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Harry Nehls Receives OFO’s First “Lifetime Service Award”
David S. Irons, 2125 Hayes St. Eugene, Oregon 97405. (llsdirons@msn.com)
If the worth of a person is
measured by the impact and
inﬂuence they have on those
around them, then Harry Nehls
has few equals. On June 23,
2007 Harry was presented
with the ﬁrst Oregon Field
Ornithologists “Lifetime Service
Award” recognizing his nearly
half century of service to the
Oregon birding community. His
contributions have been many and
varied.
Harry’s initial curiosity about
birds was inspired by gulls, which
gathered daily on the athletic

ﬁelds of Portland’s Benson
High School when he attended
school there in the late 1940’s.
He noticed right away that there
must be several different species
present based on the subtle
differences in size, shape, and
pattern, and he wanted to know
more. It speaks volumes about
Harry’s makeup to discover
that his earliest efforts at bird
identiﬁcation involved a family of
species many experienced birders
avoid ever making an effort to
learn. He obtained a copy of
Gabrielson and Jewett’s Birds of

Harry Nehls accepted a Lifetime Service Award from Oregon Field
Ornithologists at their annual meeting in Bend on June 23, 2007.
Photo/Maitreya

Oregon (1940), which he used as
his ﬁrst reference guide. In about
1950 he found his way to the
Oregon Audubon Society (now
the Audubon Society of Portland),
of which he has been a member
ever since. Over the past 30 years
or more Harry has conducted
many gull identiﬁcation
workshops and ﬁeld trips for
Portland Audubon.
By the time I met Harry in
1970, he was already somewhat
of an icon around the Portland
Audubon Society (PAS as it
was known then). He regularly
presented Friday night programs
and led several ﬁeld trips each
year. He began writing the ﬁeld
notes for ‘The Warbler’ (the
PAS newsletter) in 1965 and has
continued writing this monthly
column through the present.
Approximately 500 columns
later, this remains a labor of love
for Harry. When I asked which
of his works most satisﬁed him,
he responded, “The ﬁeld notes
writing in ‘The Warbler’ of
course. It is very satisfying as
it’s very casual and enjoyable
writing.” I asked if he ever
envisioned that he would still be
doing ‘The Warbler’ ﬁeld notes
more than 40 years after he ﬁrst
undertook the task. He replied,
“Prior to my articles, bird notes
in ‘The Warbler’ were very casual
and inconsistent and weren’t
overly instructive. I ﬁgured I
would be doing it for quite a while
when I started.” His philosophy
when leading ﬁeld trips is equally
straightforward. “It is mainly
bird identiﬁcation and habitat
preferences. If people know what
birds need, there is no reason to
go into details on conservation. A
casual hint is sufﬁcient.”
In addition to his columns for
‘The Warbler,’ Harry became a
Regional editor for American
Birds (AB) in 1966. In this
capacity Harry and John Crowell
Jr. wrote quarterly summaries
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of interesting bird sightings for
the western portions of Oregon
and Washington, and southwest
British Columbia, referred to
as the Northern Paciﬁc Coast
Region. They were Regional
editors from 1966 through 1977.
In 1968 David Marshall, who was
a biologist with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and a member
of Portland Audubon, encouraged
Harry to become Oregon’s ﬁrst
statewide coordinator for the
U.S. Geological Survey Breeding
Bird Survey (BBS), which was
just getting started in the West.
Harry accepted this position and
has held it ever since. In addition
to recruiting statewide volunteer
surveyors, Harry ran many routes
himself, including his favorite
along the west side of the Alvord
Basin, which he ran for 30 years.
My ﬁrst experience with the BBS
occurred while accompanying
Harry on the Alvord route in June
1980. I recorded data and timed
the point counts as he called
out the species he was hearing.
On that day I learned the song
of the Sage Sparrow…”say see
saw see saw see” was how Harry
described it. It was on that same
trip that I found my ﬁrst vagrant
warbler, a male Magnolia at
Fields.
I was just one of many birders
young and old who at some point
came under Harry’s tutelage.
Jeff Gilligan, the late Mark
Koninendyke, Alan Contreras,
David Fix, Tom Love and Rob
Fergus are among the many others
who felt Harry’s inﬂuence when
they were new to birding. All of
us have gone on to mentor other
birders and “pass forward” some
of what Harry taught us.
In taking on the responsibilities
listed above, Harry quickly
became the “go-to guy” for
reporting bird sightings,
developing a network of
contributors from all over Oregon,
Washington and B.C. Even after
“retiring” as a Regional editor
for AB, now North American
Birds (NAB), Harry continued
on as a “sub-Regional editor”

producing annotated lists of
sightings for Oregon that were
used by subsequent Regional
editors as they wrote their reports.
Since 2003 I’ve served as the
NAB Regional editor for Oregon.
Harry’s compilations of sightings
are invaluable in crafting my
seasonal summaries. Most
importantly, they are -- without
fail -- in my mailbox within 10
days of the end of each reporting
period.
As Harry’s reputation grew, he
was often invited to give talks
and lead ﬁeld trips for Audubon
Societies and bird clubs all over
Oregon. Harry asserts, “I believe
I have led a ﬁeld trip or given
a program for all of Oregon’s
Audubon Societies and bird
clubs.” The trips and programs
he’s done for PAS alone number
well into the hundreds. The tally
of Oregonians who have learned
something about birds from
Harry Nehls is certainly into the
thousands, possibly even tens of
thousands. In 1977 PAS began
putting out a weekly Rare Bird
Alert (RBA) phone message.
Harry has been the only voice that
callers to the RBA tape have ever
known. “If you have anything
to add, call Harry Nehls at 2333976.” Prior to the invention of
the Internet, and formation of
OBOL in 1995, this was how
the Oregon birding community
kept tabs on the rare birds being
reported statewide. If you weren’t
hearing Harry’s voice on a weekly
basis, you were out of touch.
During the late 1970’s this new
source of timely reporting led
active birders to start “chasing”
rarities. Suddenly birders from
the far corners of the state
began meeting each other face
to face for the ﬁrst time…on
the shorebird ﬂats at Bayocean
Spit, at the South Jetty of the
Columbia River, or in the
woodlot oasis at Fields. As
such encounters became more
and more frequent, it became
obvious that Oregon needed a
statewide organization for serious
birders. In 1978 the Southern
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Willamette Ornithological Club,
which was already publishing a
journal, morphed into Oregon
Field Ornithologists. One of
the ﬁrst orders of business was
to organize a state bird records
committee. The Oregon Bird
Records Committee (OBRC)
was born in 1978. Harry was a
logical choice to be one of the
nine original committee members.
After serving as a voting member
of the committee for more than
a decade, Harry took over as the
non-voting secretary of the OBRC
in 1990. His continuing tenure as
secretary has now surpassed the
combined years of service of all
the other secretaries.
One constant among all Harry’s
contributions has been writing.
He has authored or co-authored
three books on birds of various
regions of Oregon. In addition
to major works, Harry has
authored numerous short notes
and articles for Oregon Birds,
making him one of this journal’s
most proliﬁc contributors. Finally,
he was recognized as the “Senior
Contributor” to the landmark
Birds of Oregon: A General
Reference (BOGR). Published
in 2003, BOGR was the long
sought after modern version
of Gabrielson and Jewett, the
book that started it all for Harry.
David Marshall, who was the
Senior Editor of this volume,
expressed the following thoughts
about Harry in a tribute he wrote
for the Lifetime Service Award
presentation.
“I have known Harry from
the time he ﬁrst showed up at
Portland Audubon events in the
early 1960s. He soon grew into
one of those unusual people who
became a professional-grade
ornithologist without formal
training.
I called upon Harry numerous
times; he never turned me down.
One of the cases was when I was
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and asked him to head
up the Breeding Bird Survey for
Oregon. This began the ﬁrst year
it was instituted here.

I recognize there are numerous
other accomplishments, but I want
to mention his role in the writing
of Birds of Oregon: A General
Reference. First off, he was the
obvious choice to write-up the
accounts for about 135 vagrants
or accidentally occurring species
that are in the book. When I asked
if he would do this, the reply
was something like, “Sure -anything you need, Dave.” Then
we ended up with some regularly
occurring species, which no one
volunteered to write accounts for.
Again I would call Harry and tell
him of my problem. I would get
the same answer. When it came
time to write the title page, I
could not think of anything better
than listing Harry as the Senior
Contributor.”

Malheur always improves when
Harry shows up. Dr. Herman
offered this tribute to Harry.
“I go there (Malheur) now as
much to see Harry as I do to see
birds. Before I was remaindered, I
introduced all my students to him.
Most didn’t know his importance
or his celebrity, but they will
learn one day. In 1954 an M.D.
friend of mine took me to Jewish
Hospital in Denver and introduced
me to a dying Olaus Murie; it was
years before I truly appreciated
that introduction.”
David Fix, who now resides
in Arcata, CA, is among those
most inﬂuenced by Harry. Fix
is now highly respected elder
statesman in Humboldt County’s
thriving birding community.
He co-authored the Atlas
of the Breeding Birds
of Humboldt County,
California (published in
2005) and also co-authored
Lone Pine Press’s Birds of
Northern California (Fix and
Bezener 2000). Fix shared
these insights about Harry’s
inﬂuence on him.
“I met Harry early in the
morning August 30, 1974, as
he offered me a ride to his
Tillamook trip. Immediately,
I enjoyed his company,
and his personality, and
we ultimately did a great
many trips together in the
David Irons presenting the Lifetime
‘70s. Harry became my
Service Award to Harry Nehls
ﬁrst birding mentor, and
for his success in that role
Photo/Maitreya
I can’t thank him enough,
To anyone who has known him
even
by
paying him back the gas
for any length of time, he is
money
I
probably still owe him.
simply Harry. Words like quiet,
unassuming, modest, and humble His encouragement and example
helped enable me to look at birds
are most often used to describe
in a straightforward way while
him. Within the Oregon birding
still enjoying them esthetically.
community, you only have to
Each of us knows how critical it is
say his ﬁrst name and everyone
knows who you are talking about. for a ﬂedgling interest to catch ﬁre
fully. Harry’s expertise as a birder,
Almost any Oregon birder you
and also as a student of Oregon’s
meet can relate a favorite story
geography, served up plenty of
about running into Harry far
early lessons.
aﬁeld, or taking a trip with him.
Steve Herman, a retired college
Today’s younger birders might
professor who taught classes at
have little idea of how great
Malheur for nearly three decades, Harry’s inﬂuence was on
maintains that slow birding at
propagating the interest of many

who are now, themselves, getting
to be Oregon’s birding elders.
That he co-authored the old
“Northern Paciﬁc Coast” column
in American Birds, or maintained
the OBRC ﬁles, matters far less
than the essence of his adult
life--which has been to increase
awareness and respect for birds as
a collection of creatures neither
greater nor lesser, just nations of
other beings doing their ancient
thing and attempting to survive.
For this service to the people of
the Paciﬁc Northwest, I take my
battered ball cap off to my old
friend Harry Nehls.
Unlike most birders, Harry has
never been one to run all over
the globe in an effort to build up
a big list. Since retirement from
his career with the U.S. Postal
Service, he certainly has had the
time to do so. I asked him why he
doesn’t travel out of state more.
Again his response tells us much.
“I have been known to drift into
Washington occasionally and I
have birded in California and a
bit in Nevada. I am a rather casual
lister, so I am not attracted to
seeing a lot of different species.
You don’t learn much about a
bird or a location if you only
visit it once or twice. Oregon is
a diverse state; you don’t have to
go far to ﬁnd interesting birds and
habitats.”
An entire issue could be ﬁlled
with tributes to Harry. The OFO
Lifetime Service Award was
created to honor those who enrich
our community in an exceptional
way. This is not an award that
will be presented annually, or
frequently. It will be reserved for
those rare individuals who make
a lasting impact through their
leadership, teaching, writings and
long-time service. Harry is the
embodiment of these ideals and
this award was in part inspired by
his unique set of contributions. To
say it was a privilege to present
this award to Harry would be an
understatement. I have witnessed
lots of people receiving lots of
awards, but never have I seen one
so richly deserved.
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Bird Species Inventory in Beazell Memorial Forest
Karl Fairchild dendroicaman@peak.org
Jim Fairchild alderspr@peak.org
W. Douglas Robinson douglas.robinson@oregonstate.edu
Introduction
Beazell Memorial Forest is a Benton County Park that was established in 2000 as a result of a land
donation by the late Fred Beazell
in honor of his wife, Dolores May
Beazell. The park was opened to
the public in June of 2004. Beazell Memorial Forest is approximately 586 acres and is located in
the Coast Range portion of Benton County. Beazell features many
habitat types, but is mostly forested, with the dominant species
being Douglas-ﬁr, Oregon White
Oak and Big-leaf Maple. It is
located in Kings Valley, Oregon,
and has approximate latitudes
and longitudes of 44.650°N and
123.41°W, respectively (Benton
County Natural Areas and Parks
Dept.).

Our objectives were to create an
inventory of the bird species present, so a checklist of species could
be developed for public use, and
also to establish baseline data of
species present at the new park.
Methods
We inventoried birds across the
entire year by conducting monthly
visits from April 2003 to March
2004. Most surveys were informal
and involved walking large areas
of the park and simply noting all
the bird species present. Visits
averaged 2-4 hours in length and
each survey covered approximately a quarter of the park, with
different areas being surveyed
each month. We also conducted
systematic, organized point count
surveys in June 2003 and June

2006.
The intensive point count surveys
were done at a series of points
laid out in a grid format of the
park. A total of twelve points
were visited, with each one being placed a quarter mile in any
cardinal direction from its nearest
neighbor. Each point was visited
four times per survey season, with
the observer remaining quietly at
the point for two minutes before
beginning a ten-minute survey.
During each survey, the observer
recorded each individual bird detected, noting species and distance
from observer. The two observers
visited each point twice in each
year, and regularly practiced distance estimations for consistency.
To evaluate the thoroughness of
our inventory, we created an effort
curve. An effort curve graphically
illustrates the cumulative number
of species encountered as a function of total time spent searching
for birds. As effort increases, fewer previously unobserved species
are found. Therefore, when an
effort curve approaches or reaches
a plateau, it can be concluded that
the species inventory is relatively
complete. We inventoried species
at Beazell Memorial Forest until
our effort curve reached a plateau.
To assure even greater completeness, the live-in property stewards
were contacted for any additional
bird sightings, which were added
into the best-ﬁtting month.
Results and Discussion

Beazell Memorial Forest is a Benton County park that opened to the
public in 2004. Photo/Jim Fairchild.
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We spent a total of 84.5 hours
surveying for birds at Beazell and
found 76 species (Appendix). Our
effort curve reached a plateau on

to be of conservation interest
were found, including Western
Bluebird, Purple Martin, Pileated
Woodpecker, and Olive-sided
Flycatcher. Beazell Memorial Forest management intends to protect
habitat for these and other species
typical of a Coast Range habitat
(ITS Management, Inc.).
Our species inventory establishes
a current list of species present at
the park, which can be compared
to future inventories to evaluate
changes in species composition as
habitat types change due to natural or human-caused events.
Figure 1. Hours-based effort curve of birds present during surveys at
Beazell Memorial Forest, Benton County, Oregon
the second-to-last day of intensive
point count surveys in June of
2006 (Fig. 1). All the species of
birds expected to be present in the
Coast Range forest habitat type
were found, along with several
species more commonly associated with oak savannah habitat,
such as Lazuli Bunting and Chipping Sparrow. The most common
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Appendix
Table 1. Complete list of bird
species found at Beazell Memorial
Forest, Benton County, Oregon.
Species
Ruffed Grouse
Blue Grouse
Mountain Quail
California Quail
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Merlin
Band-tailed Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Rufous Hummingbird
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker

Olive-sided Flycatcher
Western Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Hammond’s Flycatcher
Paciﬁc-slope Flycatcher
Cassin’s Vireo
Hutton’s Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Gray Jay
Steller’s Jay
Western Scrub-Jay
American Crow
Common Raven
Purple Martin
Violet-green Swallow
Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee
Chestnut-backed Chickadee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
Bewick’s Wren
House Wren
Winter Wren
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Western Bluebird
Swainson’s Thrush
Hermit Thrush

Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2
October, Arizona Creek
Canyon, Harney County.
Photo/Steve Dowlan
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American Robin
Varied Thrush
Wrentit
European Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Orange-crowned Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Black-throated Gray Warbler
Townsend’s Warbler
Hermit Warbler
MacGillivray’s Warbler
Common Yellowthroat
Wilson’s Warbler
Western Tanager
Spotted Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
White-crowned Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Black-headed Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Brown-headed Cowbird
House Finch
Red Crossbill
Pine Siskin
American Goldﬁnch
Evening Grosbeak

A Report of Hooliganism in American Crows Harrassing a Burrowing Owl
Cindy Ashy, tunicate89@yahoo.com

Editor’s Note: One of the interesting birds of the fall of 2006 was a Burrowing Owl that appeared in Newport, Lincoln County at 111 SW 10th Street, often perching near a sign for the Sports Therapy and Wellness
Center. The owl was brought to the attention of the Oregon birding community on 29 November by Range
Bayer, who had been alerted by Patty Sorenson. Patty saw and photographed the owl on 25 November, after
overhearing a conversation about it while in line at the Craft Warehouse. The owl attracted considerable
attention, and was eventually moved to a safer location. Cindy Ashy observed the behavior described below
on 1 December. - jmh
This morning I checked all the
dunes, roof tops, tree tops, sign
posts, and beaches between south
South Beach SP and Nye Beach
and could not locate the reported
Snowy Owl, our early Christmas
gift from Santa’s Winter Wonderland. In the middle of all the
searching I swung by the Wellness
Center and right where everyone
has reported, just under the big
sign was the Burrowing Owl. But

it was not looking very happy because this over-sized crow (so big
it made the owl look like a dwarf)
kept harrassing the heck out of
the owl. The crow would kinda
spread out its wings, crouch down
and squawk at it almost right in
its face, then ﬂy up a few feet and
appear like it was going to land
on the owl’s head and at the last
minute land just to the side of the
owl. It continued, switching sides

back and forth, then a smaller
crow landed on top of the sign
and the two crows seemed to talk
back and forth for a while. Then
the smaller crow began to spend
a lot of time lining itself up with
the owl just right (this is a very
tall sign and the crow was standing on the top) to defecate on the
owl. The feces bomb ﬂew but
barely missed, and the owl looked
straight up at the crow. The large
crow at the bottom seemed
to “fuss” at the smaller crow
for missing, so the small
crow looked down several
times and seemed to try to
line up with the owl just right
again. It was quite obvious
what the crow was doing - it
would move just slightly one
way, look down, and then
move slightly the other way.
Finally it defecated again,
this time just barely missing
to the other side of the owl.
The larger crow really put up
a fuss this time and after all
the squawking ﬂew away in
seeming disgust. The little
crow stayed and gave it one
more try but barely missed
again, then ﬂew away leaving the owl looking really
miserable.

Burrowing Owl, Newport,
Lincoln County, 9 December
2006. Photo/Steve Dowlan
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The Arrival of Tricolored Blackbirds in the Walla Walla Valley
of Northern Umatilla County, Oregon
Mike and MerryLynn Denny 1354 SE Central Ave. College Place, WA 99324m.denny@charter.net
This spectacular blackbird species
was ﬁrst discovered by Thomas
Nuttall near Santa Barbara, California in 1836. Nuttall collected
a specimen which he sent off to
John James Audubon declaring
that he was sure that this blackbird migrated into Oregon (Bent
1958).
History of this species in Umatilla Co.
Tricolored Blackbirds (Agelaius
tricolor) were ﬁrst observed in
Umatilla County in the spring
of 1989 in a wetland along I-84
south of Hinkle and west of Stanﬁeld. This colony, ﬁrst discovered
by Linda Weiland, Pat Muller
and Jamie Simmons on 25 April
1989, was comprised of 12-15
birds ( Anderson 1989). That year
these birds were last reported on
8 June by Paul Sullivan (Anderson 1990). Craig Corder reported
checking this location on 16 April

1992. He observed more than 100
birds on site and saw evidence of
nesting (Evanich 1992, Spencer
2003). Paul Sullivan visited on 16
June 1992 and located 13 males
on site ( Evanich 1992b). This
colony now averages 45-60 breeding birds each spring. Prior to
the discovery of this colony near
Stanﬁeld, Tricolored Blackbirds
were unknown from northeastern
Oregon (Gabrielson & Jewett
1940).
Hopeful searching and slim
results
We have been sorting through
winter blackbird ﬂocks near cattle
feedlots over the last ten years in
the hope of locating this expanding species population in the
Walla Walla Valley. On 24 Feb.
2005 we located a single bright
male Tricolored Blackbird along
Stateline Road just across the state
line in Washington. The bird was

One of the 22 Tricolored Blackbird males that came to our Walla
Walla County, Washington feeders on 3 May 2007. The colony was
only six miles away as the blackbird ﬂies. All were from the Umatilla
County colony. Photo/MerryLynn Denny.
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in a mixed ﬂock of 1100 Brewers and Red-winged Blackbirds.
On 6 Jan. 2007 we found an adult
pair of Tricolored Blackbirds in a
cattle feedlot along Rencken Road
in northern Umatilla County.
These birds were in a mixed ﬂock
of 1800 Brewers and Red-winged
Blackbirds. Later on 6 Jan. 2007
we encountered a lone bright
adult male Tricolored Blackbird at
the Tom Williams Feedlots along
Stateline Road just inside Umatilla Co.
Now here we go!
Then on 30 April 2007 in our
garden in Walla Walla County,
Washington, 15 adult Tricolored
Blackbirds dropped in to feed on
millet and sunﬂower seed. By 8
May there were 22 birds arriving
daily in the garden. We noticed
when they left our yard that they
always ﬂew to the southwest toward the Oregon state line.
On 20 May 2007 we ﬁnally had
time to search for a new nesting
colony. We drove the country
roads west and north of Umapine looking for any wetlands or
patches of cattails. As we turned
onto Fruitvale Road from March
Road we encountered a large
rolling ﬂock of blackbirds out in
an alfalfa ﬁeld adjoining a pasture with a small creek running
through it. This feeding behavior is common within the North
American blackbird clan ( Orians
et al 1985). As we watched many
dozens of birds roll into this short
grass wet pasture we realized that
we were looking at close to 100
adult Tricolored Blackbirds. This
is when we ﬁrst heard their unique
calls and songs as they foraged

through the pasture towards us.
Soon they lifted up and ﬂew right
at us and over into another alfalfa
ﬁeld to the southeast of us. We
estimated the ﬂock to be about
120 adult birds. Soon we located
a second sizable ﬂock and several small groups of Tricolored
Blackbirds, all ﬂying off to the
northwest across the big alfalfa
ﬁeld north of the intersection of
Fruitvale and March Roads. Way
out on the edge of a bluff was a
long patch of multi-ﬂoral rose and
poison hemlock growing above a
small creek running to the west.
This was the area that hundreds of
Tricolored Blackbirds were headed for and departing from on their
foraging missions. We had located
the breeding colony in this large
patch of multi-ﬂoral rose mixed
with poison hemlock. Our very
conservative estimate was 250
birds, but most likely upwards of
400 birds were coming and going
from this very noisy colony, the
ﬁrst we are aware of in the Walla
Walla Valley. This was very exciting as we watched through our
scopes as dozens of these black-

birds brought in insects for their
young. We checked the colony on
3 June and it was still very busy.
Our last check came on 29 July
and all the birds were gone with
the colony dispersed.

Bent, A.C. 1958. Life Histories
of North American Blackbirds,
Orioles,tanagers, And Their Allies. U.S.Natl. Museum Bull.
211. (Reprinted in 1965 by Dover
Publ., New York ). 549 p.

It will be interesting to keep
tabs on this population; to see it
expand and to see where it may
show up this coming spring. If
you ﬁnd this interesting blackbird
species anywhere in northeastern
Oregon outside of the Stanﬁeld
colony in the spring season please
let the Pendleton Bird Club know,
or give us an email or call.

Evanich,J. 1992. Fieldnotes: Eastern Oregon, Spring 1992. Oregon
Birds 18(4):124-127
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Comments on Prior Issues:
Oyster Shell - The Missing Link (32:4)
The location of Pat Waldron’s farm was omitted from her article on using oyster shell to attract birds.
Her garden is in rural Linn County, east of Scio. The fact that she has some 400 Band-tailed Pigeons
coming for oyster shell was remarked on as well. Band-tailed Pigeons need minerals, and are dependent on mineral springs at which they congregate in large numbers. These springs are limited, and
expose the pigeons to hunting and disturbance. If providing calcium in the form of oyster shell in
gardens can supplant the need to visit mineral springs, the practice could provide considerable beneﬁt
to the species. - jmh
This remarkable photo of a Little Blue
Heron in company with a Great Egret
at Tualatin River N.W.R. 11 June 2006
is the work of Darin Rhein. When we
published it with the ﬁeld notes for
Summer 2006, we failed to attribute it
to him.
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Join in creating the Willamette Valley Birding Trail!

Joel Geier - (541) 745-5821 or joel.geier@peak.org
Oregon Field Ornithologists is a participant and co-sponsor in the Willamette Valley Birding Trail project.
When completed, the Willamette Valley Birding Trail will be a self-guided auto/bicycle tour that uses existing roads, pull-offs, parking areas, and walking trails to showcase different Willamette Valley bird species.
Why is the Willamette Valley Birding Trail important?
•To enhance the public’s enjoyment of birds and
their habitats in the Willamette Valley.
•To promote understanding and appreciation of
wildlife habitat conservation and stewardship.
•To enhance year-round, low-impact recreational opportunities in the Willamette Valley.
•To attract overnight visitors and boost the economic vitality of communities and businesses
along the trail.
•To link directly with the Oregon Cascades and
Oregon Coast Birding Trails as part of Oregon’s
birding trail network.
Who’s involved:
OFO is working together with the Willamette
Valley’s Audubon chapters, tourism promotion
organizations, Oregon State Parks, Bureau of Land
Management, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife, USDA Forest
Service, and civic and conservation organizations.
Cascade Paciﬁc Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) in Corvallis has taken a leading role
as the project’s ﬁscal sponsor.
Where:
The Willamette Valley Birding Trail will include the
area bounded by the Columbia River on the north,
the Cascades foothills on the east, south to Cottage
Grove, and to the summit of the Coast range on the
west.
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How can you help:
Visit the site nomination form on the web site http://
www.oregonbirdingtrails.org/willamettevalley.htm
by October 31, 2007 to nominate your favorite Willamette Valley birding sites for the trail.
Birders are also welcome to help on the committees that will select birding sites along the proposed
route; raise funds for a website and printed trail
guide, and establish directional and interpretive signage. We aim to have printed trail guides at valley
distribution points by May 2009.
We invite participation as: a trail sponsor; part of
the planning team; nominating proposed birding
sites or ground-truthing them; or as a host for public outreach presentations. We also invite your tax
deductible donations to fund the project by sending
your check to Cascade Paciﬁc RC&D at the address
below. You will receive a letter of receipt for your
donation.
For more information:
Contact OFO’s representative Joel Geier at (541)
745-5821 or joel.geier@peak.org, or Jackie Nichols
at Cascade Paciﬁc Resource Conservation & Development Area at 541.757.4807 or cprcd@qwest.net
Send your tax-deductible donations to:
Cascade Paciﬁc RC&D (in check memo line, include “WV Birding Trail”)
305 SW C Ave., Suite 5
Corvallis, OR 97333-4400

Minutes of the 28th annual meeting of the Oregon Field Ornithologists
held June 23, 2007 in Bend, Oregon
Mary Anne Sohlstrom, Secretary

The business meeting was called
to order by President Dave Tracy
at 7:20 p.m. There were over 60
members attending the weekend.
Board members present:
President Dave Tracy, Secretary
Mary Anne Sohlstrom, Treasurer
Judy Meredith, Director Jeff Harding, Director Dan Heyerly.
Financial report / balance sheet.
Mary Anne Sohlstrom gave the ﬁnancial report (Judy Meredith was
away during that part of the meeting). She circulated paper copies
of the report to attendees. The full
report is available to any member
who wishes it. The summary is
that the bank balances total $26,
683.94 and inventory totals an
additional $7,073.88 for a grand
total of $33.757.82. She also
explained that income, expense
and membership numbers have
remained fairly constant over
the past several years with seasonal changes consistent with the
activity, renewals etc. Mary Anne
offered to forward a more detailed
report to anyone who wishes it.
(See page 12 and 13 below for the
report presented - editor)

OFO Activities
Dave Tracy described the activities of the organization during the
past year including OB, website
ideas and plans, books, family
weekends, volunteer activities and
OFO partnership with Birding
Trails.
Volunteer recognition
Dave recognized Diana Bradshaw
for her many years of volunteering to manage and update the
OFO website. She was not attending the meeting but received a
round of applause.

Nominations for OFO Board
and Ofﬁcers
Dave called for nominations from
the ﬂoor.
Mary Anne Sohlstrom was nominated for Treasurer, accepted
nomination.
Judy Meredith was nominated for
Secretary and accepted.
Dave Tracy was nominated for
President and he agreed to run
again.
David Smith was nominated for
ofﬁcer. He had been asked prior
to the meeting if he was willing
to be nominated and he agreed to
this.
Fundraiser for OFO
Dave asked for any more nominaDan Heyerly explained the history tions from the ﬂoor and no more
of a donation by Claire Watson
were received so nominations
of an original painting by Larry
were closed. Judy Meredith exMcQueen, intended to beneﬁt
plained the process for elections:
OFO. Dan brought the painting to postcard ballots to be postmarked
display and explained the process within 21 days of the meeting to
of the planned auction on ebay.
be valid.
People came up after the meeting
to examine and admire the paintThe 29th Annual OFO meeting.
ing.
Date and location was announced.
The meeting is to be held Sept
26-28, 2008, at Malheur Field

Station.
Birdlist.
Dave Tracy presided over the
countdown. A total of 170 birds
were seen from all the ﬁeld trips.
The full list will go on birdnotes.
Lifetime Service Award.
An award was given by OFO
to Harry Nehls for lifetime service to the organization. David
Irons had gathered input from
many people and other organizations and announced a long list
of contributions and service that
Harry has donated over the past
40 years. The full text of that
presentation is available. (See
page 1, above - editor) Some of
Harry’s many volunteer activities
have included doing ﬁeld notes,
classes, weekly RBA, and being
the OBRC secretary for decades.
On the human side, he helped
many young people get started in
birding, he is kind and welcoming to all birders in all situations
and at birding sites, and the whole
room was smiling, thinking about
personal encounters or classes we
had attended with Harry. Harry
was given an engraved plaque,
a standing ovation and lifetime
membership in OFO. There is a
scholarship fund being started in
his name. A reception followed
for Harry at the end of the meeting, following the program.
The business meeting adjourned
at 8:10 for our program by Arch
McCallum, Ph.D. with his program titled “The Beauty of Spectrograms for Identifying Bird
Sounds”.
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Oregon Field Ornithologists Financial Report
Fiscal Year: 1/1/06 - 12/31/06 - Supplemental Report 1/1/07 - 6/23/07
Presented June 23, 2007; OFO Annual Meeting, Bend, Oregon
Judy Meridith, Treasurer
At the end of ﬁscal year 2006, Oregon Field Ornithologists total bank balances were $26,683.94 with an additional $7073.88 inventory for a total of $33,757.82.
As of June 23, 2007 total bank balances are $25,448.35. In addition we show $7,073.88 as inventory (Rogue
Valley Guide) for a total of $32,522.23.
Total income for 2006 was $11,224.88. Expenses were $11,672.26, resulting in a modest shortfall of
$447.38. The current ﬁscal year reﬂects a shortfall of $1,235.59, however, much of our annual income is
received near year end in the form of Membership Renewals.
Over the past few years our income and expense has remained fairly consistent, usually reaching nearly a
break even point. The value of the Rogue Valley Guide inventory, plus the income generated from the sales
of the Breeding Bird Atlas account for most of our funds. There is also a temporary surplus in the Oregon
Birds account as the publication is behind schedule. This will be absorbed as the publication schedule is corrected.
Overall Oregon Field Ornithologists remains reasonably sound considering the size of the organization. As
always, retaining and expanding our membership base remains our most important challenge. The existence
of “instant information” reﬂected by OBOL and other on-line resources challenges the board of directors to
strive to make OFO relevant to the Oregon Birding community.

Assets, Liabilities, and Equity
Dec 31, 06
Assets
Checking/savings
CD - 1
CD - 2
OFO Checking
Total Checking/savings
Other Assets
Inventory
Total Assets
Liabilities and Equity
Liabilities
Equity
Opening Equity
Net Income
Ending Equity
Total Liabilities & Equity
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2007 - YTD

2,432
3,722
20,530
26,684

2,432
3,722
19,294
25,448

7,074
33,758

7,074
32,522

0

0

34,205
-447
33,758
33,758

33,758
-1,236
32,522
32,522

Income & Expense By Year 2005 - 2006 - 2007 Ytd
Jan - Dec 05
Jan - Dec 06
Jan - June 07
Income
6,237
2,050
Dues
6,115
Donations
872
968
315
Event Registration
4,038
1,398
1,832
Interest
106
168
2
Merchandise Sales
1,608
2,453
547
Total Income
4,746
12,738
11,225
Expense
Postage
Po Box Rent
Printing
Misc
Insurance
Fees
Services
Supplies
Merchandise Purchase
Dues Paid
Total Expense
Net Income

1,095
0
6,102
14
1,063
74
3,826
71
393
400
13,037
-299

1,078
48
6,030
0
962
330
2,396
356
473
0
11,672
-447

TOTAL

761
50
2,953
0
0
39
1,940
238
0
0
5,982
-1,236

14,402
2,155
7,268
276
4,608
28,709

2,934
98
15,085
14
2,025
443
8,161
666
866
400
30,691
-1,982

29th Annual Meeting of Oregon Field Ornithologists to be held at
Malheur Field Station September 26, 27, 28, 2008.
Fall is a great time to be at Malheur with few mosquitos and good chances of ﬁnding rare birds. The meeting will include ﬁeld trips, programs and the annual business meeting. We will have more information in
the near future explaining meal options and lodging in Burns. Those interested in staying at Malheur Field
Station will need make arrangements individually and are encouraged to reserve their space well in advance.
Information and reservations are at: http://www.malheurﬁeldstation.org or (541) 493-2629. OFO is only
reserving a limited amount of space for speakers, guides, etc. Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more
information coming soon.
Oregon Field Ornithologists
P.O. Box 10373, Eugene, OR 97440
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OFO Family Weekend Reports: Pine Mountain, 20 - 22 July 2007
Joel Geier - joel.geier@peak.org

This was a very nice and decidedly low-key gathering -- some
parents with kids, some grandparents with grandkids, some
couples, some singles.
We enjoyed some great food at
Saturday night’s potluck, and
some wonderful music both
nights. The East Cascades Bird
Conservancy was very well represented; what a great group of
folks!
From the list that Judy posted at
www.birdnotes.net, the birds that
will stick most in the minds of the
kids were:
1) The scads of Red Crossbills (at
least 300) which were omnipresent around the campground, and
observed in hordes at close range
at the two water features (the guzzler at astronomer Allen Chambers’ residence on the mountain
which he graciously let us watch,
and the stock tank at the bottom

of the Pine Mountain Road).
2) Western Tanagers, Clark’s
Nutcrackers and Chipping Sparrows among the birds at the stock
tanks.
3) Steller’s Jays trying to make
room for themselves at the busy
guzzler by giving Red-tailed
Hawk calls.
4) The Rufous Hummingbirds that
kept zipping through the campground and homed in on any kids
who happened to be wearing red.
For some kids, a beautiful light
adult Ferruginous Hawk that was
being harrassed by a Northern
Harrier at the foot of the mountain
as they drove up on Friday will
also be unforgettable.
To the birdnotes.net list, we
should add possible female
Anna’s/Black-chinned Hummingbird that Ashleigh Dougill called

A family weekend is to enjoy the outdoors and nature.
Wishes of the children determine the activities for the
weekend, so we will enjoy hiking, birding, stargazing,
plants, animals, insects, butterﬂies, local geology, scenery,
community service, and relaxing around the campﬁre. Birding won‛t be the primary focus!
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out as it ﬂew past a bunch of us
grownups who were still waking
up from a late night of stargazing
up on the mountain.
Celestial sightings included Jupiter and four or ﬁve of its planets,
the Ring Nebula and another one
called the Dumbbell Nebula. Jupiter was especially satisfying since
it was low over the horizon, which
meant that the volunteer astronomer (a bearded fellow who was
rumored to have been seen taking
in the concert by our campﬁre
earlier in evening, though it’s hard
to know who you’re talking to in
the dark up on the mountain) had
to tilt his telescope down to just
the right level that Wren Tracy
was the only one who didn’t have
to kneel for a good look.
If you haven’t been to Pine Mountain Observatory in the summer,
I highly recommend it. The show
by volunteer astronomers outside
the U of O Observatory is even
better than the one on the
big scopes. There’s nothing
like listening to explanations
of red giants, cold dwarfs,
nebulae, black holes and the
like while you are standing in
the dark, talking to someone
you’ve never met before and
can barely see. The volunteers who do this are incredible in their ability to explain
cosmology, answer questions, and make sure everyone gets a good look. There
is a box with a suggestion for
$5 donations, which is well
deserved.
A camp scene from the Pine
Mountain OFO Family Weekend. Photo/Dave Tracy

OFO Family Weekend Report: Rock Creek Campground 1 - 3 September 2007
Joel Geier - joel.geier@peak.org

Seventeen members of the Dougill, Tracy, Gerke and Geier families, counting Saki, an exchange
student from Japan who’s staying
with the Dougills, spent a very
pleasant and relaxing Labor Day
Weekend at Rock Creek Campground on the Lane County coast,
with short trips to Heceta Head,
Sutton Beach, Seal Rock, and the
beach just north of Rock Creek,
plus some wider-ranging trips by
smaller groups.
This weekend probably set a
record for the “least organized
birding” in the Oregon Field Ornithologists (OFO) Family Birding
Weekend series, so it’s hard to
give a comprehensive list, but it
seemed like everyone had fun.
The boulder-ﬁlled creek was a
major attraction, with water skimmers, caddisﬂy pupae, crayﬁsh,
and a rough-skinned newt being
found. Several Winter Wrens disputed the kids’ territorial claims to
a tree-root “fort” along the creek.
Saki showed us some amazing
cranes (the origami kind). Other
birds around the campground
included American Robin, Varied
Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush (mostly just heard), Chestnut-backed
Chickadee, Wrentit, Band-tailed
Pigeon, and Belted Kingﬁsher.
Steller’s Jays which woke us with
duck-like squawks each morning.
Riparian thickets and the forest
toward the beach held a nice mix
of warblers, mainly Wilson’s Warblers but Townsend’s, Yellow, and
Orange-crowned were also seen.
A mystery bird was heard singing
brieﬂy a few times from dense
brush near the highway, but left
us stumped. Red Crossbills ﬂying
over frequently were deﬁnitely

Black Oystercatcher, 9 December 2006, South Jetty, Newport, Lincoln
Co. Photo/Steve Dowlan
a different type than the ones we
enjoyed on the Pine Mountain
weekend; maybe Dave Tracy will
tell us what kind they were if he
managed to get a recording.
An elk cow and calf grazing on
the slope just across the highway
were the biggest hits of a trip to
the nearby beach on Saturday
evening, even cooler than a sea
urchin apparently eating a small
sea-jelly in one of the tidepools.
A herd of up to eight porpoises
swimming back and forth just
beyond the surf were the main
attraction at Sutton Beach on
Sunday, though we also enjoyed a
couple of very cooperative Marbled Godwits prying critters out
of the sand. Three species apiece
of scoters and cormorants were
seen by scoping offshore, along
with regular ﬂights of Brown Peli-

cans, a few Paciﬁc Loons, Common Murres, and one Marbled
Murrelet way, way out that Dave
spotted. Several ﬂocks of 20 or
more Whimbrels ﬂew by but we
didn’t see any peeps or plovers
this year.
Seal Rock on Monday had a fogshrouded tattler that we assume
was a Wandering Tattler, plus
ﬂocks of Black Turnstones and
Surfbirds as well as a group of
four Black Oystercatchers that
kept ﬂying around. A couple of
Harlequin Ducks were on the
water near some puzzling scoters
that we decided were male Surf
Scoters just coming out of eclipse
(they had some white around the
bills but in varying degrees were
lacking the white nape patch).
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Oregon Birds and North American Birds have synchronized reporting areas, periods, and deadlines.
Field reports for Oregon are due to the OB Regional Editor and NAB Regional Editor at the same
time.
Season
Spring
Summer
Fall
Winter
North American Birds
Regional Editor

Months
March-May
June-July
August-November
December-February
North American Birds SubRegional Editors

To Editor
10 June
10 August
10 December
10 March

All of Oregon
David Irons
2125 Hayes St
Eugene, OR 97405
(541) 686-4560
llsdirons@msn.com

Western Oregon
Harry Nehls
2376 SE 20th
Portland, OR 97202
503-233-3976
hnehls@teleport.com

Rogue Valley
Dennis Vroman
269 Shetland Dr.
Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-479-4619
dpvroman@cdsnet.net

OFO members bird all over the state, and often ﬁnd birds that are of interest to local birders. OFO supports
publication of local ﬁeld notes and encourages OFO members to contact local newsletter publishers or ﬁeld notes
editors whenever birding in or near the Oregon locations listed below. If you would like to add a local newsletter
or revise any of the information below, please contact the Editor, Oregon Birds, 39127 Griggs Drive, Lebanon,
OR, 97355 or oregonbirds@centurytel.net
Bend
Eagle Eye
Central Oregon Audubon Society
P.O. Box 565
Bend, OR 97709
Inactive (send ﬁeld notes to OB)
Coos Bay
The Tattler
Cape Arago Audubon Society
P.O. Box 381
North Bend, OR 97459
Russ Namitz
namitzr@hotmail.com
(541) 266-8714
Corvallis
The Chat
Audubon Society of Corvallis
PO Box 148
Corvallis, OR 97339
Joel Geier
38566 Hwy 99W
Corvallis, OR 97330-9320
joel.geier@peak.org
541 745-5821
Eugene
The Quail
Lane County Audubon Society
P.O. Box 5086
Eugene, OR 97405
Allison Mickel
541-485-7112

Grants Pass
The Siskin
Siskiyou Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2223
Grants Pass, OR 97528
Karen Phillips
kmphillips@earthlink.net
Hood River-The Dalles
The Garryana Rag
Columbia Gorge Audubon
Society
P.O. Box 64
White Salmon, WA 98672
Stuart Johnston
sfjk@yahoo.com
509-493-3363
John Day
The Upland Sandpiper
Grant County Bird Club
P.O. Box 111
Canyon City, OR 97820
Tom Winters
ducksouptom@juno.com
541-542-2006 (h)
541-575-2570 (w)
Klamath Falls
The Grebe
Klamath Basin Audubon Society
P.O.Box 354
Klamath Falls, OR 97601
Ken Johnston
541-883-7671
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La Grande
The Rav-on
Grande Ronde Bird Club
P.O. Box 29
LaGrande, OR 97850
Joyce Coate
jcoate@eou.edu
(541) 963-9404

Salem
The Kestrel
Salem Audubon Society
189 Liberty St. NE 209A
Salem, OR 97301
John Lundsten
lundjo@open.com
503-585-9442

Newport
The Sandpiper
Yaquina Birders & Naturalists
P.O. Box 1467
Newport, OR 97365
Range Bayer
rbayer@orednet.org
(541) 265-2965

Roseburg
Wing-Tips
Umpqua Valley Audubon Society
P.O. Box 381
Roseburg, OR 97470

Portland
Audubon Warbler
Audubon Society of Portland
5151 NW Cornell Road
Portland, OR 97210
Harry Nehls
hnehls@teleport.com
503-233-3976
Port Orford
The Storm Petrel
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1265
Port Orford, OR 97465

Join Oregon Field Ornithologists

The mission of Oregon Field Ornithologists is to further the knowledge,
education, conservation, enjoyment and science of birds and birding in Oregon
Don’t just subscribe - join our community!

For membership questions or for address or email address changes, dues, mailings, etc.,
contact Anne Heyerly tanager@nu-world.com

Membership in OFO brings you:

Oregon Birds--OFO’s journal with news and briefs, status and identiﬁcation of Oregon’s birds and bird-ﬁnding guides to Oregon’s better birding spots and rarer species.
Proceedings of the Oregon Bird Records Committee--Stay current on the rare birds of Oregon.
Annual meetings--Participate in OFO’s birding meetings, held at some of Oregon’s top birding spots.
Publications--As a service to the community, OFO publishes and distributes occasional books and pamphlets
of interest to ornithologists and birders. Such publications may not be available without your support.

Annual Dues:
____ $25.00 Individual
____ $30.00 Family
____ $50.00 Sustaining
____ $14.00 Student (under 18 years)
____ $100.00 OFO Patron
____ $_____ Tax-deductible contribution
____ $_____ Oregon Fund for Ornithology
____ Renewal
____ Renew my membership for 2 Years!
____ New Member
____ Do not put my name and phone number in OFO
Directory
(We don’t sell any information to other organizations.)

Your name___________________________________
Your address_________________________________
City__________________State__________Zip_____
Your telephone_______________________________
Your e-mail address:___________________________

Mail your membership application to:
Oregon Field Ornithologists
P.O. Box 10373
Eugene, OR 97440

Make check payable to: Oregon Field Ornithologists
or OFO
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Reporting Rare Birds in Oregon

Oregon Bird Records Committee (OBRC)
The OBRC needs your report of any review species observed in Oregon. Review species are indicated in the ofﬁcial state checklist by an asterisk (*) or double asterisk (**).
To report a review species, please e-mail the information listed below to: hnehls@teleport.com
Note: OBRC encourages submission of supporting evidence in the form of photos or recordings (see item 6
below). If you wish to submit these or other evidence not suited to e-mail (e.g. ﬁeld notes, sketches), please mail
to:
Harry Nehls, OBRC
2736 SE 20th
Portland, OR 97202
This form is intended as a convenience and a guideline. It may be used ﬂexibly and need not be used at all.
1. YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS.
Postal address:
E-mail address:
Telephone (voice):
2. BIRD IDENTIFICATION. Write in the name of the species you have identiﬁed and information on numbers,
sex, plumage, and age.
3. DATE(S). Month, day, and year. If there are multiple observations, each date.
4. LOCATION. Be speciﬁc; describe habitat.
5. DETAILS. Include only what was actually observed, not what should have been seen or heard. Stress ﬁeld
marks: bill, eye, wings, tail, legs, shape, proportions, “jizz”, etc. Include behavior: feeding, resting, ﬂying, interactions with other species, etc. Describe voice--song, calls, or notes--if heard.
Describe your reasons for your identiﬁcation: your familiarity with the species, ﬁeld guides used, similar species that were eliminated, references that were consulted, etc.

Describe the circumstances of the observation: light conditions, positions of the sun, distance to the bird, duration of observation, equipment used, time of day, time of tide, etc.
Add the names (and address and phone numbers if known) of other observers who may have identiﬁed the bird.
6. PHOTOS, RECORDINGS. State whether photos were taken or video or sound recordings were made. OBRC
will duplicate and return original slides and tapes promptly. Donations of slide duplicates (OBRC prefers a
double set) and copies of recordings may be considered a tax-deductible expense!
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OFO Bookcase

Oregon Field Ornithologists’ Publications
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Eleanor Pugh’s Natural Sounds Cassettes and CDs
(Recorded, edited and produced by Eleanor A. Pugh)
More information about these titles can be seen at our web site, www.oregonbirds.org.
CDs now available: 72-80 minutes
$18.00 + shipping and handling
•Learn to Identify Birds by Ear - Western (71 species)
•Learn to Identify Birds by Ear - Eastern (72 species)
•Western Warblers (77 minutes - 20 species)
•Backyard Birds (33 species)
•Woodland Birds of the Deciduous Woods (61 species)
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•Birds of Western Washington, 1 & 2 (142 species)
•Coast to Crest (60 species)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Owls
Woodpeckers
Flycatchers
Sparrows (Humid Habitat)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Wrens
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4 Difﬁcult Flycatchers
Sparrows (Arid Habitat)
Warblers of the West II
Swallows
Paciﬁc Tidelands
Shorebirds & Rails II

Shipping and Handling for Tapes and CD’s
$2.00 for 1 tape or CD
$3.00 for 2-3 tapes or CD’s
$4.00 for 4 or more tapes or CD’s

____________________________________
Your Name
____________________________________
Your Address
____________________________________
Your City, State and Zip
____________________________________
Your email or phone
Oregon Birds 33:1 Insert iv

Cassettes With Regional Coverage
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•Birds of the Southwestern Desert
•Confusing Species
•Wintering Birds of the Rogue Valley
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Make checks payable to Oregon Field Ornithologists.
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Oregon Field Notes Summary: Fall 2006

David S. Irons, 2125 Hayes St. Eugene, Oregon 97405. (llsdirons@msn.com)
Once Upon a Time in the Fall
Once upon a time, fall birding
strategies were quite different
in Oregon.My formative years
birding fell across what might
be called the Golden Age of
shorebirding in our state. Between
1976 and about 1985 choices
of where to go birding AugustOctober generally came down to
a choice between various coastal
estuaries and sand spits that
concentrated large numbers of
shorebirds. On the north coast, it
was a coin ﬂip over whether to go
to Bayocean Spit on Tillamook
Bay or visit the tidal ponds at
the base of the South Jetty of the
Columbia River (S.J.C.R.). A
typical weekend often involved
going to Bayocean one day
and S.J.C.R. the next. Prior to
dredging, ﬁlling and construction
on the south side of the estuary,
Yaquina Bay provided a third
option along the north coast.
Birders from Eugene south were
more inclined to visit Coos
Bay, Bandon Marsh and even
the Umpqua River estuary. All
of these sites offered expansive
tidal mudﬂats that collected
southbound shorebirds during
low tides. On the incoming tides
these hungry waders would be
pushed off the low-lying ﬂats
onto well known roost sites where
they would could be studied at
extremely close range. The time
between optimal tides was spent
doing seawatches or visiting outer
coastal sewage ponds, many of
which were partially drained at
this time of year…creating more
shorebird habitat.
During the late 1970’s and early
1980’s an energetic corps of
Oregon birders spent countless
hours at these sites, ultimately
becoming highly skilled at

aging and identifying the small
Calidrid sandpipers (“peeps”).
This endless scouring of shorebird
ﬂocks produced numerous rarities
and several ﬁrst state records.
Prior to 1976 Semipalmated
Sandpiper, was considered very
rare in Oregon with just one
accepted record. Conventional
wisdom, supported by an article
in American Birds, suggested
Semipalmated Sandpiper could
not be reliably separated from
Western Sandpiper except in
alternate (breeding) plumage.
The “stints” (small calidridines

shorebirds, particularly Eurasian
species, that had been ignored
by traditional ﬁeld guides. We
believed that almost any shorebird
was possible on our shores.
During this period, several newly
published works (Prater et al.
1977, Wilds and Newlon 1983
and Veit and Jonsson 1984) began
to demystify shorebird ID. These
resources expedited the process of
learning how to age and identify
shorebirds, particularly the
small Calidrids. The brand new
National Geographic Field Guide
(ﬁrst edition 1983) incorporated

Oregon’s 8th Red-necked Stint (below the Dunlin on the right)
inhabited Florence 4-6 October. Photo/Diane Pettey
of Europe and Asia) were off
the radar screen of all but a few
forward thinkers. By 1985, the
ﬂood of acceptable Semipalmated
Sandpiper reports pushed it
off the Oregon Bird Records
Committee (OBRC) review
list. Once the domestic species
were mastered, attentions turned
to ﬁnding Eurasian Calidrids,
producing multiple records of
Red-necked Stint (ﬁve), Little
Stint (two) and Long-toed Stint
(two). The Oregon ﬁndings
combined with similar discoveries
in neighboring states produced a
major paradigm shift. By the mid80’s, enlightened birders were
studying every available resource
in an effort to learn plumages of
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many of these advances and was
the ﬁrst ﬁeld guide to include
useful illustrations of the juvenile
plumages for most shorebird
species. During a sixteen-year
stretch (1974-1989) 13 species
of shorebirds were added to the
Oregon list (www.oregonbirds.
org/obrc). Prior to 1978, there
were just three records of Buffbreasted Sandpiper, with the
state’s ﬁrst coming in 1968.
Henceforth Buff-breasteds have
been reported every year, often
in small ﬂocks. This species was
dropped from the OBRC review
list in 1983. Additionally, Sharptailed Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper,
and Ruff have proven so regular
as to fall off the review list. The

number of records for Hudsonian
Godwit (15), Bar-tailed Godwit
(19) and Curlew Sandpiper (13)
put these species well on their
way to similar status.
In recent times, many of these
former shorebird hotspots have
slipped into oblivion. Changes
at Bayocean and neighboring
Meares Lake have left this site
all but irrelevant to shorebird
enthusiasts, and this area gets little
coverage these days. The S.J.C.R.
ponds are not much better. Dune
stabilization, encroaching pine
forests and cover vegetation,
plus changes in hydrology have
combined to render the high
tide roosts at Bayocean and
S.J.C.R. nearly unrecognizable
to those of us who birded these
sites 30 years ago. Prime roost
sites at Yaquina Bay were long
ago buried under thousands of
cubic yards of dredge spoils,
pavement, breweries and other
buildings. Over the past decade
the Weyerhaeuser property on
the North Spit of Coos Bay
(N.S.C.B.) has been arguably
the best coastal roost site,
producing countless reports of
Buff-breasted Sandpipers and
Semipalmated Sandpipers in
addition to records of Red-necked
Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Sharptailed Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper,
and multiple Ruffs. However,
this is yet another site under
siege. Now owned by the Port of
Coos Bay, this area is targeted
for development. Only Bandon
Marsh, which enjoys National
Wildlife Refuge status, seems
to provide a somewhat stable
stopover site for migrant waders.
Inland Shorebirding
The loss or degradation of outer
coastal shorebird habitats has
inspired many birders to spend
more time covering inland sites.
Species once thought to be
extremely rare inland are proving

to be quite regular around the
drying margins of inland lakes,
ponds and reservoirs. Drying
marsh impoundments and
lakeshores at Great Basin refuges
(Summer Lake W.M.A., Malheur
N.W.R., Klamath N.W.R.) now
produce many rare ﬁnds JulySeptember. In central Oregon,
Bend’s Hatﬁeld L., the Redmond
sewage ponds, and the reservoirs
of Crook and Jefferson Counties
are similarly productive. Farther
east, Central and Mississippi
Flyway specialists like Stilt
Sandpiper and Baird’s Sandpiper
can be found in impressive -- by
westside standards -- numbers
by the few birders who visit the
refuges and reservoirs in Morrow,
Umatilla, Union, Wallowa and
Malheur Counties. West of the
Cascades, there are a host of
Willamette Valley locales where
shorebird habitat has been created
or enhanced. In the greater
Portland area, Sauvie I., Vanport
Wetlands, Fernhill Wetlands and
the newly created Tualatin River
N.W.R. get regular coverage,
producing a wide variety of
shorebird species. Late summer/
early fall drying in the Willamette
Valley Refuge system (Ankeny,
Baskett Slough, and Finley
N.W.R.’s) also creates mudﬂats
that attract southbound waders.
New impoundments at Fern Ridge
Reservoir (F.R.R.), combined with
the fall drawdown of the main
pool, create another inland oasis
for shorebirds. Though rarely
visited, and almost unknown to
the birding masses, Plat I Res.
e. of Sutherlin and the Diamond
Lake sewage ponds (off Hwy 138
near Diamond Lake) offer the best
of limited inland shorebirding
options in Douglas County.
Farther to the south, Jackson
County boasts Agate L. and the
Kirtland Road sewage ponds,
which have hosted many rare and
unusual shorebirds over the past
three decades.

Though the fall of 2006 was a
down year for many shorebird
species, there were still a number
of interesting waders inland. On
2 Aug. a Paciﬁc Golden-Plover
was at F.R.R. (Larry McQueen et
al.) and single American GoldenPlovers were at F.R.R. 26 Aug
and 13 Oct (John Sullivan). Once
considered rare away from the
outer coast, Golden-Plovers have
been fall regulars in the W.V. in
recent years. Prior to the split
of Lesser Golden-Plover, when
Paciﬁcs and Americans were
considered conspeciﬁc, American
was the expected Golden-Plover
in Oregon. However, since
attaining full species status and
better coverage in ﬁeld guides,
Paciﬁcs have proven to far
outnumber Americans along the
West Coast. In fact, the California
Bird Records Committee recently
placed American Golden-Plover
back on its list of reviewable
species. Paciﬁc Golden-Plovers
have also wintered in w. Oregon
several times over the past
decade. Among inland shorebirds,
the head-scratcher of the season
was a Wandering Tattler found
foraging on a residential lawn
at Dallas, Polk on 22 Aug (Bill
Tice). Though tattlers are fairly

Wandering Tattler in a suburban
neighborhood in Dallas, Polk
County on 22 August, 2006.
Mitch Ratzlaff found the bird just
two doors down from his own
home. Photo/B. Young
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common migrants along the
outer coast, inland records are
extremely rare. A Whimbrel
at Hatﬁeld L. 25 Aug (Dean
Hale) was a nice ﬁnd east of the
Cascades. This is another species
that is being detected inland
with increasing frequency. Now
annual in the W.V. during fall,
single Long-billed Curlews were
at F.R.R. 4 Aug (John Sullivan),
Ankeny N.W.R. 7 Aug (Roy
Gerig), and F.R.R. 27 Aug (Dan
and Anne Heyerly). Marbled
Godwits have also proven to be
annual in the W.V. during fall
migration. Singles visited F.R.R.
on 27 Aug and 21 Sep (John
Sullivan) and two godwits were
at Baskett Slough N.W.R. 1-3
Sep (Roy Gerig, Bill Tice). Far
less expected was a juvenile Red
Knot at F.R.R. 10-18 Sep, which
provided just the second fall
record for the W.V. (Tom Mickel).
Five Sanderlings were detected
on the eastside, including four at
Hatﬁeld L. 4 Sep (Peter Low),
while none were inland on the
westside. Sixteen Semipalmated
Sandpipers were detected inland,
with ten in the W.V. and six e.
of the Cascades. Widespread
reports of singles and small ﬂocks
of Baird’s Sandpipers in central
Oregon 2 Aug-16 Sep totaled
about 30 birds. Unfortunately,
there were no reports from
northeastern Oregon sites, which
hosted record single site numbers
-- up to 250 individuals -- during
August 2005. For the ﬁrst time in
several years there were no inland
reports of Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.
Similarly, there were just three
Stilt Sandpipers reported inland,
representing the poorest showing
in recent memory. Two Stilts
were at F.R.R. 22-25 Aug (Daniel
Farrar, m.ob.), and a singleton
at Tumalo Res. Deschutes 22
Aug (Howard Horvath, Cynthia
Bassett) was the lone report e.
of the Cascades. A Buff-breasted
Sandpiper found at F.R.R. 28 Aug

Manx Shearwater at Perpetua
Bank, Lincoln County 30 September. Photo/Jay Gilliam
(Daniel Farrar, Lydia Cruz) was
the ﬁrst inland sighting for Lane
and one of just a few records for
the Willamette Valley.
A New Twist on Pelagic Birding
Over the past several years
Jeff Gilligan, Owen Schmidt
and assorted others have
taken advantage of low cost
“repositioning” cruises offered by
Princess Cruise Lines to explore
the deep waters off Oregon
near or beyond the edge of the
continental shelf. In essence,
the cruise company is moving
a boat from one port of call to
another in between major cruises,
so these cruises are short (3-4
days) and have no stops. Costs
vary depending travel costs to
and from the starting and ending
ports, but expect to spend about
3-4 times the cost of a standard
10-hour pelagic trip (about $500600) for the entire adventure.
Normal cruise ship food services
(and weight gain) are provided.
Most importantly, there are
obvious advantages for pelagic
birding. The chance of getting
seasick is dramatically reduced,
and the decks provide a raised
viewing area stable enough to
use a tripod and scope most of
the time. Most signiﬁcantly, these
trips generally have one full
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daylight cycle in Oregon waters at
an optimal distance offshore. The
results of such trips have been
highly varied, but good birds have
been encountered on every trip,
including a few ﬁrst state records
and many sightings of species
seen ﬁve or fewer times in Oregon
waters. During a cruise from
Vancouver B.C. to San Francisco,
Gilligan et al. spent the daylight
hours of 25 Sep between 22-63
miles off Oregon’s shoreline. This
trip did not produce any major
rarities, yet they found several
species in exceptional numbers.
Among the highlights were counts
of 380 Pomarine Jaegers and 95
Long-tailed Jaegers. Numbers of
Parasitic Jaegers were minimal,
but 200 additional jaegers went
unidentiﬁed. Incredibly, these
jaeger numbers fall well short of
record counts from a prior cruise.
During a similar voyage on 17
Sep 2000 Gilligan and others had
750 Pomarine and 925! Longtailed Jaegers (Gillson 2003).
The 2006 cruise also encountered
impressive numbers of Sabine’s
Gull (148), providing Oregon’s
second-highest one-day count.
Surely the highlight of this
trip was a tally of 73 Xantus’s
Murrelets. This one-day count
exceeds the collective total of
all Synthliboramphus murrelets
ever reported in Oregon. Most of
these murrelets were associated
with large schools of tuna, which
inhabit warmer waters. This cruise
had no surprise tubenoses, but
did produce 133 Black-footed
Albatrosses, four species of
shearwaters, and 275 N. Fulmars.
Occasionally, wayward passerines
are attracted to the large moving
island the cruise ships provide,
as was the case with a Goldencrowned Kinglet winging along
62 miles off the Columbia River
mouth.
The Unexpected and Interesting
On 1 Nov three Snow Geese were

at Gold Beach, Curry, where they
are somewhat rare migrants (Jim
Rogers, Lois Miller). Single Snow
Geese were scattered about the
W.V. 29 Sep-Nov. Sauvie I. hosted
200 Snows on 29 Oct (Erik
Knight) for the high count in the
W.V. The only inland Brant was a
juvenile at Eugene 10 Nov (David
Irons). Coastal swans included
two Trumpeters at Cape Blanco 5
Nov (Terry Wahl, Lois Miller), a
Tundra at Florence 31 Oct (David
Irons), and two Tundras at New
R., Coos (Tim Rodenkirk).
Twenty-two Trumpeters were
back at their traditional wintering
area in southern Polk by the end
of the season (Joel Geier). A ﬂock
of 260 Tundra Swans dropped
into Davis L. 3 Nov (Roger Robb)
and 350 were at Gutierrez Ranch,
Crook 25 Nov (Chuck Gates et
al.). Elsewhere in c. Oregon,
smaller ﬂocks of 2-40 Tundras
were noted from several lakes and
reservoirs 22 Oct-29 Nov (m.ob.).
A Mallard X Wood Duck hybrid

was at Portland’s Crystal Springs
16 Nov (Scott Carpenter). Three
hybrid wigeons (American X
Eurasian) were detected during
November. Singles were along
McKee Rd., Yamhill 1 Nov (Scott
Carpenter), at Albany, Linn 10
Nov (Jeff Harding photo), and at
Eugene 29 Nov (Peter Petricelli
photo). Both Eurasian Wigeon on
the eastside were at Hatﬁeld L. 29
Sep and 10 Nov+ (Craig and
Marilyn Miller). Multiple Bluewinged Teal lingered in Clatsop,
with two at Svensen I. 24 Oct and
two at Seaside 11 Nov (Mike
Patterson). A gathering of 75
Cinnamon Teal still at Svensen I.
on 31 Oct (Mike Patterson) would
be exceptional anywhere else in
the state, but this site ultimately
supported a wintering ﬂock of
50+ birds. Otherwise the latest
reports involved six Cinnamons at
Coffee Lake Wetlands, Clackamas
14 Nov (Rainier Weiland) and a
single male that tarried at Toketie
Marsh, Benton until 28 Nov (Joel

Falcated Duck 14 November at an RV park in Coburg, Lane County.
Photo/Jeff Harding

Geier). Hundreds of N. Shoveler
spent the season at the Prineville
sewage ponds, peaking with a
count of 575 on 25 Oct (David
Schas). The Falcated Duck
returned to Coburg, Lane 14 Nov
(Jeff Harding, photo below) and
then wintered in the Eugene area
for the 4th consecutive year. The
Philomath sewage ponds hosted
3-12 Greater Scaup 15 Oct+ (Joe
Fontaine et al.). Five Greaters
were at favored Kirk Pond below
the F.R.R. dam 29 Nov (George
Grier et al.). A small ﬂock winters
annually at this site. Now annual
in the W.V., this season’s Tufted
Duck was at the Philomath
sewage ponds 5-6 Nov (Joe
Fontaine et al.). The lone eastside
Harlequin Duck was at Hood
River 4 Sep (Stuart Johnston).
Peak pulses of scoters passed
Boiler Bay on 23 Nov when
50,000 Surfs and 25,000 Whitewingeds were tallied (Phil
Pickering, Dave Tracy). A ﬂock of
20 Surf Scoters at Hagg L.,
Washington 7 Oct (Greg Gillson)
is likely the largest ﬂock ever
found inland. Additional inland
scoters included seven Surfs and
one White-winged on the
westside, plus 11 Surfs and six
White-wingeds east of the
Cascades. Haystack Res.,
Jefferson hosted four Surf and
three White-winged Scoters on 23
Oct (Steve Dougill, Jake Schas).
Long-tailed Ducks apparently
arrived along the coast in early
November as seven were reported
7-17 Nov. Both eastside Longtaileds were at Bend’s Hatﬁeld L.
One was there 29 Sep (Craig and
Marilyn Miller) and another
remained 28 Oct-6 Nov (Howard
Horvath, Cynthia Bassett et al.). A
count of 1000 Bufﬂehead in the
Florence area 24 Nov (Alan
Contreras) likely indicated the
peak inﬂux of wintering birds. A
young male Barrow’s Goldeneye
at N.S.C.B. (Tim Rodenkirk, Russ
Namitz) was quite rare for Coos.
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There are just seven modern
records for the county, six of
which have come since 1998 (per
Tim Rodenkirk). A gathering of
up to 80 Hooded Mergansers was
w. of Perrydale, Polk 5-18 Nov
(Paula Vanderheul et al.). The
eastside’s high count, 100 at
Wickiup Res. 6 Nov (Steve
Dougill, Kim Owen), was equally
impressive. A pair of Red-breasted
Mergansers was in the W.V. at
Baskett Slough N.W.R. 11 Nov
(Jeff Hayes). The only eastside
Red-breasteds were singles on
Upper Klamath L. 1 Oct (Julie
Van Moorhem) and on L. Ewauna
in Klamath Falls 9 Nov (Kevin
Spencer). Counts of 75,000 Redthroated Loons and 700,000
Paciﬁc Loons streaming past
Boiler Bay 23 Nov were Oregon’s
highest single-day counts ever for
both species (Dave Tracy). The
following day (24 Nov) “tens of
thousands” of Paciﬁc and Redthroated Loons were noted
passing Toketee-Klootchman
Wayside about 50 miles to the
south (Alan Contreras). Two
Paciﬁc Loons at F.R.R. 15 Oct
(Roger Robb) and another at
Willamina, Yamhill 4-5 Nov
(Quinton Nice, Floyd Schrock)
were good ﬁnds on the W.V. ﬂoor.
Paciﬁc Loons are found annually
during fall at reservoirs and lakes
in the Cascades, but are far less
expected in the lowlands. A tally
of 100 Common Loons at
Wickiup Res., Deschutes (Don
Sutherland, Kim Owen, Steve
Dougill) was expected at this
favored site, where up to 400 have
gathered during fall. Fifty-three
Horned Grebes at Hood River 30
Oct (Stuart Johnston) was
exceptional, surpassing the
combined total of all other
eastside reports. As usual the
Philomath sewage ponds was the
spot to see Eared Grebes in the
W.V. Up to eight were there
through the season (m.ob.). This
number pales when compared to

A few of the 1400 Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels at Perpetua Bank on 30
September. Photo/Jay Gilliam
state. A 6-hr. pelagic trip out of
the 1500 Eareds at Gutierrez
Charleston on 9 Sep found 70
Ranch on 23 Aug (Chuck Gates).
Black-footed Albatrosses and 175
A survey of the Aechmorphorus
grebes on F.R.R. 13 Sep produced N. Fulmars, but encountered only
modest numbers of other
a total of 752 (Daniel Farrar,
tubenoses (BGPT). Single Manx
David Irons). Roughly 10% were
Clark’s Grebes and 25-30% of all Shearwaters were at Perpetua
Bank, Lincoln 30 Sep (BGPT)
the birds were juveniles. Later in
Photo page 20) and at Boiler Bay
the season the pre-winter draw
16 Oct and 24 Nov (Phil
down of the reservoir
concentrated Western and Clark’s Pickering). A fourth small black
and white shearwater, seen from
Grebes in the large remaining
pool below the dam. Surveys from Boiler Bay 14 Nov (Phil
the dam in October and November Pickering), was not positively
identiﬁed to species. Four Leach’s
consistently produced totals of
Storm-Petrels were reported for
1200-1400 grebes (David Irons).
All this season’s counts surpassed the season, with singles offshore
the prior W.V. record of 575 (Sept at Perpetua Bank 30 Sep and 25
2005). In the W.V. Clark’s Grebes miles off Newport 28 Oct (BGPT)
and additional singles at Boiler
are scarce away from the F.R.R.
nesting colony. A single Clark’s at Bay 16 Oct and 11 Nov (Phil
Pickering). Oregon’s 3rd Wilson’s
Finley N.W.R. 14-15 Sep (Tom
Snetsinger, Joe Fontaine) was the Storm-Petrel joined a massive
swarm of seabirds at Boiler Bay
only outlier. A radio-tagged
Short-tailed Albatross spent 18- 24 Nov (Phil Pickering written
description). This is the state’s
20 Oct off Coos, Douglas and
ﬁrst fall record for this species.
Lane (Rob Suryan) and tracking
The 1400 Fork-tailed Stormsignals indicated another passed
through all seven coastal counties Petrels at Perpetua Bank 30 Sep is
a pelagic trip record for Oregon
on 20 Nov (ﬁde Greg Gillson).
(The Bird Guide Pelagic Trips). A
There are only about 10 modern
moribund Masked Booby picked
records of this species for the

Oregon Birds 33(1): 22, Spring 2007

up on Portland’s Hayden Island in
mid-August is unprecedented for
Oregon, but ship assistance likely
contributed to this bird showing
up 85 miles inland. It succumbed
at a local rehab center and the
specimen is now housed in the
Slater Museum of Natural History
(University of Puget Sound). Up
to 40 Am. White Pelicans were at
F.R.R. Aug-Sep (m.ob.). Most of
these birds summered and there
was no major inﬂux like that seen
in Aug-Sep 2005. Seven Pelicans
lingered at F.R.R. until at least 17
Oct (David Irons). Eleven Am.
White Pelicans spent much of the
season in the Portland area, while
another group of 11 dropped into
Jackson’s Lost Creek Res. on the
late date of 21 Oct (Norm
Barrett). Later still was a ﬂock of
nine pelicans at the Sandy R.
mouth e. of Portland on 29 Oct
(Jeff Hayes). A Brown Pelican
along Portland’s Marine Dr. 5
Nov (ﬁde Harry Nehls) was far
removed from expected saltwater
haunts.
Regular surveys of Smith and
Bybee Lakes in n. Portland
produced incredible numbers
of Great Blue Herons and Great
Egrets. Great Blues peaked at 252
on 8 Oct (Steve Nord), while a
tally of 549 Great Egrets 20 Oct
(Andy Frank) was a record for

Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, Perpetua Bank, Lincoln 30 September. Photo/Angus Wilson

the W.V. Amazingly, even one
Great Egret was newsworthy
in Portland 30 years ago. The
Snowy Egret at F.R.R. 21-27
Aug (Dennis Arendt m.ob.) was
just the 2nd inland in Lane, where
there are fewer than ten county
records. A Cattle Egret at Astoria
2-7 Nov (Mike Patterson) and
another w. of Eugene 22-27 Nov
(Dave Brown et al.) were the
season’s only reports. Two Blackcrowned Night-Herons were at
Coos Bay 22 Oct (Russ Namitz).
A ﬂock of 18 White-faced Ibis at
F.R.R. 2 Aug (Roger Robb, Larry
McQueen) was out of season.
Virtually all westside ibis records
are spring overshoots (late Aprearly June). Two of the F.R.R. ibis
remained until 16 Aug (m.ob.).
Twenty White-tailed Kites were
counted at the F.R.R. roost site on
20 Nov (Ellen Cantor). Elsewhere
in the W.V. two kites were at
Finley N.W.R. 16 Nov (Steve
Seibel) and a singleton was at
Baskett Slough N.W.R. 26 Nov
(Bill Clemons). The peak passage
of Sharp-shinned Hawks occurred
30 Sep-8 Oct. Observers at Green
Ridge Hawkwatch, Jefferson
counted 74 Sharp-shinneds on
30 Sep, 49 on 1 Oct and 67 on
8 Oct. (ﬁde Khanh Tran). The
W.V.’s only N. Goshawk passed
over s. Eugene on 14 Oct (Don
DeWitt). Red-shouldered Hawks
are becoming increasingly regular
in c. Oregon. Singles were at
Crane Prairie Res., Deschutes
16 Sep (ﬁde Steve Dougill) and
another was at the Gutierrez
Ranch, Crook the same day (Peter
Low). Four Red-shouldereds were
in the Klamath Basin 13 Sep-28
Oct (ﬁde Kevin Spencer). Another
Red-shouldered was farther east
at Malheur, where now annual in
fall, on 15 Sep (Alan Contreras,
Daniel Farrar). Three Broadwinged Hawks passed through
western Oregon during Oct. One
over Tillamook’s Cascade Head
10 Oct (Phil Pickering) was

just the 2nd outer coastal record.
Additional birds were described
from Oregon City 7 Oct (Louis
Fredd) and Manning, Washington
14 Oct (Lars Norgren). A
Swainson’s Hawk at Florence
21 Oct (Alan Contreras, Diane
Pettey) was nearly as rare for the
coast. In recent years Ferruginous
Hawks have been somewhat
regular on the south coast in fall.
This season one was at New R. 14
Nov (Jim Heaney). This species
should be looked for during fall
and winter in the pasturelands
along the south coast. Small
numbers of Ferruginous Hawks
winter annually in similar
habitat on the coastal plain of
Humboldt and Del Norte in n.w.
California (per David Fix, Rob
Fowler). Single Gyrfalcons seen
near Empire, Coos 7 Sep (Joe
Metzler) and at N.S.C.B. 27 Sep
(Tim Rodenkirk) were likely the
same bird. Additional Gyrs were
reported from Floras L., Curry 17
Nov (Jim Heaney) and Florence
30 Nov (Diane Pettey). A Prairie
Falcon at Svensen I. 24 Oct was
Clatsop’s 2nd. This species is rare
on the outer coast at any season.
There were eight other westside
Prairie Falcons, all but one of
which was reported in the W.V.
31 Oct+. A migrant Prairie passed
along the Cascade crest over
the Mt. Jefferson Wilderness 23
Oct (Sandy Bryce). Southbound
Prairie Falcons are detected nearly
every year along the Cascades.
Late Soras were at Mt. Angel,
Marion 28 Nov (John Thomas)
and E.E. Wilson W.M.A. 29 Nov
(Rich and Nanette Armstrong
et al.). Though rare, this species
likely winters annually in the
W.V. The season’s high count of
Black-bellied Plovers was 332
at Millicoma Marsh, Coos 17
Sep (Russ Namitz). Twenty-ﬁve
Golden-Plovers were reported
statewide 2 Aug-27 Oct, all w.
of the Cascades. Ten Paciﬁcs
was sub-par, while the seven
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become increasingly rare in
recent years. Up to six Willets
were at Coos Bay 24 Sep-14
Oct (Tim Rodenkirk). After
an excellent spring ﬂight, just
eight Red Knots were detected
for the season along the coast.
A group of three on Sunset
Beach, Clatsop 4 Sep (Dave
Mandell) was the only report
of more than one bird. An
extremely dark and long-billed
bird showing mostly Red
Knot-like shape and plumage
was at Florence 4 Oct (Alan
Contreras photo, David Irons,
Bill and Zanah Stotz). Many
who viewed images of the
bird suspected that it was a
Red Knot X Dunlin hybrid.
Semipalmated Sandpipers
made an excellent showing
with 26 reported (includes16
Ruff at South Slough off Canary Road, inland summarized above).
Florence, Lane County. 18 October
Oregon’s 8th Red-necked
Photo/Diane Pettey
Stint inhabited Florence
4-6 Oct (Alan Contreras,
American Golden-Plovers
David Irons, Diane Pettey photo
reported surpassed the normal
page 18). This is the state’s ﬁrst
fall total. Eight Golden-Plovers
well-documented juvenile and
were unidentiﬁed to species. A
was nearly two months later
gathering of 72 Snowy Plovers
than any prior record. Baird’s
at the Siltcoos R. outlet, Lane
Sandpiper numbers were paltry
was an exceptional single-site
along the coast (15 total) when
count, representing about 25%
compared to 28 in the W.V. and
of Oregon’s coastal population
30 in central Oregon. Groups
(ﬁde Dave Lauten). The 109
of ten at Broughton Beach
ﬂedglings produced during
near Portland 17 Aug (Iain
the 2006 nesting season (by
Tomlinson), and eight at the
approximately 67 pairs) is the best Necanicum R. mouth 24 Aug
nesting season since the Oregon’s (David Bailey) highlighted these
Snowy Plover recovery effort
totals. Though small ﬂocks of
started in 1990 (Dave Lauten). A
Pectoral Sandpipers were widely
stray Black-necked Stilt was at
scattered in the W.V. 15 Aug–17
Tumalo Res., Deschutes (Cynthia Oct (m.ob.), overall numbers were
Bassett, Howard Horvath). A
below average. A group of 12 at
late American Avocet was still
F.R.R. 29 Sep (Barry McKenzie)
at Malheur on 9 Nov (Steve
was the largest of the season.
Dowlan). Oregon hosted 24
The season’s lone Sharp-tailed
Solitary Sandpipers 7 Aug-15
Sandpiper was at Bandon Marsh
Sep, with 13 in the W.V., 10
2 Oct (Joe Fontaine). A “rare”
east of the Cascades and only
Dunlin is an oxymoron of sorts
one on the coast. Three Willets
in w. Oregon. However, one at
on Clatsop Beach 2 Aug (Mike
L. Selmac 17 Oct was truly a
Patterson) was a good ﬁnd for the local rarity, providing a county
north coast, where this species has
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ﬁrst for at least two long-time
Josephine observers (Dennis
Vroman, Romain Cooper). A
Curlew Sandpiper on N.S.C.B.
13 Sep (Tim Rodenkirk) was the
state’s 14th. Four Stilt Sandpipers
was abysmal by recent standards,
and was the lowest fall total in
many years. This season’s 11
Buff-breasted Sandpipers, all
westside, was also below recent
averages. Up to six were at the
favored Weyerhaeuser efﬂuent
ponds on the N.S.C.B. 1-3 Sep
(Russ Namitz). One Buff-breasted
there 2 Oct (Joe Fontaine, Tim
Rodenkirk) was near record late.
The vast majority of records for
this species fall 20 Aug-15 Sep.
Ruffs showed well, with seven
detected 22 Aug-18 Oct. All were
found along the coast in either
Coos or Lane. Just four Shortbilled Dowitchers were reported
from east of the Cascades. Three
were at Ochoco Res., Crook
14 Aug (Chuck Gates) and a
single Short-billed was at the
Redmond sewage ponds 29 Aug
(Steve Dougill, Kim Owen).
The gathering of Long-billed
Dowitchers at Smith and Bybee
Lakes hovered between 500-800
birds 9 Oct-4 Nov (David Bailey,
Christopher Warren), while the
peak count at F.R.R. was 400 on
17 Oct (David Irons). Red-necked
Phalaropes provided a spectacle
at Florence on 29 Aug when an
estimated 5000 dotted the Siuslaw
R. mouth (Larry McQueen et al.).
An early inshore Red Phalarope
was among the swarms of Redneckeds that day (David Irons).
Forty Red Phalaropes on a pelagic
trip out of Charleston 9 Sep
(BGPT) was the high count.
South Polar Skuas made an
exceptional showing during
September and October. The 23
Skuas encountered during a 30
Sep trip to Perpetua Bank was
more than triple the prior pelagic
trip record for Oregon (BGPT).
Two Skuas seen at Boiler Bay 11

Nov (Phil Pickering) and another
on the beach at Cannon Beach
24 Nov (Jay Withgott) were
exceptionally rare sightings from
land. Though not as spectacular
as the cruise ship numbers (see
above), a pelagic trip to Perpetua
Bank 30 Sep found 80 Pomarine,
35 Parasitic and 15 Long-tailed
Jaegers (BGPT). All three
jaegers made it into the W.V.
A Parasitic, the most common
jaeger inland, inhabited F.R.R.
16-22 Sep (John Sullivan, David
Irons). The least expected of the
three was a Pomarine Jaeger
at the Philomath sewage ponds
15 Oct (Joe Fontaine, Rich and
Nanette Armstrong). There are
only ﬁve prior inland record of
this species (Gillson 2003). An
immature Long-tailed Jaeger at
F.R.R. 21-22 Sep (David Irons)
was nearly as rare, with just ten
antecedent inland reports (Gillson
2003). Two Franklin’s Gulls
graced Clatsop during the season.
Singles were at the Necanicum R.
mouth 20 Sep (ﬁde Harry Nehls)
and Circle Creek in Seaside on
11 Nov (Mike Patterson). As
is the norm, large numbers of
Bonaparte’s Gulls convened on
Upper Klamath L. during Oct.,
with a high count of 2200 off
Putnam’s Pt. on 23 Oct (Kevin
Spencer). A Heermann’s Gull
wandered about 150 miles up the
Columbia R. to Mosier, Wasco 14
Nov (Stuart Johnston). This is just
the 6th record for eastern Oregon.
There were ﬁve Sabine’s Gulls
inland, including three at F.R.R
16-22 Sep (John Sullivan, David
Irons et al.), and two eastside
at Wickiup Res., Deschutes
10 Oct (Don Sutherland, Kim
Owen, Steve Dougill). Patience
and a good scope are generally
required to ﬁnd inland Sabine’s
Gulls. They tend to stopover at
larger reservoirs and spend most
of their time far out over the
middle of these impoundments,
rarely venturing near shore. A

24 Nov seawatch at Boiler Bay
produced 600 Black-legged
Kittiwakes (Phil Pickering).
Though there was no Elegant
Tern ﬂight, a singleton was along
Sutton Beach, Lane 2 Sep (Joel
Geier). Up to 20 Common Terns
frequented F.R.R. 5-22 Sep
(Daniel Farrar, m.ob.), but they
were otherwise unreported from
the W.V. A single Common was
at Jackson’s Emigrant L. 18 Sep
(Dick Ashford). The only westside
Forster’s Terns were singles at
F.R.R. 17 Sep (John Sullivan) and
Timothy L., Clackamas 24 Sep
(Steve Nord). Black Terns had a
very successful breeding season
at F.R.R. as evidenced by a count
of 200 on 2 Aug (Larry McQueen
et al.). The adults depart shortly
after the juveniles come off the
nest (usually by 15 Aug), and
the last juveniles were at F.R.R.
on 24 Aug (David Irons). Three
Xantus’ Murrelets at Boiler Bay
16 Nov were both late and very
rare from shore (Phil Pickering).
An Ancient Murrelet at Haystack
Res., Jefferson 1-4 Nov (Roger
Robb m.ob.), only the 2nd ever
e. of the Cascades, was arguably

the bird of the season on the dry
side of the state. As expected,
Ancient Murrelet numbers began
building along the coast late
in the season, with Boiler Bay
seawatches producing counts
of 45 on 22 Nov and 70 on 24
Nov (Phil Pickering). A Cassin’s
Auklet at Hayden I. 16 Nov (ﬁde
Harry Nehls) was the last of three
(see Masked Booby and Brown
Pelican) saltwater species that
inexplicably found their way
up the Columbia R. to Portland.
Single Parakeet Auklets were
reported from Boiler Bay on 16
and 22 Nov (Phil Pickering).
An amazing 15,000 Rhinoceros
Auklets were involved in the
massive seabird ﬂight at Boiler
Bay 23 Nov (Dave Tracy).
Two Band-tailed Pigeons passed
over the Green Ridge Hawkwatch,
Jefferson on 14 Oct and another
ﬂew by that site the following
day (ﬁde Chuck Gates). Yet
another eastside Band-tailed
was at Malone Spring, Klamath
14 Oct (Frank Lospalluto). This
species is generally rare e. of
the Cascade crest. Small ﬂocks

This White-winged Dove found its way into a pheasant pen 6 miles
south of Burns Junction, Malheur County. Photo/Karen Cottrell
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of Eurasian Collared-Doves are
now entrenched around multiple
south coastal towns. Groups of
2-5 birds originally found during
Spring 2006 (or earlier) persisted
through the season at Brookings,
Bandon and North Bend (ﬁde
Tim Rodenkirk). Up to 15 were
seen throughout the season
at an established colony near
Madras, Jefferson (Kim Owen
et al.). Groups of 3+ CollaredDoves continued in Klamath at
Klamath Falls and Merrill (ﬁde
Kevin Spencer) and up to 16
were in Burns 24 Sep+ (Tim
Janzen et al.). A White-winged
Dove at Burns Jct. 27 Sep-7 Oct
(Karen and Larry Cottrell photo
page24, Owen Schmidt video,)
was Oregon’s 11th and the 1st for
Malheur. Oregon’s 1st Common
Ground-Dove was a one-day
wonder at the Wahl family ranch
near Cape Blanco 1 Aug (Terry
Wahl, Lois Miller video). Rare
Columbiformes seem to have a
strange afﬁnity for this Curry
site, as all six species of dove and
pigeon known from Oregon have
been documented on this property.
A Snowy Owl at Newport 30
Nov (Terry Morse) was the
only report of the season and
did not foreshadow an irruption
year, though there was a small
“echo ﬂight” in Washington (per
Steve Mlodinow). A Burrowing
Owl returned to its traditional
wintering site along Livermore
Rd., Polk (near Baskett Slough)
by 28 Oct (Roy Gerig). Another
Burrowing Owl appeared on a
small grassy area adjacent to a
Newport tire store on 25 Nov
(Patty Sorensen). It spent much
of the winter season there before
being captured and relocated to
a safer location (see page 7 for
a report of interesting behavior
and a photo). A Great Gray Owl
was at Big Meadows in extreme
e. Linn 18 Aug (Don Berg, Roy
Gerig). A road-killed Long-eared
Owl in Coos Bay 14 Nov (Russ

Namitz) was quite unexpected.
There is but one prior Coos
record for this enigmatic species
(Contreras 1998). The lone
Boreal Owl of the season was
near Broken Top, Deschutes 1
Oct (Judy Meredith et al.). Six
southbound Common Nighthawks
passed over the Klootchy Creek
wayside e. of Seaside on 22 Aug
(David Bailey), providing the
only report for the north coast. A
migrant ﬂock of 50 nighthawks
passed over Sisters on 27 Aug
(Steve Shunk). Ten Black Swifts
cruised over Molalla River State
Park, Clackamas on 12 Sep and
two passed high over F.R.R. on 15
Sep (David Irons). Another Black
Swift at Oregon City, Clackamas
13 Oct (Louis Fredd) was the
latest report by nearly a month.
Single migrant Black-chinned
Hummingbirds were at Bend on
6 Aug (Howard Horvath) and 29
Aug (Craig and Marilyn Miller)
and another was at Summer L.
W.M.A. headquarters 21 Aug
(Craig and Marilyn Miller). A
male Costa’s Hummingbird,
which ﬁrst appeared at a Port
Orford feeder on 20 July,
remained to 8 Aug (Lois Miller
photo). Four Costa’s visited
Deschutes, where this species I
has become annual, during the
period. A hummingbird believed
to be an Anna’s X Costa’s hybrid
frequented an Oregon City feeder
2-18 Nov (Harry Nehls, m.ob.)
An extremely late male Calliope
Hummingbird was at Eugene
8 Oct (Dan Gleason). Lewis’s
Woodpeckers were virtually
nonexistent in the W.V., where
they were formerly common.
All four were reported 9-11 Oct,
suggesting a small movement
during this time window. East of
the Cascades, 29 Lewis’s at the
Eyerly Burn, Jefferson 5 Aug
(Craig and Marilyn Miller), and
50 near Dufur, Wasco 4 Nov
(Stuart Johnston) were the high
counts. A Dusky Flycatcher
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at Cascade head 10 Sep, was
followed up by another there on 4
Oct (Phil Pickering). This species
is rarely detected along the outer
coast. Black Phoebe continues
its incremental range expansion
along the north coast, as
evidenced by three in Tillamook
and Clatsop 7 Oct-18 Nov. Black
Phoebes have yet to become
commonplace in the northern
W.V., thus one at Washington’s
Fernhill Wetlands 21 Oct was
noteworthy (John Rakestraw).
From Salem south there were at
least 16 Black Phoebes reported,
with several remaining throughout
the period. Though Black Phoebes
are still rare across most of eastern
Oregon, they have become regular
in the Klamath Basin. Singles
were at L. Ewauna 17 Sep and 8
Nov (Kevin Spencer) and another
was at the Wood River Wetlands
at the n. end of Upper Klamath L.
17 Sep (Wes Stone). Eleven Say’s
Phoebes were detected westside,
including six at outer coastal sites
1 Sep-25 Nov. The four Tropical
Kingbirds 15 Oct-25 Nov
represented a typical fall tally
along the coast. However, one that
spent nearly two weeks (14-26
Nov) at Sauvie I. (Hannah Fritz,
m.ob. Ed McVickar photo, below)

Tropical Kingbird near Sauvie Island, Multnomah County. Photo/
Ed McVickar

was a rare inland occurrence
for this species. Single Western
Kingbirds at Cape Blanco 8 and
15 Oct were about a month late
(Terry Wahl). A Loggerhead
Shrike at the Philomath sewage
ponds 8 Nov (W. Douglas
Robinson) was the lone westside
report. After the poor showing in
2005, the Northern Shrike ﬂight
was superb, with approximately
30 reported w. of the Cascades.
Coastal numbers were particularly
impressive, highlighted by four
along the south jetty road at
Florence 14 Oct (Alan Contreras,
Graham Floyd), and up to three
inhabiting N.S.C.B. 2 Oct+ (Tim
Rodenkirk). Though Red-eyed
Vireos nest at multiple westside
sites, they are rarely detected
during fall migration. A single
Red-eyed was at Cofﬁn Butte,
Benton 7 Sep (Rich and Nanette
Armstrong, Paula Vanherheul,
Marcia Cutler). Individual Blue
Jays were at Malheur 14 Oct
(Steve Dowlan) and Bend 13
Nov (Tom Crabtree). Fall reports
of Bank Swallows continue to
increase in the W.V. A single
Bank was at Ankeny N.W.R. 2
Aug (Roy Gerig) and two were
at Philomath the same day (W.
Douglas Robinson). Single Bank
Swallows were seen regularly
at F.R.R. 11 Aug-early Sep
(David Irons, m.ob.). Tens of
thousands of Barn Swallows again
assembled at a roost site near
Dayton, Yamhill 23 Aug+ (Floyd
Schrock). Most of these birds
were gone by 9 Oct, when only 12
remained in the area.
A Rock Wren on the W.V. ﬂoor
near Ankeny N.W.R. 17 Aug
was exceptional (Ben Young).
Most westside records of this
species are from upslope sites
(usually rock quarries and dam
faces) in the Cascades and the
Coast Range. Extremely rare
on the outer coast, a Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher was a ﬁxture
near the Siuslaw R. deﬂation

plain 7-28 Oct (Alan Contreras,
Laura Johnson, John Sullivan).
A gnatcatcher at Burns 17 Aug
was only slightly out of range
(Patty Bowers). The ﬂock of
nine Mountain Bluebirds that
dropped in at Cascade Head
on 21 Oct (Phil Pickering) was
an unprecedented single site
tally for the coast. Though this
species is nearly annual in fall
on the outer coast, they almost
always occur as singletons. A
Townsend’s Solitaire at Cascade
Head 25 Aug (Phil Pickering)
was nearly as rare for the outer
coast. Nine Townsend’s Solitaires
were at Marys Peak, Benton 24
Sep (W. Douglas Robinson). A
Gray Catbird that made a couple
brief appearances near Alvadore
1-4 Aug (Milton Decker) was
the 4th for Lane. Another catbird
at Page Springs Campground,
Harney 23 Aug (Steve Dowlan)
was more expected. Three of the
statewide nine N. Mockingbirds
were in Harney 3 Aug-26 Sep+,
with the latter bird frequenting
a Burns yard until 13 Nov
(Patty Bowers). One of the three
coastal Mockingbirds was a
recently ﬂedged juvenile near
Seven Devils Wayside, s. of
Charleston 9 Sep (Paul Sullivan
et al.). There are no conﬁrmed
coastal nesting records. The only
westside Sage Thrasher was at
L. Selmac, Josephine 16 Oct
(Paul Sullivan, Carol Karlen). A
Brown Thrasher, which initially
appeared daily in a Lorane yard
8 Nov (Daphne Turner, John
Houle), became very secretive
over time. This bird, Lane’s 2nd
record, remained until at least 18
Mar 2007, often going unseen for
weeks at a time.
Three of the four Tennessee
Warblers were on the eastside.
Singles were at Malheur 16 Sep
(Alan Contreras, Daniel Farrar),
n. of Antone, Wheeler 16 Sep
(Joel Geier), and at Suttle L.,
Jefferson 17 Sep (Bill Tice). The

westside bird was at Luckiamute
State Natural Area, Benton 2122 Sep (W. Douglas Robinson
written description). Frenchglen,
Harney hosted a Chestnutsided Warbler 16-17 Sep (Alan
Contreras, Daniel Farrar). A
Magnolia Warbler was at Malheur
17 Sep (Tim Rodenkirk). The
Cape May Warbler found at
Clackamas 12 Oct (John Gatchet)
is about the 11th for the state and
the 4th w. of the Cascades. On
25 Sep a well-described Prairie
Warbler, Oregon’s 10th, landed
on the south jetty of the Siuslaw
R. (Wayne Schmidt), two days
shy of the 25th anniversary of the
state’s 1st (27 Sep 1981, Newport).
As expected, all but two of the
season’s 22 Palm Warblers were
along the coast. Inland birds
turned up near the summit of
Marys Peak (4097’), Benton 24
Sep (W. Douglas Robinson),
and at Portland’s Smith L. 13
Oct (Andy Frank). Up to three
Palms were on N.S.C.B. 8 Oct+
(Tim Rodenkirk) and four were
found near Tillamook 11 Oct
(Richard Smith). Single Blackand-White Warblers were eastside
at Bend 4 Oct (Marilyn Miller)
and westside at Smith and Bybee
Lakes 20 Oct (Trask Colby).

Brown Thrasher, Lorane Highway
near Eugene, Lane County 9 November, 2006 Photo/Roger Robb
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Regular coverage has consistently
turned up American Redstarts at
Cascade Head in recent years.
Singles were there 25 Aug and
7 Sep (Phil Pickering). The only
other Redstarts were two at
Fields, Harney 16 Sep (ﬁde Noah
Strycker). Northern Waterthrush is
a surprisingly rare coastal vagrant
in Oregon, thus one at Salishan,
Lincoln 20 Aug (Mark Elliot) was
an excellent ﬁnd, and quite early.
On 17 Sep another Northern was
at Malheur headquarters, where
they are annual (Alan Contreras,
Daniel Farrar).
An Am. Tree Sparrow at
Millicoma Marsh 7 Nov (Tim
Rodenkirk) was Coos’ 7th. On 19
Nov two Tree Sparrows were at
Summer Lake W.M.A., where this
species is nearly annual (Craig
and Marilyn Miller). Two Claycolored Sparrows graced Coos in
November. One was at Millicoma
Marsh 3-9 Nov (Tim Rodenkirk)
and the second wintered after
showing up at a North Bend
feeder 20 Nov (Barb Grifﬁn,
m.ob.). Another Clay-colored 4
Nov at Sunnyside County Park,
Linn was the only other report
(Jeff Harding). Just two dispersant
Brewer’s Sparrows were detected
in the W.V, where they are often
found in small ﬂocks during
August. Singles were at Finley
N.W.R. 17 Aug (W. Douglas
Robinson) and Pioneer Villa w.
of Brownsville, Linn 18 Aug (Joe
Fontaine, Randy Moore et al.).
Lark Sparrows put in their annual
appearance at the Wahl ranch
near Cape Blanco, with two on
27-31 Aug and a late straggler
there 1-4 Nov (Terry Wahl). Away
from this site Lark Sparrows
are quite rare on the outer coast,
particularly to the north. Eleven
Swamp Sparrows were all w. of
the Cascades. Groups of four were
at the Wilson R. delta, Tillamook
7 Oct (Jeff Gilligan) and at
favored Millicoma Marsh in Coos
Bay 11 Nov (Joe Metzler, Russ

Namitz, Tim Rodenkirk). Over
(Mike Patterson) plus a single at
50 White-throated Sparrows were Newport 9 Nov (Jeff Harding).
reported statewide 26 Sep-period. The season’s two Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were at Klamath Falls
The majority of these were w. of
the Cascades, including up to 14
2 Sep (Dave Haupt) and Seaside
at Millicoma Marsh by 19 Nov+,
14 Sep (Mike Patterson). For
and at least nine at E.E. Wilson
the second year in a row a Blue
W.M.A. n. of Corvallis 20 Nov
Grosbeak was found in Curry
(Joel Geier). On the eastside a
when a female showed up at
ﬂock of ﬁve was near Prineville
Pistol River 8 Sep (Don Munson
13 Oct (Don Sutherlin). There
photo, Buzz Stewart). Lazuli
were six Harris’s Sparrows,
Bunting is a rare coastal transient,
with ﬁve west and one east of
but they have shown up near
the Cascades. Two at Portland’s
annually at Cascade Head over
Mt. Tabor Park 19 Aug (Tom
the past decade. Singles stopped
McNamara) were extremely early. there on 23 Aug and 10 Sep (Phil
Additional westside singles were
Pickering).
at Millicoma Marsh, where they
Single Bobolinks visited the
are nearly annual, 29 Oct-30 Nov N.S.C.B 8 Aug (Tim Rodenkirk)
(Tim Rodenkirk) and Brookings
and Cascade Head 25 Aug (Phil
21 and 28+ Nov (Sheila
Pickering). This species is rare
Chambers). The lone eastside bird west of the Cascades at any
was near Powell Butte, Crook 25
season, though most westside
Nov (Chuck Gates et al.).
records involve southbound
immatures along the coast. On
Lapland Longspurs made a
the eastside, a migrant ﬂock of
modest coastal showing. A lone
bird at Cascade Head 10 Sep
110 Bobolinks was at Paulina,
(Phil Pickering) represented the
Crook 23 Aug (Chuck Gates,
only north coast report. Twelve
Denise Reinhart). On 5 Aug
were detected along the south
a male Tricolored Blackbird
coast 14 Sep-17 Nov, highlighted was discovered at F.R.R (Alan
by four at N.S.C.B. 29 Oct
Contreras, Tim Lee). Further
(Tim Rodenkirk). One Lapland
searching of this site revealed a
at Gaston, Washington 7 Oct
small ﬂock containing at least
(Greg Gillson) and another at
F.R.R. 11 Nov (Matt Peterson)
were the only inland reports
for the westside. Chestnutcollared Longspurs are now
expected annually along the
coast. This trend continued with
ﬁve coastal detections 2 Oct12 Nov. A singleton at S.J.C.R.
6-7 Oct (David Bailey) was
the only report for Clatsop,
where multiples had been found
several years in a row. Far less
expected was Jackson’s 1st
Chestnut-collared, which dropped
in at Lost Creek Res. 21 Oct
(Norm Barrett). Snow Bunting
Harris’ Sparrow attending the phoreports were limited to groups
tographer’s
feeder in Brookings,
of two at Cascade Head 23 Oct
Curry.
Photo/Sheila
Chambers
(Phil Pickering) and nine on
Clatsop’s Sunset Beach 8 Nov
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females that continued to be seen
almost daily 7-30 Aug (m.ob.).
Two Yellow-headed Blackbirds
made it to the outer coast, where
rare. One was at Cape Blanco 9
Sep (Terry Wahl). Another that
graced Clatsop’s West L. 22 Nov
(Don Haller) was exceptionally
late. The only two Great-tailed
Grackles of the season were
both in Coos. One was seen
sporadically near Lakeside 15
Oct-18 Nov (Jason Randolph) and
another was on N.S.C.B. 21 Oct+
(Russ Namitz et al.). An Orchard
Oriole was near Redmond,
Deschutes 23 Aug (Kim Owen).
Single Hooded Orioles visited
feeders in Port Orford 26-27 Oct
(Lois Miller) and Reedsport,
Douglas 24-30 Nov (ﬁde Tim
Rodenkirk). The season’s only
Baltimore Oriole was at Malheur
17 Sep (Alan Contreras, Daniel
Farrar). The wintering ﬂock of
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches at
Marys Peak reached 26 birds on 8
Nov+ (Joel Geier). This remains
the only Coast Range site where
this species occurs regularly.
Larch Mtn. in e. Multnomah
was the place to be for unusual
ﬁnches during November. On 15
Nov several Gray-crowned RosyFinches and a Cassin’s Finch were
there (Khanh Tran). The following
day three Pine Grosbeaks were

American
Pipit, 15
October,
The
Narrows,
Harney
Coounty.
Photo/
Steve
Dowlan

discovered (John Fitchen, Bob
Stites). Another Cassin’s Finch
was near the summit on 18 Nov
(Jeff Gilligan). Most unexpected
were two Pine Grosbeaks inside
the Portland city limits at Pittock
Mansion 30 Nov (Wink Gross).
These birds remained through the
winter. An early White-winged
Crossbill at Santiam Pass, Linn
17 Aug (Roy Gerig) raised hopes
of a winter incursion, but ended
up being the only report of the
season. Conversely, two Common
Redpolls at Nehalem Bay,
Tillamook 23 Nov (Phil Blanton,
Susan Tone), another duo at
Astoria 27 Nov (Mike Patterson),
and a ﬂock of 14 redpolls at
Baskett Slough N.W.R. 28 Nov
(Randy Moore), were precursors
to a mid-winter irruption into
western Oregon.
Abbreviations: BGPT (Bird
Guide Pelagic Trip), F.R.R. (Fern
Ridge Res.), N.S.C.B. (North Spit
Coos Bay), N.W.R. (National
Wildlife Refuge), W.M.A.
(Wildlife Management Area),
W.V. (Willamette Valley).
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