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Happy voices filled the Old Mill in Garibaldi Oregon as more than 100 attendees
from as far away as Northumberland, England shared birding stories. Meals by
Parkside catering included vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options.

Bayocean Spit with Stefan Schlick
Field trips, led by some of Oregon leading birders, ranged from Sitka Sedge in
the south to Sunset Point in far south Clatsop County.
Sold-out pelagic trips by Oregon Pelagic Tours on both Saturday and Sunday
were a success. Highlights included a five shearwater species day on Saturday
and “skua” grand slams on both days. Other wildlife included Humpback whales,
Pacific white-sided dolphins at the bow, and a huge ocean sunfish.
144 species were reported at Saturday night’s countdown. A Clay- colored
Sparrow was found Sunday morning by Jeff Harding’s group at Tillamook
wetlands. A booby sp. was spotted by Colby Neuman during a seawatch at Cape
Meares. He and his field trip participants were unable to ID to species. This bird
was seen later a bit closer, and reported as a Blue-footed Booby by Paul
Sullivan.

Friday night, the Old Mill’s historic atmosphere was a great setting for Kendrick
Moholt’s photographs of the Falkland Islands, South Georgia Island, and the
Pantanal. Kendrik is a photographer,ornithologist and world traveler, and he
shared favorite locations from the tropics to subantarctic islands and described
why he is happy to give up a big list in favor of abundance, proximity and a lack
of fear.
Saturday night, OBA President James Billstine reported on the year’s
accomplishments, including the new website, https://oregonbirding.org. A slate of
nominations for the OBA board included Nagi Aboulenein for president-elect. Tim
Janzen described the work of the Oregon Birds Record Committee.
Following the business meeting, Dr. Pepper Trail talked about his truly
fascinating work as a senior forensic scientist and ornithologist at the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Forensics Laboratory in Oregon. The lab is the world’s
foremost facility dedicated to solving crimes against wildlife; it provides wildliferelated crime laboratory services to wildlife law enforcement officers
at federal, state and international levels, so criminals can be successfully
prosecuted.

Dinner at the Old Mill Event Center in Garibaldi
25% of this year’s attendees were new OBA members; there was a nice mix of
age groups, reflecting the current board’s efforts to attract younger
members. One of the three young scholarship recipients reported that he
“enjoyed meeting a lot of Oregon's birders, many of which we hadn't met before.
The speakers were very enjoyable, and the field trips were really fun.”

Neahkahnie sea cliffs with Mike Patterson
Dawn Villaescusa received a well-deserved volunteer of the year award. We can
thank Dawn for the well-organized registration system!
We hope to see you at next year’s meeting!
Kathy Krall
OBA Director

