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Bicycle Birding: A Commuter’s Journal
Vjera Thompson - vireogirl@yahoo.com
I consider Alton Baker Park,
especially the old dump, my
personal local “patch” and have
birded it many times over the past
12 years. During high school and
college my mother and I walked
here every couple of days, usually
in the afternoon, and I kept notes
the whole time - 117 species and
counting! This summer I started
to commute to work by bicycle,
and discovered a great way to bird
my patch during my busy work
week. Riding through in the early
morning has added a dimension I
have never had in the afternoon,
as well as continuing my love of
this area and the variety of birds it
hosts. I highly recommend bicycle
commuting as a way to exercise
outside daily, hone your birdingby-ear skills, and get a daily
glimpse of the seasons changing.
My ride was six miles long, along
the bike path that parallels the
Willamette River in Eugene. I
started across from the Valley
River Center mall every day,
rode the bike path upriver past

Skinner Butte to Alton Baker
and continued down the West D
Street Greenway in Springﬁeld
to my job. I listened for birds
the whole ride, but only kept a
mental count for the two miles of
path through Alton Baker Park. I
usually rode three or four times a
week between 6:40 a.m. and 7:10
a.m. All sightings were archived
in birdnotes.net when I arrived at
work.
These notes and highlights
are from Alton Baker unless
otherwise mentioned. Habitat
is wooded riparian zone along
the river, maintained park and
ponds, a ﬁlbert orchard, and a
large ﬁeld covering an old dump.
I occasionally deviated from the
river path to follow the canal that
borders the old dump and check
the “radio tower pond.”
The Journal
May 9th: I bought my bicycle
yesterday, and I huffed and
puffed my way through the park

today. Heard at least two Lazuli
Buntings singing, so they are
back (May 3rd is the earliest I
have ever had them in the old
dump)! Also heard a Common
Yellowthroat.
May 14th: I decided to unicycle
a short route today, since my
bicycle is being tuned up. Heard
Swainson’s Thrush, WesternWood Pewee, Orange-crowned,
Black-throated Gray, and Wilson’s
Warblers, Common Yellowthroat,
and at least seven Lazuli Buntings
singing in different locations in
the old dump.
May 22nd: I continue to hear
songs from many migrants
moving through, along with
residents. I’m amazed at how little
time I have to identify a singing
bird; I may only hear a warbler
sing once or twice before I’m
past it. I’ve discovered it helps to
mutter each species as I identify
them, and move quickly on to the
next singer. Today they included
Warbling Vireo, Wilson’s Warbler,
Black-headed Grosbeak, a singing
Western Meadowlark (the latest
summer date I‘ve ever had here),
and Brown-headed Cowbirds.
May 23rd: The riparian zone is
full of singing Brown Creepers;
I heard at least four individuals
today.
May 30th: Unicycled today. The
beautiful thing about unicycling
is that I ride at a slower pace, and
thus I have more time to identify
singing birds before they are out
of earshot. Had twenty species,
including a Spotted Sandpiper
heard calling along the river.

Savannah Sparrow 19 June 2006 at Cape Blanco, Curry County
Photo/Lois Miller

June 7th: Believe I heard a
Savannah Sparrow singing in the
ﬁeld today, along with two Ring-
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necked Pheasants and ﬁve Lazuli
Buntings. Also heard a Warbling
Vireo, a species I’ve heard once
or twice a week since mid-May.

noticed nine Common Mergansers
in the river, the ﬁrst of several
sightings. This is typical timing
for family groups to appear.

June 13th: Heard a Willow
Flycatcher today, a bird I’ve been
anticipating (I’ve had them here
in June previously). Before, I’ve
found them in the west end of
the old dump, but this bird was
calling near the dog park, in the
shadow of Autzen Stadium.

July 31st: Had an American
Kestrel over the ﬁeld today, a bird
that is either tough to notice while
bicycling or not as active in the
mornings. I have seen them many
times previously while walking in
the afternoons.

June 21st: The tangled mess of
singing migrants is slowing down,
so I decided to count how many
Western-Wood Pewees I heard
today. I had at least nine.
June 26th: I unicycled today and
rode past the dog park, which is
bordered by a small ﬁeld with
blackberry bushes. I often hear a
Lazuli Bunting when I ride this
way, and today I heard it and
another bird that sounded like it
could be an eastern warbler. Upon
investigation, I was disappointed
to discover that it was merely a
Lazuli with an exotic-sounding
song.
July 5th: When unloading my
bicycle today at Maurie Jacobs
Park (across from Valley River
Center), I heard a vireo with a
simple, long-winded song - a Redeyed Vireo?

August 3rd: I think I heard a
Lazuli Bunting today, singing way
out in the ﬁeld. Haven’t heard any
for a couple of days, and before
that only one individual. WesternWood Pewees spiked again today,
from hearing four to ﬁve birds
on recent rides to at least eleven
today. Perhaps there are young
birds calling to the parents now?
August 7th: First time I have
noted gulls back (which I did
not attempt to identify while
bicycling). I’m positive I had
family groups of Western-Wood
Peewees today; I counted a total
of 13 birds.
August 22nd: Heard a Western
Tanager today. Must be a migrant

heading south, since I haven’t
heard any on my ride since May
23rd.
August 28th: Had a Belted
Kingﬁsher today, for the third
time this month. I have very few
summer records from past years.
September 5th: Saw and heard at
least three large ﬂocks of Cedar
Waxwings today, totaling at
least 115 birds. They have been
present most of the summer in
small numbers. Also heard a
Red-breasted Nuthatch in the
woods near the boat ramp, not
an everyday bird on this ride.
Checked the radio tower pond on
the way home, and Pied-billed
Grebes are back. Had a silent
Western-Wood Pewee along the
canal, apparently a migrant.
September 6th: Vaux’s Swifts
were very evident this morning
downriver of the ﬁlbert orchard,
after a smattering of a few here
and there over the summer - they
must be staging to migrate south.
September 7th: The species I
expect have dropped to half a
dozen species consisting of ducks,

July 9th: Only counted four
Pewees calling today. Much
quieter than a couple weeks ago
when I had eight to twelve daily.
July 12th: I only heard two
Lazuli Buntings singing today,
down from the four or ﬁve that
have been singing the last couple
weeks.
July 16th: Had a Green Heron ﬂy
over today.
July 17th: On the way home I

Song Sparrow, 15 October 2006, Detroit Flats, Marion County.
Photo/Steve Dowlan
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geese, sparrows, waxwings,
and with a few creepers, wrens,
and chickadees thrown in along
the way. However, today I had
two unusual sightings: ﬁrst a
Great Egret headed over ﬂying
downriver, and then an adult Bald
Eagle ﬂew over heading upriver.
September 12th: Had a silent
bird ﬂycatching from a snag that
was the right size and shape for
a Western-Wood Pewee. Surely
this is the last migrant pewee?
Bewick’s Wrens continue to
be obvious, with at least three
evident and one singing.
September 13th: Had a Steller’s
Jay in the woods, ﬁtting with the
pattern I have had in previous
years, when I’ve seen them move
through in the fall. Large ﬂock of
Violet-green Swallows working
over the river in the afternoon.
September 20th: Brown Creepers
continue to sing, outlasting
everything except Song Sparrows.
Today I had two, and three are
still keeping up summer spirits

recently despite the advance of
fall. I heard the ﬁrst Dark-eyed
Juncos today, a sure sign that
autumn is coming.
September 25th: Made it all the
way through the park before the
sun came up. Had two Northern
Flickers, ﬁrst since the middle of
May. Heard the ﬁrst Fox Sparrow
chipping in the woods.
September 27th: The dusky sky
had a nice pink tinge to it as
I headed into the park. Heard
a Winter Wren today in the
ﬁlbert orchard, ﬁtting in with
my previous sightings from late
September to April. Also heard
what sounded like a Goldencrowned Sparrow singing in the
ﬁeld yesterday and today.
October 9th: I wasn’t able to ride
last week, and today I started
out in complete darkness. As I
rode through the quiet park it
slowly awakened to a beautiful
marigold sunrise, with waterfowl
softly muttering on the ponds,
and an occasional mysterious

sparrow note ﬂying away from
me. By the time I reached the
far end of the park, the sky had
lightened just enough to convince
a Song Sparrow to sing and its
Spotted Towhee neighbor to
stake its presence in a nearby
bush. No more light and cheerful
morning rides; I look forward
to the new adventure of winter
riding.
Last Date Species Heard:
Ring-necked Pheasant: 6/27
Spotted Sandpiper: 6/28
Western-Wood Pewee: 8/31
Warbling Vireo: 7/13
Cliff Swallow: 8/9
Swainson’s Thrush: 7/5
Orange-crowned Warbler: 5/15
Black-throated Gray Warbler:
5/15
Common Yellowthroat: 6/28
Wilson’s Warbler: 5/23
Western Tanager: 5/23
Savannah Sparrow: 7/6
Black-headed Grosbeak: 7/12
Lazuli Bunting: 8/3
Brown-headed Cowbird: 7/19

Spotted Towhee, 22 September 2006, Minto Brown Park,
Marion County. Photo/Steve Dowlan
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North American Migration Count: Fall 2007 Oregon Summary
Chuck Gates, 14265 So. Antelope Dr., Powell Butte, OR 97753 (cgates@webformixair.com)
The Fall 2007 North American Migration Count
(NAMC) marked a pivotal moment in the history of
this count. Since its meager beginnings in 1994, the
count has gone through many ups and downs. In its
heyday, the NAMC in Oregon involved nearly every
county in the state. Recently, participation has been
dwindling as volunteers began to question the validity of a continent-wide count that no longer involves
most of the continent. The Fall of 2007 marked a
turning point in data collection and processing that
will hopefully encourage more volunteers to join
in and make this a meaningful migration count for
Oregon.
In 2006, the East Cascades Bird Conservancy took
over the administration of this count to reinvigorate
it. Many changes were proposed but most of the
changes were abandoned in favor of keeping protocols and methods the same as in years past. The
overriding opinion was that future data should be

collected in the same manner as past data so that
long-term trends could be analyzed from that data.
Changes in data reporting (data was collected electronically for the ﬁrst time) were instituted, but these
changes should have no effect on data consistency.
Throughout the discussions about changing the
NAMC, an underlying topic continually surfaced.
Those involved in the dialogue wanted to see the
past data (16 years worth) collected, processed,
and analyzed. In order to do this, the data had to be
collected from several sources. Past state compilers
were contacted and all the known data was collected
in one location. That mound of data will now be
sorted and processed and volunteers have offered to
analyze it. A report of this analysis will be forthcoming.

With protocols set, the next challenge to the process
was to get as much of the state covered as possible.
Inquiries were sent out via OBOL
and other sources and county compilers were recruited. Though efforts
were made to staff every county,
only 22 of Oregon’s 36 counties
were surveyed. Several counties that
are normally covered were missed
during this count because the regular volunteers were out of town for
that time frame. The county coordinators for two counties resigned and
expressed no interest in continuing
with the project. Three other historic county coordinators failed to
respond to repeated inquiries about
their potential participation. As
an extra bonus, a group of seafarers were kind enough to count sea
birds as they sailed the length of the
state and gave us the majority of
our pelagic data. In some cases, the
only data collected in a county was
from this voyage. In all, Clackamas,
Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Jackson,
Malheur, Moro, Multnomah, Polk,
Sherman, Umatilla, Union, and
Counties in white were covered in the North American Migration
Wallowa counties were left largely
Count for Fall 2007 in Oregon, while Clackamas, Gilliam, Grant,
unsurveyed. It will remain a major
Harney, Jackson, Malheur, Moro, Multnomah, Polk, Sherman, Uma- goal to get active participation in
tilla, Union, and Wallowa counties were left largely unsurveyed.
each of these counties in the future.
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Results
Of the counties that did participate, enthusiasm was
generally good. One hundred and forty ﬁve participants fanned out in their prospective counties and
mustered over 500 hours of volunteer time. The total
car mileage for the count was 3626 with another 390
miles tallied by means other than automobile. Twenty-two individuals participated in feeder watches and
12 stationary observers logged 33 hours. Nineteen
intrepid volunteers spent 25 hours owling while covering about 160 miles.
A total of 285 species were counted during the
time period. The individual total was 713,834. This
number is quite high compared to past years. This
was due mostly to one sighting of over 550,000 Barn
Swallows in Yamhill County.
One of the more interesting and entertaining facets of NAMC is that people romp around the state
and scare up rare birds. This time of year, many are
rushing to Malheur to see the smorgasbord of rarities that show up there every Fall. However, due to
this count, other birds were discovered that merit
mentioning. A possible Blue-headed Vireo was
reported from Baker County. This bird was observed
by JoAnne Britton and the description seemed to ﬁt

Blue-headed quite well. JoAnne was not completely
certain and had no experience with this species so
the sighting remains in the “possible” category.
A well-seen single Black-and-white Warbler was
reported from Deschutes County. Trumpeter Swans
were reported from Crook and Deschutes while a
single Eurasian Wigeon was found in Coos County.
Twenty-four Red-shouldered Hawks were located in
ten different counties. Two of those sightings came
from Deschutes and ﬁve from Klamath. Five counties produced a total of eight White-tailed Kites.
Dusky Grouse were found in Crook and Baker
Counties. Flesh-footed Shearwaters were seen off
the coasts of Lincoln and Tillamook Counties as
were Leach’s Storm-Petrels. Single American and
Paciﬁc Golden-Plovers were located in Lane and
Coos Counties respectively. Four Common Terns
were found in three interior counties while a total
of 46 Arctic Terns were tallied at sea. Five Xantus’s
Murrelets were located at sea, with the majority
coming from Curry County. A single Cassin’s Auklet was recorded off the coast of Douglas County.
The ocean crew turned up good numbers of all three
jaeger species and 9 South Polar Skua. Forty-four
Eurasian Collared-Doves were seen in ten counties with the high number of 13 coming from Jefferson County. A single Spotted Owl from Douglas
County was joined by a lone Long-eared Owl sight-

Nine tables summarizing the data collected are presented here. It should be noted that individual bird
totals were not kept in Baker County so Baker is under-represented in many of the following tables.
For a complete set of data gathered on the 2007 Fall NAMC in Oregon, visit the ECBC website at
www.ecbcbirds.org.
Table 1 Top 10
Counties by Species
Counted
Deschutes
Lake
Douglas
Lane
Klamath
Curry
Crook
Jefferson
Clatsop
Baker

160
124
156
124
156
122
128
116
127
113

Table 2 Top 10 Counties
by Individuals Counted
Yamhill *
Jefferson
Deschutes
Douglas
Clatsop
Lake
Klamath
Lincoln
Crook
Curry

553,415
11,162
22,581
11,028
22,354
9,907
22,130
6,415
20,487
5,502

* Includes 550,039 Barn
Swallows

Table 3 Top 10
Counties by Surveyor
Participation
Deschutes
Douglas
Baker
Marion
Lane
Columbia
Klamath
Curry
Lincoln
Linn

26
9
20
8
15
5
11
5
10
5

Table 4 Top 10 Counties
by Species Per Participant
Linn
Douglas
Klamath
Marion
Columbia
Lane
Clatsop
Deschutes
Curry
Baker

19.8
11.1
14.8
10.1
14.2
6.2
14.1
6.15
12.2
5.7

(Only Top 10 Counties
by Participants Included)
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ing from Jefferson. Barred Owls were found in
Curry and Douglas Counties. A solitary Three-toed
Woodpecker report came from the forests of Linn
County. Klamath produced a single Black Phoebe
for the only eastern record (13 more were seen in the
west). Eastern Kingbirds turned up in Klamath and
Baker Counties. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were seen
in Klamath and Crook Counties. Seven California
Towhees were located in Josephine County while a
single Tri-colored Blackbird was seen in Deschutes.

Conclusion
We need to continue to work on the structure and
implementation of the NAMC in Oregon. In order
to get a reasonable view of what bird migration
looks like in the state, more complete state coverage is needed. This means volunteers will have to be
located that will be willing to travel to some of the
more remote parts of the state and conduct a survey.
It also means that surveyors must be recruited to
administer the count in some of the more populated
counties that currently are uninvolved. This will be a
priority in the coming months as the next migration
count approaches. With persistence, hard work, and
the help of the birding community, this count can
become a useful tool for the advancement of bird
knowledge and conservation.
A microcosm of statewide data can be observed by
looking at the species totals for shorebirds in the
state (see Table 6). Imagine what those numbers
would be if Malheur and Harney counties had been
Table 5 Top 10 Species by
Individual Counts
Barn Swallow*
557,807
Mallard
7,661
American Coot
15,913
Canada Goose
6,519
European Starling
14,761
Northern Shoveler
6,504
Red-winged Blackbird 13,926
California Gull
5,295
Violet-green Swallow
10,758
Brewer’s Blackbird
5,207
* Includes 550,039 Barn Swallows from Yamhill County

tallied. Certainly, the numbers would have been
far higher. It’s fairly safe to say that many of those
shorebird numbers would have doubled, tripled, or
more had SE Oregon received the attention it deserves. This same principle can be extrapolated to
all the species in the state. Clearly, complete coverage will give us more complete data.
Coverage is not the only area of the count that needs
adjustment. As preparations are made to analyze
the historic data, it’s also clear that a better job of
codifying the protocols for the count and making the
methodology more uniﬁed from county to county
will be essential. It is also imperative that individual
county protocols be standardized so routes can be
more uniform and data collection more controlled
from year to year. The Christmas Bird Count protocols offer us an accepted blueprint that can be
used to help make data collection more meaningful
without making the whole process so irksome that
volunteers are lost to tedium. This will be another
area of major emphasis in the months to come.
The problems that occur with a statewide count
manifest themselves well in the NAMC. Difﬁculties in coverage, implementation, personal preferences, involvement, buy in, and data collection rear
their ugly heads quite frequently. That said, it is still
within our abilities to make these counts enjoyable,
meaningful, and useful to future bird lovers. More
involvement from the birding community as a whole
will be essential but this involvement will surely
come as more and more people see the practical ben-

Table 6 Top 15 Shorebird Results
Wilson’s Phalarope
Least Sandpiper
Black Turnstone
Killdeer
American Avocet
Whimbrel
Long-billed Dowitcher
Sanderling
Wilson’s Snipe
Western Sandpiper
Greater Yellowlegs
Semipalmated Plover
Red-necked Phalarope
Black-bellied Plover
Spotted Sandpiper
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1,950
433
90
806
398
76
807
248
48
676
103
42
545
100
35

Table 7 Mid Fall Migrants and
Post Breeding Dispersals Missed
On This Count
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruff
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Thayer’s Gull
Rock Sandpiper
Black-legged Kittiwake
Stilt Sandpiper
Elegant Tern
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Lapland Longspur

eﬁts and the sheer enjoyment these counts bring.

in particular gets a big attaboy as he prepared all the
results from this ocean voyage and delivered those
results in a much-appreciated hurry.

I would like to thank the many volunteers who made
this count a success. Many people stepped up and
volunteered to take over abandoned counts or sit in
for those that needed to be absent this season. My
special thanks go out to the county coordinators.
Space precludes mentioning all of them in this paper
but you can access the list at http://www.ecbcbirds.
org/Default.aspx?tabid=69.

Two special people have been helping with elbow
grease and more than a little time on compiling the
historic data. Joel Geier and Steve Dougill have been
very helpful and will be instrumental in organizing
past NAMC data so that everyone can have access to
it. Thanks gentlemen!

I would like to single out a few groups who went
above and beyond in their efforts to contribute to the
count. I would like to thank all of the people on the
big sea cruise who spent time counting sea birds as
they cruised through Oregon waters. Jay Withgott

Finally, I would like to thank Dennis Vroman, Pat
French, and Tom Mickel for helping with the collection and archiving of the historic NAMC data. All of
it resides in one location thanks to the extra effort of
these folks.

Table 8 Breeding Species With
No Sightings
(Either not located or had
migrated out of the state )
Yellow Rail
Black Tern
Black-chinned Hummingbird
Yellow-breasted Chat
Gray Partridge
Flammulated Owl
Red-eyed Vireo
Grasshopper Sparrow
Sage Grouse
Burrowing Owl
Juniper Titmouse
Bullock’s Oriole
Spruce Grouse
Great Gray Owl
Gray Catbird
Bobolink
Snowy Plover
Short-eared Owl
Veery
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch
Upland Sandpiper
Boreal Owl
Northern Waterthrush
Black Rosy-Finch
Long-billed Curlew
Black Swift
American Redstart

Table 9 Species With a Single
State-wide Sighting
Eurasian Wigeon
Wandering Tattler
Long-eared Owl
Bank Swallow
Swainson’s Hawk
Ruddy Turnstone
Calliope Hummingbird
Black & White Warbler
Willet
Spotted Owl
Blue-headed Vireo*
Lark Sparrow
Am. Golden-Plover
Dunlin
Threee-toed Woodpecker
White-throated Sparrow
Paciﬁc Golden-Plover
Cassin’s Auklet
Dusky Flycatcher
Black-headed Grosbeak
Solitary Sandpiper
Tufted Pufﬁn
Cordilleran Flycatcher
Lazuli Bunting

This Mountain Chickadee was
one of twelve counted at Santiam
Pass, Linn County on 16 September 2007, for the North American
Migration Count (NAMC).
Photo/Jeff Harding
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Birding Sites On The Northern Lane County Coast
Alan Contreras - acontrer@mindspring.com
This mini-guide is intended to help birders traveling on the central Oregon coast who may not know which sites are usually the most birdy. This area is
best between early September and late May. In summer it has the usual breeders
for coastal habitats, with Black Oystercatcher fairly easy to ﬁnd. It is often very
good in winter.
Big Creek Mouth—Often an excellent gull-watching site from late
summer through late spring, except when tourists are dogging it. This site has
somewhat difﬁcult access so doesn’t get much tourist trafﬁc. There is a large
gravel pullout on the east side of 101 just north of the bridge; the gullwad can
usually be scoped from there, but is somewhat distant. A small pullout on the
west side of the road has a trail adjacent to the creek that is somewhat steep and
slippery when wet. It leads to beach access that is sometimes good, sometimes
impassable depending on how many logs have been thrown about by wave action. A probable wymani Western Gull was here in October, 2007. East of 101 a
gravel road leads into a nice willow bog along the creek.
Rock Creek Mouth—Usually not as good as Big Creek but worth a
look. A gravel road on east side leads into a willow bog. Bridge construction in
2007 limited access to this area, but when that is done it should be good again.
Tokatee Klootchman Wayside—Usually just called “Klootchman,”
three gravel pullouts here provide good views of the best collection of sea ducks
in coastal Lane County. This is the most reliable spot in the county for Black
Scoter and has often had Long-tailed Duck, and is a good place to look for
alcids and tubenoses. Sometimes susceptible to mist and spray, but the upper
two pullouts provide some ability to get above the mist.
Stoneﬁeld Beach Complex—This is the best single site in northern
Lane County. The “ofﬁcial” Stoneﬁeld Beach wayside is a very low parking
area (sometimes closed by high tides) on the south side of the the creek. Snow
Bunting has been seen here, and Black-legged Kittiwake sometimes roosts in
winter. An excellent gull site but gets some dog action. Low shrubs along the
creek harbor lots of passerine migrants, especially in the morning. During bad
weather, Harlequin Duck sometimes rests in the creek.
North of the bridge, the “unofﬁcial” parking area and beach trail is usually better for passerines than the south side. A large stand of deciduous trees
here is somewhat sheltered from north and west winds.
Across the street from this northern access is Tenmile Road. Walk down
the ﬁrst ﬁfty yards and you’ll ﬁnd lots of passerines. Gray Jay and Anna’s Hummingbird are sometimes here, as are migrants.
Searose Beach—This is the name for a loose cluster of residential and
turista housing just north of Stoneﬁeld. This is, oddly, one of the most regular
sites for Red-winged Blackbird in coastal Lane County in winter. It has also
harbored Tropical Kingbird. Be sure to ask for permission before birding off the
highway here.
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Brays Point Overlook—This is sometimes
a good place for seawatching: a female Steller’s
Eider was here in winter, 2007. It is less consistent
than Klootchman but can be very good, especially
for alcids.
Bob Creek Wayside—This tiny spot can
be surprisingly birdy. It almost always has a greater
variety of gulls than such a small roost would suggest, and in winter sometimes has Black-legged Kittiwake. It offers good views of sea ducks and often
has Black Oystercatchers. At lower tides, when its
low elevation is less a handicap, seawatching can be
very good here, especially for alcids and sea ducks.
Two Lark Buntings were once found here, as was
a Tropical Kingbird. Walk (carefully) down to the
creek and up it into the willows and pish for passerines.
Strawberry Hill—One of the best places in
Lane County for rockpipers and Harlequin Duck,
though not a good seawatch spot because of rocks
blocking the view in some directions.

Tropical Kingbird at Bob Creek
Wayside 13 October 2007.
Photo/Alan Contreras

Rock Sandpiper, 9 December 2006, South Jetty, Newport, Lincoln Co. Photo/Steve Dowlan
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Green Ridge Raptor Migration Survey 2007
Karen Sharples - ksharples@comcast.net
This year is East Cascades Birding Conservancy’s (ECBC) third
year of monitoring Fall raptor
migration at Green Ridge. Green
Ridge is in Jefferson County, approximately twenty miles northwest of Sisters, Oregon. The site
was initially tested by Hawkwatch
International (HWI) in 1994, and
subsequently nominated as an Oregon Important Bird Area (IBA).
The initial survey was done in
2004 by volunteers from ECBC
and raptor enthusiasts from all
over Oregon. Eight potential locations were monitored to determine
the site that would produce the
most migrants. One was selected,
for consistently large numbers of
raptors and for its location, midway along the ridge with a 180
degree view centered due north.
Both the east and west sides of the
ridge are easily seen from the site.
Methods
Hours of observation were from

10 AM to 4 PM the last two week- Raptors in the Fall of 2005 and
ends of September and the ﬁrst
2006 were 1,019 and 550 respectwo weekends of October.
tively. Comparisons with HWI’s
Bonney Butte site are interesting
Volunteers with binoculars and
(Table 2), however it should be
scopes, spread across the area to
noted that HWI observers count
cover movement on both sides of
between the hours of 9 AM and 6
the ridge, counted only those rap- PM, and ECBC volunteers have
tors moving from north to south.
only counted for six hours each
day.
Weather conditions were recorded
every hour, including temperature, As raptors move south in the
cloud cover, and wind speed and
Fall they are counted by HWI at
direction. The format and weather Bonney Butte, which is east of
codes are consistent with Hawk
Mt Hood, and from there no one
Migration Association of North
knows where they travel or which
America (HMANA).
ﬂyways are used. The past years’
observations have shown that
Results
Green Ridge is a viable site for
monitoring migration.
718 raptors were counted this
year in only two days each week
In addition, observations by
for four weeks (Table 1). SharpPeter Low have shown the need
shinned Hawks and Cooper’s
to expand the hours of observaHawks were the most numerous
tion. Our data included only birds
(351 and 123) this year. Other
observed by the team before 4:00
large numbers were Red-tailed
PM, but Peter stayed each day
Hawks (91), Bald Eagles (48),
and counted from 4 to 5 PM. On
and a satisfying 21 Merlins.
October 14, with Steve Dougill,
he counted an additional 104 raptors. Had we included these additional sightings, the total for the
day would have been 287 raptors!
Other days he reported between
14 and 27 additional raptors.

Scopes in place, volunteers (from left to right) Chuck
Gates, Karen Sharples, Peter Low and Laura Esperancilla
scan the skies for migrating raptors. Photo/Kim Boddie
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Assuming we can ﬁnd enough
volunteers to meet our goals,
next year we hope to be able to
count on Fridays, and add an hour
to each day. This is especially
important on days when there is
no wind or no thermals are forming in the morning and the raptors
wait until later in the day to move.
We think this will greatly improve
our overall picture of the Fall
migration through Oregon.

Table 1
Total Individuals Counted By Species, in
the 2007 Green Ridge Raptor Migration
Survey
Species

Count

Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Unidentiﬁed Accipiter
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Unidentiﬁed Buteo
Golden Eagle
Unidentiﬁed Eagle
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Unidentiﬁed Falcon

30
7
48
7
351
123
2
9
91
1
3
14
1
2
21
7
1

Total Individuals Observed

718

Table 2
Comparing Total Raptor Counts at Bonnie Butte
with Green Ridge
Site

Fall 2005

Fall 2006

Fall 2007

Bonney
Butte

625 *

637

441**

Green
Ridge

1,019

550

718

*No count due to weather on Oct. 1, 2, 15, 16
**No count due to weather on Oct. 6, 7

Below:
Rough-legged Hawk, 9 November 2006, Malheur NWR Central Patrol Road near Frenchglen, Harney County.
Photo/Steve Dowlan
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A Twitching Good Time in 2007

Russ Namitz 92748 Anderson Ln, Coos Bay, OR 97420 namitz@hotmail.com
Although born and raised in
Lincoln City, I am relatively new
to the Oregon birding scene.
Having left the state for eight
years after college to work at
various bird jobs, I came back to
roost close to home and family.
I am currently in my 5th year
teaching science at Marshﬁeld
High School in Coos Bay, but still
get a traveling twitch every now
and then.
During Christmas time in 2006, I
was thinking about how I wished
I could make time to bird some
of the far ﬂung places in Oregon
and about how my Oregon bird
list has suffered because I had not
done so. Out of the blue, I got an
email from a friend of mine from
Maine suggesting that we (along
with another guy from Virginia)
do a Big Year in our respective
states. The person with the largest
percentage of birds seen of the
state’s ofﬁcial bird list would
be the “winner.” Luckily for my
adversaries, 2007 began with
eight new additions to the ofﬁcial
Oregon list, bringing it to 507
species. Although there were a
few birds that would be counted
against me from the start like
Northern Bobwhite and Sharptailed Grouse, I was excited and
optimistic. My goal was 300, but
secretly I was hoping to break 340
so that I could be included among
the all time top ten Oregon Big
Year listers as reported annually
in Oregon Birds.

Strategy
My strategy was to concentrate
on species that I needed for my
state list, picking up year birds
at the same time. I knew I had to
hit Malheur in spring, La Grande
and Bend during the breeding
season and the Klamath basin
during the winter. Some resident
birds would be harder to get than
others (such as Boreal Owl and
Spruce Grouse) and I planned
to put more effort into trying for
these birds. Otherwise, I would
just bird within Coos County to
get the possible species here and
chase rarities whenever I could. I
tried to attend birding festivals as
well like the OFO convention and
Oregon Shorebird Festival. I was
able to get to know not only the
birds, but the birding community
a little better and took comfort in

putting some faces to the names
on OBOL (Oregon Birders Online). I am grateful for making
these contacts and look forward to
more shared birding adventures in
the future.
A monthly summary of my Big
Year follows, with new state birds
italicized.
January
The month started off in Lincoln
City visiting relatives and ticking
off common wintering coastal
birds: loons, grebes and sea
ducks. I started this Big Year
slowly and didn’t chase things in
the Willamette Valley or Portland
like Gyrfalcon, Great Gray Owl,
Pine Grosbeaks or Sedge Wren
(only one of which would I catch
up with later in the year).
Back home in Coos Bay, I

January: Northern Mockingbird in Bandon, Photo/Russ Namitz
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added a county bird (Northern
Mockingbird) and picked up some
wintering goodies like Glaucous
Gull, Northern Shrike, Claycolored Sparrow and Harris’s
Sparrow. I took a trip to Eugene
with Eric Clough to see the
Falcated Duck at Gainsborough
and the Summer Tanager in
Alvadore

I also took Greg Gillson’s pelagic
out of Newport to add Laysan
Albatross, 7 Horned Pufﬁns,
Pomarine Jaeger and Short-tailed
Shearwater as well as a few
other alcids and gulls. I made a
trip down to Port Orford to a see
an American Tree Sparrow at a
private feeder.

February

April showers brought early
migrants like Chipping Sparrow,
Brown Pelican, Cliff Swallow and
Wilson’s Warbler. I did zoom over
to Fern Ridge Reservoir to see the
Tufted Duck. A few seawatches at
Cape Arago produced a few more
nearshore species.

This was month was slow, but I
made a trip down to Brookings
to Harris Beach State Park to
see the Emperor Goose there. I
also added a few owl species,
including Northern Pygmy-Owl
and Northern Saw-whet Owl. I
tried for but missed the Steller’s
Eider at Bray’s Point north of
Florence. I decided not to chase
the Mountain Plover in Medford.
March
March was a good month. Eric
Clough and I drove to Nevada to
try for Himalayan Snowcock (we
were successful) and stopped en
route to pick up some southern
Oregon specialties: Oak Titmouse,
Juniper Titmouse, California
Towhee, Lewis’s Woodpecker
and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. We
stopped at Hart Mountain NWR
to see a Greater Sage Grouse lek,
but got snowed out. We were able
to see two males crossing the road
at close range, however. On the
way home, we stopped at Crater
Lake National Park and saw Graycrowned Rosy-Finches and a
Black-backed Woodpecker. There
were a few one day wonders
this month that I missed, such as
Brown Thrasher and a probable
Whiskered Auklet.

April

May
No surprise, May was in the top
two best months of the year. I
lucked out by seeing a breedingplumaged Yellow-billed Loon
migrating past Cape Arago with
the other three more common
species. I went to Terry Wahl’s
sheep ranch to see a White-winged
Dove. I also took a trip to eastern
Coos County to tick off breeders,
including Dusky
and Hammond’s
Flycatchers,
Mountain Quail,
Ruffed Grouse,
and Sooty Grouse.
I missed the Least
Tern in Coos
Bay (a one day
wonder).
Of course, no Big
Year would be
complete without
a Memorial Day
weekend visit to
Malheur NWR. I

drove over via Klamath National
Forest to tick off Yellow Rail.
Finally, I was able to add to my
Oregon list various breeding birds
such as Black Swift, Burrowing
Owl, and Black-throated Sparrow.
Besides the regular breeders
and migrants, I was able to
add Scissor-tailed Flycatcher,
Magnolia Warbler, American
Redstart, Rose-breasted Grosbeak
and Baltimore Oriole. There were
half a dozen rare migrant species
that were seen before or after my
visit that I missed.
June
I went to the OFO conference in
Bend. On the way over, I added
Grasshopper Sparrow and Redeyed Vireo near Eugene, the
Indigo Bunting that was at Baskett
Slough NWR, and Northern
Waterthrush at Lost Lake. On
a high elevation ﬁeld trip led
by Chuck Gates and Howard
Horvath, I found an American
Three-toed Woodpecker nest
cavity. After the conference, I
was scheduled to try for Upland

June: American Three-toed Woodpecker nesting
at Hosmer Lake. Photo/Russ Namitz
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Sandpiper and then a trip to the
Wallowas, but due to the death of
a close friend, I had to cut my trip
short and ﬂy to New Mexico for
his funeral.
July
After the New Mexico funeral, I
spent the ﬁrst two weeks of the
month in Mexico. By the end
of the month, I had added a few
shorebirds, including Snowy
Plover, Lesser Yellowlegs and
Red Knot. Nothing rare was
reported in the state.
August
August was the other of the top
two best months for pulling
down big numbers of year birds.
I spent the ﬁrst 10 days birding
in Arizona. When I ﬂew back to
Portland, I swung by Tualatin
NWR to add the Ruff. I chased
some Hudsonian Godwits at
Summer Lake without success,
but managed to see Black RosyFinches on the Steens Mountains
as the sun was setting between
rain showers. I squeezed in a trip
to the Wallowas for Great Gray
Owl, Boreal Owl, Spruce Grouse,
Dusky Grouse, Gray Partridge
and Veery.
I was able to drive to Florence for
the Common Terns and Elegant
Terns at the jetty. The shorebird
festival in Coos Bay was excellent
for shorebirds and pelagics on
Greg Gillson’s half-day trip.
Good birds included Arctic Tern,
Buller’s Shearwater, Parasitic
Jaeger, Long-tailed Jaeger,
Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Stilt
Sandpiper, American GoldenPlover and Paciﬁc Golden-Plover.

September
At the end of the
shorebird festival, I
checked on a local
pair of Spotted Owls
with Greg Gillson and
Tim Shelmerdine. I
then made a trip over
to Winston to see a
Lawrence’s Goldﬁnch
at a private feeder. I
also made 2 trips to
the lumber mill north
of Brookings to try for
August: Spruce Grouse at Moss Springs
Leach’s Storm-Petrel.
Guard Station. Photo/Russ Namitz
Unfortunately the ﬁrst
November
trip with Lois Miller
was unsuccessful. Later in the
I did not add any new birds
month, I went on another Bird
this month. I coach wrestling
Guide pelagic and added South
at Marshﬁeld HS and it really
Polar Skua and Fork-tailed Storm- swilled up my free time. There
Petrel. There were a handful of
were a few “chaseable” birds that
good passerines that were not
proved hard to relocate such as
chased due to the brevity of time
the Blue Jay on Peoria Road in
the bird was reported and the
Albany and the Yellow-bellied
distance required to drive. One
Sapsucker on Royal Avenue in
bird I could have chased that I am Eugene. I ended up not trying for
really kicking myself for is the
them due to negative reports and
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper(s) at Fern
family obligations. With birds like
Ridge Reservoir. I assumed we
Rusty Blackbird and Bohemian
would see one on the coast here in Waxwings being reported at the
Coos County, but we never did.
end of the month, I really battled
the frustration of work and
October
responsibility.
In Coos County, I added Lapland
Longspur, Chestnut-collared
Longspur and Tropical Kingbird.
I drove up the coast north
of Florence to see the Snow
Buntings on the beach. I took a
trip to Redmond to visit my sister
and spent a morning birding with
Chuck Gates. We were able to add
Long-eared Owl at Black Butte
and Costa’s Hummingbird at
Dave Tracy’s feeder in Bend.
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December

I only added 2 birds this month,
Mike Patterson’s Arctic Loon
in Astoria and a Short-eared
Owl near Albany that I found
following directions from Jeff
Fleischer. Wrestling was in full
swing and I went back east (to
Connecticut and Florida) for two
weeks for the holidays.

Summary
I ended up seeing 355 (or
70%) of the 507 species on the
ofﬁcial Oregon birdlist posted
by the OFO (Oregon Field
Ornithologists) and updated by
the OBRC (Oregon Birds Record
Committee) Secretary Harry
Nehls. My friend saw 276 Maine
birds or 65% of the state list and
his friend from Virginia threw in
the towel about halfway through
the year. Of the 26 new state birds

that I saw, two were also Lower
48 birds that I had only seen in
Alaska (Arctic Loon and Horned
Pufﬁn). I saw no new ABA or
life birds in Oregon this year.
Improvements to the year would
have been to: 1) start chasing
winter rarities that I didn’t catch
up with later in the year (see
January summary); 2) take a
September trip to Malheur for
migrants and 3) take a winter trip
to Enterprise for winter ﬁnches
and waxwings.

I would like to thank the
wonderful Oregon birding
community for ﬁnding and
posting bird sightings, for the
encouragement and support,
and for the great companionship
while in the ﬁeld. It was a great
experience. My marriage is still
intact and no one in my family
is mad at me. A huge Thank You
goes out to my wife Jen who put
up with this insufferable crusade.

I missed half a dozen rare migrant species that were seen before or after my visit to Malheur NWR in May,
including this Black-and-white Warbler at Frenchglen 27 May. Photo/Dave Herr
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Oregon Big Day Team Sets New Records for North America and Oregon
Tim Janzen - 12367 S.E. Ridgecrest Rd., Happy Valley, OR 97086
On June 2, 2007 Dave Irons,
Noah Strycker, John Sullivan,
and I ran a Big Day between
Eugene and Summer Lake and
found 219 species, which breaks
by three species the Oregon Big
Day record of 216 species set
May 11, 2002 by Tom Love,
David Mandell, Craig Roberts,
and me on a route from Portland
to Summer Lake. This total
also shattered the ABA North
American Big Day record for
June by 17 species. The prior
June record of 202 was set in
Manitoba. Incredibly, the May
11, 2002 effort found 28 species
that our team didn’t ﬁnd on June
2. Eleven of these 28 species
were shorebirds and seven were
waterfowl.
We convened at Dave Irons’
mother’s house in Eugene on the
evening of June 1 where Dave
called in a Western Screech-Owl
on cue at precisely midnight. We
then added Barred Owl, Barn
Owl, Yellow-breasted Chat, Sora,
and Virginia Rail in the Eugene
area before heading to an area
west of Monroe, where we picked
up a Northern Saw-whet Owl.
We then headed to the coast where
we began birding in the hills near
Yachats at about 5 AM. We picked
up the normal breeding birds in
the area including a Mountain
Quail, a Red-breasted Sapsucker,
and a Pileated Woodpecker. At
6:45 AM we began an incredibly
productive seawatch in Yachats.
Within about 25 minutes we were
able to pick up all of the expected
pelagic species as well as two
Ancient Murrelets, which only
Dave Irons and John Sullivan
saw. Other welcome additions
included two Sooty Shearwaters,
one Tufted Pufﬁn, about three
Cassin’s Auklets, one Red-necked
Phalarope, and a lone Heermann’s
Gull. We found large ﬂocks of
Whimbrel on nearly every stretch
of open beach between Yachats
and Florence, but otherwise

migrant shorebirds were absent
from the coast. We also found
two Harlequin Ducks at ToketeeKlootchman Wayside. We left
Florence with a respectable total
of 107 species at about 8:45 AM.
By abandoning Hwy 126 at
Walton and taking side roads
through the Coast Range into
Veneta, we picked up quite a
few passerine species that we
had not found at the coast. A log
pond near Noti provided our ﬁrst
of three Green Herons that we
saw in the Eugene area. Several
female Hooded Mergansers with
broods of young were at the
Veneta Sewage Ponds. However,
our searches for Red-shouldered
Hawk and Black Phoebe were
fruitless. We covered the area
around the south and east sides
of Fern Ridge Reservoir from
Hwy 126 north to the end of
Royal Avenue adding many of the
species of waterfowl and marsh
birds, including Blue-winged
Teal, American Bittern and Black-

necked Stilt. Unfortunately, we
missed Northern Pintail and
Green-winged Teal, species that
had been present several days
earlier.
We then drove non-stop through
Oakridge and up into the
Cascades. We made mandatory
stops for local specialties such
as Black Swift and Lincoln’s
Sparrow, but we failed to hear
Blue Grouse booming at a site
where they had been detected
a day earlier. After ﬁnding a
Black-backed Woodpecker near
Odell Butte we decided on the
ﬂy not to go north to Davis
Lake. By continuing directly
east to Hwy 97, we saved quite
a bit of time and didn’t cost
ourselves any species in the long
run. Thundershowers aided our
efforts near Gilchrist by cooling
the temperatures in the area
and increasing normally slow
mid-afternoon bird activity. We
found a large ﬂock of Clark’s
Nutcrackers near Gilchrist as well

Tim Janzen, Dave Irons, Noah Strycker, and John Sullivan (left to right)
ready to celebrate setting a new North American big day record for the
month of June. Photo/Tim Janzen
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as several Northern Waterthrushes
and a Red-naped Sapsucker.
Heading east to Cabin Lake we
cleaned up many of the pine forest
specialty birds such as Whiteheaded Woodpecker, Lewis’s
Woodpecker, and Cassin’s Finch.
A series of brief stops between
the Fort Rock and Paulina Marsh
added several expected raptor and
wetland species. We also picked
up our only Say’s Phoebe and
Ash-throated Flycatcher of the
day before heading to Summer
Lake. We heard several Pinyon
Jays near Picture Rock Pass and
a short drive up Winter Ridge
produced several Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers. As we approached
Summer Lake the wind picked
up signiﬁcantly, making it more
difﬁcult to bird. We searched
for the two Eurasian CollaredDoves that had been hanging
around the Summer Lake Refuge
Headquarters in recent weeks,
but they were nowhere to be
found. We also ran out to Dutchy
Lake where Eared Grebe and
Canvasback were the only new
species detected among the
swarms of waterfowl. At this
point light was fading fast. We
stopped brieﬂy at an overlook
south of the Summer Lake Refuge
Headquarters in hopes of spotting
a Great Egret or a White-faced
Ibis, but none were to be seen. We
sped through the Summer Lake
Tour Loop and found a Northern
Shoveler and a Snowy Plover
in the Link Unit area. Our
last species before darkness
fell was Green-winged Teal,
several of which Dave spotted at
Schoolhouse Lake.
We had expected to ﬁnd Great
Horned Owls at the old barn
near Schoolhouse Lake where
there had been a family group
residing in recent weeks, but
when we arrived there we were
quite surprised to ﬁnd the barn
full of people having a wedding
reception. Needless the say, the
Great Horned Owls were nowhere
to be found in the area and since
we felt quite out of place, we left
as quickly as possible.

Heading east to Cabin Lake we cleaned up many of the pine forest
specialty birds such as White-headed Woodpecker. This one was
there 1 September 2007. Photo/Steve Dowlan
pole a few miles down the road
After darkness fell John Sullivan
was indeed a Great Horned
announced that our species tally
stood at 214. At this point we still Owl! We continued on to a
had ﬁve species that we could
location east of Christmas Valley
reasonably hope to get. We drove where we saw a Burrowing Owl.
up near Winter Ridge and were
We then backtracked about 40
miles to the Fremont National
able to hear a Common Poorwill
Forest south of Silver Lake where
calling in the distance. Near
we readily found a Flammulated
Christmas Valley we spotted the
dim silhouette of a large bird
Owl. With well over an hour left
before midnight, we drove west
on a telephone pole, which we
thought for sure was going to be a to the Klamath Forest National
Wildlife Refuge. Arriving there
Great Horned Owl, but on closer
at 11:32 PM, we quickly heard a
inspection the bird turned out to
number of Yellow Rails calling,
be a Red-tailed Hawk, much to
bringing us to 219 species for the
our disappointment. Fortunately,
a large bird on another telephone
day.
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We lingered at the marsh for a few
minutes listening to the cacophony
of Soras, Virginia Rails and
Yellow Rails as well as basking in
the glow of a nearly full moon and
the satisfaction of a record effort
before driving back to Silver Lake.
We kept ourselves awake on the
dim hope of spotting a Great Gray
Owl or some other species that
might push our total to 220, but it
was not to be.
The next morning we found
three Common Goldeneyes
on Schoolhouse Lake which
we didn’t see the previous
evening. This species is frequently
seen at this location in the winter,
but is uncommon there in May and
rarer still in June.
Weather conditions for our
Big Day were somewhat
hotter than would have been
optimal. However, I am not sure
that we would have found very
many more species if it had
been cooler since we did very
well on passerine species in

general. Our only major miss
was Great Egret, a species which
I had seen in reasonably good
numbers in the Summer Lake area
four days previously and which
we also found on June 3 along
the Summer Lake Tour Loop
Road. Among the other species
we had at least some chance of
ﬁnding but didn’t were Horned
Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Snowy
Egret, Northern Pintail, Blue
Grouse, Cooper’s Hawk, Sharpshinned Hawk, Red-shouldered
Hawk, Eurasian Collared-Dove,
Anna’s Hummingbird, Black
Phoebe, Gray Jay, Canyon Wren,
Townsend’s Warbler, and many
shorebird species, including
Western Sandpiper and Least
Sandpiper.
Dave Irons and I spent quite a bit
of time scouting our Big Day route
over the ten days prior to our Big
Day. John Sullivan had also done
a Big Day in the Summer Lake
area by bike a week previously. I
believe that our combined

scouting efforts and our collective
knowledge of this route were key
ingredients for our successful Big
Day. Many of the birds we found
while scouting were on territory
and thus they were readily
relocated during our Big Day.
This was the ﬁrst Oregon Big Day
I have ever done in June. Our 219
species total suggests that June
may be the optimal month to run
Big Days in Oregon rather than
around mid-May, which is when
I have done almost all of my Big
Days in previous years. Having
run a number of Big Day routes in
Oregon previously I have come to
the conclusion that the Yachats to
Summer Lake route is the best Big
Day route in Oregon and I think
that a Big Day total of over 220
species on this route is deﬁnitely
possible in the future.
Acknowledgements: Dave Irons
reviewed earlier drafts of this
article and provided considerable
input to this ﬁnalized version.

We searched for the two Eurasian Collared-Doves that had been hanging around the Summer Lake
Refuge Headquarters in recent weeks, but they were nowhere to be found. This one was in Harney
County 29 September 2007. Photo/Steve Dowlan
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Table 1: Complete List of Species Observed
Red-throated Loon
Paciﬁc Loon
Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Clark’s Grebe
Sooty Shearwater
American White Pelican
Brown Pelican
Double-crested Cormorant
Brandt’s Cormorant
Pelagic Cormorant
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Green Heron
Black-crowned NightHeron
Turkey Vulture
Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Cinnamon Teal
Northern Shoveler
Gadwall
American Wigeon
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
Harlequin Duck
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Barrow’s Goldeneye
Bufﬂehead
Hooded Merganser
Common Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Swainson’s Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
Golden Eagle
American Kestrel
Prairie Falcon
Ring-necked Pheasant
Wild Turkey
California Quail
Mountain Quail
Yellow Rail
Virginia Rail
Sora
American Coot

Sandhill Crane
Snowy Plover
Killdeer
Black Oystercatcher
Black-necked Stilt
American Avocet
Greater Yellowlegs
Willet
Spotted Sandpiper
Whimbrel
Long-billed Curlew
Long-billed Dowitcher
Wilson’s Snipe
Wilson’s Phalarope
Red-necked Phalarope
Bonaparte’s Gull
Heermann’s Gull
Ring-billed Gull
California Gull
Western Gull
Glaucous-winged Gull
Caspian Tern
Forster’s Tern
Black Tern
Common Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Marbled Murrelet
Ancient Murrelet
Cassin’s Auklet
Rhinoceros Auklet
Tufted Pufﬁn
Rock Pigeon
Band-tailed Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Barn Owl
Flammulated Owl
Western Screech-Owl
Great Horned Owl
Northern Pygmy-Owl
Burrowing Owl
Northern Spotted Owl
Barred Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Common Nighthawk
Common Poorwill
Black Swift
Vaux’s Swift
White-throated Swift
Rufous Hummingbird
Belted Kingﬁsher
Lewis’s Woodpecker
Acorn Woodpecker
Red-naped Sapsucker
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Williamson’s Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
White-headed Woodpecker

Black-backed Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Hammond’s Flycatcher
Dusky Flycatcher
Gray Flycatcher
Paciﬁc-slope Flycatcher
Say’s Phoebe
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Western Kingbird
Loggerhead Shrike
Cassin’s Vireo
Hutton’s Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Steller’s Jay
Western Scrub-Jay
Pinyon Jay
Clark’s Nutcracker
Black-billed Magpie
American Crow
Common Raven
Horned Lark
Purple Martin
Tree Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
Northern Rough-winged
Swallow
Bank Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Mountain Chickadee
Chestnut-backed
Chickadee
Bushtit
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
Pygmy Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Rock Wren
Bewick’s Wren
House Wren
Winter Wren
Marsh Wren
American Dipper
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Western Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend’s Solitaire
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Varied Thrush
Wrentit
Sage Thrasher

Cedar Waxwing
European Starling
Orange-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Gray
Warbler
Hermit Warbler
Northern Waterthrush
MacGillivray’s Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Wilson’s Warbler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Western Tanager
Green-tailed Towhee
Spotted Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Brewer’s Sparrow
Vesper Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Black-throated Sparrow
Sage Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Grasshopper Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Lincoln’s Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Black-headed Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Red-winged Blackbird
Western Meadowlark
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Brewer’s Blackbird
Brown-headed Cowbird
Bullock’s Oriole
Purple Finch
Cassin’s Finch
House Finch
Red Crossbill
Pine Siskin
Lesser Goldﬁnch
American Goldﬁnch
Evening Grosbeak
House Sparrow
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OFO Field Encampment:Western Flycatchers of Upper Rogue River
June 20 - 22, 2008

One of the most challenging
puzzles in Oregon ﬁeld ornithology in recent years has been to
discern the ranges of Paciﬁc-slope
and Cordilleran Flycatchers. Work
in recent seasons by Dr. Arch
McCallum has shown that “Western” Flycatchers in the Warner
Mountains have vocalizations of
Cordilleran type, at a high level
of conﬁdence, based on statistical
comparisons of spectrograms with
Cordilleran Flycatcher recordings
from Colorado, Arizona, and New
Mexico, versus Paciﬁc-slope Flycatcher recordings obtained from
near the Paciﬁc Coast.
This OFO ﬁeld encampment
will help to address the question, Where and how abruptly do
Western Flycatcher vocalizations

switch from Cordilleran to Paciﬁc-slope in character? Our study
area will be the upper reaches of
the Rogue River, from Prospect
north. In 1980, Ned Johnson
found that “Western” Flycatchers in this area had Paciﬁc-slope
songs, but when collected showed
some degree of Cordilleran inﬂuence in terms of morphology.
From our encampment in the
Prospect Ranger District (several
campgrounds and a couple of
motels are available depending on
personal preferences), we’ll fan
out each morning to sites where
“Western” Flycatchers have been
located, and record their dawn
songs and, a little later in the
morning, the male position notes.
Later portions of the day will

be used to scout for additional
“Western” Flycatchers for the
next morning’s recording sessions, and/or for casual birding.
Back in camp, we’ll digitize the
recordings and see how they compare with reference populations
of Paciﬁc-slope and Cordilleran
Flycatchers.
If you’re interested in participating, please contact the organizers
for additional information on this
event, including recording protocols, suggestions on equipment,
and preparatory information and
recordings of Western Flycatcher
vocalizations.
Organizer:
Joel Geier
joel.geier@peak.org
or (541) 745-5821)
Acoustics Specialist:
Arch McCallum
archmcc@qwest.net
Local birding expert:
Norm Barrett
ndbarret@medford.net

Western Flycatcher.
Photo/Kevin Smith - http://www.kevinsmithnaturephotos.com
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29th Annual Meeting of Oregon Field Ornithologists to be held at
Malheur Field Station September 12 - 14, 2008.
Fall is a great time to be at
Malheur with few mosquitoes
and good chances of ﬁnding rare
birds. The meeting will include
ﬁeld trips, programs and the
annual business meeting. We
will have more information in
the near future explaining meal
options and lodging in Burns.
Those interested in staying at
Malheur Field Station will need
to make arrangements individually and are encouraged to reserve
their space well in advance. Information and reservations are at:
http://www.malheurﬁeldstation.
org or (541) 493-2629. OFO is
only reserving a limited amount
of space for speakers, guides, etc.
Mark your calendars and stay
tuned for more information coming soon.

Merlin, 19 October 2007, Malheur NWR Headquarters, Harney
County Photo/Steve Dowlan

Call For OFO Membership Directory Corrections

Anne Heyerly tanager@nu-world.com (541) 485-0880
Oregon Field Ornithologists - P.O. Box 10373, Eugene, OR 97440

Several OFO members have communicated with Membership over
the last few months, indicating
that the most recent membership
directory (distributed in June-July
2007) contains information that is
incorrect or out of date. Subjects
that have been addressed include
incorrect telephone numbers,
postal addresses, and e-mail addresses.

Some of you indicated that your
listing did not appear in the directory and that you would like it to
be present.

not lost any of the communications some of you have already
sent, but in case they have gone
missing, please tell us again.

This is your chance to let us get it
right. Please either send an e-mail,
or send a postcard or letter to
OFO with your correct information as you would like it to appear
in the directory. We hope we have

The corrected information will
appear in the following issue,
Oregon Birds 33:4 Winter 20072008) .
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From the Editor’s Desk: Birding in Circles

Jeff Harding 39127 Griggs Drive, Lebanon, Oregon, 97355 - oregonbirds@centurytel.net
The ﬁrst White-tailed Kite I found in Linn
County wasn’t at one of the county hot-spots.
It was on Baptist Church Drive about two and
a half miles southeast of our home, in December of 2006. The next one was a month
later on Fish Hatchery Drive, three miles
north of where we have lived since 1985. I
found them because I was birding close to
home.
Birding close to home has a number of
advantages over birding more distant hot
spots. Driving less means less fuel consumption as well as less time spent driving instead
of birding. In addition, there are personal
beneﬁts to getting to know your own neighborhood: learning where very close birding
sites are and developing your own hot-spots.
Knowing your own neigborhood allows you
to seize micro-birding opportunities. You
should know where to stop on the way to
the grocery store for a few minutes of power
birding during migration.
Many birders ﬁnd listing and comparing lists
diverting. We encourage such listing in this journal by publishing members’ listing
totals annually. The smallest unit we have recognized for listing is the county. The
problem is that Oregon counties tend to be large and people who are not able, or not
inclined to drive a lot are at a signiﬁcant disadvantage. Included are young people,
who we would like to attract to birding. So what should the smaller unit be? City
boundaries present a bit of a problem, because they don’t always make sense geographically, excluding the best sewage ponds in some cases.
Oregon Field Ornithologists has added a new category for listing results for 2008,
the circle. Seeking a smaller listing area than the county, we settled on a ﬁfteen-mile
diameter circle to allow a large enough area for a diversity of habitats, but small
enough to cover on foot or by bicycle, or at least without much driving. Because
there are already more than thirty well-known circles described in Oregon, for the
Christmas Bird Counts, “circle bird lists” can be comparable.
Perhaps bird clubs will begin competition. Can the members of the Crescent Valley High School Bird Club ﬁnd more species in the Corvallis CBC circle than their
rivals at Corvallis High? I look forward to coverage in the local paper!
My personal circle, illustrated on this page, is mostly rural farms and woodlots near
our home in Linn County. Some city birders have chosen to focus on unique circles
near their homes.
All you need to do is start a checklist for the circle you select, and at the end of
2008 include it in the listing results you send in. We’ll be working on how best to
report and present list results for various circles, and look forward to seeing how
you all do.
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Oregon Birds and North American Birds have synchronized reporting areas, periods, and deadlines.
Field reports for Oregon are due to the OB Regional Editor and NAB Regional Editor at the same
time.
Season
Spring
Summer
Fall
Winter
North American Birds
Regional Editor

Months
March-May
June-July
August-November
December-February
North American Birds SubRegional Editors

To Editor
10 June
10 August
10 December
10 March

All of Oregon
David Irons
2125 Hayes St
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 686-4560
llsdirons@msn.com

Western Oregon
Harry Nehls
2376 SE 20th
Portland, OR 97202
503-233-3976
hnehls@teleport.com

Rogue Valley
Dennis Vroman
269 Shetland Dr.
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-479-4619
dpvroman@cdsnet.net

OFO members bird all over the state, and often ﬁnd birds that are of interest to local birders. OFO supports
publication of local ﬁeld notes and encourages OFO members to contact local newsletter publishers or ﬁeld notes
editors whenever birding in or near the Oregon locations listed below. If you would like to add a local newsletter
or revise any of the information below, please contact the Editor, Oregon Birds, 39127 Griggs Drive, Lebanon,
OR, 97355 or oregonbirds@centurytel.net
Bend
Eagle Eye
Central Oregon Audubon Society
P.O. Box 565
Bend, OR 97709
Inactive (send ﬁeld notes to OB)
Coos Bay
The Tattler
Cape Arago Audubon Society
P.O. Box 381
North Bend, OR 97459
Russ Namitz
namitzr@hotmail.com
(541) 266-8714
Corvallis
The Chat
Audubon Society of Corvallis
PO Box 148
Corvallis, OR 97339
W. Douglas Robinson
104 Nash Hall
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR 97331
541 737 9501
Douglas.robinson@
oregonstate.edu
Eugene
The Quail
Lane County Audubon Society
P.O. Box 5086
Eugene, OR 97405
Allison Mickel
541-485-7112

Grants Pass
The Siskin
Siskiyou Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2223
Grants Pass, OR 97528
Karen Phillips
kmphillips@earthlink.net
Hood River-The Dalles
The Garryana Rag
Columbia Gorge Audubon
Society
P.O. Box 64
White Salmon, WA 98672
Stuart Johnston
sfjk@yahoo.com
509-493-3363
John Day
The Upland Sandpiper
Grant County Bird Club
P.O. Box 111
Canyon City, OR 97820
Tom Winters
ducksouptom@ortelco.net
541-542-2006 (h)
541-620-0667 (w)
Klamath Falls
The Grebe
Klamath Basin Audubon Society
P.O.Box 354
Klamath Falls, OR 97601
Ken Johnston
541-883-7671

La Grande
The Rav-on
Grande Ronde Bird Club
P.O. Box 29
LaGrande, OR 97850
Joyce Coate
jcoate@eou.edu
(541) 963-9404

Salem
The Kestrel
Salem Audubon Society
189 Liberty St. NE 209A
Salem, OR 97301
David Buchanan
buchanandg1@msn.com

Newport
The Sandpiper
Yaquina Birders & Naturalists
P.O. Box 1467
Newport, OR 97365
Range Bayer
rbayer@orednet.org
(541) 265-2965

Roseburg
Wing-Tips
Umpqua Valley Audubon Society
P.O. Box 381
Roseburg, OR 97470

Portland
Audubon Warbler
Audubon Society of Portland
5151 NW Cornell Road
Portland, OR 97210
Harry Nehls
hnehls@teleport.com
503-233-3976
Port Orford
The Storm Petrel
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1265
Port Orford, OR 97465
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Join Oregon Field Ornithologists

The mission of Oregon Field Ornithologists is to further the knowledge,
education, conservation, enjoyment and science of birds and birding in Oregon
Don’t just subscribe - join our community!

For membership questions or for address or email address changes, dues, mailings, etc.,
contact Anne Heyerly tanager@nu-world.com

Membership in OFO brings you:

Oregon Birds--OFO’s journal with news and briefs, status and identiﬁcation of Oregon’s birds and bird-ﬁnding guides to Oregon’s better birding spots and rarer species.
Proceedings of the Oregon Bird Records Committee--Stay current on the rare birds of Oregon.
Annual meetings--Participate in OFO’s birding meetings, held at some of Oregon’s top birding spots.
Publications--As a service to the community, OFO publishes and distributes occasional books and pamphlets
of interest to ornithologists and birders. Such publications may not be available without your support.

Annual Dues:
____ $30.00 Individual
____ $35.00 Family
____ $50.00 Sustaining
____ $14.00 Student (under 18 years)
____ $100.00 OFO Patron
____ $_____ Tax-deductible contribution
____ $_____ Oregon Fund for Ornithology
____ Renewal
____ Renew my membership for 2 Years!
____ New Member
____ Do not put my name and phone number in OFO
Directory
(We don’t sell any information to other organizations.)

Your name___________________________________
Your address_________________________________
City__________________State__________Zip_____
Your telephone_______________________________
Your e-mail address:___________________________

Mail your membership application to:
Oregon Field Ornithologists
P.O. Box 10373
Eugene, OR 97440

Make check payable to: Oregon Field Ornithologists
or OFO
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Reporting Rare Birds in Oregon

Oregon Bird Records Committee (OBRC)
The OBRC needs your report of any review species observed in Oregon. Review species are indicated in the ofﬁcial state checklist by an asterisk (*) or double asterisk (**).
To report a review species, please e-mail the information listed below to: hnehls@teleport.com
Note: OBRC encourages submission of supporting evidence in the form of photos or recordings (see item 6
below). If you wish to submit these or other evidence not suited to e-mail (e.g. ﬁeld notes, sketches), please mail
to:
Harry Nehls, OBRC
2736 SE 20th
Portland, OR 97202
This form is intended as a convenience and a guideline. It may be used ﬂexibly and need not be used at all.
1. YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS.
Postal address:
E-mail address:
Telephone (voice):
2. BIRD IDENTIFICATION. Write in the name of the species you have identiﬁed and information on numbers,
sex, plumage, and age.
3. DATE(S). Month, day, and year. If there are multiple observations, each date.
4. LOCATION. Be speciﬁc; describe habitat.
5. DETAILS. Include only what was actually observed, not what should have been seen or heard. Stress ﬁeld
marks: bill, eye, wings, tail, legs, shape, proportions, “jizz”, etc. Include behavior: feeding, resting, ﬂying, interactions with other species, etc. Describe voice--song, calls, or notes--if heard.
Describe your reasons for your identiﬁcation: your familiarity with the species, ﬁeld guides used, similar species that were eliminated, references that were consulted, etc.

Describe the circumstances of the observation: light conditions, positions of the sun, distance to the bird, duration of observation, equipment used, time of day, time of tide, etc.
Add the names (and address and phone numbers if known) of other observers who may have identiﬁed the bird.
6. PHOTOS, RECORDINGS. State whether photos were taken or video or sound recordings were made. OBRC
will duplicate and return original slides and tapes promptly. Donations of slide duplicates (OBRC prefers a
double set) and copies of recordings may be considered a tax-deductible expense!
Oregon Birds 33:3 Insert ii

OFO Bookcase

Oregon Field Ornithologists’ Publications
Special Publication No. 6. Birds of Northeast Oregon: An Annotated Checklist for Union and
Wallowa Counties. Second Edition (Rev’d), ISBN 1-877693-20-0, 1992, by Joe Evanich
$6.00 $______
Special Publication No. 9. A Pocket Guide to Oregon Birds, 2nd Edition -The Second Edition
contains new information about many Oregon species. Most important, new split-month graphs
show when rarities have occurred in the state. ISBN 1-877693-23-5, 1996, by Alan Contreras $6.00 $______
Special Publication No. 10. Cumulative Index to Oregon Birds, vol 1-22, compiled by
Alan Contreras.
$5.50 $______
Special Publication No. 11.
A Guide to Birds and other Wildlife of the Columbia River Estuary
$ 7.50 $______
Special Publication No. 12. Birds of Coos County, Oregon, by Alan Contreras
$16.00 $______
Checklist Birds of Lane County, Oregon, by Alan Contreras
$ 2.50 $______
Special Publication #14. A Distributional List of the Land Birds of West Central Oregon 2002 by Alfred C.
Shelton (edited by Noah K. Strycker)
$20.00 $______
Special Publication #18. Early Twentieth Century Ornithology in Malheur County, Oregon.
The book features 1910-1915 ﬁeld observations from Malheur County, including never-before published ﬁeld
notes of Edward A. Preble, which have been kept by the Smithsonian Institution archives.
$18.00 $______
Special Publication No. 19
Guide to the Birds of the Rogue Valley, 2003 by Dennis Vroman & Barbara Massey,
$25.00 $______
Birds of Jackson County Oregon Distribution and Abundance Jackson County Checklist Committee
$4.25 $______
Except as noted, prices include shipping and handling
Birder Cards (packet of 50) Business-type cards that one can give to people or leave on their
windshield when visiting areas.
$2.50 $______
Checklist of Oregon birds. Pack of 10. Field checking card that ﬁts into ﬁeld guide.
$6.00...$______
Checklist of Oregon Birds, compiled by the Oregon Bird Records Committee.
$2.50 $______
Oregon Birds back issues: Volumes 5-32
Price varies; write for availability and prices.
volume:___:__
$______
Other Publications
Northwest Birds in Winter,
Alan Contreras. Oregon State University Press, 1997, 264 pp., softcover.
$17.95 $______
Annotated Bibliography of Oregon Bird Literature Published Before 1935. George A. Jobanek. Oregon
State University Press, 1997, 496 pp., hardcover.
$45.00 $______
A Birder’s Guide to the Klamath Basin. Steve Summers. 1993, 85 pp.
$10.00 $______
Birds of Oregon: Status and Distribution,
Jeff Gilligan, et al. 1994, 330 pp., Few Left softcover,
$12.00 $______
Birding the Southern Oregon Coast. Cape Arago Audubon Society. 1996, 96 pp., softcover $10.00 $______
OFO Souvenirs
OFO Lapel Pin (1-inch, OFO logo)
$ 7.00 $______
OFO T-Shirt, specify S, M, L, and XL
$14.00 $______
OFO T-Shirt, XXL only
$16.00 $______
OFO Window Decal (4-inch, OFO logo)
$ 2.30 $______

Total This Page:

$______
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Eleanor Pugh’s Natural Sounds Cassettes and CDs
(Recorded, edited and produced by Eleanor A. Pugh)
More information about these titles can be seen at our web site, www.oregonbirds.org.
CDs now available: 72-80 minutes
$18.00 + shipping and handling
•Learn to Identify Birds by Ear - Western (71 species)
•Learn to Identify Birds by Ear - Eastern (72 species)
•Western Warblers (77 minutes - 20 species)
•Backyard Birds (33 species)
•Woodland Birds of the Deciduous Woods (61 species)
•Forest Birds of the Deciduous Woods (60 species)
•Songs in the Night: Owls, Nightjars, and Others
(22 species)
•Birds of Western Washington, 1 & 2 (142 species)
•Coast to Crest (60 species)
•Springsong (41 species)
Relaxation CDs – No Vocal Narrative – For Undistracted Listening:
•Hermit Thrush – Streams
•Beautiful Bird Songs of the West
•There’s Music in the Air
Wildlife Voices by Family
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Owls
Woodpeckers
Flycatchers
Sparrows (Humid Habitat)
Warblers of the West I
Finches & Bunting
Mammals
Shorebirds I
Fall Comes to the Northwest

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wrens
Thrushes
4 Difﬁcult Flycatchers
Sparrows (Arid Habitat)
Warblers of the West II
Swallows
Paciﬁc Tidelands
Shorebirds & Rails II

Shipping and Handling for Tapes and CD’s
$2.00 for 1 tape or CD
$3.00 for 2-3 tapes or CD’s
$4.00 for 4 or more tapes or CD’s

____________________________________
Your Name
____________________________________
Your Address
____________________________________
Your City, State and Zip
____________________________________
Your email or phone
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Cassettes With Regional Coverage
$10.00 + shipping and handling
Cassettes with vocal identiﬁcation and/or narratives: Birds of the Wetlands
•Birds of the High Desert
•Birds of the Southwestern Desert
•Confusing Species
•Wintering Birds of the Rogue Valley
•Learn to Identify Birds by Ear (Western)
•Learn to Identify Birds by Ear (Eastern)
Cassettes With No Vocal Narrative - For Undistracted Listening
•Almanac of Western Habitats - Northwestern
Comprehensive Cassettes
Sets of 2 with 150 to 200 total species per set.
These cassettes include birds found in the summer in all forest habitats, all elevations. Songbirds,
raptors, even some small mammals easily sounding
like birds. (Species list enclosed.) $25/set + $2 shipping and handling.
•
Birds of Western Washington, 1 & 2
•
Birds of Eastern Washington, 1 & 2
•
Birds of Western Oregon 1 & 2
•
Birds of Eastern Oregon 1 & 2
To Order Mail OFO Bookcase Orders to:
OFO Bookcase
Karen Bachman
OFO Bookcase
2025 N. Blandena
Portland, OR 97217
Contact Karen at: konion6@comcast.net

All items postage paid. Some items available at wholesale
prices.
CDs and Cassettes:
_______________________________________$________
_______________________________________$________
_______________________________________$________
Shipping and handling:
$________
Total from the ﬁrst page
$________
Grand Total Order
$________
Make checks payable to Oregon Field Ornithologists.

Field Notes Regional Editors
Portland
Metro

North
Coast

Northeast
Willamette
Basin

South
Coast

RogueUmpqua

North
Central

South
Central

Southeast

South coast region extends east to Mapleton and Scottsburg

North Coast
Wink Gross
4665 NW Seblar Terrace
Portland, OR 97210
winkg@hevanet.com

Willamette Basin
Joel Geier
38566 Hwy 99W
Corvallis, Oregon 97330-9320
541 745-5821
joel.geier@peak.org

North Central
Chuck Gates
14265 S. Antelope Drive
Powell Butte, OR 97753
541-923-1320
cgates@empnet.com

South Coast
Tim Rodenkirk
611 North 12th Street
Coos Bay, OR 97420
541-269-4696
garbledmodwit@yahoo.com

Rogue-Umpqua
Dennis Vroman
269 Shetland Dr.
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-479-4619
dpvroman@cdsnet.net
Norman Barrett
ndbarret@medford.net

South Central
Kevin Spencer
858 Rosemont Court
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
541 884-5739
kspencer@tulesd.tulelake.k12.
ca.us

Portland Metro
Erik Knight
4549 N.E. 39th
Portland, OR 97211
503-232-0848
ErikKnight05@comcast.net

Northeast
Trent Bray
1102 Washington Ave,
La Grande, OR 97850,
arkaeoptrx@aol.com
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Southeast
Noah Strycker
35995 E. Wills Road
Creswell, OR 97426
541-895-3123
birdboy@bkpix.com

Field Notes: Spring 2007 Statewide Season Report
David S. Irons, 2125 Hayes St. Eugene, Oregon llsdirons@msn.com
Storm-Petrel Extravaganza
Birding from cruise ships rapidly
continues to expand knowledge
of Oregon’s pelagic avifauna.
Observers on a 3 May cruise
encountered an unprecedented
variety of Storm-Petrels 4560 miles off Coos and Curry.
Hundreds of Leach’s StormPetrels dominated the swarm,
which also included several dozen
Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels (Jeff
Gilligan et al.). In addition to
these expected species, they found
a Black Storm-Petrel, Oregon’s
2nd record of the species (Jeff
Gilligan, Owen Schmidt), and a
ﬂock of six Ashy Storm-Petrels
will be the ﬁrst for Oregon if
accepted by the OBRC (Jeff
Gilligan, Owen Schmidt). The
bird of the trip was a Ringed
Storm-Petrel, which delighted
observers by ﬂying within 50’ of
the boat 45 miles west of Coos
Bay on 3 May (Jeff Gilligan,
Nanette Armstrong). A Ringed
Storm-Petrel photographed off
Santa Barbara, California 5 Aug
2005 (Rare Birds of California
2007) is the only prior record for
the Northern Hemisphere.
The Big Alcid Die-off/Horned
Pufﬁn Incursion
During March there was a
conspicuous die-off of larger alcid
species along the Oregon Coast.
Most affected were Rhinceros
Auklets and Horned Pufﬁns. At
least 300 dead Rhinos and about
100 dead and dying Horned
Pufﬁns were counted along
Oregon beaches from 2 to 27
March. Starting in late February,
observers conducting informal
searches of coastal wracklines
began ﬁnding a few carcasses of
both species on nearly any stretch
of beach that was surveyed. The
die-off reached its apex about 23

March. That day, Mike Patterson
found 175 Rhinoceros Auklet
carcasses and 50 dead Horned
Pufﬁns in a comprehensive search
of Clatsop Beach just south of
the Columbia River. Smaller
numbers of dead Tufted Pufﬁns
were also found. The season’s
only pelagic trip, 25 March out
of Newport, encountered nearly
500 live Rhinoceros Auklets,
and a state record seven live
Horned Pufﬁns (The Bird Guide
pelagic trip). Eight additional
live Horned Pufﬁns were seen
from land between 4 March and
28 May. Live Horned Pufﬁns are
rarely seen in Oregon waters.
They typically winter far offshore
in the north Paciﬁc, but are
sometimes over the continental
shelf during spring migration
(Hodder 2003). The incursion of
Horned Pufﬁns was interesting in
that there were no extraordinary
numbers in Washington, nor were

there signiﬁcant numbers of dead
alcids washing up on beaches in
that state (per Steve Mlodinow).
However, in northern California,
where Horned Pufﬁns are even
more rare, at least 50 live birds
and many more dead ones were
reported to North American Birds
editors during the spring season
and summer seasons (Terrill et
al. 2007). By May dead Horned
Pufﬁns were even farther south
at Oxnard, in Ventura Co. and the
Tijuana River mouth just north of
the Mexican border (McCaskie
and Garrett 2007). Though there
is a rush to connect these events
to global climate change, the real
explanation remains elusive as
only selected species appear to
have been affected. However,
there is at least some evidence
that abnormal conditions offshore
might be linked to these die-offs
and wanderings. As in 2005,
relaxed winds and shifts in the

One of seven Horned Pufﬁns encountered in a pelagic trip out of Newport 25 March 2007. Photo/Greg Gillson, http://thebirdguide.com
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Jet Stream produced a delay in
the timing of normal upwelling
patterns along the Paciﬁc coast.
Such delays have been described
as an “arrhythmias” by some
Paciﬁc oceanographers (Oregon
State University 2007). In recent
years, arrhythmias have become
more frequent and their durations
have fallen outside the normal
range of variations in upwelling
(OSU 2007). In 2006, a delayed
upwelling occurred at a time when
growth potential of phytoplankton
is at its peak, effectively creating a

“super-charged upwelling.” As
phytoplankton ultimately decayed,
oxygen was consumed causing a
hypoxic event, commonly referred
to as a “dead zone,” where ﬁsh,
crabs and other marine organisms
cannot survive. It is clear that
anomalies in the marine food
chain have an adverse affect on
many marine birds, particularly
alcids. We are fortunate to have
observers like Bob Loeffel in
Newport, Mike Patterson in
Astoria and others who have for
decades surveyed coastal beaches

for dead seabirds. They have
provided a baseline which can
be used to evaluate the severity
of current and future die-offs of
seabirds.
Abbreviations: Ankeny (Ankeny
N.W.R. Marion), Finley (Finley
N.W.R. Benton), F.R.R. (Fern
Ridge Wildlife Management Area,
Lane), N.W.R. (National Wildlife
Refuge), S.P. (State Park), S.R.M
(Sandy River mouth, Multnomah),
W.V. (Willamette Valley), m.ob.
(many observers)

This image, captured along Potter Swamp Road in Harney County 13 March 2007, provides an excellent
comparison of a typical white Ross’s Goose and the rare “blue morph” of this species. Blue morph Ross’s
can be separated from blue morph Snow Geese using not only the structural characteristics, short triangular-shaped bill and smaller size, but also by plumage characteristics. Note that this bird shows fairly
extensive white on the belly, which would be more bluish gray on a blue morph Snow Goose. There is also a
narrow band of dark feathering that extends up the nape and onto the hindcrown. The hindcrown and most
of the nape are white on a blue morph Snow Goose. Photo/Steve Dowlan
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Waterfowl-Grebes
Greater White-fronted Geese
staged their main passage through
western Oregon during the last
8 to10 days of April. The 7615
White-fronts that streamed over
Finley 27 April likely exceeded
any prior single site count for
western Oregon (W. Douglas
Robinson). Two Greater Whitefronted X Snow geese were
studied west of Merrill, Klamath
on 11 March (Dave Irons). An
Emperor Goose at Brownsmead,
Clatsop 18 March was suspected
of being the same bird that
wintered in nearby Astoria (Mike
Patterson). Another Emperor,
which wintered at Harris Beach
S.P., Curry, remained until 9
April (Antonio Salvadori).
Seven Ross’s Geese west of the
Cascades was slightly above
recent averages; four visited the
W.V. including a group of three
at Eugene 13 March (Sylvia
Maulding et al.) and a singleton at
Ankeny 10-23 April (Shawneen
Finnegan, m.ob.). Seawatchers
noted single Ross’s off Bandon
27 April (Dave Lauten, Kathy
Castelein), off Boiler Bay 29
April (Phil Pickering) and passing
Florence 30 April (Diane Pettey).
These birds were embedded in
northbound ﬂocks of Aleutian
Cackling Geese. In recent years
“blue morph” Ross’s Geese
have shown up near annually
in Harney Co. This rare form
appeared along Potter Swamp
Road, Harney on 13 March (Steve
Dowlan photo, page 90). Though
Brant show up annually inland
on the westside, they rarely stray
to eastern Oregon. Thus, the
Brant that graced Lower Klamath
N.W.R. 17 March (Frank Mayer)
was exceptional. There are less
than ﬁve records for the Klamath
Basin over the past 20 years.
Coastally, northbound Brant
movements peaked on 29 April
when 1100 passed Boiler Bay
(Phil Pickering). Three Trumpeter

Swans at Astoria 16 April were
unexpected along the outer coast
(Mike Patterson). For the 2nd
consecutive year a “Bewick’s”
Tundra Swan spent the winter and
early spring playing hopscotch
along the Oregon/California
border at Lower Klamath N.W.R’s
Stateline Rd. (Charlotte Ann
Kisling).
Oregon’s Falcated Duck was
last seen at Eugene 12 April
(David Brown), terminating
its 4th consecutive winter visit.
A gathering of 15 Eurasian
Wigeon in the Straits Drain
unit of Lower Klamath N.W.R.
(Dave Irons) was an anomaly
for the eastside. This assemblage
more than doubled the season’s
total (six) for the remainder of
eastern Oregon. This annual
incursion of Eurasian Wigeon
in the Klamath Basin during
February and March is somewhat
mystifying. These were presumed
northbound birds, but given the
general scarcity of this species
further south, one must wonder
where are they coming from?
One Eurasian Wigeon lingered at
Portland’s Vanport Wetlands to
at least 21 May (Jeff Gilligan).
A single Eurasian X American
Wigeon at F.R.R. 14 March
was the only hybrid reported
(Roger Robb). Arriving Bluewinged Teal were conspicuous
at westside wetlands 22 April
and later (ﬁde Harry Nehls). By
the period’s end a dozen pairs
were at F.R.R. (Kit Larson). The
season’s only Eurasian Greenwinged Teal were singles at
Sauvie I. 6 March (ﬁde Harry
Nehls) and Finley 1 May (W.
Douglas Robinson). Eurasian X
Green-winged Teal were equally
scarce. One was at Brownsmead,
Clatsop 3 March (Mike Patterson)
and another visited Fernhill
Wetlands, Washington 23 March
(John Rakestraw). Apparent pure
Tufted Ducks made an impressive
showing for the 2nd consecutive

Spring, with ﬁve birds detected
1 March to 21 May. Though
comparatively rare on the eastside
(fewer than 10 records), a Tufted
at Hatﬁeld Lake 10-16 May
(Craig and Marilyn Miller) was
the third to ﬁnd that site over the
past eight years. Male Tufted
Ducks at F.R.R. 8 to 30 April
(Don Schouder) and another at
Meares Lake, Tillamook 1 March
to 1 May (Margaret Tweelinckx)
were likely returnees. Only one
of ﬁve Long-tailed Ducks was
away from the outer coast. The
lone inland bird was eastside at
Pelton Dam, Jefferson 17 April
(Marilyn Miller). Surprisingly,
inland Long-tailed Ducks are
more likely east of the Cascades.
A male Red-breasted Merganser
at Wickiup Reservoir 22 April
(Jim Moodie) was eastside,
where they are barely annual. The
coastal loon ﬂight was generally
weak. At Boiler Bay, a mere 1500
Red-throateds 1 April and 17,000
Paciﬁcs on 11 May were seasonal
high counts (Phil Pickering).
Oregon hosted two Yellow-billed
Loons, with singles at Siletz
Bay 14 April (Paul Osburn) and
Cape Arago, Coos 13 May (Russ
Namitz). Closer examinations
of Aechmorphus grebes in the
W.V. have produced an increase
in sightings of Clark’s Grebes
away from favored F.R.R. Single
Clark’s graced Baskett Slough
from 15 April to 25 May (Bill
Tice, Ben Young) and Ankeny
from 21 to 28 May (Jordan
Epstein et al.).
Tubenoses-Ibis
The lone Laysan Albatross of the
season was off Newport 25 March
(The Bird Guide pelagic trip).
This species is consistently found
on March trips, but is generally
absent from Oregon waters AprilSeptember. Seabird surveys at the
Columbia River mouth produced
high counts of Sooty Shearwaters
from 11 April through the spring
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The lone Laysan Albatross of the season was off Newport 25 March.
Photo/Greg Gillson http://thebirdguide.com
period; a massive gathering of
Malheur 30 May (Jeff Gilligan,
Sooties there on 31 May was
Owen Schmidt) provided
believed to number nearly half a
Oregon’s 2nd record close on
million birds (Troy Guy). Manx
the heels of the ﬁrst, found last
Shearwaters were again detected
Spring at Malheur. Over the past
at Boiler Bay, where they have
decade this species has rapidly
proven annual during Spring;
expanded its range to the north
singles were noted 1 April and 9
and west across the continent. No
May (Phil Pickering).
fewer than 63 White-faced Ibis
reached
western Oregon from late
Two American White Pelicans
April
to
May. It should be noted
returned to F.R.R by 8 April, and
that
at
least
77 visited western
20 were there by the period’s end
Washington
during the same
(Don Schrouder). On 12 March a
period
(ﬁde
Steve
Mlodinow).
very early Brown Pelican visited
This
irruption
was
highlighted by
Yaquina Head, Lincoln (Cindy
40
ibis
at
F.R.R.
28
April (Paul
Ashy). As has become the norm,
Sherrell
et
al.)
and
a
group of 18
singles and small ﬂocks of Brown
at
New
River,
Coos
14
May (Tim
Pelicans appeared all along the
Rodenkirk),
the
only
report
from
Oregon coast from 8 April on
the
outer
coast.
As
with
prior
(ﬁde Harry Nehls). On 30 April a
invasions this event seems tied to
record 65 Great Egret nests were
drought conditions in the species’
counted at the Coos Bay colony
core breeding range. Rainfall
(Tim Rodenkirk). This colony
in southeast Oregon, which has
was ﬁrst discovered about 1988.
roughly 2500 nesting pairs (per
Single Snowy Egrets lingered at
Malheur N.W.R. staff), was just
Brookings until 17 April (Don
25% of normal February through
Munson) and at Bandon to 27
May.
April (Dave Ledig). Despite
wintering locally, Snowy Egrets
Raptors -- Alcids
are not known to breed on the
Eight Northern Goshawks
Oregon coast. Two Glossy Ibis at
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reported from western
Oregon during the period was
supranormal (ﬁde Harry Nehls);
these included ﬁve in the
W.V. and two along the outer
coast. Swainson’s Hawk have
proven to be a rare-but-annual
spring migrant on the westside.
Singletons were at the Portland
Airport 19 April (Dave Helzer),
at Finley 12 May (W. Douglas
Robinson), and over Portland’s
West Hills on 14 May (Jay
Withgott). On the eastside, a
Swainson’s Hawk at Bonanza,
Klamath 17 March (Julie
VanMoorhem) was at least a
month early. For the third straight
Spring at least one Crested
Caracara visited Oregon. One
at Floras Lake, Curry 22 March
(Rick McKenzie) was in an
area where there have been two
records in prior years. This or
another Caracara was about 20
air miles away at Myrtle Point,
Coos 21 April (Richard Brooks
photo). A richardsoni Merlin
was well documented from the
Portland Airport 18 April (Dave
Helzer photo) and a 2nd “Prairie”
type Merlin visited Finley on 21
April (W. Douglas Robinson). The
Gyrfalcon that wintered south of
Corvallis was last seen 8 March
(Jamie Simmons).
One American Golden-Plover
appeared at Sauvie Island 12 May
(Jay Withgott), while a second at
Little Houston Lake 19 May was
a 1st for Crook (Chuck Gates).
Just three Paciﬁc Golden-Plovers
were reported 30 April to 16
May. One at Salem 13 May (Roy
Gerig) was the only inland record.
Semipalmated Plovers made a
major push along the outer coast
29 to 30 April with ﬂocks of more
than 100 birds reported from
several sites; 600 at Bandon 29
April was the season’s high count
(Tim Rodenkirk). Black-necked
Stilts are now ﬁrmly entrenched
as a W.V. nester; one or more
pairs were noted from no fewer

along the coast and in the W.V.
(ﬁde Harry Nehls). A gathering
of 151 at Finley 7 April was
an exceptional count for the
W.V (W. Douglas Robinson).
Conversely, Lesser Yellowlegs
were scarce for the third straight
migration season; fewer than 20
were reported from Oregon for
the season, with maxima of just
ﬁve at Finley 2 May (W. Douglas
Robinson).
The lone westside Willet stopped
at Florence 7 May (Diane Pettey).
Whimbrels made an exceptional
showing along the coast. Three
at Bandon 7 April (Russ Namitz)
were the earliest returnees and
20 were at Astoria 8 April (Mike
Patterson). Flocks of 200 to 440
birds were noted at Boiler Bay 29
April (Phil Pickering), Warrenton
2 May (David Bailey), Cape
Blanco 5 May (Terry Wahl) and
Astoria 9 May (Mike Patterson).
Tillamook hosted a ﬂock of 500
on 11 May(David Smith). Flocks
of 10 to 25 Whimbrel were widely
scattered along Oregon beaches
into early June (Dave Irons).
Three Whimbrels and a Longbilled Curlew at Baskett Slough
28 April were the only W.V.
reports for either species (Eric
Edgare). Ten Long-billed Curlews
were scattered along the coast 10
April to 11 May; these included
a group of ﬁve at Florence 29
April (Diane Pettey). Thirty-six
Marbled Godwits tarried at Lower
Black-necked Stilt at Highway 205, Harney County.
Klamath N.W.R., from 31 March
Photo/Steve Dowlan
to 27 April (Kevin Spencer). This
is the most reliable eastside site
than seven sites, with positive
the period (m.ob.). Eighteen
for this species, but they typically
nesting evidence coming from
Solitary Sandpipers appeared
remain for only a day or two
at least four of these sites. By
statewide 17 April to 11 May;
during north and southbound
the end of April, 28 stilts were
one at Klamath Falls 22 April
at F.R.R. (Daniel Farrar), and
(Kevin Spencer) was the only bird journeys. As usual, Marbled
Godwits mostly over-ﬂew
three active nests were observed
eastside. Five Solitaries at Killin
there during mid-May (Dave
Wetlands, near Banks, Washington Oregon’s estuaries with no ﬂocks
greater than six birds and fewer
Irons). Four American Avocets
5 May was the high count (Greg
than 50 reported for the season.
ventured to the westside; a single
Gillson). Greater Yellowlegs
Ruddy Turnstones were all but
bird was at Ankeny 25 April
appear to have rebounded from
absent with just 13 reported
(Sue Burtchett) and three were
their poor showing during the
during the period.
at F.R.R. 11 May (Tom Mickel),
Spring of 2006; small ﬂocks (5
with two remaining there through to 12 birds) were widely reported
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conﬁrmed breeder. Two Wilson’s
at Nehalem, Tillamook 24 May
were likely late migrants (Rich
Hoyer). Red-necked Phalaropes
staged an impressive nearshore ﬂight around 11 May. An
estimated 36,000 Red-neckeds
passed Boiler Bay on that day
(Phil Pickering). Feeding ﬂocks of
2000+ individuals were reported
from several coastal sites 25 to 31
May (ﬁde Harry Nehls). Despite
the huge coastal ﬂight, inland
reports of Red-necked Phalaropes
were unremarkable.
It was an exceptional spring
for Franklin’s Gulls west of the
One of three Forster’s Terns at
Cascades, with four detected in
Cheadle Lake in Lebanon, Linn
May. Three were along the coast
County May 12, 2007 Photo/Jeff
and a singleton was at F.R.R.
Harding
23 May (Don Schrouder et al.).
The Spring 2007 was devoid of
Glaucous Gulls, which arrived
the well-timed northwesterly
during an unprecedented winter
winds that piled up massive
ﬂight, remained well into Spring
numbers of northbound shorebirds producing no fewer than 18
during Spring 2006. Thus, the Red Oregon reports. On 26 March
Knot ﬂight paled in comparison
at least eight Glaucous Gulls
to Spring 2006, yet the total of
inhabited Clatsop (Shawneen
19 birds along the coast from 25
Finnegan, Jeff Gilligan, Bob
April to 18 May still surpassed
Stites). One Glaucous at Portland
most spring totals from Oregon in 23 March (Ed McVicker)
recent decades. Eight Knots at the provided the only inland report.
Necanicum River mouth, Clatsop One or two Glaucous lingered at
8 May was the high count (David Newport to 25 May (Cindy Ashy,
Bailey). Peak tallies of Western
Wayne Hoffman, Rich Hoyer). A
Sandpipers (about 10,000) were
Least Tern on N.S.C.B. 30 May
about ten-fold lower than last
(Dave Lauten, Kathy Castelein)
spring’s high counts. Four Baird’s is Oregon’s 8th record (12 birds
Sandpipers 7 to 12 May was a
total). Three Forster’s Terns at
good showing as this species is
Lebanon, Linn 12 May (Jeff
often unreported during Spring.
Harding) represented the only
Wintering Rock Sandpipers
westside report of this eastside
remained into March at several
breeder. Inshore jaegers were
coastal sites; one at Newport 26
nearly a no-show for the season;
March (Tim Shelmerdine) was
a single Parasitic and a single
the latest reported. A Short-billed
Pomarine were off the Columbia
Dowitcher at Little Houston
River mouth on the last day of the
Lake, Crook 19 May (Chuck
period (31 May) (Mike Patterson).
Gates), was a nice ﬁnd in central
Thick-billed Murres found dead
Oregon, where they are rare in
at Sunset Beach, Clatsop 5 March
Spring. Two Wilson’s Phalarope
(David Bailey) and north of
nests discovered at Finley 18
Bandon 10 March (Russ Namitz)
May (Randy Moore et al.) added
provide Oregon with its 6th and
Benton to the growing list of W.V. 7th records. A bird believed to be
counties where this species is a
a Whiskered Auklet was seen 26
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March from Ecola S.P., Clatsop
(Jeff Gilligan written description,
Shawneen Finnegan). This would
be the Oregon’s ﬁrst if accepted
by the OBRC.
Pigeons – Swallows
A Band-tailed Pigeon at
Klamath Falls 16 April (Julie
Van Moorhem) was on the
eastside, where they are barely
annual. Formerly extremely
rare, White-winged Doves are
now annual and appearing with
increasing frequency. One visited
a Canby, Clackamas feeder 7
March (ﬁde Harry Nehls) and
another White-winged spent 17
to 18 May at Cape Blanco (Terry
Wahl). The Eurasian CollaredDove expansion marches on.
This species has now occurred
in nearly every Oregon county
and small colonies are growing
rapidly at numerous locations.
Observers in some communities
are losing interest in this species
as it becomes an expected part of
the local avifauna. Separate birds
at two Grants Pass locations 10
March and 18 March (ﬁde Dennis
Vroman) provided the 2nd and 3rd
for Josephine and a pair found
near Alvadore 23 May and later
(Dave Irons), was Lane’s 3rd. A
Collared-Dove at Winchester Bay,
Douglas 23 May (B. Delaney)
and three frequenting a Yachats,
Lincoln feeder 5 May and later
(Peg Fulkerson) pioneered new
coastal outposts. On 20 May A
Yellow-billed Cuckoo stopped
over at Fields, where this species
is near annual during Spring
(Doug Robberson). Single
Common Nighthawks at Bend 22
May (Jim Johnson) and Portland
26 May (Andy Frank) were the
earliest returnees to the eastside
and westside respectively. The
New River, Coos area continues
to be a hotspot for viewing
northbound Black Swifts. On
16 May 175 passed this site
during a 30-minute span (Tim
Rodenkirk). Additional sightings

Black-chinned Hummingbird, Malheur NWR Headquarters, Harney County 12 May 2007.
Photo/Steve Dowlan
throughout the day ultimately
(ﬁde Harry Nehls). A male Black- singles at Astoria 10 April (Troy
produced a one-day record 248
chinned Hummingbird at Lorane
Guy), at Eugene 22 April (Anne
Black Swifts (Tim Rodenkirk).
30 April (ﬁde Tom Mickel) was
Montgomery) and Portland 27
On 22 May Rodenkirk counted
about the 11th for Lane. Similarly
April (Wink Gross). Single Least
another 211 Black Swifts passing rare for Lane was the Costa’s
Flycatchers were at Malone
New River. On the same day
Hummingbird that visited Veneta
Springs on Upper Klamath Lake
144 were tallied over N.S.C.B.
4 May (ﬁde Tom Mickel).
28 May (Kevin Spencer, Dan
(25 miles to the north) during a
Calliope Hummingbirds at Bend
and Anne Heyerly) and at Fields
one-hour period (Dave Lauten,
29 March (Jim Moodie) and
the same day (Alan Contreras).
Kathy Castelein). The last
Grants Pass 30 March (Dennis
Hammond’s Flycatchers at
Vroman) were about a week
chapter of this extravaganza
Toledo, Lincoln 7 April (Darrel
was written on 23 May when
ahead of schedule. The nearly 30
Faxon) and Eugene 12 April
Rodenkirk observed 110 more
Calliopes reported from the W.V.
(Anne Heyerly) were slightly
Black Swifts during a 40-minute
and nearby foothills 15 April to 6 early. Gray Flycatcher made
span. These sightings represent
May was roughly triple the norm. a typical W.V. showing with
the four largest one-day totals
At least eight visited the Albany/
four reported 1-4 May. Dusky
ever for Oregon (Combs 2003a).
Corvallis area during the period
Flycatchers were even more
Small groups (4-6 birds) of Black (ﬁde Joel Geier) and no fewer
conspicuous on the westside with
Swifts were noted at three other
than six passed through Eugene
about 10 in the W.V. from 24
coastal sites 12-18 May and a
15 to 29 April.
April on, and a single bird on the
total of 22 were reported from
outer coast at Astoria 22 April
Three Red-naped Sapsuckers
(Mike Patterson). The ten Say’s
ﬁve W.V. locations 7 to 20 May
wandered to the westside, with
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Magnolia Warbler, Malheur NWR 28 May 2007.
Photo/Greg Gillson http://thebirdguide.com
Phoebes west of the Cascades
human encroachment have left
from 3 March to 1 April was
little suitable habitat. A group
about the norm; two were along
of 6 to 10 Bank Swallows along
the coast and the remaining birds
the Columbia River near St.
were in the W.V. By 26 May
Helens 12 May, might indicate the
Eastern Kingbirds had returned
presence of another new westside
to S.R.M., their only westside
colony (Jay Withgott et al.).
breeding site (John Fitchen, Bill
Parids -- Finches
Bradford). Single Scissor-tailed
A Mountain Chickadee was
Flycatchers enlivened Fields
far removed from its normal
20 May (Doug Robberson)
haunts when it visited Sherwood,
and Malheur 21-26 May
Washington on 8 March (Doug
(Doug Schonewald, m.ob.). A
Loggerhead Shrike at the Portland Robberson). Two Juniper
Titmice were at Langell Valley in
Airport 5 April (Dave Helzer)
eastern Klamath 27 April (Kevin
was the only westside report. A
Spencer). Local efforts to better
Warbling Vireo in Corvallis 6
understand
the distribution of this
April (W. Douglas Robinson)
Great
Basin
specialist continue
was a full two weeks ahead of
to
stretch
their
known range
schedule. Single Plumbeous
westward.
Two
of the three Rock
Vireos were at Malheur 19 May
Wrens
that
wandered
to the
(Owen Schmidt) and 24-26 May
westside
lowlands
were
found
(Tim Rodenkirk, Dave Irons). A
within
sight
of
the
ocean;
one
Western Scrub-Jay was on the
was
at
Bandon
12
May
(Khanh
outer coast at Coos Bay, where
Tran) and another was at Devil’s
rare, 11 March (Russ Namitz).
Elbow S.P. north of Florence 13
Two Scrub-Jays at Arlington,
Gilliam 29 March (Darrel Faxon) May (Barb Combs). The third,
found at Corvallis 15 May (Joel
were east of their normal range
Geier), was less adventuresome.
along the mid-Columbia. A
singing Horned Lark near Roy 21 The season’s ﬁrst Blue-gray
to 30 March (Lars Norgren et al.) Gnatcatcher returned to Grants
Pass, Josephine 29 March (Phil
was rare for Washington, where
Hicks). Mountain Bluebirds
rapid population growth and
showed well on the westside with
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ﬁve birds found from 18 March to
19 April. Two made it to the outer
coast; a single visited Floras Lake,
Curry 18 March (Russ Namitz)
and another was on N.S.C.B. 4
April (Tim Rodenkirk). A male
found in the Klamath Mountains
along the Curry/Josephine border
21 May (ﬁde Romain Cooper),
could be a local breeder. The
habitat is suitable and there was
at least one detection in that area
during the Oregon Breeding
Bird Atlas project (Adamus et
al. 2001). Single Townsend’s
Solitaires were at Portland 4
April (John Fitchen) and at
Sauvie Island (Doug Baker)
and Astoria on 7 April (Mike
Patterson). These sightings add
to what has become a consistent
pattern of Solitaires appearing
in the westside lowlands during
spring migration. Two Solitaires
at Corvallis 22 May (Tom
Snetsinger) were about a month
later than most westside migrants.
On 18 May a heavy nocturnal
passage of Swainson’s Thrushes
was noted over Eugene (Dave
Irons), Corvallis (Jamie Simmons)
and Portland (Jay Withgott). The
passage over Eugene was the
best in recent memory. Visiting
birders enjoyed Gray Catbirds at
Malheur 27 May (Paul Sullivan
et al.) and Roaring Springs Ranch
south of Frenchglen 31 May (Rich
Hoyer). This species is a rare-butannual transient during late-May
at Harney oases. Six Northern
Mockingbirds, all westside, were
detected the period. Four were
along the outer coast. Longstaying, yet elusive, the Brown
Thrasher that wintered southeast
of Eugene was last seen 21 March
(Daphne Turner). Two small
ﬂocks (3 to 5 birds) of Bohemian
Waxwings found in Bend on 3
March (Peter Low) and 5 March
(Marilyn Miller), were south and
west of their normal wintering
range.
The only Tennessee Warbler of

the season was not at Malheur, but
showed up west of the Cascades
at Milwaukie, Clackamas
20 May (John Allinger). The
widespread arrival of Orangecrowned Warblers 10-18 March
was about a week earlier than
normal. On 4 March extremely
early birds were at Cloverdale,
Tillamook (Wink Gross) and
east of the Cascades at Klamath
Falls (Kevin Spencer). Both of
these birds were likely wintering
locally. Inclement weather on
21 April produced a spectacular
fallout of 200 Orange-crowneds
and about 30 Nashville Warblers
at Eugene’s Skinner Butte Park
(Maitreya, Barry McKenzie).
Early Nashvilles reached
Josephine by the ﬁrst week of
April; singles were at Cave

Junction 3 April (Romain Cooper)
and Merlin 7 April (Dennis
Vroman). Two Northern Parulas
enlivened Harney, where they
are annual in Spring; one was at
Malheur 13 May (Duncan Evered)
and another stopped at Fields
28 May (Alan Contreras). This
season’s Chestnut-sided Warbler
was near Lakeview 29 May
(Jeff Harding). Three separate
Magnolia Warblers visited
Malheur 17 to 28 May (Owen
Schmidt, Mike Denny, m.ob).
This species has averaged about
one per spring (in Oregon) since
1980 (OBRC records). A very
wet cold front pushed through
Oregon 19 to 24 April, grounding
thousands of Yellow-rumped
Warblers. “Hundreds” of Yellowrumps were about Grants Pass

on 19 April (Dennis Vroman).
Yellow-rumpeds, predominantly
coronata, blanketed the Eugene
area 21-22 April (Maitreya, Dave
Irons), and 300 at Klamath Falls
22 April (Kevin Spencer) was
the eastside’s high count. Blackthroated Gray Warblers rebounded
from their paltry showing of
Spring 2006 when they arrived
late and in very low numbers.
They were back on schedule
this season, arriving throughout
western Oregon 3 to 7 April (ﬁde
Harry Nehls), with peak counts
of more than 20 birds at both
Skinner Butte and Mt. Tabor.
Oregon’s 11th Black-throated
Green Warbler was seen and
heard singing at Finley 25 April
(W. Douglas Robinson). This is
very early date for a long-distance

Common Grackle at the Headquarters of Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 12 May, 2007.
Photo/Steve Dowlan
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Great-tailed Grackle, Curry
County 25 May, 2007.
Photo/Lois Miller
vagrant, suggesting that this
bird wintered a lot closer than
the tropics. A Hermit Warbler
that wintered in Salem was last
seen 10 March (Judy Vincent),
while another Hermit at Eugene
17 April (Don Schrouder) either
wintered locally or was nearly
two weeks early. Oregon had
three Palm Warblers including
two winter holdovers plus one at
Cape Blanco 4 May (Terry Wahl).
A Blackpoll Warbler at Malheur
27 May (Dean Hale) was a good
spring ﬁnd as the overwhelming
majority of West Coast records
involve fall immatures. An early
Black-and-White Warbler was in
a Portland yard 5 May (Jim and
Sandy Leaptrott) and another
was at Frenchglen 27 May
(Alan Contreras). An American
Redstart at Malheur 28 May (Alan
Contreras) was the only Oregon
report. A Worm-eating Warbler
at Malheur 15 May (Duncan
Evered) would be Oregon’s 3rd if
accepted by the OBRC. A Yellowbreasted Chat on the coast at
Lincoln City 17 May, was only
about the 6th record for heavilybirded Lincoln (Phil Pickering).
A Chat at Wood River Wetlands
on Upper Klamath Lake 28 May
was nearly as rare for Klamath
where they are surprisingly tough
to come by (Kevin Spencer). The
long-staying Summer Tanager
was last seen at Alvadore, Lane on

5 April (Jim and Gloria Jacobson).
A ﬁrst-year male Summer Tanager
brightened Malheur on 27 May
(m.ob.). An American Tree
Sparrow attended a Port Orford,
Curry feeder 14-18 March (Lois
Miller photo, see back cover). A
wintering Clay-colored Sparrow
remained at North Bend, Coos
to 26 March (Barbara Grifﬁn).
Far less expected was another
Clay-colored on N.S.C.B 29 May
(Dave Lauten, Kathy Castelein).
This species is extremely rare
west of the Cascades after early
April. Seven Lark Sparrows
were at Cape Blanco on 10 May
(Terry Wahl). They appear here
annually in small numbers, likely
overshoots from breeding areas
in the Rogue Valley less than 100
miles to the east. This is not the
case on the north coast where
Lark Sparrows are decidedly less
than annual. Thus one at Cascade
Head 19 May provided a rare
Tillamook record (Phil Pickering).
Three Black-throated Sparrows
strayed to western Oregon; singles
were at Corvallis 8 May (Joe
Fontaine), at White City, Jackson
15 May (Jim Harleman) and at
Heceta Head north of Florence
22 May (Joe Harrington).
Single Swamp Sparrows were
at Finley 10 and 28 April (W.
Douglas Robinson). The latter is
Oregon’s 4th latest spring record
(Combs 2003b). A wintering
Harris’s Sparrow was at Canby,
Clackamas until 13 March (Mark
Rudolph) and a migrant stopped at
a Brookings feeder 4 May (Sheila
Chambers).
Oregon’s two Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were slightly below
recent spring averages. A female
was at Frenchglen 26 May and
later(Dave Irons, Tim Janzen)
and a male was at Fields the
same day (Maitreya et al.).
The only Indigo Bunting of the
season was at Paulina, Crook
19 May (Chuck Gates). A very
large colony containing about
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250 Tricolored Blackbirds
was discovered near Umapine,
Umatilla 20 May (Mike Denny).
A smaller colony of about 20
birds at Sutherlin, Douglas, is the
only active westside colony north
of the Rogue Valley (Jim Hein).
In central Oregon, similarly-sized
colonies of Tricoloreds continue
north of Prineville and near the
small community of O’Neil in
Crook (Chuck Gates). A Yellowheaded Blackbird at N.S.C.B.
12 May (Tim Rodenkirk) was a
coastal rarity. Now annual during
spring in Harney, solo Common
Grackles visited Malheur 12 May
and Fields on 16 May. When
ﬁrst detected during the 1980’s
virtually all of Oregon’s Greattailed Grackles were showing
up on the eastside. This spring,
six of Oregon’s nine birds were
west of the Cascade crest and ﬁve
of those were along the coast.
Two at Malheur 18 May (Owen
Schmidt) and a singleton at Wood
River Wetlands, Klamath 28 May
(Kevin Spencer) were the only
eastside birds. A male Baltimore
Oriole at Malheur’s Benson Pond
was enjoyed and photographed
by the Memorial Day hordes
25 May+ (Dave Herr, m.ob.).
A wintering Bullock’s Oriole
inhabited Astoria to 9 March
(Mike Patterson). The ﬁve Pine
Grosbeaks wintering at Todd Lake
in the high Cascades, Deschutes,
remained until 17 March (Steve
Dougill). Similarly, one-two Pine
Grosbeaks frequented a northwest
Portland neighborhood until about
15 March (Wink Gross). For the
third consecutive spring Red
Crossbills were abundant across
central and western Oregon.
Following the pattern of prior
years, they were particularly
prevalent along the outer coast,
as evidenced by the 600 reported
from Cascade Head on 28 May
(Phil Pickering).
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Sage Sparrow, Double-O Road, Harney County 6 April, 2007. Photo/Steve Dowlan
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Photo Gallery: Crane Dance
Steve Dowlan

canyonwren@centurytel.net

Three images of Greater Sandhill Cranes dancing on Greenhouse Lane, south of Burns, Harney County on
March 15, 2007

Photographs on the back cover, clockwise from the upper left:
A Baltimore Oriole at Benson Pond on 28 May 2007 contributed to Russ Namitz’ big year. Photo/Russ
Namitz
American Tree Sparrow, Curry County March 2007. Photo/Lois Miller
Great-tailed Grackles, Malheur NWR Harney County, 18 May 2007 Photo/Dave Herr
The Oregon Rare Bird Committee requests records for a few rare subspecies that may become full species.
This Red Fox Sparrow was at a feeder in Curry County. Photo/Lois Miller
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