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NEWS BRIEFS
• Nominations to the Oregon Bird Records Committee are due by 30
November 1986. Each year 3 of the 9 terms on the OBRC expire. A
short article by the OBRC Secretary elsewhere in this issue gives
details.
• Look for a new publication on birding—Birder's World. It is to be a
quality magazine for birders, they say, and will feature "a good amount
of color." They are looking for articles that may cover a variety of
topics including bird biology, birding sites, and popular articles about
birds and birding. They will print photo essays and will pay for
articles accepted for publication. Write to Birder's World, 52 West
19th Street, Holland, MI 49423.
• Worldwide, there are only 154 abstractors for a publication titled
"Recent Ornithological Literature," published simultaneously by the
American Ornithologists' Union and the British Ornithologists' Union.
ROL supplements The Auk and Ibis, respectively, for each organization. Around 400 journals are abstracted in ROL, including Oregon
Birds—abstracted by your very own editor Owen Schmidt.
• According to the July issue of the NARBA Monthly Newsletter, the
World's leading birder is Norm Chesterfield of Wheatley, Ontario.
Norm has listed 6161 species of the World's 8733 known species Of birds.
The same newsletter carried the item that a female Eurasian Siskin
was seen in June 1986 in Vancouver, British Columbia. The 1985
NARBA "rare bird of the year" was the Flame-colored Tanager in
Arizona. For more information on the North American Rare Bird Alert,
write to Pam and Bob Odear at Bob-O-Link, Inc., P.O. Box 1161,
Jamestown, N C 27282.
• A Western Sandpiper banded in Peru by The Sanderling Project was
seen near Nehalem Bay by Jeff Gilligan and Owen Schmidt on 13 July
1986. After being banded in Peru, the bird migrated to the tundra for
nesting and then appeared in a fair-sized flock of adult Westerns on
return migration. This was the first resighting of a marked Western
Sandpiper from Peru in North America, according to personnel at the
Bodega Bay Laboratory.
The bird had a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service aluminum band and a yellow band with a trailing flag on its
left leg, and on its right leg a green band over a red band. Report all
color-marked shorebirds to the Bird Banding Laboratory, Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD 20708, and to The Sanderling
Project, P.O. Box 247, Bodega Bay, CA 94923.
'

'

b

j
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• Birding by Geiger counter. Migratory birds would be an efficient
vector for radioactive isotopes from the Chernobyl nuclear accident,
according to a news item in a recent issue of Science News.
Italy—where up to 20 million wild birds are hunted and eaten each
year—is considering a ban on bird hunting this year. Birds "downstream" from the Ukraine could be carrying radiation to Europe, the
Middle East, and Africa.
• Oregon birders recognized for their 1984-85 contributions to the Nest
Record Program of Cornell University's Laboratory of Ornithology were
David A. Anderson, Elsie Eltzroth, Patricia A. Larson, Mike Paczolt
(more than 100 nest record cards submitted), Fred Speer, and Ken Voget.
Oregon birders contributing to the Colonial Bird Register were John
Annear and B. Grove, and Gary Ivey, C D . Littlefield, David Paullin,
and Brian Sharp all sent in more than 10 forms. The Nest Record
Program and the Colonial Bird Register are parts of Cornell's Cooperative Research Program. For more information on how you can turn your
birdwatching into scientific data gathering, write to the Program in
care of the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods
Road, Ithaca, N Y 14850.
• The Oregon Chapter of The Wildlife Society gave the Wildlife
Achievement Award for 1986 to Dick Rogers, Manager of Finley Wildlife Refuge and recently coordinator of refuges for Region I of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Dick was cited for numerous contributions to
the wildlife resource. For information on the Oregon Chapter, write to
their Secretary/Treasurer, Charlie Bruce, Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife, Route 5 Box 325, Corvallis, OR 97330-9446.
• Clements' "Birds of the World: A Checklist" is now being revised
into a new edition. Anyone with corrections, comments, or criticisms of
previous editions is invited to contact the author. Commenters are
asked to give complete references for any taxonomic changes. Write to
James F. Clements, 1835 Michael Lane, Pacific Palisades, C A 90272.

the Ornithological Societies
Columbus, O H 43221.

of North

America, P.O. Box 21618,

• All persons interested in the conservation, management, and biology
of herons are urged to become part of the Heron Specialists Group.
Write to James A. Kushlan, Department of Biological Sciences, East
Texas State University, Commerce, TX 75428.
• The Wilson Ornithological Society is looking for a new Editor for
their Wikon Bulletin. The new Editor will start receiving manuscripts
in mid-1987 for issues starting in 1988.
Editor Keith Bildstein is
retiring. Write to Richard C. Banks, Chair of the Publications Committee, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Museum of Natural
History, Washington, D.C. 20560.
• Western Birds, the quarterly journal of Western Field Ornithologists, is also looking for an Editor. It is a volunteer position and takes
15-20 hrs. per week, they say. Applicants should have a general
working knowledge of the distribution of birds and the current state of
field ornithology in western North America. Those who apply should
be prompt and organized, effective at delegating authority to associate
editors and reviewers, and willing to devote time to developing
manuscripts from amateur field ornithologists. Write to Tim Manolis,
Acting WFO President, 3532 Winston Way, Carmichael, C A 95608.
• Birders using personal computers should know about the Newburyport Birders' Exchange. Their latest newsletter describes an ornithological keyword database and a raptor research bibliographical
database, both available for the IBM P C and compatibles. "The
program is well-documented and not copy protected so that an experienced dBASE user can easily customize the program if desired," they
say. For more information, write to them at 31 Plummer Avenue, Newburyport, MA 01950.

• Peters' Check-list of the Birds of the World, a 15-volume project
started 55 years ago by James Lee Peters, is now complete. The last
volume, 650 pages covering the Sylviidae, Muscicapidae, Monarchidae, etc., is available for $75 from the Museum of Comparative
Zoology, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 02138.

• Birders using CB radios should also know about the Newburyport
Birders' Exchange. Their latest newsletter suggests that birders around
the country adopt channel 21 as the bird watchers' channel. They'd
like to register the "handles" of birders everywhere and will publish a
list. Individual membership in the Exchange is $12 per year. Their
address again is 31 Plummer Avenue, Newburyport, MA 01950.

• The XIX International Ornithological Congress held at Ottawa 22-29
June 1986 was the largest ornithological meeting ever held, with 1361
registered members from 61 countries, according to a news item in the
August 1986 issue of Ornithological Newsletter. ON is published by

• Surplus binoculars and field guides are wanted by Peace Corps
volunteers Stephen Brown and his wife. The Browns, on assignment as
environmental educators in Honduras, hold bird observation workshops
for teachers, students, and professionals, and are trying to instill a sense
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of environmental ethics in local residents, according to the June issue of
Portland Audubon Society's Audubon Warbler. To make your donation,
or for more information, write to Claire Puchy, Executive Director,
Portland Audubon Society, 5151 N.W. Cornell Road, Portland, OR
97210.
• Other news from Portland Audubon Society: Two classes on "Birds of
Malheur and the Great Basin" will be taught by Mark Smithl0-14
September and 17-21 September. $75 per person, includes transportation, food, lodging, and instruction. Contact Mark at Portland Audubon
House, 5151 N.W. Cornell Road, Portland, OR, 97210.
Portland
Audubon's Sixth Annual Birdathon in June exceeded their goal of
$15,000, with the help of "celebrity birders" Jonathan Nicholas and
Paul Linnman.
• The North American Waterfowl Management Plan—A Strategy for
Cooperation, has been signed by Canada and the United States. The
plan outlines the efforts that are needed to protect waterfowl habitat,
build up declining waterfowl populations, and enhance waterfowl
research and management. For a copy, write to the Office of Migratory
Bird Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Matomic Building,
Room 536, Washington, D.C. 20240.
• Subsistence harvest of migratory birds in Alaska will be regulated by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, according to an announcement in
the 19 May 1986 Federal Register, 51(96): 18,349. "The goose populations that nest in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta region certainly will
require more restrictive and detailed regulations than other stocks of
birds. * * * Topics most affecting development of proposed regulations
include the following: (1) definition of 'nutritional and other essential
needs'; (2) how birds and eggs taken for subsistence may be used; (3) who
may participate in subsistence hunting of migratory birds and in what
geographic areas; (4) allowable levels of harvest; (5) means of
regulation (methods and means of harvest, seasons, bag limits, etc); and
(6) provisions for enforcement of the regulations." To get on the mailing
list for the rulemaking and the environmental assessment, write to
Robert Leedy, Wildlife Assistance, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99503.
• In another rulemaking, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is
considering changing its permit system related to migratory birds,
including those which govern falconry, raptor propagation and special
purpose activities with those raptors, and which set Federal falconry
standards.
Notice of this action appears at Federal Register 51(99):
18,812, 22 May 1986. "[TJhe FWS has received complaints that the
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 144,1986

present regulations either are too onerous upon those persons who desire
or who do possess raptors for falconry or raptor propagation purposes or
are not sufficiently strict to protect the species. Biological data for
some species of raptors indicate that they are apparently doing well
and may not require the same classes or degrees of regulatory protection
that other species may; the sufficiency and reliability of these data
must be assessed." A draft environmental impact statement will be
available by mid-December. Write to Kathleen King, Enforcement
Specialist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of Law
Enforcement, P.O. Box 28006, Washington, D.C. 20005.
• The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has "opened" Bandon Marsh
N.W.R. in Coos Co. to hunting. In a notice published in the 30 May 1986
Federal Register, 50(104): 19,572, the FWS determined that "opening
Bandon Marsh NWR to migratory game bird hunting and sport fishing
would be in compliance with the Refuge Recreation Act." Migratory
game birds include waterfowl, snipe, doves, and pigeons. The FWS says
that "[hjunting and fishing pressures will be light because the area,
and access to it, are somewhat remote, and most participants would
come from the surrounding lowly populated area. Consequently, it is
anticipated that these activities would result in only minor trampling
of the vegetation which will recover the next growing season." For
more information, write to James F. Gillett, Division of Refuge Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 18th and C Streets N.W., Room
2343, Washington, D.C. 20240.
• The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Hora (CITES) regulates international trade in certain
plant and wildlife species, including most bird species. The Federal
Wildlife Permit Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
published a report of its administration of CITES, according to a notice
in the 13 June 1986 Federal Register, 51(114): 21,633. For a copy, ask for
Report No. PB 86 184447/A5, and send $22.95 ($5.95 microfiche) to U.S.
Department of Commerce, National Technical Information Service,
5285 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22161.
• Bald Eagle biologists are needed to study the effects of boating
traffic on eagle behavior patterns on the Skagit River in Washington
state. Duties include intense behavioral observations from a blind,
censusing from a raft, recreationist interviews, and other things.
Applicants should have a degree in wildlife or related field, and
should be able to demonstrate skills in working with raptors,
behavioral studies, telemetry and videography, white-water boating,
and should enjoy long periods in the rain and cold. Salary is $56/day
plus expenses. Positions are from mid-November 1986 to the end of
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 145,1986

February 1987. Write to Mark V. Stalmaster, 10,000 47th Avenue S.W
Seattle, W A 98146.

DeSante, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, 4990 Shoreline Highway,
Stinson Beach, CA 94970.

• John Shaw, author of The Nature Photographer's Complete Guide t
Professional Field Techniques, offers 2 photography workshops at the
Audubon Canyon Ranch just north of San Francisco 7-13 September and
14-20 September, 1986. Write to John Shaw at 2306 Cannonball Road,
Greensboro, N C 27408.

• The Colonial Waterbird Group will meet in Charleston, South
Carolina, 23-26 October 1986. A symposium on the ecology of storks is
featured.
There will be an organizational meeting of the Heron
Specialists Group. Write to Malcolm Coulter, Savannah River Ecology
Laboratory, P.O. Drawer E, Aiken, SC 29802.

G R A N T S A N D AWARDS

• A National Symposium on Urban Wildlife will take place in Chevy
Chase, Maryland 3-6 November 1986. The theme will be Integrating
Man and Nature in the Metropolitan Environment. Write to Lowell W.
Adams, Program Chairman, Urban Wildlife Symposium, National
Institute for Urban Wildlife, 10921 Trotting Ridge Way, Columbia, MD
21044.

• Raptor research funding is available for projects with a potential to
improve understanding of raptor biology and its ultimate relevance to
the conservation of North American raptor populations. To apply for
the $750 award, submit a brief (less than 6 pages) description of your
research program by 15 October 1986, to Stanley E. Senner, Executive
Director, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association, Rt. 2, Kempton, PA
19529.
• The North American Bluebird Society has 3 grants totalling $5000
for ornithological research on cavity-nesting species with emphasis on
the genus Sialia. Completed applications must be received by 1 December 1986. For guidelines and application materials, write to Theodore
W. Gutzke, Research Committee Chair, P.O. Box 121, Kenmare, N D
58746.
MEETINGS
• Set aside the weekend of 26-28 Sept. 1986, for the Malheur Field
Station. Oregon Field Ornithologists will sponsor a second 1986 meeting that will be field oriented. Details have been mailed out to the
membership. Write to OFO for more information.
• The Cooper Ornithological Society will hold its 56th annual meeting
8-13 September 1986 at the University of California at Davis. Write to
Charles Van Riper III, DES-CPSU, Wickson Hall, University of
California, Davis, C A 95616. A Symposium on management of endangered birds in riparian ecosystems will be held in conjunction with
this meeting. Write to Steve Laymon, Kern River Preserve, P.O. Box
1662, Weldon,CA 93283.
• The Western Bird Banding Association will hold its annual meeting
10-12 October 1986 at the Santa Barbara Natural History Museum,
Santa Barbara, C A . The program will highlight banding demonstrations and workshops and will include field trips. Write to David F.
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 146,1986

• The Raptor Research Foundation will hold its annual meeting at the
University of Horida 21-23 November 1986.
Write to Michael W.
Collopy, Department of Wildlife and Range Science, 118 NewinsZiegler Hall, University of Horida, Gainesville, F L 32611.
• The Pacific Seabird Group will meet 9-14 December 1986 at the
Universidad Autonoma de Baja California Sur, La Paz, Baja
California.
• A symposium on the biology and conservation of northern forest owls
of the world will be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba 3-7 February 1987.
Papers to be included in the proceedings must be submitted by 15 January
1987. Write to Spencer G . Sealy, Department of Zoology, University of
Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 2N2.
• Wilson Ornithological Society will hold its 1987 meeting in Utica,
NY 27-31 May and its 1988 meeting at Rosemont College (near
Philadelphia, PA) 9-12 June.
• A North American Atlas Conference will be held in conjunction with
the A O U meeting in San Francisco in August 1987. Cornell University's
Laboratory of Ornithology is creating a reference collection of all
available information and materials from every atlas project in North
America. For more information on breeding bird atlasing, write to Sally
Sutcliffe, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850. •
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sense while remaining true to the needs of our birder membership. I just
sit back and enjoy it.

SHORT NOTES

The third thing I wanted to do was begin preparations for a new site
. guide to Oregon birding locations. This project is getting underway. We
hope to publish such a guide in 1987.
The fall get-together is being planned by Larry Thornburgh and Barb
Bellin. The Board will soon make plans for next year's annual meeting.

OFO PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Alan Contreras, 1442 E. 18th #6, Eugene, OR 97403

That's all I promised to do, so I'm going to goof off for the rest of my
term of office. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the people of
OFO.

Oregon Field Ornithologists is looking good.
Membership has increased from 170 at the end of 1985 to a mid-1986
total of 285—and rising. This is due to the diligence of a number of
people around the state, especially our Secretary Pam Neumann, who
sent brochures to the ends of the earth, e.g. the Frenchglen Store and
other likely OFO recruiting grounds.
Our brochure has produced many new members, and our principal
product—Oregon Birds—has been of such consistently high quality
that we have every expectation of keeping the members we get and
building on a now-healthy base.
We cannot, however, continue to operate on a fiscal base that was
barely adequate when instituted in 1980. The O F O Board has decided
that in order to ensure the fiscal stability of the organization, basic
dues will be raised to $12 annually beginning in 1987. Prepayment at
the 1986 rates will not be possible except for those who have already
done so prior to the publication of this issue of Oregon Birds.
The new rates will permit us to continue producing a good quality
publication and occasional special publications and services without
wondering if the bills can be paid. Our role as a Board is to provide
this assurance to the membership.
When elected I said I would do 3 things. First, stabilize and increase
membership. That seems well on its way. Second, ensure that Oregon
Birds appears in a timely fashion and is interesting and attractive. I
would love to be able to take credit for that as well, but our Editor,
Owen Schmidt, has produced a publication that is professional in every
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 148,1986

R E Q U E S T F O R O R E G O N BIRD
RECORDS C O M M I T T E E
NOMINATIONS
OFO members are again encouraged to send their nominations for the 3
positions on the OBRC to be vacated at the end of this year. Those
Committee members whose terms expire are Jim Carlson (Eugene), Jeff
Gilligan (Portland), and David Irons (Roseburg).
Terms are for 3 years. In addition to the 3 vacancies on the OBRC, there
are 5 alternate positions which will be filled from the list of nominees.

Nominators are responsible for obtaining the consent of the nominee to
serve if elected. Nominees should be experienced and knowledgeable in
identification of birds and must be members of OFO. Please send
nominations, with the nominee's address and phone number, to the
OBRC Secretary at the address below. Nominations must be received
by the Secretary before 30 November 1986.
Clarice Watson, OBRC
97405

Secretary, 3787 Wilshire Lane, Eugene, OR
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 149,1986

INFORMATION WANTED
I am working on 2 projects and need information:
Inland records of Ruddy and Black Turnstone. Please send all inland
records of both Ruddy Turnstone and Black Turnstone to me. Please
include good location data (include county), dates, observer's name, etc.

shorten appreciably the time lapsing from the end of the count to the
appearance of the Christmas Bird Count issue. * * * We have been able
to incorporate these advancements, happily, without additional cost to
the count participants. Therefore, for the 1986-1987 CBC, the fee of $3
will remain unchanged. * * * The National Audubon Society remains
committed to the C B C as an integral part of the conservation movement
in North America, and our contribution to that effort. Collectively, we
can make a difference!"

Hood River County checklist. I am also compiling a Hood River County
checklist. I need records of the more uncommon species as well as all
nesting records. Anyone who has birded in Hood River County is encouraged to send me their lists. Any and all information will be helpful.

SEND C B C DATES T O
OREGON BIRDS

David A. Anderson, 6203 S.E. 92nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97266,
(503)775-5963

Oregon Birds will print the dates (and other essential information) for
each of Oregon's C B C s in OB 12(4), scheduled to appear in mail-boxes
during the first week of December. Please send this information:

T H E 87th CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT
18 December, 1986 — 4 January, 1987
The 87th Christmas Bird Count will be 18 December 1986 through 4
January 1987. This is a little more than 2 weeks and takes in 3 full
weekends.
Over 38,000 people took part in last year's C B C on a total of 1501 counts,
according to the National Audubon Society. Oregon had 31 counts. The
Horence C B C recorded the highest number of species of any Oregon C B C
last year at 146.

• Name of the Count;
• Name, address, and phone number of the compiler (or other
person to contact); and
• Meeting time and location.
Add whatever other information seems important. Put in a plug for
your Count! This must get to the Editor before the absolute last dropdead date—7 November 1986 (or a little later, depending on how it's
going!).
Oregon Birds Editor, 3007 N.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97212

An 8-person Task Force was convened in late 1985 by National Audubon
to examine all aspects of the Christmas Bird Count and to make
recommendations on how it could be made more effective and yet remain
economically viable. The Task Force has submitted a list of suggestions, many of which will be implemented for the next CBC, according to
National Audubon.
According to a news release from Audubon, "We are in the process of
designing a new compiler's reporting form, and it will include many of
these recommendations. * * * We have also set in motion new systems,
using computers for the first time in the count's 86 years, that will
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3):150,1986
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In Menwriam
Mark C. Koninendyke

Oregon lost one of its most avid and amiable birders on 31 May 1986,
when Mark Koninendyke died in an automobile accident near Sisters,
Oregon. He was on his third consecutive weekend birding trip to
Malheur N.W.R.

Upon hearing the news of Mark's accident, Steve Heinl mentioned that
Mark was one of the more congenial people to bird with in the state.
He was good company, enthusiastic. His last major trip was to the Rio
Grande Valley with Eric Pozzo and me in late April 1986. We all had
a good time. Whether it was plunging through the thorny mesquite at
Rancho Santa Margarita, or an all-night drive with David Irons to
Monterey, California, in search of a Swallow-tailed Gull, Mark went
for it with great gusto.
In addition to Texas, Mark birded Arizona, Alberta, British Columbia,
California, and several Rocky Mountain states. Although he never
published his state list, my best reconstruction of it is about 360. His
most recent new state bird was the Bay-breasted Warbler at Malheur
N.W.R. headquarters on 25 May, the last time most of us saw him.
My last mental picture
of him is of a person
who was very happy.
Mark's many birding
friends remember him
as a caring, genuine guy.
We miss him.

Mark was born 28 April 1951 and was a lifelong resident of Portland.
We extend our deepest regrets to his mother Marion Koninendyke and
his 2 children Amy and Joshua.
Mark started birding in the mid-1960s, a period when birding was
begining to take form as we know it today. His early field trips were to
the marshes and farm country of north Portland and Sauvie Island, and
to Portland's wooded hills. When "accidentals"—a term seldom used
now—were considered a once or twice-in-a-lifetime happening, he and
Harry Nehls came up with Oregon's first Yellow-billed Loon (in
Clatsop Co.) and what at the time seemed an almost impossible Claycolored Sparrow near Fields (Harney Co.). In fact, he and Harry were
the first birders I know of to have recognized Fields, as well as some of
the other now well-known locales in Harney Co. and elsewhere in
eastern Oregon, as hotspots.
Mark, Randy Wright, Ron Klein, Sterling Anderson, and I frequently
birded together as teenagers, often piling into a Hillman Minx for a trip
to the south jetty of the Columbia River, when the shorebird ponds
were only a sandy wash. Or walking dawn-to-dusk on Sauvie Island.
Some of my favorite birds from those days of birding with Mark were a
Rough-legged Hawk on Sauvie Island (then a rare visitant west of the
Cascades—it was only the second Island record), and a strange finch at
Sterling's feeder interrupting a game of Risk that turned out to be the
first North American record on the West Coast south of Alaska for the
Brambling.
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f

JeffGilligan, 26 N.E.
32nd Avenue, Portland,
OR 97232

Photo by Harry Nehls
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Mark C. Koninendyke
On Saturday 24 May 1986, Mark Koninendyke showed me a Least Flycatcher at Malheur N.W.R. As always, he went out of his way to try to
help me find the right spot. The next day, after most birders had left
Malheur N.W.R. headquarters, Mike Patterson found a Bay-breasted
Warbler. The last time I saw Mark was when I dashed back to the
Field Station to let him know about the warbler. One week later Mark
died in a car wreck on his way back to Malheur.
Over the years Mark filled a special place in the hearts and minds of
Oregon birders. He was the essential helpful birder—his competitive
spirit was always subsidiary to his desire to have a good birding
experience and help others do the same. I cannot count the number of
times he and I ran into each other on some mudflat or at some mosquitoridden desert oasis, but whatever the occasion, he helped me to
maintain a certain perspective on birding.
Birding was his chief hobby and is mine. It fills an important spot in
my life, but it is not all of my life. Whenever I decide in years ahead to
take a leisurely stroll down a beach instead of running to the far end, I
will reflect part of what Mark meant to me. Let his life, and the
simple, fundamental joys of birding that he shared with all who knew
him, be his legacy to those who carry on with the birders' spirit.
The warbler? I'm told he saw it after we found him that morning. I'm
glad. Sharing a beautiful bird with him on the last day I saw him is a
special joy, a fitting good-bye to a very special birder.
Alan Contreras, OFO President, 1442 E. 18th #6, Eugene, OR 97403

Alfred Cooper Shelton, 1892-1985
Alfred Cooper Shelton died of a stroke at his home in Santa Rosa,
California on 7 September 1985. He was 93 years old.

Working with men such as Stanley Jewett, Vernon Bailey, and Alex
Walker, Shelton collected birds and mammals at Spencer Butte near
Eugene, Netarts, Roseburg, Vida, McKenzie Bridge, Frog Camp in the
Three Sisters region of the Cascades, Sisters, and Moody, at the mouth
of the Deschutes River. I n the summer of 1915, he collected in the
Rogue River Valley, principally near Grants Pass and Galice, and in
the summer of 1916, at Oakridge and Crescent Lake.
In 1917 the University of Oregon published his paper, "A Distributional List of the Land Birds of West Central Oregon". This was an important contribution to the literature of Oregon ornithology.
Shelton's specimens are housed in the University of Oregon's Museum of
Natural History, where they comprise over half of the zoological collection. Significant specimens collected by Shelton include the first Redeyed Vireo recorded in Oregon and the first state specimen of the Greenbacked Heron. In 1913 and 1917 he participated on expeditions of the
University of California at Berkeley's Museum of Vertebrate Zool-ogy.
In 1918 Joseph Grinnell named a subspecies of Pika, Ochotona vrinceps
sheltoni, after Shelton in gratitude for his performance on the 1917
expedition to east-central California.
A.C. Shelton enlisted in the United States Army in December 1917. He
did not return to Oregon after his discharge from the service, but instead entered business in Ohio. In 1930 he became New England district
manager for AGFA-Ansco Corporation (later GAF). He combined
He addressed a
vocation and avocation in nature photography.
meeting of the American Ornithologists' Union in 1933, demonstrating
photographic techniques for the naturalist. He was a successful professional photographer, and published 2 books of photographic essays
on Maine and Newfoundland. He retired in 1957, but remained active
with photography and lecturing.
Although Alfred Cooper Shelton was in Oregon for not quite 4 years,
his contributions to an understanding of the distribution on Oregon's
birds were important. With his passing, we have lost one of the last
from a previous era of bird study.
George A. Jobanek, 2730 Alder Street, Eugene, OR 97405

In 1914 the University of Oregon had hired Alfred Shelton as a field
collector. He represented the University on the biological survey of
Oregon that year, a joint venture of the United States Biological Survey, the state fish and game commision, and the state's universities.
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INTRODUCED BIRDS O F OREGON
Joe Evanich, 2524 N.E. Hakey #2, Portland, OR 97232

It has been many years since publication of a thorough compilation of
Oregon's birdlife—Birds of Oregon (Gabrielson and Jewett 1940)—and
since then a number of non-native species have become established.
Many of these species have come to outnumber and even cause a decline
in the population of many native species. A n updated study of the
state's avifauna would be incomplete without including these aliens.
Most exotic species that have proved successful in Oregon have been
unobtrusive and apparently do not compete with native birds and
seldom disturb the state's agriculture.
How often has anyone
complained about Chukar or California Quail in Oregon? Introductions
such as the European Starling or the House Sparrow, on the other hand,
do not support an argument for the release of new species.
For better or for worse, there are 9 introduced bird species which are
successfully maintaining populations in Oregon without assistance. The
status of these 9 species—the Gray Partridge (Perdix perdix), Chukar
(Alectoris chukar), Ring-necked Pheasant
(Phasianus colchicus),
White-tailed Ptarmigan
(Lagopus leucurus), Northern Bobwhite
(Colinus virginianus), Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo), Rock Dove
{Columba livia), European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), and House
Sparrow (Passer domesticus)—make up the bulk of this report.
A few other introductions must be considered differently: the Trumpeter
Swan
(Cygnus
buccinator) and California Quail (Callipepla
califomica), species which were native only to a small portion of the
state but have had their Oregon ranges expanded due to transplanting;
the Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus), an escapee which may soon
join the 9 well-established species on the official state list; and the
Mute Swan (Cygnus olor), always controversial when defining a
"successful" introduction.
Readers will notice a lack of references and footnotes in this article.
This is because so much of the information here is based on unpublished
data or research gained by personal communication with professional
and amateur ornithologists.
I found hard to believe the lack of
adequate records involving introduced birds in Oregon. For example,
both local residents and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife perO R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 156,1986

sonnel in northern Umatilla County have known that Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) have existed there for many years, but
research into Fish and Wildlife records gave me absolutely no release
information beyond "during the 1940's."
OREGON'S I N T R O D U C E D BIRDS
Most Oregon bird introductions can be divided into 4 main groups
according to the time and method of release: (1) the pre-World War II
Game Commission releases; (2) the post-World War II Game
Commission releases; (3) the "self-introductions"; and (4) releases by
private individuals.
Prior to World War II, the Oregon Game Commission (now the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife) attempted to release numerous exotic
bird species. Most of these were virtually dumped in Oregon with little
pre-release study of the species' habitat requirements or their
relationship with native birds. Predictably, most of these transplants
failed. The few exceptions include the Gray Partridge, Northern
Bobwhite, and California Quail.
Following the War, the Game Commission continued introducing exotic
birds, mostly at the request of Oregon hunters. However, these releases
were more carefully planned and consideration of habitat requirements,
appropriate subspecies, and possible effects on native species, was
given more attention. Most of these releases were more successful than
the earlier attempts. Among this group are the Chukar, White-tailed
Ptarmigan, and Wild Turkey.
A "self-introduction" is a species that was introduced in North America
and eventually spread to Oregon on its own. The most obvious of these
are the European Starling and House Sparrow.
The final category—the private releases—refers to those species
liberated by private individuals. Most have proved unsuccessful, but
obvious exceptions include the Ring-necked Pheasant, Northern
Bobwhite, and Rock Dove.
Today, most birds to be introduced are raised on the E.E. Wilson Game
Management Farm near Corvallis, Benton County. Other facilities
that serve as quarantine holding sites for birds being released are
located at Ontario (Malheur Co.), Hermiston (Umatilla Co.), and at
Ken Denman Wildlife Management Area near Medford (Jackson Co.).
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" C O U N T A B L E " SPECIES
Because this article states which introductions are firmly established
and which are not, it is proposed that Oregon birders consider this as a
uniform list of "countable" species. This would standardize the sporting
aspect of birding when submitting state, county, big day, and year lists
to Oregon Birds.
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each species account. Without the cooperation of these people this article would not
exist. A bibliography of books and articles used in this paper appears at the end.
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Wilburne, for supplying the drawing ink and transfer lettering.

To become firmly established and thus "countable," an introduced bird
must meet the following criteria:
(1) It must be free-flying, unrestrained—wings not clipped.

MUTE SWAN
(Cygnus olor)

(2) It must be part of a population that has existed in a wild state for at
least 10 years. This is longer than the lifespan of most birds, thus
assuring reproduction in the wild sufficient to maintain the
population. For those species longer-lived than 10 years
(Trumpeter and Mute Swans, Monk Parakeet), the bird(s) must
reproduce in the wild.
(3) It must be in a wild state where it needs no direct aid for survival
(e.g., no winter feeding).
These criteria are already adhered to by most birders in Oregon and
should create no major objections. See Appendix II for a list of which
species (and especially which populations) are considered "countable."
A B B R E V I A T I O N S A N D SYMBOLS
The following abbreviations and symbols are used in this report:
*
?

Co.
NWR
ODFW
WMA
GCBull
ORExp
ORWild
p.c.

an unsuccessful introduction; the bird(s) failed to
maintain a population to the present day
number unrecorded or uncertain
County
National Wildlife Refuge
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
ODFW Wildlife Management Area
Game Commission Bulletin
Oregon Express
Oregon Wildlife
personal communications

The handsome Mute Swan is probably the most popular ornamental
species of waterfowl in the world, and thus it is frequently reported as
an escapee throughout Oregon. Although originally native to Europe,
the Mute Swan has been successfully established along the Atlantic
seaboard and in the Great Lakes region since at least the 1850's (Terres
1980). There is a small population established on Vancouver Island,
British Columbia, but these birds are apparently dependent on a winter
feeding project for survival.
In Oregon there are only 2 populations of Mute Swans which have
survived in a feral state for more than 10 years, and both have at least
attempted nesting. The first population (and apparently the older of
the 2) was based on Devil's Lake, Lincoln Co. These birds—the
population totaled about 6 birds—inhabited the lake since the 1950's
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and were frequent visitors to Siletz Bay, 5 miles to the south. Although
nesting was reported as late as 1970, it is unknown if young were ever
raised. Unfortunately, Devil's Lake became a popular resort area
during the 1960s and 70's, and subsequently, the swans were literally
harrassed to death. In 1977, the last swan was run down and killed by a
boater.
The second colony of Mute Swans is found in Bend, Deschutes Co., along
the Deschutes River. Although present since at least the 1960's (Craig
Corder, p.c.) and free-flying, the birds are rarely noted outside the
greenway-like park system along the river. Although the tame birds
are annually reported on the Bend Christmas Bird Count (there are
presently 2 swans), it is highly doubtful that they could survive
without the ample winter feeding that takes place.
The author knows of no other populations of Mute Swans (or
individuals) which have been established in a feral state for 10 years
or more in Oregon. Any information to the contrary—or further
information on the Lincoln or Deschutes County birds—would be most
welcome by Oregon Field Ornithologists.
Contributors:
Range Bayer, Newport
Ivy Hilty, Madras
Harry Nehls, Portland

TRUMPETER SWAN

Prior to plants on the Malheur NWR, Harney Co., the Trumpeter Swan
was rarely recorded in eastern Oregon. Nesting in the Rocky Mountains
and farther north in southeastern Alaska, the Trumpeter was an
uncommon migrant and wintering species in western Oregon. Today,
small numbers (usually less than 5 birds per flock) are occasionally
encountered wintering with the much more abundant Tundra Swan (C.
columbianus) west of the Cascades.
A handful of recent records
involving migrant Trumpeters have come from eastern Oregon away
from Malheur. The origin of these birds remains a mystery.

RELEASES:
Number

Date

Site

Source

126

1939-58

Malheur NWR
Harney Co.

Malheur NWR
personnel, p.c.

The years 1939-58 were spent establishing a viable breeding population
of swans on Malheur NWR. Although nesting was attempted during
these years, it was not until 1958 that the first successful brood was
raised. Between 1958-80, Trumpeter Swans raised an average of 10
cygnets per year, with only 3 years of non-production. The actual
population of Trumpeter Swans at Malheur has averaged around 39
birds per year (Christmas Bird Count census), with as many as 77 in
1980 (Paullin, p.c).
All the Malheur releases involved stock from Red Rock Lakes NWR in
Montana, and the Oregon population has been large enough some years
to facilitate transplanting elsewhere in North America. The Malheur
birds nest chiefly along the Blitzen Valley of the refuge, where they
prefer marshes of bulrush (tule) and cattail bordering large ponds.
Smaller numbers use Malheur Lake, the Double-O area, and Boca Lake.
In recent years the Trumpeters appear to be holding their own and even
expanding slightly.
Although the breeding population of swans at Malheur appears to be
sedentary, recent evidence indicates some of the immatures may leave
the area, especially during January and February. In April 1971, a dead
cygnet was found in northern Malheur Co., 80 miles from the Refuge. In
1980, a banding project was initiated where cygnets were fitted with
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1980, a banding project was initiated where cygnets were fitted with
numbered green neck collars. Any sightings of banded birds should be
brought to the attention of Malheur NWR personnel.
Contributor:
David G. Paullin, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Malheur NWR

GRAY PARTRIDGE
(Perdix perdix)

There have been additional releases of Gray Partridge in Oregon, but
the species immediately took hold in the counties indicated above in
1913-14. All introductions west of the Cascades (i.e., Portland, Salem,
Albany) have failed to date. In eastern Oregon, where a drier climate
has probably enabled the species to survive, the Gray Partridge has
thrived mainly in the northeastern and Columbia Basin counties.
Smaller numbers occur in appropriate habitat throughout eastern
Oregon.
The Gray Partridge is a bird of the agricultural lands where its various
seed foods abound. It is most common on the drier wheat lands (not
rugged) in the foothills of the Blue Mountains. Its close relative, the
Chukar, generally avoids these areas, so there is little competition
between the two species.

CHUKAR
(Alectoris chukar)

The Gray Partridge is one of those alien species that has been
established in Oregon so long that the original releases are unclear in
details. Most of Oregon's stock originated in central Europe, the heart
of the species' natural range. Originally introduced for hunting
purposes, the Gray Partridge has established large populations only in
the northeastern quarter of Oregon, and even there its value as a game
species is marginal when compared to the Ring-necked Pheasant or
Chukar.
RELEASES:
Number

Date

Site

Source

?

1900*

"Linn Co."

1740

1913-14

23 countiest

Gabrielson & Jewett
1970
Gabrielson & Jewett
1970

r
especially Baker, Deschutes, Gilliam, Grant,* Harney, Jefferson,
Klamath,* Lake* Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, and Wasco.
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The handsome Chukar has become one of eastern Oregon's most popular
game birds. This is evidence of the species' adaptability to some of
North America's harshest environments. Originally native to the dry
rocky steppes of central Asia and India, the Chukar has multiplied at
an unbelievable rate in Oregon despite its relatively late introduction
into the state.

RELEASES:
Number

Date

Site

Source

?

Nov 1951

w. face Hart Mtn.,
Lake Co.

GCBull Nov 1951

10,000

Oct/Nov
1952

Deschutes R. Cyn.,
Deschutes Co.t

GCBull Nov 1952

?

Aug 1957

"Dead Indian Country,
Klamath Co."

GCBull Oct 1957

its own in southern Klamath County. Any habitat in eastern Oregon
similar to these areas will most likely support Chukar. Although very
similar to the Gray Partridge in size and appearance, the Chukar is
primarily a bird of the rugged, rocky, uncultivated areas. The
partridge prefers more level country, especially in or near agricultural
areas.
The ODFW is planning to introduce large numbers of the Chukar-like
Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris rufa) during the spring of 1987 (Durbin,
ODFW, p.c). Tentative release sites include the Rogue Valley near
Medford, Jackson Co., the White River WMA in Wasco Co., and some of
the foothill areas of the Willamette Valley. This will be the first
major well-planned introduction of a new species into Oregon since the
White-tailed Ptarmigan in 1967.
Contributor:
Ken Durbin, ODFW, Portland

RING-NECKED PHEASANT
(Phasianus colchicus)

r Also: John Day R. Canyon, Grant Co.; Owyhee R. Canyon, Malheur
Co.; Hart Mtn.; Steen's Mtn., Harney Co.; e. Wallowa Co.

After the Ring-necked Pheasant, the Chukar is the most frequently
released game species in eastern Oregon. It has been established in all
areas where it presently exists for well over 10 years. Continuing
releases merely serve to augment existing populations.
The Chukar occupies one of the most rugged habitats Oregon offers. It
favors steep rocky canyons and hillsides, usually near some source of
water. The Chukar's success in the New World is closely linked to
another alien species' adaptability, the exotic cheat grass (Bromus
tectorum). This abundant Oregon weed remains the major food source for
Chukars, and both species originated on the dry steppes of Asia
(Johnsgard 1973).
Today the Chukar is limited in Oregon to the half of the state east of
the Cascades. The species is moit abundant in the canyonlands about
the base of the Blue Mountains; the Owyhee River Canyon; Steen's
Mountain; Hart Mountain; and in the dry canyons of eastern Wallowa
and Baker Counties. A much smaller population appears to be holding
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 164,1986

The Ring-necked Pheasant is a well-known and common introduced
Oregon species that few people find offensive. Originally native to the
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 165,1986

agricultural lands and steppe country of China and central Asia, the
species has found North America and many other parts of the world
quite livable.

RELEASES:
Number

Date

Site

Source

26

1881

Peterson Butte,
Linn Co.

Bent, 1963

Peterson Butte,
Linn Co.

GCBull June 1961

48

1882

The first introductions included the race known as the Chinese Ringnecked Pheasant (P. c. torquatus). This form has proven to be the most
successful pure strain west of the Cascades. The Mongolian Ring-necked
Pheasant (P. c. mongolicus) is better adapted for the colder winter
climates and drier conditions of eastern Oregon.
Most pheasants
encountered today in Oregon, however, are a mix of these and other
strains.

WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN
(Lagopus leucurus)

Periodically, Ring-necked Pheasants have been released at many other
sites, both west and east of the Cascades. All the releases in Oregon
could not possibly be tabulated here. The 2 original introductions were
the work of Judge Owen L. Denney, the Consul-General of Shanghai
during that time. The 1881 release was the first successful introduction
of the species into North America, and a majority of following U.S.
releases originated from Denney's stock (Long 1981).
ODFW records show that in 1893, 30,000 pheasants were bagged in a
"Willamette Valley County" (probably Linn). That same year, 14,400
were raised in Albany and shipped to San Francisco for release
elsewhere in North America (GCBull, June 1961; Long 1981).
The Ring-necked Pheasant still remains the most frequently introduced
game bird in Oregon, and it is by far the most abundant stock raised on
Oregon game farms. Of the introduced game birds, the Pheasant is
easily the most adaptable species as illustrated by the success of
Denney's releases. Today's continuing introductions flourish equally
well or even better in eastern Oregon.
Today, the Ring-necked Pheasant is found in every county of Oregon
with nearly all populations older than 10 years.
Most recent
introductions have merely augmented already well-established
populations. The species remains most abundant in the agricultural
regions of northern Malheur County, the "wheat belt" counties along
the Columbia River in central Oregon, and in the foothill areas of the
Blue Mountains. The species is least common along the immediate coast
and through the Coast Range.
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The White-tailed Ptarmigan is probably the least known of Oregon's
introduced birds; indeed, there are many birders and ornithologists who
are not even aware that a population of this small alpine grouse exists
in the state. This species is originally native to the higher mountains
of Canada and the western U.S., especially the Rockies. It ranges as far
south in the Cascades as Mt. Rainier, Mt. St. Helens (?), and Mt. Adams
in Washington, but the species has never been known as a native
Oregonian.
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Although there are no winter sightings, it is probable that the
ptarmigan moves to somewhat lower elevations during that season.

RELEASES:
Number

Date

Site

Source

36

Sep 1967

W. fk.LostineR.,
Wallowa Co.

Coggins, ODFW, p.c.

54

Sep 1968

W. fk.LostineR.,
Wallowa Co.

Coggins, ODFW, p.c.

16

Aug 1969

Bonny Lks.,
Wallowa Co.

Coggins, ODFW, p.c.

1969

Bonny Lks.,
Wallowa Co.

Coggins, ODFW, p.c.

Contributors:
Vic Coggins, ODFW, Enterprise
Ron Rohweder, ODFW, La Grande

WILD TURKEY
(Meleagris gallopavo)

The status of the White-tailed Ptarmigan in Oregon remains somewhat
uncertain. The released birds have never become numerous, but the
inaccessibility of their habitat may also account for so few sightings.
The highest number reported following release was a group of 10+ birds
near Eagle Cap Mountain, Union Co., in 1980 (Rohweder, ODFW, p.c).
Nesting was verified when a female with 4 young was seen on Chief
Joseph Mountain, Wallowa Co., in 1969 (GCBull, Oct. 1969). Sightings
have occurred as recently as 1981 (3 reports) and 1985 near Bonny Lakes.
The fact that ptarmigan, a species with a life span of less than 10 years
(Terres 1980), continue to be seen is evidence that the birds have
continued raising young successfully. There have been no releases since
1969.
The Lostine River plants included birds supplied by Washington
Department of Fish and Game from North Cascades National Park.
These are the Rainier White-tailed Ptarmigan (L. /. rainierensis). The
Bonny Lakes releases involved birds from Colorado and Idaho, the
Southern White-tailed Ptarmigan (L. /. altipetens).
The White-tailed Ptarmigan is definitely an alpine species and there
is only 1 sighting in Oregon from less than 7500 ft. elevation. Obviously
the species is restricted to the Wallowa Mountains with only 1 record
outside Wallowa County. Look for the species above timberline along
the high, dry, rocky ridges and divides. In such harsh environment the
species feeds on dwarf willows and other low-growing vegetation.
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The familiar Wild Turkey is among Oregon's most recently introduced
game birds, and few other alien species have been as closely monitored
in the state. Originally native to areas east of the Rocky Mountains, it
has been introduced in suitable habitats throughout the West.
Oregon's experience with Turkeys dates back to 1899 when releases were
made by private individuals. The Game Commission raised and released 1504
birds between 1926 and 1933 but discontinued the program due to poor results.
Either the Turkeys failed to survive or became semi-domesticated. Several
flocks originating from the early releases exist today in the vicinity of Roseburg,
but these birds lack truly wild characteristics.
Oregon State Game Commission (1966).
It was not until 1961 that the first successful Oregon plants occurred.
Oregon's major Turkey releases are outlined separately for eastern and
O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 169,1986

western regions due to their complexity.

RELEASES (EASTERN OREGON):
Number

Date

Site

Source

?

1957*

Ward, ODFW, p.c.

38

Feb/Mar
1961

Upper Rhea Cr., Morrow Co.
White River WMA,
Wasco Co.

13

Feb/Mar
1961

Garrison Butte, Jefferson Co.

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

7

Feb/Mar
1961

Wenaha WMA, Wallowa Co.

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

21

1962

Murderer's Cr. WMA,
Grant Co.

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

?

1962

Bridge Creek WMA,
Umatilla Co.

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

?

1962

Pokegama area,
Klamath Co.

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

8

Jan 1963

near Troy, Wallowa Co.

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

7

1967

Upper Rhea Cr., Morrow Co.

Ward, ODFW, p.c.

24

Mar 1982

Pokegama area,
Klamath Co.

ORWild Apr 1982

20

Feb 1983

Bridge Cr. w. of Silver L., Lake Co.

ORWild Apr 1983

GCBull Sep/Oct 1965

The earliest successful plant in eastern Oregon, the White River WMA
in 1961, involved the Merriam's Wild Turkey (M. g. merriami) as did
all other eastern Oregon plants but Klamath County's in 1982, which
consisted of Rio Grande Wild Turkeys (M. g. intermedia). These appear
to be the only pure races of the species that have survived in Oregon. To
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date, the White River population has become the most successful in the
state. These birds have been reported from The Dalles and Hood River
to the Warm Springs Indian Reservation in flocks numbering up to 100
individuals. So successful was this introduction that the stock released
in Oregon during 1962, 1963, 1967, and Lake County's 1983 plant
originated from White River.
The Morrow County population has increased to approximately 250-300
birds which are generally seen between Rhea Creek and the north fork
of the John Day River (Ward, ODFW, p.c). In eastern Oregon, the
Wild Turkey is most common in the lower Cascades of western Wasco
County and in the Blue Mountains of Umatilla, Union, northern
Wallowa, and Morrow Counties. Smaller numbers have remained
stable in Grant County's Murderer's Creek WMA.

Wild Turkey near Medford. Photo by Owen Schmidt.
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NORTHERN BOBWHITE
RELEASES (WESTERN OREGON):

(Colinus virginianus)

Number

Date

Site

Source

?

1965*

Jackson Cr., Douglas
Co.

ODFW, p.c.

18

Feb 1967*

Galice, Douglas Co.

GCBull Mar/Apr
1967

100

Apr 1971*

Pickett Butte, Douglas
Co.

ODFW, p.c.

20

1975

e. of Medford, Jackson
Co.

ORExpFebll,1983

27

Feb 1983

Collin's Ridge, Douglas Co.

O R E x p F e b l l , 1983

26

Jan 1983

s. of Roseburg, Douglas ORWild Apr 1982
Co.

26

Jan 1983

s.e. of Roseburg, Doug- ORWild Apr 1982
las Co.

In western Oregon, truly wild Wild Turkeys did not become established
until 1975 with the introduction of the Rio Grande race near Medford.
All western Oregon plants since then have involved this subspecies. All
previous releases that failed involved various eastern races or hybrid
forms that apparently could not adapt to the new environments, or
became interbred with local domestic stock. The actual status of these
Douglas County birds is quite confusing. Birders should therefore be
conservative by considering these birds "uncountable." The recent plants
in Jackson and Douglas Counties appear to be doing very well, but only
the population east of Medford has been established long enough to be
considered "countable."
Contributors:
Craig Corder, Hermiston
Fred & Alice Parker, Roseburg
Ron Rohweder, ODFW, La Grande
Glen Ward, ODFW, Heppner

O R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 172,1986

Of all Oregon's introduced game birds, the Northern Bobwhite is the
most difficult to trace the origins of. A native of the eastern U.S., the
Northern Bobwhite has been widely introduced throughout the West
with varying success. The species is so easily raised in captivity that
virtually anyone can obtain eggs or birds and release them at will,
legally or otherwise. It is believed that the only Bobwhite populations
in Oregon older than 10 years are found east of the Cascades.

RELEASES:
Number

Date

Site

Source

?

1865

Walla Walla, WA

Long, 1981

6

1882 '

Tangent, Linn Co.

Gabrielson & Jewett,
1970

?

1877

Boise, Ada Co., ID

Burleigh, 1972

?

1885

Boise Valley, Ada
Co.,ID

Burleigh, 1972
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The Linn County introduction, by Solomon Wright of Tangent, was the
first of numerous releases of Northern Bobwhite in Oregon by both the
Game Commission and private individuals. From 1899 to 1929, the
species was indiscriminately released all over the state, and most
populations took on quite well (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929). Bobwhite
thrived especially well in the following areas: throughout the
Willamette Valley; northern Morrow and Umatilla Counties; the
lower Columbia River Valley; Wallowa County; and in the Ontario
region of Malheur County. All these populations peaked between 19301950 before plunging rapidly to almost zero.
During the 1960's, small numbers persisted only in the Willamette
Valley and some areas of eastern Oregon (see below). By 1975, the
Willamette Valley birds had disappeared as a breeding population. In
western Oregon, Bobwhite are occasionally reported today in very
small numbers, but these are best dismissed as local (i.e., less than 10
years) escapees or releases. There are no breeding populations of Northern Bobwhite existing in Oregon away from the 2 areas covered below
that the author is aware of. Any information to the contrary would be
most welcome.

Most Oregon stock, at least those released in the western half of the
state where records were kept, originated in the Midwest or the South.
These are the race C. v. virgianus. The successful strains in eastern
Oregon are mostly of the form C. v. taylori (Long 1981).
Contributors:
Craig Corder, Hermiston
Harry Nehls, Portland
Ron Rohweder, ODFW, La Grande

CALIFORNIA QUAIL
(Callipepla californica)

Presently, there are only 2 areas in Oregon known to support breeding
populations of Northern Bobwhite. The first is in extreme northeastern
Malheur County, in the farmlands centering around Ontario. Bobwhite
have been known in this area well before the species was released
anywhere in Oregon. These birds spread from the nearby Boise, Idaho
introductions of the late 1800's. Introductions during the 1940's have
supplemented the Oregon population of these birds. Although hard to
locate and local, these birds appear to be self-sufficient and
maintaining a small but stable population. The Bobwhite is much more
common in adjacent farmlands of Idaho (Burleigh 1972).
The second Oregon region supporting breeding Bobwhite is the irrigated
farmland of northern Umatilla County, centering around Hermiston and
Milton-Freewater. The origin of these birds is unclear but local
residents and ODFW personnel claim they have been present since at
least the 1950's (Rohweder, p.c). Although the initial introductions
were done by ODFW and private individuals, records are incomplete
when not lacking altogether! It is believed that the Umatilla County
population is augmented by earlier releases (circa 1865) near Walla
Walla, just across the border in Washington. These birds, like those of
Malheur County, are local and hard to track down for the most part.
In Oregon the Northern Bobwhite is a bird of brushy agricultural areas
where it is found along fence rows, hedges, and in overgrown fields.
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Even though it is one of Oregon's most familiar birds, it is suprising to
learn that the California Quail is an introduced species in nearly the
entire state. Judging from habitat studies and early records, the
California Quail barely reached Oregon in its natural range. It was
probably native only to the valleys of the Rogue River in Josephine and
Jackson Counties, in the Klamath Basin, southwestern Lake County,
and along the coast of Curry County (Bent 1963; Leopold 1977). In these
areas the bird still thrives in its native habitats of chaparral (oak,
ceanothus, manzanita, etc) and dry open woodlands.
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Today the California Quail is found i n every county of Oregon, mainly
because of the introduction projects of the ODFW. Transplanting outside
the species' natural range i n western Oregon began as early as 1870, but
the first successful introduction was made i n 1914 when the State Game
Commission released 18 birds at Reed College i n Portland (Jewett &
Gabrielson 1929). I n 1914 a mass introduction project involving about
1200 birds brought the species into most eastern and northwestern
Oregon counties. The species appears to have become firmly
established i n all counties by 1950 by further releases and natural range
expansion.

ROCK DOVE
(Columba livia)

The California Quail remains a brushland and open woodland species
today. It is common throughout most of Oregon except i n most of the
coastal counties. The abundant agriculture of Oregon has been most
beneficial to this quail's range expansion, and today it is found nearly
everywhere except the driest deserts, dense forest, and montane
habitats. The species remains most abundant i n the agricultural
foothills of the Blue Mountains, i n the rich farmland of the
Willamette Valley, and i n the dry woodlands of southwestern (inland)
Oregon. Smaller populations exist i n the wetland/agricultural basins of
southeastern Oregon, i n the prominent valleys of mountainous
northeastern Oregon, and along the south coast.

The Rock Dove, or Domestic Pigeon, may well be Oregon's first
successfully introduced bird. Popularly raised for food, racing, sending
messages, and as pets, the Rock Dove has probably been well
established i n North America since the early colonial years of the
1600's. I n fact, it is believed that the Rock Dove was the first bird to be
domesticated by man, as early as 4500 B.C. i n its native range (Terres
1980). Originally native to the Mediterranean region and the Middle
East, the Rock Dove can now be found i n nearly every large
metropolitan area of the w o r l d . In many areas, Oregon included, the
species has been established as a self-sufficient b i r d so long that many
have left the urban habitat and reverted to a w i l d cliff-dwelling
species.

California Quail at Malheur N. W.R. headquarters. Photo by Owen Schmidt.
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Although original releases are certainly untraceable, the Rock Dove is
very common i n all counties of Oregon, and most large towns and cities
have supported breeding populations for well over 10 years. Rock
Doves seldom live more than 10 years i n the w i l d (Terres 1980). Larger
concentrations of Rock Doves contain a mishmash of plumage patterns,
ranging f r o m the familiar gray to blacks, browns, tans, pied patterns,
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and pure white. I n nearly all forms the white rump is obvious. The
ancestral Rock Doves, and those feral birds closest to ancestral stock,
are the familiar light gray color w i t h a dark head and white rump. In
Oregon the Rock Dove is mostly an urban bird, common wherever there
are artificial cliffs (buildings, bridges, walls, etc.) for nesting. Large
populations of Rock Doves that have reverted to an ancestral way of
life can be found along the drier parts of the Columbia River, along the
Owyhee and lower Umatilla Rivers, and among the cliffs of Smith
Rocks State Park i n Deschutes County.

MONK PARAKEET
(Myiopsitta monarchus)

Cape May, NJ, and west to Columbus, O H before leveling off in
population by 1975. The species is now on the decline in the Northeast.
In other parts of the United States, Monk Parakeets have been noted in
Horida, Oklahoma, Oregon, California, Michigan, North Carolina,
and South Dakota, always i n the vicinity of urban areas (Terres 1980).
As the M o n k Parakeet is a non-migratory species, these wide-spread
populations are most likely due to local escapes or releases rather than
an extension of the Northeast population base.
As an Oregon species, the Monk Parakeet was first reported i n 1969
when a nesting pair was discovered near M t . Tabor Park, Portland,
Multnomah Co. Although 2 young were reportedly fledged, all the
birds disappeared the following fall. Small numbers of w i l d parakeets,
most likely this species, were reported i n Portland up to 1977. O n 10
September of that year, a hunter shot a definite Monk Parakeet i n the
Rivergate District of north Portland, mistaking it for a Mourning Dove
(Zenaida macroura). Additional sightings from that area continue.
In 1979 there was a marked increase i n Monk Parakeet sightings in
Portland. Today, the Portland population of parakeets is centered i n 2
areas: near Eastmoreland Golf Course i n the southeast, and near the
Portland International Airport i n the northeast. There is at least one
active nesting colony i n each area, and small groups of parakeets are
frequently reported from the surrounding vicinities. Other nesting
attempts have been reported f r o m Beaverton (a nest built by one bird),
Mt. Tabor Park (see above), and near Gladstone. The Eastmoreland
group numbers about 12 birds, the Airport group has had as many as 20
birds i n August 1985 (see map).
To date, the only sightings of Monk Parakeets outside the Portland
area include a small flock near Lebanon, Linn County, the above nest
and a nearby sighting of probably the same b i r d i n Beaverton, and a
single b i r d seen at Laurelwood i n western Washington Co. Most likely
these are the results of local escapes, but the Beaverton record may
represent a slight extension of the Portland population. The largest
concentration of Monk Parakeets reported i n Oregon was a flock of 20
birds at the Airport colony.

The attractive Monk Parakeet, native to Argentina and southern
Brazil, was first noted i n the United States about 1967. The actual
releases are untraceable, but the species was first reported i n N e w York
City at that time. M o n k Parakeets spread north to Boston, M A , south to
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The earliest self-sustaining population of M o n k Parakeets i n Oregon
was brought to ornithological attention i n 1977. It is uncertain if the
species was firmly established prior to that year. Being conservative,
therefore, the Monk Parakeet has existed i n Oregon without direct aid
from that year on. In 1987 the species w i l l become "countable," having
survived on its o w n for 10 years. The established populations should be
closely monitored, especially for the verification of nesting.
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The Monk Parakeet has long been considered a threat i n agricultural
areas, but as long as the Portland birds remain widespread and i n low
numbers, i t may become nothing more than an interesting addition to
the local avifauna.
Contributor:
Harry Nehls, Portland

EUROPEAN STARLING
(Sturnus vulgaris)

In 1890, Starlings were released in New York City's Central Park. This
project was the source of Oregon's (and most of the rest of North
America's) Starlings. The population steadily spread westward until
1943, the year the species had been reported i n all of the 48 contiguous
states.
On 10 December 1943 the first of these Starlings reached Oregon at
Malheur N W R , Harney Co. The individual was collected on 24
December. I n January 1946, Starlings were found i n Cove and La Grande,
Union Co. (Jewett 1946). They were first reported i n the Willamette
Valley at Portland, Multnomah Co., and Meadow View, Lane Co., i n
December 1947. They reached the Oregon Coast at Nestucca Bay,
Tillamook Co., i n December 1948. Oregon was apparently the last of
the contiguous 48 states that was invaded by the Starling. California's
first Starling, taken at Tulelake i n early 1943, was just south of the
state line (Jewett 1942). Although Californians claim the Starling
reached them via Oregon—and it may well have—there are no records
from the Klamath Basin of Oregon prior to the Tulelake specimen.
The Starling has been recorded i n every Oregon county. The species is
easily most abundant i n the Willamette Valley where the m i l d
weather and rich agriculture are much to its liking. Like the House
Sparrow, the Starling's habitat preference is closely linked to
residential and agricultural regions.
The European Starling is generally unwelcomed b y most people. The
species has proved quite competitive for nesting sites with many native
birds. The most evident conflict i n Oregon is w i t h the Lewis' Woodpecker (Meleanerpes lewis) and the Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana). I n residential areas, Starlings often form large roosts, especially
during the winter. Such concentrations are not only unsightly but they
present genuine health hazards.

Like the House Sparrow, the European Starling is an introduced species
whose Oregon origins are hard to trace. Originally found throughout
most of Europe and western Asia, the European Starling is now wellestablished on all continents but Antarctica.
In 1889 and 1892, the now-defunct Portland Songbird Club released 35
pairs of Starlings i n that city, but the birds d i d not survive and all had
disappeared by 1902 (Gabrielson & Jewett 1970). I t was not until the
early 1940's that the species was again reported in Oregon.

Contributor.
Harry Nehls, Portland

HOUSE SPARROW
(Passer domesticus)
The omnipresent House Sparrow is a well-known and very wellestablished Oregon immigrant. It was first released i n New York City
(Brooklyn) i n 1850 (8 pairs; Long 1981). During the next several years
the birds were introduced into many sections of North America,
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including numerous western localities. Finley noted the first House
Sparrow i n Oregon i n Portland, Multnomah Co., i n 1889 (Bent 1965). The
next year they were noted i n the farmlands about Ontario, Malheur Co.
Most likely this little weaver finch quickly spread throughout the
state w i t h the help of the railroad, travelling i n grain cars. Today i t is
still quite common around railroad yards.
This adaptive bird can be found at every human settlement i n Oregon.
Its habitat preference is closely tied w i t h residential and industrial
areas, farmyards, docks and other places where there is available
food. It has been recorded i n every county of the state. Originally
native to most of Europe and the M i d d l e East, the House Sparrow has
become a major component of Oregon's avifauna.
Next to the European Starling, the House Sparrow is considered the
most prolific introduced species. W i t h i n 40 years the species had its
entire continental United States range colonized. Although i t is more
numerous, not even the Starling has spread this fast (Wing 1943). The
adaptability of the House Sparrow has often been at the cost of many
native birds. Direct nest site competition has been noted w i t h martins,
swallows, wrens, chickadees, bluebirds, and nuthatches.
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APPENDIX I
UNSUCCESSFUL ESCAPES A N D RELEASES
Many species of exotic birds have appeared in Oregon. The following
list includes only those species that are frequently reported but never
became established, and species for which concerted (but unsuccessful)
introduction attempts were made.

1.
Name

2.
Address

At the turn of the century there existed the Society for the Introduction
of Useful Songbirds centered i n Portland, Multnomah Co. This
organization later became the Portland Songbird Club, and then folded
by the 1920's. Many of the species listed below were released by this
club.
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BLACK S W A N (Cygnus atratus)—Frequently escapes from captivity.
CHINESE GOOSE (Anser q/gnoides)—Frequently escapes reported
throughout state.
BAR-HEADED GOOSE (A. indicus)—Frequent escapes throughout
state.
BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis)—Frequent escapes throughout
state.
RED-BREASTED GOOSE (B. ruficollis)—Frequent
escapes throughout
state.
EGYPTIAN
GOOSE
(Alopochen
aegypthcus)—Frequent
escapes
throughout state.
NORTHERN
SHELDUCK
(Tadorna
tadorm)—Frequent
escapes
throughout state.
MUSCOVY DUCK (Cairina moschata)—Frequent escapes throughout
state.
M A N D A R I N DUCK {Aix galericulata)—Frequent escapes throughout
state.
RED-CRESTED
POCHARD
(Netta
rufina)—Frequent
escapes
throughout state.
HARRIS' H A W K (Parabuteo unicintus)—Falconers' escapes reported
from Corvallis and southern Harney County.
CRESTED CARACARA (Polyborus plancush-Escapee reported from
Malheur County.
SILVER PHEASANT {Lophura nycthemerus)—Frequent escapee i n
western Oregon.
GOLDEN PHEASANT (Chrysolophus pictus)—Frequent escapee i n
western Oregon; 16 released i n southern Willamette Valley in 1930.
C O M M O N PEAFOWL (Pava cristatus)—Frequent escapes throughout
state.
HAMBOO PARTRIDGE (Bambusicok thoracica)—Unreported number
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released i n western Oregon i n 1967 (Gullion 1951).
SHARP-TAILED
GROUSE
(Tympanuchus
phaswnellus)—Origin-ally
native to eastern Oregon but has been extirpated from the state since
early 1970's. Unsuccessfully released near Maupin, Wasco Co., and
near Crooked River National Grasslands, Jefferson Co. (Evanich
1983).
HELMETED GUEMEAFOWL (Numida meleagris)—278 birds re-leased
by the ODFW i n southern Willamette Valley 1929-30 (Guillion
1951).
PALLAS'
SANDGROUSE
(Syrrhaptes
paradoxus)—Unrecorded
number released i n Portland and on Clatsop Plains 1881 by Owen L.
Denney (Phillips 1928).
EURASIAN SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)—50 pairs released by
Portland Songbird Club (PSC) from 1889-92 i n East Portland, M i l waukie, Molalla, and Waldo Heights (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
WOOD LARK (Lulllula arborea)—10 pairs released by PSC in 1889 in
Portland.
CRESTED M Y N A H (Acridotheres cristatellush-One
bird reported at
Mt. Tabor in Portland in 1922 was most likely a stray from the colony
in Vancouver, B.C„ but also may have been an escape locally
(Gabrielson & Jewett 1970).
BLACKCAP (Sylvia
atricapilla)—20 pairs released i n 1907 i n
Portland by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
EUROPEAN ROBIN (Erithacus rubecu1a)—5 pairs released in 1889-92
in Portland by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
NIGHTENGALE (Luscinia
megarhynchos)—Unrecorded
number released i n Portland by PSC in 1897 (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
BLACKBIRD (Turdus meruk)—\6 pairs released in 1889-92 in Portland
by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
SONG THRUSH (T. phibmelos)—35 pairs released i n 1889-92 i n
Portland by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
C O M M O N CANARY (Serinus canaria)—Occasionally reported as
escapee throughout state.
PARROT CROSSBILL (Loxia pytyopsittacus)—20 pairs released i n
1889 i n Portland by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
EUROPEAN SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)—40 pairs released in 1889 i n
Portland by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
EUROPEAN
GOLDFINCH
(C.
carduelis)—Unrecorded
number
released in Portland by PSC i n 1889-92 (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
LINNET (C. cannabina)—-35 pairs released in 1889 i n Portland by PSC
(Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
EURASIAN BULLFINCH (Pyrrhuk
pyrrhula)—20 pairs released i n
Portland in 1889-92 by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
CHAFFINCH (Fringilk coelebs)—40 pairs released i n Portland in 1889
by PSC (Jewett & Gabrielson 1929).
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APPENDIX I I
"COUNTABLE" SPECIES
When considering official state lists and species accounts submitted for
publication, Oregon Field Ornithologists and Oregon Birds considers
the following populations of introduced birds "countable" or not
"countable" according to established criteria.
MUTE SWAN—No present populations qualify as countable in Oregon.
TRUMPETER SWAN—Malheur N.W.R. birds qualify as countable.
A n y other birds encountered i n Oregon are most likely w i l d or from
this population, therefore qualifying as countable.
GRAY PARTRIDGE—All populations encountered east of the Cascades
qualify.
C H U K A R — A l l populations encountered east of Cascades, including
Klamath and eastern Jackson County, qualify.
RING-NECKED PHEASANT—All populations qualify.
WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN—All populations i n Oregon qualify.
W I L D TURKEY—All populations encountered in eastern Oregon
qualify except those of Bridge Creek, Lake County and other populations known to have been recently introduced. The Rogue Valley
population near Medford are the only birds west of the Cascades now
accepted as countable.
NORTHERN BOBWHITE—Only those birds encountered i n northern
Umatilla County and along the Snake River Valley of northeastern
Malheur County qualify as countable.
CALIFORNIA Q U A I L — A l l populations qualify.
ROCK DOVE—All Oregon populations not directly assisted and
housed are countable.
M O N K PARAKEET—No Oregon populations qualify as countable until
1987.
EUROPEAN STARLING—All populations qualify as countable.
HOUSE SPARROW—AH populations qualify as countable.
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W H E R E T O FIND A NORTHERN
BOBWHITE IN OREGON: Wildhorse
Creek, Umatilla Co.

Northern Umatilla Co. is one of only 2 Oregon regions where the
introduced Northern Bobwhite has become established for more than 10
years. These rather secretive birds can be found i n local populations
from Pendleton northward to Walla Walla, W A , but it may take some
patience to see one.
Wildhorse Creek, which parallels H w y . 11 between the 2 cities, has
been a recent area of Bobwhite sightings. For the traveller w i t h little
time to spare, following that stretch of road may prove the most
profitable.
Although there is good birding from the brush-lined road itself, nearly
all the surrounding land is privately owned. Always ask permission
before hopping a fence or cutting across a field.
In Pendleton, take H w y . 11 north towards Walla Walla. About 3/4
mile after crossing the Umatilla River i n Pendleton, take a left turn
(north) on a paved road that cuts through a cliff face. This is M t .
Hebron Road, otherwise k n o w n as Wildhorse Creek Road. It can be
followed for about 6.5 miles to the community of Havana, where you
can return to H w y . 11 and thus back to Interstate 84 at Pendleton.
This stretch of country road should be taken leisurely, especially during
the spring and fall. Northern Bobwhite may appear anywhere along
the route i n brushy cover. They are amazingly hard to find compared to
the California Quail, which is also present.
According to local
residents, the Bobwhite are easier to track d o w n during spring (AprilJune) when they are calling. I observed 1 b i r d a few hundred yards
beyond the house between mileposts 4 and 5 on 21 Oct. 1983.
The oasis-like groves that mark homesteads along the route could
prove to be interesting migration traps for songbirds. Also on 21 Oct., at
the same house mentioned above, we found an adult male Hooded
Warbler i n the creek woodlot behind the buildings. Many other little
birds are present. Nesting or summering species include Northern
Oriole, Lazuli Bunting, Yellow Warbler, Lewis' Woodpecker, and
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Black-headed Grosbeak. A year-round resident is the perky Bewick's
Wren, rarely reported i n eastern Oregon away f r o m the Columbia
Basin.
During winter and fall, Wildhorse Creek is nicely sheltered from the
winds and colder temperatures. Sparrow flocks may be worth investigation. A m o n g the more common Song and White-crowned Sparrows,
check for Fox, Lincoln's, and even Golden-crowned Sparrows. Harris'
Sparrow is certainly possible, and American Tree Sparrow has been
seen at Havana. Winter also brings raptors—Cooper's, Sharp-shinned,
Red-tailed, and Rough-legged Hawks, Northern Harriers, and Prairie
Falcons to name a few. Ring-necked Pheasant are abundant i n the area,
and Gray Partridge are also present, especially during the winter.
Gas, food, and lodging are to be found i n Pendleton; Havana has none of
these.

WHERE TO FIND A MONK PARAKEET
IN OREGON: Portland International
Airport, Multnomah County
David A. Anderson, 6203 S.E. 82nd, Portland, OR. 97266

In addition to the normal gas hawks (i.e., 727s, 747s, etc.) that can be
commonly seen at the Portland Airport, a resident flock of Monk
Parakeets can be found as well. This colony, active for several years,
consists of about 5-7 birds. The group has built 2 large nests i n an oak
tree and appears to be working on a third.
Nesting here has not been adequately confirmed. It is strongly suspected
by circumstantial evidence. During the spring of 1985 about 5-7 individuals were present at this site. During the summer numbers increased
dramatically to about 20 birds. This would seem to indicate that young
had fledged (or that someone had released more birds).
The nests are used all year by the colony. During some periods it seems
the birds are away (foraging?) f r o m the home tree more than they are
present. Spring and summer are probably the best seasons for finding the
birds although they are present throughout the year.
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The colony has built 2 nests which have been used for at least 2 years.
In the spring of 1986 one of the nests was dismatled, stick by stick, and
rebuilt on a nearby branch. One of the pairs of birds soon after began
building a third nest on the original site.
The birds are at times quite noisy. Their loud, unmusical calls could be a
clue as to their origin i n Portland. Someone seeing a pretty (but scared
and subdued) green bird i n a pet store bought it thinking it w o u l d make
a great pet. After getting the bird home, the owner most likely got tired
of the parakeet's noise, propensity to chew on woodwork, and unsightly
messes, and thus let it loose. A t any rate, these birds have been
released i n Portland and are surviving quite well.
This colony of Monks can be seen at the southwest corner of the Portal
Oaks office complex at 6625 N.E. 82nd. To reach the complex from 1-205,
take the Columbia Blvd. exit (exit 23B f r o m the south or 23A f r o m the
north). Stay i n the right hand lane; this w i l l take you through the
railroad underpass and on to Columbia Blvd. From the underpass drive
about one-half mile to 80th, the first traffic signal after the railroad
underpass. Turn right (north) and follow the streets to Portal Oaks,
about one-half mile f r o m Columbia. Drive into the parking lot on the
south side of the complex and drive to the back of the lot. The home
tree is the first oak behind the dumpster. The 2 main nests are i n the
north side of the tree, about three quarters of the way up.
The complex can also be reached by driving south on 82nd f r o m the
airport. A t Nendels Hotel turn onto the Frontage Road and drive south
a short distance to the complex. The buildings are not hard to find since
they are brown wooden structures with many oak and ash trees around
them. It is recommended that birders restrict their viewing from the
parking lot.

PORTLAND-AREA
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

N.E. 80th
N.E.Jarret&26th
Mt. Tabor Park
S.E.Ramona&78th
S.E. Cora & 26th
Rivergreen Golf Course
S.W. Canyon &78th

MONK PARAKEET

NESTS

active
inactive
inactive (1977)
active,
active
inactive (late 1970s)
inactive (1981)

Drawing by Joe Evanich
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scrounge for observers. A special condition would also be isolation—John
Day and Hart Mountain—in a large section of the state that would
otherwise be countless. Another special condition—open country and
open water—could be covered by fewer observers.

T H E A R T OF T H E CHRISTMAS BIRD
COUNT
Alan Contreras, Division of Educational
versity of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403

Policy

& Management,

Uni-

Most birders have taken part i n a Christmas Bird Count (CBC), but few
have organized and compiled one. This article is intended as a guide for
new compilers and a refresher for compilers and team leaders.
I have some experience as a compiler at Cottage Grove (1971-73), and
Florence (1983-85), and I have participated i n 15 of Oregon's CBCs.
Most of m y experience is w i t h western interior and coastal counts, so m y
perspective on the special needs of eastern Oregon counts is necessarily
limited.
Starting a new CBC
Imagine you are starting a new CBC, the "Lister's Bay" count. What are
the initial considerations in setting u p a CBC?
First, ask yourself "Why here?" W h y put a CBC i n the vicinity of
Lister's Bay? Bear i n mind that Oregon's birders already support over
30 counts. Competition for dates and observers already is keen.
Ask around to find out how many observers can be expected. To what
extent w i l l the count be locally supported? A count w i t h a long-term
core group of local birders is more likely to survive than one relying
largely on imported talent, unless the birding area is so inherently
interesting that people w i l l always want to go there. The best Oregon
example of the latter sort of count is Tillamook Bay, which rarely if
ever has participants from Tillamook County. A t the other end of the
spectrum are counts like Corvallis and Salem, which have large local
contingents and few imported observers.
M y feeling is that unless you can get enough people to field at least 5
teams, don't bother unless there are special reasons for the count, or
unless conditions allow fewer people to make a useful census. Examples
would be Alma-Upper Siuslaw and Upper Nestucca, where marginallycovered CBCs are conducted i n order to census Spotted Owls and collect
data from the historically ignored Coast Range. These counts have been
useful i n better understanding Wrentit range expansion and have
tallied a lot of Winter Wrens. But they always have to scrape and
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Second, you must decide where to put the count circle. The National
Audubon Society allows y o u a circle 15 miles i n diameter and doesn't
allow overlap with any other count circle. Other than that, where you
draw it is up to you.
There are 2 primary considerations i n drawing a circle: w i l l it include
the birds you want to count, and is there adequate access via roads,
trails, viewpoints, etc.? Part of the first question is whether to seek
species variety or good counts of particular species. I faced an example
of this choice when drawing the Florence circle, because a circle drawn
to include Siltcoos Lake, the largest duck wintering lake i n coastal Lane
County, is too far south to include the rocky headlands around Sea Lion
Caves and Heceta Head, the only rocky shores near Forence. This circle
w o u l d also have excluded a portion of the beaches where a sizable
group of Snowy Plovers winters. N o w there are thousands of scaup and
coots just outside the Horence CBC circle, but both can be hard to find
inside!
Third, y o u must contact National Audubon. They require a very good
quality map of the circle and the coordinates of the center, as well as
evidence that you can scrape up enough observers to make a go of it.
Check w i t h National Audubon for deadlines. They used to require new
counts to be into the bureaucracy by October i n order to get a compiler's
packet to you i n time for count period. The packet includes their count
form and instructions, special requests (in 1985, for example, they asked
for the sex of all Kestrels), and other minor paperwork and junk mail
inserts.
It is now November and time to organize your first annual Lister's Bay
Christmas Bird Count!
Organizing the CBC
Begin organizing the count early. Start b y mid-November for a new or
"imported talent" count, late November for an established, locallysupported count. Some aspects of the count, such as final team
assignments, can't be done w i t h certainty so early, but other things can.
When choosing a date, bear i n m i n d that other counts have wellestablished dates and patterns of observer attendance. For example,
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the Coos Bay and Columbia Estuary counts are traditionally held on
the first Sunday of the count period. Another coastal count scheduled on
that day may have difficulty attracting observers and w i l l need a
strong local base. Choose a practical date by looking at past count dates
and talking to potential observers about the other counts they plan to
attend.
Before beginning the next steps i n count organization, consider the count
as a whole, as a day-long birding event involving a variety of people.
M y view, perhaps not shared by all compilers, is that the purpose of a
CBC is twofold. The primary purpose is to provide a statistically valid
and generally useful account of the species and individuals present i n
the count area. The secondary purpose is to provide a high-quality
birding experience for the participants such that they w i l l want to
participate again.
The latter purpose is important not only for the count's ability to field
enough observers to maintain validity, but for the sheer pleasure of
birding. I attend CBCs because they are usually f u n . If they are no
longer f u n , I won't go. I suspect that many CBC participants feel the
same.
I do not attend counts because they provide useful information about
bird distribution. I attend counts for a good time. This is because I am
secretly not a field ornithologist at all. I am a b i r d watcher. A n d
occasionally I become a birder. A successful CBC, to me, is one that
achieves a customary level of statistical usefulness and also is
enjoyable for the people involved.
M y definition of success led me to design the Florence count coverage i n a
particular way. I n the very early stages of count planning I decided to
abandon about 25 percent of the land area i n the count circle, to make no
attempt to cover it unless I had an enormous number of observers. Such a
strategy is acceptable under the CBC rules, although National
Audubon prefers that the entire circle be covered. Indeed, the sample
count map shown on page 372 of the 1983 CBC issue of American Birds
indicates a similar approach. Most of the abandoned Florence area is
patchy Coast Range clearcuts and fir forest. Access is somewhat
difficult, there are few species, and most observers don't like spending
the day i n such habitat. I d i d not abandon all such habitat, of course. I n
fact, our 1985 mountain team came slipping into the post-count meeting
having found Dipper, Ruffed Grouse, Gray Jay, and Evening
Grosbeak—all tough to locate i n our circle.
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Although the next step is to recruit participants, this is a good time to
sit d o w n w i t h a map of the circle and sketch out some rough team
boundaries. The processes of recruitment and coverage design are
necessarily intertwined.
The recruitment of participants varies widely from count to count. A few
w i t h very strong local support need only recruit at local Audubon
Society or bird club meetings. Counts such as Tillamook Bay that have
no local base must search elsewhere for every observer. When recruiting
for the Lister's Bay CBC, you w i l l likely fall somewhere i n between.
You w i l l have a few local participants from the small city of Noburg,
but you w i l l also need to recruit from elsewhere. There may be groups
such as Audubon Societies i n nearby cities. Notify them of the count by
early November if possible so they can put a blurb i n their newsletter.
Notify the Noburg Herald, too. This probably won't net many new team
members, but will often produce good home counters as well as let
people know what is going on.
The circle may contain certain species, such as Snowy Plover, Spotted
Owl, etc. that certain birders are known to have an interest i n . Send a
postcard mentioning the species and if possible offer to send Penelope
Ploverlover on the beach team and Olivia Owlogler into the woods at 3
am. Finally, print a swarm of postcards, as Tillamook Bay and Florence
have done, sending them to likely participants you know, w i t h an
RSVP deadline. Many w i l l respond if interested, allowing you to
commence planning your coverage.
You now have a list of names, some of which have question marks. A t
this point comes the first of the Ugly Realities for the organizer. You
w i l l never know until the last minute who really is going to show u p on
count morning.
My response to this used to be to prepare 17 different contingency plans,
with maps and so on. That proved an insane technique for the peace of
mind of the organizer, so I recommend that y o u keep a few observers, if
you have enough, i n "Team Zed" until the last minute. Use them to fill
gaps as needed.
There may be a couple of loose observers present come dawn, especially
on counts of the "meet i n the morning" variety. Send them looking for
tough species, tack them onto a team that has too large an area, give
them some territory that you hadn't planned to cover, or as we d i d at
Florence i n 1985, give them a bit of all 3. There are, or course, obvious
advantages to the organizer assigning herself to Team Zed. She is i n
the best position to know the last-minute needs of the count.
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Coverage design is a matter of geography, experience, personal traits,
and simple numbers. Your Lister's Bay CBC has attracted 21 field
observers, ranging i n competence, experience, and the unique enthusiasm
I call "count attitude"—from Bonnie Biglist and Stan Scoper at one end
to Uncle Ted and his pocket telescope from the Battle of Manila Bay at
the other. You also have Emiliano Snorkbein, who has always covered
Chickadee Park and plans to do so until death though he couldn't hear
a chickadee if one called from his beard. Harry Hawkfreak responded
to your promise of raptor-saturated pastures but can't identify a junco.
A n d Roger Runabout can identify juncos but wants to skim the circle for
rarities. You wanted observers, and here they are!
What are you going to do w i t h them? You can create 7 teams of 3, or
some other combination. But just what is i n the circle for these people to
cover? Well, there is Chickadee Park, Shearwater Point, Raptor
Valley, urban Noburg, Peep Flats, Rail Marsh, Wigeon Lake, several
chunks of reasonably productive forest and brushland, Grouse Peak,
Eagle Canyon, Plover Beach, Grassy Knoll, and of course the clearcuts
of Vulture's Breath Ridge and the bleached snags of Darklark Dunes.
Every Starling i n the circle visits the latter thrice daily after heavy
meals. Additionally, there is no way to get at Raptor Valley except
via Darklark Dunes, and Grouse Peak and Eagle Canyon are separated
from the rest of the circle by the silent stumpscape of Vulture's Breath
Ridge and its attendant hillsides. Because of the habitat configuration
i n the circle, much of the most productive habitat is clustered i n nodes,
and here the birdies swarm in splendid variety.
As organizer, you can simply carve up the circle by habitat—a
mountain team, a park team, a bay team, a river team, and so on. I
advise against this technique. Instead, cut a swath out of all sorts of
habitat for each team area. This isn't always possible, and has certain
negative aspects, but i n general is best. Most birders like variety and
the chance to come up w i t h a solid species list on a CBC. There are
geographic limitations to this cross-habitat technique. A small pond
can't be sensibly divided between 3 teams, although if it is productive,
multiple visitation by poachers keeping careful notes could be useful.
At Horence, 9 of the 10 coverage areas i n 1985 included either ocean
access or estuary access. The tenth is the designated mountain team, and
even it is gerrymandered to include a large pasture for variety.
At Lister's Bay, you w i l l f i n d that roads don't always go where y o u
want them. Design coverage so that teams don't have to backtrack to
get around their area. There is nothing wrong w i t h going over parts of
your area more than once. Indeed this is good technique. But do i t
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because you want to, not because the organizer stuck you w i t h a lot of
dead ends.
A useful planning tool, especially for counts that frequently change
area boundaries, is a laminated copy of an 8 1/2 by 11 inch circle map. A
large print shop can do such lamination for a couple of dollars. A waterbase (temporary) acetate marker w i l l allow you to fiddle as often as
necessary with area boundaries without having a stack of blank maps
at hand. I put 2 maps i n the same lamination for twice the fiddling
power at the same price.
N o w that your areas are brilliantly sliced out of that portion of the
circle that you choose to cover, it is time to assign team leaders and
members. Team leaders w h o know the area are best, but i n any event
choose people with a certain amount of dedication—people who still
have the ability to b i r d i n the snow at 3 p m and convince others to do
the same.
Team size w i l l be somewhat dependent on observer turnout, but except i n
unusual circumstances they should all fit comfortably i n one car. Four
people is usually a practical maximum, and is easily divisible i n the
field. Five is a pack, 6 a horde, and 7 is a convoy—2 teams masquerading as one to the detriment of the count.
Team member mix is a delicate subject. There are people who don't like
each other and people whose birding styles clash. Note, however, that
differing styles do not necessarily clash, especially on a CBC. Some of
the most thorough coverage I have seen came from teams that combined
rather sedentary experienced older birders w i t h lively young brushstompers. Different styles can result i n different and more birds. That's
the point, right?
When y o u are designing coverage, resist the temptation to ignore
residential and urban areas. Except for central business districts and the
newest, most sterile developments, cities are full of birds i n the winter.
Backyards contain the remnants of old orchards. Little garden plots
exist i n odd places. Give some teams mandatory streetwalking. They'll
come u p w i t h hawks, rare sparrows, and Northern Mockingbirds sitting
on convenience store fences, as happened on the 1984 Eugene CBC.
A final note on boundaries and the mysterious Circle Edge. CBC maps
need to be reasonably accurate, but if a road wanders along the edge of
the circle, i n and out by a few hundred feet, no one really knows or cares
whether the Robins were o n one side or the other. The maps aren't that
accurate, and can't practically be made so. The rule of thumb for the allOREGON BIRDS 12(3): 197,1986

important I n or Out is as follows, arbitrarily set by me. There is a
Swallow-tailed Kite sitting i n a snag on the edge of the circle. If you
know it's I n , count it. If you think it's In, count it. If your aren't sure,
count it. If it is obviously Out and you can't convince yourself that i t
flew from I n , hope that some unknown party starts a forest fire behind
it to goose it into the circle, because otherwise you're out of list, er, luck.
This is obviously of greater interest with the Kite than with the flock
of juncos.
Draw area boundaries so that teams understand them. Avoid drawing
them d o w n the middle of roads ("Well, it was on our side until the
Merlin chased it"), or narrow waterways ("We thought you reported
that Smew"). Use ridgetops, abrupt habitat changes and other features
likely to be obvious.
Poaching is the practice of one team stealing species from another
team's area i n order to come u p w i t h a big day list. It is useful and
productive if used properly. Don't tell teams not to poach on other
areas. Make all areas small enough to complete w i t h i n a reasonable
day's effort, and tell teams to poach if they have time. Suggest some
possible areas to poach. I n 1984 the Eugene CBC team i n whose area a
Snowy O w l had been lurking was jinxed on count day, finding
everything but the owl. A poaching team made a pass through the area
and found i t . Boundaries are for convenience, and to make sure that
areas that should be covered get covered. If you've squeezed all of the
Song Sparrows out of your area, go elsewhere. This is a bird count, go
where the birds are.
In the week or 2 before the count, notify local police agencies of the
count. This w i l l keep owling teams unhassled and free to owl, and w i l l
give teams a head start i n explaining to the gendarme their peering
into backyard garden plots. Another note to the local paper can help,
too, as residents may stop a team to say there is an eagle i n a tree on Cat
Street, which would otherwise have gone unnoticed.
Team preparation
Some pre-count coverage is good, if possible. Where is the Shrike
hiding? Are there rails this year i n that otherwise useless ditch?
Which feeders are active?
A n information packet sent early to team leaders should contain: a good
map of the area to be covered; aerial photos if useful; tide information
for coastal counts; phone numbers of all team members, other area
leaders, and the organizer; car I D cards; notes on the area and past
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coverage; information on any pre- or post-count meetings; the names and
phone numbers of local people such as park caretakers and landowners
who may be willing to permit special access; and finally, a list of
species specially to be sought i n the area or hard to find i n the count as
a whole.
For information on aerial photographs and copying them, contact a
local university, the Oregon Department of Transportation, or other
government agencies managing land i n your area. The University of
Oregon Map Library i n Eugene has an extensive collection, and most
copy very nicely on an ordinary photocopier. Your local county
assessor's office can assist you i n determining who owns a parcel of land
that looks interesting but seems inaccessible. The yellow car cards that
National Audubon used to provide may be produced and used locally
with the NAS name on them, according to American Birds. I do so each
year at Florence, and can provide a sample for you to take to your local
typesetter for new dates. This costs about $5 per year. They're just like
Mama used to make. Some teams w i l l use a lot of this material, others
w i l l use none. The organizer's job is to give the team leader as many
options as possible, so that she can make informed choices on count day.
Count day
Count day begins at midnight and owls are birds. Get out i n the A . M .
and f i n d some. Try to locate some ahead of time and scout likely areas.
In the P.M. you w i l l be too tired, and the hot cider with a shot of Tuaca
is too tempting. A morning meeting, before the sun creeps u p the back
side of Vulture's Breath Ridge, is useful for counts that have a lot of out
of t o w n participants or that have a lot of last minute organizing to do.
Did they all show up, or does Team Zed get an area to cover?
Go count birds. Keep track of how many are poached, and where. Never
let tallying take up more time than counting. Adjustments can always be
made if the woodpecker didn't get marked d o w n the instant after it
was seen. If you were marking it d o w n when the Goshawk snagged it
and flew away, you w i l l never know that the list—and your day's
birding experience—is short one large rare accipiter. Try to stay caught
up on jays, sparrows, and other more "even-flow" species that are hard
to accurately remember later.
In addition to food and appropriate clothing, there are 2 things that
counters ought to bring and often don't. One is that nasty little red
Audubon squeaker that A u n t Jane sent you. The ugly truth is that those
things work if kept d r y , and are useful to give the old pishing lips a
break during a long day i n the field. The other (don't laugh) is an
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umbrella for counts i n the rain zone—most counts. Why get yourself,
your binoculars, and your scope soaking wet while scanning pastures?
They have one important negative characteristic: noise. The rattle of
raindrops may drown out the chatter of Crossbills. Use the small,
collapsible kind w i t h the loop handle, and hang i t from a belt clip
when not i n use. It is not a replacement for raingear, but an added
convenience.
In addition to acceptable weather and the number of observers, the
single most important factor i n the success of a CBC is the amount of
time spent outside of cars. Even if you only move 10 feet from that nice,
warm van, get out. You'll find far more birds, especially by sound. If
possible, leapfrog your team by sending walkers along roads. Pick them
up a mile later. If you do this all day, you w i l l be amazed at the
number of birds you w i l l find, even i n mediocre weather. If the weather
is Truly Foul, of course, the guilt index for hiding i n the car goes d o w n
with the chill factor as the snow begins to appear above the hubcaps
and the w i n d rips the wipers from the windshield. Split your team
constantly, even if only for 15-minute walks into the woods. Do the
tough or long walks early in the day, while you still have the energy.
The CBC is next to useless as a true population indicator unless accurate
party mile and hour data is kept. Keep your compiler happy and your
data useful by keeping track of those numbers. The same is true of
habitat coverage. If you never got to that pasture, indicate that on your
results, or the compiler may try to guess your coverage from the maps. A
count k n o w n to have spent 50 percent of its energy i n the forest is a
better indicator of woodpecker populations than one that spent 10
percent even though the maps may show 60 percent of the area as
forested. Don't make the compiler guess what you did.

seen by Dan Dreamer, who had a full flask of Wild Turkey for lunch.
The 6 Avocets skimming puddles i n the 7-11 parking lot have no details
at all, but were seen by sober Bonnie Biglist, and who could mistake an
Avocet?
Compilers are loathe to purge sour species from the list, largely because
birders are personally attached to their rarities and reputation is so
important i n birding. Tell people ahead of time what sort of details are
required, and announce that you w i l l mercilessly purge those that don't
measure up. Consider appending a brief list of species that are often
reported w i t h inadequate details—Swainson's Hawk, House Wren,
Swainson's Thrush. Purging has to be done by someone, or the whole
count acquires a certain taint. Don't leave the dirty work to the
regional editor. When y o u send out or publish the results, explain, at
least to the people who reported the inadequately supported species,
why you found it unacceptable. Don't just secretly dump the species. Use
the opportunity to improve the field skills of your observers. Send some
sort of results to your observers right away. They d i d the work and are
entitled to know how it came out. I send a complete breakdown by area
and species, a map and observer list by area, and a letter w i t h m y
comments on various highlights of the count. If you care about the
quality of your observers' experience, they w i l l come back again next
year. Finally, f i l l out the official form for National Audubon and send
it i n , and make a few notes to yourself for next year. The Lister's Bay
CBC has been a success!

The future of Oregon CBCs

At the end of the day, have a get-together i n some w a r m place w i t h
food and good cheer. Give people a chance to brag and gripe about the
day's birding. Don't just collect the lists i n some cold, rainy place and
let everyone disappear into the gloom of night. That's no fun. Choose a
restaurant or birder's home i n Noburg and be festive. Give Team X a
chance to brag about how hard they worked to find that Peregrine,
when i n fact it was sitting on top of the Dairy Queen where they went
for a surreptitious hot cocoa break when the thermos ran out.

Several Oregon Christmas Counts are of irregular occurrence, hanging on
by a thread and gasping for observers. M y suggestion is alternation. Two
nearby counts that are marginal agree to be held i n alternate years,
each set of local observers helping the other, and imported talent
concentrating on 1 count for a higher-quality experience. Obvious
candidates for this sort of beneficial pairing are Cottage GroveOakridge and Gold Beach-Port Orford. A l l are valid; all have trouble
getting observers. Perhaps some counts should just be snuffed, but
alternation seems a feasible alternative. There is only so much observer
energy to go around.

At the end of the count the organizing is done and the compiling begins.
Compilation is more than just sitting there w i t h an adding machine.
Did Team X really walk 30 miles? The swans and Rosy Finches were
moving back and forth all day, so which sightings are likely
duplicates? Details for the Reddish Egret seem adequate, but i t was

Other areas are countless and are crying out for CBC coverage. One is
the Coquille Valley f r o m Coquille to Bandon. This is one of the most
feasible new count locations i n Oregon because of the huge numbers of
waterfowl and raptors present and quite a few nearby observers. The
largest countless stretch of Oregon is along the Columbia River from
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Portland to Umatilla County, but here, as well as i n the Treasure
Valley area of Ontario-Vale-Nyssa, the problem would be observer
recruitment.
The answer for these areas may not be recruitment at all, but observer
development, something which all local birding groups ought to
undertake as an active policy. The Ruggs-Hardman CBC has been r u n
for years by enthusiastic high school teacher Steve Brownfield, who
teaches his students to identify local species, then fields an army of
observers who come swarming out of Heppner H i g h School and conduct
a very good count. Fred Bowen has done the same at Gold Beach i n some
years. The population of northern Malheur County is 4 times that of
metropolitan Heppner. Where is the Treasure Valley CBC? Where are
the pioneers who create Christmas Counts out of the Blue Sky and
develop their o w n corps of observers? Where are the next Brownfields
and Bowens?
The Christmas Bird Count is one of the most wonderful of birding
experiences, an excellent way to introduce people to the joy of birding.
Let's plan to fill i n these gaps i n Oregon CBC coverage i n the years to
come. Keep recruiting, keep developing new talent, keep the f u n i n
birding, and, as always, good birding!
I thank Martha Sawyer, David Fix, Steve Heinl, Owen Schmidt, Otis Swisher,
and Brian Bond for their comments on early drafts of this manuscript.

T H E 1985 UPPER NESTUCCA
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT*
Larry R. Scofield, Compiler, Salem District
S.E., P.O. Box 3227, Salem, OR 97302

BLM,

1717

Fabry Road

This was the tenth year of the Upper Nestucca Christmas Bird Count.
The count was developed i n 1976 by the Salem, Oregon, Audubon
Society chapter and the Salem District of the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) i n order to obtain information on owls and other
nocturnal birds in the Coast Range.
The original purpose was to develop a coordinated and regulated
winter schedule for scientific determinations of o w l behavior at a
season i n which little is known about o w l biology, especially Northern
Spotted O w l behavior. A n area i n the Coast Range 15 miles west of
McMinnville was chosen for the count because of the k n o w n concentration of Spotted O w l families.
This year (1985) the nocturnal part of the Christmas count was from
3:00 am to 6:00 am, and from 6:00 p m to 9:00 pm, 22 December 1985
(Sunday), i n order to monitor the night activity of owls. A daytime
count was scheduled f r o m 7:15 am to 4:39 p m . The weather during the
daytime survey was clear and cold but warmed through the day until
about 3:00 pm, and then turned cold again.
Field observers Bill Tice, Greg Gillson, and Mike Jenkins surveyed
Sector 1 and the Nestucca River part of Sector 3. The Bald Eagles that
are normally observed i n Sector 1 (T.3S., R.7W., Section 9, SW 1\4), a
known Bald Eagle nesting site and flyway, were not found again this
year. However, these observers located a Hutton's Vireo, Ruffed
Grouse, Red Crossbills, Pine Siskins, Gray Jays, and Purple Finches.
Robbie Earon, Mariana Bornholdt, and I surveyed Sector 2 (and some
upper parts of Sector 4) where the highlights were Common
Mergansers, Mountain Chickadees, Great Blue Herons, and Killdeer.
The adult Bald Eagle seen on Moon Creek last year was not located this
year although we diligently searched for it (T.3S., R.8W., Section 19).

T h i s article follows Scofield, Larry
Nestucca CBC, Oregon Birds 5(6): 22-24,1979.
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I'pper Nestucca CBC

The weather on the early morning count was clear and cold, w i t h stars
shining brightly (it was also a good night for Halley's Comet). The
early morning "night survey party" consisted of 4 observers—Dick and
Karen Cogburn, Wayne Logan (BLM wildlife biologist), and me. The
night survey participants were stationed at predetermined critical
listening sites i n order to advantageously locate any owls answering my
artificial voice calls.
This year participants were not camped i n the home territory of the
known Spotted O w l family as i n previous years (Coast Creek Northern
Spotted O w l family group); location: T.5S., R.7W., Section 7, SE 1/4.
Consequently, only clues to the location of these owls were obtained by
observers stationed on the ridges above the home territory. It seems
that a base-camp station i n the home territory of these owls is
necessary i n the winter for locating them. This method worked best i n
past years. The "ridge stationing" is designed to monitor the hunting
flyway of these owls beyond the home territory and to get an overall
view of the home valley.
From their station, Dick and Karen Cogburn heard not only a Northern
Pygmy-Owl, but a "sqwack" resembling the sound of a female Spotted
O w l d o w n i n the home valley, but the sound was of short duration.
Wayne Logan, on a different ridge station, thought he heard a Spotted
O w l call coming from a different ridge i n the hunting flyway, but this
also was far away and of short duration. I heard 6 calls from still a
different ridge station from 5:39 to 6:00 am that resembled a male
Spotted O w l on a ridge (hunting flyway) next to the home valley.
All of this information points out that the Coast Creek Spotted Owls
are probably flying far away from their home valley to hunt (they
must have a large hunting flyway) because there is not enough food i n
their home valley (Coast Creek). This Spotted O w l territory has long
been regarded by Salem B L M biologists as one of the most unusual
habitats that Spotted Owls inhabit o n the District. Early i n the
development of this forest a heavy snow broke out the tops of the young
trees so that they later grew to resemble the old-growth pattern of
broken tops that Spotted Owls require for nesting i n their ecological
niche. However, the trees are not as o l d as those generally making up
the home of the largest percentage of Spotted O w l families. Actually
a quirk of nature caused the forest to resemble old-growth enough so
that Spotted Owls settled here. A t least some of their needs were met,
but perhaps there is not enough hunting potential i n the area of brokentop trees. In actuality, too, this kind of unusual forest arrangement does
not cover all of the Coast Creek valley i n which the owls live, but i t
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must be enough territory of this kind to allow them to exist here. B L M
biologists very much want to study this situation.
Putting all the clues together from each of the 3 observer stations this
year, we decided that our hypothesis on these owls is probably ringing
more and more true as per their hunting needs. However, we could not
come to any conclusion as to how many Spotted Owls we heard (or was
it the same one, or a male and a female?). Also, the shortness of the
calls from 2 stations do not lead to definite conclusion. Therefore, due to
a lack of being able to connect u p our information substantially, w e
decided not to include this data i n the official count records, but to
spend more time investigating these owls next spring and summer. One
other point w e considered i n this situation was that a Great Horned
Owl was heard i n the territory, too, that night. This predator could
have been the reason that the Spotted Owls were not answering very
well.
The weather on the second part of the night count from 6:00 to 9:00 p m
also was clear and cold. Lots of bright stars were shining crystal clear
and the moon shone brightly. Two crews were dispersed to 2 different
owl family locations on the Nestucca River's upper reaches and
tributaries: (1) Wayne Logan, Bill Tice, and Bob Lucas to the Elk Creek
owl family location; and (2) me, m y wife Ruth, m y son Bryan, M a r k
LaBell, and M a r y Fischer to the Upper.Nestucca o w l family territory.
This section of our night count has always been scheduled for our more
traditional old-growth timbered areas along the Nestucca River and
Elk Creek where we had often heard Spotted Owls i n our past years'
counts (2 of the BLM's known Spotted Owl families live here).
The Nestucca River corridor Spotted O w l group and the Elk Creek
Spotted Owls have been getting harder and harder to locate through
the years because of the ever-increasing cutting of old-growth and
median-aged timber i n these areas. I n 1975 when the Upper Nestucca
owl family was first located, and during the Christmas counts from 19761980, the flyway for this family normally extended upriver to Ginger
Creek (T.3S., R.6W., Section 7, east-central). But old-growth cutting i n
the Ginger Creek watershed and high reaches of the Nestucca River
has caused the o w l family to move down river to a more suitable o l d growth area o n the river. However, an old-growth corridor does r u n
upriver o n B L M land. It has been designated an "Area of Critical
Environmental Concern" (ACEC) by the BLM as of 1 October 1983. The
protection w i l l be needed to save these owls.
The ACEC river corridor d o w n river from the Fan Creek BLM recreation
site was where a female Spotted O w l was first heard by observers Ruth
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Scofield and Mary Fischer at 7:58 p m count night (T.3S., R.7W., Section
24, SW 1/4). Mark LaBell (stationed high above the river) heard the
female again at 8:07 p m , but this time farther upriver (NE 1/4 of
Section 24). Bryan Scofield (also stationed high above the river)
heard the female at 8:16 p m , but still farther upriver (ACEC corridor in
Section 13). I followed the o w l after returning to the Fan Creek station
from m y original voice calling location. The owl stayed right i n the
ACEC old-growth corridor as she moved upstream. We suspected that
my artificial voice calling was prodding the o w l to search more and
more upstream for the source of m y calling, but the original location
where she was first heard is i n the more prime old-growth habitat
below Fan Creek. We were not able to effectively use any optical
equipment because of the darkness, but the female's calls were distinct.
We d i d not follow her all the way up the ACEC corridor, as the 9:00 p m
quitting time was approaching and everyone was freezing cold (14° F.
outside temperature). There was also more and more ice on the road as
we moved upstream. O n the way d o w n river we rendezvoused with
Wayne Logan and his team to find out that they had heard nothing i n
their night-owling searches i n the territory of the Elk Creek o w l
family.
This tenth year marks the end of the original Salem District
BLM—Salem A u d u b o n Society agreement for Spotted Owls on the
Upper Nestucca Christmas Bird Count. A renegotiation w i l l probably
be made sometime i n 1986 between both parties i n order to continue the
winter monitoring of these owls.
The Upper Nestucca count is important because it is the only northern
Oregon Coast Range (above Eugene) habitat on the Christmas Bird
Count circuit. Data gathered from this annual survey is important in
the study of bird biology for our area, and useable i n making land-use
planning decisions. •
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FIELDNOTES

F I E L D N O T E S : Western Oregon
Fall 1985
Sieve Heinl, 210 East 3rd Apt. C, Eugene, OR 97401
ABREVIATIONS USED:

Oregon Birds and American Birds have synchronized reporting areas,
periods, and deadlines. Field reports for eastern and western Oregon
are due to the OB Regional Editor and AB Regional Editor at the same
time.
The best records of unusual birds are the most complete: accompanied by a detailed
written description, a photograph, and in some cases, a tape recording of a vocalization.
Carry a small notebook and pen at all times in the field, and take notes about anything
that catches your attention. Use your camera, and submit photos with your records of
rarities. *** Surprisingly few birders carry sound-recording gear. It is now as compact and
about the same price as a camera and telephoto lens, and no more difficult to use. It
especially adds a great pleasure to breeding-season birding." Charles D. Duncan,
American Birds 40(2): 248-49,1986.

Season

Months

Due date

Fall
Winter
Spring
Summer

August—November
December—February
March—May
June—July

10 December
10 March
10 June
10 August

WESTERN
OREGON

EASTERN
OREGON
Oregon Birds Regional Editors

Steve Heinl
210 East 3rd Apt. C
Eugene OR 97401

Steve Summers
1009 Merryman Drive
Klamath Falls OR 97603

American Birds Regional Editors
Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.
Route 2 Box 200
VashonWA 98070
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Thomas H . Rogers
E. 10820 Maxwell
Spokane W A 99206

B.O.S.-Bayocean Spit
BSNWR- Baskett Slough National Wildlife Refuge
FRR - Fern Ridge Reservoir
NJSR - North Jetty Siuslaw River
SJCR - South Jetty Columbia River
s.p. - sewage ponds
T.R.S. - Toketee Ranger Station
LOONS — HERONS
Pacific Loons were found inland at 2 locations on 25 Oct. One was at
Scoggins Valley Pk. (Washington Co.) (PP), and 2 were at McGilchrist
Pond, Salem (BL). A Red-necked Grebe at Siletz Bay 19 Aug. was early
(I'O). Otherwise arrivals were noted in late September. One at Hood
River 13 Oct. was probably a first county record (DA). A n Eared Grebe
nt Sheridan s.p. 7 Sept. was the first report of the fall (RG). There
were 3 reports of Clark's Grebe. One was at Heceta Head (Lane) 21-28
Aug. (MHu, SH), and singles were at Gold Beach and Coos Bay 12 Oct.
(VT). This species can be expected coastally in small numbers during
fiill migration.
Low numbers of Black-footed Albatross were found on all pelagic trips,
with no more than 10 found on any trip. Fifty-plus Northern Fulmars
were seen flying north from the NJSR 2 Nov. (DFi, VTr, SH). Over 350
rink-footed Shearwaters off Brookings 8 Sept. was by far the highest
total reported (JR, R A E , et. al.). A trip out of Newport 5 Oct. found 150
Huller's Shearwaters, including a single flock of 75 (KL, et. al.). Two at
the NJSR 2 Nov. furnished a rare onshore sighting (DFi, VTr). Sooty
Shearwater numbers dropped dramatically at the end of September
with only 5 found off Garibaldi and 6 off Newport, both 5 Oct. (VT, K L ,
et. al.). A Short-tailed Shearwater out of Garibaldi 15 Sept. was the
only one noted offshore (DA, et. al.). Thirty were seen from the NJSR 16
Nov. (DFi, SH, SG, JC0. Singles were also seen there 21 Nov. (DFi, SH),
and from the Umpqua R. mouth 25 Nov. (RM).
White Pelicans made rare w. Oregon appearances at Agate L . 25 Oct.
(OSw), and at Fairview L . near Troutdale 3-9 Nov. (VT). Brown PeliO R E G O N B I R D S 12(3): 209,1986

Bullers Shearwater, October 1985. Photo by PhU Pickering.

Buller's Shearwater, 6 October 1985, off Garibaldi, Tillamook Co. Photo by Jim Johnson.

cans were on the coast in good numbers this fall. Of the 1500 around the
SJCR 28 Sept., 65 percent were imm. (PP). Heavy southward movement
took place in mid-November, and 2 birds at Newport 21 Nov. were the
last of the season (WB, FB).

scrutiny of goose flocks by Willamette Valley observers has resulted in
the finding of several Brant each fall. One was at Ankeny NWR 30 Oct.
(JA), and 2 were at Sauvie I. 5 Nov. (MH). Single Dusky Canada Geese
were at Brookings and Harbor 14 Nov. (RAE). Small numbers winter
regularly in Curry and Coos Counties (JR).

A Snowy Egret at Agate L . 9-20 Aug. was one of few Jackson Co. records,
and the only one reported away from Pony Slough (MM). Cattle Egrets
made an incredibly dismal snowing after last fall's invasion. There
were only 2 reports. One near Glide 1 Oct. was very early (Marie
Ayers). The other was at the Salmon R. 1 Nov. (PP). An imm. Blackcrowned Night-Heron at Tillamook 6 Sept. was only the second county
record (JG).
WATERFOWL
Flocks of Gr. White-fronted Geese flying SE over Diamond Lake Ranger
District in September and early October were most likely headed
toward the Klamath Basin. Hundreds passed over on 26 Sept. (DFi, et.
al.). Snow Geese were found coastally with 20 at the SJCR 27 Oct. (PM),
and 1 at Tillamook 12 Nov. (VT, JE). A Snow Goose at Sauvie I. 24 Sept.
was a bit early (BO). A Ross' Goose was at Ankeny NWR 16-23 Nov.
(JA). There are only a handful of w. Oregon sightings of this species. A
Brant at the SJCR 14 Sept. may have summered (Phil Mattocks). Closer
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The first Gadwall of the fall were 2 at D-Lake (Lincoln) 5 Oct. (DF,
PP). There were 222 there by 1 Nov. (PP). The first Eurasian Wigeon of
the fall was also at D-Lake on 30 Sept. (PP). Seventy-five Redhead
were at their Hood River wintering area 17 Nov. (DA). The midNovember movement of Oldsquaw brought 1 inland to Minto Is. 16 Nov.
(BB). Twenty-two Surf Scoters were reported inland from mid-October
to mid-November. One at Lake Selmac 16 Nov. was a second for
Josephine Co. (RAE). Up to 7 were at the Forest Grove s.p. 27 Oct.-10
Nov. (VT, DLu, et. al.), and up to 12 were at the Sheridan s.p. 24 Oct.-6
Nov. (RG, PP). There were 4 White-winged Scoters found inland as
well. Two were at Sheridan 15 Oct.-ll Nov. (RG), and singles were at
Sauvie I. 12 Nov. (MH) and Cascade Locks 17 Nov. (DA). A Common
Goldeneye at D-Lake 7 Oct. was the first of the fall (PP). For the
second year in a row Barrow's Goldeneyes were found at the Cannon
Beach s.p. Four were there 23 Oct., with 1 still there 6 Nov. (HN, JG).
This species is rarely found west of the Cascade foothills.
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RAPTORS — CRANE
Turkey Vultures departed in mid-September, with 150-200 over
Jacksonville 19 Sept. the largest group reported (fide MM). One at
Harbor 29 Oct. was the last report (RAE). Fifteen of the 30+ Blackshouldered Kites reported were in the Rogue Valley (MM). Arrivals
began showing up in early September with 1 at the SJCR 9 Sept. the
first reported (Steve Jaggers). Two ad. and 2 imm. kites were at Nehalem Meadows 21 Sept.-Oct. (BB, et. al.), and 2 ad. and 3 imms. were
near White City 9-15 Aug. (MM, et. al.). Breeding is suspected in both
areas. Goshawks were noted on the coastal slope at Thornton Crk.
(Lincoln) 19 Sept. (DF), and at Tillamook 25 Sept. (JE, HN).

Sept. (BO), and 2 were at Agate L. 1 Sept. (MM). The only GoldenI'lovers to be differentiated to race were single dominicas at Newport
18 Sept., and Siletz Bay 22 Sept. (PP). It is important to try to
distinguish between the fulva and dominica races, as they may possibly be split into full species in the future. A trio of Am. Avocets visited
Agate L. from mid-August to 2 Sept. (MM).
Lesser Yellowlegs peaked in mid-August with 85 at Meares L . 18 Aug.
the largest concentration noted (JG, et. al.). A total of 6 Solitary
Sandpipers were reported 7 Aug.-16 Sept., 3 of which were at B.O.S.
(m.ob.). Willets at the Sixes R. mouth 6 Sept. (DR, C O ) and the
Siltcoos Outlet 10 Sept. (AC, AP, MS) were the only ones found away
from their usual haunts. A Whimbrel of the asian race variegatus was

The pattern of recent records suggests that there may be a regular late
summer-fall movement of Red-shouldered Hawks into Oregon's interior
valleys and along the coast north of Coos and Curry Counties. Two were
found in the Rogue V. 1 and 25 Sept., 2 were in the Umpqua V. 15 Aug.
and 14 Sept., and at least 3 birds were in the Eugene area from midAugust on (m.ob.). One at Coos Bay 1 Aug. was at the northern edge of
this species' regular range (PS). A n adult at Tillamook 30-31 Aug. was a
first county record and the northernmost coastal record to date (JG). Two
possible harlani Red-tailed Hawks were among a large concentration
of buteos near Coburg (Lane) 18+ Nov. (DI, S H , DFi). Both were darkphase birds that had white tails with dark mottled bands. A Roughlegged Hawk at BSNWR 15 Sept. was the first of the fall, with large
numbers arriving in mid-October (RG).
The first Peregrine of the fall was also at BSNWR on 7 Sept. (BL, GS).
A Prairie Falcon made a very rare coastal appearance at North Beach
(Douglas) on 29 Aug. (MS). The first arrival date for Merlin was 13
Sept. at Nehalem (fide HN).
Just how wild are the Ring-necked Pheasants you count on your lists?
During a 3-week period in October over 1100 of these big chickens were
introduced at FRR for the hunting season by O D F W (Wayne Morrow
ODFW). A pair of California Quail at BSNWR were with new young
on the very late date of 22 Sept. (BL). Large flocks of Sandhill Cranes
were noted moving south in late October to mid-November all through
Oregon's interior valleys (m.ob.). A few were still at Sauvie I. at the
end of the period (HN).
SHOREBIRDS
Lesser Golden-Plovers were reported in smaller numbers than in past
years 3 Aug.-23 Oct. (m.ob.). Inland, singles were at Sauvie I. 9 and 20
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Whimbrel of variegatus subspecies at Clatsop Beach. Photo by JeffGilligan.

at Clatsop Beach 25+ Sept. (HN, JE, photo JG). This race shows a
whitish, streaked rump and underwings. This is the first record for
Oregon, and 1 of only 2 or 3 ever found south of Alaska. The usual 1-2
Long-billed Curlews were at Newport and Bandon all fall (m.ob.). One
was also found at North Beach (Douglas) 18 Aug. (MS). Two juv.
Hudsonian Godwite were found this fall, with both birds staying at
least 2 weeks. One was at the SJCR 23 Aug.-lO Sept. (JG, mob.) and the
other was at Bandon 5+ Oct. (LT, m.ob.). The Bandon bird was last seen
6 Nov. as it was chased around by a Peregrine (BS, ZS). Over 75
Marbled Godwits were at Bandon 1 Sept. (MHu, DI, DFi, SH). Three at
Sauvie I. the same day were the first ever found in Multnomah Co. (JJ).
A Ruddy Turnstone at the Kirtland Rd. s.p., Medford, was a rare inland
find (MM).
Very small numbers of Red Knots were reported this fall with 3 at
Bandon 6 Aug. the largest group noted (JG). One at Tillamook 11-13
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Nov. was very late, although they have wintered (HN). Semipalmated Sandpipers peaked in mid-August with 15 at B.O.S. 17 Aug. (JG,
SH, MHu) and 5 at the Siltcoos Outlet 14-21 Aug. (SH, MHu). Only 2
inland Semis were reported. Singles were at Emigrant L. 17 Aug. (m.ob.)
and at Sauvie I. 4 Sept. (JJ). One at Siletz Bay 22 Sept. was late (PP).
Adult shorebirds migrate earlier than juveniles, creating 2 different
peaks in numbers during their migration period. It is amazing just how
fast the proportion of adults to juv. changes. A flock of over 2000
Western Sandpipers at B.O.S. 2 Aug. contained only 10 juv. birds (JG, et.
al.). Only 5 days later on 7 Aug., 75 percent of the 2000 Westerns present
were juveniles (HN). Westerns peaked in mid-August with 11,000 at
B.O.S. 18 Aug. (JG, et. al.). A probable juv. Little Stint was photographed at B.O.S. 7 Sept. (JJ, DB). The identification was agreed upon
by Lars Jonsson, co-author of the stint identification article in Am.
Birds 1985. This would be the first record for Oregon.

Juvenile Little Stint, 7 September 1985, Bat/ocean sandspit, TillamookCo. Photo by Jim
Johnson.

Least Sandpipers also peaked in mid-August with 4000 at B.O.S. 18
Aug. (JG et. al.). Six Sharj^aijed, Sandpipers were found 6 Sept.-19
Oct. Singles were found at Newport 6 Sept. (PP), the SJCR 14-15 Sept.
(RS, Mike Patterson) and 21 Sept. (Rob Fergus), Nehalem 21 Sept. (PP),
Tillamook 27 Sept. (JG), and Bandon 11 and 19 Oct. (RS, PM, DLu). Rock
Sandpipers moved into the state in late October with 1 at the NJSR 20
Oct. the first reported (TM).
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Two more Curlew Sandpipers obliged Oregon birders this fall,
following the adult at Bandon i n late July. A partial breeding
plumaged bird was at B.O.S. 14-18 Aug. (AC, DL, ph. JG, MHu). That
bird was followed closely by a juv. there 20 Aug.-l Sept. (Omar
I lalvorson, ph. JJ, OS). Seven Stilt Sandpipers were reported from 3
Aug.-15 Sept. The first was at BSNWR 3 Aug. for the second record
there (BB). One was at Nehalem Meadows 16-18 Aug. (SH, MHu, JG), 3
were at the SJCR 18-25 Aug. (AC, D L ) , 1 was at the Nehalem s.p. 29
Aug. (JE, VT), and 1 at the Siltcoos Outlet 15 Sept. was a second Lane
Co. record (SH, MHu, AC).
Buff-breasted Sandpipers made an excellent showing with over 25 birds
found 15 Aug.-15 Sept. Singles were at the SJCR 15 Aug. and 1 Sept. (RS,
JG), and at Newport 17 Aug. (DI, TM). Three were at B.O.S. 20 Aug.,
with 8 there 27 Aug. (m.ob.). Singles showed up there again 14 and 21

juvenile Curlew Sandpiper, 24 August 1985, Bayocean sandspit, Tillamook Co. Photo by
Jim Johnson.

Sept. (RS, PP). Seven Buff-breasteds in the deflation plain of the SJSR.
4 Sept. was a Lane Co. first (SH, MHu). By 11 Sept. 14 birds were there,
possibly the largest flock ever found on the west coast. Several lingered
there to at least 15 Sept. Another bird was at the Siltcoos Outlet 11
Sept. (MHu, SH).
In contrast only 1 Ruff was found, for the second year in a row. One was
at the deflation plain of the Siuslaw R. 8 Sept. for a second Lane Co.
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record (TM). Two Short-billed Dowitchers at Bandon 27 Oct. were late
(m.ob.). A juv. Wilson's Phalarope at the Siltcoos Outlet 14 Aug. was
the only one reported (MHu, SH). They are rare in the fall. A large
inland concentration of 40 Red-necked Phalaropes was at the Kirtland
Rd. s.p. near Medford in rnTcT^pt. (MM). A single Red Phalarope off
Garibaldi 14 Sept. was oddly the only report of the fall, as migration
took place very late (JJ et. al.). Huge numbers were noted passing south
off n. California during late D e c - early Jan. (fide Northern California
Rare Bird Alert).
,

Taw views of the Hudsonian Godwitat SJCR, 23 August 1985. Photos by JeffGWigan.
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IAIGERS — A L C I D S
Very low numbers of jeagers were found on offshore trips this fall.
I lighs were 10 Pomarine, 10 Parasitic, and 4 Long-tailed, all out of
Winchester Bay 31 Aug. (m.ob.). Pelagic trippers out of Garibaldi 14
Sept. were treated to 3 South Polar Skuas (JJ et. al.).
Two Franklin's Gulls were reported, both in August. One was
at Newport 17 Aug. (DI), and the
other was at the Pistol R. 22 Aug.
for a first Curry Co. record (BO).
There was a strong movement of
Heerman's Gulls out of the region
in early November, with 200+
passing off the NJSR in little
more than an hour 2 Nov. (DFi,
VTr, SH). Very rare inland
reports were 1 at FRR 31 Oct.
(SH), and 5 at the Sheridan s.p. 6
Nov. (TL). One at Brookings 14
Nov. was the last one noted
(RAE). Mew Gulls arrived in
oarly August with single adults
at Tillamook 3 Aug. (MHu, SH),
nnd Coos Bay 6 Aug. (JG). A juv.
was at Nehalem s.p. 16 Aug.
(SH, MHu). A .Herring Gull at
Hood R. 21 Sept. was the first
report of the fall (DA). Single
Western Gulls of the southern
race xvymani were found at Coos
Bay 8-9 Aug. (ph. JG), and at
Newport 16 Nov. (PP). The status
of this subspecies in Oregon is
very poorly known.
Small numbers of Glaucouswinged Gulls regularly move up
the Columbia R. well east of
Hood River, so 2 there 21 Sept. is
not surprising (DA). A n imm.
Sabine's Gull at Newport 18
Sept. was the only onshore report South Polar Skua.

Photoby Jim Johnson.
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(PP). The highest total found offshore was 30 out of Brookings 8 Sept.
(JR et. al.). Up to 15 Caspian Terns were at FRR 6 Sept. and small
numbers were present there all summer (MHu, SH). The last report of
the season was a single bird at the SJCR 25 Sept. (HN).
The only small tern movement noted was a "comic" tern movement at
Port Orford 11 Oct. (RS). Small numbers of Common Terns were scattered
along the coast, with 1 at the NJSR 4 Nov. being very iate (DFi, VTr,
SH). Two Arctic Terns were at the SJCR 30 Aug. (HN), and another was
there 12 Sept. (TC). One at the NJSR 4 Nov. was exceptionally late
(DFi, VTr, SH). There were 3 reports of Forster's Tern. A flock of 4 was
at Sauvie I. 14 Sept. (TC), 1 was at the SiuslavTR. mouth 15 Sept. (SH,
MHu, A C ) , and 1 was at Newport 5 Oct. (DF). Rare,Black Terns were at
the Kirtland Rd. s.p. 2 Sept. (MM), and the Nehalem s.p. 23 Oct. (HN),
with the last one being very late.
Two Pigeon Guillemots were still lingering at Port Orford 28 Sept.
(RAE, SS). Xantus' Murrelets made 4 appearances this fall. The first

CICEONS — W O O D P E C K E R S
A Band-tailed Pigeon was still at Siletz Bay 11 Nov. (PP). A Mourning
I >ove at the Salmon R. 5 Oct. was only a few miles south of Tillamook
Co. where they are very rare (DF, PP).
A fledgling Flammulated Owl was found on the front porch of a home in
the forest N E of Ashland in early August. It was then taken to a
wildlife rehabilitation center in Grant's Pass (fide OSw). This is the
third nesting record for western Oregon. Future searching by birders on
the west slope of the southern Cascades should prove this species to be
regular in the right habitat. A Burrowing Owl at the N . jetty of the
Rogue R. 16 Aug. is noteworthy as they haven't been found for several
years (Elmer Specht). A Barred Owl was on Boundary Rd. near Glide 2
Nov. where they've been for nearly 5 years (KK). A Long-eared Owl
was found near timberline on Mt. Thielson 29 Sept. for one of few
Douglas Co. records (DFi). Rather surprising was an imm. N. Saw-whet
Owl with freshly killed prey in broad daylight 8 Oct. near T.R.S.
(DFi).
The last reported Common Nighthawk was 1 in Lincoln Co. 20 Sept.
(DF). Two Common Poorwills were found in Douglas Co. The first was 5
miles e. of T.R.S. on 20 Sept. (DFi). The other one was also found in the
eastern part of the county 6 Oct. (Elaine Porter). There were 6 reports of
1-3 Black Swifts 30 Aug.-13 Sept. (m.ob.). Rufous Hummingbirds
departed by late September, thus 2 Selasphorus at Harbor 18 Nov. were
very late (RAE, AB).

Xantus' Murrelel, 14 September 1985,off Garibaldi, Tillamook Co. Photo by Jim Johnson.

sighting was a pair 12 miles off southern Lane Co. 31 Aug. (MHu, ph.
MS, SS). Another bird was found 18 miles out of Garibaldi 14 Sept. (DR,
ph. JJ), and 2 more were found one and a half miles out the next day (DA
et. al.). Finally, 4 were seen from Cape Meares 27 Sept. (JG). There were
only 4 previous records for Oregon and these were the first by active
birders. Fifteen-plus Ancient Murrelets were seen flying south in onestwos from the NJSR 16 Nov. (SH, DFi, SG). Otherwise small numbers
were widely reported in November. The pelagic trip out of Garibaldi 14
Sept. found a large total of 50 Rhinoceros Auklets (JJ et. al.).
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Interesting were 5 migrant Lewis' Woodpeckers found in the Gold
L./Waldo L . area 11 Sept. (AP). Were they migrating south, or were
they moving west into the interior valleys? Another was found s. of
Philomath 24 Nov. (DE). They are now quite rare as winterers in the
Willamette V. Williamson's Sapsuckers on the Diamond L . Ranger
District 18 and 25 Sept. may have bred in the area (DFi); however, 1 at
Gold L. 8 Sept. was a migrant (JC). This species and other mainly east
slope species should be looked for on the west side of the crest in fall
migration. A possible White-headed Woodpecker was seen on the
Diamond L. Ranger District 20 Aug. (Randy Menke fide DFi). This
would be a first Douglas Co. record. The only Three-toed Woodpecker
report was 1 at Haystack Butte near Hoodoo 27 Oct. (Fred Chancey).
F L Y C A T C H E R S — DIPPER
Some last flycatcher sightings were as follows: Olive-sided in Portland
14 Sept. (BO), W. Wood-Pewee at FRR 24 Sept. (SH), Willow
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Flycatcher at Timpanogas L. in N E Douglas Co. 18 Sept. (MS), and
Hammond's at Timpanogas L . and Logsden 18 Sept. (MS, FS). A Least
Flycatcher was at Cape Blanco 1 Sept. (MHu, SH). This is a first Curry
Co. record and only the second or third record for w. Oregon. A Say's
Phoebe was near Philomath 14-26 Nov. (DE). A n Ash-throated
Flycatcher at Cape Blanco 17 Aug. was the only extralimital report
(JR, C O ) . Several "out-of-place" Western Kingbirds were found in
September. Singles were at T.R.S. 8 Sept. (DFi), Cannon Beach 15 Sept.
(VT), and Portland 26 Sept. (DB). One at Nehalem 18 Oct. was very
late and Tropical Kingbird is more likely at that time of year (SJ). A
rare coastal Horned Lark was at Bandon in a flock of Longspurs 3 Nov.
(PMetal.).
Purple Martins began leaving the state late August-early September.
Small groups were seen moving south all day along the Curry Co.
coastline 1 Sept. (MHu, DI, DFi, SH). They are seldom actually seen
migrating. Twelve were at the Nehalem s.p. on 17 Sept. (TC). Large
numbers of migrating Violet-green Swallows were noted by many late
September-early October. A large flock was still found along the
Clackamas R. near Oregon City 22 Oct. (MH). There were 3 November
reports of Barn Swallow after the main September-October movement.
A flock was on Sauvie I. 5 Nov. (MH), 2 were near Salem 13 Nov. (Tim
Blount), and 1 was still at FRR 18 Nov. (DI, DFi, SH).
A Gray Jay was found on the Coos/Curry border 22 Aug. where they are
quite scarce (JR). The only coastal Scrub Jay was 1 at Drift Crk. 20 Oct.
(PP). A Black-billed Magpie was far out of range in SW Portland 7 Aug.
(Bill Meyer). One near Blue River (Lane) 30 Sept. was a more typical
date and location for this species' wanderings. Unusual were 2 Mountain
Chickadees at a Newport feeder 8-10 Sept. (Sue Beal). Another was at
Wolf Crk. 25 Nov. (BP). A Rock Wren was found at Cear Camp in Curry
Co. 20 Aug. (JR). A migrant Dipper was found in Portland 18 Sept.
(Jimbo Beckman).
GNATCATCHER—WARBLERS
An ad. female Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was banded at Merlin 7 Sept.
(Dennis Vroman). The last report for the Rogue V. was 10 Oct. (BSm).
Small groups of Western Bluebirds were found in Lincoln Co. in late
September and October (FS, DF). This species is regular in the coast
range of Lincoln and Lane Counties, and should be looked for in other
coastal counties. Small groups of migrating Mountain Bluebirds were
found in e. Douglas Co. above 3500 ft. September-October (DFi). The
main movement of Swainson's Thrushes ended with 3 at FRR 2 Oct.
(SH). A freshly dead bird was found at Siletz on the late date of 8 Nov.
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(fide D F ) . Two Wrentits were at T.R.S. 8 Sept., only 19 miles from the

«rent (DFi).

An imm. N . Mockingbird was at Harbor 25 Oct. and an adult was at
Pistol R. 26 Oct. (DI, SH). This species seems to be rare but regular in
southern Curry Co. A Sage Thrasher at Tillamook 23 Oct. was one of
few ever found in that county (HN). A few Bohemian Waxwings were
found in a Cedar Waxwing flock in Portland 1 Oct. (fide SJ). Northern
Shrikes returned in late September-early October with singles at
Tillamook and BSNWR 27 Sept. (JG, RG).
A Solitary Vireo at Lone Ranch Beach (Curry) 26 Oct. was very late
(DI, SH). Last warbler sightings were as follows: Nashville in the
Rogue V. 11 Oct. (BSm), with 1 at Wolf Crk. 2 Nov. being very late
(BP), a very late Yellow near Roseburg 29 Oct. (MS), Black-thr. Gray at
Brookings 12 Oct. (VT), Hermit in Eugene 12 Sept. (DFi), a late
MacGillivray's at T.R.S. 19 Oct. (DFi), and a Wilson's in the Rogue V. 8
Oct. (BSm). A bright male Black-throated Blue Warbler at B.O.S. 11
Nov. was the second for Tillamook Co., and only the third ever found in
w. Oregon (Tim & Bill Shelmerdine). There were only 3 Palm Warbler
reports. Two were at the SJCR 28 Sept. (PP), and singles were at Port
Orford 11 Oct. (RS), and Harbor 25 Oct-18 Nov. (SH, DI, AB, RAE).
There were also 3 Black-and-white Warbler sightings. Singles were in
Harbor 2 Sept. (RM), Roseburg 16 Sept. (Alice Parker), and Grants Pass
in late September (Rachel & Steve Siegel). A n American Redstart was
at Cape Blanco 2 Sept. (CO). A male Hooded Warbler was found
singing in an alder ravine in Harbor 28 Aug. (RAE, SS). A first for
Lincoln Co. was a Yellow-brested Chat at D-Lake 4 Sept. (PP).
TANAGERS — CROSSBILLS
A Western Tanager at T.R.S. 18 Oct. was the last report (DFi). A Rosebreasted Grosbeak was at the Elk R. (Curry) 1-12 Aug., for the second or
third county record (Bob & Connie Griffin, JR, CO). The last Blackheaded Grosbeak noted was in the Rogue V. 10 Sept. (BSm). Lazuli
Buntings were also last noted on 10 Sept. with 1 at the Sheridan s.p.
(TL). Single migrant Green-tailed Towhees were seen at T.R.S. 15 Aug.
(DFi), and Gold L. 8 Sept. (JC).
Rare migrants on the coast, 2 Chipping Sparrows were at the Marine
Science Center in Newport 16 Sept. (Dale Snow). A Clay-colored
Sparrow was at Harbor 25 Oct. (SH, DI). Another Clay-colored was
surrounded by a mob of birders at Bandon 27 Oct. (AB et. al.). The 6
Brewer's Sparrows found last summer at FRR were last seen 6 Sept. (SH,
MHu). A Vesper Sparrow was at Diamond L . 18 Sept. (MS). Two Lark
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Sparrows were found coastally. One at B.O.S. 15 Sept. was only the
second county record (VT), and 1 at the Elk R. 7 Oct. was a first for Curry
Co.(JR,CO).
Very unusual was a Black-throated Sparrow at Brookings 26-28 Sept.
(RAE, AB, SS). Not only is this the first fall record for w. Oregon, but it
is also the first fall record north of Pt. Reyes, California (fide RAE).
Lincoln's Sparrows began returning to the lowlands in mid-September
with 1 at the Salmon R. 12 Sept. (PP), and 4 in Roseburg 19 Sept. (DFi).
A Swamp Sparrow was photographed on Sauvie I. 11 Nov. (JJ). The
first White-throated Sparrow report was 1 at Hunter Crk. (Curry) 1
Oct. (Dorothy Sevey). A n imm. Harris' Sparrow at the Short Mt. dump
near Eugene 3 Nov. was just a hint of things to follow in the upcoming
months (SH, KL, PS, Doland Nichols).
Small numbers of Lapland Longspurs were reported coastally 8 Sept.-18
Nov. (m.ob.). Intersting was a single bird out at the tip of the SJCR 25
Sept(PP). Last summer's Chestnut-collared Longspur at the SJCR had
molted into full basic plumage through the period and was last seen 25
Sept. (HN). Another Chstnut-collared turned up in a flock of Laplands
at Bandon 3 Nov. but could not be refound (PM et. al.). Snow Buntings
began showing up in November with 1 at Tillamook 2 Nov. the first
report (Eric Pozzo).
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A large concentration of 150 Western Meadowlarks was at the Salmon
R. 1 Nov. (PP). A migrant meadowlark was found out at the tip of the
SJCR 28 Sept. (PP). A Northern Oriole at Sutton Beach (Lane) 30 Nov.
was very late and may have spent the winter (Brian Sharp). Otherwise the last report was of a single bird in the Rogue V . 2 Sept. (fide
MM). Always a nice surprise. Pine Grosbeaks were found at 2 locations
in the Cascades. One was at Gold L . 6 Sept. (SG), and 5 were at Crater
L. 6 Oct. (MM). A major invasion of White-winged Crossbills took place
in the Cascades beginning in late August with 3 at Scott L . (Lane) 26
Aug. (MHu, SH). Large flocks were found in e. Lane and Douglas
Counties until at least 18 Oct. (m.ob.). The last invasion was a small one
in 1981.
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JA - Jon Anderson
D B - Dave Bailey
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FB - Florence Bell
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