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Is it snow or Snow Geese? Ten Years Recording Arctic White Geese
Neck Collars: A Harney County “local’s” perspective
Kelly O. Hazen, P.O. Box 143 Hines, OR 97738 bkhazen@centurytel.net

O

ne of the advantages of
living in Harney County
is great birding. But after
a while, a new birding challenge
is welcome to keep things
interesting. That challenge was
presented ten years ago when my
friend Rick Vetter said “If you see
a Snow Goose wearing a red neck
collar, that means it was banded
during the summer months on
Wrangle Island Russia.” I thought
that was very interesting and
began my hobby of recording
Arctic white geese neck collars
in the hay ﬁelds around Burns,
Oregon.
Each year, from the end of
February to the beginning of May,
white cloud formations of geese
ﬂoat through the sky and appear
like snow drifts when they land
in the ﬁelds bordering the Lower
Silvies River ﬂoodplain. “Is it
snow or Snow Geese?” becomes
the local question this time of
year.

In 1998 I recorded seven blue
neck collars on Ross’s Geese in
one exciting afternoon. After
reporting the neck collars to
the Canadian Wildlife Service,
I received a Certiﬁcate of
Appreciation for each report.
The certiﬁcates provided detailed
information about where and
when the bird was banded, the
sex and age of the bird, and
who banded the bird. The blue
neck collars meant the Ross’s
Geese were banded during the
summer in the Western Canadian
Arctic province of Nunavut in
the Queen Maud Gulf Migratory
Bird Sanctuary. The ages of
birds I recorded varied from two
to seven years old and one of
the birds winters in Texas. This
information helped me build a list
to keep track of all of the birds I
record.
Early in my second year recording
neck collars, I saw the same
bird on the same day of the year
and I was hooked on this hobby.

Over the past ten years, I have
recorded over a thousand neck
collars. Now, about one out of
ﬁve neck-collared birds that I see
are “repeats,” meaning they are
birds that I have seen in previous
years. When I see a repeat bird,
I know its sex, age, and in some
cases, when and where it has
been recorded elsewhere. Most
of the blue neck collared Ross’s
Geese spend the winter in the
Sacramento Valley in California.
But a few have migrated as far
as Texas, Louisiana, and New
Mexico.
HABITAT DESCRIPTION
AND LOCATION
I travel on public roads around
Burns (see map) surrounded by
privately owned hay ﬁelds that are
intentionally ﬂooded each spring.
These ﬁelds are a major stopping
point for waterfowl migrating
north. The underground stems
of emergent rushes and grasses
seem to be the preferred food
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Birding around Burns
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in these shallow ﬂooded ﬁelds.
(Martin J. St. Louis, 2003, Snow
Goose. Pp. 79-81 in Birds of
Oregon, A General Reference.
D.B. Marshall, M.G. Hunter, A.L.
Contreras, Eds. Oregon State
University Press. Corvallis, Ore.).
The primary purposes of the ﬁelds
is to grow feed for cows, horses
and sheep.
The geese seem to avoid the
livestock present in some ﬁelds,
but frequently intermingle with
Lesser Sandhill Cranes, Greater
White-fronted Geese, and other
waterfowl. The geese spend their
mornings in the ﬁelds feeding
on vegetation; by midday they
typically retire to loaf on nearby
ponds. About two hours before
sunset, the ﬂocks lift off from
the ponds and ﬂy en masse back
out to the ﬁelds where they feed
until sunset. One unusually warm
afternoon in early May, I was
lucky enough to witness a frenzy
of geese feeding on an insect
hatch.
WHERE TO LOOK AND
WHEN
In general, about 200,000 Lesser
Snow Geese and Ross’s Geese
stop in the Harney Basin to rest
and feed during their 2,200 to
2,500 mile spring migration.
The migration takes them from
the wildlife refuges in central
California to nesting grounds in
the Canadian Arctic (see map).
The geese begin to arrive in
Harney County the last week in
February and are usually gone by
the ﬁrst week in May. The peak
time to see the largest ﬂocks lift
off en mass is mid-March to midApril.
I drive the public roads around
Burns and look for patches of
white in the ﬁelds near a road.

Locations of all current Canadian Wildlife Service Field Projects in the
Northwest Territories and Nanavut.

Hence the question, “Is it snow or
Snow Geese?” While parked as
far to the right as possible on the
side of the road, I use a windowmounted spotting scope and scan
geese necks for a glimpse of
color. It is especially fun when
the entire ﬂock alerts to danger
and they all lift their heads in
unison. The ﬂocks range in size
from ﬁve hundred to two thousand
individuals.
In a typical ﬂock of about a
thousand feeding geese, I expect

to see at least one blue-phase
Ross’s Goose, about ﬁve blue
neck-collared Ross’s Geese, and
about one hundred Lesser Snow
Geese. The Lesser Snow Geese
are not as numerous as Ross’s
Geese and are generally seen
earlier in the migration from
March to mid-April. I don’t
consider blue-phase Ross’s Geese
to be extremely rare because I
see multiple birds almost every
other day during the peak of their
migration.
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Over the years I have observed
that the honking sound from
a passing car does not disturb
the birds. But approaching the
ﬂock on foot, a passing eagle,
or a low ﬂying airplane will set
the ﬂock off every time. When
a large ﬂock erupts, I look to
the sky for a passing eagle and
track the ﬂock’s direction of
travel. Frequently I can resume
watching the same ﬂock in an
adjacent ﬁeld.
The best part of this hobby is that
it motivates me to get out and
roam my local area. You never
know what will be happening
out in the ﬁelds. One morning I
came across seven Bald Eagles
feeding on a white goose just
200 feet from the road. It
was interesting to watch the
pecking order at the banquet
table. Another day, I watched
as two Long-billed Curlews
performed their parallel running
territorial battle that resulted in
the loser with a bloody wound
to the mouth. A typical March
afternoon of viewing can
include enduring a passing snow
shower. If the birds are close to
the road and busy feeding this
often leads to small snow drifts
forming on my spotting scope
eyepiece and lens. I have also
experienced numerous road
-wide cattle drives, and watched
the birth of a calf. In April one
year I watched 2 buck pronghorn
antelope spar and chase for the
prize of a group of does. And
I never tire of watching the
ﬂocks lift off en mass, although
it sometimes means a trip to the
car wash. Over time, I have come
to view these hardy birds as
incredibly social creatures of the
wind. Their desire to stay with
their mate or family group is as
amazing, as is their resilience to
the rigors of their long distance
migration.

Ross’s Goose TN5, a male
photographed on April 7, 2004, banded
in 2003, hatched in 2003 or earlier.
Photo / K. Hazen

Ross’s Goose 031, a female
photographed on April 10, 2008,
banded in 2005, hatched in 2004 or
earlier. Photo / K. Hazen

Lesser Snow Goose CLE, a female photographed on March 5, 2005, banded on
July 14, 2004, hatched in 2003 or earlier. A snow sister. Photo / K. Hazen
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DATA COLLECTED
When I successfully record a neck
collar, I write down the date and
goose species. I also record the
color of the neck collar, the color
of the numbers/letters, and the
number/letter combination on the
neck collar. The number/letter
combination is recorded as the
vertical number/letter listed ﬁrst,
then the horizontal number/letter
on the bottom closest to the
feet, followed by the horizontal
number/letter on the top closest to
the head (a quick memory trick is
vertical, bottoms-up) (see Ross’s
Goose TN5 photo). The letters
G I O Q W are not used and S is
rarely used.
The neck collar color, along with
the bird species, indicates the
region in the Canadian Arctic
where the bird was banded (see
“What the neck collar color
means” listed below). The
collected neck collar data helps
the banding agencies (Canadian
Wildlife Service and the US
Geological Survey Bird Banding
Laboratory) estimate rates of
adult survival, migration timing
and patterns, along with habitat

monitoring. For example, in
March 2001 the Arctic Goose
Joint Venture Management Board
endorsed a report on the Status of
Ross’s Geese. Some highlights of
the report are:
* More than 90% of Ross’s
Geese nest in the Queen Maud
Gulf region of the central Arctic.
* Prior to the 1960’s, most
Ross’s Geese wintered in
California. In recent decades,
there has been a signiﬁcant
eastward expansion of the
wintering range of Ross’s geese.
* The number of breeding
Ross’s Geese estimated from
photographic surveys at known
breeding colonies has increased
from 34,000 birds in 1966 to
619,000 in 1998.
* Estimated harvest take of
Ross’s Geese during the 1998/99
and 1999/2000 Conservation
Order periods in the Mississippi
and Central Flyways were
approximately 17,500 and 43,000,
respectively.
For the complete report refer to
the web address listed at the end
of this article.

In about 2003, the banding
agencies began banding some
Ross’s Geese with white neck
collars with white text. This
combination on a white Ross’s
Goose hinders the ability of
hunters to single out the neck
collared bird as a trophy.
Successfully recording a white
neck collar with white text is a
neck collar recorder’s trophy. I
have recorded forty-ﬁve “white/
white” and several have been
repeat birds.
WHAT THE NECK COLLAR
COLOR MEANS
If it is a Ross’s Goose and the
neck collar is Blue or White, the
goose was banded in the Central
Canadian Arctic on the Queen
Maud Gulf Migratory Bird
Sanctuary in Nanavut province.
If it is a Ross’s Goose and the
neck collar is Yellow, the goose
was banded in the Eastern
Canadian Arctic along the western
shore of Hudson Bay.
If it is a Lesser Snow Goose
and the neck collar is Black, the
goose was banded in the Western

Summary:

Statistics:

Ross‛s Goose
Blue or White - Central
Arctic East, Queen Maud Gulf
Migratory Bird Sanctuary
Yellow – West Hudson Bay,
Southampton Island , or La
Perouse Bay

Lesser Snow Goose (white)
longevity record is 27 years 6
months.

Lesser Snow Goose
Black – Western Canadian
Arctic
Yellow - Central Arctic East,
Queen Maud Gulf Migratory
Bird Sanctuary
Red – Wrangle Island Russia

Ross‛s Goose longevity record is
22 years 6 months.

Lesser Snow Goose (blue-phase)
longevity record is 25 years 6
months.
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Ross’s Goose THA, a female
photographed in March 18, 2008,
banded in 2000, hatched in 1999 or
earlier. Photo / K. Hazen

Ross’s Goose MFU, a male
photographed on March 27, 2007,
banded in 2000, hatched in 1999 or
earlier. Photo / K. Hazen

Observation locations of Ross’s Geese

Canadian Arctic in the Northwest
Territories on Banks Island or
Anderson River.
If it is a Lesser Snow Goose and
the neck collar is Yellow, the
goose was banded in the Central
Canadian Arctic East on the
Queen Maud Gulf Migratory Bird
Sanctuary in Nanavut province.
If it is a Lesser Snow Goose and
the neck collar is Red, the goose
was banded on Wrangle Island
Russia
In March 2005 I saw a Ross’s

Goose that was banded in 1989
and hatched in 1987. That makes
the bird eighteen years old when I
recorded the neck collar.
Over the past ten years I have
recorded over eleven hundred
neck collars. Of these, over nine
hundred were blue neck collars
on Ross’s Geese, forty-ﬁve were
white neck collars on Ross’s
Geese, and sixty were yellow
neck collars on Ross’s Geese. On
Lesser Snow Geese, I recorded
seventy black neck collars, eight
red neck collars, and two yellow
neck collars.
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About one out of ﬁve neckcollared birds that I record are
“repeats” meaning it is a bird that
I have seen in previous years.
Another interesting observation
is the length of stay of individual
birds in the ﬁelds I roam. The
longest stay was forty-two days.
I have seen mated pairs that both
wear neck collars. These pairs
have been conﬁrmed by other
observers elsewhere. I have seen
Snow Geese that were banded in
the same location on the same day
and are still traveling together.
And after learning the sex and age

Lesser Snow Goose 8N8 (notice
the faded RED band), a female
photographed on March 20, 2006,
banded on Wrangle Island Russia
on July 14, 2001, hatched in 2000 or
earlier.

of these birds, I called them the
Snow Sisters.
I ﬁnally recorded my ﬁrst Snow
Goose with a red neck collar in
March of 2001. This male Snow
Goose was hatched in 1999 or
earlier and banded on Wrangle
Island Russia in the summer of
2000. Then in March of 2002
I recorded the neck collar of a
female bird banded in 1993 that
was hatched in 1992 or earlier.
All of the red neck collared Snow
Geese that I have recorded have
been reported by other observers
elsewhere.
So come out and join us parked
along the roads and peering
through spotting scopes near
Burns. We have a Neck Collar
Recording trip planned during
the John Scharff Migratory Bird
Festival in Burns April 3-5, 2009.
You might just catch the neck
collar recording bug like I did ten
years ago.
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Site Guide: Deer Creek Park, Yamhill County
Quinton Nice, Willamina, Oregon

Photos by Quinton Nice
Deer Creek County Park is a
quiet Yamhill County picnic
area tucked into the foothills
of the Coast Range between
McMinnville and Sheridan.
The portion of the park open
to the public is an oak and
ash forest along the banks of
Deer Creek, but a 13-acre wet
prairie restoration area can also
be viewed from several points
around its perimeter. In addition,
the conifer-covered slopes on
either side of the valley are close
enough to bring a few more
species within range of a birder’s
eyes or ears.

The former wet prairie area is
presently being restored under the
direction of Friends of Deer Creek
Park. Several natural resource
agencies and conservation
organizations are working
together to conduct controlled
burns and plowing in an attempt
to restore the pre-settlement
hydrology and plant communities
which had been maintained by
periodic ﬁres set by the native
Kalapuyan people. Of particular
interest is protecting populations
of Kincaid’s lupine and Fender’s
blue butterﬂies which live here.
When completed, it is expected
to be the largest remnant of wet

prairie in the northern Willamette
Valley.
Access to this birding site is
excellent with all roads paved to
within ¼ mile of the park, and
a gravel trail which allows easy
walking through the forested
picnic area. A primitive restroom
is available at the parking area.
The park receives few other
visitors during times when birders
are likely to visit, so human
disturbances and background
noise are usually minimal.
The simplest way to reach the
park is from Highway 18 several
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miles west of McMinnville.
Between mileposts 34 and 35,
Gopher Valley Road turns north
from the highway across from
a Dairy Queen. There is a sign
for the park at this intersection.
Follow Gopher Valley Road north
for 5.5 miles and watch for two
small green signs indicating the
park on the left. A left turn leads
down a gravel road. After ¼ mile
the road crosses a wood-plank
bridge, and the parking area is on
the right.
A Review of the database on
www.birdnotes.net shows 65
species recorded at this site.
The oak/ash forest is home to
Black-capped Chickadees, both
kinglet species, and Paciﬁcslope Flycatchers. The abundant
underbrush also holds Fox
Sparrows, Swainson’s Thrushes,
and Bewick’s Wrens. The open
marshy areas of the wet prairie
restoration provide habitat for
Lincoln’s Sparrows, Common
Yellowthroats, and Marsh
Wrens. From the nearby hillsides

Northern Pygmy-owls, Common
Ravens, and Steller’s Jays may be
heard.
Woodpecker species found in the
park include Downy Woodpecker,
Red-breasted Sapsucker, and
Northern Flicker. Raptors are
represented by the expected
Red-tailed Hawks and American
Kestrels, but Northern Harriers
and White-tailed Kites also hunt
in the wet prairie restoration area
and surrounding ﬁelds. Finally,
Belted Kingﬁshers make frequent
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forays along the creek.
Deer Creek County Park is a ﬁne
place to spend a half hour walking
the trails, looking and listening
for a variety of Willamette Valley
and lower-elevation Coast Range
birds. The park in its present
condition is worth a visit from
birders traveling Highway 18
between Portland and the coast,
and it should become more
interesting over the next few years
as the restoration project creates
additional native habitats.

Species List for Deer Creek Park
Based on www.birdnotes.net

Common Merganser
Ring-necked Pheasant
Green Heron
Turkey Vulture
White-tailed Kite
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Killdeer
Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl
Northern Pygmy-Owl
Rufous Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Willow Flycatcher
Pacific-slope Flycatcher
Hutton’s Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Steller ’s Jay
Western Scrub-Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Violet-green Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Bushtit
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch

Bewick’s Wren
MarshWren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Swainson’s Thrush
American Robin
Varied Thrush
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Orange-crowned Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Gray Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Wilson’s Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Spotted Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln’s Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Black-headed Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird
Brewer ’s Blackbird
Brown-headed Cowbird
Purple Finch
Red Crossbill
American Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak

Image/S. Dowlan
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Birding the Burns CBC Circle Year-Round
Steve Dowlan, Hines, Oregon Owlhooter@aol.com

H

arney County deﬁnes the
concept of “wide open
spaces.” It is the ninth
largest county in the lower United
States, at 10,226 square miles,
in the ninth largest state, with a
population of fewer than 8,000
people. The county is larger
than six states, and is within 300
square miles of exceeding the size
of Massachusetts, the 44th largest
state, with nearly 6.5 million
people! Drive time north to south
can be over three hours, and east
to west requires at least two hours,
even at Great Basin highway
speeds, with occasional braking
for wild and domestic ungulates.
The county is a land of
extremes… Steens Mountain
is the county’s most prominent
geographical feature, rising
9700 feet above sea level. The
parking area below the summit is
the highest place in Oregon that
can be accessed by a passenger
car. Alvord Desert lies directly
east and below the summit of
Steens Mountain, and is the driest
place in Oregon, with an annual
average of only seven inches of
precipitation. Harney Basin has
a history of nearly 9,000 years of
human habitation.

For most travelers, the adjacent
towns of Hines and Burns
provide a brief fuel and food stop
between Bend and Ontario or
Boise. These towns comprise the
only “metropolitan area” along a
very long stretch of juniper and
sagebrush-covered mountains
interrupted by … sagebrushcovered ﬂats. Oregon birders
know Harney County as a spring
and fall migration hot spot, but
their destination is normally not
the county’s towns… unless
Frenchglen and Fields are counted
as towns. Both places offer
limited fuel, food, and lodging,
but both can be traversed on foot
in about two minutes by a healthy
adult human and about 10 seconds
by a ﬂedged adult avian. OK,
sure… call them towns, if you
prefer, but birders do not ﬂock
to these two micro-metro areas
for services. These settlements
are destinations because of their
history of padding birders’ state
lists with vagrant birds, lost,
confused, way out of range…
birds that would be considered
common elsewhere. For all its
fame as a birding destination, very
few birders actually live in the
county.
For more than 25 years, I was
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one of those typical birders who
would stop brieﬂy in Hines and
Burns on my way to Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge,
Frenchglen, Steens Mountain and
Fields. I was on a birding vacation
when I would head across the
northern edge of the Great Basin,
intent on getting a ﬁx on the odor
of sagebrush and juniper,
the appearance of Golden Eagles
and the feel of clean dry air…
drive-time was part of the fun. In
2006, my relationship with the
county changed when I became a
Harney County resident. Drivetime was no longer relaxing.
I came to Harney County to work
as a Natural Resource Specialist
for the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, which manages
3.36 million acres of public
land in the county. Assigned to
Andrews Resource Area in the
southern portion of the county, I
soon discovered that at least four
hours of drive-time would be
required to do almost anything
in a normal work day. Right
away, the thought of driving long
distances on weekends in the
same direction to go birding “for
fun” … didn’t sound like much
fun. So, my old birding habits in
the county would need to change.
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I decided to ﬁnd a way to get my
birding ﬁx a few miles from my
new neighborhood, rather than a
hundred miles from home. This
proved to be an easy task.
The Burns CBC Circle
Hines and Burns straddle U.S.
Highway 20/395 west of the
Silvies River, which drains the
southern foothills of the Blue
Mountains. The towns were
founded ﬁfty years apart, but
have since grown together, and
each occupies a similar position
on the landscape. Both towns in
part occupy land that is subject to
seasonal ﬂooding since the Silvies
River ﬂoodplain was developed
for hayﬁeld irrigation and ﬂood
control, and each town has grown
eastward onto sagebrush and
juniper-covered slopes. Locations
described in this guide encompass
native plant communities, as well
as habitats that no longer resemble
pre-settlement conditions.
The Burns Christmas Bird Count
circle is centered on the Burns
Paiute Reservation about a mile
northwest of the center of Burns.
At least two-thirds of the area of
the circle is on private land, and is
therefore inaccessible to off-road
travel of any kind. These private
lands are mostly irrigated and
seasonally-ﬂooded pastures and
hayﬁelds, with some more-or-less
natural habitats dominated by
greasewood, basin big sagebrush
and basin wildrye. Hayﬁelds
and pastures near Burns are
ﬂooded in April and May, hosting
thousands of Ross’s and Snow
Geese; they usually become dry
by July. Therefore, the roadside
birding experience is dramatically
different in summer and early fall.
By late fall and winter, raptors
arrive, and emphasis changes
from ground-level to treetop
and power pole-level. Scoping
private ﬁelds from public roads

is generally easy, when practiced
safely.
BLM manages the rest of the
circle, which is comprised of
hilly terrain north and west of
the towns. Unless otherwise
posted, two-track routes off state
and county roads are open to
travel and safe for high clearance
vehicles. Here, diverse mountain
big sagebrush communities which

inefﬁciently, and a mature tree
may transpire hundreds of gallons
of water on a hot day. Stands may
achieve density which eventually
leads to loss of understory shrub,
grass and forb layers, a process
which simpliﬁes bird community
structure and results in loss of soil
surface stability. These stands
may become essentially ﬁreproof.
Presettlement old growth
juniper stands are generally
limited to rimrock and other
areas historically inaccessible to
wildﬁre. Management of ﬁre in
wildland-urban interface areas
is especially challenging for
federal agencies responsible for
balancing sometimes competing
natural resource objectives such
as rangeland health and scenic
appeal.
Hotchkiss Lane

Virginia Rail, old Hines sawmill, 5 May
2007. Photo / S. Dowlan

include bitterbrush, bluebunch
wheatgrass, Idaho fescue, needleand-thread grass and many forb
species have been invaded by
western juniper, mostly due to
altered ﬁre return intervals that
have occurred since European
settlement. Wildﬁre is the
primary natural process which
maintains community diversity in
sagebrush-dominated landscapes.
Western juniper is a native
species that can enhance habitat
structure for bird communities.
The species has an extensive and
dense root system, and is able
to access water at multiple soil
depths. However, it uses water
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Hotchkiss Lane begins at U.S.
Highway 20/395 in southern
Hines and passes through the
old Hines Lumber Mill and
privately-owned seasonallyﬂooded pastures and hayﬁelds
before intersecting State Route
205. This 3.9 mile lane can take
more than an hour to survey
thoroughly in April and May,
when the pastures and hayﬁelds
become a riot of birds, teeming
with Tundra Swans, Ross’s and
Snow Geese, Lesser and Greater
Sandhill Cranes, Willets, Longbilled Curlews, and White-faced
Ibis. Opportunities abound for
excellent roadside photos of
these species, as well as Wilson’s
Phalarope, Wilson’s Snipe,
Franklin’s Gull, American Avocet,
Black-necked Stilt, and Yellowheaded Blackbird.
The old railroad line that served
the Edward Hines Lumber Mill
crosses Hotchkiss Lane just
.4 miles from its intersection
with U.S. Highway 20/395. The
vegetated ditches on either side
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White-faced Ibis, Smyth Lane, 23 April 2008. Photo / S. Dowlan

of the dike that kept the railroad
above water are excellent for
Virginia Rails, Soras, and Marsh
Wrens in spring. The ditches are
usually dry by early summer, but
the willows along the ditches
attract migrating sparrows and
warblers, regardless of water
levels. The pasture east of
Hotchkiss Lane may become dry
by mid-May, but when ﬂooded,
provides feeding habitat for all
of the aforementioned species, as
well as migrating shorebirds and
waterfowl, including Eurasian
Wigeon and Cinnamon and
Blue-winged Teal. This pasture
often hosts the ﬁrst close-to-town
sightings of American Avocets
and Black-necked Stilts in early
April.
The ﬁrst sewage treatment pond
north of this pasture is difﬁcult to
see from Hotchkiss Lane, and has
no history of bird observations.

However, waterfowl use the pond,
and it has possibilities. It helps
to stand in the bed of a pickup to
see over the dike! Hotchkiss Lane
makes a sweeping bend to the east
at its intersection with Lottery
Lane. Another sewage pond south
of Hotchkiss Lane has a gravel
pullout. The pond is not large,
but may be full of ducks, grebes,
gulls, coots and phalaropes.
Sightings of rarities have
occurred, and the pond is always
worth a look. The small pond at
the corner of Hotchkiss Lane and
South Egan Road is full in spring,
and usually holds enough water
by fall to host a few shorebirds
and puddle ducks, especially in
August and early September.
One half-mile east of this
intersection, Smyth Lane
(unsigned) proceeds south to a
ranch and residence. The lane
is a public road, but birders
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should exercise maximum
courtesy so that residents are not
inconvenienced. In April 2008,
a ﬂock of at least 35 Marbled
Godwits spent nearly a month in
the ﬂooded ﬁelds here. When the
weather turned cold and snowy,
the godwits, along with more
than 100 White-faced Ibis and
numerous Willets and Long-billed
Curlews became so focused on
feeding (especially during snow
storms) that excellent photographs
were especially easy to obtain
from the roadside.
Beyond Smyth Lane, the ﬂooded
hayﬁelds along both sides of
Hotchkiss Lane are usually
full of birds in April and May.
All of the species mentioned
previously may be numerous,
augmented by Franklin’s Gulls
and American Bitterns when
they arrive. Wilson’s Phalaropes
feed in the ditches, allowing

excellent views from the driver’s
seat. This stretch of road usually
offers the best local opportunity
to spot a Peregrine Falcon hunting
waterfowl or shorebirds to fuel its
migration journey. In winter, Bald
Eagle, Red-tailed and Roughlegged Hawks, Prairie Falcon and
Northern Harrier are also likely.
Greenhouse Lane
Greenhouse Lane begins at U.S.
Highway 20/395 approximately
1.5 miles south of Hotchkiss
Lane. After heading due south
for about a mile, the road turns
due east and runs parallel to
Hotchkiss Lane, three miles to
the north. Habitat conditions
and birding along this lane are
generally similar to Hotchkiss
Lane at all seasons. Bald Eagles
regularly hunt the pastures
along Greenhouse Lane during
the winter months, and often
perch on poles in close view.
The west side of Potter Swamp
Road, which proceeds due south
about .25 miles east of the bend
in Greenhouse Lane, offers
good prospects for migrating
shorebirds. This area, which
includes some native vegetation,
usually dries out earlier in
spring than other pastures along
Hotchkiss and Greenhouse
Lanes. It is also an excellent
place to view dragonﬂies on the
fence lines without much trafﬁc
interruption. The poplar tree at
the intersection of Greenhouse
Lane and State Highway 205 has
a large stick nest that often hosts
a nesting pair of Great Horned
Owls.
Substation Pond
About one mile south of
Greenhouse Lane at the edge
of the CBC circle, a small pond
at the intersection of Highway
205 and Island Ranch Road, just
north of an electrical substation

Swainson’s Hawk, Fry Lane, 21 April 2008. Photo / S. Dowlan

hosts a variety of waterfowl and
shorebird species as long as water
remains unfrozen. Diving ducks
may be present when high water
is almost at road level during
spring runoff, when irrigation
gates are open. Mudﬂats are
available for shorebirds in late
summer and fall, but the pond

may dry out by September during
the driest years. In spring 2008,
numerous Black Terns performed
aerial aerobatics for over a month
in spring, and both dowitcher
species could be seen along the
road side for about a week in
early September.
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Greater Sandhill Cranes, Hotchkiss Lane 17 March 2008. Photo / S. Dowlan

Highway 395 North of Burns
U. S. Highway 395 splits from
U.S. Highway 20 2.3 miles north
of Burns and follows Poison
Creek north before climbing into
the Devine Canyon Scenic Area
at the edge of the CBC circle. The
dense riparian vegetation along
the road is good for riparianassociated breeding species, and
in winter, Mountain and Blackcapped Chickadees, Bushtits,
Northern Shrike, and Downy
Woodpecker. A Northern PygmyOwl was found perched over the
highway shoulder in this area in
December 2007. Because of fast
highway trafﬁc, including heavy
trucks, and blind corners, birders
should stop or park carefully
in the numerous wide pullouts.
Townsend’s Solitaire, Rock Wren,
Chukar, Golden Eagle and Prairie
Falcon frequent rimrock and
juniper stands along the road.

Through Devine Canyon, juniper
mixes with ponderosa pine
and aspen trees, providing an
opportunity to sample forest birds
such as Pygmy, Red-breasted
and White-breasted Nuthatches,
Clark’s Nutcracker, Steller’s Jay,
Red Crossbill, Cassin’s Finch
Flammulated Owl and Whiteheaded Woodpecker. To see most
of these species, you will need
to leave the CBC circle, and the
best viewing opportunities are at
Idlewild Campground, 17 miles
north of Burns on Highway 395,
or Joaquin Miller Campground,
three miles north of Idlewild.
Northern Saw-Whet Owl has
been found at Joaquin Miller
Campground early April during
the John Scharff Migratory Bird
Festival.
Fairgrounds / Burns Sewage
Ponds
Harney County Fairgrounds

facilitates access to a small
viewing platform that overlooks
Burns Sewage Ponds, as well
as an opportunity for close-up
comparison of Ross’s and Snow
Geese. The Fairgrounds entrance
is off Egan Road, the southern end
of which terminates at Hotchkiss
Lane. The ﬁelds on either side
of Egan Road are frequented
by raptors, including Peregrine
Falcons in spring when water
birds are present. White geese
often gather in the grass parking
area at the Fairgrounds, which
can be reached by using the main
entrance to the facility. By driving
slowly and remaining in vehicles,
birders may enjoy the company
of, and take great photos of white
geese at close range.
The viewing platform for Burns
Sewage Ponds is due west of the
entrance, and is accessible when
the fairgrounds are open (which
is nearly always). Simply drive
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straight from the entrance until
you reach the viewing platform
and fence. The platform overlooks
the north pond and is best during
morning hours. These ponds
may be full of birds, as when
white geese are present, or may
be nearly empty. White-winged
Scoter, Surf Scoter, Red-necked
Phalarope, Herring Gull and a
Sabine’s Gull are a few of the
species seen there in fall in recent
years. The south pond cannot be
seen in its entirety from this point.
By afternoon, when viewing is
best from the west, the ponds
can be accessed from the Harney
County Wildlife Parkway,
which follows the railroad bed
that formerly carried freight
trafﬁc through Burns when
local industries played a much
larger role in the local economy.
Although there is a signed
entrance to the parkway (which
is a walking and bicycle trail)
at Lottery Lane, the walk can

be shortened by turning east on
Pettibone Lane from Highway
20/395 (at Hines City Hall), and
proceeding to a signed singlecar parking area at the end of
the road. A short trail from the
parking area reaches the wildlife
parkway. By walking north along
the wide rail bed, the south pond
can be surveyed ﬁrst from a
concrete viewing platform with
handicapped access. There is no
similar viewing platform for the
north pond, but the entire pond
can be surveyed fairly easily,
especially by standing on one of
the park benches. Raptors hunt the
ﬁeld and the golf course east of
the parkway.
Culp Lane
Just north of the Fairgrounds,
Culp Lane proceeds east through
privately-owned pastures that
offer an opportunity to view
white geese, cranes and other
wading birds, and raptors with

Flycatching Franklin’s Gull, Substation Pond, 15 June 2007. Photo / S. Dowlan
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little interruption from trafﬁc.
This is a dead-end road that ends
at a residence, so watch for local
trafﬁc and avoid blocking access
to driveways.
Silvies River Loop
The Silvies River meanders
into the town of Burns from the
northwest, exiting the mouth of
a canyon about 3.5 miles from
town. The broad ﬂoodplain
between the canyon and town
is composed entirely of hay
ﬁelds and livestock pastures, and
numerous diversions draw water
from the river in this area. All of
this area is either private land,
or part of the reservation of the
Burns Paiute Tribe (http://www.
burnspaiute-nsn.gov/), so birding
must be from public roads.
The “short loop” begins at the
north end of Burns. Just north of
the Silver Spur Motel at the north
end of downtown Burns, turn

left (west) onto Foley Drive. The
crest of this hill on the highway
has been a favorite speed trap
for local police for many years,
especially for southbound trafﬁc,
so watch your speed! The ﬁelds
on either side of the road for about
a mile to the intersection with
Stancliff Lane usually host many
Long-billed Curlews in April and
early May.

to the end of county maintenance
and public access, which
terminates at a bridge over the
river that facilitates access to a
large gravel mining operation.
Wherever the river can be
scanned from the road, look for
Common Mergansers and other
waterfowl, and riparian songbirds

Continue north on Foley Drive
through the very small Burns
Paiute Reservation, again
watching speed carefully. Beyond
the reservation, ﬁelds on either
side of the road host Ross’s, Snow
and Greater White-fronted Geese,
Greater and Lesser Sandhill
Cranes, and any other species
typically found in ﬂooded ﬁelds.
The row of large poplar trees
along the roadside here provide
perches for raptors year-round,
including Swainson’s Hawk in
spring and summer and Roughlegged Hawks and Prairie Falcons
in winter. Willows along the
river provide habitat for typical
riparian-breeding songbirds in
spring and summer.
After Foley Drive bends to the
northwest, park at the intersection
with Lone Pine Road and scan the
rimrock to the east for a roosting
Barn Owl in one of the numerous
cavities. The residents across the
road maintain a large complex of
bird feeders which once hosted a
Brambling. Lone Pine Road offers
the potential for seeing Greater
Sage-Grouse close to town, but
the road surface can turn to deep
sticky mud when wet, a condition
which will swallow even the
highest-clearance vehicle. Road
conditions are ﬁne for most
high-clearance vehicles when
dry or frozen, a condition which
can change from morning to
afternoon.
Follow Foley Drive for one mile

Black-throated Sparrow, Hines
Logging Road, 11 June 2007 Photo / S.
Dowlan

in the willows and dogwoods.
Winter Wren and Black-capped
Chickadee are likely in fall and
winter, species which are usually
hard to ﬁnd in Harney County.
Habitat north of Foley Road is
mostly sagebrush, with some
juniper. Habitat south of Foley
Drive is mostly irrigated pasture.
Backtrack on Foley Drive to a
right turn south onto West Loop
Road. The road crosses the Silvies
River once, then passes close
to the river again after bending

eastward. This road offers more
opportunities for waders in
spring and raptors in winter in
the pastures, and waterfowl and
riparian songbirds along the
river in winter. West Loop Road
intersects with Radar Lane in the
Paiute Reservation.
A right turn (west) leads to Hines
Logging Road (5.9 miles, mostly
graded gravel). The sagebrush and
juniper habitat on either side of
Radar Lane is privately owned,
and roadside birding is likely to
produce many of the same species
as can be found along Hines
Logging Road. Watch for large
patch of mountain mahogany trees
on the south side of the road.
A left turn (east) returns you to
Foley Drive, closing the short
loop around the Silvies River.
A second loop can be made by
turning left (east) onto Stanclift
Lane after .3 miles. Stanclift runs
due east for one mile, crossing the
Silvies River before intersecting
Eban Ray Lane. Turn left (north)
on Eban Ray and proceed to its
rather complex intersection with
Black Rock Road and Highways
20 and 395. This section of the
route is comprised of ﬂooded
pastures, and has the same
seasonal prospects as similar
habitats elsewhere in the CBC
circle. However, several ﬁelds
east of Eban Ray Lane are often
ﬂooded again in fall by wells,
providing habitat for southbound
shorebirds and wading species.
The ﬁeld between Eban Ray Lane
and the Weigh Station can be
viewed from either road, and is
worth checking if standing water
is present.
At the complex intersection, turn
south onto Highway 395, and
cross Highway 20 to proceed
south on Fry Road, which ends
two miles south at the intersection
of U.S. Highway 78 and State
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Highway 205. The ﬁelds along
Fry Road are ﬂooded in spring,
and provide more habitat for
wading birds, waterfowl and
shorebirds. Franklin’s Gulls seem
to prefer the ﬁelds just south
of Highway 20, and may be
particularly common here in late
April and early May. Swainson’s
Hawks and other raptors often
use the tall poplar tree along the
east side of the road. At Highway
78, turn right (west) and return to
Burns.

truck-stop along Highway
20/395, the ﬁrst two miles or so
of the road traverses private land.
Although not posted, the owners
do not welcome any trafﬁc
(including hiking) on their land,
so birding should be done from
the road. Once on BLM land,
travel is not restricted. Beyond
the intersection with Radar Lane
(unsigned, at the ﬁrst summit),
two- track roads on private land
are generally posted if the owner
wishes to discourage travel.

Hines Logging Road

If Back-throated Sparrows are
present in this area, they can
easily be seen and heard from
the road. With responsible and
judicious use of a recording of
the song, birds can be persuaded
to sit up and reply, and several
wide pullouts are available for
safe parking. A pullout two miles
from the highway is a good place

Hines Logging Road offers good
prospects for seeing Blackthroated Sparrow, Green-tailed
Towhee and other shrub-steppe
species just minutes from town.
Lewis’s Woodpeckers may be
seen just a few minutes farther
along the road. Starting at the

to check. Park and walk several
hundred feet uphill along the
road to a point just below a fence
corner.
Only a couple of pairs of birds
appear to breed in this area,
and use habitat more densely
vegetated than what is typically
surveyed elsewhere in the county.
Other species likely to be found
in the mix of juniper woodland
and sagebrush-steppe include
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Brewer’s
Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Western
Kingbird, Loggerhead Shrike,
Mountain Bluebird, Rock Wren,
and Sage Thrasher.
To see Lewis’s Woodpecker, you
will likely need to travel eight
miles beyond Radar Lane to the
intersection with Forest Service
Road 41. If no woodpeckers are
visible there, a short trip (one

Burrowing Owl, North Harney Road near historic Fort Harney, 7 July 2008. Photo / S. Dowlan
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to two miles) west on Road 41
will produce a sighting or two.
This area was burned in 1990
by a massive wildﬁre known
as the Pine Springs Fire, which
threatened to reach Hines before
weather conditions improved and
the ﬁre slowed. Woodpeckers
have been fairly easy to ﬁnd in
the old ponderosa pine snags
since then. A wildﬁre interpretive
sign can be seen 10.6 miles from
the highway on the right. Hines
Logging Road is not likely to
produce much by late fall and
through winter, although it is
usually plowed and suitable for
passenger cars.

of State Highway 205 along
Highway 78 offers the possibility
of viewing any of the area’s
waterfowl, and has occasionally
hosted hard-to-ﬁnd species. Soras
have been seen at the edge of
eastern pond, and a Common
Loon was in the western pond in
spring, 2008. Where the highway
veers southeast at Airport Road,
the broad borrow ditch along the
south side of the road has been
in recent years one of the better
spots in the CBC circle for Snowy
Egret. The edge of the CBC circle
is at the three-way intersection of
Highway 78, Faye Lane and Rye
Grass Lane.

Highways and Side Roads East
of Burns

Burrowing Owls have been
difﬁcult to ﬁnd near Burns in
recent years, but several burrows
have been found outside the CBC
circle east of town. It is well
worth driving any of the roads
that connect Highways 20 and 78,
as well as roads that run north and
south from the highways. Since
2006, the best roads have been:
Embree Bridge Lane, especially
in the paddock at the indoor rodeo
area (unsigned) just west of the
intersection with Highway 78;
Oil Well Road between Embree
Bridge Lane and Highway 78;
and North Harney Road west of
Rattlesnake Road where the road

Roadside habitat along Highway
20 consists mostly of irrigated
hayﬁelds and pastures and is often
teeming with waterfowl, cranes
and shorebirds when ﬂooded
in April and May. The edge of
the CBC circle is about .5 mile
east of Old Experiment Station
Road. Due to very fast highway
trafﬁc, heavy trucks and few good
pullouts, extreme caution should
be exercised when birding here.
The Burns Gravel Ponds (parking
area and restroom) .5 miles east

veers to the southwest.
A Land of Opportunities
Harney County is a spectacular
landscape that offers unending
opportunities for bird-watchers,
bird-hunters, botanists,
bugcatchers, rockhounds,
stargazers, photographers,
historians, jeep explorers,
backpackers, dayhikers,
philosophers, hot spring-soakers,
sun-worshipers... just about any
activity that thrives on wide-open
spaces. It takes time, requires
many gallons of fuels and careful
preparation for some of these
adventures.
However, it is not necessary to
drive hundreds of miles within the
county to see spectacular birds,
especially during the riot of spring
migration. A weekend of slow,
relaxing travel on easy roads,
close to hot food and a warm bed
can satisfy the desire to witness
spring migration in full-swing...
skies ﬁlled with white geese...
roadside ﬁelds that host dancing
cranes, and ﬂooded pastures that
reﬂect the subtle colors of ﬂocks
of White-faced Ibis in breeding
plumage.
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Oregon Bird Records Committee Ofﬁcial
Checklist Of Oregon Birds
May 2008
LEGEND:
* A review species: At least one record veriﬁed by
photograph, specimen, or video or sound recording(124 species).
** A review species: Sight records only, no veriﬁcation (19 species).
E Extirpated No modern records—California Condor
and Sharp-tailed Grouse; Northern Bobwhite-no established population.
I Introduced species with established populations (8
species).
512 total species
Order ANSERIFORMES
Family Anatidae
Subfamily Dendrocygninae
___* Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna autumnalis
___* Fulvous Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna bicolor
Subfamily Anserinae
___ Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
___ Emperor Goose Chen canagica
___ Snow Goose Chen caerulescens
___ Ross’s Goose Chen rossii
___ Brant Branta bernicla
___ Cackling Goose Branta hutchinsii
___ Canada Goose Branta canadensis
___ Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator
___ Tundra Swan Cygnus columbianus
___* Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus
Subfamily Anatinae
___ Wood Duck Aix sponsa
___ Gadwall Anas strepera
___* Falcated Duck Anas falcate
___ Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope
___ American Wigeon Anas americana
___* American Black Duck Anas rubripes
___ Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
___ Blue-winged Teal Anas discors
___ Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera
___ Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata
___ Northern Pintail Anas acuta
___* Garganey Anas querquedula
___* Baikal Teal Anas formosa
___ Green-winged Teal Anas crecca
___ Canvasback Aythya valisineria
___ Redhead Aythya americana
___ Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris
___ Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
___ Greater Scaup Aythya marila
___ Lesser Scaup Aythya afﬁnis
___* Steller’s Eider Polysticta stelleri

___*
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___*
___
___
___
___

King Eider Somateria spectabilis
Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus
Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata
White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca
Black Scoter Melanitta nigra
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
Bufﬂehead Bucephala albeola
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica
Smew Mergellus albellus
Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucullatus
Common Merganser Mergus merganser
Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis.

Order GALLIFORMES
Family Phasianidae
Subfamily Phasianinae
___I Chukar Alectoris chukar
___I Gray Partridge Perdix perdix
___I Ring-necked Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Subfamily Tetraoninae
___ Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus
___ Greater Sage-Grouse Centrocercus urophasianus
___ Spruce Grouse Falcipennis canadensis
___ Dusky Grouse Dendragapus obscurus
___ Sooty Grouse Dendragapus fuliginosus
___*E Sharp-tailed Grouse Tympanuchus phasianellus
Subfamily Meleagridinae
___I Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo
Family Odontophoridae
___ Mountain Quail Oreortyx pictus
___ California Quail Callipepla californica
___IE Northern Bobwhite Colinus virginianus
Order GAVIIFORMES
Family Gaviidae
___ Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata
___* Arctic Loon Gavia arctica
___ Paciﬁc Loon Gavia paciﬁca
___ Common Loon Gavia immer
___ Yellow-billed Loon Gavia adamsii
Order PODICIPEDIFORMES
Family Podicipedidae
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___
___
___
___
___
___

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps
Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena
Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis
Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentalis
Clark’s Grebe Aechmophorus clarkii

Order PROCELLARIIFORMES
Family Diomedeidae
___* Shy Albatross Thalassarche cauta
___ Laysan Albatross Phoebastria immutabilis
___ Black-footed Albatross Phoebastria nigripes
___* Short-tailed Albatross Phoebastria albatrus
Family Procellariidae
___ Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis
___* Murphy’s Petrel Pterodroma ultima
___ Mottled Petrel Pterodroma inexpectata
___** Juan Fernandez Petrel Pterodroma externa
___* Cook’s Petrel Pterodroma cookii
___** Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas
___ Pink-footed Shearwater Pufﬁnus creatopus
___ Flesh-footed Shearwater Pufﬁnus carneipes
___* Wedge-tailed Shearwater Pufﬁnus paciﬁcus
___ Buller’s Shearwater Pufﬁnus bulleri
___ Sooty Shearwater Pufﬁnus griseus
___ Short-tailed Shearwater Pufﬁnus tenuirostris
___* Manx Shearwater Pufﬁnus pufﬁnus
___** Black-vented Shearwater Pufﬁnus opisthomelas
Family Hydrobatidae
___** Wilson’s Storm-Petrel Oceanites oceanicus
___ Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma furcata
___ Leach’s Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa
___* Black Storm-Petrel Oceanodroma melania
Order PELECANIFORMES
Family Sulidae
___* Masked Booby Sula dactylatra
___* Blue-footed Booby Sula nebouxii
___** Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
Family Pelecanidae
___ American White Pelican Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
___ Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis
Family Phalacrocoracidae
___ Brandt’s Cormorant Phalacrocorax penicillatus
___ Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus
___ Pelagic Cormorant Phalacrocorax pelagicus
Family Fregatidae
___* Magniﬁcent Frigatebird Fregata magniﬁcens
Order CICONIIFORMES
Family Ardeidae
___ American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus
___ Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis
___ Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias
___ Great Egret Ardea alba
___ Snowy Egret Egretta thula
___* Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea
___* Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor
___ Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
___ Green Heron Butorides virescens

Oregon Birds 33:4 Insert ii

___

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Family Threskiornithidae
Subfamily Threskiornithinae
___* White Ibis Eudocimus albus
___* Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
___ White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi
Family Cathartidae
___ Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura
___*E California Condor Gymnogyps californianus
Order FALCONIFORMES
Family Accipitridae
Subfamily Pandionina
___ Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Subfamily Accepitrinae
___ White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus
___ Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus
___ Northern Harrier Circus cyaneus
___ Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus
___ Cooper’s Hawk Accipiter cooperii
___ Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
___ Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus
___* Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus
___ Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni
___ Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis
___ Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis
___ Rough-legged Hawk Buteo lagopus
___ Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
Family Falconidae
Subfamily Caracarinae
___* Crested Caracara Caracara cheriway
Subfamily Falconinae
___ American Kestrel Falco sparverius
___ Merlin Falco columbarius
___ Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus
___ Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
___ Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus
Order GRUIFORMES
Family Rallidae
___ Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis
___ Virginia Rail Rallus limicola
___ Sora Porzana carolina
___* Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
___ American Coot Fulica americana
Family Gruidae
Subfamily Gruinae
___ Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis
Order CHARADRIIFORMES
Family Charadriidae
Subfamily Charadriinae
___ Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola
___ American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica
___ Paciﬁc Golden-Plover Pluvialis fulva
___* Lesser Sand-Plover Charadrius mongolus
___ Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrinus
___* Wilson’s Plover Charadrius wilsonia
___ Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus

___** Piping Plover Charadrius melodus
___ Killdeer Charadrius vociferus
___* Mountain Plover Charadrius montanus
___* Eurasian Dotterel Charadrius morinellus
Family Haematopodidae
___ Black Oystercatcher Haematopus bachmani
Family Recurvirostridae
___ Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus
___ American Avocet Recurvirostra americana
Family Scolopacidae
Subfamily Scolopacinae
___ Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia
___ Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria
___ Wandering Tattler Heteroscelus incanus
___* Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
___ Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca
___ Willet Tringa semipalmata
___ Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa ﬂavipes
___ Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda
___ Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
___* Bristle-thighed Curlew Numenius tahitiensis
___ Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus
___* Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica
___* Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
___ Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa
___ Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres
___ Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala
___ Surfbird Aphriza virgata
___* Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris
___ Red Knot Calidris canutus
___ Sanderling Calidris alba
___ Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla
___ Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri
___* Red-necked Stint Calidris ruﬁcollis
___* Little Stint Calidris minuta
___* Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta
___ Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla
___* White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
___ Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii
___ Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos
___ Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata
___ Rock Sandpiper Calidris ptilocnemis
___ Dunlin Calidris alpina
___* Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
___ Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus
___ Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruﬁcollis
___ Ruff Philomachus pugnax
___ Short-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus griseus
___ Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus
___* Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus
___ Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata
Subfamily Phalaropodinae
___ Wilson’s Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor
___ Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
___ Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius
Family Laridae
Subfamily Larinae
___* Laughing Gull Larus atricilla

___ Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixcan
___* Little Gull Larus minutus
___* Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
___ Bonaparte’s Gull Larus philadelphia
___ Heermann’s Gull Larus heermanni
___ Mew Gull Larus canus
___ Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis
___ California Gull Larus californicus
___ Herring Gull Larus argentatus
___ Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri
___* Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides
___** Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
___* Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus
___ Western Gull Larus occidentalis
___ Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens
___ Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus
___ Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini
___ Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
___* Red-legged Kittiwake Rissa brevirostris
___* Ross’s Gull Rhodostethia rosea
Subfamily Sterninae
___* Least Tern Sternula antillarum
___ Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia
___ Black Tern Chlidonias niger
___ Common Tern Sterna hirundo
___ Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea
___ Forster’s Tern Sterna forsteri
___ Elegant Tern Sterna elegans
Subfamily Stercorariinae
___ South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccormicki
___ Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus
___ Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus
___ Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus
Family Alcidae
___ Common Murre Uria aalge
___* Thick-billed Murre Uria lomvia
___ Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba
___* Long-billed Murrelet Brachyramphus perdix
___ Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus
___* Xantus’s Murrelet Synthliboramphus hypoleucus
___ Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus
___ Cassin’s Auklet Ptychoramphus aleuticus
___* Parakeet Auklet Aethia psittacula
___ Rhinoceros Auklet Cerorhinca monocerata
___ Horned Pufﬁn Fratercula corniculata
___ Tufted Pufﬁn Fratercula cirrhata
Order COLUMBIFORMES
Family Columbidae
___I Rock Pigeon Columba livia
___ Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata
___ Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto
___* White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica
___ Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura
___* Common Ground-Dove Columbina passerina
Order CUCULIFORMES
Family Cuculidae
Subfamily Coccyzinae
___* Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus
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Order STRIGIFORMES
Family Tytonidae
___ Barn Owl Tyto alba
Family Strigidae
___ Flammulated Owl Otus ﬂammeolus
___ Western Screech-Owl Megascops kennicottii
___ Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus
___ Snowy Owl Bubo scandiaca
___* Northern Hawk Owl Surnia ulula
___ Northern Pygmy-Owl Glaucidium gnoma
___ Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia
___ Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis
___ Barred Owl Strix varia
___ Great Gray Owl Strix nebulosa
___ Long-eared Owl Asio otus
___ Short-eared Owl Asio ﬂammeus
___ Boreal Owl Aegolius funereus
___ Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus
Order CAPRIMULGIFORMES
Family Caprimulgidae
Subfamily Chordeilinae
___ Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor
Subfamily Caprimulginae
___ Common Poorwill Phalaenoptilus nuttallii
___ **Whip-poor-will Caprimulgus vociferus
Order APODIFORMES
Family Apodidae
Subfamily Cypseloidinae
___ Black Swift Cypseloides niger
Subfamily Chaeturinae
___ Vaux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi
Subfamily Apodinae
___ White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis
Family Trochilidae
Subfamily Trochilinae
___* Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris
___* Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris
___ Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri
___ Anna’s Hummingbird Calypte anna
___ Costa’s Hummingbird Calypte costae
___ Calliope Hummingbird Stellula calliope
___ Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus
___ Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus
___ Allen’s Hummingbird Selasphorus sasin
Order CORACIIFORMES
Family Alcedinidae
Subfamily Cerylinae
___ Belted Kingﬁsher Ceryle alcyon
Order PICIFORMES
Family Picidae
Subfamily Picinae
___ Lewis’s Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis
___** Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus
___ Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus
___ Williamson’s Sapsucker Sphyrapicus thyroideus
___* Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius
___ Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis
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___*
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___
___
___
___
___
___

Red-breasted Sapsucker Sphyrapicus ruber
Nuttall’s Woodpecker Picoides nuttallii
Downy Woodpecker Picoides pubescens
Hairy Woodpecker Picoides villosus
White-headed Woodpecker Picoides albolarvatus
American Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides dorsalis
Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides arcticus
Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus
Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus

Order PASSERIFORMES
Family Tyrannidae
Subfamily Fluvicolinae
___ Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi
___ Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus
___* Eastern Wood-Pewee Contopus virens
___* Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum
___ Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii
___ Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus
___ Hammond’s Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii
___ Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii
___ Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberholseri
___ Paciﬁc-slope Flycatcher Empidonax difﬁcilis
___ Cordilleran Flycatcher Empidonax occidentalis
___ Black Phoebe Sayornis nigricans
___* Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe
___ Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya
___* Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus
Subfamily Tyranninae
___* Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer
___ Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens
___ Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus
___* Cassin’s Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans
___ Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis
___ Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus
___* Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forﬁcatus
Family Laniidae
___ Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus
___ Northern Shrike Lanius excubitor
Family Vireonidae
___** Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii
___* Yellow-throated Vireo Vireo ﬂavifrons
___* Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus
___ Cassin’s Vireo Vireo cassinii
___** Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius
___ Hutton’s Vireo Vireo huttoni
___ Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus
___* Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus
___ Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus
Family Corvidae
___ Gray Jay Perisoreus canadensis
___ Steller’s Jay Cyanocitta stelleri
___ Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata
___ Western Scrub-Jay Aphelocoma californica
___ Pinyon Jay Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus
___ Clark’s Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana
___ Black-billed Magpie Pica hudsonia
___ American Crow Corvus brachyrhynchos
___ Common Raven Corvus corax

Family Alaudidae
___ Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris

Family Timaliidae
___ Wrentit Chamaea fasciata

Family Hirundinidae
Subfamily Hirundininae
___ Purple Martin Progne subis
___ Tree Swallow Tachycineta bicolor
___ Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina
___ No. Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx serripennis
___ Bank Swallow Riparia riparia
___ Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
___ Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Family Mimidae
___ Gray Catbird Dumetella carolinensis
___ Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos
___ Sage Thrasher Oreoscoptes montanus
___* Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum
___** Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre
___* California Thrasher Toxostoma redivivum

Family Paridae
___ Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus
___ Mountain Chickadee Poecile gambeli
___ Chestnut-backed Chickadee Poecile rufescens
___ Oak Titmouse Baeolophus inornatus
___ Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi

Family Motacillidae
___** Eastern Yellow Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis
___* White Wagtail Montacilla alba
___* Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus
___ American Pipit Anthus rubescens
___ * Sprague’s Pipit Anthus spragueii

Family Aegithalidae
___ Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus
Family Sittidae
Subfamily Sittinae
___ Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis
___ White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis
___ Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea
Family Certhiidae
Subfamily Certhiinae
___ Brown Creeper Certhia americana
Family Troglodytidae
___ Rock Wren Salpinctes obsoletus
___ Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus
___ Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii
___ House Wren Troglodytes aedon
___ Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
___* Sedge Wren Cistothorus platensis
___ Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris
Family Cinclidae
___ American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus
Family Regulidae
___ Golden-crowned Kinglet Regulus satrapa
___ Ruby-crowned Kinglet Regulus calendula
Family Sylviidae
Subfamily Polioptilinae
___ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher Polioptila caerulea
Family Turdidae
___* Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
___ Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana
___ Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides
___ Townsend’s Solitaire Myadestes townsendi
___ Veery Catharus fuscescens
___* Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus
___ Swainson’s Thrush Catharus ustulatus
___ Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus
___* Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina
___ American Robin Turdus migratorius
___ Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius

Family Sturnidae
___ I European Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Family Bombycillidae
___ Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
___ Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum
Family Ptilogonatidae
___* Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens
Family Parulidae
___* Blue-winged Warbler Vermivora pinus
___* Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera
___ Tennessee Warbler Vermivora peregrina
___ Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata
___ Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruﬁcapilla
___* Virginia’s Warbler Vermivora virginiae
___* Lucy’s Warbler Vermivora luciae
___ Northern Parula Parula americana
___ Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia
___ Chestnut-sided Warbler Dendroica pensylvanica
___* Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia
___* Cape May Warbler Dendroica tigrina
___ Black-throated Blue Warbler Dendroica caerulescens
___ Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata
___ Black-throated Gray Warbler Dendroica nigrescens
___* Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens
___ Townsend’s Warbler Dendroica townsendi
___ Hermit Warbler Dendroica occidentalis
___* Blackburnian Warbler Dendroica fusca
___* Yellow-throated Warbler Dendroica dominica
___** Pine Warbler Dendroica pinus
___* Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor
___ Palm Warbler Dendroica palmarum
___* Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica castanea
___ Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata
___ Black-and-white Warbler Mniotilta varia
___ American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla
___* Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea
___** Worm-eating Warbler Helmitheros vermivorus
___ Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla
___ Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis
___* Louisiana Waterthrush Seiurus motacilla
___* Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus
___** Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphia
___ MacGillivray’s Warbler Oporornis tolmiei
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___ Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas
___* Hooded Warbler Wilsonia citrina
___ Wilson’s Warbler Wilsonia pusilla
___* Canada Warbler Wilsonia canadensis
___** Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus
___ Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens
Family Thraupidae
___* Summer Tanager Piranga rubra
___* Scarlet Tanager Piranga olivacea
___ Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana
Family Emberizidae
___ Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus
___ Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus
___** Eastern Towhee Pipilo erythrophthalmus
___ California Towhee Pipilo crissalis
___ American Tree Sparrow Spizella arborea
___ Chipping Sparrow Spizella passerina
___ Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida
___ Brewer’s Sparrow Spizella breweri
___* Black-chinned Sparrow Spizella atrogularis
___ Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus
___ Lark Sparrow Chondestes grammacus
___ Black-throated Sparrow Amphispiza bilineata
___ Sage Sparrow Amphispiza belli
___* Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys
___ Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis
___ Grasshopper Sparrow Ammodramus savannarum
___* Le Conte’s Sparrow Ammodramus leconteii
___ Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca
___ Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia
___ Lincoln’s Sparrow Melospiza lincolnii
___ Swamp Sparrow Melospiza georgiana
___ White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis.
___ Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula
___ White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia leucophrys
___ Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapilla
___ Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemalis
___* McCown’s Longspur Calcarius mccownii
___ Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus
___* Smith’s Longspur Calcarius pictus
___* Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus
___* Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica
___ Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
___* McKay’s Bunting Plectrophenax hyperboreus
Family Cardinalidae
___ Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus
___ Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus
___* Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea
___ Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena
___* Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea
___* Painted Bunting Passerina ciris
___* Dickcissel Spiza americana
Family Icteridae
___ Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus
___ Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus
___ Tricolored Blackbird Agelaius tricolor
___ Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta
___ Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus
___* Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus
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Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus
Common Grackle Quiscalus quiscula
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater
Orchard Oriole Icterus spurius
Hooded Oriole Icterus cucullatus
Streak-backed Oriole Icterus pustulatus
Bullock’s Oriole Icterus bullockii
Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula
Scott’s Oriole Icterus parisorum

Family Fringillidae
Subfamily Fringillinae
___* Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
Subfamily Carduelinae
___ Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch Leucosticte tephrocotis
___ Black Rosy-Finch Leucosticte atrata
___ Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator
___ Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus
___ Cassin’s Finch Carpodacus cassinii
___ House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus
___ Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
___ White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera
___ Common Redpoll Carduelis ﬂammea
___** Hoary Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni
___ Pine Siskin Carduelis pinus
___ Lesser Goldﬁnch Carduelis psaltria
___* Lawrence’s Goldﬁnch Carduelis lawrencei
___ American Goldﬁnch Carduelis tristis
___ Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus
Family Passeridae
___I House Sparrow Passer domesticus
2008 Ofﬁcial Checklist of Oregon Birds
Oregon Field Ornithologists
Oregon Bird Records Committee
Harry Nehls, Secretary
Select Subspecies for review
The Oregon Bird Records Committee would like to review all
records of the ‘review species’ - those marked with asterisks (*
or **) above. In addition, we would like to see records of select
subspecies that may become full species in the future. The OBRC
is now asking for details on sightings of the following subspecies.
The reports will be handled and voted the same as a rare species,
but will not be added to the Oregon State List until such time that
they become full species.
Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus bewickii
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca crecca
Siberian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus variegatus
Kamchatka Gull Larus canus kamtschatschensis
Vega Gull Larus argentatus vegae
Yellow Palm Warbler Dendroica palmarum hypochrysea
Timberline Sparrow Spizella breweri taverneri
Eastern (Red) Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca ssp.
White-winged Junco Junco hyemalis aikeni
Gray-headed Junco Junco hyemalis caniceps

Reporting Rare Birds in Oregon

Oregon Bird Records Committee (OBRC)
The OBRC needs your report of any review species observed in Oregon. Review species are indicated in the ofﬁcial state checklist by an asterisk (*) or double asterisk (**).
To report a review species, please e-mail the information listed below to: hnehls@teleport.com
Note: OBRC encourages submission of supporting evidence in the form of photos or recordings (see item 6
below). If you wish to submit these or other evidence not suited to e-mail (e.g. ﬁeld notes, sketches), please mail
to:
Harry Nehls, OBRC
2736 SE 20th
Portland, OR 97202
This form is intended as a convenience and a guideline. It may be used ﬂexibly and need not be used at all.
1. YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS.
Postal address:
E-mail address:
Telephone (voice):
2. BIRD IDENTIFICATION. Write in the name of the species you have identiﬁed and information on numbers,
sex, plumage, and age.
3. DATE(S). Month, day, and year. If there are multiple observations, each date.
4. LOCATION. Be speciﬁc; describe habitat.
5. DETAILS. Include only what was actually observed, not what should have been seen or heard. Stress ﬁeld
marks: bill, eye, wings, tail, legs, shape, proportions, “jizz”, etc. Include behavior: feeding, resting, ﬂying, interactions with other species, etc. Describe voice--song, calls, or notes--if heard.

Describe your reasons for your identiﬁcation: your familiarity with the species, ﬁeld guides used, similar species that were eliminated, references that were consulted, etc.
Describe the circumstances of the observation: light conditions, positions of the sun, distance to the bird, duration of observation, equipment used, time of day, time of tide, etc.
Add the names (and address and phone numbers if known) of other observers who may have identiﬁed the bird.
6. PHOTOS, RECORDINGS. State whether photos were taken or video or sound recordings were made. OBRC
will duplicate and return original slides and tapes promptly. Donations of slide duplicates (OBRC prefers a
double set) and copies of recordings may be considered a tax-deductible expense!
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Join Oregon Field Ornithologists

The mission of Oregon Field Ornithologists is to further the knowledge,
education, conservation, enjoyment and science of birds and birding in Oregon
Don’t just subscribe - join our community!

For membership questions or for address or email address changes, dues, mailings, etc.,
contact Anne Heyerly tanager@nu-world.com

Membership in OFO brings you:

Oregon Birds--OFO’s journal with news and briefs, status and identiﬁcation of Oregon’s birds and bird-ﬁnding
guides to Oregon’s better birding spots and rarer species.
Proceedings of the Oregon Bird Records Committee--Stay current on the rare birds of Oregon.
Annual meetings--Participate in OFO’s birding meetings, held at some of Oregon’s top birding spots.
Publications--As a service to the community, OFO publishes and distributes occasional books and pamphlets of
interest to ornithologists and birders. Such publications may not be available without your support.
Annual Dues:
____ $30.00 Individual
____ $35.00 Family
____ $50.00 Sustaining
____ $14.00 Student (under 18 years)
____ $100.00 OFO Patron
____ $_____ Tax-deductible contribution
____ $_____ Oregon Fund for Ornithology
____ Renewal
____ Renew my membership for 2 Years!
____ New Member
____ Do not put my name and phone number in OFO
Directory
(We don’t sell any information to other organizations.)
Make check payable to: Oregon Field Ornithologists
or OFO
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Your name___________________________________
Your address_________________________________
City__________________State__________Zip_____
Your telephone_______________________________
Your e-mail address:___________________________

Mail your membership application to:
Oregon Field Ornithologists
P.O. Box 10373
Eugene, OR 97440

Oregon Birds and North American Birds have synchronized reporting areas, periods, and deadlines.
Field reports for Oregon are due to the OB Regional Editor and NAB Regional Editor at the same
time.
Season
Spring
Summer
Fall
Winter
North American Birds
Regional Editor

Months
March-May
June-July
August-November
December-February
North American Birds SubRegional Editors

To Editor
10 June
10 August
10 December
10 March

All of Oregon
David Irons
2125 Hayes St
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 686-4560
llsdirons@msn.com

Western Oregon
Harry Nehls
2376 SE 20th
Portland, OR 97202
503-233-3976
hnehls@teleport.com

Rogue Valley
Dennis Vroman
269 Shetland Dr.
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-479-4619
dpvroman@cdsnet.net

OFO members bird all over the state, and often ﬁnd birds that are of interest to local birders. OFO supports
publication of local ﬁeld notes and encourages OFO members to contact local newsletter publishers or ﬁeld notes
editors whenever birding in or near the Oregon locations listed below. If you would like to add a local newsletter
or revise any of the information below, please contact the Editor, Oregon Birds, 39127 Griggs Drive, Lebanon,
OR, 97355 or oregonbirds@centurytel.net
Bend
Eagle Eye
Central Oregon Audubon Society
P.O. Box 565
Bend, OR 97709
Inactive (send ﬁeld notes to OB)
Coos Bay
The Tattler
Cape Arago Audubon Society
P.O. Box 381
North Bend, OR 97459
Russ Namitz
namitzr@hotmail.com
(541) 266-8714
Corvallis
The Chat
Audubon Society of Corvallis
PO Box 148
Corvallis, OR 97339
W. Douglas Robinson
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Field Notes: Spring 2008 Statewide Season Report
David S. Irons, 2125 Hayes St. Eugene, Oregon llsdirons@msn.com

warm spring. On 12 April the
thermometers in Eugene topped
out at 85F, about 20F degrees
above the norm for that time of
year. After that, global climate
change took a U-turn. Exactly
one week later, Eugenians awoke
to two inches of snow on the
Willamette Valley ﬂoor. Above
1000’ elev. accumulations were
10” or more, and above 3000’
snow cover could be measured in
feet through the rest of the season.
Species that traditionally arrive
via the lowlands and then move
upslope to breed (i.e. Calliope
Hummingbird, Dusky Flycatcher,
and Nashville Warbler) were
conspicuous in the westside
lowlands well into May. At high
elevations, trees and understory
vegetation that are normally fully
leafed out by late May, were in
some cases just starting to show
foliage on 1 June.

Wilson’s Warbler, 12 May 2008, Portland, Multnomah County. Photo/E.
McVicker.

A

s is often the case during
spring migration, weather
played a major role, inﬂuencing
the timing of ﬂights, producing
amazing fallouts, and in some
cases impeding the arrival of
some species on their high
elevation breeding grounds. Two

weather events highlighted the
season, with the ﬁrst shaping the
remainder of the season, and the
second likely ending the lives of
thousands of migrant passerines.
Early on, it appeared that we
might be in for an unseasonably

Consecutive nights of strong
easterly winds 14-15 May
produced the type of fallouts one
might expect along the shores
of the Great Lakes. Birders
fortunate enough to be on the
coast 16 May had a day in the
ﬁeld they won’t soon forget. Phil
Pickering was on Cascade Head
that morning and saw well over
500 warblers, most of which
were either Yellow or Wilson’s.
He also found one species that
had been recorded only twice
previously in the state ( Eastern
Yellow Wagtail). The same day,
Roy Lowe enjoyed a sizeable
fallout of Wilson’s Warblers on
mostly treeless Yaquina Head.
Unfortunately, these were the
lucky birds that found themselves
on terra ﬁrma that morning. It
appeared that many migrant
passerines were being blown
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out to sea during nocturnal
migrations and many apparently
succumbed to exhaustion in their
attempts to make landfall. Over
the next 11 days David Bailey,
Mike Patterson, and others
began ﬁnding hundreds of dead
passerines in the fresh wrackline
along Oregon beaches. Several
different species were among the
casualties, with Townsend’s -- 95
found along a one-mile stretch of
Clatsop Beach (Mike Patterson)
-- Wilson’s, and Yellow Warblers
apparently taking the biggest hits.
We will never know to full extent
of these losses, but this small
cadre of observers covered only
a fraction of the coastal beaches,
thus we can presume that many
carcasses went unfound, or were
consumed by seabirds before they
had a chance to wash ashore.
Hummingbirds Aplenty
Hummingbirds are universally
appealing, thus birders rarely
let one pass without taking a
look. Their willingness to utilize
artiﬁcial feeding stations and
propensity for returning time
and again to favored perches
affords ample opportunity for
even closer study. During the
spring of 2008 Oregon birders
made major ornithological
contributions by documenting
not one, but two hummingbird
hybrids that were previously
unrecorded. The ﬁrst, a male
Anna’s Hummingbird X Rufous
Hummingbird inhabited Eugene’s
Skinner Butte 20-29 April. Barry
McKenzie and Maitreya were the
ﬁrst to notice that the plumage of
this bird was odd. They pointed
it out to me, John Sullivan, and
Laura Johnson. After watching
this bird for several minutes
and taking a number of digital
pictures (reviewed in the ﬁeld),
we determined that the plumage

characteristics were intermediate
between male Anna’s and Rufous
Hummingbirds. Our efforts to
adequately document this bird
were somewhat limited by the
quality of our collective camera
and video equipment, so we
posted to OBOL that we were
looking for someone who might
come forth with a high quality
camera setup to capture better
images of the bird. Peter Patricelli
answered that call. Patricelli, a
retired Eugene doctor and semiprofessional photographer, met
me atop the butte on the morning
of 22 April and took more than
100 spectacular pictures of the
bird. Enlargements of his images
allowed for close examination of
the aforementioned features and
also provided excellent views
of the uniquely notched tail
feathers, which conﬁrmed that the
Selasphorus parent was indeed
a Rufous and not an Allen’s
Hummingbird.
The second hybrid was a male
Black-chinned Hummingbird X
Rufous Hummingbird observed
coming to a feeder in Hines,
Harney 3-5 May. The bird was
visiting the home of Wayne and
Patty Bowers, who recognized
that it was likely a hybrid.
They took several pictures and
contacted Rick Vetter who also
saw and photographed this bird.
Aside from these two hybrids, the
hummingbird event of the season
was the unprecedented inﬂux
of Calliope Hummingbirds into
the westside lowlands. It is well
known that a few Calliopes stray
to w. Oregon each spring, but
most are one-day wonders and it
is quite unusual for individuals
to linger for more than a day or
so. However, this season the total
number of reports (35) was about
triple the norm and there were
several instances where Calliopes
stayed for days and even weeks
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at a time. It is suspected that
persistent cold, low elevation
snowfall (two inches fell in
Eugene on 19 Apr) in mid-April,
and heavy accumulations above
3000’ stalled the normal upslope
movements to breeding grounds.
By the end of the season, anyone
who really wanted to see a
Calliope in western Oregon had
likely done so.
Words of Caution Regarding the
Reporting of Plumbeous Vireos
Since the Solitary Vireo complex
was separated into three distinct
species (AOU 1997) there has
been a decided uptick in the
reporting of Plumbeous Vireos
from Oregon. Initially, most of
Oregon reports of Plumbeous
Vireo came from desert oases
in southeastern Oregon during
the vagrant season (late-May
to early June). The timing and
location of these reports made
them plausible since Plumbeous
Vireos are known to nest in
nearby states and because spring
vagrants and overshoots are
typically detected 2-3 weeks after
the normal migration window.
However, more recently there
has been a ﬂurry of reports of
Plumbeous Vireos from west of
the Cascades and many of these
birds are being reported during
late April and the ﬁrst week of
May, the peak migratory window
for northbound Cassin’s Vireos.
This season there were three
early (28 Apr-7 May) reports
of Plumbeous Vireos, including
two from west of the Cascades.
While intriguing, none came with
sufﬁcient detail for publication.
Great care must be taken in
the reporting of this species,
especially in spring when Cassin’s
are in their dullest plumages.
This editor was convinced that
a carefully observed vireo on
Skinner Butte in mid-May 2008

was a Plumbeous based on
binocular views. However, photos
I took showed it to be a very dull
Cassin’s. It should also be noted
that Plumbeous Vireos are later
migrants than Cassin’s, rarely
arriving on breeding grounds of
Colorado and Montana earlier
than mid-May. Further south, in
New Mexico and Nevada, arrival
dates are typically 28 Apr+. Over
time, most Oregon birders have
come to believe that Plumbeous
Vireos are a rare-but-annual
visitor to Oregon and yet, there
is no specimen and very little
photographic evidence that this
is the case. To date, there are just
ﬁve records of Plumbeous Vireos
that have been accepted by the
Oregon Bird Records Committee
and only two are supported by
photos. Reporting of Plumbeous
Vireos has become rather casual,
with many reaching regional and
statewide ﬁeld notes editors with
either scant or no documentation.
Despite the prevailing attitudes,
Plumbeous Vireo should be
treated as a rare bird in Oregon
and one that will remain on
the OBRC review list for the
foreseeable future.
Orange-crowned Warbler
Subspecies: Which ones and
when?
In recent years Oregon birders
have been paying closer attention
to the Orange-crowned Warblers
(Vermivora celata) that pass
through western Oregon during
Spring. We’ve known for
some time that more than one
subspecies occurs here and that
the northbound movements of
this species seem to have several
“pulses.” It is well established
that the ﬁrst northbound Orangecrowned Warblers reach Oregon
during the last 8-10 days of
March. Invariably, these birds
are all of the subspecies V. c.
lutescens. This is the local nesting

American Bittern, 30 May 2008, Double 0 Road, Harney County. Photo/S.
Dowlan.

subspecies across the western
reaches of the state, and the early
birds are almost all males. As the
season progresses, the major push
of lutescens is normally noted in
mid-April, when one can expect
to see many bright (and singing)
males and similar numbers of
duller females moving through.
Typically, there is a slight dropoff in the latter days of April,
then in early May another wave
appears. These birds are generally
more greenish over all and
somewhat less yellow below and
they often show a fair amount
of gray on the head and have
grayish cast to the upper back.
They are either V. c. orestera (the
Rocky Mountain subspecies) or
V. c. celata, which breeds across
boreal Canada and into Alaska.
Separating these two subspecies
in the ﬁeld is difﬁcult at best
and may be impossible for some
individuals. However, during the
Spring of 2008 well-documented
reports of both subspecies came
from western Oregon. An orestera
was photographed on Skinner
Butte 4 May (ph. Dave Irons)
and another was picked up dead

and documented at the Portland
Airport (ph. Dave Helzer). During
this period a number of likely
orestera were on Skinner Butte
(Dave Irons, Maitreya). On 6 May
Don Munson found a very dull
warbler that he initially thought
might be a Warbling Vireo, but
his subsequent observations and
excellent written description were
consistent with a spring celata.
On 15 May several dull Orangecrowned Warblers were again on
Skinner Butte. Both Irons and
Maitreya had two birds apiece
that were likely celata and several
more apparent orestera.
Given the more northerly
breeding range of celata, it makes
sense that their northbound
movements would be the latest of
the three subspecies. Both Mike
Patterson and Dennis Vroman,
who actively mist-net and band
birds throughout spring migration,
have captured and banded celata
during mid-May (pers. comm.).
Vroman has supplied me with
a photo of an obvious celata he
captured in Josephine County on
10 May 1992. Except for a weak
wash of yellow on the breast and
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fairly bright undertail coverts,
this bird was almost colorless
below. The upperparts are mostly
grayish olive and the face is quite
gray below the eye, with the only
bright yellow-green appearing
on the rump. It is apparent that
Orange-crowned Warblers still
northbound 1 May or later should
be examined closely in an effort
to determine the subspecies and
reporting of these ﬁndings is
encouraged.
Waterfowl
Northbound ﬂocks of Whitefronted Geese began pouring
through western Oregon on 18
April. Flocks of 250+ were noted
at Astoria and Eugene on this
date (Lee Cain, Dave Irons). The
protracted nature of this ﬂight
was unusual, as it lasted nearly
a month. Flocks totaling 350
birds passed Boiler Bay on 7 May
(Phil Pickering) and two ﬂocks
(750 birds) ﬂew over Fern Ridge
Reservoir 13 May (Dave Irons).
In most years, the bulk of the
spring ﬂight passes in little more
than a week. An Emperor Goose
that wintered at Dean Creek
Meadows east of Reedsport,
reappeared there in late March. It
was last seen on 24 March (Tim
Rodenkirk). Another Emperor
was a one-day wonder south of
Florence 15 May (photo James
Little). Four Blue Geese were
noted among the swarms of Snow
Geese near Burns 23 Mar (Steve
Dougill). Much rarer were the
three blue-morph Ross’s Geese
found near Burns on 16 Mar (Jim
& Becky Carlson); there are about
ﬁve prior records of this form
in Oregon. A late white-morph
Ross’s Goose lingered at Burns
until 25 May. Cackling Geese
(subspecies minima) typically
remain in western Oregon much
later than other wintering whitecheeked geese, as evidenced
by the 2500 of this taxon still

at Ankeny N.W.R. on 4 May
(Roy Gerig); small ﬂocks tarried
at all the Willamette Valley
refuges until at least 18 May,
including a ﬂock of 25 on Sauvie
I. 28 May (Andy Frank, Wink
Gross). The peak movements
of Aleutian Cackling Geese
(subspecies leucopareia) passed
along the outer coast 9-18 April.
Flocks totaling 800 birds passed
over Lincoln City 18 Apr (Phil
Pickering) and a similar number
grazed in pastures west of Astoria
the same day (Lee Cain). A ﬂock
of 36 Aleutians were seen from a
cruise ship 50 miles west of Coos
Bay on 11 May (Dave Irons et
al.). On 31 May pairs of late Brant
were at North Spit Coos Bay (Tim
Rodenkirk) and Florence (Tim
Janzen et al.).
Eurasian Wigeon were generally
gone statewide by early April,
with two at Hatﬁeld L. 14 Apr
(Craig & Marilyn Miller) and
one at Fern Ridge Reservoir 17
Apr (Dave Irons) representing
the latest reports east and
west of the Cascades. A male
Eurasian Wigeon X American
Wigeon inhabited Portland’s

Crystal Springs on 9 Mar
(Adrian & Christopher Hinkle,
Em Scattaregia). A Cinnamon
Teal at Ochoco Reservoir,
Crook 1 Apr was the earliest
northbound migrant on the
eastside (Chuck Gates). A Bluewinged Teal at Killin Wetlands
near Banks, Washington 5 Apr
(Tom McNamara) was about
three weeks ahead of the normal
spring arrival date. The season’s
8+ Eurasian Green-winged Teal,
included 4+ in Benton 27 Mar
(W. Douglas Robinson); two
males at Finley N.W.R. were
accompanied by a likely female,
while two additional males at
the Bellfountain Road wetlands
(south of Corvallis) were attended
by two probable females. The
only hybrid Green-winged Teal
was at Fern Ridge Reservoir 17
Apr (Dave Irons). Late Greater
Scaup were detected both east
and west of the Cascades; four
Greaters were on Krumbo
Reservoir, Harney 27 May
(Russ Namitz) and three were
at Yachats, Lincoln on 31 May
(Jay Withgott et al.). On 16 Mar
a male Tufted Duck returned
to the same pond at Fern Ridge

Vesper Sparrow, 24 May 2008, Double 0 Road, Harney County. Photo/S.
Dowlan.
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Reservoir where it made April
appearances in 2006 and 2007
(Dan & Anne Heyerly). Another
male Tufted was discovered at
Sauvie I. 6 May (Wink Gross).
A Common Goldeneye was a
surprising ﬁnd at Fern Ridge
Reservoir 7 Mar (Daniel Farrar).
Late Commons included one
at Diamond Hill wetlands east
of Harrisburg 27 May (Randy
Moore) and and another at
Summer Lake W.M.A. 31 May
(Dave Irons et al.). Inland Redbreasted Mergansers included
singles at Klamath Falls 3 Mar
(Michelle Nuss), at Lower
Klamath N.W.R. 8 Mar (Dick
Ashford), and Polk’s 4th which
visited Baskett Slough N.W.R. 25
May (Bill Tice).
Peak northbound pulses of Paciﬁc
Loons passed along the Oregon
coast during late April and
early May. Five-minute counts
from various points in Lane and
Lincoln yielded numbers that
translated to hourly passage rates
of up to 20,000+ (Dave Irons,
Diane Pettey). Peak pulses at
Boiler Bay 5-7 May ranged 100200/minute (Phil Pickering). Two
sightings of single Paciﬁcs far
inland along the Columbia River
were highly unusual; one was at
Philippi Canyon, Gilliam 17 May
and another was at nearby John
Day Dam, Sherman the following
day (Roy Gerig). A few Paciﬁc
Loons are known to pass through
the interior in fall migration, but
spring records are few. Given
the proximity of these two sites,
we might presume that one bird
accounted for both reports. Tardy
Clark’s Grebes were still along
the outer coast at Yachats 19 May
(Bob Lockett) and at ToketeeKlootchman Wayside, Lane 20
May (Dave Irons).
Early in the season the majority of
Northern Fulmars seen offshore
were light-morph birds (Greg

Gillson, Troy Guy). However,
dark birds outnumbered lightmorphs 34 to 8 among dead
fulmars found along Clatsop
beaches 29 Mar and 1 Apr (Mike
Patterson). Birders aboard a
cruise ship 45-65 miles off the
Oregon coast 11 May found just
11 fulmars, two of which were
light-morphs (Dave Irons). In
recent years cruise ship birding
in conjunction with National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (N.O.A.A.)
research cruises has enhanced our
knowledge of deep-water pelagic
species in Oregon waters. This
season produced an extravaganza
of Pteradroma (gadﬂy petrels)
sightings. On 13 Apr N.O.A.A.
researchers encountered 8
Murphy’s Petrels and 12 Mottled
Petrels while conducting transect
surveys off southern Oregon
(Terry Hunefeld, Scott Mills).
On 11 May birders aboard the
Coral Princess found six more
Murphy’s (Jeff Gilligan, Dave
Irons, Owen Schmidt, Sheran
Wright); two were in Curry, one
was in Douglas, and three were
off Lane. Murphy’s Petrels are
proving to be somewhat regular
in the eastern Paciﬁc Ocean
during spring, as evidenced by
the 120+ recorded in California
waters by N.O.A.A. researchers
during the fall of 2007 (Irons et
al. 2008). A 1 Mar trip to Perpetua
Banks, Lincoln found eight
Laysan Albatrosses (The Bird
Guide Pelagic Trip); Laysans are
expected in Oregon waters NovApril. A somewhat late Laysan
was off Curry 11 May (Dave
Irons et al.). One of three Blackfooted Albatrosses found dead at
Cannon Beach, Clatsop 27 May
had been banded in Oceania on 6
Jun 2006 (Lisa Shefﬁeld). Three
Manx Shearwaters represented
a fairly typical spring showing;
one was six miles off Newport
1 Mar (The Bird Guide Pelagic
Trip) and singles were seen from

land at Cape Arago 19 Apr (Russ
Namitz) and Boiler Bay 11 May
(Phil Pickering). Reports of Sooty
Shearwaters generally involved
modest numbers; 200 seen from
Cape Arago 8 May (Russ Namitz)
was the season’s high count. A
few Short-tailed Shearwaters
were noted offshore during March
(The Bird Guide Pelagic Trip,
N.O.A.A.). The 11 May cruise
tallied 633 Leach’s and 70 Forktailed Storm-Petrels; the highest
densities of Leach’s were off
Clatsop and Tillamook, while
more than half of the Fork-taileds
were off Coos (Dave Irons et al.).
Oregon’s 1st Red-billed
Tropicbird was photographed
from a sailboat 25 miles w. of
Florence on 13 May (ph. Larry
Hawley). An American White
Pelican that wintered at Fern
Ridge Reservoir was still present
7 Mar (Daniel Farrar). Flocks of
6-24 White Pelicans appeared
all over of the Willamette Valley
2-25 May (m.ob.). Oregon’s
2nd Glossy Ibis, which was
videotaped at Malheur 15 May
(Owen Schmidt), comes on the
heels of the state’s 1st found
at Malheur in May 2007; this
species is rapidly expanding its
range across the western United
States, thus Plegadis ibis seen at
close range should be scrutinized.
The impressive westside ﬂight of
White-faced Ibis during Spring
2007 pales when compared to
this season’s show. No fewer
than 200 ibis were reported 1526 May. More than half of these
birds were along the outer coast,
where particularly surprising.
Daily maxima included 80 Whitefaced at Coos Bay 17 May (Russ
Namitz et al.), 44 at Yaquina Head
19 May (Wayne Hoffman) and 35
ﬂying over the ocean at Yachats
the same day (Bob Lockett).
Twenty-four ibis at Fern Ridge
Res. 16 May (Kit Larsen) and 27
at the Diamond Hill Rd. wetlands,
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Ferruginous Hawk, 8 April 2008, Harney County. Photo/S. Dowlan.

Linn 16 May (Jared Jabousek)
were the high counts for the
Willamette Valley.
West of the Cascades, the only
low elevation Northern Goshawks
were at Hagg L., Washington
21 Mar (Stefan Schlick, Mike
Marsh) and Warrenton, Clatsop
22 Mar (Mike Patterson). Two
Swainson’s Hawks visited the
Willamette Valley; a dark morph
was near Lebanon, Linn 13 May
(Steve Seibel) and a light morph
frequented the Portland Airport
25-26 May (Dave Helzer). A
very late Rough-legged Hawk
was observed migrating past
Rocky Point on Upper Klamath
L. 17 May (Dave Helzer); this
species typically departs eastern
Oregon by mid-April. Two
Golden Eagles near Powers 4
April were highly unusual for
Coos. Though a few Golden
Eagles winter in the Willamette
Valley, they are not often found
there during the nesting season,
thus singles at Snag Boat Bend,
Linn 2 April (Molly Monroe) and
Manning, Washington 15 May
(Lars Norgren) were noteworthy.
Wintering Prairie Falcons were

still n. of Harrisburg, Linn 3 Mar
(Mark Nikas) and at Fern Ridge
Res. 16 Mar (Sylvia Maulding et
al.). Yet another Crested Caracara
appeared, marking the fourth
consecutive spring this species
has been found in Oregon; this
season’s bird, the state’s 6th, was
at Frenchglen, Harney 26 Apr (ph.
Linda Burman).
A late migrant ﬂock of Sandhill
Cranes passed over Eugene 2 May
(Don DeWitt); peak northbound
movements of cranes normally
occur during March. A single
Sandhill at Brookings 12 May
was completely unexpected (Don
Munson). A gathering of 358
Black-bellied Plovers at White
L., Klamath 12 Apr (Steve Nord)
was among the highest-ever tallies
for eastern Oregon. The Lower
Klamath N.W.R. area produces
most of eastern Oregon’s high
counts during spring, including a
record 550+ there on 21 Apr 2000
(Kevin Spencer pers. comm.).
The only golden-plover of the
season was a Paciﬁc at Astoria
4 May (ph. Annie Oliver). Up
to 500 Semipalmated Plovers
were at Bandon Marsh 3-4 May
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(Kathy Castelein). Black-necked
Stilts had returned to Willamette
Valley breeding sites by the end
of April; three at Fern Ridge Res.
7 Apr (Diane Horgan) were the
earliest by nearly two weeks.
Four stilts near the town of Cape
Meares, Tillamook 18 May (Blake
Matheson) were rare for the outer
coast, where this species is not
annual in spring. Small groups
of American Avocets made
appearances at three w. Oregon
sites 6 May+. These included
three that ﬂew by Boiler Bay 6
May (Phil Pickering), two in the
Fern Ridge area 13 May+ (Judie
Hansen, Sylvia Maulding et al.),
and two near Turner, Marion 29
May (Roy Gerig). The Fern Ridge
birds appeared to be defending
territory well into June, but
no further evidence of nesting
was observed (Daniel Farrar).
Statewide, 15 Solitary Sandpipers
were detected 1-10 May. All but
two were west of the Cascades,
including a group of four at
Corvallis 5 May (Noah Strycker).
A stray Willet visited Hatﬁeld
L. 26 Apr (Howard Horvath).
Though they are common nesters
at several Great Basin marshes
just to the south and east, Willets
are rare in Deschutes. Northbound
Greater Yellowlegs were widely
reported in western Oregon midMar+, while several stragglers
were still on Sauvie I. 25 May
(John Gatchet); Greaters are
surprisingly rare in the Willamette
Valley during June and early
July, but somewhat expected
throughout the remainder of the
year. Single Lesser Yellowlegs at
Coos Bay 16 Mar (Russ Namitz)
and w. of Eugene 20 Mar (Don
Schrouder) were presumed to
be wintering locally; Lesser
Yellowlegs are scarce spring
migrants in western Oregon, with
most seen mid-Apr or later. Two
Upland Sandpipers at Seneca,
Grant 9 May (Stefan Schlick)
provide hope that a few pairs

may still nest at this traditional
breeding site. Single Whimbrels at
the Portland Airport 27 Apr (Dave
Helzer) and Corvallis Airport 12
May were rare, while a ﬂock of 17
on Sauvie I. 14 May (Wink Gross)
is among the largest ﬂocks ever
found in the Willamette Valley. As
is typical, large northbound ﬂocks
of Whimbrel made stopovers at
Cape Blanco (1000+ 30 Apr, Lois
Miller) and Astoria (487 on 5
May, Mike Patterson). Two ﬂocks,
totaling 500+ Whimbrels, passed
over south of Tillamook 15 May
(John and Barbara Woodhouse).
Despite being a common nester
only 50 miles to the east, a Longbilled Curlew at Hood River 29
Mar (Stuart Johnston) was quite
rare locally. Five Long-billed
Curlews were noted from the
Willamette Valley 10 Apr-29 May,
including three that dropped in
at the Portland Airport 13 May
(Dave Helzer). Eastern Oregon’s
daily maxima of Marbled Godwits
were 20 at Lower Klamath
N.W.R. 24 Mar (Roger Robb) and
35 at Hines, Harney 14 Apr (Steve
Dowlan). Just nine northbound
Ruddy Turnstones were reported
along the outer coast, all 4-7 May.
Though never common in spring,
Ruddies seem to be increasingly
scarce as northbound migrant in
recent years. A Black Turnstone at
Fernhill Wetlands 14 May (Tom
Hammond) was rare inland; this
is the Washington’s 4th record
and the 2nd for this site. All but
absent in spring over the past
two decades, Red Knots made a
modest coastal showing for the
second consecutive Spring; 30+
were reported, mostly in passage,
2-18 May. A Semipalmated
Sandpiper, carefully identiﬁed
at Houston L., Crook 15 May
(Steve Dougill), was a very rare
spring record for this species;
nearly all Oregon reports involve
juveniles late July-early Sep. A
late afternoon count of 25,000
Western Sandpipers at Bandon

on 4 May (Kathy Castelein)
was the seasonal maximum.
Two days later, 13,000 passed
Boiler Bay during a 3-hour
seawatch (Phil Pickering). A rare
northbound Pectoral Sandpiper
was on N.S.C.B. 16 May (Tim
Rodenkirk); this species is not
detected during most springs. The
season’s eight Rock Sandpipers
included four at the mouth of
Rogue R. 9 Mar (Tim Rodenkirk)
and three on the south jetty at
Yaquina Bay 16 Mar (Stefan
Schlick). A Stilt Sandpiper at
Turner, Marion was just the 8th
spring record for Oregon and the
ﬁrst northbound bird in Oregon
or Washington since 2005. As
expected, the peak northbound
surge of Short-billed Dowitchers
passed along the Oregon coast
during the ﬁrst week of May, with
800 ﬂying past Boiler Bay on
6 May (Phil Pickering). Fifteen
Short-billeds near Turner 10 May
(Roy Gerig) was an exceptional
spring tally for the Willamette
Valley. Wilson’s Phalaropes were
back at several Willamette Valley
breeding sites by early May and
by the end of the period up to
14 were at North Spit Coos Bay,
the lone coastal nesting site (Tim
Rodenkirk). On 7 May 50,000
Red-necked Phalaropes poured
past Boiler Bay during a 4.75hour seawatch. Up to 300/min.
streamed northward during peak
pulses (Phil Pickering). The 250
Red-necked on Wright’s Pond at
Malheur N.W.R. 24 May (Noah
Strycker) was an extraordinary
spring count for eastern Oregon.
Observers aboard a northbound
cruise ship encountered 237 Red
Phalaropes in Oregon waters on
11 May (Dave Irons et al.).
A very early Pomarine Jaeger
was off Newport 1 Mar (The Bird
Guide Pelagic Trip). Representing
one of the best spring ﬂights
ever, 27 Franklin’s Gulls were
west of the Cascades 27 Apr-

19 May, including a group of
12 at Brookings 3 May (Don
Munson). Similarly exceptional
was the ﬂock of 42 Franklin’s at
Bend’s Hatﬁeld L. 10 May (Judy
Meredith). The only signiﬁcant
movement of Bonaparte’s Gulls
was reported from Boiler Bay,
where 180 passed on 7 May. The
1500 Mew Gulls found in w. Linn
3 Mar (Mark Nikas) was a very
high count for the s. Willamette
Valley, where winter numbers
ﬂuctuate wildly in association
with storm events. Up to four
Herring Gulls frequented The
Narrows, Harney 15-23 Mar
(Jim and Becky Carlson, Steve
Dougill) and another was at
Summer Lake W.M.A. 30 Mar
(Steve Dougill). Though Herrings
are expected east of the Cascades
along the Columbia R., they
are generally scarce anywhere
in the Great Basin. All of the
season’s 12 Glaucous Gulls were
detected during March, with ﬁve
in the Willamette Valley and the
remainder along the outer coast.
A record early Caspian Tern
at McNary Dam 1 Mar (Mike
and MerryLynn Denny) was a
full two weeks earlier than any
previous eastside arrival. Two
Caspians at the Alsea Bay 20 Mar
were the ﬁrst northbound birds
reported along the coast (Dave
Irons, Noah Strycker). Two at
Fernhill Wetlands 18 May (Rich
Hoyer) were unexpected so late
in the season; Caspians do not
breed in the Willamette Valley.
All four westside Forster’s Terns
were in the Willamette Valley;
one at Finley N.W.R. 15 May
(W. Douglas Robinson) was the
ﬁrst ever in Benton, and three at
Fern Ridge Res. 18 May (Sylvia
Maulding, Don Schrouder), were
at a site where they are nearly
annual during late May and early
June. Black Terns were back at
their Fern Ridge breeding grounds
by 2 May (Daniel Farrar), while
two at the Philomath S.T.P. 19
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Marbled Godwit, 23 April 2008, one of up to 35 present in the ﬂooded hayﬁelds
east of Hines, Harney County, in April and May, 2008. Photo/S. Dowlan.

May (Dave Irons, Lilly Irons,
Rich and Nanette Armstrong)
were the ﬁrst in Benton since
1995. One at Lincoln City 23 May
(Phil Pickering) was on the outer
coast where Black Terns are less
than annual. An Ancient Murrelet
at Boiler Bay 5 May (Phil
Pickering) was the season’s only
report. Most of Oregon’s Ancient
Murrelet reports come from late
Fall and early Winter. An inshore
ﬂight of 80 Cassin’s Auklets at
Boiler Bay 6 May (Phil Pickering)
was a good spring count. NOAA
researchers encountered eight
Parakeet Auklets off the southern
Oregon coast 13 Apr (Terry
Hunefeld); this species is likely
somewhat regular far offshore
Oct-Apr, but inshore records
almost always involve dead birds
washed ashore. The season’s peak
ﬂights of Rhinoceros Auklets
passed Boiler Bay 6-7 May when
1200 and 1000 were tallied on
consecutive days (Phil Pickering).
The season’s only Horned Pufﬁn
ﬂew past Boiler Bay 6 May (Phil
Pickering).

A rare Crook Band-tailed
Pigeon made multiple visits to
a Prineville feeder during the
2nd week of May (Steve Miller).
Eurasian Collared-Dove has
reached non-newsworthy status
in most counties and future
reports will include rapidly
diminishing discussion of this
species. Collared-Doves were
detected at two Clatsop locations
and another in Coos during the
period; these birds were at sites
where not previously reported.
A Short-eared Owl at Florence
26 Apr (Jim and Becky Carlson)
and another at the Portland
Airport 27 Apr (Dave Helzer),
were likely migrants as neither of
these locales is a breeding site.
Most unusual was a Common
Poorwill on Portland’s Mt. Tabor
1 May (Chris Warren); poorwills
occur only every few years in the
Willamette Valley. Groups of 2-5
Black Swifts were noted from
seven westside locations 4-24
May. The 25+ passing Brookings
23 May (Don Munson) was by far
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the highest single count. A Blackchinned Hummingbird attending
an Oregon City feeder 10-12 May
(Louis Fredd) was an excellent
spring record of the Willamette
Valley. Oregon observers added
two new crosses to the roster of
known hummingbird hybrids.
Exceptional photos of an apparent
Black-chinned Hummingbird
X Rufous Hummingbird at
Hines 3-5 May (ph. Wayne and
Patty Bowers, ph. Rick Vetter),
represent the ﬁrst documented
occurrence of this hybrd.
Similarly, an Anna Hummingbird
X Rufous Hummingbird
extensively photographed at
Eugene’s Skinner Butte 2029 April (Dave Irons, Barry
McKenzie, Maitreya, ph. Peter
Patricelli) is the ﬁrst record of this
cross. Unprecedented numbers of
Calliope Hummingbirds appeared
in the westside lowlands with no
fewer than 35 reported 19 Mar31 May. Eden Valley, in e. Coos
hosted eight Calliopes on 4 May
(Tim Rodenkirk). Heavy snow
cover persisted in the Cascades
(as low as 3000’ elev.) throughout
May and into early Jun and it is
believed that Calliopes lingered
at low elevations as a result. The
Lewis’s Woodpecker nest box
project area sw. of Bend was
inhabited by 49 Lewis’s 31 May
(Diane Kook). Single Lewis’s s.
of Brownsville (Belt Rd. area)
8 Mar (Bill Thackaberry) and
in Beaverton 6 May (Sue Carr)
were the only westside reports.
The season’s earliest Olive-sided
Flycatcher was at Eugene 1 May
(Bill and Kat Allison) and the ﬁrst
W. Wood Pewee reached Corvallis
29 Apr (Jamie Simmons). Willow
Flycatchers arrived at several
westside locations 14-17 May.
A Least Flycatcher was along
Pike Creek n. of Fields, Harney
24 May (Tim Rodenkirk);
northbound birds are nearly
annual at oases in se. Oregon.
A Hammond’s Flycatcher at

Skinner Butte 15 Apr (Maitreya)
approximated the typical
arrival date for the westside. A
conspicuous movement of Gray
Flycatchers was observed in the
Fort Rock area 5 May (Dave
Irons, Diane Pettey). The lone
westside Gray Flycatcher was at
Foster Res., Linn 10 May; Grays
are annual in the Willamette
Valley during spring. A Dusky
Flycatcher at Redmond 12 Apr
(Chuck Gates, Steve Shunk) was
record early; one at Fields 14
Apr 2000 represents the earliest
previously published record
(Vroman 2003). The 20+ Duskies
reported from the westside was
more than double the seasonal
norm; maxima of three were on
Skinner Butte 2-3 May (Dave
Irons) and at Lane Community
College 7 May (Larry McQueen).
A Dusky at Astoria 11 May (Mike
Patterson) was quite rare for the
outer coast. The earliest Empid
of the season was a Paciﬁc-slope
Flycatcher at Skinner Butte 9
Apr (Larry McQueen et al.).
Ten Say’s Phoebe’s noted from
w. Oregon 2 Mar-9 Apr was a
typical showing. Black Phoebes
continue their range expansion
into nw. Oregon, evidenced by
two at Cloverdale, Tillamook
16 Mar (Wink Gross) and three
together at Brownsmead, Clatsop
15 Apr (Mike Patterson). There
were also reports too numerous
to mention in Benton and Lane.
Four Ash-throated Flycatchers
strayed to the Willamette Valley.
A pair was at Jasper, Lane 9 May
(Maitreya) and singletons were
at Creswell, Lane 16 May (Hydie
Lown) and s. of Brownsville
24 May+; the latter bird was
a returning male (2nd year at
this site) that sang persistently
through the breeding season (Bob
Altman, Sylvia Maulding, Don
Schrouder). Northbound Western
Kingbirds returned both east and
west of the Cascades 15-19 Apr.
Nine Westerns at the Portland

Airport 5 May (Dave Helzer)
were indicative of the peak
movement. An Eastern Kingbird
at Cloverdale, Tillamook 4 May
(Wayne Hoffman) was very early;
they rarely arrive before mid-May
in e. Oregon and the ﬁrst arrival
at the Sandy River mouth (the
lone westside breeding outpost)
showed up on 25 May.
The westside’s only Loggerhead
Shrike report came from
Brownsville 8 Mar (Jeff Harding).
The season’s latest Northern
Shrike was in a clearcut on Larch
Mt., Multnomah 5 Apr (Iain
Tomlinson). Cassin’s Vireos
were back in w. Oregon by the
ﬁrst week of April, while the
peak northbound passages were
reported in the last days of April
and early May; many Cassin’s
were heard singing in Eugene
neighborhoods and up to 12
were on Skinner Butte 29 Apr1 May (Dave Irons). Warbling
Vireos arrived at Skinner Butte
en masse, with 5-6 there 27 Apr
(m.ob.). Seventy-ﬁve Warblings
on the butte 15 May (Dave Irons,
Maitreya) was the high count for
the season. Migrant Red-eyed
Vireos visited Thornton Creek,
Lincoln 16 May (Darrel Faxon)
and Calliope Crossing n. of
Sisters 21 May (Judy Meredith).
Local breeders returned to several
breeding outposts on the westside
25-31 May. A Common Raven
nest discovered in Portland’s
West Hills 4 May (ﬁde Harry
Nehls) is without precedent; this
species was formerly rare at any
season in the Portland area, but
they have become somewhat
regular there in recent years.
It was believed that the local
population of Western Scrub
Jays in Burns-Hines, Harney had
been wiped out or displaced by
the harsh winter of 2007-08 (per
Steve Dowlan), but at least one
Scrub-Jay persisted in Hines 15
Mar (Jim and Becky Carlson).

Eight Clark’s Nutcrackers on
Mt. Bolivar in e. Coos 4 May
were quite unexpected (Tim
Rodenkirk); most records of stray
nutcrackers occur during late
fall and winter. A Purple Martin
s. of Pendleton 18 May (Mike
and MerryLynn Denny) was just
the 2nd record for Umatilla: this
species is quite rare east of the
Cascades. The Bank Swallow
colony discovered near Prescott,
Columbia during spring 2007
was again active, with 80+ birds
there 11 May (John Gatchet,
Henry Horvat). The season’s ﬁrst
Northern Rough-winged Swallow
was at Brookings 25 Mar (Don
Munson), while the ﬁrst Cliff
Swallows returned to Ankeny
N.W.R. 15 Mar (Roy Gerig) and
Fern Ridge Res. 16 Mar (Dan and
Anne Heyerly).
Two Mountain Chickadees that
wintered on the outer coast at
New River, Coos remained there
to at least 15 Mar and another
was singing at the Powers R.S.,
Coos 4 April (Tim Rodenkirk).
Seven Mountain Chickadees at
Hellgate Canyon w. of Merlin,
Josephine 10 Apr were at a
surprisingly low ( 900’) elevation
(Dennis Vroman). A House
Wren at Skinner Butte 15 Apr
(Maitreya) was the season’s
ﬁrst and by 27 Apr they were
conspicuous at several sites on
Sauvie I. (Erik Knight). A Bluegray Gnatcatcher at Skinner Butte
27 Apr (Sylvia Maulding, Barry
McKenzie) was a long overdue
ﬁrst for this heavily birded site;
gnatcatchers have shown up on
multiple occasions at nearby
Mt. Pisgah (about eight miles to
the southeast). A gnatcatcher at
Smith Rocks S.P. 29 Apr (Anne
and John Gerke) was just the 4th
for Deschutes, all in April; since
2003 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers
have consistently appeared in
central Oregon, suggesting they
may be gradually expanding
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their range northward. Up to
four Mountain Bluebirds were
in the dunes near the Columbia
R. mouth 27 Mar-5 Apr (Mike
Patterson, Sherry Hagen); this
species is slightly less than annual
along the outer coast. Equally
unexpected, another Mountain
Bluebird was along Belts. Rd.
s. of Brownsville 7 Apr (Mark
Nikas). As many as eight Western
Bluebirds frequented the Circle
Creek area of Seaside 27 Mar
(Mike Patterson); this species
is highly unusual on the coastal
plain. Though small numbers of
Townsend’s Solitaires are known
to nest in the Coast Range, they
are rare in the coastal lowlands,
thus one at Neskowin, Tillamook
15 Mar was unusual (Wink
Gross). Another solitaire that
wintered at Monmouth, Polk was
present through March (Beth
Waite) and a migrant was on
Portland’s Mt. Tabor 8-12 May
(Seth Reams, Will Clemons).
Swainson’s Thrushes returned to
many westside locations 3-8 May
(m.ob.). Three Hermit Thrushes
still at New River, Coos 8 May
were a bit late (Tim Rodenkirk).
A singing Veery was near Bend
31 May (Dean Hale, Howard
Horvath). The season’s 10
Northern Mockingbird sightings
was above average; six were west
of the Cascades 1 Mar-22 May,
while the four eastside birds were
all detected 18 April-27 May. A
survey of grassland birds at the
Portland Airport 5 May turned
up 110 American Pipits (Dave
Helzer). Oregon’s 3rd Eastern
Yellow Wagtail ﬂushed from
the grass near the summit of
Cascade Head, Tillamook 16 May
(description Phil Pickering). Rare
on the westside at any season, a
very tardy Bohemian Waxwing
graced a Monmouth feeder 24
May (Frank Kolwicz).
An Orange-crowned Warbler
at Cascade Head 5 Mar (Phil

Western Tanager, 11 May 2008, Portland, Multnomah County. Photo/E.
McVicker.

Pickering) plus males singing in
Eugene 9 Mar (Barb Combs) and
at Ankeny N.W.R. 15 Mar (Roy
Gerig) were all 1-2 weeks early
and may have wintered locally.
Widespread arrivals were reported
during the last week of Mar and
the 125-150 Orange-crowned that
fell out at Skinner Butte during
a dense low overcast/drizzle 18
Apr was the high count of the
season (Dave Irons). Several
observers commented that
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Nashville numbers in their area
were the highest in memory.
A late April cold snap and low
elevation snowfall on several
days appeared to stall dispersal to
higher elevation breeding habitat
and concentrated abnormally high
numbers in the lowlands. Six
Nashvilles at Pittock Mansion 29
Apr was the highest total there
in eight years of daily dog walks
(Wink Gross). Two late migrants
stopped at Portland’s Mt. Tabor

Park 26 May (Christopher and
Adrian Hinkle, Em Scattaregia).
A female Northern Parula along
Baker Beach Rd. n. of Florence 4
May (ph. James Little) was among
the earliest ever Oregon records;
most of the state’s records have
come during late May and early
June. A Yellow Warbler at Grants
Pass 18 Apr was nearly two weeks
ahead of the typical arrival date.
Strong easterly winds in midMay produced amazing passerine
fallouts along the outer coast,
including 300 Yellow Warblers
on Cascade Head 16 May (Phil
Pickering). A count of 150 Yellow
Warblers at Cascade Head 24
May and 40 there 30 May (Phil
Pickering) is evidence of how late
into the season the northbound
movements of this species
persist. Daily counts of 100-200
Yellow-rumped Warblers came
from both sides of the Cascades
4-27 April; nearly all identiﬁed
to subspecies were auduboni.
Black-throated Gray Warblers
returned on schedule during the
ﬁrst few days of April and counts
of 30-50 were noted from Skinner
Butte 17-28 Apr (Dave Irons).
A Hermit Warbler at Roseburg
13 Mar (Mark Hamm) surely
wintered locally as this date is
about six weeks earlier than the
normal arrival. A wintering Palm
Warbler was still at Tillamook 16
Mar (Wink Gross). A very rare
spring Blackpoll Warbler was at
Fields 24 May (Tim Rodenkirk);
this species is annual in Oregon,
but nearly all records involve fall
immatures. Both of the season’s
Black-and-White Warblers were
at Fields; one was there 19 May
(ﬁde Harry Nehls) and a female
was present 24-26 May (m.ob.).
An American Redstart was part
of the fallout on Cascade Head 16
May (Phil Pickering); this is the
4th redstart record for this site. A
Northern Waterthrush was back
at their traditional nesting site
near Gilchrist (along the Little

Deschutes R.) by 15 May (Tim
Janzen), and another was near
Imnaha 18 May (Khanh Tran). A
female Hooded Warbler skulked
about Malheur Headquarters
22-26 May (Maitreya, m.ob.)
and another female was welldescribed from Portland’s
Mt.Tabor Park 26 May (Adrian
and Christopher Hinkle, Em
Scattaregia); these represent about
the 11th and 12th records for
Oregon. Wilson’s Warblers were
reported from several westside
locations on 11 April; these birds
were about 4-5 days earlier than
normal. Daily counts of 50-100
Wilson’s were noted on Skinner
Butte 7-15 May (Maitreya, Dave
Irons) and 45 were on Mt. Tabor
26 May (Adrian and Christopher
Hinkle). However, these numbers
pale when compared to two major
fallouts on Cascade Head. At least
200 Wilson’s were there on 16
May (Phil Pickering) and another
200 there on 24 May included
one pulse of 80 in two minutes
(Phil Pickering). Four Western
Tanagers on Skinner Butte 18
Apr and another on Mt. Tabor
the following day (Gerard Lillie)
were nearly a week earlier than
the expected spring arrival date.
Large ﬂocks were reported all
over western Oregon 28 Apr-4
May. Counts of 100+ tanagers
were made at Skinner Butte on
7 May (Maitreya) and 15 May
(Dave Irons). Five were found
dead in the wrackline along Baker
Beach n. of Florence on 16 May
(David Bailey).
A surprising Green-tailed Towhee
was captured at a banding station
near Grants Pass 9 May (Dennis
Vroman); although this species
is known to nest in the nearby
Siskiyou Mountains, they are
extremely rare in the Rogue
Valley lowlands. Since Spotted
Towhees are year-round residents
in the Willamette Valley, their
migratory movements typically

go unnoticed. On 13 May a
signiﬁcant movement passed
through Eugene; dozens were
seen and heard in a north Eugene
residential neighborhood, where
they are not abundant nesters
(Dave Irons). An American Tree
Sparrow that wintered on the
North Spit of Coos Bay was last
seen 2 Apr (Tim Rodenkirk).
The ﬁrst northbound Chipping
Sparrows appeared in the southern
Willamette Valley on 1 Apr (Mike
Higgins, Al Prigge). Thereafter
small groups of migrants were
widely reported into early May.
Two at Cascade Head during the
16 May fallout (Phil Pickering)
were rare outer coastal migrants.
The Clay-colored Sparrow that
wintered at Newport remained to
at least 3 May (Noah Strycker)
and yet another late spring
bird was detected on the North
Spit of Coos Bay 31 May;
though very rare in spring, this
is the 3rd late May record at
this site in recent years (Tim
Rodenkirk). A Brewer’s Sparrow
on Cascade Head 16 May adds
yet another species to laundry
list of unexpected ﬁnds on that
day (Phil Pickering); this is just
the 2nd record for this wellcovered locale. Single Lark
Sparrows at Eugene 25 Apr
(Dave Irons) and the Portland
Airport 26 May (Dave Helzer),
were in the Willamette Valley
where they are barely annual as
a spring overshoot. Thousands
of Savannah Sparrows carpeted
northern Lake on 5 May (Diane
Pettey). The prairie restoration
area at Finley N.W.R. proved
magnetic for Grasshopper
Sparrows, with up to 10 territorial
males singing there during late
May (W. Douglas Robinson);
there were just three antecedent
records for Benton. A late Sooty
Fox Sparrow was at Cascade
Head 16 May (Phil Pickering).
A very reddish altivagans Fox
Sparrow was in a Eugene yard
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Lawrence’s Goldﬁnch, 24 and 25 April 2008, Lewis-Case feeders, Eugene, Lane
County. Photo/J. Lewis-Case.
23 Mar (ph. Dave Irons). This
subspecies is considered part of
the Red Fox Sparrow group by
some authors and classiﬁed with
the Slate-colored group by others.
Nevertheless, it breeds in the
Yukon and Northwest Territories
and winters in California, thus
migrants should be looked for
in spring and fall. A stray Slatecolored Fox Sparrow visited
Skinner Butte 18 Apr (Maitreya,
Dave Irons); this type is rarely
reported in the Willamette Valley.
A White-throated Sparrow at
Bend 22 Mar was surprising
(David Smith); wintering Whitethroateds are less than annual
east of the Cascades, and this
bird was about six weeks ahead
of the normal northbound ﬂight.
Migrants were noted from several
westside sites 18 Apr-14 May.
A wintering Harris’s Sparrow
remained in Corvallis until 31
Mar (Becky Schwiebert), while
a migrant at Newport 8-9 May
(Cindy Lippincott, Bob Berman)
was far less expected; most of
Oregon’s Harris’s Sparrows are
detected Nov-Mar. A Goldencrowned Sparrow at Cascade
Head 24 May was the latest of the

season (Phil Pickering).
A Golden-crowned Sparrow
X White-crowned Sparrow
was seen at Portland’s Oaks
Bottoms (description Adrian and
Christopher Hinkle); this cross
has been detected with increasing
frequency in recent years.
A Lapland Longspur at the
Portland Airport 5 May (Dave
Helzer) was a rare spring migrant
for the Willamette Valley.
Presumed escapee Northern
Cardinals were seen at Dayton,
Yamhill 15 Mar (Floyd Schrock)
and Canby, Clackamas 5 May
(ﬁde Nehls); reports of cardinals
have been nearly annual the
past few years. The ﬁve Rosebreasted Grosbeaks reported
17-27 May represented a typical
spring showing; three were west
of the Cascades and two were at
Harney oases during Memorial
Day Weekend. A Lazuli Bunting
at Grants Pass 18 Apr tied the
earliest ever arrival in Josephine
(Dennis Vroman), while 20 at
Twickenham, Wheeler (Carol
Karlen, Paul Sullivan) was the
season’s high count. Single
Lazulis at Cascade Head 16 and
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24 May (Phil Pickering) were
rare coastal migrants; it should
be noted that this species is about
annual at this site. Male Indigo
Buntings graced Eugene 19 May
(Nancy Curran) and Malheur 31
May (Marilyn Christian, Julie Van
Moorhem). Photos of a hybrid
male Indigo Bunting X Lazuli
Bunting at Eugene’s Bloomburg
Pk. 23 May (ph. Sylvia Maulding,
Don Schrouder, Paul Sherrell)
suggests that it was not the same
individual as the one seen here
in 2007; hybrids have shown up
here on multiple occasions since a
hybrid pair was observed in 1994.
Twenty pairs of Bobolinks in a
hay ﬁeld near Paulina, Crook 26
May (Chuck Gates) represented
the northwestern-most breeding
colony in Oregon; apparently
there has been an active breeding
population at this site since the
1980s. The largest ﬂocks of
Tricolored Blackbirds included
100+ at Houston Lake, Crook 6
Mar and 200 at Lower Klamath
N.W.R. 24 Mar (Roger Robb).
At least three Yellow-headed
Blackbirds turned up on the outer
coast 13-24 May; 1-2 were at
Newport, another was at South

Lawrence’s Goldﬁnch, 24 and 25 April 2008, Lewis-Case feeders, Eugene, Lane
County. Photo/J. Lewis-Case.
Beach, Lincoln and one was on
the North Spit of Coos Bay 16
May (Tim Rodenkirk). Single
Common Grackles graced Fields
16 May (Maitreya) and again 2425 May (Rich Hoyer); this species
has been nearly annual in Harney
over the past decade. All the
Great-tailed Grackles were from
southeastern Oregon, with one
near Frenchglen 22 May (Mike
Golden) and up to three coming
to feeders at Burns Junction,
Malheur 24 May+ (Larry and
Karen Cottrell). Single Hooded
Orioles brightened Eagle Point,
Jackson 18 Apr (ph. Howard
Sands) and Brookings 25 Apr (ph.
Don Munson). A Bullock’s Oriole
wintered at Florence, remaining
there into early April (Diane
Pettey). The widespread arrival
of Bullock’s occurred 27 Apr-5

May. Three Purple Finches at a
Prineville feeder 20 Apr were a
local ﬁrst (Chuck Gates). A welldescribed male Cassin’s Finch
was at South Beach, Lincoln
26 May (Rebecca Cheek); this
species is exceptionally rare along
the coast at any season. No fewer
than 3 Lawrence’s Goldﬁnches
visited the state 24 April-12 May,
with singles at Eugene 24 Apr
(ph. Ed Case, Janet Lewis-Case),
Eagle Point, Jackson 8 May (ph.
Howard Sands), and Oregon City
12 May (description Louis Fredd).
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Lawrence’s Goldﬁnch, 24 April 2008, Lewis-Case Feeder, Eugene, Lane County.
Photo / Janet Lewis-Case
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