight 
Eagle Sanctuary, from November to May; 
(3) Upper Crooked River, January through 
March; (4) Lower Klamath Basin, Novem
ber to March; and (5) Fort Rock Valley. 
January- through March. Sites in Alaska, 
Washington, and Idaho are included. 
There is a brief introduction to Bald Eagle 
life history, and a listing of sources for 
more infonnation. $4.95 retail. Sasquatch 
Books, 1931 Second Avenue, Seattle, WA 
98101, (206)441-5555. 

"During food squabbles, a Bald Eagle may 
raise its outstretched wings in a threatening 
posture, or it may drape them around its food, 
protecting a contested morsel with a behav
ioral p>ose called 'mantling."' Field Guide to 
the Bald Eagle, pp. 21-22. 

Oregon Birds 18(4): 123, Winter 1992 



FIELDNOTES: Eastern Oregon, Spring 1992 
JoeEvanich, 5026N.E. Clackamas, Portland, OR 97213 

There's really not much to say about 
the weather patterns of Spring 1992 — 
once again, record-breaking high tem
peratures and lack of precipitation sum
marized the general conditions through
out Eastern Oregon. The Harney Basin 
received only 0.72 inches of rainfall dur
ing this 3-month period; last year, they 
had 5.5 inches during the same time 
frame! Normally, the water level of 
Malheur Lake rises during the spring, but 
this year it dropped by 18 inches. These 
serious drought conditions were also 
noted throughout the forested areas of 
Eastern Oregon; many National Forest 
lands were being closed to public use as 
early as mid-May due to the extreme fire 
danger. And as of this writing (15 July), 
there is little relief in sight. 

Loons to ibis 
Common Loons went almost unno

ticed this spring; the only ones men
tioned included one at The Narrows 
(Malheur NWR) on 6 Apr (fideRV)- 3 at 
Haystack Res., Jefferson on 12 Apr (TC); 
and one at Fopiano Res. near Mitchell, 
Wheeler on 18 Apr (LW, PM). A very late 
loon was found at Unity Res., Baker on 25 

Abbreviations used in this report include: 
A.O.U. American Ornithologists Union 

fide reported by 
HQ Headquarters 
Lk. Lake 

m.ob. many observers 
NF National Forest 
NM National Monument 

NWR National Wildlife Refuge 
OBRC Oregon Bird Records Committee 
ODFW Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife 

R. River 
Res. Reservoir 
SP State Park 

WMA Wildlife Management Area 
All county names are italicized. 

May (C & MO). The only numbers of 
Western Grebes reported were small 
groups along the Columbia R. Away from 
their Klamath Basin stronghold, single 
Clark's Grebes were found on a pond 
near the Painted Hills Unit of the John 
Day Fossil Beds NM, Wheeler on 11+ Apr 
(DL, DA, PTS, JE), and on the Columbia 
R. above McNary Dam, Umatilla (date? 
CC, JS). About 1500 American White 
Pelicans were present on Malheur NWR 
as of 31 May, but none are nesting this 

year due to the extremely low water 
levels (fide RV). Extralimital records of 
White Pelicans were received from Ladd 
Marsh WMA, Union on 15-16 May (up to 
3 birds; JW, SR). Two Double-crested 
Cormorants also at Ladd Marsh on 18 Apr 
was another unusual local record (B & 
CD). 

A Least Bittern found at Upper Kla
math NWR on 16 May was a rare but not 
unexpected report (CR). A Green-backed 
Heron was foundatHatRockSP, Umatilla 
on 25 Apr (TG), and another was re
ported without details at Malheur HQ on 
21 May (fide RV). A Great Egret was a 
highly unusual local record at Hermiston, 
Umatilla on 28 May (CC, JS). Cattle 
Egrets were noted again this spring. Up 
to 2 birds were noted near Malheur HQ 
from 11-19 May (CM, Boise Audubon), 
and Northeast Oregon had its second-
ever record of the species when an adult 
was found near Zumwalt, northeast of 
Enterprise in Walloiva on 27 May (J & 
RC). A large mixed nesting colony of 
wading birds (including Great and Snowy 
Egrets, White-faced Ibis, and Black-
crowned Night-Herons) is active again 
this year in Diamond Swamp at Malheur 

Oregon Birds and American Birds have synchronized reporting areas, periods, 
and deadlines. Field reports for eastern and western Oregon are due to the OB 
Regional Editor and AB Regional Editor at the same time. 

Season 
Fall 
Winter 
Spring 
Summer 

Months 
August—November 

December—February 
March—May 
June—July 

Due date 
10 December 
10 March 
10 June 
10 August 

Eastern 
Oregon 

Oregon Birds Regional Editors 
Western Oregon Jeff Gilligan 
— Spring/Fall 

Western Oregon Jim Johnson 
— Winter/Summer 

Eastern Oregon Joe Evanich 

26 N.E. 32nd Avenue 
Portland, OR 97232 
234-5961 
3244 N.E. Brazee Street 
Portland, OR 97212 
335-3103 
5026 N.E. Clackamas 
Portland, OR 97213 
284-4153 

American Birds Regional Editor 
All of Oregon BillTweit P.O. Box 1271 

Olympia, WA 98507 
(206)754-7098 

American Birds Sub-Regional Editors 
Eastern Oregon Tom Crabtree 

Western Oregon Harry Nehls 

Salem area Barb Bellin 

Corvallis area Elzy Ertzroth 

Rogue Valley Marjorie Moore 

1667 N.W. Iowa 
Bend, OR 97701 
388-2462 
2736 S.E. 20th 
Portland, OR 97202 
233-3976 
4730 Elizabeth St. N. 
Salem, OR 97303 
393-0243 
6980 N.W. Cardinal 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
745-7806 
357 Taylor Street 
Ashland, OR 97520 
482-1303 
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NWR, and as of 31 May there were 3 
active colonies of Great Egrets and Great 
Blue Herons nesting in the Harney Basin 
{fide RV). White-faced Ibis numbers are 
above average again this year in the 
Harney Basin, promising another good 
nesting season despite the low water 
levels (RV, HN). About 400 ibis were 
noted near Klamath Falls on 2 May (BK, 
PMe), and much rarer extralimital records 
of the species occuned at Hatfield Lk. 
near Bend, Deschutes from 25 Apr to 8 
May (up to 8 birds; AD, TC, m.ob.); near 
Umatilla NWR, Morrowon 5 May (5 birds; 
CC, JS); at Ladd Marsh WMA on 14 May 
(11 birds; DBr); at the Ukiah sewage 
ponds, Umatillaon 17 May (28birds; CC, 
JS); and near Mt. Vernon, Grant on 20 
May (number? LF). 

Waterfowl to falcons 
Migrant Tundra Swans peaked in 

late Feb and early Mar, and most were 
gone from Eastern Oregon by late Mar. 
There are apparently only 5 pairs of 
Trumpeter Swans nesting at Malheur 
NWR this spring (RV). Many of the Trum
peter Swans released at Summer Lake 
WMA, LakefastfaH and winter wandered 
away from the area; fewer than half of the 
100+ swans remained to winter (fide 
ODFW). The individual that appeared at 
Ladd Marsh WMA during Feb (neckband 
number 'X99') was observed again on 
Fopiano Res. in Wheeler horn 15 Mar to^ 
at least 18 Apr (DL, DA, m.ob.). 

Most migrant "white" geese passed 
through Eastern Oregon from late Feb to 
late Mar, with a few lingering birds noted: 
lone Snow Geese were at Ukiah on 2 May 
(MD) and at Bend on 24 May (TC); and 
late Ross' Geese (singles) were noted at 
Hatfield Lk. from 25 Apr to at least 3 May 
(AD, m.ob.), and near Klamath Falls on 2 
May (BK, PMe). A trip to Malheur NWR 
during early Mar found "large numbers" 
of white geese near Burns, including and 
unspecified number of dark-phased Ross' 
Geese (C & MO). Northward-bound 
White-fronted Geese peaked in Eastern 
Oregon during Mar and Apr; the 3000 
reported near Klamath Falls on 1 Mar was 
the largest number reported (DL). A 
White-front near Wamic, Wasco on 4 Apr 
was a local rarity (DL, PTS). 

Most duck migration was on sched
ule and little seemed noteworthy this 
spring. The extremely low water levels 
and early vegetation growth at Malheur 
NWR resulted in waterfowl nest initiation 
occurring 2 weeks earlier than usual (fide 
RV). An apparent hybrid Mallard X Gad-
wall was observed at Hatfield Lk. on 3 
May (TC). There was something of an 

invasion of Eurasian Wigeon in Central 
Oregon early this spring: 2 males were 
observed at Pelton Dam near Warm 
Springs, Jefferson on 1 Mar (DL, DA); 
another was on a pond north of Madras, 
Jefferson on 28 Mar (BB, JB, PTS); up to 
2 were on Ochoco Res., Crook from 8-15 
Mar (TC, DL, m.ob.); and 2 were on 
Hatfield Lk. on 7 Mar (TC). Eurasian 
Wigeon were also found in their typical 
HoodRiverlocztions during Mar, and one 
was reported in the Harney Basin near 
Bums on 1 Mar (C & MO). The most 
unusual record, however, was the male 
and female that graced Pete's Pond in 
Enterprise for 4 days during Apr (FC, 
m.ob.). A Blue-winged Teal found near 
Hines, Harney on 6 Apr (fide RV) was 
early by about 2 weeks; most others 
arrived on time throughout Eastern Or
egon. 

Greater Scaup continued to flock 
along the Columbia R. well into Mar; 75 
were still present at Rufus and 50 were 
near Mosier, Wasco as late as 21 Mar (DL). 
The 2 Greater Scaup at Fopiano Res. on 
18 Apr (PM, LW) were local rarities. Three 
Harlequin Ducks were found along the 
Grande Ronde R. just west of La Grande, 
Union on 1 May (MH, MW, ODFW). The 
last verified nesting record of Harlequin 
Duck in Northeast Oregon (in the Blue-
Wallowa-Ochoco Mtn. system) was in 
1935; I am aware of only 6 reports of the 
species from this area since 1970. A male 
Surf Scoter was on Upper Klamath Lk. 
on 21 Mar (PTS). A male Red-breasted 
Merganser at the Deschutes R. mouth, 

I Wasco on 14 Mar (SR) probably wintered 
j there, but the adult male on Thompson 

Res., Lake on 18 Apr (CM) was undoubt
edly migrating through. 

Wintering Bald Eagles remained scat
tered throughout Eastern Oregon until 
mid-Apr. A pair of Bald Eagles is nesting 
for the second consecutive year in the 
Malheur NF north of Burns (Harney, fide 
RV). There were only 6 reports of North-
em Goshawks this spring, 2 from Jefferson, 
and one each from Grant, Deschutes, 
Wasco, and Union. An adult BROAD-
WINGED HAWK was briefly observed 
and photographed as it soared over Catlow 
Rim at Roaring Springs Ranch, Harney on 
23 May (DBac, BA, Portland Audubon). If 
accepted by the OBRC, this would be 
only the fourth record of the species in 
Oregon. An estimated 5 pairs of 
Swainson's Hawks are nesting in the 
Harney Basin this spring (RV), and a pair 
that was displaced by Red-tails near La 
Grande was observed scouting out a new 
nest site nearby (fidejW). The last "win
ter" Rough-legged Hawk was found on 6 

Apr near Pilot Rock, Umatilla (ML). Win
tering or migrant Merlins lingered until at 
least 29 Apr at Fossil, Wheeler (TW). An 
immature female Merlin of the coastal 
race, F. c. suckleyi, was observed near 
North Powder, Union on 5 Apr (K & DT). 
A Peregrine Falcon observed flying over 
North Powder on 12 Apr (DT) was the 
only one reported. 

Gallinaceous birds to shorebirds 
Sage Grouse were noted at their 

traditional leks at Horse Ridge east of 
Bend on 18 Apr (25 birds; SR), and at 
Virtue Flats east of Baker City during early 
Apr (up to 15 birds; fide Grande Ronde 
Bird Club). Wild Turkeys were reported 
in Wheeleron 7 Mar (3 birds; DL, ykfeHN) 
and north of Elgin, Union on 16 Apr 
("small flock"; JW). Two or three pairs of 
Red-legged Partridge continued to fre
quent the Ladd Marsh WMA viewpoint all 
spring (fidejW). A pair of Gray Partridge 
near Madras on 4 Apr (CM), and 1 near 
Wright's Point south of Burns on 15 Apr 
(RV) were noteworthy finds. A Northern 
Bobwhite was found at Milton-Freewater, 
Umatillaon 2 May (MD). Mountain Quail 
were found near Spanish Peak in south-
em Wheeleron 28 May (DA), and in the 
Rocky Point area of Upper Klamath Lk. 
on 16 May (CR). 

Up to 5 Yellow Rails were noted in 
their usual haunts near Ft. Klamath on 16 
May (CR). A COMMON MOORHEN was 
reported without details from Malheur 
NWR's Dredger Pond on 1 May (G & LH, 
fide HN); unfortunately, it got away un
verified. Most migrant Sandhill Cranes 
were reported from early Mar to late Apr. 
Noteworthy local records included 3 
cranes at Waterman Flats near Spray, 
Wheeleron 12 Apr (DL, DA, PTS, JE); 90 
over Moro, Sherman on 25 Apr (TS); and 
9 at Miller Island WMA, Klamath on 22 
Mar (PTS). 

There were 23 species of shorebirds 
reported this spring, including some very 
unusual records. Most notable was an 
adult Semipalmated Sandpiper me
ticulously studied at McKay Creek NWR, 
Umatilla on 21 May (CC, JS). This species 
is much rarer during spring than in the 
fall. Other good finds included a Black-
bellied Plover at Harney Lk. on 28 Apr 
(RV, PJ); a single Whimbrel at The 
Narrows (Malheur NWR) on 4 May, and 
up to 4 others at that site on 30 May (CM, 
RV); 3-5 Marbled Godwits at Summer 
Lake WMA on 3 May (ML); single Baird's 
Sandpipers at Hatfield Lk. on 18 Apr (TC) 
and at The Narrows on 22 Apr (CM); up 
to 3 Baird's Sandpipers at The Nanows 
again on 2 May (MD); and 3 Dunlin at that 
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again on 2 May (MD); and 3 Dunlin at that 
same site on 24 Apr (CM). The only 
Snowy Plovers reported included 4 birds 
at Mud Lk. (Malheur NWR) on 26 Apr (GI, 
fide RV), and 4 others at Summer Lake 
WMA on 3 May (ML). Two Long-billed 
Curlews returned to their only known 
breeding location in Jefferson near Warm 
Springs on 25 Apr (LR, fide TC). 

Black-necked Stilt numbers appeared 
to be down this spring, even in their 
Harney Basin stronghold. Noteworthy 
reports included 50 stilts near Hermiston 
on 16 Apr (CC, JS); extralimital records of 
9 at Huston Lk., Crookon 26 Apr (LR); one 
at Fopiano Res. also on 26 Apr (DL, CC); 
and 3 near Pelton Dam on 17 May (TC). 
American Avocets seem to be faring 
better than the stilts this season, and small 
numbers were noted near Hermiston on 
5 Apr (CC, JS); at Hatfield Lk. on 17 May 
(TC); and near Wamic on 23 May (DL). 

Gulls to woodpeckers 
Franklin's Gulls are in good numbers 

again this year in the Hamey Basin; most 
are nesting in Diamond Marsh at Malheur 
NWR (fideRV). A lone migrant Franklin's 
Gull at Umatilla on 28 May (CC, JS) was 
an excellent find. Three adult Herring 
Gulls, an adult Glaucous-winged Gull, 
and a Thayer's Gull were all good finds 
along the lower Deschutes R. on the 
Wasco-Sherman border on 3 Apr (CM). 
Another adult Herring Gull was noted 
along the Umatilla R. west of Pendleton 
on 28 Mar (CC, JS). An adult Glaucous-
winged Gull was reported from Hatfield 
Lk. on 16 May (TC, fide HN). A single 
Common Tern was found at McKay Creek 
NWR on 21 May (CC, JS). 

A very tame (possibly ill?) Band-
tailed Pigeon frequented a yard outside 
North Powder from 4-6 May (K & DT); 
this species is noteworthy anywhere east 
of the Cascades. At least one pair of Great 
Gray Owls is nesting in the traditional 
Spring Creek area of Union (DL, CC, 
m.ob.), and another was found near the 
Klamath Forest NWR on 5 May (D & EP). 
Four Long-eared Owls were heard call
ing at Umatilla NWR on 28 Apr (CC), and 
one was found at Malheur NWR's Knox 
Pond on 23 May (fideRV). The 3 North
ern Saw-whet Owls heard near Flora, 
Wallowa on 22 Mar (CC) were the only 
ones reported. There were no reports of 
Boreal Owls this spring. An extremely 
early Common Nighthawk was reported 
on 29 Apr at Malheur NWR's P-Ranch 
(fideRV); this is almost a full month early 
for the species in Oregon. A Common 
Poorwill was captured in a hangar at the 
Hermiston Airport on the early date of 30 

Mar (CC) — could this have been an 
individual that hibernated locally? 

Hummingbirds were rarely reported 
this season. Aside from the typical Rufous 
and Calliope, there were single Black-
chinned Hummers found atHines, Harney 
on 8 May (PJ); at Mitchell on 9 May (DL, 
DA); in La Grande on 9 May (B & CD); at 
B e n d o n l l M a y (TC); and near Andrews, 
Harney on 24 May (GL). There were no 
reports of Broad-tailed Hummers this 
spring. 

Black-backed Woodpeckers contin
ued to be reported from the recent burns 
near Joseph, Wallowa on 23 Mar (2 
males; CC, JS), and west of Bend on 27 
Mar (a female; ML). Up to 4 Black-backs 
were present in the Spring Creek area of 
Union on 5 Apr (ML), and a female bird 
suspected of nesting was near the Bear 
Creek Ranger Station, Wasco on 5 May 
(CC, JS). Two "pure" Red-breasted Sap-
suckers were also at Bear Creek Ranger 
Station on 11 Apr (SR). A Pileated Wood
pecker reported at Black Butte Ranch on 
16 Mar (MA, fide TC) was considered a 
rare find for Deschutes. 

Flycatchers to vireos 
Least Flycatchers returned to Clyde 

Holliday SP, Grant in mid-May; at least 3 
birds (including a very territorial pair) are 
present this year (TW, fide Grant Co. Bird 
Club). Single migrant Leasts were also 
found at Fields, Harney on 27-29 May 
(GL, JG), and at Roaring Springs Ranch 
on 29 May (JG, TC, fideHN). The Least 
Flycatcher now occurs with enough regu
larity in Eastern Oregon every spring that 
it should probably be removed from the 
OBRC's review list. A Gray Flycatcher 
observed at Tygh Valley, Wasco on 28 
Apr (DVB, TJ) was at the northwest edge 
of the species' range in Oregon. The 3 
Purple Martins reported at Camp 
Sherman, Jefferson on 15 Apr was an 
outstanding find (LR, fide TC) — this 
species occurs regularly in Eastern Or
egon only along the Columbia R. below 
Hood River, and very locally in southern 
Klamath. Scrub Jays continue to make 
the news. In addition to all those men
tioned in the previous fieldnotes (Winter 
91-92), up to 3 were first reported at 
Lower Dam near Warm Springs on 27 
Mar (BB, PTS, m.ob.). According to the 
local residents, these jays were present all 
winter; at least one observer noted that 
they were of the bright Western Oregon 
race (JE). 

At least 1 pair of Blue-gray Gnat-
catchers (and possibly up to 5 different 
birds) was discovered at Cyrus Springs in 
the Crooked River National Grassland, 

fefferson on 26 Apr (JO, JCr, m.ob.). A 
male and female were showing a very 
close pair bond and were highly sus
pected of nesting in the vicinity; sightings 
continued up to late May. A singing 
Northern Mockingbird at Summer Lake 
on 22 Mar was the only one reported this 
spring (JCor, fide HN). A single Gray 
Catbird found at Malheur HQ on 31 May 
(GL, JG, TC) was the only extralimital 
report of the species. A male 
PHAJNOPEPIA was reported without 
details from Fields on 27 Apr (MB, MS, 
fideRV). Once again, there was a rash of 
unsubstantiated Hutton's Vireo reports 
from Eastern Oregon; no details were 
submitted and most were not even treated 
as unusual finds by the observers. The 
Hutton's Vireo is an extremely'rare visitor 
east of the Cascades (probably only 5-10 
legitimate records total), and any sightings 
should be supported with exhaustive 
details. A dull gray Solitary Vireo of the 
Rocky Mountain race (V. s. plumbeus) 
was photographed near Frenchglen, 
Harney on 25 May (GL, JG, HN). This 
race, very rarely reported in Oregon, will 
most likely be elevated to full species 
status by the A.O.U. in the near future. 

Warblers to finches 
It was an average spring for vagrant 

warblers; nearly all species of note were 
found at Malheur NWR or at Fields. The 
most outstanding find, however, was an 
adult BLUE-WINGED WARBLER ob 
served on 18 May at a rest area 10 miles 
west of Bums on Hwy. 20 (KC). This bird 
was studied for about 10 minutes, and a 
detailed report was submitted to the 
OBRC There are only 2 other reports of 
Blue-winged Warbler for Oregon, and 
both were single-observer sight records 
as well. An adult male HOODED WAR
BLER appeared briefly at Malheur HQ on 
31 May (DVB, OS, GL, m.ob.); photos 
were obtained, but the bird apparently 
could not be relocated. If accepted by the 
OBRC, this would be Oregon's sixth 
record of Hooded Warbler. 

- There were 4 reports of single Black-
and-White Warblers, all from Harney as 
expected; dates ranged from 16-24 May 
(PJ, RV, R & JK, m.ob.). Three different 
NORTHERN PARI LAS were found: a 
female at Malheur HQ on 22-23 May (CC, 
JS, m.ob.); a male at Roaring Springs 
Ranch on 25 May (GL, JG, m.ob.); and 
another male at Malheur HQ on 29 May 
(TC, JG, m.ob.). Two CHESTNUT-SIDED 
WARBLERS were reported — one at 
Malheur HQ on 13 May (EN, fide HN), 
and another at Roaring Springs Ranch on 
30 May (TC, JG, m.ob.). Single MAGNO-

Oregon Birds 18(4): 126, Winter 1992 



OA WARBLERS (possibly the same indi
vidual) were reported from Fields on 22 
May (KI, HH, RH) and on 27 May (JG, 
GL). Single adult male BIACKPOLL WAR
BLERS were found at Malheur NWR on 
8 May (Benson Pond; BM) and on 19 May 
(HQ; MG, MSm). The typical small num
bers of American Redstarts were reported 
migrating through Hamey; single first-
year males were at Fields and at Malheur 
HQ on 27 May (GL. JG, m.ob.), and again 
at Malheur HQ on 29 *May (TC). 

A second-year SUMMER TANAGER 
was studied at leisure in DeMoss Springs 
County Park near Moro. Sherman on 24 
May (RG); there are only 4 other accepted 
records of this species for Oregon A 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak --.ys -.: - . 
from Malheur HQ on 16 May (Boise 
Audubon). Grasshopper Sparrows were 
noted in their usual haunts near Nye 
Junction, Umatilla on 2 Mar v : ar.d 
up to 50 were noted in the 5en-.ce Butte 
area south of Hermiston on 2 May (CC 
JS). A Swamp Sparrow v. as r-.-r :r.= d 
without details near Worden. Klamath 
on 7 Mar (GL, fide HN). White-Throated 
Sparrows were noted near Lostine, 
Wallowa on 25 Mar (HN a: 
NWR on 2-3 May (MD); at DeMoss Springs 
Park on 8 May (DB); and at Frenchglen 
on 25 May (JG, GL). The Hams Sparrow 
that wintered at Malheur HQ was last 
observed on 12 May (DB). 

Tricolored Blackbirds centime their 
spread through Eastern Oregon. On 11 
Apr, about 10 were noted near the F anted 
Hills Unit of the John Day Ft.<s_ :-.•_•> NM 
(DL, DA, PTS, JE); up to 100 TricoJoreds 
successfully nested near'j . - • May 
(DL). Others were noted near Wamic 
throughout the spring (DL PTS). The 
Tricolored colony along 1-84 near 
Stanfield, Umatilla was active again this 
year as early as 16 Apr: up to 100 birds are 
present there and nesting has been noted 
(CC). An adult male GREAT-TAILED 
GRACKLE was found at the Jefferson 
fairgrounds in Madras on 23 May (GL, JG, 
m.ob.); it remained until at least 25 May 
before disappearing. Even more unusual 
were the 2 male COMMON CRACKLES 
reported this spring — one at the Broth
ers Rest Area. Deschutes on 2 May (DB), 
and the other at the Malheur Field Station 
on 30 May (photos; GL, DVB, JG, m.ob.). 
An adult male BALTIMORE' NORTH
ERN ORIOLE was at Fields on 29 May 
(GL, JG). 

"Several" Purple Finches were re
ported in riparian growth east of Mitchell 
on 26 May (DA); these birds were singing 
and apparently were carefully distin

guished fromCassin's Finches. Red Cross
bills were noted as "well scattered" and in 
good numbers in the Cascades this spring 
(DL, m.ob.), and up to 50 White-winged 
Crossbills were noted at Target Camp
ground near Tollgate, Umatilla on 2 May 
(SC, fide HN). Pine Siskins and Evening 
Grosbeaks were also found in good 
numbers in most mountainous regions. 
An extremely late Common Redpoll 
was reported without details near Unity 
Res. on 27 May (JM, fide HN) — most 
redpolls depart from Oregon by early 
Mar. 

Observers 
David Anderson (DA); Marilyn Ander

son (MA); Bob Archer (BA); Don Baccus 
(DBac); David Bailey (DB); Barb Bellin 
(BB); Jerry Bellin (JB); M. Bower (MB); 
Dave Bronson (DBr); Katherine Carter 
(KC): Jim & Rita Coleman (J & RC); Frank 
Conley (FC); Craig Corder (CC); Jan 
Cornelius QCor); s. Comfeld (SC); Tom 
Crabtree (TC): John Crowell 0Cr); Mike 
Denny (MD); Art Douglas (AD); Bill & 

Chris Dowdy (B & CD); Tom Downs 
(TD); Joe Evanich (JE); Lowell Franks 
(LF); Martha Gannett (MG); Roy Gerig 
(RG); Jeff Gilligan (JG); Tony Greager 
(TG); Mark Henjum (MH); Hendrik Herlyn 
(HH); George & Lisa Hill (G & LH); Rich 
Hoyer (RH); Kamal Islam (KI); Gary Ivey 
(GI); Tim Janzen (TJ); Patricia Jubrias 
(PJ); Rick &Jan Krabbe (R & JK); Brian 
Kruse (BK); MargaretLaFaive (ML); Gerard 
Lillie (GL); Donna Lusthoff (DL); Barry 
McKenzie (BM); Paul Meyer (PMe); Craig 
Miller (CM); J. Millington (JM); Pat Muller 
(PM); Harry Nehls (HN); E. Novak (EN); 
Clarence & Marilyn O'Leary (C & MO); 
Jim Olson (JO); Dale & Elva Paulson (D 
& EP); Lew Rems (LR); Craig Roberts 
(CR); Skip Russell (SR); Owen Schmidt 
(OS); M. Sheehan(MS), Tim Shelmerdine 
(TS); M. Smythe (MSm), Judy Stevens 
(JS); Paul Sullivan (PTS); Karen & Dan 
Thee (K & DT); Dan van den Broek 
(DVB); Rick Vetter (RV); Jim Ward (JW); 
Linda Weiland (LW); Tom Winters (TW); 
M. Wisdom (MW). 

0 

(Above): Magnolia Warbler, 22 
May 1992, Fields, Harney Co. 
OBRC 657092-21D (I.) and 657-
92-21F (r.). Photos/Kamal Islam. 

(Right): Common Grackle, 30May 
1992, Malheur Field Station, 
Hamey Co. Photo/Gerard Lillie. 
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Common Grackle, 30 May 1992, Malheur Field Station, Harney Co. Great-tailed Grackle, 23 May 1992, Madras, Jefferson Co. Fair-
Photo/Gerard Lillie. grounds, Jefferson Co. Photo/Gerard Lillie. 

FIELDNOTES: Western Oregon, Spring 1992 
Jeff Gilligan, 26N.E. 32ndAvenue, Portland, Oregon 97212, (503)231-0971 

Abbreviations 
S.P. (State Park), WMA. (Wildlife 

Management Area), NWR. (National Wild
life Refuge), S.T.P. (Sewage Treatment 
Ponds), m.ob. (multiple observers), et al. 
(and others), SJCR (South Jetty of the 
Columbia River). 
Pacific Loon 

As is typical, the migration past coastal 
points was at times very heavy from 19 
April to the end of the period (Kathy 
Merrifield, et al) . 
Red-necked Grebe 

Two were at Yaquina Head on the 
late date of 31 May (Kathy Merrifield). 
Black-footed Albatross 

60 were seen on a pelagic trip off the 
Columbia R. on 17 May (Bob O'Brien, et 
al) . 
Pink-footed Shearwater 

30 were seen on a pelagic trip off the 
Columbia R. on 17 May. The species was 
unusually common during the winter 
season (Bob O'Brien, et al.). 
Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel 

One was seen from shore on 11 May 
at Brookings (Bill Tweit); 25 were on the 
pelagic trip off the Columbia R. on 17 May 
(Bob O'Brien). 
Leach's Storm-Petrel 

Six were on the 17 May pelagic off 
the Columbia R. (Bob O'Brien). 
Brown Pelican 

As an incident to the "El Nino," the 
species was present in significant num

bers earlier than ever. For example: sev
eral were seen flying north at Brookings 
on 24 April (PS); 9 were at Oceanside, 
Ti l lamook Co., on 3 May (Kathy 
Merrifield); 230 (almost all adults) were at 
the SJCR on 15 May (Harry Nehls); and 41 
were at the mouth of the Rogue R. on 22 
May (Colin Dillingham). 
RED-BILLED TKOPICI5IRI) 

One was seen about 10 miles off 
Tillamook on 23 April (Terry Thomp
son). The observer, who has had previ
ous experience with the species, re
ported that it was seen at close range. He 
saw features including the bright red bill, 
black markings on the back, and long 
white tail streamers. If accepted by the 
OBRC, this wil l constitute the first record 
for the state. A published report without 
details exists for Curry Co. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 

The species' breeding status in west
ern Oregon continues to be a mystery. 
The 3 reports are more than normal and 
give some hope that small colonies per
sist: 1 was at Basket Slough NWR on 20 
May (Roy Gerig); 2 were at the mouth of 
the Chetco R. near Brookings on 25 April 
(Paul Sullivan); 3 roosted in Alice Parker's 
yard in Roseburg from 27 April into early 
May. 
White-faced Ibis 

Up to 8 were at the Forest Grove STP 
8-12 May (Paul Sullivan); up to 17 were 

near Tillamook 16-17 May (Harry Nehls, 
Joe Evanich, Bing Wong); one was near 
Amity (Yamhill Co.) on 18 May (Barb 
Bellin). 
Trumpeter Swan 

One was seen at Sauvie I . on 21 
March (Joe Evanich); another was at the 
E.E. Wilson WMA, Benton Co., from 30 
April to 10 May (Hendrik Herlyn—good 
details). 
Greater White-fronted Goose 

Migrant flocks were noted over the 
central Cascade Mts. from 11 April through 
29 April (Matt Hunter). Birds from the 
Central Valley of California apparently go 
to the Klamath Basin before cutting over 
the central Cascades enroute to the coast 
during their northward migration. 
Ross' Goose 

The species is always rare west of the 
Cascades. Two were at Finley NWR on 28 
March (Kent and Sharon Rodecap). 
Emperor x Canada Goose hybrid 

A bird that was probably of this mix 
was at Finley NWR on 8 March, and 
relocated by Hendrik Herlyn on 11 March. 
(Black) Brant 

One was a rarity at the inland loca
tion of Sauvie I . on 13 March (Harry 
Nehls). 
GARGANEY 

The state's second record was a 
breeding plumage drake at the Bay City 
STP, Tillamook Co., from 9 May through 
13 May (Jeff Sohlstrom, Mary Anne 
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Sohlstrom, m.ob., photos). 
Cinnamon Teal 

A drake near Salem on 29 February 
was presumably an early migrant (Kathi 
Crabtree). 
Gadwall 

Five pairs were at Fort Stevens S.P. 
(near Astoria) to the end of the period 
(Harry Nehls). 
Redhead 

One was at Bay City, Tillamook Co.. 
on 12 May (Harry Nehls. Gerard Lillie. Jeff 
Gilligan). and one was at Ekman Lake 
(Lincoln Co.) on 17 May. Both records are 
late for this uncommon visitant to north-
westem Oregon 
Tufted Duck 

A drake was at the Bay City 57? fr t m 
23 to 29 March • D-av.d Bade;.- 5:oct 
Mulligan, Harry Nehls Srterar. ."tries 
The species is a vagrant to the slate 
Black Scoter 

Seven were at Y a chats o n 17 May, 
and 3 immature males were sti i there on 
31 May (Kathy Merrifield). The species B 
very rare in Oregon by the end t : May 
Turkey Vulture 

The first reported from the "X"_̂ _~ ere 
Valley was one near Corvallis on I March 
(Marty Campbell). 
Black-shouldered Kite 

A pair unsuccessfully attemtoteo t : 
nest near the Astoria Airport Ml-:e 
Patterson). A pair fledged 4 v t tang mlar. d 
in Lane Co. (Wayne M o r r o w One was at 
Brookings on 25 April (Paul Snferan). 
Two were near Tillamook an 9 May (a 
date which may indicate bleeding) (Mary 
Anne Sohlstrom, Jeff Sohlstrom). One 
was in Hnn Co. on 22 May1 Greg Gilson). 
One was near Newpt n an 21 April 
(Robert Olson). 
Red-shouldered Haw k 

An adult was at rem Ridge Res. on 8 
March (Tom Michel Alison Michel). One 
was at Brookings ; r t : May'.David Bailey). 
Sandhill Crane 

A possible breeding pair were at 
Diamond Lake D r-uglas Co.) in May. If 
breeding is confirmed, it would report
edly constitute the first such record for 
the county (Ron Maertz). 
Lesser Golden-Plover (dominica 
type) 

A bird in non-breeding plumage was 
at Basket Slough NWR from 1-5 May (Roy 
Gerig. et al.). 
Black-necked Stilt 

Two at the mouth of the Pistol R. on 
11 May apparently constitutes a first 
county record (Colin Dillingham). 
Greater Yellowlegs 

A group of 150 in a flooded field near 
Tillamook on 20 April is the largest 
concentration that I can recall hearing 
about (Margaret LaFaive). 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
As is usual, small numbers were 

reported from 16 April to 3 May. One with 
Greater Yellowlegs at Ekman L., Lincoln 
Co., on 8 March was unusually early. 
Solitary Sandpiper 

As is typical, small numbers were 
reported from the Willamette Valley and 
coastal locations from 18 April to 3 May. 
Wandering Tattler 

One was at Brookings on the late 
date of 30 May (Colin Dillingham). 
Spotted Sandpiper 

A concentration of 40 at Bay City, 
Tillamook Co.. on 10 May is a very high 
number (Skip Russell). 
U h i m b r e l 

One made a rare inland appearance 
at FirJey NWR on 25 Apri l (Kathy 
MerrifielcL Rich Hoyer, Jr.). Three hun-
dre d in a field near Tillamook on 29 April 
wis an exceptional number (Craig Corder, 
Judy Stevens). 
Long-billed Curlew 

The species is always rare in the 
region. One was inland near Lebanon on 
1 April, and two were at Siletz Bay on 1 
April (Dawson and Bobby Mohler). 
Marbled God wit 

Very rare for the interior, especially 
in spring, was one at Sauvie I . on 29 April 
(David Bailey). Small numbers were scat
tered along the coast in late April and 
early May. 
Ruddy Turnstone 

A count of 175 at Bandon on May 11 
was high but not exceptional for that 
favored location (Bill Tweit). A flock of 86 
just north of the Rogue R. mouth on 11 
May may be the largest concentration 
ever recorded for Curry Co. (Colin 
Dillingham). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 

Two at Tillamook on 10 May (David 
Bailey), and 1 at the Nehalem STP on 13 
May (Harry Nehls, Joe Evanich), were 
good finds for this very rare spring mi
grant. 
Baird's Sandpiper 

The only report of this rare spring 
migrant was one at the Forest Grove STP 
on 17 May (Greg Gilson). 
Pectoral Sandpiper 

The 3 reported were a bit more than 
normal for the spring: 1 on 9 May at the 
SJCR (Mike Patterson), 1 at Lincoln City 
on 12 May (Darrel Faxon, Roy Gerig, Phil 
Pickering, Barb Bellin), and 1 at the 
Forest Grove STP on 17 May (Verda 
Teale, Donna Lustoff, Paul Sullivan, Greg 
Gilson). 
Common Snipe 

Displaying birds were at Finley NWR 
on 10 May (Kathy Merrifield), and at 
Sauvie I . 11 May (Harry Nehls). 

Red-necked Phalarope 
Large numbers were offshore, and at 

times on bays and coastal sewage treat
ment ponds from early May through the 
end of the period. 
Red Phalarope 

Scattered reports were along the 
coast from early May through the end of 
the period. 
Pomarine Jaeger 

One off the Columbia R. mouth on 
17 May was the only report (Bob O'Brien). 
Parasitic Jaeger 

One was at the SJCR on 10 May (Mike 
Patterson), and 2 were there on 20 May 
(Harry Nehls). One was on the pelagic 
trip off Clatsop Co. on 17 May (Bob 
O'Brien), 
jaeger sp. 

50 immatures were 25 miles off Flo
rence on 4 April (Terry Thompson). 
South Polar Skua 

One was about 25 miles off Florence 
on 4 April (Terry Thompson). 
Franklin's Gull 

One was at Tillamook on 6 May 
(Craig Corder, Judy Stevens), and an
other was in full breeding plumage at 
Waldport on 12 May (Danel Faxon, Roy 
Gerig, Phil Pickering, Barb Bellin). 
Heermann's Gull 

As might be expected in an El Nino 
year, the species arrived earlier than 
normal. For example, one was at Waldport 
on 12 May (Barb Bellin, Roy Gerig, Phil 
Pickering, Danel Faxon), and 15 were at 
the SJCR on 15 May (Harry Nehls). 
Sabine's Gull 

The offshore migration began on 8 
April and peaked with 40 birds on 8 May 
(Terry Thompson). Four were seen on 
the pelagic trip off Clatsop Co. on 17 May 
(Bob O'Brien). Twenty seen from Cape 
Blanco on 24 May (Paul Sullivan) was a 
very exceptional event from shore and 
probably resulted from the El Nino con
ditions. 
Common Tern 

A good coastal movement was re
ported along the coast from 13 May to the 
end of the period (Harry Nehls). 
Black Tern 

Two were at Baskett Slough NWR on 
20 May (Roy Gerig). 
Pigeon Guillemot 

Two at Yaquina Head on 1 March 
were the first reported from that nesting 
location. Up to 298 were seen on the 
water from that location on 22 March 
(Kathy Merrifield). 
Flammulated Owl 

One was calling along Salt Creek Rd 
in Jackson Co. on 11 May (Bill Tweit). 
hybrid Spottedx Barred Owl 

The calls of a bird attributed to this 
cross was heard along Salt Creek Rd, 
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singing males were reported from the 
central Cascades after mid-May. At least 2 
of these birds were present at least for 
days. Two of the birds were found by 
Matt Hunter and one by Ron Maertz. I do 
not have additional details regarding these 
occunences. 
Northern Waterthrush 

Two or three were seen along Salt 
Creek in the central Cascades at a regular 
nesting area on 17 May (Matt Hunter). 
Yellow-breasted Chat 

One was singing near the mouth of 
Hunter Creek (Curry Co.) on 11 May (Bill 
Tweit). The species occurs regularly near 
the ocean in that county. Two near 
Roseburg on 27 April were the earliest 
reported (Skip Russell). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Apparently 4 males were reported 
from Curry Co. during the period: one 
was singing near the mouth of Hunter 
Creek on 11 April (Colin Dillingham) (a 
bird on such an early date may have 
wintered locally or elsewhere on the 
west coast); a male was in Brookings on 
17-18 May (Colin Dillingham); what was 
believed to be another male was in 
Brookings on 19 May (Mike and Paula 
Frazier); and one was at another location 
in the county on 20 May (Father Francis). 

Indigo Bunting 
A male visited a Portland feeder 12-

13 May Qoyce Osborne, et al.). 
American Tree Sparrow 

One at Waldport on 1 April (Dawson 
and Bobby Mohler). The species is very 
rare in western Oregon. 
Lark Sparrow 

Four were at a location in the central 
Cascades on 6 May, and 2 were at the 
Tokatee Golf Course on 13 May (Matt 
Hunter). 
Grasshopper Sparrow 

The species is rare in western Or
egon, and not reported every year. One 
was at Baskett Slough NWR on 5-6 May 
(Roy Gerig), andwas still there on 1 l<May 
(Hendrik Herlyn). 
Swamp Sparrow 

A singing male was photographed 
and sound recorded along Salt Creek in 
the central Cascades on 17 May (Matt 
Hunter). The occunence of that species 
so late in the spring is unprecedented in 
Oregon. 
Harris' Sparrow 

A bird that wintered at Waldport was 
still there on 10 May (Jean Weakland). 
Lapland Longspur 

Several reports were received of this 
very scarce spring coastal transient. One 

was at Tillamook on 29 March (Skip 
Russell). One was at the Nehalem STP on 
9 May (Mary Anne Sohlstrom, Jeff 
Sohlstrom). Seven near Yaquina Bay were 
late and unusual. Spring records in Or
egon usually pertain to individual birds 
(Gerard Hllie, Steve Jaggers). 
Tricolored Blackbird 

Ten or so were at the small colony in 
northeast Portland from at least 18 April 
(Margaret LaFaive, et al.). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 

The species is a vagrant to the coast: 
one was at Yaquina Head 17 May (David 
Anderson), and another was in Newport 
on 18May (Lavern Weber, Robert Olson). 
HOODED ORIOLE 

A male visited a feeder on 25-26 April 
near Hunter Creek, Curry Co. (Dorothy 
Sivey, Colin Dillingham). 
Northern Oriole (Baltimore type) 

One was in Brookings on 7 March. 
Northern Oriole (Bullock's type) 

The earliest report from Sauvie I . was 
on 25 April, which is about 2 days earlier 
than normal (Harry Nehls). 

I thank the following sub-regional 
editors for their help: Barb Bellin, 
Colin Dillingham, Hendrik Herlyn, 
Marjorie Moore, Harry Nehls, and Larry 
Thornburgh. 0 
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