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1956 
 
Autumn Migration, 1955 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—August and September were warmer and 
drier than usual, extending the summer season. 
However, except for a few stragglers, some of which 
stayed remarkably late, August and September migrants 
appeared to depart about on schedule. Fall rains began 
in mid-September at Libby, with snow in the 
mountains. Winter struck very early throughout the 
Region, bringing snow and temperatures far below zero 
by mid-November.  
 

 
Temperatures moderated during the remainder of the 
month but the snow persisted. The  
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cold snap, while too late to affect most migrants, 
caused some late-staying species to hurry their 
departure and some winter visitors to appear earlier 
than usual. Unless otherwise credited, observations 
from the Bozeman, Mont., area are those of Clifford V. 
Davies; Great Falls, Mont., area, John Person, Gorham 
Swan-berg and Thomas Walker; Missoula, and 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Mont., Ralph 
L. Hand; Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho, Pullman and 
Turnbull Wildlife Refuge, Wash., Jared Verner; 
Spokane, Wash., area, Stephen O. Stanley, and Libby, 
Mont., the editor. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—A few Common Loons were 
migrating through Great Falls during the last half of 
October. Three were seen on the Missouri River, Oct. 
24. Hand reported 15 Red-necked Grebes at Seeley 
Lake, northeast of Missoula, Sept. 4. Horned Grebes 
were at Great Falls from Sept. 17 to Nov. 5. The 
highest number was 5. One bird was picked up in 
Libby on Sept. 20, as were a Western Grebe, Nov. 20, 
and a Pied-billed, Nov. 13. The birds appear to lose 

their way during the night, often in fog, and alight in 
town, then are unable to take off again. A few Eared 
Grebes were noted at Seeley Lake (RLH) and Great 
Falls. A few Westerns were noted by all reporters and 
about 60 were seen, Oct. 22, on a lake north of 
Sandpoint, Idaho (TR). John Person reported 12 
Double-crested Cormorants, Aug. 19, near Great Falls. 
A Great Blue Heron still lingered near Three Forks, 
Mont., Nov. 6 (CVD). 
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were migrating during 
October and early November in northern Idaho and 
western Montana. Canada Geese stopped by hundreds 
at Turnbull during October (2,500 on Oct. 23–SOS). 
On the same date, Davis saw about 50 Snow Geese 
flying high near the Bridger Mountains near Bozeman. 
S. O. Stanley reported that ducks seemed to be 
concentrated at Turnbull and other lakes of the 
Columbia Basin, as potholes dried up early. Verner 
recorded 15,000 Mallards at Turnbull on Oct. 1. Up to 
2,000 were noted in the Great Falls area, but the cold 
weather of mid-November decreased their numbers, as 
it did for Canada Geese and swans. Pintails were noted 
mainly at Turnbull (1,000 on Aug. 1) and at Kicking 
Horse (rather common, Aug. 26). Green-winged Teal 
were commoner than usual around Missoula and 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, and were fairly common 
in the Great Falls area. Blue-winged Teal (and perhaps 
Cinnamon) were fairly common at Ninepipe and 
Kicking Horse, but sporadic elsewhere. Wood Ducks 
were common at Missoula but scarcer at Spokane. 
Redheads were widely but sparingly recorded, but Ring-
necked Ducks appeared only at Turnbull (74 on Oct. 
1). At Great Falls, the Am. Golden-eye arrived early, 
Nov. 5, and reached a peak of over 500 on the Missouri 
on Thanksgiving Day. Buffleheads were noted only at 
Lewiston (2 on Nov. 25) and Ruddies were mainly at 
Turnbull (59 on Oct. 1). The fall duck migration, in 
spite of the late summer, arrived early at Turnbull. 
Species were well represented in October (W. A. 
Rodgers, fide SOS). 
 
Vultures, Hawks, Eagles.—At least 14 Turkey Vultures 
were in the colony at Missoula. The species was not 
noted elsewhere. Records of hawks were few, except 
from Great Falls, where Swainson's migrated through 
in numbers (100 on Sept. 1). Rough-legged Hawks 
appeared there early (Oct. 22) but were not reported 
elsewhere. A Bald Eagle was noted near the close of 
the period near Spokane and at Libby (Douglas Munts); 
Golden Eagles appeared on the prairies near Great 
Falls during October and November. Hand reported 
the Marsh Hawk as commoner than usual. Five 
Gyrfalcons appeared at Great Falls, Nov. 18. Walker 
suspects that the severe weather is responsible for so 
many of these birds arriving. A Sparrow Hawk was still 
at Spokane on Nov. 24 (Earl Pettibone). 
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Coot and Shorebirds.—Am. Coot were common as usual 
in Western Montana and eastern Washington. A 
Ringed Plover showed up at Great Falls, Aug. 30, and 5 
at Potlatch, Idaho, a few days later (JV). Hand 
identified one at Kicking Horse on two days in August. 
Verner reported a Black-bellied Plover collected in 
Spokane County, Sept. 13, and 2 more seen near 
Cheney, Wash., Oct. 2. Some Killdeer lingered and 
probably will winter as usual in a few places. Wilson's 
Snipe were gathering and migrating in September and 
October. Spotted Sandpipers were mostly gone by mid-
September. The Solitary Sandpiper appeared first on 
July 11 at Turnbull and was noted sparingly at several 
places, with the latest record, Sept. 25, at Missoula 
(late). Greater Yellowlegs, scarce as usual, appeared at 
the early date of June 23 at Turnbull and also were 
noted there the latest (Oct. 23, SOS). Great Falls had 
the best migration of Lesser Yellow-legs, with 250 on 
Aug. 24. Pectoral Sandpipers were recorded at Missoula 
and Libby (first records here for Hand and Rogers), 
and were fairly common at Turnbull in September. 
Least Sandpipers stayed later than usual at Libby, until 
Sept. 10, and until Oct. 2 at Turnbull. Great Falls had 
up to 110 Baird's in August. Dowitchers were mostly 
migrating through Turnbull, where a few Sanderlings 
were also noted. Western Sandpipers appeared very 
early at Great Falls, on June 20, and were fairly 
common in several localities. Am. Avocets were not 
noted after August, and Wilson's and Northern 
Phalaropes were mostly gone before Sept. 1. The 
former species of phalarope was abundant around 
Great Falls. 
 
Gulls and Terns.—Ring-billed Gulls were abundant as 
usual around some lake areas, but a few California  
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Gulls were seen at West Medical Lake, Wash. (SOS), as 
well as 2 Bonaparte's, Oct. 12. One of the latter species 
appeared at Turnbull in July. An excellent migration of 
the Franklin's Gull passed through the Great Falls area, 
with 5,500 on Aug. 11 and nearly 4,000 on Sept. 26. 
Numbers of Common Terns also passed through 
during August. Hand noted single Forster's at Ninepipe 
and Kicking Horse, and Verner got a very late record 
of a Black Tern on Sept. 6 at Turnbull. 
 
Doves, Owls.—A remarkable record of a Mourning 
Dove nest with 2 eggs and an adult on the nest on 
Sept. 11 was obtained near Three Forks, Mont., by 
Martin Dwyer. Horned Owls began appearing in Great 
Falls on Nov. 10 with the cold weather, and Pygmy 
Owls appeared in Libby by Nov. 14 (early), apparently 
due to the cold and snow. Short-eared Owls were 
noted at Ninepipe and Great Falls. 

 
Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds.—The 
Common Nighthawk left on schedule in the first week 
in September, in spite of the warm, summery weather, 
except for a straggler in Spokane, Sept. 27. A Vaux's 
Swift was noted on Aug. 28 at Libby, where it is rare, 
and was last seen at Missoula on the same date. 
Hummingbirds seemed very scarce. The only record 
was Hand's last date of Aug. 25 for the Rufous. Belted 
Kingfishers were migrating into Turnbull, beginning 
Aug. 19. 
 
Woodpeckers.—The Red-shafted Flicker showed no 
appreciable migratory movement except at Great Falls, 
where most had left during October. The Yellow-
shafted showed a very light migration, as usual, through 
Great Falls, where a hybrid was also noted. Lewis's 
W6odpecker was common at Missoula, scarce at Libby, 
and had mostly left by mid-September. A rare White-
headed Woodpecker was seen near Spokane, Oct. 16 
(Warren Hall, fide SOS). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
seemed scarce and were not seen after September. 
Downy Woodpeckers appeared in Great Falls on Sept. 
1. 
 
Flycatchers.—Most Eastern Kingbirds departed as usual, 
before Sept. 1, with a late bird at Turnbull, Sept. 9. The 
last date for the Western Kingbird was Sept. 5 at Great 
Falls. Traill's was last noted at Libby, Aug. 8, and the 
Least, Aug. 18, in the Cabinet Mountains near Libby. 
The Western Flycatcher was not seen after early August 
(Missoula and Great Falls). Hand noted a very late 
Western Wood Pewee on Sept. 23. 
 
Larks, Swallows.—Horned Larks had mostly left the 
Spokane area before late October and showed a light 
flight at Missoula in early September. Violet-green and 
Tree Swallows left in August, except for 25 of the latter 
noted on Sept. 11 near Spokane. Davis reported great 
flocks of Bank, Rough-winged, Barn and Cliff Swallows 
on Aug. 19 in the Gallatin valley, Montana. Barn 
Swallows, as usual, furnished the latest records of these 
(Sept. 11 at Spokane). 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches.—A flock of 15 or 20 
Steller's Jays was noted, Oct. 15, in the Cabinet 
Mountains near Libby (Dale Smith), perhaps a vertical 
migration movement. The Am. Crow seemed to have 
migrated out of the Missoula area by mid-September. 
Clark's Nutcracker appeared in flocks of 5 to 20 in the 
Spokane area by Sept. 15, but elsewhere appeared to 
remain in the mountains. Snow and cold at Libby 
forced Black-capped and Mountain Chickadees into 
town to feeding stations much earlier than usual. The 
former species and Red-breasted Nuthatches had 
appeared in Great Falls, Aug. 23. Dippers, Wrens, 
Thrushes.—Two Am. Dippers appeared at Great Falls, 
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Nov. 16. House Wrens appeared to have left early 
(Aug. 24 at Missoula, Aug. 26 at Libby), but a late bird 
was at Spokane, Sept. 30. A Long-billed Marsh Wren 
remained until Nov. 20 near Great Falls, but the Rock 
Wren had disappeared by mid-September. Am. Robins 
were generally flocking and moving in early October. 
Varied Thrushes were still present in the Cabinet 
Mountains the last of October (Bill Cole) but arrived at 
feeding stations in Spokane by Nov. 15. The Hermit 
Thrush was reported only by Verner, whose last date 
was Sept. 24, near Moscow. Davis reported extra-large 
flocks of Mountain Bluebirds in his area in early 
September. Western Bluebirds (25) were observed on 
Sept. 11 in the Spokane area, where they sometimes 
winter. Townsend's Solitaire had come down from the 
mountains only at Great Falls (Nov. 24). 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were 
migrating in September west of the Divide and in 
October through Great Falls. Water Pipits were 
migrating throughout the area as early as Aug. 29 
(Libby) and until Nov. 6 (Great Falls). A single 
Bohemian Waxwing appeared in a flock of Cedar 
Waxwings at Libby, Oct. 3, an unusually early date. 
They did not arrive in numbers until Nov. 3, however, 
and then built up to a spectacular flock estimated at 
1,800, the largest in the experience of the editor at 
Libby (9 winters). Great flocks had arrived in Bozeman 
by Nov. 20. Cedar Waxwings showed peak numbers at 
Libby on Sept. 18, with a flock of 145. The species 
lingered in small numbers to the end of the period in 
several places. 
 
Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—The Gray Shrike was reported 
by Verner as more abundant in the Moscow area than 
usual, and Stanley reported 2 Loggerheads at Turnbull, 
Oct. 23. Starlings still seem to be on the increase, 
especially at Great Falls. The Red-eyed Vireo appeared 
to have left western Montana by Sept. 1, except for a 
very late straggler at Missoula, Sept. 23. Verner 
remarked that his last Red-eyed was very late, on Aug. 
24, so the species seems to follow a different schedule 
in his area. Solitary Vireos left during early September. 
Hand also got a late record for the Warbling Vireo—
Sept. 13. 
 
Warblers.—Orange-crowned Warblers were migrating 
in the Spokane area in mid-September, as were the 
Yellow, Audubon's and Macgillivray's. In western 
Montana, west of the Divide, the Yellow and 
Macgillivray's disappeared, as usual, by Sept. 1, and 
Audubon's was moving during September and early 
October, with the last date Oct. 16 at Libby. Verner 
saw a Nashville Warbler, Sept. 18, in the Moscow area 
where it is exceedingly rare in autumn. A Black and 
White Warbler was identified, Oct 11, at Spokane, 
where it is very rare (Mrs. A. I. Buchecker, fide SOS). 

Hand again found a few Common Yellowthroats 
remaining at least to Oct. 2. Black- 
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capped Warblers passed through in late September and 
early October, although at Missoula they arrived, Aug. 
28. Hand got another late record, an Am. Redstart on 
Sept. 23. A Northern Water-thrush was noted in Great 
Falls, Sept. 16, but the last record at Libby was, as 
usual, in mid-August. 
 
Bobolinks, Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks 
were reported only from Missoula, where the last date, 
Sept. 1, was rather late. Western Meadowlarks were 
massing for migration in early October at Great Falls 
and were gone by Oct. 24. At Libby 5 birds were found 
dead, Nov. 12, as winter struck. They were found inside 
a chicken coop, where they apparently had taken refuge 
(Bill McConnell). One bird, which was skinned and 
mounted, appeared to be in emaciated condition. 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were last noted at Ninepipe 
on Aug. 2. A few Red-wings, along with Brewer's 
Blackbirds, were still at Turnbull, Oct. 23 (SOS). 
Hand's last record of Bullock's Oriole at Missoula was 
on July 31. Brewer's Blackbird was very common at 
Missoula. Brown-headed Cowbirds seemed scarce and 
disappeared by Aug. 1. 
 
Finches.—Two Black-headed Grosbeaks passed through 
Libby on Aug. 16, the only ones reported. Lazuli 
Buntings likewise seemed scarce and were not seen 
after Aug. 1. Evening Grosbeaks were present in 
moderate numbers in several localities. The maximum 
at Libby was 46. Cassin's Finch lingered into October 
around Spokane. Pine Grosbeaks arrived early in Libby 
(Nov. 13), with the cold snap. Davis noted a flock of 
50 Black Rosy Finches, Sept. 4, circling a peak in the 
Bridger Range near Bozeman. Common Redpolls 
arrived about on schedule at Libby (Nov. 8) and 
appeared on Nov. 13 at Great Falls. Pine Siskins at 
Libby failed to show large migrating flocks and were 
gone by late October. Large flocks were noted in the 
Little Belt Mountains near Great Falls, however. The 
Am. Goldfinch was very common at Missoula. A flock 
of 9 appeared in the wintry weather at Great Falls, 
Nov. 20. Red Crossbill records were few, in marked 
contrast to their superabundance a year ago. They were 
common in the Little Belts during the fall; however, the 
odd phenomenon of White-winged Crossbills in Great 
Falls in July was reported by John Person. 
 
Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees left in September. 
Savannah, Vesper, Lark and Chipping Sparrows 
appeared to be migrating in late August and September. 
A few Slate-colored Juncos appeared in Spokane. 
Oregon Juncos were common at Spokane, Missoula 
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and Great Falls, but scarce, as usual, at Libby. Am. Tree 
Sparrows arrived at Lewiston on Nov. 25. White-
crowned Sparrows appeared as early as Aug. 29 (Libby) 
and a few were still in Spokane in late November. An 
unusually good migration of White-throated Sparrows 
was observed at Great Falls, with a peak of 23 on Sept. 
19. Fox Sparrows in this Region seem to disappear in 
mid-summer, but one was recorded near Fairfield, 
northwest of Great Falls, Oct. 9. Movement of 
Lincoln's Sparrows was noted in late September and 
early October at Missoula and Great Falls. A few Song 
Sparrows were migrating in mid-September around 
Great Falls but no movement was apparent elsewhere. 
Snow Buntings arrived with the cold spell at Libby 
(Nov. 15, early) and at Great Falls.—THOMAS 
ROGERS, Libby, Mont. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1955 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Charles W. Lockerbie was 
made honorary president of the Utah Audubon Society.  

 
For twenty years he has been their field chairman and 
has had four terms as president. He remains the grand 
old man of birding in the West. Temperatures and 
precipitation were about normal over this Region 
during this period until the second week in November, 
when an unprecedented cold wave hit the whole area, 
sending temperatures well subzero in the northern part 
and bringing snow to the whole Region. This was 
particularly remarkable since the climate tends to be 
local among the mountains and deserts. Leo Young, 
reporting for Bear River Marshes at the north end of 
Great Salt Lake, says the census showed 356,375 
waterfowl on November 9. A week later, with ice over 
most of the area, the estimate was 35,000. This cold 
wave ended the waterfowl migration for the most part 
over the whole Region. There were some other effects. 
An Ancient Murrelet was captured in Roosevelt, in 
eastern Utah on Nov. 12 (Killpack). A weirder spot for 
an alcid could hardly be imagined. Roosevelt is in a 
very arid but irrigated area on the plateau south of the 

high Uinta Mountains. However, this is the second 
record for the state. We have an unusually high number 
of extraordinary birds to report this time. 
 
Herons.—Don Hunter of Rexburg, Idaho, had an Am. 
Egret on Sept. 7 at Mud Lake in eastern Idaho, which 
he thinks is the first record for that state. 
 
Swans and Geese.—Grace Nelson reported the greatest 
count of Trumpeter Swans on record on the National 
Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole on Oct. 31. There were 33 
birds of which 10 were cygnets, the greatest number 
since the transplanting of the bird (two pairs) from Red 
Rock Lake in Montana in 1938. Carl Jepson, naturalist 
at Grand Teton, has been transferred to Zion. For the 
first time a few (12) Whistling Swans remained through 
the summer at Bear River. Formerly only crippled or 
lead poisoned birds remained. The high fall count was 
22,500 on Nov. 9, up 5,500 from last year. A flock of 9 
White-fronted Geese was seen, and 2 taken, at Ogden 
Bay Refuge on Great Salt Lake,  
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Oct. 18 (Killpack). This is the largest number of these 
birds reported out of their flyway in some time. 
 
Ducks.—On Oct. 19 a European Widgeon was taken 
at Bear River for the first record for the state of Utah. 
The Pintail at 386,000 was about the same as last year. 
The other two high species were 140,000 Green-
winged Teal and 100,000 Am. Widgeon. The number 
of Canvas-backs was up to 60,000, an increase of 
21,000 over last year. The Stillwater Refuge in Western 
Nevada near Carson Sink was troubled with low water. 
Consequently most of their waterfowl counts were low. 
A new high of 30,000 Green-winged Teal was reached 
on Oct. 19, however. Monte Vista Refuge in south 
central Colorado is steadily improving. There were 
25,000 ducks there this year instead of 8,000 as last 
year. The maximum number of immature and female 
Harlequin Ducks in the Cascade Area of Yellowstone 
River in Yellowstone Park was 15 and that was on Sept. 
8 (Warkley). Fifty Ring-necked Ducks were seen by 
Mrs. Shaw at Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho 
on October 27. There were 38 at National Elk Refuge, 
Jackson, Wyo. on Nov. 9 (Mrs. Nelson). 
 
Turkeys.—A dozen Turkeys were reported on Elk 
Mountain in southern Wyoming in early October 
(Lambertsen). This bird is now spread over much of 
the forested area of the eastern half of Wyoming and is 
steadily increasing. Jean Pinkley, archeologist at Mesa 
Verde National Park in southwestern Colorado writes, 
"Six Turkeys were replanted in the Park this past 
spring. They were released in the headquarters area and 
settled down in what is actually a heavily populated 
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area. This fall, two hens have spent the entire season on 
the house lawns of Park residents. They have no fear of 
humans, merely moving a few feet away when one 
appears. Children running and playing between houses 
do not seem to bother them. I am personally convinced 
that when we say the Cliff Dwellers domesticated the 
Turkey we have the cart before the horse." 
 
Cranes and Shorebirds.—Monte Vista in Colorado has the 
largest concentration of Sandhill Cranes reported, with 
200 on Nov. 25 (Bryant). Lockerbie reported about 800 
dowitchers at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake 
on Sept. 25. There are 2 reports of Am. Golden Plover 
for this Region. Lockerbie had one at Farmington Bay, 
Sept. 25, and Don Hunter had one on Sept. 7 at Mud 
Lake in eastern Idaho. This is a casual bird in this 
Region. 
 
Gulls and Terns.—Dr. Stanford reported Franklin's Gulls 
by hundreds to thousands feeding in Cache Valley in 
northeastern Utah when the Grasshoppers were "ripe." 
A late note: Lockerbie found 9 immature Common 
Terns out of 35 terns near Great Salt Lake on July 21. 
He says, "I have reversed my opinion of the Forster's 
status in and about our alkaline marshes in favor of the 
Common." The editor in near-by Wyoming at first 
thought the Common Tern was common but then 
decided that marks implied in Peterson's Guide were 
not so obvious and that the Common Tern was a rarity. 
It remains a difficult identification in most plumages. 
 
Owls.—Warkley had 6 Short-eared Owls at Ocean Lake 
in central Wyoming, Nov. 5.  
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews reporting from the Grand 
Junction area of northwestern Colorado says, "The first 
hummingbird feeders on Hanson Mesa were placed 
about five years ago and since that time the Scouts 
became interested and now every home on the Mesa 
has feeders out. We have found that the hummers 
come a little earlier each spring, stay a little later in the 
fall, and until this year, they came in ever-increasing 
numbers. Only 1 Allen's appeared and no Rufous this 
year. (The editor doubts the Allen's.) We had only 
Black-chinned and Broad-tailed. At no time the past 
summer did we feed more than two pints of syrup in a 
single day, while three years ago we fed as much as 
three quarts of syrup in a day at the height of the 
migration during the last two weeks in August and the 
first two weeks in September. This year the birds did 
not arrive until May 1, which was two to three days 
late, and the birds were so much wilder. Only one fed 
from the feeder I was holding in my hand for them. 
Other years many of the birds were very tame and if a 
window were open, they would come into the home." 
 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Nutcrackers, Jays.—Mrs. Waltman 
found a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red-naped) feeding 
all night on an abundant supply of bark insects in 
Sheridan, Wyo., this fall. Florence Thornburg of 
Tucson, Ariz. found an immature Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher along the Wood River in Idaho near Sun 
Valley. The bird was present several days and was first 
seen Aug. 6. We believe this may be the first record for 
the state although the bird has been found not far 
south in Utah. Three flocks of about 200 each of 
Clark's Nutcrackers were reported by Warkley on the 
Sweetwater River south of the Wind River Mountains 
in Wyoming on Aug. 22 in open sagebrush country. 
Nutcrackers descended into the Foothills in numbers 
this fall west of Denver (Thatcher). The Piñon Jay is 
also more common there. Oppie Reams in Durango in 
southwestern Colorado reports that the Scrub Jays are 
back in their usual numbers after the decreased number 
last year. 
 
Waxwings, Grosbeaks, Sparrows—Don Thatcher reported 
an early flock of 20 Bohemian Waxwings in the 
foothills west of Denver, Nov. 6. Small flocks of 
Evening Grosbeaks showed up in Rawlins 
(Lambertsen) and Casper (OKS) in central Wyoming in 
November. There were almost none last year. One 
hundred and twenty Pine Grosbeaks were reported on 
the southwest end of Uintah Range in eastern Utah 
(Killpack), Oct. 22, which must be within their normal 
range. Alexander Sprunt found a Baird's Sparrow at 
Devil's Tower in northeastern Wyoming, Sept. 7 (Grace 
McIntyre). There were 10 immature Harris's Sparrows 
at Roosevelt, Utah, Nov. 30 (Killpack).—DR. 
OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th, Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1955 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Au- 
gust was the driest of record with the number of sunny 
days greater than normal, but with temperatures slightly 
below normal. This trend continued through 
September, but with no extreme departures from 
normal. In contrast, October was one of the wettest of 
record, with a total of over 5 inches (Seattle). 
Temperatures were slightly below normal. From an 
above normal temperature on November 9, we were 
plunged into the lowest readings ever recorded for that 
month. Freezing temperatures continued for a week, 
broken by snowfall of 6 to 8 inches on the 17th, which 
disappeared the next day with warm rain.  
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Extensive damage was done to vegetation, which had 
not yet become dormant. Theed Pearse at Comox, 
Vancouver Island, observed that the extreme cold (to 
4° there) had little effect on the movement of birds; 
generally it would have brought a lot of birds to settled 
areas. Another comment he made was on the poor 
migration of passerines— once or twice there were 
good flocks of Am. Robins, but other species were few 
or absent. In addition, he had good evidence that there 
is a considerable migration along the foothills, which 
have now been cleared of timber. Thus land birds are 
not confined to the beaches and narrow strip of 
lowland as previously. Both Pearse and A. R. Davidson 
at Victoria found the water birds present in their usual 
number. Some gaps occur in the data, due to sickness 
and absence of some observers during significant times. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters, Fulmars.—There was a good 
showing of Common Loons at Comox in October; 
very few were around at the end of the period. Arctic 
and Red-throated Loons returned to Victoria, Oct. 14. 
The first Red-necked Grebe was seen at Victoria, Sept. 
11 (ARD), and the first at Seattle, Sept. 17 (Zella M. 
Schultz). Horned Grebes were at Victoria, Aug. 23 
(ARD); in the San Juan Islands (flock of 20), Sept. 4 
(ZMS), and at Blaine, Oct. 1 (Lucile H. Kline). The first 
Eared Grebe came to Bellevue, Wash., Sept. 25 (Walter 
Hagenstein). A raft of about 100 Western Grebes was 
seen near Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., Sept. 17 (Seattle 
Audubon Society). They came to Blaine, Sept. 30, but 
were not noted at Victoria until Oct. 5. There were an 
estimated 500 at Comox, Nov. 9. The first Pied-billed 
Grebe was noted at Victoria, Aug. 22. A Pink-footed 
Shearwater and a (Pacific) Fulmar (dark phase) were 
taken five miles off Neah Bay, Wash. (Juan de Fuca 
Strait), Sept. 5 (Garrett Eddy). The absence of 
shearwaters at Comox was noticeable. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Whistling Swans (7) were at a lake 
near Comox, Oct. 7 (Heinrich, fide TP). A Whistling 
Swan put down at Bellevue, Nov. 5, where migrations 

of Canada Geese were noted, Oct. 11 and 12, and a 
White-front was seen, Oct. 14 (WH). White-fronts 
were first recorded at Comox, Aug. 28. The migration 
of geese was probably normal there, but the birds were 
flying very high in fine, still weather. About 250 Canada 
Geese were at Blaine, Oct. 19. There was a big 
movement of Mallards and Am. Widgeons at Comox in 
mid-October, but the usual flocks of Pintails in August 
did not show up. Pintails were seen at Blaine, Sept. 21; 
there were about 1,200 on Oct. 11. They were not seen 
at Victoria until Oct. 28 (late, ARD). Gadwalls came to 
Bellevue, Nov. 16; Am. Widgeons and Shovellers, Sept. 
17. Am. Widgeons (200±) were also seen at Harper on 
Sept. 17 (SAS). Shovellers were first noted at Victoria, 
Sept. 29. Ring-necked Ducks were at Bellevue, Sept. 26; 
Canvas-backs, Oct. 10. Canvas-backs were at Victoria, 
Oct. 28. Greater Scaups were seen at Victoria, Sept. 27, 
with the main flocks on Oct. 2. Two females were 
noted near the south end of Bainbridge Island, Oct. 2 
(SAS). A female Lesser Scaup was at Seattle, Oct. 14 
(ZMS). First Am. Golden-eyes were at Victoria, Nov. 5; 
at Blaine, Nov. 8 and at Bellevue, Nov. 15. Two of the 
advance guard (1 male in eclipse plumage) were at 
Harper, Sept. 17 (SAS). Buffleheads appeared at 
Bellevue, Oct. 18; at Victoria, Oct. 21; and at Blaine 
(20), Nov. 25. A male Old-squaw in full breeding 
plumage in the San Juan Islands, Sept. 4, may have 
been a cripple. One was seen off Bainbridge Island, 
Oct. 30 (Mrs. J. I. Colwell). They came to Victoria, 
Nov. 1.  
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There was a flock of 5 to 10 flightless Harlequin Ducks 
in the San Juan Islands, July 30 (ZMS). An estimated 
300 Harlequins (with males in eclipse), and up to 800 
scoters of various species were at Point Holmes, Coast 
Dist., B. C., Aug. 29 (TP). Harlequins were at Victoria, 
Oct. 15. Am. Scoters were at Victoria, Nov. 6. One 
immature American was found dead at Port Angeles, 
Wash., Nov. 12, with the skin of the neck almost 
completely severed (WH). Ruddy Ducks returned to 
the Victoria area, Oct. 9. There were 150 to 200 on 
Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 14 (ZMS). Nine were noted 
at Blaine, Nov. 8. Hooded Mergansers were at Victoria, 
Sept. 1 (ARD); and at Green Lake (1 male, 2 females), 
Oct. 14 (ZMS). Red-breasted Mergansers came to 
Victoria, Aug. 17, with the main flock arriving at the 
end of October. There were 50 to 60 at Seattle, Nov. 6 
(SAS). Five female Am. Mergansers were off 
Bainbridge Island, Oct. 2 (SAS). They were first seen at 
Bellevue, Oct. 10 (WH). 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Up to 67 Turkey Vultures were 
over the Victoria area, Sept. 25; a few small lots were 
seen up to Oct. 18. An Osprey at Harper, Sept. 17, was 
probably migrating (ZMS). Bald Eagles were seen 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

7 
	  

occasionally at Victoria. Three or possibly 4 birds of 
the year were at Comox in November. Immature 
Golden Eagles were seen near Victoria on Sept. 25, 
Oct. 18, and Oct. 30 (ARD, J. O. Clay & Party). A 
Marsh Hawk was noted in the San Juan Islands; Sept. 4 
(ZMS); 1 at Blaine on Aug. 29 and Sept. 2 (LHK). Only 
1 Sparrow Hawk was seen at Victoria, Sept. 28; 2 at 
Blaine, Sept. 14, and 1, Oct. 4. 
 
Cranes, Coots.—At Comox, 12 Sandhill Cranes, with 6 
juvenals were noted in mid-October. Am. Coots 
returned to Blaine for the winter on Oct. 11. 
 
Shorebirds.—Shorebirds were mostly late in arriving at 
Comox; otherwise they were about average, with no 
rarities. At Sidney, 18 miles north of Victoria, 54 Black 
Oyster-catchers were seen, Sept. 28 (a goodly number, 
ARD). An Am. Golden Plover was seen at Victoria by 
competent observers, Sept. 18, and another on Oct. 21. 
Black-bellied Plovers arrived at Victoria, Sept. 18. Some 
were still there at the end of the period. Four at Blaine 
for one day, Aug. 15, were no doubt stragglers, as the 
bays there are too muddy and too heavily populated for 
this species. Surf-birds were seen at Victoria between 
July 19 and 23; Black Turnstones came in at the same 
time and were quite common by Aug. 15. At least 4 
Ruddy Turnstones (rare transients) were seen at 
Victoria in July. Two or 3 Surf-birds were seen in the 
San Juan Islands, July 23, with Black Turnstones 
(ZMS). Wilson's Snipe records were spotty; 1 at 
Bellevue, Sept. 27; a specimen brought to the Museum, 
Oct. 10; 2 at Victoria, Oct. 22; 1 at Rockport, Skagit 
Co., Wash., Oct. 23 (Fern Skinner); and 2 at Blaine, 
Nov. 13. Two Hudsonian Curlews were at Victoria 
from mid-October; 6 came to Blaine, Sept. 30, for one 
day only. Single Wandering Tattlers were reported from 
Victoria on July 23, Aug. 17 and 20, and Oct. 18. At 
Comox, a juvenal was seen, Aug. 29 and 30. A flock of 
18 Red Knots was seen 10 miles north of Victoria, 
Sept. 18 (seldom seen in autumn, ARD). Returning 
Greater Yellow-legs were recorded at Comox, Aug. 24, 
a month late, but at Victoria there was 1 on July 3, and 
23 in a flooded field, Aug. 13. A few were seen at 
Blaine from July 19 to Oct. 20. Eight Lesser Yellow-
legs were seen at Oyster River, Vancouver Island, July 
30; and 3 at Victoria, Aug. 15 (ARD). Rock Sandpipers 
came to Victoria, Oct. 25 (JOC). The first Pectoral 
Sandpiper was at Oyster River, July 28. Pectorals were 
at Comox in somewhat greater numbers than usual 
during the period, the young still showing red on top of 
the head. Generally Western Sandpipers are moving 
south at Victoria by the end of June; about 100 were at 
Sidney, July 2. From July 10 to about mid-August 
flocks of small sandpipers at Victoria averaged 300 in 
number; mostly Western, with about 10 per cent Least, 
and a few Semipalmated, which are very difficult to 
distinguish. Of a flock of about 1500 small sandpipers 

at Sidney, July 23, apparently most were Westerns 
(ARD). Westerns (500±) were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 
12. A few Sanderlings were at Victoria from Aug. 24 to 
Sept. 21, where Northern Phalaropes were seen at 
various points from Aug. 11 to Sept. 11, in flocks up to 
300. 
 
Jaegers, Gulls.—Only one Parasitic Jaeger was seen at 
Comox during the period, but the scarce Long-tailed 
Jaeger was seen by Laing, Aug. 25 (TP). A Parasitic 
Jaeger was collected off Port Townsend, Wash., Sept. 2 
(GE). They were "numerous" off southern Bainbridge 
Island, Oct. 2 (SAS). The main return of Glaucous-
winged Gulls to the Seattle area occurred the week of 
Oct. 23 to 30 (ZMS). Herring Gulls (4) were first seen 
at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 14. Mrs. Schultz thought 
Herring Gulls were scarcer in the Puget Sound area this 
fall. California Gulls returned in small numbers to 
Victoria, July 12, and were in goodly numbers by Aug. 
15. California Gulls began returning to the Seattle area, 
July 7, and were almost all gone by Nov. 27. Two or 3 
Ring-billed Gulls were noted at Seattle, Oct. 14 (ZMS). 
The first Short-billed Gulls came to Victoria, July 12, 
and were fairly numerous by Sept. 17, mostly adults. At 
Seattle they were fairly common by Sept. 17, which is a 
little too early for the area (SAS). Three adult 
Bonaparte's Gulls put in at Victoria, July 17; by Aug. 1, 
there were about 500; and 75 were still around Sidney, 
Oct. 28 (ARD). A flock at Comox, Aug. 29, contained 
one Franklin's. There was a big migration of 
Bonaparte's at Comox, Sept. 12 (at least 1000, with a 
good proportion of young birds). The last (150±) were 
seen at Blaine, Oct. 2. Two Sabine's Gulls were taken 
from a flock of 50 off Edmonds, north of Seattle, Aug. 
28 (GE). The first Heermann's Gulls came to Victoria, 
July 10. Never numerous, the largest flock contained 
about 18, mostly immature birds; the last were seen, 
Oct. 5. A flock of 12 or more Heermann's off southern 
Bainbridge Island, Oct. 2, contained 3 juvenals, which 
are not often seen in southern Puget Sound (ZMS). 
Common Terns were seen  
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at Victoria in small numbers from Sept. 11 to 23, with 
25 on the 16th. The first seen at Blaine were 56 on 
Sept. 14, and the last 20 were on Oct. 14. They were 
seen in hundreds at Harper and off southern 
Bainbridge Island, Sept. 17 and Oct. 2 (SAS). 
 
Alcids, Pigeons, Owls.—Common Murres were very 
scarce in the Sound to the end of period. An Ancient 
Murrelet, badly injured, was found in a basement in 
downtown Seattle, Nov. 26; it was prepared as a 
specimen. The last flock of Band-tailed Pigeons (50±) 
was seen at Victoria, Oct. 23. At Bellevue, about 30 on 
Nov. 23, was the smallest number W. H. Ransom had 
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seen in five years. He blamed the poor crop of 
Madroña berries. A Mourning Dove seen at Comox, 
Nov. 1, was very late (Laing, fide TP). At Victoria, 12 
were seen, Aug. 18; 4 on Sept. 18, and 1 on Sept. 28. 
One on Lopez Island, Aug. 25, was the first ever noted 
for the San Juan group (ZMS). A Saw-whet Owl 
(uncommon) was picked up dead at Comox in 
November. 
 
Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—
Common Nighthawks were seen at Victoria, Sept. 24; 1 
bird on Oct. 15 was very late. They were last reported 
in Seattle, Sept. 19 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). Black 
Swifts were noted at Bellevue, Oct. 7, 9 and 10 (WH). 
A young Rufous Hummingbird was brought to Mrs. H. 
L. Schumacher in Seattle, Sept. 24. The last Rufous was 
seen at Blaine, Sept. 17, but lone birds were noted at 
Victoria up to Oct. 12. A Yellow-shafted Flicker was 
seen at Comox, Nov. 15 (Laing, fide TP). A Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker returned to lowlands near Sidney, 
Nov. 17 (ARD). At Seattle a number were noted in 
many places the first two weeks in November (Violet 
E. Cannon and others). 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—A Western Flycatcher was seen at 
Bellevue, Oct. 30 (VEC & JIC). A considerable number 
of swallows (sp.) were circling high over Bellevue, with 
a few Black Swifts, Oct. 10 (WH). The last Violet-green 
Swallows were reported at Seattle, Aug. 21 (RMB), and 
at Blaine, Sept. 10 (LHK). About 50 Barn Swallows 
were still feeding young at Comox, Aug. 29. There was 
only one report from Seattle, Sept. 8, which is not 
particularly late (RMB). Purple Martins were heard at 
Seattle, Sept. 12 (ZMS). 
 
Ravens, Chickadees, Bushtits.—Common Ravens were 
fairly numerous at Comox; 20 or more were seen, Sept. 
11, but all had gone by the end of the period. They 
were seen fairly often at Victoria, as they fly from the 
mountains to the beaches. Chestnut-backed Chickadees 
(24) came to Blaine, Nov. 22. Bushtits were still 
increasing at Comox; an estimated 60 were at the same 
place as last year, and a few in a new location (D. 
Guthrie, fide TP). 
 
Wrens, Thrushes.—The last House Wren was seen at 
Victoria, Aug. 24. Late migrant Am. Robins that 
generally winter at Comox arrived by the end of 
October. Varied Thrushes were quite rare at Comox, 
and did not show up during the cold weather the first 
part of November as expected. One was found dead at 
Seattle, Sept. 26; the first were noted at Bellevue and 
Rockport, Oct. 27 (FS, WH). A fair number of Hermit 
Thrushes were noted at Victoria from Sept. 24 to 29, 
with a migration of Varied Thrushes. The Hermits were 
noted in several places in Seattle and at Bellevue, Nov. 
18, after the snow storm; a few were found dead (VEC, 

WH). The last Olive-backed Thrush was reported from 
Seattle, Sept. 29 (RMB). 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings.—The mixed parties of 
kinglets, chickadees, nuthatches, etc., that used to be 
seen regularly at Comox, seemed to be entirely absent. 
Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets returned 
to Victoria about Sept. 25 (ARD); Golden-crowns to 
Seattle, Sept. 26, and Ruby-crowns, Sept. 30 (RMB). 
Both species seemed to be more numerous in the 
Seattle area (ZMS). The first Water Pipits were seen at 
Victoria, Sept. 11, with the height of migration about 
Sept. 18. The last was observed, Oct. 5. A group of 24 
was at Rockport from Sept. 20 to 22 (FS). In mid-
September a flock was flushed from the lawn of a 
residence near the University of Washington campus, 
an odd place (ZMS). A Gray Shrike was seen at 
Bellevue, Oct. 11 (WH); and at Victoria, Nov. 1 and 7. 
In a flock of about 1,500 Red-winged and Brewer's 
Blackbirds at Comox (no date given), there were an 
estimated 500 Common Starlings, by far the largest 
number ever seen there. A small flock of starlings was 
seen at Victoria, Oct. 15. 
 
Warblers.—Orange-crowned Warblers were in good 
song at Comox, Aug. 21. The last one was seen at 
Blaine, Sept. 2. They seemed to be numerous at Seattle 
during mid-September and were last reported, Sept. 20 
(RMB). Two Yellow Warblers were seen at Comox as 
late as Aug. 19; and 2 at Victoria, Sept. 6. One was 
banded at Blaine, Sept. 12, and the last was reported at 
Seattle, Sept. 24 (late, RMB). Audubon's Warblers were 
seen in widely separated places at Comox in early 
November (Laing, fide TP). The main migration of 
Audubon's at Victoria occurred from Sept. 24 to 29. 
Two were at Blaine on Sept. 28. The last Black-
throated Gray Warbler was seen at Seattle, Oct. 1 
(RMB). A male Townsend's Warbler at Comox, Sept. 
18, with other migrant small birds, was late. They are 
permanent residents in the Puget Sound area in small 
numbers. Mrs. Schultz observed a Hermit Warbler just 
north of Seattle, Aug. 16. They are rare north of the 
Tacoma "prairies." Two Common Yellowthroats were 
at Blaine, Aug. 26; the last seen was one on Sept. 1; and 
the last at Bellevue, Sept. 17. Black-capped Warblers 
were last reported at Blaine, Aug. 21, which was early 
(LHK), in contrast to the Seattle report of Sept. 22, 
which was late (RMB). 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A group of 44 
Western Meadowlarks came to fields at the Kline place 
near Blaine, Nov. 13, during the very cold weather. 
This was a goodly number for that area at that time of 
year. The last Red-winged Blackbird was seen at 
Rockport in the foothills, Oct. 17; and the last 
Brewer's, Nov. 22. The last Western Tanager was noted 
at Blaine, Sept. 16.  
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An immature bird was picked up dead at Seattle, Sept. 
14. 
 
Finches, Sparrows.—Five House Finches at Blaine, Oct. 
19, were Mrs. Kline's first record. A Gray-crowned 
Rosy Finch (very occasional) was recorded at Rockport, 
Nov. 17 (FS). Am. Goldfinches were feeding young at 
Comox, Aug. 29; the last was at Victoria, Oct. 19, and 
at Blaine, Oct. 22. Savannah Sparrows were much 
below average on migration at Comox. The main flight 
at Victoria was in the middle of August, with the last 
on Oct. 19. A small flock of a larger subspecies was 
seen, Oct. 20. The last one at Blaine was recorded, 
Sept. 22. An Am. Tree Sparrow was recorded at 
Bellevue, Oct. 21 (WH). Chipping Sparrows were last 
seen at Victoria, Sept. 29. One White-crowned Sparrow 
sang once on the campus of the University of 
Washington, Sept. 5 (MRF). The scarcity of these and 
the Golden-crowns in migration at Comox were 
marked; usually they are quite common. Five 
(Gambel's) White-crowned Sparrows were trapped at 
Blaine, Oct. 23. First Golden-crowns came to Victoria, 
Sept. 7; to Blaine, Sept. 28; to Bellevue, Oct. 4 (banded, 
WHR); to Seattle (2 immatures), Sept. 19 (RMB). Fox 
Sparrows had not turned up in usual numbers in the 
Region. The first return for Victoria was Sept. 23 (not 
many); and 1 was found dead at Seattle, Sept. 18. Two 
transient Lincoln's Sparrows were seen at Victoria, 
Aug. 5; 1 at Bellevue, Sept. 14 (1 dead, Sept. 22, WH) ; 
and at Seattle, Sept. 22 (RMB). A pair of the unusual 
Snow Buntings at the southern end of Bainbridge 
Island, Oct. 30, were well described by Mrs. Colwell.—
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, 
Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1955-56 
 
PALOUSE–NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The past winter was the most prolonged 
of any for many years. Snow and cold arrived early in 
November and lasted well into March. Missoula and 
Libby, Mont. recorded subzero temperatures for all five 
winter months. Snow cover was continuous until about 
mid-March. The lowest temperature was at Bozeman, 
Mont.: –37° on Feb. 16. Walker reported milder 
conditions after Jan. 1 at Great Falls, Mont., however. 
The long, rather severe winter appeared to be 
responsible for a marked decrease in numbers of many 
wintering birds, mostly among the ground and water 
feeders. Geese and most ducks were scarcer, as were 
Killdeer and probably Wilson's Snipe. Am. Robins and 
many fringillids were less common. On the other hand, 

some winter visitors, notably Pygmy Owls, Gyrfalcon 
(see fall migration report), Common Redpolls and 
Bohemian Waxwings appeared in larger numbers than 
normal. Unless noted otherwise, observations for 
Lewiston and Moscow, Idaho and Pullman, Wash. are 
by Jared Verner; for Spokane, Wash., the Spokane Bird 
Club, courtesy of Stephen O. Stanley; for Bozeman, 
Mont., Clifford V. Davis; for Great Falls, Mont., John 
Person, and Gorham Swanberg and Thomas Walker; 
for Missoula, Mont., Ralph L. Hand, and for Libby, 
Mont., the editor. 
 
Grebes, Herons.—A few Horned Grebes wintered on the 
Snake and Clearwater Rivers near Lewiston, Idaho and 
a few Pied-billed stayed in the Spokane area. Great 
Blue Herons wintered in small numbers as usual. One 
wintered at Libby, which is not usual (Ed Dutton, Jr., 
TR). An Am. Bittern was noted on Dec. 27 at 
Lewiston—Verner's first winter record in his area. 
 
Waterfowl.—Wintering Canada Geese were much less 
common, probably due to the severe weather. 
However, Verner counted 278 along the Snake River 
near Wawawai, Wash. Jan. 15. Mallards wintered 
commonly except at Missoula and Libby. Gadwall, Am. 
Widgeon and Pintails wintered in smaller numbers than 
last year. Wintering Green-winged Teal appeared very 
scarce and no Wood Ducks were seen after November. 
But few Redheads, Ring-necked Ducks, Canvas-backs 
and Lesser Scaups were noted during the winter. Am. 
Golden-eyes were present in increased numbers at 
Great Falls but seemed about as usual elsewhere. A few 
Barrow's were reported. A few Buffleheads wintered. A 
male and a female Old-squaw were on the Missouri 
River at Great Falls during late December and January. 
Hooded and Am. Mergansers wintered as usual, but a 
pair of Red-breasted, rare in the Region, was observed 
near Spokane in January and February (SOS, W. Hall). 
 
Hawks.—Hawks appeared in about the usual numbers. 
Rough-legged Hawks were widely reported, particularly 
from east of the Continental Divide in Montana, but 
the Ferruginous was noted only as single birds on 
Christmas Counts at Great Falls and Rexburg, Idaho. 
Few Golden Eagles were noted as usual but the Bald 
Eagle seemed more common around Great Falls. 
Marsh Hawks were present as usual in the Moscow 
area. One seen on Feb. 18 near Great Falls may have 
wintered. The only Osprey record was on Spokane's 
Christmas Count. A female Gyrfalcon was found dead 
in Great Falls, Jan. 10, by Mrs. N. H. Brown and sent 
to the collection at Montana State College (CVD). A 
few Prairie Falcons wintered around Great Falls. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Thirty Sage Hens were noted west 
of Harrington, Wash., Jan. 3 (SOS). European 
Partridge, California Quail and Ring-necked Pheasant 
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were reported about as usual, the quail only from the 
Lewiston area (450 on Dec. 27). 
 
Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Am. Coot were reported 
wintering at Great Falls, Spokane and Lewiston. No 
observations were available for Flathead Lake in 
western Montana. Killdeer wintered at Lewiston and 
Libby, but in decreased numbers. Wilson's Snipe 
numbers appeared to be down also. The usual gulls for 
the Region were not reported, except for the Herring, 
which was present in unusual numbers at Spokane (15 
or 20 birds). A single bird was noted at Great Falls in 
early January. The first record of the Glaucous-
winged Gull at Spokane was of 3 birds on Feb. 5 
(WH). They were seen, Feb. 12 (SOS). 
 
Doves, Kingfishers, Owls.—Mourning Doves were in usual 
numbers at Lewiston. Seven were as far north as 
Potlatch, Idaho, Feb. 7 (JV). All reporters from west of 
the Continental Divide advised the Pygmy Owl as more 
common than usual. Verner reported observing 3 of 
these owls on the same day. At Libby, this species 
arrived at the very early date of Nov. 14, apparently 
driven from the mountains by the wintry weather. 
Short-eared Owls were noted in the Moscow area and 
one at Missoula, Feb. 29, may have wintered. The rare 
Hawk  
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Owl was seen, Jan. 6, near Missoula. A few Belted 
Kingfishers wintered west of the Continental Divide 
and along the West Gallatin River in the Bozeman area. 
 
Woodpeckers.—Red-shafted Flickers appeared to be 
present in normal numbers. Unusual were the records 
of a Yellow-shafted wintering at Great Falls and one at 
Missoula, Feb. 20. Other woodpeckers appeared to be 
as usual, except for the remarkable occurrence of a 
Lewis's Woodpecker at Missoula, from Jan. 25 to 
March 17. Larks, Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches.—
Horned Larks were abundant east of the divide in 
Montana and in eastern Washington. Verner estimated 
at least 2000 on Feb. 4 between Colfax and Turnbull 
Refuge, Wash. Steller's Jay was a regular feeding station 
visitor in Bozeman. Am. Magpies appeared to be more 
common around Bozeman, where farmers are starting a 
poison bait drive against them. An extermination 
campaign at Great Falls resulted in the killing of 4,159 
of the birds there in 1955 (Cascade Co. Wildlife Club, 
Me TW). Common Ravens were reported from 
Bozeman and Libby. No Am. Crows stayed at Spokane 
this winter but 25 or 30 wintered at the Bozeman city 
dump and 1 near Pullman, Wash. Clark's Nutcracker 
appeared more commonly, visiting feeding stations 
regularly at Bozeman and Spokane and appearing 
occasionally at Missoula and Libby. Black-capped 

Chickadees appeared as usual and Mountain 
Chickadees appeared commonly at Bozeman, Libby, 
Moscow, Pullman and Spokane. Nuthatches seemed to 
be present in usual numbers, with the Pygmy abundant 
at Spokane. 
 
Creepers, Dippers, Wrens.—Brown Creepers appeared 
sparingly. A flock of 10 was noted first in Great Falls, 
Jan. 3 (Gorham Swanberg). Moscow had 4 on Dec. 26. 
Single birds were noted at wide intervals in Libby. Am. 
Dippers wintered in usual numbers throughout most of 
the Region. Washington had a monopoly on wrens. 
Spokane recorded 2 Winter Wrens on the Christmas 
Count. Verner reported the Cañon Wren and the Rock 
Wren along the Snake River at Wawawai, Wash. 
 
Thrushes, Kinglets.—Am. Robins were much less 
common than last year. Spokane reported a large infix 
in mid-December and January. They were scarcer than 
usual at Libby, Missoula, Moscow and Pullman. More 
wintering birds were noted at Great Falls than last year, 
however. A flock of 25 staying in the junipers along the 
Missouri River was the largest noted. Varied Thrushes 
wintered more commonly in Spokane but showed a 
great decrease at Lewiston and Moscow, with only 2 
records all winter. A few Townsend's Solitaires were 
noted by most reporters, the normal situation. Golden-
crowned Kinglets were reported sparingly, in contrast 
to the usual situation. Spokane found only 7 on the 
Christmas Count, in comparison with 124 last year! 
Only Verner considered them to be present in usual 
numbers, in his area. 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—The Bohemian Waxwing 
invasion was again the most spectacular winter event of 
the bird world in the Region, and probably exceeded 
the excellent flight of last winter. From the 
observations available, it appears that the flocks follow 
down the main ranges of the Rocky Mountains from 
Canada and then spread out east and west as food 
supplies dwindle. To support this theory is the fact that 
the first record of the species was again at Libby, Mont. 
where 1 bird appeared, Oct. 3. Of more significance 
was a mixed flock of about 250 Bohemian and Cedar 
Waxwings there on Nov. 3. Bohemian numbers there 
increased to a peak of around 1,800 by mid-November. 
A similar picture appeared in Missoula, with at least 
1,000 Bohemians in late November. Numbers 
dwindled at Libby and Missoula during December; only 
33 could be found on Libby's Christmas Count! 
However, Spokane noted large flocks in mid-December 
with the peak in January. Moscow had some 2,000 on 
Dec. 26. Bozeman reported scattered flocks from late 
December on. At Great Falls, far out on the plains, the 
birds did not arrive in large numbers until Feb. 13 
(1,200 birds), although a few appeared in December. 
More thorough study of this bird's migration should 
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prove most rewarding. Cedar Waxwings apparently 
wintered only at Missoula, where Hand noted 15 or 20 
birds. Elsewhere they had left by early December or 
sooner. A few Gray Shrikes were noted as usual. 
Verner considered them fairly common in the Moscow 
area. One was seen to catch a Song Sparrow in Libby in 
late December. Common Starlings were noted as 
common to abundant at every station reporting; no 
wintering birds were noted at Libby or Missoula, 
however. 
 
House Sparrows, Blackbirds.—Davis noted the House 
Sparrow to be absent from the Bozeman city area, with 
huge flocks at the city dump instead. The birds were 
seemingly scarce in Libby. The continuous snow cover 
and the presence of Pygmy Owls may have been the 
important factors. A Pygmy Owl was reported to have 
caught one of the birds. A few Western Meadowlarks 
wintered at Bozeman, Missoula, and Pullman, and 
possibly at Spokane. They were in normal numbers at 
Lewiston, where they winter commonly. Red-winged 
Blackbirds were noted wintering only at Lewiston, as 
they usually do; on Dec. 27, 250 were estimated. On 
the same day 30 Brewer's Blackbirds were counted 
there. A male lingered near Moscow on Dec. 29. The 
second Idaho record of a Purple Grackle was that of 
an adult male collected at Lewiston, Dec. 27, and 
verified by the U. S. National Museum. 
 
Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were fairly 
common in the Region, appearing at each reporting 
locality. Spokane had the highest Christmas Count 
(297) in recent years. A few Cassin's Finches wintered 
at Spokane, in marked contrast to the large numbers of 
last year. A flock of about 150 rosy finches wintered 
along the Missouri near Great Falls. Both Gray-
crowned and Hepburn's were noted. The Gray-
crowned were common near the Continental Divide 
between Monida and Lima, Mont., Nov 16 (Hand). 
Pine Grosbeaks appeared in western Montana from 
Libby and Fortine in the northwest to Bozeman in the 
south. The Common Redpoll was observed throughout 
the Region. Reporters in eastern Washington described 
them as unusually abundant. A few Pine Siskins 
wintered around Spokane, the only place reporting 
them, in contrast to last year. Wintering  
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Am. Goldfinches appeared scarce, except in the 
Moscow-Pullman area, where numbers were as usual. 
Red Crossbills were either scarce or absent during the 
winter period. No White-winged Crossbills were noted. 
 
Sparrows.—Oregon Juncos were present in markedly 
smaller numbers than last year in most instances. The 
persistent snow cover probably was important. Two 

birds remained to feed at a banding station in Libby, 
where snow was 2 to 3 feet deep much of the winter. 
Two also appeared at Great Falls, where juncos 
generally do not winter. A few Slate-colored Juncos 
wintered in Spokane again. Am. Tree Sparrows 
wintered in smaller numbers than last year at Great 
Falls and were not noted at Missoula. Several other 
localities reported from 1 to 31 on the Christmas 
Count. Only a few White-crowned Sparrows were 
noted wintering, these at Lewiston and Wawawai on 
the Snake River, where they were very common last 
winter. One noted on the Rexburg, Idaho, Christmas 
Count may have wintered. Song Sparrows seemed to 
have wintered in usual numbers. Only a few Snow 
Buntings were observed: 10 at For-tine (W. 
Weydemeyer), Dec. 27; about 15 near Plaza, Spokane 
Co., Wash. Feb. 4, and about 10 at Big Arm on 
Flathead Lake, March 11 (Bill Cole). 
 
Corrigendum.—In Vol. 9, p. 273, 9 lines from bottom, 
read "where they appeared (Pine Siskins) in flocks of 
100 or more, " not "1,100 or more."—THOMAS 
ROGERS, 1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1955-56 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—It is with the greatest pleasure that 
the editor can add a report from one of the greatest 
waterfowl paradises in America, the great Klamath 
Basin. There are two refuges there beside each other, 
Lower Klamath and Tulelake just over the state line in 
California. However, the fields to the north in which 
the birds often feed are in Oregon. Tom Home is the 
manager at Tulelake and Leroy Giles the biologist. In 
general the weather is local in this Region, but it 
appears that there were heavy snows particularly in the 
mountains in northern Utah, Idaho, and eastern 
Oregon. Tulelake which is the terminal sump of the 
Lost River had floods. Over the rest of the area the 
winter was mild and dry. In this Region the seasons are 
all mixed up. While this is officially the winter report, 
for many species we are reporting their spring 
migration and for at least one the nesting season, the 
Canada Goose. At Bear River Marshes at the upper end 
of the Great Salt Lake, Vanez Wilson reports the spring 
migration was late and not up to last year. The peak at 
Bear River was on March 22. At Klamath the story is 
the same. Spring migration began about Feb. 20, and 
reached a peak on March 7 when about 120,000 geese 
were counted, primarily Snow and White-fronts. 
 
Swans.—The Whistling Swan winters in great numbers 
in the Great Basin. The peak in the Klamath Basin was 
12,000 on March 13, while at Bear River the maximum 
was 5,450 on Dec. 8. By the end of March most of the 
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swans have gone north. Ogden Bay Refuge, just down 
the Lake from Bear River, reported an unusually high 
winter population of 4,500 Whistling Swans (Nelson). 
 
Geese.—At Tulelake they are trapping, dyeing, and 
banding geese. In March 162 Snow Geese were trapped 
and 2 Ross's Geese. The Snows are dyed pink and the 
Ross's yellow. On the same program last year the Snow 
Geese were seen in Alberta, along the Mackenzie River, 
near the Arctic Coast, and on Banks Island. The Ross's 
Geese were seen in June near Great Slave Lake. Two 
Ross's Geese were seen at Farmington Bay on Great 
Salt Lake near the city on Feb. 20 (Shaffer). About 
12,000 Snow Geese were reported at Mud Lake in 
Eastern Idaho in the third week of March (Hunter). 
 
Ducks.—Ducks were down in numbers at Klamath 
during the winter and early spring migration. An 
exception was the Lesser Scaup which on March 20 
was estimated at 22,000, the highest number in recent 
years. At Bear River the Pintail remains the most 
common duck but the high was only 98,000 and that 
was on March 22. About 135,000 Mallards were 
reported from Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho, 
Dec. 26 (Mrs. Shaw). The new wildlife refuge at Monte 
Vista in southern Colorado is making good progress. 
Charles Bryant, the manager, says there was a 100 per 
cent increase in the waterfowl population this winter. 
The most common duck was the Mallard with a low of 
4,000 in the last week of January. The average, 
however, was about 10,000. 
 
Hawks.—Eagles were present in numbers at Bear River 
during the winter. The highest count was 16, Golden 
Eagles on March 28 while the high was 4 for Bald 
Eagles on Feb. 28. The corresponding hi figures for 
Klamath were 15 Golden Eagles and (s Bald Eagles. A 
maximum of 22 Golden Eagles reported from Monte 
Vista Refuge in southern Colorado in mid-January 
along with 6 Bald Eagles (Bryant). Jepson believes 
several pairs of Golden Eagles nest in Zion National 
Park. The Golden Eagle seems to migrate north in this 
country in March but is present in numbers all winter, 
while the Bald Eagle winters and goes north earlier. 
This pattern is true for this whole Region. The Bald 
Eagle got down into Utah in unusual numbers this 
winter. Lockerbie had a dozen scattered about central 
Utah. During the winter months the Marsh Hawk is the 
most common hawk at Klamath with a high of 76 and 
the Rough-leg next with 30. Bear River has about the 
same but fewer birds. 
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Shorebirds.—By March 28 there were 2,580 Am. 
Avocets at Bear River. 
 

Owls.—Fifteen Short-eared Owls were wintering at 
Lower Klamath on Jan. 31. 
 
Nutcrackers.—Clark's Nutcrackers were driven into the 
valleys by heavy snows in the mountains at Rexburg in 
eastern Idaho (Hunter), and at Logan in northeastern 
Utah (Stanford). Dr. Stanford says this is the second 
time this has happened in 25 years. In Logan the 
nutcrackers caused much excitement by their numbers, 
food hunting, and snatching activities. Nutcrackers 
came down to lower altitudes than usual in the Denver 
area but it is not clear that heavy snows were the cause 
there. (Thatcher). 
 
Waxwings.—Bohemian Waxwing records are of interest. 
There were almost none at Rexburg (Hunter) in eastern 
Idaho where they often occur in flocks of 1,000 in the 
winter. There were very few at Salt Lake (Lockerbie). 
There were no reports from Colorado of the birds. 
However, there were many at Sheridan in northern 
Wyoming (Waltman) and the usual numbers in flocks 
of several hundred at Casper in central Wyoming 
(OKS). 
 
Starlings.—Common Starlings continue to increase. 
There were 5,000 in a flock at Salt Lake City, Feb. 20 
(Shaffer), and up to 2,000-3,000 at Roosevelt in the 
Uintah Basin in eastern Utah (Killpack). 
 
Finches.—There was a big flight of Evening Grosbeaks. 
Salt Lake had the largest flight in many years 
(Lockerbie). They were reported from all Wyoming 
points including Sundance in northeastern Wyoming 
(McIntyre). The winter was so open and mild that the 
usual great concentrations of Rosy Finches of 3 species 
did not materialize at Mesa Verde in southern Colorado 
(Pinckley). 
 
Sparrows.—There were several Harris's Sparrows 
wintering at Hotchkiss, Colo. near Grand Junction 
(Crews). Killpack at Roosevelt in eastern Utah collected 
a Lapland Longspur (Alaska subspecies) on Dec. 18 
and again on Jan. 28, when there was a flock of 42. 
This is the second record for the Uintah Basin and 
fourth for the state. This is remarkable since the bird is 
a usual migrant in much of Wyoming and in Colorado 
east of the Rockies.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 
East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1955-56 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
second coldest November on record for the Seattle 
area, noted in the fall report, probably had an influence 
on bird distribution for the rest of the winter. There 
was an extensive killing of vegetation, especially the 
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ornamental plants. The cold weather continued into 
March with precipitation above normal. Below-normal 
temperatures with increased precipitation are unusual 
for this area. Temperatures averaged 3° to 5° below 
normal throughout most of the period. Below-freezing 
temperatures were recorded at Seattle seven times in 
January, ten times in February, and eleven in March. 
There were no below-freezing temperatures after the 
middle of March, but temperatures were below average 
for the rest of the period. Snowfall was light in the 
lowlands, but above average in the mountains. At 
Victoria, B. C. the winter was described as cold and 
wet, with much snow. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—There were few 
Common Loons at Comox (Theed Pearse), but they 
were fairly common at Victoria (A. R. Davidson) and 
near Port Townsend, Wash., on Puget Sound. Arctic 
Loons seemed more abundant this winter. On Dec. 10, 
300 were seen near Port Townsend and on Feb 4, 100 
were noted at Sydney (ARD). Only a few Red-throated 
Loons were recorded. Red-necked and Horned Grebes 
were regularly seen, but they were less common at 
Victoria (ARD). As usual, only a few Eared Grebes 
were seen in the area. The normal numbers of Western 
Grebes were observed. An estimated 5,000 were seen 
following the herring near Comox, B. C. (TP). Double-
crested, Brandt's and Pelagic Cormorants were all 
reported in normal numbers. A raft of about 1,800 
Brandt's was seen near Port Townsend, March 11. An 
Am. Bittern was seen at Seattle on Dec. 26 and another 
on March 24 (Walter Hagenstein). No Green Herons 
were reported this winter. 
 
Swans, Geese, Brant.—The only Whistling Swans 
reported were 7 that wintered near Bellingham, Wash. 
(Lucile Kline). Four Trumpeter Swans wintered at the 
mouth of the Courtenay River and 25 at Powell Lake, 
B. C. (TP). There were fewer Canada and Snow Geese 
this winter. One (Cackling) Canada Goose was seen at 
Seattle, Dec. 2. Black Brant were first observed near 
Port Townsend, Feb. 12 and at Victoria, March 4 
(ARD). In the middle of March, 1,500 were noted at 
Comox (TP). 
 
Ducks.—There were fewer fresh-water ducks this year. 
The scarcity of Am. Widgeon and Shovellers was 
especially evident in the Seattle area. A few Gadwalls, 
Pintails, Canvas-backs, and Green-winged Teal were 
reported as usual. Am. Golden-eyes, Buffleheads, 
White-winged and Surf Scoters, and Greater Scaup 
were normally abundant. Seven Barrow's Golden-eyes 
were seen at Seattle, Dec. 26 (ZMS). Old-squaws, 
Harlequin Ducks, and Am.-Scoters were frequently 
observed, mainly near Port Townsend and northward. 
As in most years, a few Ring-necked  
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Ducks were reported. Ruddy Ducks appeared to be less 
abundant this year. There were fewer Am. and Hooded 
Mergansers at Seattle, but Red-breasted Mergansers 
were present in normal numbers on salt water. 
 
Hawks.—Hawks in general appeared to be scarcer than 
usual. One Goshawk was reported from Blaine, Wash., 
March 19 (LK). One Marsh Hawk was seen at 
Stanwood, Wash. Bald Eagles were seen in the 
northern Puget Sound and Vancouver Island areas as 
usual. Pearse reported 10 observed during herring runs 
in March near Comox, B. C. One Golden Eagle was 
reported in the Victoria area about March 20 (ARD). A 
Peregrine Falcon was seen at Comox, March 1 (TP). 
 
Rails, Shorebirds.—Virginia Rails were reported from 
Seattle, Jan. 11, and from Stanwood, Feb. 27. Am. 
Coots were in their usual numbers, as were Black 
Oyster-catchers, Killdeer, Black-bellied Plover, Black 
Turnstones, Wilson's Snipe, and Sanderlings. Two Surf-
birds were noted at Victoria, March 31 (ARD). Red-
backed Sandpipers were fewer in places where usually 
seen in abundance. Three dowitchers were seen in 
Seattle, Dec. 26. 
 
Gulls, Alcids.—All gulls were seen in usual numbers 
except Short-bills, which appeared to be less abundant, 
at least on the lakes at Seattle. Pearse reported 
enormous numbers of Glaucous-winged Gulls 
following herring runs near Comox in March. 
Common Murres were relatively scarce from December 
to March, but then appeared in normal numbers. 
Pigeon Guillemots and Marbled Murrelets were in 
normal numbers and a few Cassin's Auklets were seen 
near Port Townsend. Ancient Murrelets seemed to be 
more abundant; 84 were seen in Admiralty Inlet, Wash., 
Feb. 12. Rhinoceros Auklets were numerous in 
November, 'but then abruptly disappeared and were 
not noted again in numbers until the end of March. 
Two Tufted Puffins at Orcas Island, Wash., Dec. 26 
were unusual, as they probably winter offshore. 
Pigeons, Owls, Woodpeckers.—There were fewer 
Band-tailed Pigeons in the Seattle area, probably as a 
result of the destructive November freeze that 
destroyed the Madrona and other berries that form 
their winter food supply. For the period, there were 
only three records of Short-eared Owls. The winter was 
apparently hard on woodpeckers in general and Red-
shafted Flickers in particular. More than usual were 
found dead. One Yellow-shafted Flicker was reported 
from Seattle, Jan. 13 (WH). 
 
Larks, Titmice, Nuthatches, Wrens.—Four Horned Larks 
wintered near Victoria, B. C. (ARD). Black-capped and 
Chestnut-backed Chickadees were in normal numbers. 
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Bushtits seem to be doing well, being recorded well up 
Vancouver Island. Forty-four were reported from 
Orcas Island, Dec. 26, and several flocks of 10 to 30 
near Seattle (Webster H. Ransom). Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, Winter and Bewick's Wrens were 
common, but fewer Brown Creepers were seen. Marsh 
Wrens were reported only from Seattle, Dec. 26. 
 
Thrushes.—Am. Robins were much scarcer this winter, 
but Varied Thrushes were more abundant. Townsend's 
Solitaires were reported at Victoria, Dec. 13 and Feb. 
12 (ARD), and on Orcas Island, Dec. 26. 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes.—Both Golden-
crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were down in 
numbers, but this may be a return to more normal 
numbers after the upswing of the past two years. Water 
Pipits were recorded near Seattle, Feb. 18. Cedar 
Waxwings were very scarce at Victoria, 5 recorded 
(ARD), while 145 were counted in Seattle, Dec. 26. No 
Bohemian Waxwings were noted. Gray Shrikes were 
recorded at least nine times; three times from Victoria 
(ARD), four from Seattle, once from Blaine (LK), and 
once from Comox (TP). 
 
Starlings.—East of Lake Washington, Seattle, estimates 
of wintering Common Starlings ranged from 2,500 to 
5,000 birds (WH, WR). At Victoria, 8 were reported on 
Jan. 12; 4 on Feb. 11; and 2 on Feb. 12. Mrs. Kline saw 
her first at Blaine, Jan. 29. Pearse reported an increase 
at Comox, with two flocks of 30 to 40 being seen. 
 
Warblers, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Audubon's and 
Townsend's Warblers wintered in small numbers in the 
Seattle area. Western Meadowlarks and Red-winged 
Blackbirds wintered in normal numbers. In the Seattle 
area Brewer's Blackbirds were much scarcer than usual. 
An adult female Western Tanager was first observed at 
Bellevue, Dec. 21, and was found dead, Dec. 25. 
 
Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks and Purple 
Finches were reported in normal numbers. House 
Finches are doing well both in Seattle and at Victoria, 
where 70 to 100 wintered, and have spread to rural 
areas (ARD). Pearse saw 2 Pine Grosbeaks at Comox 
on Jan. 25. Pine Siskins were much scarcer than last 
year. Only 1,164 were counted on Dec. 26, compared 
with 5,580 in Seattle last year. Only 5 Am. Goldfinches 
were reported from Seattle, Dec. 26. Red Cross-bills 
were not so common near Seattle, and a flock of 20, 
Feb. 28, was the only report from Victoria (ARD). 
 
Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees were present in normal 
numbers. Oregon Juncos were very abundant. Slate-
colored Juncos were reported from Victoria on Feb. 14 
and March 31 (ARD); Orcas Island on Dec. 26, and 
near Bellevue on Jan. 11, 18 and 29 (WH). Am. Tree 

Sparrows were reported from the Seattle area on Dec. 
26, 27 and March 11 (WH) and from Orcas Island on 
Dec. 26. A few White-crowned Sparrows wintered in 
the area. Golden-crowned Sparrows were more 
numerous than White-crowns, but were down in 
numbers at Victoria. Fox Sparrows were also scarcer at 
Victoria and at Comox. A Harris's Sparrow in adult 
plumage was carefully identified at Victoria, B. C. It 
was recorded from Dec. 7 to the end of January. This is 
the first record from that area since 1894 (ARD). On 
Dec. 26, 9 Lincoln's Sparrows were seen on Orcas 
Island and 1 at Seattle. Song Sparrows were abundant 
as usual.—WILLIAM R. GOODGE and ZELLA M. 
SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1956 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The Region experienced a slow spring 
with a cold March, and with snow persisting until mid-
March in eastern Washington and into April in western 
Montana. Stanley reported early migrants at Spokane, 
Wash. to be a little slow, and Hand noted a similar 
situation for most of the early species at Missoula, 
Mont. At Libby, Mont., however, many birds were 
ahead of usual dates; for example, Tree Swallows were 
10 days earlier than the first arrival date in 9 years' 
observing. Along the Snake River  
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in Idaho, where relatively mild conditions prevail, many 
migrants made their first appearance. The migrational 
movement, generally speaking, appeared to move next 
to northern Idaho and eastern Washington, then to 
northwestern Montana (Libby), next to the Missoula 
and St. Ignatius, Mont. area and last of all to Bozeman, 
Mont. This roughly corresponds to the order of 
increasing altitude of the areas, rather than to increasing 
latitude. Unless otherwise noted, credit for reports is as 
follows: Bozeman, Mont., Clifford V. Davis; Missoula, 
Mont., Ralph L. Hand; St. Ignatius, Mont., Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl L. Hiett; Spokane, Wash. area, Spokane Bird 
Club, courtesy of Stephen O. Stanley; Moscow, 
Lewiston and Snake River, Idaho, and Pullman, Wash., 
Jared Verner, and Libby, Mont., the editor. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—Hand reported a Common 
Loon at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake Co., Mont., 
April 26 and a Red-necked Grebe at nearby Ninepipe 
Reservoir, May 15. Only 3 Horned Grebes were 
observed in the Region, but Eared Grebes were fairly 
common migrants. On May 7 several landed on the 
streets in Bozeman and were taken to nearby ponds. 
Several Western Grebes were at Ninepipe in April and 
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May, as well as a Pied-billed (RLH). Great Blue Herons 
wintered at Spokane and St. Ignatius and were noted 
elsewhere arriving the last of March and early April. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—T. D. Burleigh observed 83 
Whistling Swans at Lewiston, Idaho, March 24. Canada 
Geese were migrating during late March and early 
April. Several thousand had congregated at Turnbull 
Refuge south of Spokane in early April (SOS). About 
500 were noted at Ninepipe (ELH). A (Cackling) 
Canada Goose was on the Snake River between 
Wawawai and Almota, Wash., April 22 (J. David Solf, 
fide JV). Snow Geese were reported only from Missoula 
and Lewiston. Over 2,000 Mallards were counted on 
the Snake River on March 11. Gadwall were scarce—
only a pair at Ninepipe (RLH). Am. Widgeon and 
Pintails occurred commonly at several stations. Green-
winged Teal were common at Missoula, March 25 to 
April 19. Cinnamon Teal were seen at Missoula and at 
Medical Lake, Wash. (SOS). Ring-necked Ducks were 
last seen at Spokane on April 8 and a pair was at 
Kicking Horse, April 26 (RLH). A few Canvas-backs 
were reported from Spokane, the Snake River and 
Three Forks, Mont. (CVD). Lesser Scaup arrived in 
large numbers in mid-March at Spokane. Wintering 
Am. Golden-eyes left in March but others were still 
migrating through in April at Missoula. The rare 
Barrow's Golden-eye was seen on the Spokane River, 
March 24. Buffleheads were noted at Lewiston (1) and 
Three Forks (CVD). Ruddy Ducks were most 
numerous at Turnbull (about 50 on April 24) (SOS). 
Verner reported a flock of 15 Hooded Mergansers on 
the Snake River near Wawawai, March 11. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures appeared, May 1, 
near Manhattan, Mont. where they have occurred for 
the past two years (CVD). The first arrival at Missoula 
was on April 30. Stanley saw one at Turnbull, April 22. 
A Goshawk, rarely reported in the Region, was found 
dead at Missoula, April 15, having been shot a few days 
before. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks appeared 
to be very scarce, but Red-tailed Hawks seemed fairly 
common, appearing in March and April. The 
Swainson's Hawk arrived at Bozeman, April 21, and 
was the most common hawk there during the spring. 
The Prairie Falcon arrived at Bozeman, April 30. 
Wintering Pigeon Hawks were last noted at Spokane, 
Feb. 13, and at Missoula, March 10. 
 
Cranes, Coots, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Seven Sandhill Cranes 
flew over the Little Spokane River, March 23 (M. C. 
Haggin, fide SOS). Am. Coots were first seen at 
Ninepipe, April 2 (RLH). They are a year-round 
resident in the Spokane area. Earliest Killdeer migrants 
were 2 at Moscow, Feb. 29 (TDB). Spotted Sandpipers 
were first noted on May 13 at Libby (early), Spokane 
and the Snake River. A Solitary Sandpiper was noted at 

Libby, May 13, the first spring record there in 9 years' 
observing. The species was not reported elsewhere. 
The only yellow-legs record was of a Greater at 
Turnbull, April 22 (SOS). Dowitchers were seen only at 
Sprague Lake in Washington (May 6, SOS) and at 
Kicking Horse (RLH, ELH) in mid-May. The Hietts 
found about a dozen Am. Avocets at Kicking Horse on 
May 17. The earliest observation of Wilson's Phalarope 
was at Kicking Horse, May 15 (RLH). About 1,000 
Ring-billed Gulls were observed during the spring 
season at West Medical Lake, Wash. (SOS). They were 
first seen, April 2, at Ninepipe (RLH). A few California 
Gulls were with the Ring-billed at Medical Lake. A 
single Forster's Tern was seen, May 15, at Ninepipe as 
well as the most unusual Caspian Tern, 4 of which were 
identified (RLH). Black Terns were noted returning at 
Sprague, Wash., May 6 (SOS), and near Missoula, May 
22. 
 
Doves, Owls, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Davis reported 
Mourning Doves as very abundant at Bozeman. Hand 
observed an early return at Missoula, April 19. The first 
Spokane record was on April 8. A Pygmy Owl was 
noted at the base of Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, 
Idaho, as late as March 31. A Short-eared Owl was seen 
at Ninepipe, May 15 (RLH). Vaux's Swift, noted only at 
Missoula, was first seen on May 9. Black Swifts 
appeared only at Libby, 3 on May 10 and 9 on May 24. 
These are the first records earlier than June, in 9 years' 
observing (ED). Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds 
set  
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new early records at Libby (May 5 and 6, respectively) 
but these and the Black-chinned were about 2 weeks 
late at Spokane, arriving in mid-April. At Missoula the 
Rufous appeared, May 18; Calliope, May 12 (early), and 
the Black-chinned, May 31. The Black-chinned was 
first noted on May 21 at Libby. 
 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—Migrant Red-shafted Flickers 
appeared at Missoula in early March. Lewis's 
Woodpecker arrived in May, the earliest observation 
along the Clearwater River near Greer, Idaho, being on 
May 6 (JV). Davis noted one near Buffalo, Mont. May 
30; this is his first record for that area. The Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker was first noted at Missoula, April 13, 
and appeared elsewhere only at Libby, first on April 16. 
Eastern Kingbirds arrived around May 20 at nearly 
every station. The Western Kingbird was first seen at 
Spokane, April 29, but was not seen at Manhattan, 
Mont. until May 19 (CVD). Say's Phoebe was the 
earliest of the flycatchers, with 2 noted along the Snake 
River near Wawawai, March 3. Traill's was first 
observed near Sprague, Wash., May 6 (SOS), but was 
not noted at Missoula until June 1. The Least 
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Flycatcher was noted, May 26, in the Bridger 
Mountains near Bozeman. Hand reported Wright's as 
arriving on May 9 and Hammond's on May 17 at 
Missoula. The Western Flycatcher was observed only 
from the Spokane area (May 30 by Earl Pettibone) and 
the Bridger Mountains (May 26, CVD). Western Wood 
Pewees arrived from May 25 to 30, but had not been 
observed around Bozeman at the close of this period. 
 
Larks and Swallows.—Horned Larks arrived the last of 
March at Spokane. Some seen on Feb. 29 at Missoula 
may have wintered, but the species became rather 
common there after March 17. Two Violet-green 
Swallows appeared along the Snake River at Almota, 
Wash. March 11. The birds were at Spokane, March 19, 
and had arrived at Libby on March 17 (early). Tree 
Swallows were near Lewiston, March 16 (TDB); 
Spokane and Libby (single birds), March 18; Missoula, 
April 8, and Bozeman, April 12. Earliest Bank Swallows 
were noted near Ravalli, Mont., April 26 (RLH) and 
first Rough-winged, at Turnbull and at Penewawa on 
the Snake River, April 22 (SOS, JV). Barn Swallows, 
like so many spring migrants, appeared first along the 
Snake River (Almota, April 29), then at Turnbull (May 
6, SOS) and later in the mountains (May 15 in Lake 
Co., Mont. by RLH and May 19 at Bozeman). Cliff 
Swallows followed a similar pattern but started earlier, 
beginning with one bird near Lewiston on April 2. 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Dippers.—A few Common 
Ravens were noted quite regularly at Libby. The Am. 
Crow arrived in March in eastern Washington but not 
until mid-May at Missoula. A flock of Piñon Jays was 
observed along the Madison River west of Bozeman, 
April 21. Clark's Nutcracker lingered in Bozeman until 
April 20 and until the late date of May 5 at a feeding 
station in Spokane (1 bird). A single Mountain 
Chickadee was noted, May 31, in the valley at Missoula. 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were very scarce at Spokane, 
Libby and Missoula. The White-breasted and Pygmy 
were noted as common at Spokane. A Brown Creeper 
was at Bozeman, April 7, but had departed earlier 
elsewhere. Am. Dippers left Greenough Park in 
Missoula after March 8. 
 
Wrens, Catbirds, Thrushes.—The first House Wren record 
was on May 5 at Libby. Winter Wrens were singing 
along Cedar Creek, in the Cabinet Mountains near 
Libby, May 19, with several feet of snow remaining. 
Long-billed Marsh Wrens were numerous at Turnbull 
on April 22 (SOS). The Rock Wren had reached 
Bozeman by May 9. Arrival dates for Catbirds were 
surprisingly uniform: April 20 to 23 for 5 stations 
reporting it. Migrating Am. Robins appeared in 
February and early March at Bozeman but were late at 
Libby, with no pronounced movement until mid-
March. Burleigh reported migrants at Moscow on 

March 17. Missoula had migrants beginning on March 
2. Varied Thrushes, which are winter visitors at 
Spokane, had left about March 24 but were arriving at 
Libby by March 18 and lingered there until April 21. 
One was heard whistling at 5,400 ft. elevation at Lower 
Cedar Lake in the Cabinet Mountains near Libby on 
May 19, although about 6 feet of snow persisted. 
Hermit Thrushes were observed twice: 1 at Spokane, 
May 5, and 2 at Pullman, April 25 (JDS). The Olive-
backed Thrush and Veery were observed returning 
between May 20 and the end of the month. Western 
Bluebirds, noted only at Spokane, were first seen, 
March 17. Mountain Bluebirds appeared from March 
16 on. At St. Ignatius they appear to have been 
replaced by Starlings. Townsend's Solitaires were not 
seen April 7 (Moscow). 
 
Kinglets, Pipits.—Golden-crowned Kinglets were last 
observed, April 29, at Spokane but were singing 
commonly around 5,000 ft. elevation near Cedar Lake 
near Libby on May 19. The first Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets appeared at Spokane, March 18 (Buchecker). 
Two very early arrivals appeared at Potlatch, Idaho, 
March 25 (TDB). Water Pipits were noted migrating as 
early as March 10 at Libby, where they were noted 
occasionally until May 16 (late). Large flocks were at 
Turnbull on April 22 and at Sprague on May 6 (SOS). 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Bohemian Waxwings had 
all gone before the last of March. Cedar Waxwings 
appeared to be scarce. None were seen after February 
at Missoula, where some winter. They were reported 
elsewhere only from Spokane, June 3, and Libby, where 
they arrived in small numbers on the fairly early date of 
May 24. A Gray Shrike was collected, April 3, at 
Moscow (TDB). Burleigh also collected a Loggerhead 
at Genesee, Idaho, March 24, and one was seen at 
Sprague, May 6 (SOS). A Loggerhead Shrike was seen 
at Libby, March 31. Starlings were common to 
abundant from mid-February or March. 
 
Vireos and Warblers.—First dates for Solitary Vireos 
were: Libby, May 12; Missoula, May 17, and Turnbull, 
May 25 (SOS). The Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos 
appeared on May 20 or later. Audubon’s Warbler 
opened the warbler migration as usual, with April 23 at 
Libby the first date. One was singing  
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at Cedar Lake, 5,400 ft. elevation, May 19. The 
Nashville followed at Libby on April 27, a rather early 
date for it. Next was the Yellow Warbler, May 4, at 
Spokane. Arriving after the middle of May were 
Macgillivray's, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted 
Chat (Spokane, June 2, Hunt; Wawawai, May 20), Am. 
Redstart and Townsend's Warbler. Black-capped 
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Warblers were noted migrating from May 23 (Missoula) 
until June 2 (Libby). The Northern Water-thrush 
appeared at Missoula and Libby around the last of May. 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks showed up, 
May 19 or later, at Bozeman, Missoula and St. Ignatius. 
Western Meadowlarks appeared in early March at Libby 
(R. Denning) and by mid-month or later elsewhere. 
Some wintered at St. Ignatius. Earliest dates for 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were April 20 at Manhattan, 
Mont. (CVD) and April 22 at Turnbull (SOS). Male 
Red-winged Blackbirds began arriving near the last of 
February at Missoula. A single bird was reported on 
Feb. 29 at Libby, in spite of cold and snow (J. Sichting). 
Females were arriving about a month later, although 
they were not seen in the Bozeman area until April 21. 
Arrival dates for Bullock's Oriole were very consistently 
around May 20. Brewer's Blackbirds were recorded first 
at Spokane, in mid-March, but elsewhere appeared 
mostly in April. Purple Grackles arrived at Bozeman, 
May 21. Brown-headed Cowbirds were appearing 
during the first half of May. 
 
Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—The Western Tanager 
was noted first near Sprague, May 6, and had reached 
Missoula by May 23, Bozeman by May 26. A Black-
headed Grosbeak was at Wawawai, May 13, and was 
seen near Spokane, May 20. Arrival dates for Missoula 
and Bozeman were May 22 and 26, respectively. A 
Lazuli Bunting was noted at Penewawa on the Snake 
River, May 13 (H. A. Salberg, fide JV). They arrived later 
in May elsewhere. Cassin's Finches appeared later this 
year, the first on April 2 at Spokane. Larger flocks than 
usual were noted at Bozeman and Libby. The latest 
Common Redpolls seen were a flock near Pullman, 
March 18. Pine Siskins, erratic migrants as usual, 
arrived anywhere from March 31 (Lewiston—TDB, 
and Libby) to May 12 (Missoula). Am. Goldfinches, 
where not wintering, arrived in May. Red Crossbills put 
in few appearances; a few were seen at Spokane and 
Libby. Hand reported the species absent since June 23 
of last year! The Green-tailed Towhee was seen at 
Bozeman, May 26. Spotted Towhees were arriving 
around mid-March but were not noted until April 10 at 
Missoula. Lark Buntings were abundant in Fergus and 
Judith Basin Counties, Mont. by May 30 (CVD). 
Savannah Sparrows were first noted, April 8, at Saltese 
Marsh near Spokane and were generally passing 
through during late April and until mid-May. They were 
present in unusual numbers at Libby (about 60 in a 
flock on May 3), where rainy weather may have 
detained them. Vesper Sparrows were noted at 
Lewiston, March 24 (TDB) and a very early one at 
Libby, March 31. They had reached Missoula April 18. 
Lark Sparrows reached Spokane by May .The last Slate-
colored Junco was noted at Spokane on March 24. It is 
a rare winter visitor there. Migrant Oregon Juncos 

reached Missoula, March 8, Libby in late March and 
Bozeman by April 1. A pair had penetrated into the 
Cabinet Mountains near Libby, to about 5,400 ft. 
elevation by May 19, when practically all ground was 
still deeply snow-covered. No Am. Tree Sparrows were 
noted at Lewiston after April 2. The first Chipping 
Sparrow record was for April 30 at Pullman. White-
crowned Sparrows were migrating through from April 
23 until mid-May. Very surprising was the occurrence 
at Libby, on the very early date of March 24, of a single 
bird, singing, and in immature plumage. The species 
was much commoner at Libby; 27 were banded, 
compared to 6 last year. A Fox Sparrow arrived, March 
19, at Moscow. The species was on schedule at Libby, 
arriving on March 31. A Lincoln's Sparrow was 
collected at Lewiston on April 1 (TDB). A few passed 
through Libby from May 9 to 13. Song Sparrows 
increased in number around the last of February at 
Missoula. Chestnut-collared Longspurs were noted 
with Horned Larks in numbers between Harlowtown 
and Judith Gap, Mont., May 30.—THOMAS 
ROGERS, Libby, Mont. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1956 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In this vast region of 
deserts, high mountains and plateaus, the weather is 
almost local. Take Durango, for instance, in 
southwestern Colorado, which lies at over 7,000 ft. and 
is surrounded on the west, north and east by mountain 
ranges of from 12,000 to 14,000 ft. The precipitation in 
this area has almost no bearing on what happens 
elsewhere. In the semi-desert around Stillwater Refuge 
in western Nevada there were some showers in April 
and May; it rained on twelve different days in the two 
months, and the country became greener than it has 
been in many years. In general, April and May were 
cooler and moister than usual but by the end of May 
the weather was hot. Again I have to protest April and 
May as the spring migration period. It is the breeding 
season for many of our birds, and in the high 
mountains there isn't much spring migration by June 
1st. We have to wait until late June to find the breeding 
population. In the Durango area the leaves were not 
out above 9000 ft. by June 1st. At Klamath Basin, 
Leroy Giles, the biologist, reports through Tom Home, 
Refuge Manager, that  
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as usual their real spring migration was over by April 
1st, but that April and the first half of May were cold 
and the shorebird and late duck migration was delayed 
by two weeks. Their peak migration was on March 6, 
with the height of the Pintail movement and 97,000 
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Snow Geese reported on the same date. White-fronted 
Geese peaked a little later at 39,600 on March 27. The 
Whistling Swan peak was 12,000 on March 13. It is 
interesting to compare the Klamath Basin with the Bear 
River Marshes at the upper end of Great Salt Lake. 
William Reid reports from Bear River under the 
direction of Vanez Wilson, the manager. These are two 
of the great waterfowl concentration areas in the 
nation. While Bear River does not have the geese and 
swans to compare with Klamath in the spring, in the 
duck category it is a different story. Bear River had 
more of the Green-winged Teal, 70,500 to 6,400; 
Gadwall, 9,000 to 2,300 for Klamath; Am. Widgeon, 
15,000 to 2,600; Redhead, 20,000 to 1,700; and scaup, 
35,000 to 22,000, while Klamath had more of the 
Pintail, 285,000 to 98,000; Shoveller, 54,000 to 4,500; 
Bufflehead, 1,920 to 300 and Ruddy Duck, 55,800 to 
25,000. In shorebirds the comparison shows that many 
species peter out by the time they get over to the 
western edge of the Great Basin at Klamath. In general, 
Bear River is a far better place for shorebirds. For 
instance, the Black-bellied Plover high was 350 at Bear 
River as compared to 6 at Klamath; Marbled Godwit, 
1,500 to 1; Long-billed Curlew, 125 to 11; Am. Avocet, 
4,500 to 350; Black-necked Stilt, 600 to 40; dowitcher, 
1,300 to 54. On the other hand, Klamath reported such 
things as 750 Red-backed Sandpipers and Ruddy 
Turnstones which do not occur at Bear River. 
 
Grebes.—Eared Grebes were reported in numbers from 
all points as usual, but Lockerbie says there are more 
this year than he has ever seen, the flocks running well 
over 1,000. 
 
Herons.—The Am. Egret occurs in numbers at 
Stillwater and at Klamath but does not get much 
further east. 
 
Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—A small boy with a .22 shot 
one of the Trumpeter Swans on Flat Creek at Jackson 
this spring. Therefore, the show of swans from the 
highway was not so good. The boy was not punished. 
Dale Southerland, the biologist at Stillwater in western 
Nevada, reported through Chester Markley, the 
manager, that the peak of Whistling Swans was 2,000 
on March 2. The pattern of waterfowl in general 
follows Klamath at Stillwater, but the numbers are not 
so great. Mrs. Carman had a Ross's Goose on May 15 
at Evans Lake in western Colorado. Bear River had a 
good breeding season of Canada Geese with 320 
broods, up 90 from last year. There were 171 per cent 
more ducks using the new Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge 
in southern Colorado (Bryant) than last year. The 
Mallard is the most common waterfowl species and 
reached 7,000 this spring. 
 

Grouse.—Don Hunter reported an increasing number 
of Sage Hens in southeastern Idaho and an open 
season is being considered. Parts of Wyoming have an 
open season, which is short because the bird is so 
stupid the kill can be very great. Except for young 
birds, they are poor eating. 
 
Gulls.—Three Bonaparte's Gulls were reported at 
Farmington Bay, Great Salt Lake, May 6 (Lockerbie) 
and at Deckers Lake. There was one at Casper in 
central Wyoming, April 22 (OKS). 
 
Shorebirds.—There were 3 Red-backed Sandpipers at 
Ocean Lake in central Wyoming, May 12 (Warkley). 
Eighty Marbled Godwits were reported at Saratoga 
Lake in south-central Wyoming, April 26 (Lambertsen). 
Stillwater reported a concentration of 5,000 dowitchers 
in the last half of May. In general, water conditions 
were excellent for shorebirds at Stillwater and the usual 
local breeding birds—Am. Avocets and Black-necked 
Stilts,—were having a highly successful season. Four 
Am. Golden Plovers were reported at Farmington Bay 
in May by Lockerbie. He also had Northern Phalaropes 
there on May 15 in "untold thousands" for the biggest 
centration yet reported of these birds. 
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss, in western 
Colorado, so far has had only Black-chinned Hummers 
at her feeder, but they take up to 1½ pints of syrup 
daily. 
 
Jays, Mockingbirds, Bobolinks.—Mrs. McIntyre at her 
remarkable banding station at Devils Tower in 
northeastern Wyoming banded young Gray Jays 
coming to her feeding station by May 22. Mockingbirds 
were reported at Driggs in eastern Idaho, May 26 
(Hunter) and at Rawlins in southern Wyoming, May 30 
(Lambertsen). An increase in their numbers was 
reported at Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming, where 
they are found regularly (Snyder). There was a 
Bobolink near Victor in eastern Idaho, May 20 
(Hunter). This bird is found in scattered localities as far 
west as Malheur in this Region. 
 
Finches.—Don Hunter had a Lark Bunting in eastern 
Idaho, May 23, near St. Anthony's, an unusual record. 
A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was found at Rawlins, Wyo. 
on May 18 (Lambertsen). Most places in this Region 
reported Evening Grosbeaks staying later than usual 
but there was a tremendous concentration in Durango 
in mid-May. Oppie Reames conservatively reported 
545, May 19. Don Thatcher had White-winged 
Crossbills at Echo Lake west Denver on May 19. These 
birds probably occur regularly in this Region but are 
very irregular when compared with the more common 
Red Crossbill.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 E. 13 
St., Casper, Wyo. 
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Spring Migration, 1956 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
months of April and May were mild in this area. The 
average temperatures were slightly above normal. The 
maximum daily temperature recorded at Seattle, Wash., 
ranged from 48 degrees to a high of 88 degrees on May 
30. The minimum temperatures ranged from 36 to 58 
degrees. The rainfall was below normal for both 
months. A total of 1.27 inches was recorded for the 
two months. Although no unusual migrations were 
reported some species of land birds appeared 
somewhat earlier than usual. In only a few cases did 
they arrive later than usual. The water birds in most 
cases seemed to have left for the breeding grounds 
sooner in most years. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—Theed Pearse reports that 
Common Loons are scarce at Comox, B. C. They are 
not present at some regular nesting localities. A. R. 
Davidson reported some still around at the end of the 
period at Victoria, B. C. The last Horned Grebes were 
seen at Blaine, Wash., on April 26 (Lucile Kline) and 
the last Western Grebes on May 1. This represents an 
early departure for both species. Six Great Blue Herons 
at Blaine on April 26 were the first seen for the spring 
and 32 were seen at the breeding colony on May 28 
(LK). This seems to be an early arrival. 
 
Swans, Geese, Brant.—On May 8, 31 Whistling Swans 
were last seen at Blaine (LK). On April 24, 250-300 
Canada Geese were reported at Seattle. From April 15 
to 21 large numbers of this species were reported. 
Snow Geese were seen at Blaine on April 30 (LK). A 
good migration of Black Brant was reported. Six 
hundred were seen on April 10 at Blaine (LK). They 
were last seen at Comox (TP), Victoria (ARD), and at 
Blaine (LK) around the middle of May. 
 
Ducks.—Wintering and migrating pond ducks were not 
reported after April, which is an early departure. 
Cinnamon Teal, which are uncommon in the area, were 
seen at Seattle by Bob and Elsie Boggs from May 7 to 
17. Diving ducks departed at the normal time. Seven 
Red-breasted Mergansers were seen at Oak Bay, B. C. 
on May 26 (ARD), but they were last seen at Blaine on 
May 10 (LK). Hooded Mergansers are becoming rare at 
Comox (TP). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls.—The migration of shorebirds came at 
the normal time. Two Surf-birds were seen on April 1 
at Oak Bay (ARD). A late arrival of about 1,000 
Bonaparte Gulls, mostly immatures, was reported at 
Comox (TP). Flocks of immature Short-billed Gulls 
were also seen. 

 
Pigeons and Doves.—Band-tailed Pigeons seemed to be 
scarcer at Comox this year. Mourning Doves, which are 
not abundant west of the Cascades, were seen during 
the period at Diablo Dam, Wash. (Mrs. Harold 
Skinner), Victoria, B. C. (TP) and at Roy, Wash. (Zella 
Schultz). 
 
Nighthawks, Hummingbirds.—Common Nighthawks 
arrived at the normal time around the first part of June. 
Hummingbirds arrived at the normal time this year, but 
large numbers were found dead in the Seattle area, 
probably owing to the lack of food caused by the 
severe winter. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—Traill's Flycatchers, Olive-sided 
Flycatchers, and Western Wood Pewees arrived in the 
area early. Pewees were abundant at Spanaway on April 
20. The first Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen at Comox 
on May 4 (TP). Western Flycatchers arrived at the 
normal time. Pearse believes that Olive-sided 
Flycatchers are more numerous at Comox this year. He 
also states that all species of swallows are the scarcest 
in forty years. As a whole, the swallows arrived at most 
places at the normal time. Thirteen Cliff Swallows seen 
at Blaine on April 11 (LK) represent an early arrival. 
 
Thrushes.—Varied Thrushes were last seen at Victoria 
on April 7 (ARD) and at Seattle on April 21 (BEB), 
indicating an early departure to the breeding areas. 
Olive-backed Thrushes were first seen at Victoria on 
April 22, an early arrival, but were on time in other 
areas. Pearse notes fewer at Comox this year. He also 
states that the Western Bluebird has almost ceased as a 
nester there. Two Mountain Bluebirds were seen at 
Diablo Dam on May 26 (HS). 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—On April 1 there was a small 
migration of Ruby-crowned Kinglets at Victoria 
(ARD). On April 20, 24 were seen at Blaine (LK). One 
hundred Water Pipits were noted on April 28 at 
Victoria (ARD) and a few were seen  
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at Newport near Seattle on April 21. Cedar Waxwings 
arrived at the usual time. They were less numerous at 
Comox (TP) and at Victoria (ARD). 
 
Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—The only Common Starling 
reported this spring was one seen at Oak Bay near 
Victoria on June 1 (ARD). Solitary and Warbling 
Vireos arrived on time in most areas. A Warbling 
Vireo, seen at Victoria on April 18, represents an early 
record. Warblers were first seen at the usual time at 
most places. At Blaine, however, Orange-crowned, 
Yellow, Black-throated Gray, and Pileolated Warblers 
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were late. There seemed to be fewer Myrtle Warblers 
this year. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers, Grosbeaks.—There were fewer 
Brewer's Blackbirds and no Red-winged Blackbirds at 
Diablo Dam (HS). A Yellow-headed Blackbird was 
seen at Comox (TP). Brown-headed Cowbirds, which 
are now regularly reported from the Seattle area, were 
seen several times this spring. John Larsen saw one on 
May 2. They were seen by others on May 5 and 6. A 
female was noted on May 20 and 4 males on June 5 
(BEB). Western Tanagers were seen at Seattle at the 
usual time. Black-headed Grosbeaks were also on time. 
There seemed to be fewer Evening Grosbeaks this 
spring. 
 
Goldfinches, Sparrows.—Am. Goldfinches were fewer in 
number at Comox (TP). Seventy-three were noted at 
Blaine on May 13 (LK). Chipping Sparrows arrived at 
the usual time, but White-crowned Sparrows were late 
in most areas. Golden-crowned Sparrows were 
abundant this spring. At Victoria, 50 were seen on 
April 22 (ARD). There was a large migration at Comox 
on May 6. The only report of Lincoln's Sparrows was 
of one banded at Diablo Dam on April 18 (HS).—
WILLIAM R. GOODGE and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 
5, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1956 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—After a rather backward, cool spring and 
summer in most localities, conditions became hot and 
dry during July and August. In general, conditions 
appeared favorable for nesting birds, except for the 
drying up of many small ponds in the Great Falls area. 
At Turnbull Refuge, Verner reported "a fine spring, 
which resulted in a very good early hatch of Mallards." 
His report from the refuge is again outstanding. 
Observers for the Region are as follows: for Bozeman, 
Mont. and the eastern slopes of the Rockies, Clifford 
V. Davis; for the Great Falls, Mont. area and the Little 
Belt Mountains, Tom Walker; for Missoula, Mont. and 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Lake Co., 
Mont. Ralph L. Hand; for St. Ignatius, Mont. Earl and 
Lola Hiett; for the Libby, Mont. area and Melita Island, 
about 10 miles north of Polson, Mont. in Flathead 
Lake, the editor; for the Spokane, Wash. area, Stephen 
O. Stanley, and for Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, 
southwest of Cheney, Wash. and the Pullman, Wash. 
and Mos. cow, Idaho area, Jared Verner. Credit for 
other observations is indicated in the text. 
 
Loons, Grebes.—A pair of Horned Grebes was seen 
feeding 4 young at Turnbull Refuge, June 27. Twenty-

six broods of Eared Grebe, totaling 49 young, were 
observed at the refuge during the summer. The species 
was unusually common in the Bozeman, Mont area 
also. Walker noted an exceptional migration at Great 
Falls this spring, with a peak of about 200 birds on May 
1. At least a dozen pairs of Western Grebes, mostly 
with young, were noted at Ninepipe, Aug. 1, where the 
Hietts saw one on Aug. 14. 
 
Waterfowl.—Canada Geese were widely reported. They 
were at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse. A nest was 
found, April 24, on the Upper Yellowstone in 
Yellowstone National Park (CVD). The birds were 
reported nesting on islands in the Missouri River near 
Great Falls. Verner counted 24 broods totaling 92 
young at Turnbull, and 18 nests with 111 eggs on 
islands of the Snake River in Whitman County, Wash. 
He also reported a very good hatch of Mallards at 
Turnbull, where he located 100 broods. The species 
appeared to be in normal numbers elsewhere, with the 
possible exception of the Great Falls area, where 
drought conditions dried up many small ponds. Walker 
reported that Freeze-out Lake near Great Falls has 
been improved for waterfowl, as it is now possible to 
maintain a constant water level there. At Turnbull, 
Gadwall and Am. Widgeon appeared with 17 and 22 
broods, respectively. Pintail were noted breeding only 
at Turnbull (3 broods). Other species breeding there 
were Green-winged, Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal, 
Shoveller, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Canvas-back, 
Lesser Scaup and Ruddy Duck. Several pairs of Wood 
Ducks nested near Missoula but the species was not 
reported around Spokane this summer. Three Barrow's 
Golden-eyes and a downy young were seen near 
Okanagan Falls, B. C. on June 20 (H. L. Cogswell). A 
pair of Hooded Mergansers with young was noted on 
the Little Spokane River near Spokane. Broods of Am. 
Mergansers appeared near Great Falls and Missoula. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures occurred near 
Missoula, Manhattan, and Choteau, Mont., and 
Rockford, Wash. A nest of young Sharp-shinned 
Hawks was discovered in the Bridger Mountains near 
Bozeman in early August (Robert Edwards). Several 
Ferruginous Hawks were seen in the Bridger and 
Snowy Mountain areas. Davis located a nest of the 
Golden Eagle with 2 fertile eggs, in mid-April near 
Miles City, Mont. Walker noted about 15 pairs of 
Ospreys nesting along the Missouri River in the Gates 
of the Mountains region north of Helena, Mont. A 
young Prairie Falcon shortly out of the nest was caught 
and promptly released at Great Falls, July 13. A 
Peregrine Falcon's nest was located on a cliff in the 
Little Belt Mountains on July 10. Two downy young 
were in the nest. Near Great Falls a Sparrow Hawk nest 
was located in a hole in the side of a 75 foot sandstone 
cliff. 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

21 
	  

 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Davis reported Blue Grouse in all 
mountain areas visited by him, including the Snowies. 
Ruffed Grouse broods were widely but  
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sparingly reported from the mountains of the Region. 
The European Partridge appeared to be increasing 
around Missoula, with coveys of 20 to 30 noted 
frequently in August. The birds seemed scarce at Great 
Falls. 
 
Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—The Am. Coot bred 
abundantly at Turnbull Refuge (90 broods noted) and 
at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse. Killdeer were 
numerous, with many young, in the Spokane area. 
Verner noted a nest with 4 eggs on April 12 at Pullman, 
Wash. Wilson's Snipe was seen less commonly than 
usual around Bozeman. A few Spotted Sandpipers were 
out of the egg on June 21 at Turnbull. Old and young 
Forster's Terns were on the wing at Ninepipe and 
Kicking Horse in early August. The earliest report of 
young, flying Black Terns was on July 9 at Turnbull. 
 
Doves, Owls, Cuckoos, Nighthawks.—Mourning Doves 
were numerous as usual around Spokane. Hand and 
Davis report the birds as more common than usual 
around Bozeman and Missoula, respectively. 
Concentrations up to 150 birds were noted near 
Missoula in early August. The Great Gray Owl was 
observed in three different places in the Bridger 
Mountains during July (CVD). A yellow-billed Cuckoo 
was noted about 20 miles north of Coulee Dam, Wash. 
June 21, and a Poor-will, June 20 (HLC). Common 
Nighthawks appeared at Missoula, June 9. Eight nests 
with 2 eggs or young were located at Turnbull, June 20 
or later. The species seemed more numerous than usual 
at Spokane. 
 
Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Black Swifts were noted only in 
northwestern Montana, first on May 10. About 10 were 
seen in Glacier National Park at Avalanche Camp, Aug. 
13 and 14 (Roger Eriksson). One or 2 Vaux's Swifts 
appeared at intervals over Missoula. The White-
throated Swift bred fairly commonly along the cliffs of 
the Missouri River above Cascade, Cascade County, 
Mont. (TW) but Davis found them absent from their 
usual nesting areas. Rufous, Black-chinned and Calliope 
Hummingbirds were all reported, with a nest of the 
Black-chinned in the Little Spokane River area (C. 
Smedley). The latter species was noted elsewhere only 
at Libby. 
 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—Lewis's Woodpecker was 
noted as far east as Garneil, Fergus County, Mont. 
(CVD). One was carrying food in the foothills of the 

Little Belt Mountains, July 13. The Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker was noted breeding in several localities of 
the Region. Young Arctic Woodpeckers were out of 
the nest on July 17 in the Bridger Mountains. Adult 
Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen in a canyon south 
of Bozeman in June. A nest of the rare White-headed 
Woodpecker was observed near St. Marks, Benewah 
Co., Idaho, June 17 (E. Pettibone). The first occupied 
nest of the widely reported Eastern Kingbird was one 
at Bozeman, June 10. A pair of Western Kingbirds had 
a nest with young, July 1, at Warland, Lincoln Co., 
Mont. (TR). A nest with 6 eggs of Say's Phoebe was 
found under a bridge near Wawawai, Whitman Co., 
Wash., April 22. Seven occupied nests of Traill's 
Flycatcher were observed at Turnbull from June 13 to 
July 24. A parent bird, apparently this species, was 
feeding 3 young out of the nest at Libby, Aug. 13. 
Western Flycatchers were noted in the Bozeman area. 
Western Wood Pewees bred commonly around 
Spokane. A nest of this species on Melita Island in 
Flathead Lake, Lake Co., Mont. was observed from July 
10 to Aug. 4. The eggs were believed to have hatched 
about July 24. The young had not left on Aug. 4. A nest 
of the Olive-sided Flycatcher was observed near Nine 
Mile, down the Spokane River from Spokane (SOS). 
 
Swallows.—The first record of young Violet-green and 
Tree Swallows out of the nest was on July 4 at Libby. 
On Aug. 5 Bank Swallows were feeding young on wires 
at St. Ignatius. Rough-winged Swallows were unusually 
common in the Bozeman area and were entering nest 
holes the second week in June. Nine broods of Barn 
Swallows were noted at Turnbull between July 2 and 
Aug. 16. Cliff Swallows were observed in nests, May 
20, at Bozeman and a colony of several hundred nested 
again at Great Falls at Giant Springs. 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Dippers.—Steller's Jay and 
the Common Raven were observed only at Libby. 
Young Am. Magpies in the nest were found at 
Bozeman the second week of April. On June 24 at St. 
Ignatius a young magpie and young Am. Crows were 
about. A flock of Piñon Jays was observed along the 
Madison River, near Bozeman, April 21. At Bend, Ore. 
a flock of about 10 adult and 20 young of this species 
was noted; several adults were feeding young birds (H. 
L. Cogswell). Young Black-capped Chickadees left their 
nest cavity in Libby on June 1 and 2, the earliest 
reported. Mountain Chickadees nested in Bozeman and 
in a bird house in the Little Belt Mountains. White-
breasted Nuthatches, scarce as usual, appeared only at 
the Little Spokane River and on Melita Island. The 
Red-breasted, reported more widely, was noted nesting 
along the Little Spokane (CS). The Pygmy appeared 
only around Spokane, failing to show up on Melita 
Island between July 7 and Aug. 4. Davis noted Am. 
Dippers commonly in his area, feeding young. Several 
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nests were found in the Little Belt Mountains; the 
earliest contained young on May 27. 
 
Wrens, Thrushes.—Young Winter Wrens, barely able to 
fly, were observed at Big Creek in Ravalli Co., Mont. 
July 10 (RLH). Verner located 3 nests of the Long-
billed Marsh Wren, June 17, at Turnbull. About half 
dozen young Rock Wrens were seen at a rock slide near 
Great Falls in early August. The Am. Robin appeared 
to have had an unusually successful nesting season in 
some areas, for immature birds seemed much more 
common than usual in Spokane and Libby during 
August. Varied Thrush fledglings, on the other hand, 
were reported only from the top of Moscow Mountain 
near Moscow, Idaho, June 9. Hermit and Olive-backed 
Thrushes and Veeries were widely reported. Veery 
nests were noted at Turnbull, June 14 (J. David Solf) 
and the Little Spokane River (CS). Three well-fledged 
immature Western Bluebirds accompanied their parents 
at The Dalles, Ore. June 17 (TR) and a nest with 4 eggs 
was discovered at Turnbull, June 11. Mountain 
Bluebirds appear to be dwindling in  
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numbers. Davis remarks that the species is seldom seen 
in his area. Hand wonders if the starlings could have 
anything to do with the situation. However, Mountain 
Bluebirds appeared in normal numbers at Great Falls. 
Townsend's Solitaire nesting, seldom reported, was 
observed in two localities: Logging Creek in the Little 
Belts, June 2, and East Pipe Creek, north of Libby, 
where a fledgling was being fed, June 21 (John 
Blackford). 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes.--Adult or young Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were observed at Bozeman, 
Missoula, Spokane, Libby, Melita Island and Moscow 
Mountain. The Water Pipit was found with young in 
late July and early August above 8,000 feet in the 
mountains around Bozeman. Eriksson noted the 
species at Logan Pass in Glacier Park, Aug. 13. Five 
Cedar Waxwings, apparently a family group, appeared 
at St. Ignatius, Aug. 3. The first immatures noted at 
Libby were 4 on Aug. 5. The species was more 
numerous along the Little Spokane than some years. 
Two young Loggerhead Shrikes made their appearance 
with their parents, July 26, at Great Falls, and a Gray 
Shrike was reported near Twodot, Mont., Aug. 14 
(CVD). 
 
Starlings and Vireos.—The Common Starling still 
appears to be on the increase in the Region. Positive 
nesting records were obtained for the species in Libby 
and St. Ignatius. At Spokane an increase in nesting sites 
was reported. The Solitary Vireo was almost completely 
absent from the Little Belts, where it was common last 

year. Hand described the species as one of the 
characteristic birds of the lower north slope of Mount 
Sentinel, at the eastern edge of Missoula. The birds 
were also noted at Libby. The Warbling Vireo appeared 
more abundant than the Red-eyed as a city dweller. 
Stanley mentioned numerous nestings in Spokane. 
 
Warblers.—The Orange-crowned Warbler was seen 
near Bozeman and Missoula. The Yellow Warbler 
carried away top honors for the most reports of nests 
and young. Audubon's Warbler ran second, with 
nesting records for the Little Belts, Melita Island, 
Missoula and Spokane. An Oven-bird was again 
noted—up to July 14—in the Little Belts, in the same 
spot as last year. A nesting pair of Northern Water-
thrushes was observed, June 17, at St. Marks, Idaho 
(EP). Macgillivray's Warbler was found nesting in the 
Little Belts and at Rockford, Wash. (SOS). 
Yellowthroats were noted as usual. Hand found the 
Black-capped, June 30, at Cache Creek, Mineral Co., 
Mont. Am. Redstarts were common to numerous bat 
actual nesting records were few. A family was noted at 
St. Ignatius, Aug. 5, and Verner found a nest at 
Turnbull, June 17. It contained 3 eggs and a young 
Brown-headed Cowbird, newly hatched.  
 
Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers.—Bobolinks 
summered at Bozeman. Several nesting pairs were at St. 
Marks, Idaho (EP). Young Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
were in the nest near Three Forks, Mont. on June 7 and 
immatures were noted at Reardan, Wash. on July 22. 
Red-winged Blackbirds were numerous as usual. Young 
were in the nest at Bozeman, June 5. Walker obtained 
his second record of a Baltimore Oriole in Great Falls 
in June. Bullock's Oriole was noted nesting near 
Bozeman, Spokane and Boardman, Wash. (TR). An 
immature Rusty Blackbird was found dead near St. 
Ignatius, Aug. 10. The Brown-headed Cowbird was 
found to have parasitized an Am. Redstart's and a 
Traill's Flycatcher's nest and a young bird was being fed 
by a Warbling Vireo, all at Turnbull. On Melita Island, 
a young cowbird was following a Western Tanager. The 
latter species was very common around Bozeman, 
Missoula and Libby. Walker found a nest with young in 
the Little Belts on the rather late date of Aug. 6. 
 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks appeared at 
Bozeman, Missoula and Libby. The Lazuli Bunting was 
unusually abundant from Bozeman eastward and was 
noted frequently along the Columbia River between 
Oregon and Washington, during a trip in June (TR). A 
pair was noted nesting at St. Ignatius. Cassin's Finches 
were carrying nesting material, May 20, in Bozeman, 
where they were common. At Spokane they were less 
numerous than last year. Pine Grosbeaks were 
observed at higher elevations in the Little Belts and in 
the mountains around Bozeman. Black Rosy-Finches 
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were seen on Sacajawea Peak, Gallatin Co., Mont. the 
first part of August. Red Crossbills were common in 
the mountains surrounding Bozeman and on Melita 
Island. However, Hand had not noted the species 
around Missoula for over a year. The birds, including a 
family group, were noted in Spokane during the 
summer. 
 
Sparrows.—Many young and old Spotted Towhees 
frequented the Missouri River bank at Great Falls in 
late July and this species and the Green-tailed were 
common around Bozeman, defending territories in 
May and June. Immature Vesper Sparrows just able to 
fly were noted at Missoula, July 17. Young Lark 
Sparrows were reported near Harrington, Wash. July 22 
and near Spokane a week later. The species was scarce 
around Missoula, much decreased from previous years. 
The Oregon Junco was common and breeding around 
Bozeman, Missoula, Melita Island and Libby. The first 
immature out of the nest was a fully-fledged one noted 
at Libby, June 23. Twenty-two young of this species 
were banded on Melita Island between July 11 and 
Aug. 4. The Pink-sided bred commonly in the Little 
Belts. Eggs in one nest there hatched on July 14. 
Chipping Sparrows were numerous as usual, with many 
young birds in evidence at Libby and Spokane. At the 
heads of the creek valleys in the Little Belts White-
crowned Sparrows bred in moderate numbers. They 
were abundant in the Bozeman region. Song Sparrow 
nests were located at St. Ignatius and at Turnbull.—
THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Mont. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1956 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—This season was hot and 
dry in general over this whole vast area of mountains 
and deserts. Since the Region is normally hot and dry at 
this time of year, this does not seem exceptional. 
However, almost all stations report exceptionally hot, 
dry weather in spite of the fact that weather in this 
Region tends to be local. What goes on east of the  
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Divide may have little to do with what goes on to the 
west, and the southern part of the Region -has entirely 
different storm systems than the northern part. Because 
of heavy snows in the western mountains last winter, 
water condition at the refuges was excellent, and 
waterfowl had a very fine breeding season. Of course, 
we are involved in our usual problem: that the dates of 
this report do not cover our breeding season. The 
geese have long since hatched by June 1 while the 
Ruddy Duck season was only half over by August 15 at 

Klamath. The most interesting thing this season was 
the movement of Dickcissels (see below). 
 
Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan had an extremely poor 
breeding season all over the Jackson Hole–Grand 
Teton–Yellowstone Region. There were almost no 
cygnets from remote Bridger Lake (OKS) southeast of 
Yellowstone Park to Flat Creek along the highway at 
Jackson. A clutch of 9 eggs at Mary’s Bay on 
Yellowstone Lake was taken by a bear (Warkley). 
However, the Trumpeter has increased so that almost 
every pond in the northwestern area of Wyoming has a 
Trumpeter pair by now. There is a new man, Mr. 
Greenwalt, in charge of the Elk Refuge at Jackson. He 
will be glad to show visiting birders swans and cranes, 
and the nation's most spectacular scenery. 
 
Ducks and Geese.—We have some very precise 
information on the duck breeding season through some 
exact reports from Stillwater Refuge in western 
Nevada, Klamath Basin, Bear River Marshes at the 
north end of Great Salt Lake, Monte Vista Refuge in 
southern Colorado, and the Waterfowl Breeding 
Ground Survey in Utah by Noland Nelson of the Utah 
State Fish and Game Department. By air and ground 
counts Utah had a 27 per cent increase in breeding 
population of ducks and geese. This returns the geese 
to normal after last year's decline. Southern Utah didn't 
do so well because of drought. The northern Utah 
success is attributed to ideal conditions. William Reid at 
Bear River Marshes reports duck nests counted on 13 
sample plots increased from 240 last year to 418 this 
year. The most common nesting duck was the Redhead 
with a 27,000 peak reported July 3. By mid-August the 
southward migration was well on its way with the 
Pintail build-up amounting to 350,000. Leroy Giles at 
Tule Lake gives us some production figures for the 
Klamath Basin covering major producing areas: Lower 
Klamath, Tule Lake, and Upper Klamath, as well as 
smaller areas. The Redhead leads the ducks again with 
27,205 production. Alas, the Am. Coot is the most 
common water bird with a production of 43,700. The 
other large figures in duck production are Cinnamon 
Teal, 19,495; Mallard, 15,635; Gadwall, 12,670; and 
Ruddy Duck, 10,070. It would be interesting to print all 
the figures from Klamath and Bear River but space 
does not permit it. Dale Sutherland, the wildlife 
management biologist at Stillwater, reports that heavy 
runoff on the Truckee and Carson River watersheds 
insured an abundant water supply for Stillwater and by 
June 1 all units had reached maximum operating 
levels—something unheard of in those parts. It rained 
slightly twice during the summer which is about par for 
the course. The breeding season was very successful. 
The dates for the breeding season are particularly 
inappropriate for Stillwater as much of the hatching has 
occurred before June 1. Charles Bryant reports from 
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Monte Vista in southern Colorado that the Refuge is 
still growing nicely with new pond construction, and 
the production of ducks was at a new high. The 
Mallard is most common there with a concentration of 
1,500. 
 
Shorebirds.—C. W. Lockerbie had "unbelievable 
numbers" of Willet, Am. Avocet, and Black-necked 
Stilt at Farmington Bay on Great Salt Lake on July 3. 
This was the greatest concentration he had ever 
experienced, and since he has had more experience 
than anyone else in the West, it must have been 
something! He didn't venture a guess as to numbers but 
it would have to go some to surpass the Bear River 
estimate of 15,000 Am. Avocets and 8,000 Black-
necked Stilts, Aug. 14. Undoubtedly the Great Salt 
Lake sees the bulk of these birds. The only other 
competitor in this Region is Stillwater in western 
Nevada with 1,000 avocets, although they had 8,000 
dowitchers on July 18. 
 
Owls.—Killpack had 5 Long-eared Owl nests at 
Roosevelt in eastern Utah in addition to the usual 
Horned Owl nests. All young had flown by May 20. 
 
Poor-wills.—The Wyoming Audubon Society had Poor-
wills at Devils Tower in northeastern Wyoming on July 
16 on the open hillside below the Tower. 
 
Hummingbirds.—R. G. Beidleman, Professor of Biology 
at Colorado University, reported from Rocky Mountain 
National Park several records for the Calliope 
Hummingbird including a collected specimen on July 
30 (Earl Erickson). These are the first for the Park. The 
Rufous Hummingbird was more common than for the 
past 6 years. Out in the real hummingbird country on 
the mesa southeast of Grand Junction, Mrs. Crews 
reported from Hotchkiss that there were swarms of 
hummers. Lots of people feed them there as much as a 
pint of syrup a day. The Black-chinned breeds locally 
and the Rufous and Broad-tailed are migrants. 
Lockerbie reported it was also a great year for 
hummers at Salt Lake, the same four species. 
 
Wrens.—Don Thatcher reported the Winter Wren from 
near Jenny Lake in Jackson Hole (Grand Teton 
National Park) in June, an unusual record. 
 
Dickcissels.—Ordinarily the Dickcissel is seen on the 
eastern border of Wyoming only occasionally. This year 
there was a massive invasion with almost  
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every alfalfa field boasting a pair of Dickcissels as far 
west as 10 miles west of Casper in central Wyoming 
(OKS). The Wyoming Audubon Society found them all 

through the eastern half of northern Wyoming and 
Mildred Snyder reported them from Cheyenne in 
southern Wyoming. This is a westward movement of at 
least 200 miles for the bird. This is an unprecedented 
change, as far as we know, and the reason for it is not 
clear. 
 
Grosbeaks and Crossbills.—Beidleman reported Evening 
Grosbeaks with young at Estes Park, Aug. 2, at about 
9,500 feet (Mrs. J. E. Schaab) and 5 on Aug. 18 at 8,500 
feet (Beidleman). The on again off again Red Crossbills 
are now off again in the Colorado Rockies west of 
Denver (Beidleman and Thatcher) but were as 
numerous as ever in the Wyoming ranges (OKS). 
 
Sparrows.—Thompson Marsh had a Fox Sparrow in 
song at Evergreen in the Rockies west of Denver on 
July 7, a very unusual record.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13 St. Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1956 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
After a mild, dry spring, June had more precipitation 
than usual and below normal temperatures were 
recorded throughout most of the month. July and 
August, however, were generally fair. Temperatures 
averaged above normal and there was little 
precipitation. There were many days in July with 
temperatures several degrees above normal. During the 
month there were no days without at least some 
sunshine. Although the weather during the spring and 
summer was generally favorable for nesting birds, the 
severe winter, no doubt, decreased the food supply of 
many species. This seems to be true for birds such as 
the Band-tailed Pigeon that feed on berries. Several 
observers noted increased numbers of young of a few 
species, especially robins. Probably the warm, dry 
spring was a factor in this increase. 
 
Grebes, Petrels, Cormorants, Herons.—A. R. Davidson saw 
2 immature Pied-billed Grebes at Victoria on July 26. 
Walter Hagenstein noted 5 young on Aug. 4, near 
Seattle. Leach's Petrels were found nesting on Tatoosh 
Island, Wash. on July 28 (Garrett Eddy, Frank 
Richardson and William Goodge). One nest contained 
a downy young. Pelagic Cormorant nests were started 
at Victoria by June 1. On June 24, newly hatched young 
were noted. They were still in the nest on Aug. 15 
(ARD). Breeding birds of this species were noted on 
Tatoosh Island on July 28. There were downy young in 
the nests. Green Herons were noted near Seattle on 
July 8 and Aug. 9 (WH). An immature bird was 
brought to Mrs. H. L. Schumacher from Edmonds on 
July 23. Theed Pearse reported only 30 instead of the 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

25 
	  

usual 35 Great Blue Heron nests at Comox. The young 
were ready to fly by July 7. 
 
Ducks, Hawks, Grouse, Quail.—Pearse reports several 
pairs of Ring-necked Ducks were seen at Comox. They 
are probably nesting on small lakes in the nearby 
foothills. He states that Ring-necked Ducks are rare in 
the area and before that have been seen only in winter. 
H. L. Cogswell saw a female Harlequin Duck with 
downy young seven miles east of Hope, B. C. on June 
20. Young Ospreys ready to fly were noted at a nest 
near Sydney on July 30 (ARD). Five adult Bald Eagles 
were seen on Whidbey Island on June 17 (Zella Schultz 
and others). Two were seen on Vancouver Island on 
June 9 and 3 on July 27. Pearse reports that Ruffed and 
Blue Grouse are scarce at Comox this year. A female 
Ruffed Grouse and newly hatched young were seen at 
Goldstream, Vancouver Island, on June 15 (ARD). A 
female and 3 downy young were noted by Mrs. Harold 
Skinner at Diablo Dam, Wash. on July 3. Young 
California Quail, newly hatched, were brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher on July 9 in Seattle. Young were first seen 
in Victoria on June 30 (ARD). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls.—The first young Killdeer were 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle on April 25. 
Other young were brought to her on July 18. Young 
Killdeer were seen near Seattle on July 29 (WH). 
Newly-hatched Spotted Sandpipers were recorded by 
Mrs. Schumacher on July 16 at Seattle. More gulls than 
usual summered at Comox. Up to 600, mostly 
Bonaparte's Gulls, were seen on occasion. Bonaparte's 
Gulls do not usually summer in that area at all (TP). 
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Pigeons, Owls.—Both Webster Ransom near Seattle and 
Pearse at Comox report fewer Band-tailed Pigeons in 
their areas this season. A downy young brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher on Aug. 28 seems to be a late nesting 
record for the Seattle area. The only nesting record for 
owls was a young Screech Owl about 3 days old 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher on May 15. 
 
Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—Five young 
Common Nighthawks were brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher in Seattle from Aug. 19 to 25. They were 
not common at Victoria this year. Two eggs were noted 
on June 22 near Victoria and one at Sydney on Aug. 7 
(ARD). The first young Rufous Hummingbirds were 
noted in Seattle on May 20. Two left the nest at Diablo 
Dam on July 20 (HS). Three male Calliope 
Hummingbirds were seen at Allison Pass on the 
Hope—Princeton road on June 20 (HLC). Young 
Pileated Woodpeckers were noted at Victoria on June 
26 (ARD). 
 

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Pearse reported that the 
Eastern Kingbird can be looked upon as a regular 
though uncommon summer resident and seems to be 
making a gradual increase in the Comox area. Bab and 
Elsie Boggs reported the nesting of a pair of Traill's 
Flycatchers in Seattle. The eggs were laid July 4 to 6 
and hatched by July 20. On Aug. 5 the birds left the 
nest. Young were flying by June 23 at Victoria (ARD). 
A young Horned Lark was found dead near Victoria on 
July 7 (ARD) and adults and young were noted by Mrs. 
Lucile Kline at Blaine this summer. Young Violet-green 
Swallows left nests at Diablo Dam on July 30 and Aug. 
3. Young Cliff Swallows were reported at Seattle on 
July 11 (WH) and July 19 (HLS). Birds of this species 
were still feeding young at Victoria on Aug. 1. A young 
Tree Swallow was brought to Mrs. Schumacher on July 
15. 
 
Jays, Bushtits, Wrens.—A young Steller's Jay was brought 
to Mrs. Schumacher at Seattle on May 20. A young 
Common Bushtit just out of the nest was brought to 
her on May 15. Bushtits are fairly common around 
Victoria (ARD). There were no House Wrens seen at 
Comox and fewer Winter Wrens this summer (TP). 
There seemed to be fewer of the latter near Seattle also. 
 
Thrushes, Waxwings, Kinglets.—Ransom noted a great 
increase in the number of young Am. Robins near 
Seattle. A young robin was reported at Seattle on April 
22 (HLS). Flying young Olive-backed Thrushes were 
seen at Victoria on July 14 (ARD). A young Cedar 
Waxwing about 12 days old was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher on July 30. Ruby-crowned Kinglets, which 
are not usually found west of the Cascades in summer, 
were noted near Victoria on July 26 and Aug. 4 (ARD). 
 
Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—The only Common Starlings 
reported this Summer were seven seen at Cadboro Bay 
near Victoria on July 10 (ARD). A Solitary Vireo just 
out of the nest was brought to Mrs. Schumacher on 
July 1 and she received a young Warbling Vireo just out 
of the nest on Aug. 4. A pair of this species began nest 
building on May 19 in Seattle. The young hatched on 
June 14 (BB, EB). The first young Myrtle Warblers 
were noted in Seattle on May 19. Warblers, except 
Macgillivray's, were noted in usual numbers at Comox 
this summer (TP). 
 
Icterids.—Young Western Meadowlarks were reported 
out of the nest on June 23 in Victoria (ARD). The 
Brown-headed Cowbird, which has recently entered 
western Washington, has now reached Vancouver 
Island. A young bird fed by Song Sparrows at Comox 
was last seen on Aug. 3 (TP). Males were seen at 
Victoria on June 23 and June 30. A young bird was 
seen at Cadboro near Victoria on July 15 (ARD). A 
newly-hatched young was brought to Mrs. Schumacher 
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in Seattle on July 3. Ransom reported a very good 
season for Brewer's Blackbirds in the Seattle area. The 
first young bird was observed at Seattle on July 3. A 
young bird in the nest was seen at Victoria on June 9 
(ARD). 
 
Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
were feeding young on July 12 in Victoria (ARD). A 
nestling House Finch was brought to Mrs. Schumacher 
in Seattle on May 2. Nestling Am. Goldfinches were 
brought to her on May 30. A late record is one out of 
the nest on Aug. 27. Young Slate-colored Juncos were 
out of the nest in Victoria by June 15. Nestling White-
crowned Sparrows were brought to Mrs. Schumacher 
on May 25. Young were flying in Victoria by June 2 
(ARD). Song Sparrows were observed feeding young in 
Seattle on May 17 (BB, EB).—WILLIAM R. 
GOODGE and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington 
State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 
 
 

End 1956 
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1957 
 
Autumn Migration, 1956 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The Region experienced a warm, dry fall 
up to the last week of October, when both sides of the 
Continental Divide had freezing or near-freezing 
weather with some snow. Blizzard conditions prevailed 
at Great Falls, Mont. During November the weather 
was generally dry and sunny again east of the Divide 
but cooler and cloudy in western Montana, northern 
Idaho and eastern Washington.  

 
Snow cover was sparse or completely lacking during 
most of the period. The prolonged mild weather did 
not appear to have any great effect on bird migration in 
general. Most species seemed to be about on schedule, 
while some appeared to be a little early or late. The late 
October cold spell apparently brought about a large 
movement of geese and possibly helped bring 
Bohemian Waxwings in a week or so early. Much of the 
northern flight of ducks apparently had not yet 
occurred by the end of November. Credit for 
observations, unless otherwise noted, is as listed in 
Audubon Field Notes 10:397 (1956).  
 
Loons and Grebes.—Common Loons, reported only 
from Great Falls, were migrating during October in 
smaller numbers than usual. Eared Grebes were by far 
the most abundant grebe. Fifty were on a lake near 
Great Falls, Oct. 27, and at least 40 were at Turnbull 
Wildlife Refuge, Wash. on Oct. 21. A few Horned, 
Western and Pied billed Grebes were noted in the 
Region. A Black-crowned Night Heron, rare in this 
region, was at Lewiston., Idaho, July 16 (T. D. 
Burleigh). 
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were on the move during 
October and November, with the larger numbers 
occurring east of the Divide. About 100 were on 
Willow Creek Reservoir in the Bozeman, Mont. area, 
Oct. 26 (Leo Middendorf). A large migratory 
movement of Canada Geese was noted at Missoula, 

Oct. 27. Hundreds were at Turnbull, Oct. 21 (Stephen 
O. Stanley) and the birds were numerous on the 
Missouri River at Great Falls toward the end of 
November. Two White-fronted Geese were seen at 
Lewiston, Sept. 16. Lesser Snow Geese were migrating 
over Missoula, Oct. 12. An impressive movement, 
apparently of Snow Geese, occurred over Libby, Mont. 
the night of Oct. 27. One flock, counted with 
binoculars by the dim light from the town, contained 
around 300 birds. The main northern flight of ducks 
apparently had not yet arrived by the end of the period. 
Lola Hiett ventured this opinion and Fred Peterson in 
his column in the Spokane Spokesman-Review for Nov. 25 
thought likewise. He reported W. A. Rodgers, manager 
at Turnbull, as saying the duck population there was 
very low for that time of year. Peterson also mentioned 
"a few ducks on Sprague Lake, maybe 10,000 to 15,000 
which is not a staggering number for that body of 
water." Walker reported about 1,000 on the river at 
Great Falls by Nov. 23. Of unusual interest were the 
1,500 Am. Golden-eyes at Great Falls, Nov. 23. An 
unusually large number of Barrow's Golden-eye was 
with them—about 30 on Dec. 1. An Old-squaw again 
appeared on the Missouri at Great Falls, Nov. 23. A 
female Harlequin Duck, the first record for the species 
for the city, was present on the river in Spokane from 
Nov. 4 through 12. A few Buffleheads were seen. Two 
were killed on Kicking Horse Reservoir, Oct. 13 (LH); 
one was seen at Missoula, Oct. 14 and one at Spokane, 
Sept. 9 (W. Hall). Great Falls had 32 by Dec. 1. 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—Walker got his second record of a 
Turkey Vulture in the Little Belt Mountains, Aug. 24. 
Reported elsewhere only from Missoula, the species 
was not seen after Sept. 16 there. November and early 
December brought single Goshawks to Great Falls, St. 
Ignatius, Missoula and Lewiston, Mont. Migrating 
Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks appeared sparse, 
except at Great Falls during October, when they were 
fairly common. Walker reported missing the main 
Swainson's Hawk migration but noticed scattered 
bands of a dozen or so during the last of August at 
Great Falls. A Rough-legged Hawk appeared at 
Moscow, Idaho, Oct. 20 and several Ferruginous were 
observed near Harlowton, Mont., Aug. 15 (Davis). Five 
Golden Eagles were seen in a heavy snowstorm near 
Augusta, Mont., Oct. 27 (TW). Pigeon Hawks were 
mentioned by most reporters west of the Divide. At 
Spokane the birds were frequent visitors after Oct. 27, 
when winter weather first struck. A noticeable flight of 
Sparrow Hawks passed Moscow, Sept. 16. The birds 
were noted as late as Nov. 10 at Spokane. 
 
Am. Coot, Shorebirds.—Moderate numbers of Am. Coots 
arrived at Great Falls with the late October cold snap. 
Hand noted them as common at Ninepipe and Kicking 
Horse Reservoirs, Aug. 31 and Sept. 12. The Ringed 
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Plover appeared from July 14 to Sept. 9 in eastern 
Washington and northern Idaho. Eleven were counted 
at Turnbull. The Am. Golden Plover was observed, 
Sept. 13 and 22, at Lewiston (TDB) and at Turnbull, 
Sept. 4 and 7. Turnbull also had 1 or 2 of the Black-
bellied, Aug. 3 and 4. Around Missoula Wilson's Snipe 
seemed much less common than formerly, with no 
noticeable flight. Walker noted them commonly in a 
marsh area near Great Falls and saw them last on Nov. 
22. A flock of at least 15 Long-billed Curlew near 
Martinsdale, Mont., Aug. 15, was probably migrating 
(CVD). Spotted Sandpipers lingered around Spokane as 
late as Oct. 6. West of the Divide Solitary Sandpipers 
appeared  
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between July 12 (Turnbull) and Sept. 16 (Missoula). 
June 24 brought the first Greater Yellowlegs at 
Turnbull, and Lewiston still had the species on Nov. 16 
(TDB). Observations of the Lesser stretched from July 
17, Lewiston (TDB) and Turnbull, to Sept. 23, Reardan 
Lake, Wash. Pectoral Sandpipers arrived first at 
Turnbull, July 4. Reardan Lake had 40 or 50 on Sept. 
23; a few were still there on Nov. 10 (W. Hall). Baird's, 
Least, Semi-palmated and Western Sandpipers were 
noted as usual. Dowitchers were noted at Great Falls, 
near Spokane, Lewiston and Potlatch, Idaho (Idaho 
observations by TDB). Reardan Lake had about 100, 
Sept. 23; a few were still there on Nov. 10 (W. Hall). 
Hall and L. La Fave also obtained the unusual record of 
a Red-backed Sandpiper at Reardan Lake on the 
latter date. Marbled Godwits appeared near Great Falls 
in August and at Turnbull, July 4 and Aug. 27, 16 birds 
on the latter date. The Am. Avocet was reported only 
from Lewiston, July 1 (TDB). Sanderlings appeared at 
Turnbull from Aug. 20 to Sept. 4 and were noted at 
Lewiston, Aug. 31 (TDB). Wilson's and Northern 
Phalaropes were recorded west of the Divide. The 
latter species showed a peak of 300 at Lewiston, Aug. 
27 (TDB) and of 82 on the same day at Turnbull. 
 
Gulls and Terns.—A light migration of California Gulls 
at Great Falls was over in early October. Single birds 
were at Turnbull, Aug. 6 and Wawawai, Wash., Sept. 
23. Ring-billed Gulls seemed about as usual. 
Noteworthy were Bonaparte's Gulls, 9 at Lewiston on 
Oct. 28 and 2 on Nov. 1 (TDB), and singles near 
Missoula, Oct. 26 and Nov. 1. A Franklin's Gull was 
killed by a Prairie Falcon at Turnbull on Aug. 28. The 
skin constitutes the first record for southeastern 
Washington. Forster's Tern, reported only by Hand at 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, was last seen 
on Aug. 10. Six Common Terns were at Lewiston, Aug. 
27. Verner had a late record of Aug. 31 for the Black 
Tern at Turnbull. 
 

Doves and Owls.—Hand reported that the Mourning 
Dove was the only bird around Missoula, in addition to 
the Common Starling, which showed a decided 
increase. Davis found a single bird near Bozeman at the 
rather late date of Nov. 4. A single Horned Owl was 
reported at Sprague Lake near Spokane, Nov. 10 (W. 
Hall). The Pygmy Owl appeared in Moscow on Nov. 
12 (TDB) and in Libby, Mont., Nov. 14, and was not 
recorded elsewhere. A Short-eared Owl was seen at 
Missoula, Oct. 24, and one was shot at Libby at about 
the same date. 
 
Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds.—Common 
Nighthawks were migrating in good-sized flocks in late 
July and early August at Great Falls. The latest 
movement of any size was of about 20 birds at Libby, 
Sept. 7. Vaux's Swift, noted only at Missoula, was last 
seen on Aug. 24. Of special note was an adult male 
Rufous Hummingbird on Aug 28 at Turnbull. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Walker reported the usual 
light migration of Yellow-shafted Flickers in September 
around Great Falls. Lewis's Woodpecker was last seen 
at Missoula, Aug. 22 (early) and at Spokane, Aug. 31. 
Spokane still had a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker on Oct. 13 
(TDB), a rather late date. The last observation of the 
Eastern Kingbird was of one bird on Sept. 7 at Libby. 
A Traill's Flycatcher collected at Palouse, Wash., Sept. 
9, was an unusually late bird. Missoula recorded its last 
Western Wood Pewee, Aug. 30 and Libby, Aug. 31. 
 
Swallows.—A few Violet-green Swallows lingered at 
Libby until Aug. 24, a late date. Tree Swallows had left 
Missoula and Libby by mid-August. A few Bank 
Swallows persisted at Reardan Lake until at least Sept. 
23. Barn Swallows, as usual, were the latest swallows. 
Two were seen along the Little Spokane River on Oct. 
6 (M. Haggin). Cliff Swallows were at Lewiston on 
Sept. 22 (TDB). 
 
Jays and Nuthatches.—At Bozeman the Gray Jay had 
already come down from the mountains to feeders in 
town in spite of the fine weather. Earl and Lola Hiett 
report Steller's Jay appearing near St. Ignatius on Oct. 
13 and continuing in larger numbers than they have 
ever seen before; one flock contained 15 birds. The 
Hietts also had a late record of an Am. Crow on Nov. 
28. Red-breasted Nuthatches seemed very scarce at 
both Libby and Missoula, but appeared to be as usual at 
Spokane. 
 
Creepers, Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes.—Great Falls had a 
flock of about 15 Brown Creepers during November. 
Dippers appeared at Greenough Park, Missoula, Sept. 
10. The House Wren was still noted at Lewiston on 
Oct. 8 (TDB) and 2 Long-billed Marsh Wrens lingered 
at Turnbull, Oct. 21 (SOS). Last dates for the Catbird 
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were: Libby and Missoula, Sept 15, and Moscow, Sept. 
26. The Am. Robin, as usual, had mostly migrated 
before November. However, Hand saw about 50 at 
Missoula, Dec. 2. An early Varied Thrush appeared at 
Spokane, Oct. 31. A Hermit Thrush was still at 
Bozeman on Nov. 5. Burleigh collected a Western and 
a Mountain Bluebird at Genesee, Idaho, on the late 
date of Nov 21. Hand reported the Mountain Bluebird 
as extremely scarce at Missoula. They seemed scarce at 
Libby also, but in eastern Washington several hundred 
migrating birds were seen near Cheney, Oct. 29 (MH). 
Davis reported several on Aug. 15 in his area and 
Walker noted a flock of 15, Sept. 28, in the Link Belts. 
Further observations on the status of this species 
should be valuable. A few Townsend's Solitaires had 
already come into the city at Missoula and Spokane and 
one was making its winter residence with the Hietts 
near St. Ignatius. 
 
Kinglets, Pipits and Waxwings.—The Ruby crowned 
Kinglet was still present at Moscow, Nov. 8 (TDB). 
Water Pipits appeared first at Libby, Aug. 31, and were 
seen as late as Nov. 1 at Missoula. They were at 
Lewiston, Nov. 11 (TDB). Bohemian Waxwings 
appeared to be early in some places. At Libby about 
100 had arrived by Oct. 27 (early). Moscow had 20 on 
Oct. 25 (TDB). Lack of Mountain Ash fruit may have 
caused the bulk of the birds to pass through Libby, for 
only small flocks (about 75 in one flock in early 
December) remained, while Missoula had at least 1,000 
at the end of November. The birds had not yet arrived 
in large numbers at Spokane. Cedar Waxwings seemed 
scarce at Missoula and Libby. At the latter place, none 
were recorded after  
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the very early date of Oct. 4. In the Little Belts a flock 
of 13 still remained, Nov. 24. 
 
Shrikes, Starlings and Vireos.—A few Gray Shrikes were 
reported: 1 in Great Falls, Nov. 30; 2 at Turnbull, Oct. 
21 and 1 at Reardan, Wash., Nov. 22 (SOS); 1 at 
Hauser, Idaho, Oct. 16 (TDB), and 1, probably this 
species, at Libby, Dec. 8. The Common Starling 
continued as common to abundant. The Solitary Vireo 
was not recorded a single time for the period. A 
Warbling Vireo was still at Moscow on Sept. 30 (TDB). 
 
Warblers.—The Orange-crowned Warbler was last seen 
on Aug. 15 at Missoula and on Oct. 13 at Spokane 
(TDB). No Nashville Warblers were recorded. A single 
Yellow Warbler at Libby, Sept. 6, was a new late date 
for Rogers. A Myrtle Warbler was collected, Oct. 7, at 
Potlatch, Idaho (TDB). Audubon's departed on 
schedule. Verner noted migrant Townsend's Warblers 
at Turnbull, Aug. 28; they were noted nowhere else. An 

injured Oven-bird was picked up in the business 
section of Spokane, Nov. 14, and constitutes the first 
record for Spokane (Buchecker). The latest Northern 
Water-thrush record was of one at Libby, Aug. 14. As 
usual, Macgillivray's was not noted in western Montana 
after the last of August, but Sept. 27 was the last date 
for both Spokane (SOS) and Moscow (TDB). The 
latest Common Yellowthroat record was Sept. 30 at 
Libby. Black-capped Warblers appeared at Libby, 
Moscow and Spokane. The latest Am. Redstart 
observation was Sept. 1 at Missoula. 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A Western 
Meadowlark still lingered near St. Ignatius on Nov. 27. 
At Great Falls they were massing for migration on Oct. 
6 and all left during the month. The last Yellow-headed 
Blackbird was noted at Great Falls, Oct. 6, at the time 
when the Red-wings were flocking for migration there. 
A rather late date for Brewer's Blackbirds in the 
Bozeman area was a flock of several on Nov. 4. A 
Rusty Blackbird, Sept. 28, at Great Falls, was Walker's 
second record there. A Brown-headed Cowbird was 
noted at Libby on Sept. 1 (rather late). Hand noted his 
last Western Tanager on Sept. 1 (early) but the species 
was still at Libby on Sept. 15, a new late record for 
Rogers. 
 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were noted 
migrating only at Libby, a few between Aug. 5 and 24. 
A Lazuli Bunting was banded at Libby, Aug. 30, also a 
new late date. Evening Grosbeaks appeared at Great 
Falls, Libby, Missoula and Spokane. Cassin's Finch was 
noted up to Oct. 6 at Libby, again a new late date. A 
few Pine Grosbeaks had appeared there, the first on 
Nov. 18. Walker had the treat of seeing a flock of 
about 1,000 Gray-crowned Rosy Finches on the plains 
west of Great Falls during the late October cold spell. 
Common Redpolls had appeared only at Spokane 
(early) and Libby. No Pine Siskin records for 
November appeared, in spite of rather mild weather. 
Red Crossbills continued to be scarce or absent in most 
areas. Hand had not noted the species since June 23, 
1955! Crossbills of undetermined species were noted 
around Superior, Mont. during the period, however 
(Richard L. Carter). 
 
Sparrows.—Migrating Savannah Sparrows appeared, 
Aug. 25, at Missoula and reached peak numbers in mid-
September. The last record was Oct. 17 at Hauser, 
Idaho (TDB). The Grasshopper Sparrow was noted 
there on Aug. 18 (TDB) and appeared at Turnbull, 
Aug. 20. A few Slate-colored Juncos moved through 
Great Falls; 2 appeared at Missoula; and 2 at Spokane. 
Oregon Juncos seemed to move out of Libby about the 
time they were appearing at Spokane. The 88 birds 
banded in Libby this year may give some clue as to 
whether they migrate in the direction of Spokane. The 
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species occurred at Great Falls in September and 
October. Hand reported that what appeared to be 
(Pink-sided) Oregon Juncos appeared at Missoula, as 
they do every fall. Am. Tree Sparrows appeared in 
good numbers, Nov. 10, near Great Falls, but appeared 
at Missoula and Lewiston (TDB) in late October. The 
Chipping Sparrow was still noted at Spokane on Oct. 9 
(TDB). A few Brewer's Sparrows were noted at 
Missoula in August; 1 at Libby, Sept. 1; and they had 
reached Wawawai, Wash., on the Snake River, Sept. 23 
(Verner). Hand positively identified an immature 
Harris's Sparrow at close range near Missoula, Nov. 
1. White-crowns were migrating as usual from late 
August until mid-October. Golden-crowned Sparrows 
were observed at Potlatch, Idaho, Sept. 16 and Oct. 1 
(TDB). An average White-throated Sparrow migration 
was noted in late September at Great Falls. A single 
bird was noted at St. Ignatius, Mont., Sept. 8. 
Burleigh noted the Fox Sparrow at Moscow, Sept. 17. 
Migrant Lincoln's Sparrows were seen from Aug. 28 
(Libby and Turnbull) to October, with a late record of 
Oct. 31 at Missoula. Song Sparrows seemed to migrate 
out of Missoula in early October but others appeared 
later in the month to take their place. A Lapland 
Long-spur was positively identified at Missoula, Oct. 
7, and a few were heard or seen until Oct. 28. The only 
Snow Bunting recorded was a single individual flying 
low over Libby in the fog on Nov. 22.—THOMAS 
ROGERS, Libby, Mont. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1956 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The migration in this 
Region seems to have been routine until a very early 
extreme cold wave hit the northern half of the Region 
speeding birds south. This cold wave affected the 
Region from the Klamath Basin to eastern Wyoming, a 
distance of 1,000 miles. In mid-November it almost 
completely froze the Klamath Basin and Bear River 
Marshes  
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and dropped the temperature to -18° in Jackson Hole 
on Nov. 19. However, the cold did not penetrate to 
southern Utah or through the Rockies to Southern 
Colorado where the storms systems do not operate in 
conjunction with the northern half of the Region. We 
are very fortunate in having Leroy Giles' figures of the 
Great Klamath Basin in central Southern Oregon and 
those of William Reid for Bear River Marshes at the 
north end of Great Salt Lake. Both are government 
biologists. 

 
The effect of the freeze at Klamath was interesting in 
that it sent Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, and Shovellers 
south, but increased Pintails, Mallards, and Snow 
Geese. The large volume of waterfowl kept some water 
open and concentrated the birds. The figures from 
Klamath illustrate the immensity of waterfowl 
migration in the Klamath Basin. Tremendous flocks of 
geese may be seen going out to glean in the fields. 
These flocks are mixed and can contain and often do 
contain up to 5 varieties of geese. It can be said that the 
birder who hasn't seen Klamath in migration hasn't 
lived yet. 
 
Grebes.—The Horned Grebe turned up in numbers in 
fall migration for the first time in Utah; there were over 
100 not far from Salt Lake City on Oct. 29 (Lockerbie). 
Charles Lockerbie is more experienced than any of us 
and he says this is the first time he has ever seen more 
than a few scattered individuals through the years in the 
fall. 
 
Swans.—In spite of what appeared to be a poor 
breeding season for the Trumpeter Swan in Jackson 
Hole. Ernest Greenwalt reports a new high of 58 birds 
present on Nov. 5 in Flat Creek at the town of Jackson 
beside the highway. Mr. Greenwalt is the new National 
Elk Refuge manager at Jackson and definitely the man 
to see in the area. It is perhaps too early to report the 
migrant Whistling Swan. There were 10,000 at Bear 
River on Nov. 27, less than half of last year's 
concentration, but a high percentage of them were 
cygnets. At Klamath this swan was just coming in and 
had built up to 2,900 by the end of our fall report. 
 
Geese.—The duck and goose migration appeared better 
than usual at both Klamath Basin and Bear River 
Marshes. Klamath reports a high of 207,000 (Cackling) 
Canada Geese on Oct. 31 which is a new high; 341,000 
White-fronted Geese on Oct. 22, which is unchanged 
from last year. The Snow Goose top came on Nov. 29 
with 108,000 but the bird went through in waves so 
there was not the customary build-up. The high for 
Ross's Goose was 3,500 on Nov. 20, which seems to 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

31 
	  

the editor an astoundingly high figure for such a rare 
bird; at least it used to be rare. At Great Salt Lake a 
Ross's Goose was reported by Lockerbie this fall, 
which is about par for the course there. 
 
Ducks.—A comparison of duck figures from Klamath 
and Bear River follows. Mallard, 136,000, on Sept. 13 at 
Klamath is very much down from previous years; Bear 
River, 36,000, with a peak on Aug. 21; Gadwall, 49,200, 
Sept. 20, at Klamath and 25,000 at Bear River on Sept. 
18; Pintail, 3,362,000 at Klamath on Oct. 16, down 
from last year's 4,300,000; while Bear River had 
390,000 on Sept. 18, which is high. Green-winged Teal 
top at Klamath was 26,200, Oct. 9, while Bear River 
had 230,000 on Sept. 18, almost the only category 
where Bear River heavily outnumbers Klamath in the 
duck group. There were 26,700 Cinnamon Teal on 
Aug. 21 at Klamath; 25,000 at Bear River, Sept. 18; 
Am. Widgeon, 235,000 on Oct. 9 at Klamath with 
92,000 on Oct. 2 at Bear River; Shoveller, 99,400 on 
Sept. 20 at Klamath on Lower Klamath and Tule Lake. 
On the Upper Lake there were about 100,000, Nov. 7, 
where conditions provide excellent feeding for the 
species. The Upper Lake has only Shoveller and Lesser 
Scaup in big numbers. Bear River had 85,000 Shoveller 
on Sept. 18; Redhead, 33,630 on Aug. 21 at Klamath; 
37,999, Oct. 9, at Bear River; Ring-necked Duck, 3,600 
at Klamath on Nov. 7 which is their highest count on 
record; not reported from Bear River; Canvas-back, 
41,000 on Nov. 7 at Klamath and 55,000 at Bear River 
on Oct. 20. Lesser Scaup, 15,500, at Klamath, Nov. 7 
(Upper Lake not included where there were 
undoubtedly more) while the Bear River top was only 
700 on Nov. 13. Bufflehead, 12,700, on Nov. 7 at 
Klamath while a top of 50 was recorded at Bear River, 
Nov. 3; Ruddy Duck, 74,700, on Oct. 16 at Klamath 
with 48,000, Oct. 20, at Bear River. Rarities reported at 
Klamath were 4 Wood Ducks on Clear Lake on Nov. 
20 and a Hooded Merganser, Nov. 12. Twelve Wood 
Ducks were seen at Nampa in southwestern Idaho on 
Oct. 16 (Shaw). The Wood Duck is rare but scattered 
reports have come from all over the West in the past. 
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge in southern 
Colorado continues to grow and now amounts to 8,000 
acres and will be bigger. Their water comes from 
artesian wells. The Mallard uses this refuge more than 
any other duck and by the end of this period had built 
up to 25,000, according to Charles Bryant, the manager. 
The weather being milder, numbers of birds will winter 
there. 
 
Hawks.—Western Colorado around Hotchkiss had 
more mice than usual and hence more hawks. 
Elsewhere it is the same old dismal story—always 
fewer and fewer. 
 

Upland Gamebirds.—White-tailed Ptarmigan were seen 
in numbers (70) on the A. O. U. trip to Summit Lake 
and Mt. Evans west of Denver on Sept. 8 (Thatcher). 
Edith Carman reports Scaled Quail showed up near 
Grand Junction in northwestern Colorado for the first 
time, Nov. 10. Klamath Basin Refuges report an 
estimate of 20,000 Ring-necked Pheasants by Sept. 1 
(Giles) for a remarkable density. 
 
Cranes.—The high for Sandhill Crane came about Oct. 
21 at Monte Vista in southern Colorado, with a count 
of 900 (Bryant). 
 
Shorebirds.—Charles Laun of the University of 
Wyoming staff at Laramie after extensive search during 
this summer found 10 pairs of Mountain Plover on the 
Laramie Plains. We believe the bird was formerly much 
more common there. A group 11 Mountain Plover was 
found in the middle of the Green River Basin in 
western Wyoming, Sept 1  
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(OKS), which is the most recorded together in this area 
in some years. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was found 
near Casper in central Wyoming on Sept. 16 by Scott. 
This is the first record for the state.  
 
Road-runner.—A Road-runner was reported several 
times at Idaho Springs high in the mountains west of 
Denver and was even photographed (Ellis and 
Thatcher). Apparently this is just one of those things, 
since it is over 100 miles to the nearest place it has been 
previously reported. 
 
Goatsuckers.—Mildred Synder reported a dead Poor-will 
on the highway southeast of Cheyenne in southeastern 
Wyoming, Sept. 21. 
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews with her fabulous 
hummingbirds on the mesa of western Colorado at 
Hotchkiss reports more than usual of the Black-
chinned, Rufus, and Broad-tailed but only for a few 
days did she feed 1½ pints of syrup. They were mostly 
gone by Sept. 21.  
 
Jays through Bushtits.—Jean Pinkley reports there was a 
good crop of Piñon nuts at Mesa Verde National Park 
in southwestern Colorado, with resulting big 
concentrations of birds. Particularly numerous were 
Common Ravens, three species of nuthatches, and 3 
species of jays—Steller's, Scrub, and Gray. The last 
were a new record for the Park. Bushtits were reported 
at the end of November at Grand Junction in 
northwestern Colorado. 
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Waxwings.—Early reports of Bohemian Waxwings 
came from Don Hunter at Victor in eastern Idaho on 
Nov. 25. 
 
Thrushes through Grosbeaks.—Oppie Reames, reporting 
from the southern half of this Region at Durango in 
southwestern Colorado, found the last major move of 
migrants was over by Oct. 22 when the drought of the 
Southwest was broken by rain and a snowstorm. On 
Oct. 20 she had the Olive-backed Thrush, Townsend's 
Warbler, and Black-headed Grosbeaks among 25 
species seen; and on next day only winter residents up 
to the number of 14 species were found. The western 
Dickcissel invasion continued through to this quarter. 
An immature female flew into a garage in mountainous 
western Colorado on Sept. 18 and promptly became a 
specimen at Western State College collection under the 
direction of Sydney Hyde. This would be the first 
record of the bird for that region. Another bird was 
reported there on Oct. 24. A good crop of juniper 
berries brought Evening Grosbeaks in great numbers 
to Mesa Verde National Park (Pinkley). Reames had 
them in large flocks in nearby Durango up to Sept. 30. 
For some reason the Evening Grosbeak seems to be 
more common in this part of the west than any other. 
 
Sparrows.—The Fox Sparrow seems to be one of the 
rare birds of the Rockies. Hyde had his first at 
Gunnison in western Colorado, Sept. 29. At Malheur in 
eastern Oregon, Robert Pyle of Seattle reports that he 
believes to have been a McCown's Longspur, Nov. 
24. As far as we know this is the first state record—
DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, 
Wyo. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1956 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—August 
was dry and sunny. September was cooler and wetter 
than usual, with much cloud cover. The first part of 
October was very sunny and warm; after the thirteenth 
there was measurable precipitation on all days but one 
and temperatures were considerably below normal. 
November was very dry, with no rain after the 
eighteenth; there were many mild days and much night 
and morning fog. There were few weather fronts. Fall 
migration appeared normal, with only a few 
irregularities. Ducks were up, but dry conditions kept 
them concentrated in areas where they were not 
accessible to hunting. The fall flight of "crown" 
sparrows and Fox Sparrows failed to materialize, and 
good weather may have kept them in the high country 
on their trip south.  
 

Loons through Herons.—Numerous loons (sp.) were seen 
offshore along Copalis Beach north of Grays Harbor, 
Sept. 8-9. Two Arctic Loons in breeding plumage were 

              
noted near Kingston, Sept. 30, and all species were in 
usual numbers off the ocean beaches south of Grays 
Harbor, Nov. 11 (Robert Pyle). Grebes began arriving 
in the lower Sound early in September. First Red-
necked were noted on the Sound north of Edmonds, 
Sept. 1; were still scarce, Oct. 21, but appeared 
somewhat more numerous than usual at Seattle, Nov. 
4. First Horned Grebes were recorded near the ocean 
beaches, Sept. 8-9, and were in usual numbers by-Oct. 
21 in Seattle. Eared Grebes were first seen at LaPush, 
Sept. 10 (RP) and at Seward Park, Seattle, Oct. 21. 
Western Grebes quickly built up to normal numbers, 
1,230± Victoria, Sept. 15, 100± at Harper, Sept. 16. 
Sooty Shearwaters were passing the Copalis Beach area 
at a rate of about 18,000 per hour for several hours on 
both Sept. 8 and 9; large numbers were seen off Port 
Townsend on Sept. 10 and hundreds between Port 
Angeles and Victoria on Sept. 11. One unusual phase 
of this spring and summer season was the lack of 
cormorants of any species in the lower Sound. Double-
crested and Pelagic were first noted on Nov. 4 off 
Lincoln Park, Seattle (Seattle Audubon Society). Green 
Herons apparently continue to increase: they were 
recorded around Lake Washington, Sept. 16 and 17, 
and Oct. 3 and 10 (Walter Hagenstein). 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Canada Geese were reported as 
migrating through the Seattle area on Sept. 8-9. An 
excellent offshore migration of White-fronted Geese 
was observed at Copalis Beach on Sept. 8-9. Banding 
studies by the State Game Department in Washington 
indicate that the early fall migration of geese and pond 
ducks that occurs along the ocean coast consists of 
birds bound for farther south, while the birds which 
come into the Puget Sound lowlands somewhat later 
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are entering winter quarters and go no farther. The 
Snow Goose population on the Stanwood Flats was 
observed to be about 11,000 birds, which is about one-
third of normal. The ratio of young to adults, however, 
was about 1:2, the highest observed in recent years. 
Pond ducks were above normal, but lack of rainfall, 
which floods lowlands and enables these birds to 
scatter and utilize such areas for feeding, kept them 
concentrated and hunters did not get their usual 
number. Gadwalls were first noted near Seattle, Oct. 
28; Pintails were seen at Port Townsend, Sept. 1, and at 
Copalis, Sept. 8-9, where some were noted in 
formations of White-fronted Geese. Green-winged 
Teal were noted at Copalis, Sept. 9, and east of Lake 
Washington, Oct. 7. Am. Widgeon were first noted at 
Port Townsend, Sept. 1, and appeared to be in normal 
numbers about Seattle by Oct. 21. Shovellers were 
present with other species at Port Townsend, Sept. 1, 
and also at Copalis. Ring-necked Ducks were first 
noted at Seattle, Sept. 22 (WH). Canvas-backs appeared 
east of Lake Washington, Sept. 30. Buffleheads, always 
late migrants, were first recorded at Green Lake, Oct. 
21, and east of Lake Washington, Oct. 26. Am. 
Golden-eyes were first seen at Seattle, Oct. 28. Am. 
Mergansers were first recorded about the river mouth 
along Hood Canal on Sept. 3 (RP). 
 
Hawks, Shorebirds.—The only hawk record of note was 
a Rough-legged seen by Robert Pyle near Willapa Bay, 
Nov. 11. The shorebird migration appeared to have 
been good; at least we have more material on 
shorebirds than any other group. the following species 
were noted during the ocean trip on Sept. 8-9 at 
Copalis: Ringed Plover, about 20-30; Black-bellied 
Plover, about 30; Black Turnstone, about two dozen; 
Hudsonian Whimbrel, several; Spotted Sandpiper, 1; 
Wandering Tattler, 1; Greater Yellow-legs, numerous; 
Lesser Yellow-legs, 2-3 dozen; Baird's Sandpiper, at 
least 2 dozen; Least Sandpiper, perhaps 100 or more; 
Red-backed Sandpiper, 2 (early); dowitcher, 8-10; 
Western Sandpiper, hundreds; Sanderling, hundreds. 
Surf birds were recorded from Victoria, Sept. 12 (3) 
and off the northern beach of the Olympic Peninsula 
near Kalaloch Frank Richardson), Sept. 13; and 2 on 
the Westport jetty at Grays Harbor, Nov. 10 (RP). 
Spotted Sandpipers appeared more numerous than 
usual in the Seattle area (2 at Green Lake, Sept. 15; 5 at 
Harper, Sept. 16). Greater Yellow-legs were last 
reported from Seattle, Sept. 22 (WH) and one was seen 
along the ocean beaches below Cape Flattery, Oct. 7 
(Robert and Elsie Boggs). A flock of 15-20 Pectoral 
Sandpipers was seen at Comox, Sept. 15 (RP). The 
unusual number of Baird's Sandpipers noted this fall 
may indicate an increase in this usually uncommon 
species, at least on this flyway. Least Sandpipers were 
last seen near Seattle, Sept. 19. A flock of 22 Marbled 
Godwits was noted on the Palix River near Willapa 

Bay, Nov. 11 (RP). Northern Phalaropes were recorded 
on the Sound west of Edmonds on Sept. 30 (S. A. S.). 
 
Jaegers through Alcids.—Parasitic Jaegers were numerous 
on the lower Sound during September, and were 
recorded both Sept. 16 and Sept. 30, pursuing 
Common Terns. Herring Gulls were first recorded at 
Copalis, Sept. 8-9, where 5 or 6 were seen, all  
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probably smithsonianus. At Green Lake, Nov. 18, 2 
Herring Gulls (an American and a Thayer's) were 
sitting close together on the float and were examined 
with a 30X telescope as they preened their plumage 
(Zella M. Schultz). California Gulls were abundant on 
Oct. 21, but by Nov. 18 many had gone. Juvenile Ring-
billed Gulls were seen about Grays Harbor, Sept. 8-9, 
but adults had not yet returned to Green Lake, Seattle, 
by that date. Short-billed Gulls were first reported at 
Port Townsend, Sept. 1. Bonaparte's Gulls first 
returned to the Region with a report from Friday 
Harbor, San Juan Island, of 325 on July 19 (RP). An 
adult Sabine's Gull in winter plumage was collected off 
Port Townsend on Sept. 8. Common Terns were noted 
in several places from Vancouver, British Columbia, to 
Hood Canal, Blaine and Harper, during September. 
The last was a single bird at Government Locks, 
Seattle, on Oct. 21. Alcids were numerous during the 
fall season, the most noticeable being the abundance of 
Ancient Murrelets in the lower Sound. At least 12 were 
off Lincoln Park Beach, Seattle, Nov. 4, and 300± were 
reported by Garrett Eddy in the channel west of Seattle 
on Nov. 24. 
 
Pigeons, Owls, Goatsuckers.—Mourning Doves continue 
to increase in western Washington. They were recorded 
until Oct. 26 east of Lake Washington. Band-tailed 
Pigeons were reported as leaving one feeding area 
about the end of September (GE) and the number 
apparently remaining to winter east of Lake 
Washington was much below normal. The severe 
winter of 1955-56 did much damage to the Madroña 
trees and they failed to produce their usual crop of 
fruit, which is the main food item of the wintering 
Band-tailed Pigeons, Am. Robins, Varied Thrushes and 
Cedar Waxwings. It is to be expected that this food 
shortage may be responsible for the decline in 
wintering populations of these species. One Short-
eared Owl was seen at Newport, Oct. 14. The last 
Common Nighthawks, which had been below normal 
in numbers during the summer in Seattle, were 
recorded on the early morning of Sept. 8. 
 
Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—Vaux's Swifts were 
last reported east of Lake Washington, Sept. 30, and a 
small flock was also seen at Harper, Sept. 30. The last 
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recorded Rufous Hummingbirds were from Hurricane 
Ridge in the Olympic Mountains, Sept. 2 (RP), and 
from Copalis, Sept. 8. Three records of (Boreal) 
Yellow-shafted Flickers were reported, one seen, Sept. 
30, and two injured birds, one in Seattle, Oct. 20, and 
one at Medina in November. Lewis's Woodpeckers 
were last seen there, Oct. 21. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Ash-throated Flycatcher 
was identified at West Seattle on Nov. 24 by Elizabeth 
Curtis and Walter Hagenstein. There is only one 
previous record of this species west of the Cascade 
Mountains in Washington, although 2 were taken in 
mist nets in Vancouver, B. C. by Wm. Hughes in 1955. 
The last Traill's Flycatcher was reported at Seattle, Sept. 
3 (R. & E. Boggs). Western Flycatchers were last 
recorded at Victoria, Sept. 12, and near Duncan, 
Vancouver Island, Sept. 14 (RP). Violet-green Swallows 
were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 50; Tree Swallows, Sept. 
27. Barn Swallows were last reported east of Lake 
Washington, Sept. 30; Mrs. Kline at Blaine reported 5 
seen on the unprecedented date of Nov. 4! Cliff 
Swallows were last seen near Port Townsend, Sept. 1, 
and Bellevue, east of Lake Washington, Sept. 11. Purple 
Martins were recorded in south Seattle until Sept. 2, 
near Bellevue until Sept. 18. 
 
Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—House Wrens were last seen 
at Duncan, Vancouver Island, on Sept. 14 (RP) and on 
the ocean beaches below Cape Flattery, Oct. 7 (RB, 
EB). Winter Wrens were not found in at least two areas 
where they are regularly noted by Sept. 30. Am. Robins 
were very abundant during the fall season, but their 
numbers as winter approached became lower than 
usual, perhaps due to the poor crop of Madroña fruit. 
Varied Thrushes were first recorded for Seattle, Oct. 
16, but had not appeared in normal numbers by the 
end of the period. One Hermit Thrush was found at 
Hurricane Hill, near Hurricane Ridge, Sept. 3, and an 
injured bird of the race nanus was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher, Oct. 2. The last Olive-backed Thrush was 
seen in south Seattle, Sept. 22. Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were seen with Golden-crowns at Hurricane Hill, Sept. 
3 (RP). 
 
Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—First Water Pipits 
were at Duncan, V. I., Sept. 14 (20-30); near Parksville, 
V. I., Sept. 15; one at Pt. Roberts, Sept 17; and were 
recorded east of Lake Washington from Sept. 18 
through October 3. Cedar Waxwings were present in 
hundreds at Harper, Sept. 16, and at Lincoln Park, 
Nov. 4. The Common Starling continues its increase in 
western Washington; a flock of 175 from South Bend, 
Willapa Bay, Nov. 11; several reports of various 
numbers from the Seattle area; a flock of over 100 
immature birds from Blaine (LHK). Solitary Vireos 
were last recorded from Duncan, V. I., Sept. 14; one 

was singing north of Seattle, Sept. 19. There was one 
record of the Warbling Vireo, Victoria, Sept. 12. 
 
Warblers, Blackbirds.—Orange-crowned Warblers were 
last seen at Duncan, V. I. Sept. 14; and Seattle, Sept. 22; 
Yellow Warblers, Duncan, V. I. Sept. 14; Harper, Sept. 
16; south Seattle, Sept. 17; Black-throated Gray, south 
Seattle, Sept. 24 and Kingston, Sept. 30; Common 
Yellowthroats, Newport, Sept. 11, and Duncan, V. I. 
Sept. 14; Black-capped Warblers, south Seattle, Sept. 2; 
Copalis, Sept. 8; Victoria, Sept. 12. The Brown-headed 
Cowbird continues to spread in western Washington; 
Mrs. Kline at Blaine reported a flock of about 10 young 
at her place from Aug. 16-30. 
 
Tanagers, Finches.—Western Tanagers were last reported 
from Bellevue, Sept. 8. No Evening Grosbeaks were 
reported. House Finches apparently have reached the 
Canadian border. In 1927 they were unknown west of 
the Cascades, except in extreme southern Oregon. 
Shortly thereafter they were reported as being 
established in Victoria, but there were no records from 
the intervening country, and it was thought that the 
colony in Victoria, which has a drier climate than 
western Washington, might be an offshoot from the 
race that occupies eastern  
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Washington. The species has gradually spread north 
through western Oregon and Washington, and has 
probably by now joined forces with the Vancouver 
Island birds. It is unfortunate that no subspecies 
determination has ever been made on these birds, as it 
is an interesting situation. Pine Grosbeaks were 
reported near sea level at Cape Flattery (RB, EB). 
Savannah Sparrows of the northern races were passing 
through western Washington during September 
(Copalis, Sept. 8-9; Bellevue, Sept. 13-20; Harper, Sept. 
16); and were last recorded at Cape Flattery, Oct. 7. 
Slate-colored Juncos were reported at Blaine, one a 
banded bird, presumably the same one banded in 1954 
and retaken in 1955 (LHK). Oregon Juncos have been 
extremely abundant in some areas; Mrs. Kline reported 
banding 219 since mid-March. Ransom, however, at 
Bellevue, complained that they were scarce. The only 
Chipping Sparrow reported was a bird still at Blaine at 
the end of the period. Puget Sound White-crowned 
Sparrows were last reported in south Seattle, Sept. 30. 
The "crown" sparrow migration was poor, with no 
White-crowns (Gambel's) being seen, and Golden-
crowns being extremely scarce. Ransom had seen but 
one to the end of the period. Two immatures were 
recorded at Cape Flattery, Oct. 7. Fox Sparrows were 
not recorded by any observer up to the end of the 
period. Perhaps the excellent fall weather allowed these 
birds to migrate a higher elevations and not be 
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recorded in the lowlands.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1956-57 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—West of the Continental Divide in the 
Region the first part of the winter was characterized by 
mild temperatures and little or no snow cover in the 
valleys. Mid-January brought the first sub-zero readings 
to Missoula and Libby, Mont., at which places below-
zero temperatures were commonplace the remainder of 
the month. Minima of –33° and –31° on Jan. 26 and 27 
were all-time records for Missoula. Snow began piling 
up in January and persisted through mid-February or 
later. At Libby the snow cover disappeared from the 
valley earlier than usual, being practically gone by mid-
March. No reports other than Christmas Counts were 
available from east of the Divide in the Region. Hand 
remarked that at Missoula it was a poor winter for 
birds, with fewer species than usual, although the total 
number of individuals was probably well above 
average. Verner, conversely, noted a lack of large 
numbers in the Moscow, Idaho and Pullman, Wash. 
area, though most species normally present were there. 
The same appeared to be true for the Libby, Mont. 
area. Unless otherwise noted, observations at Missoula 
are by Ralph L. Hand; St. Ignatius, Mont., Earl and 
Lola Hiett; Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho and Pullman, 
Wash., Jared Verner; Spokane, Wash., Spokane Bird 
Club fide S. O. Stanley, and Libby, Mont., the editor. 
Records from other localities are from the Christmas 
Count. 
 
Grebes and Herons.—The only winter records for the 
Red-necked Grebe for several years were obtained on 
the Spokane River near Spokane, Nov. 19 and Dec. 4 
(LaFave). Single Horned and Eared Grebes showed up 
on the Christmas Counts at Great Falls, Mont. and 
Lewiston, Idaho. The latter locality produced 2 
Western Grebes on the same count. Great Blue Herons 
wintered at Spokane, St. Ignatius, Mont., Baker, Oreg., 
and Lewiston. 
 
Waterfowl.—A few Canada Geese wintered on the Little 
Spokane River. Mallards appeared to winter in smaller 
numbers than usual. This apparently was not because 
of any decrease in the general Mallard population, for 
the annual waterfowl count made jointly by the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and Washington state game 
department at the end of the hunting season gave a 
total more than 200,000 greater for all waterfowl than 
for the previous year. Of the 757,324 waterfowl 
counted, 433,000 were listed as Mallards (Spokane 
Chronicle, Feb. 27, 1957). Other species of wintering 
ducks were mainly in eastern Washington and northern 

Idaho. These included Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, 30 
Pintails at Lewiston and one at Great Falls on 
Christmas Counts, Green-winged Teal, Shoveller (2 at 
Spokane, Dec. 29), Redhead (a few at Spokane, 
Lewiston and Great Falls on Christmas Count), 
"hundreds" of Ring-necked Ducks at Spokane, 
Canvasback, Lesser Scaup, Am. Golden-eye, Barrow's 
Golden-eye, Bufflehead, Old-squaw (1 on Christmas 
Count at Great Falls) and a Ruddy Duck at Bozeman, 
Dec. 29. Of special interest is a White-winged Scoter 
found dead on March 9 in the Four Lakes area near 
Spokane "still frozen, evidently there some time" (Hall 
and LaFave). A pair of rare Red-breasted Mergansers 
was seen in January on the Little Spokane River (M. 
Haggin). 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—At least one Goshawk wintered in 
the Spokane area, where it was seen in January and 
February (Smedley, Nealy). Two were  
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noted at Baker, Oreg., as were 3 Marsh Hawks. Sharp-
shinned, Cooper's, Red-tailed and Rough-legged Hawks 
appeared to winter in about the usual numbers, mainly 
in eastern Washington and adjacent Idaho. Golden 
Eagles were noted at Sprague and Spokane, Wash. and 
Missoula. Up to 7 Bald Eagles at a time were seen in 
the Spokane area. LaFave found a Gyrfalcon at 
Sprague, Feb. 23, and he and Hall reported the Prairie 
Falcon at the same place in November. 
 
Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—At least one bird of the Region 
got its picture in the newspaper. It was an Am. Coot, 
found huddled near a radiator at the top of the stairs in 
the Missoula city hall! How it got there, nobody knows. 
A few other coots wintered outside as they should, at 
Spokane and Lewiston. A few Killdeer wintered at 
Spokane, Moscow, Idaho and Libby, Mont. and may 
have wintered at several other stations. Spokane yielded 
all of the gull records. Besides a few Ring-billed Gulls, 
small flocks of the Herring Gull wintered there. The 
latter numbered 180 in February (LaFave, Hall) and a 
Glaucous-winged Gull again appeared, Feb. 9, on the 
Spokane River at the same place as last year (LaFave). 
 
Doves and Owls.—Unusual winter records of Mourning 
Doves in the northern part of the Region were of single 
birds at Spokane in December and February (LaFave) 
and 2 at Libby, Dec. 27 and Feb. 27. Pygmy and 
Horned Owls were noted as usual, but the Long-eared 
Owl at Moscow in December and February was 
noteworthy (T. D. Burleigh) as were the records of the 
Short-eared at Reardan, Wash. in the same months 
(LaFave and Hall). 
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Woodpeckers and Larks.—Red-shafted Flickers, Hairy 
and Downy Woodpeckers appeared in about the usual 
numbers. Several pairs of Pileated Woodpeckers were 
resident in the Spokane area. Horned Larks were noted 
at Missoula and Spokane during much of the winter. 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers.—Gray Jays were 
observed at higher elevations in the Spokane area (Hall) 
and in the valley at Libby. Steller's Jay appeared almost 
abundantly in the vicinity of St. Ignatius. The Common 
Raven was noted mostly around Libby, but also 
appeared at Moscow and Missoula. A Clark's 
Nutcracker at Billings, Mont., Dec. 23, was an unusual 
record. The species seemed much less common in 
Spokane and Missoula during the winter. Billings again 
turned in unusual records of 4 Mountain Chickadees, 3 
Red-breasted Nuthatches and 2 Pygmy Nuthatches on 
the Christmas Count. Brown Creepers, though widely 
noted, seemed scarcer at Spokane and Libby. 
 
Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—A few Am. Dippers 
appeared at Spokane, Libby, Missoula, St. Ignatius and 
Bozeman. Four Long-billed Marsh Wrens were still at 
Reardan, Wash. on Jan. 1 (LaFave). These birds were 
also noted at Spokane and Lewiston on the Christmas 
Count. Two Cañon Wrens were seen on Spokane's 
Christmas Count. Wintering Am. Robins were noted at 
Missoula and Spokane, and a few in the Moscow–
Pullman area and at Libby. Varied Thrushes were 
unaccountably absent from Spokane during most of the 
winter. One was noted at Moscow, Dec. 23 (TDB). 
East of the Divide, Townsend's Solitaire seemed almost 
common, with the Christmas Counts showing 21 at 
Billings, 4 at Bozeman, 13 at Great Falls and 2 at 
Helena. A few were noted at Spokane, Missoula, and 
Baker, Oreg. Golden-crowned Kinglets appeared in 
smaller numbers than usual but one bird got as far east 
as Billings, Dec. 23. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet came 
regularly to a feeder in Spokane until Jan. 21, when the 
mercury dropped to –25° (V. Nealy, C. Smedley). 
Burleigh observed several of this species through Jan. 
19 at Hatwai Creek near Lewiston. 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Starling.—Bohemian Waxwings 
numbered into the thousands in Spokane, where they 
reached peak numbers in late December (early). At 
Missoula there were an estimated 3,000 to 5,000 at their 
peak in early January. Numbers at Libby were greatly 
decreased from last year; not over 300 were counted at 
any time. Wintering Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce. 
Hand identified 2 in a flock of Bohemians, Jan. 2, at 
Missoula. A few Gray Shrikes appeared at many 
localities. Starlings were reported from many stations, 
apparently wintering in small numbers. A huge flock 
reported at Sprague, Wash. in February probably was a 
migrant group. 
 

Warblers, Blackbirds.—The first part of the title of this 
paragraph could well be "Warbler" for the season 
produced a single individual, a Townsend's Warbler, 
collected by Burleigh at Hatwai Creek, Nov. 24, a 
remarkable record. Western Meadowlarks were 
wintering as usual at Lewiston and 14 of the birds were 
still at Billings, Dec. 23. Several flocks of the Red-
winged Blackbird were seen near St. Ignatius in late 
January and early February and apparently wintered 
there. The species also appeared at Billings, Lewiston 
and Rexburg, Idaho (200) late in December. Billings 
contributed another exceptional record of 10 Brewer's 
Blackbirds, Dec. 23. The only other record was of 5 at 
Rexburg, Dec. 31. 
 
Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks occurred at most of the 
reporting localities. At Missoula, Hand found them 
"common and widely distributed," mostly in flocks of 6 
to 30. At Spokane they were noted less frequently than 
usual, however. Cassin's Finch was described as very 
scarce during the winter at Spokane, and was not 
otherwise reported. A few House Finches were at 
Spokane and in the Moscow–Pullman area. Two were 
noted at Baker, Oreg., Dec. 30, on the Christmas 
Count. Pine Grosbeaks put in an appearance at a 
number of places, but in the largest numbers in western 
Montana (34 at Libby, Dec. 27). Gray-crowned Rosy 
Finches were noted at Billings, Great Falls and Moscow 
(TDB). Common Redpolls were conspicuously absent 
at Spokane and Missoula. This erratic species was noted 
only twice in the Moscow area (TDB) but Libby had 
them occasionally throughout the winter in flocks up to 
100. The usual small flocks of Pine Siskins spent the 
winter around Spokane but they were noted sparsely 
elsewhere: Billings had 76 on the Christmas Count and 
Moscow had one in a flock of about 200 Am. 
Goldfinches, Dec. 27. Am. Goldfinches also appeared 
at Baker, Rexburg and Spokane but not elsewhere, 
except for a vagrant flock of 15 at Missoula, March  
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10. Red Crossbills were plentiful around Moscow all 
winter (TDB) and put in an unexpected appearance at 
Billings, but elsewhere were scarce (Spokane) or totally 
unreported. A few Spotted Towhees appeared to 
winter at Moscow and Spaulding, Idaho (TDB). Several 
Slate-colored Juncos were at feeding stations in 
Spokane all winter, possibly more numerous than last 
year. They were also noted at Baker, Oreg., Moscow 
and Lewiston. Oregon Juncos seemed to winter mostly 
around Spokane, Missoula and Lewiston. Of interest 
was an Oregon Junco, banded the winter before, which 
again spent the winter with a companion at Libby. Am. 
Tree Sparrows appeared to be widely distributed. 
Billings led with 170 on the Christmas Count. About a 
dozen were noted at St. Ignatius, Feb. 4. White-
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crowned Sparrows were observed at Billings (6 on Dec. 
23), Moscow (1 on Jan. 21, by Burleigh), 59 at 
Lewiston, Dec. 30 and 6 (Gambel's) near Ewan, Wash., 
Dec. 28 (Hall). A single White-throated Sparrow turned 
up at Moscow, Nov. 30 (TDB). Song Sparrows 
appeared to winter at practically every station reporting. 
Hand reported a Lapland Longspur, March 9, at 
Missoula. He believes that these birds are more likely to 
be overlooked than to be actually rare. He suggests 
looking for them in large, flat, prairie-like areas with 
Horned Larks or Water Pipits. Snow Buntings put in an 
appearance only at Libby, where they are rare, and near 
Spokane (A. Rettig) and Edwall, Wash. (Hall and 
LaFave).—THOMAS ROGERS, 1306 Dakota Ave., 
Libby, Mont. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1956-57 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—It is with the greatest 
pleasure that this editor can include a report from 
Malheur in Eastern Oregon. This makes a full house of 
the great famous refuges in the Region: Klamath Basin, 
Malheur, and Bear River Marshes. Every birder who 
takes a. trip West should include these three. This 
report also covers Stillwater, a fine new improving 
refuge, in western Nevada. I am particularly indebted to 
the following four cooperative government biologists 
who have made a great deal of this report possible. 
They are Leroy Giles at Tulelake (Klamath), David 
Marshall at Malheur, Dale Sutherland at Stillwater, and 
William Reid at Bear River. Ken McLeod writes some 
political notes from Klamath Falls, and observes the 
news is singularly monotonous—the birds come and 
the birds go—but the land boomer remains with us still 
chiseling away at the Klamath–Tule National Wildlife 
Refuges. There is a move on foot via the Oregon 
legislature and Congress to allow homesteading on 
6,000 acres of the Lower Refuge which would, of 
course, destroy it. Another move would force 
homesteading in Tule Lake Refuge. The Audubon 
Conservation movement has a long way to go in the 
western states. However, there are signs of some 
progress. The Wyoming legislature recently took the 
Mourning Dove off the game-bird list and made it a 
protected songbird. In the Great Basin, which 
comprises the southeastern two-thirds of Oregon, 
Nevada, southern Idaho, and the western half of Utah, 
the spring migration gets under way in February with 
the waterfowl, and much of it is over by April 1. In the 
Central Rockies it is still winter by April 1 and this 
winter began in that area toward the end of March. The 
Great Basin is famous for its large spectacular 
waterfowl concentrations, while the Central Rockies 
area has virtually no waterfowl except in the San Luis 
Basin in southern Colorado. The weather this winter 

over most of the Region was cold at times but open, 
with very few storm systems coming in from the north. 
Therefore, it was extraordinarily dry. There were some 
good storms in November and early December but 
nothing after that until late March. Consequently, there 
were larger numbers of wintering birds in the Great 
Basin than usual. Spring migration was delayed. The 
weather made history in the Rockies of southwestern 
Colorado where Mrs. Crews, the hummingbird lady at 
Hotchkiss, reported 26 snows from November to 
April, unheard of previously. Farther south at Durango, 
Oppie Reames reported precipitation above normal 
with almost as much in the first 3 months of 1957 as in 
all 1956. In the nearby mountains record-breaking 
snows stalled trains and subsequent avalanches killed 
motorists. Neither observer recorded any unusual 
effect on birdlife, however. 
 
Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan is being spread out to 
some of its former range and there are now 18 
transplants from Red Rock Lakes, Montana, at 
Malheur. Ernest Greenwalt reported 32 Trumpeters 
wintering on the open waters of the National Elk 
Refuge at Jackson, Wyo. Last year there were 33. 
Previously these birds had steadily increased but last 
year they had a poor breeding season in the Jackson 
Hole–Grand Teton–Yellowstone area. These birds 
remain the easiest for the tourist to observe in America, 
being visible in the Refuge from the highway just north 
of the town of Jackson. The Whistling Swan is either 
up in numbers or the open winter encouraged it to stay 
in this Region the whole winter. The bird doesn't 
winter at Malheur in numbers but there were 9,000 
there on Dec. 2 and by March 26 5,800 had returned. 
At Klamath 6,600 wintered, the highest wintering 
figure on record, while farther south at Stillwater in 
Western Nevada, there were 12,700 on the winter 
inventory of Jan. 2 which is more than double the 
previous high figure. Bear River had another new high 
of 8,200 on Dec. 4. 
 
Geese.—There were 100,000 Snow Geese at Malheur  
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in the spring migration. Klamath's high for the period 
was 92,000 going south, Dec. 3, and they were still 
building up by April 1. Stillwater is less used by Snow 
Geese. The peak of the spring migration there was 
3,200 on March 4. Bear River is in a similar situation 
with a peak of 2,500 on March 19. There were 100 
Ross's Geese at Malheur, March 26. Leroy Giles 
reports, "most of the Ross's Geese migrate through the 
Klamath Basin from their wintering grounds at Merced 
in the San Joaquin valley of California. The high count 
for Klamath was 6,900 in early November, 1955. The 
Ross's Goose cannot be considered rare but its status is 
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precarious. The bird is not as wary as the Snow Goose 
and is, therefore, more vulnerable to hunting." Two 
Black Brant were shot on the Klamath River just below 
Klamath Falls on Dec. 11 (Russell Pengelly). This bird 
is rare inland. 
 
Ducks.—The most common duck in the Great Basin 
remains the Pintail, with 510,000 in the Klamath Basin, 
Dec. 3, the tail end of the fall migration. Spring 
migration peaks were 210,000 at Bear River, March 19; 
170,000 at Malheur, March 26; and 113,000, Feb. 19 at 
Klamath (a low figure). For those who like figures, 
duck concentrations follow in the order of Klamath, 
Malheur, and Bear River. All are peak concentrations: 
Mallard, 151,000 (Dec.), 20,000 (March), 14,500 
(March); Gadwall, 7,000 (Dec.), not reported, 18,000 
(March); Widgeon, 36,000 (Dec.), 20,000 (March), 
24,000 (March); Green-winged Teal, 5,500 (Dec.), not 
reported, 56,000 (March); Shoveller, 11,500 (Dec.), not 
reported, 4,000 (March); Redhead, 360 (Feb.), not 
reported, 63,000 (March); Canvas-back, 11,000 (Dec.), 
45,000 (March), 17,000 (March), Stillwater had 10,000 
in March which is better than double any previous 
concentration there; Lesser Scaup, 9,400 (March), not 
reported, 16,000 (March); Bufflehead, 1,650 (March), 
not reported, 450 (Feb.); Ruddy, 34,100 (March), not 
reported, 3,800 (March). The high count on Mallards 
goes to the group (Mrs. Shaw, et al.) who visited the 
Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho on the census, 
Jan. 1. They found 175,000. Some 25,000 Mallards 
wintered at Monte Vista Refuge in southern central 
Colorado (Bryant). This refuge is steadily growing and 
the diving duck population is starting to increase. At 
Monte Vista, although there were abnormally heavy 
snows in the nearby mountains, it was a generally mild 
winter in the valley and suitable for wintering 
waterfowl. Rare duck reports included 52 Hooded 
Mergansers wintering at Klamath. A Hooded 
Merganser also was found at Durango in southwestern 
Colorado, Dec. 26, on the Animas River (Oppie 
Reames)—the first record for that region. There was a 
Wood Duck at Malheur. 
 
Hawks.—Probably owing to the mild weather there was 
a good flight of eagles. Bear River reported a 
tremendous concentration with a high of 120 Bald and 
24 Golden Eagles on March 3 for a new high count. As 
one moves east to the central Wyoming flyway the 
percentage of Golden increases so that this species is in 
the majority but there are no great concentrating points 
such as wildlife refuges. There were 77 Bald Eagles 
reported from Klamath Refuge where the high record 
was 101 three years ago. There were only 8 Golden 
Eagles at Klamath. Monte Vista Refuge in south central 
Colorado had 8 Golden and 7 Bald Eagles almost all 
winter (Charles Bryant). There were 24 Red-tailed 
Hawks and 43 Rough-legged Hawks on Jan. 30 at 

Klamath, a new high concentration for these species. 
Monte Vista had 2 Peregrine Falcons through February 
and March. Another was reported by Laun at Laramie 
in southeastern Wyoming. 
 
Grouse, Turkeys.—Ernest Greenwalt at the National Elk 
Refuge in Jackson, Wyo. had 3 Ruffed Grouse feeding 
at his kitchen door. Nine Turkeys were found at Sybille 
Canyon in the Laramie Mountains in eastern Wyoming, 
March 9 (Laun), further emphasizing the spread of 
these birds in Wyoming. Mrs. Waltman reported them 
near Sheridan in the Big Horn Mountains. They are 
now found at lower altitudes in all the mountain ranges 
of the eastern half of the state: namely Big Horn, Black 
Hills, Laramie Mountains, and Snowy Range, but are 
still local in these large areas. 
 
Cranes.—Monte Vista in southern Colorado had the 
highest count of Sandhill Cranes in this Region. The 
peak of the migration was early and poor although 
there were many more in the surrounding San Luis 
Basin. Bryant reports the top at 480, March 3. 
 
Gulls.—Lockerbie reports 4 Herring Gulls wintering at 
Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake near the city of 
that name. This is unusual. 
 
Owls.—The large waterfowl refuges with extensive 
marsh and grassland are ideal for the Short-eared Owl. 
Bear River reported 13 and Klamath, 8. 
 
Nuthatches through Starlings.—Mrs. McIntyre at Devils 
Tower in the Black Hills of Wyoming maintains a large-
scale feeding station for the birds. This winter she 
managed to get a Red-breasted Nuthatch to feed out of 
her hand. There was a Bushtit west of Denver, Dec. 29, 
at Red Rocks Park—a bird identified in the Denver 
region only twice in the last 3 years (Thatcher). On 
Dec. 27 a Brown Thrasher was found feeding on 
Russian Olives in Rawlins in south central Wyoming, 
just off the Red Desert (Lamberton). Anyone knowing 
Wyoming in the winter and Rawlins in particular, will 
know this bird was demented. The Bohemian Waxwing 
flight was above average this year with every reporter in 
Wyoming and northern Utah recording them in 
numbers. The southern-most were at Cheyenne (Mrs. 
Hanesworth) where the flocks amounted to up to 100 
at a time all winter. The mountain region of Colorado 
does not report them. Salt Lake reported them in flocks 
of 1,000. Reports from all over this Region record the 
steady increase of the Common Starling. 
 
Orioles.—Mrs. Hanesworth reported finding a dead 
Bullock's Oriole, Dec. 26, at Cheyenne in the 
southeastern corner of Wyoming. The bird 2 weeks 
previously had been coming to her feeding station, but 
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disappeared after a high wind. This is probably what 
happens to most late stragglers in this Region. 
 
Finches.—Red Crossbills were as irregular as usual.  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 11, Number 3  284 
 
A small flock of 10 at Idaho Springs west of Denver on 
the Christmas Count was the only occurrence since 
June 1956 in an area where they should be common. A 
Common Redpoll was seen at Roosevelt in east central 
Utah south of the Uinta Mountains, Dec. 28 (Killpack). 
This is believed to be the first record for the Uinta 
Basin. 
 
Sparrows.—Merlin Killpack, who bands birds at 
Roosevelt, added to the junco confusion by banding a 
cross between the Gray-headed and Pink-sided. It had 
a gray head with black at the posterior of the eyes, pink 
sides, and rusty back. He also caught a junco with a 
white throat and streaks on the side similar to the Song 
Sparrow. Many of us here in the West don't agree with 
making the Pink-sided a subspecies of the Oregon. We 
think we can tell a Pink-sided from the variations of the 
Oregon all the time, and in Wyoming, at least, only the 
Pink-sided breeds in the northwestern mountains of 
the state. We cannot agree with the taxonomists; they 
need more field experience. A White-throated Sparrow 
and a Fox Sparrow, both rare, were present high in the 
Rockies west of Denver at Georgetown, Dec. 29 (Ona 
Scudder). Mrs. Carman at Grand Junction in western 
Colorado banded a Harris's Sparrow, Dec. 15. There 
are scattered reports of Harris's Sparrows from Salt 
Lake, Roosevelt, and Casper, indicating this species 
occurs regularly throughout the Central Rocky 
Mountain Region, but is scarce. Mrs. Carman also 
banded a Spotted Towhee, Jan. 17.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1956-57 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This 
winter has been another unfavorable one for birds 
especially in the Blaine–Bellingham–Victoria area. 
December was dry and mild; January was cold with 
considerable snow; February was cold, wet and windy; 
March was wet but calm. There were a few bright days 
scattered throughout; Theed Pearse from Comox said 
the winter had been abnormally sunny and calm there. 
At Blaine over 50 per cent of the days in December, 
January and February had temperatures below freezing, 
with snow and icing conditions. Some resident species, 
notably woodpeckers, Winter Wrens and Common 
Bushtits, have hit "rock bottom" this winter. The entire 
years of 1954 and 1955 were unfavorable for birds, and 
breeding success was very low. The excellent summer 

of 1956 did little to offset the losses of previous 
seasons, and this winter did little to help. Most conifers 
failed to produce seeds west of the Cascades, and fruit-
bearing trees and shrubs failed to produce their usual 
quota of berries. Birds dependent upon these food 
sources were either scarce or in trouble, depending 
upon whether or not they attempted to winter. Mrs. 
Hall Schumacher, who for years has been caring for 
injured, sick and abandoned birds, has given me access 
to the records from which much of the following 
information has been derived. In 1954, 1955 and 1956 
she received nestling birds that were weak, crippled, or 
otherwise subnormal. Many had plumage so poorly 
developed that they were never able to fly, even after 
being given an optimum diet. This occurred primarily 
in resident species and early migrants such as swallows 
and Rufous Hummingbirds. We believe that food 
supplies in the years 1954 to 1956 were inadequate, at 
least in quality, and lack of a good diet adversely 
affected the fertility of the survivors and the viability of 
their offspring. Nurserymen  
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said that 95 per cent of the flowering shrubs and trees 
were killed or badly damaged in the November freeze 
of 1955. Consequently, in late March and early April of 
1956 large numbers of Rufous Hummingbirds starved 
to death in the Seattle area. This drastically reduced the 
population, and birds of this species were seldom seen 
during the summer. Nestings were few, and the young 
birds received by Mrs. Schumacher developed into 
weaklings, runts and birds with such poor feathering 
that they were never able to fly. This had never 
happened before in her experience, and, we feel, 
strengthens the evidence in support of the theory 
outlined above. Exact damage is difficult to assess, 
since we have no way of knowing what food elements 
are lacking, but, since marginal diets are known to have 
this effect upon domestic fowl it seems a logical result 
in the case of the wild birds so affected. Progressive 
habitat destruction, moreover, throughout the areas 
covered by regular observers is adding greatly to the 
difficulties of interpretation of data for this Region. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Loons were scarce in 
the northern areas, normal in numbers in the Lower 
Sound. Grebes, beginning the winter in their usual 
numbers, began to decline in January, and by the end 
of the period all but Horned Grebes were scarce. This 
is probably the result of a movement out into waters 
where spawning herring were attracting tens of 
thousands of birds at about that time. Cormorants were 
in usual numbers, Great Blue Herons were more 
frequent than usual, and Green Herons were reported 
from Portland, Oreg. and Olympia, Wash. 
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Geese, Ducks.—Wintering Black Brant were considered 
scarce by all observers. State Game Department counts 
indicated that in Washington dabbling ducks were 
doing well, and Mallards were at an 8-year peak. Two 
European Widgeon were seen at Victoria, British 
Columbia, Dec. 29 (A. R. Davidson). Barrow's Golden-
eyes were rare at Seattle, but over 100 were seen at 
Vancouver, B. C., March 30-31. Hooded and Am. 
Mergansers were down; Red-breasted were in their 
normal numbers. Other ducks were in usual numbers 
or above. 
 
Hawks, Eagles.—Accipitrine hawks were more 
conspicuous than usual in western Washington. 
Buteonine and other hawks were in normal numbers. 
The Swainson's Hawk was reported from Eugene 
and Olympia Christmas Counts. The sight of at least 9 
Bald Eagles at one time at Deception Pass, Skagit Co., 
Wash. on Feb. 10 (Robert Pyle) is encouraging. One 
Peregrine Falcon was studied closely at Westport, 
Wash. on Feb. 3 (RP) and 2 were seen at Victoria 
(ARD). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls, Alcids.—Killdeer were much below 
normal throughout the Region. One Ruddy Turnstone 
was recorded all winter at Victoria, where 35 Wilson's 
Snipe were counted on Dec. 28. One Greater Yellow-
leg and 2 Hudsonian Curlews were reported from there 
during the winter. Some observers felt that both Red-
backed Sandpipers and Sanderlings were scarcer than 
usual, but reliable observers reported the presence 
during January and February of both Least and 
Western Sandpipers, which winter in very small 
numbers, if at all, during most years. Other shorebirds 
were in usual numbers. Glaucous Gulls were recorded 
from Eugene on Dec. 30 and from Bellevue, east of 
Lake Washington, March 10 and 11 (Walter 
Hagenstein). This latter bird was found dead of 
aspergillosis on March 12 and brought to the 
Washington State Museum, one of the few authentic 
records for Washington State. No Western Gulls were 
reported; Bonaparte's Gulls were scarce. Other species 
were as usual. Alcids were in usual concentrations in 
more open waters. 
 
Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons were few east 
of Lake Washington, but in more normal numbers in 
areas where madroña berries were plentiful. One 
Mourning Dove was reported on the Christmas 
Count. Screech Owls were apparently short of food 
and starving; 5 females in emaciated condition were 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher. One had been captured 
while killing chickens! Horned Owls were recorded 
much more frequently than usual near Seattle. Snowy 
Owls were reported from Olympia, and from Comox, 
B. C. Short-eared Owls were much scarcer than usual. 

Three injured and very thin Saw-whet Owls were 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher. 
 
Kingfishers, Woodpeckers, Larks, Jays.—Kingfishers and all 
woodpeckers except flickers were very few. Horned 
Larks were reported from Comox and Victoria, where 
they apparently are resident. Steller's Jays were few, but 
an upswing in population in March suggests that they 
migrated rather than succumbed to the unfavorable 
winter. 
 
Chickadees, Bushtits, Nuthatches.—Black-capped 
Chickadees held their own, but Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were only about half their usual number. 
Bushtits in the Seattle area are almost rare, having 
suffered a steady decline in the last several years. These 
birds feed in gardens and low shrubbery where they are 
most vulnerable to indiscriminate use of DDT and 
other insecticides. Young in several nests of Common 
Bushtits abandoned by their parents have shown 
unmistakable symptoms of DDT poisoning and 
subsequently died, showing that the decline in this 
species may not be directly connected with the bad 
weather. 
 
Creepers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—Brown Creepers and 
Bewick's Wrens appeared in normal numbers. Winter 
Wren populations are seriously reduced. Am. Robins 
were scarcer than usual in the northern part of the 
Region, including Seattle. Varied Thrushes were 
concentrated only in the cold area around Blaine and 
Bellingham, no doubt because of the icing conditions 
occurring there. Hermit Thrushes were very scarce. 
One Townsend's Solitaire was reported on the Seattle 
Christmas Count. Golden-crowned Kinglets were 
outnumbered by Ruby-crowned in some areas, 
indicating a serious decimation in the former species 
and a probable increase in the latter. 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos, Warblers.—Single Bohemian 
Waxwings were reported by Pearse at Comox and by 
Hagenstein at Bellevue. Cedar Waxwings were present 
in large numbers in the madroña areas. When these 
berries were exhausted they began to suffer, and at least 
7 emaciated birds were brought to Mrs. Schumacher; in 
addition she received many calls asking how to feed the 
starving birds. How widespread and severe this damage 
to the waxwing population may have been cannot be 
estimated. Gray Shrikes were reported regularly 
throughout the season. One Hutton's Vireo identified 
by a competent observer in Victoria on March 20 was 
the first record Davidson had heard of in many years. 
The usual number of Audubon's and Townsend's 
Warblers wintered from Seattle south. 
 
Blackbirds, Finches.—Western Meadowlarks, Red-winged 
Blackbirds and Brewer's Blackbirds were present in 
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their usual numbers. The Brown-headed Cowbird 
was seen regularly at a Portland, Oreg. feeding station. 
Evening Grosbeaks were recorded only once or twice. 
Purple Finches were scarce in the north but fairly 
common around Seattle. The House Finch has 
definitely established itself as a permanent resident as 
far north as Comox on Vancouver Island. Davidson at 
Victoria commented on the large numbers he had seen, 
and several observers reported seeing flocks up to 50 
north of Seattle. Pine Siskins were almost entirely 
absent. Goldfinches were recorded more frequently 
than usual; this does not indicate an increase, because 
usually they are scattered among the large flocks of 
Pine Siskins and are not noticed. No crossbills were 
seen. Spotted Towhees, juncos, Golden-crowned and 
Song Sparrows were in normal numbers in most areas, 
although some observers in particular areas felt a lack 
of these species. An Am. Tree Sparrow was seen at 
Newport, near Bellevue, all winter. White-crowned 
Sparrows were reported as scarce. Since there is 
considerable doubt about the subspecific identity of the 
wintering White-crowns, it is gratifying to know that 
Mrs. Kline at Blaine trapped and banded the wintering 
bird in her area, and it proved to be gambelii. Fox 
Sparrows were above average at Comox but scarce 
elsewhere until February, when they began to come in, 
apparently in migration. Snow Buntings were first 
seen at Newport, Dec. 2, and last seen, Jan. 2. A few of 
this species seem to appear west of the Cascades each 
winter, but being widely scattered and few in number, 
they are not very often seen.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 
22809 W. 53rd Avenue, Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1957 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The stations reporting, all west of the 
Continental Divide, had quite similar weather during 
the spring, with a rather warm and decidedly dry April, 
although Missoula had the month cool at first. May was 
distinctly warmer than usual and was also much wetter. 
At Missoula and Libby most of the precipitation was 
crowded into a few days between the 19th and the 
23rd, with over 2 inches of rain falling then. In spite of 
apparently similar weather conditions, the migration 
was considered a little later than usual at Missoula and 
the migration at Spokane was believed to be from 1 to 
2 weeks late. However, at Libby, where winter snows 
linger the latest, the migration appeared to be about on 
time and a number of species had very early-arriving 
individuals. One wonders whether the differences are 
real or apparent, or whether the mild, mostly clear 
weather caused birds to slip by unnoticed at first. The 
season did produce an unusually large number of 
records of species rare for this Region. Ralph L. Hand 
has again reported for Missoula, Ninepipe and Kicking 

Horse Reservoirs, Mont.; Stephen O. Stanley sent the 
report for the Spokane Bird Club for the Spokane, 
Wash., area; Jared Verner reported for the Moscow and 
Lewiston, Idaho area, and the editor, for Libby, Mont. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Pelicans.—The Common Loon appeared 
at only 2 places, Kicking Horse Reservoir (2 birds) and 
the Four Lakes area near Spokane (1). Grebes, 
however, were widely noted, and included all 5 species 
occurring in the Region: Red-necked, Horned, Eared, 
Western and Pied-billed. The Eared was unusually 
common near Missoula, with a flock of 20 on May 14. 
A Horned Grebe at Libby, May 18, was the second 
spring record in 10 years' observing there by the writer. 
A rare event was the observing of a White Pelican, 
May 30, at Newman Lake, east of Spokane, Wash. (M. 
Burke). 
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were migrating in March 
and early April at each locality reporting. Migrating 
flocks of Canada Geese were sparingly observed. The 
migrational peak at Spokane was in early April. Hand 
reported the (Lesser) Snow Goose as unusually 
common, with flocks of from 10 to 60 seen frequently 
between March 26 and April 10. Seventy-nine were 
counted at Lewiston, March 3. The duck migration was 
under way as usual in March, with the Mallard, Am. 
Widgeon and Pintail common as usual. Shovellers, 
numbering 600 at Lewiston, April 24, drew an 
exclamation from Verner. A few Barrow's Golden-eyes 
appeared at Spokane, and a male at Turnbull Refuge 
(JV). Hooded Mergansers were noted mainly at 
Missoula, with about 30 on April 12. A pair had put in 
its appearance, March 28, however. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—The Turkey Vulture arrived at 
Missoula, April 7, about a week later than last year. It 
was noted, April 13, near Spokane, by W. Hall and L. 
LaFave. Single adult Goshawks were seen at Missoula 
in March and early April. The earliest  
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record for the Red-tailed Hawk was March 22 at Libby. 
Several Swainson's were noted near Sprague, Wash., 
May 12. Wintering Rough-legged Hawks apparently left 
eastern Washington about mid-April (JV, SBC). 
Golden and Bald Eagles left the Spokane area in March 
but Verner noted an adult Golden at Lewiston, Feb. 27. 
The Prairie Falcon was observed near Reardan, Wash., 
May 26. No Pigeon Hawks were noted at Missoula 
after January or after March at Spokane, but at least 
one bird was around Libby in May. Arrival of Sparrow 
Hawks was late at Missoula and Spokane. 
 
Cranes, Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—A fine group of 80 
migrating Sandhill Cranes was observed near Sprague, 
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Wash., April 13, by Hall and LaFave. Twelve were still 
there 10 days later (SOS). Am. Coot were migrating in 
peak numbers at Lewiston, April 17. A pair of Black-
bellied Plovers in breeding plumage at Kicking Horse, 
May 24, gave Hand his first Montana record. A Ruddy 
Turnstone observed closely by W. Hall and L. LaFave 
at Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. May 26, is believed to 
be the first record for eastern Washington. Four 
Upland Sandpipers were seen east of Spokane at their 
usual nesting site, May 18 (WH). The Long-billed 
Curlew appeared first on April 13 at Sprague, where 
they seem to be increasing in numbers. A Willet was 
seen at Lewiston, May 1. A flock of over 100 Greater 
Yellow-legs was observed in a marsh at Four Lakes, 
Wash., April 14. A few of the Lesser were seen near 
Spokane and Missoula in early May. Baird's and Least 
Sandpipers appeared at Turnbull and Lewiston, and the 
latter species at Missoula. Fifty dowitchers were 
recorded at Reardan, Wash., May 12, and a few were at 
Kicking Horse, May 24. The Red-backed Sandpiper 
was reported for probably the first time in spring in 
eastern Washington, at Reardan, May 5 (Hall and 
LaFave), and at Cow Lake, Adams Co., May 26 (H & 
L). One was noted at Lewiston, May 1. Am. Avocets 
(14) were at Lewiston, April 24. Wilson's Phalarope 
first appeared at Reardan, May 5; 50 were noted there a 
week later. Two Northern Phalaropes were seen at 
Reardan, May 5, and 1 near Missoula, May 30. The 
latter was Hand's first spring record. About 100 gulls at 
Ninepipe, April 12, appeared to be mostly California 
Gulls, with some Ring-billed. Eleven Bonaparte's 
Gulls were identified near Missoula, May 14, and 1 was 
seen at Lewiston, April 24. Two Forster's Terns were 
seen at Ninepipe, May 24. 
 
Doves, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Spokane's earliest 
Mourning Dove record was March 7 but the bulk of 
the birds arrived in May and later than usual. The 
Common Nighthawk appeared on schedule at Spokane, 
May 31, and at Libby, June 2, but had not yet been 
noted at Missoula on the latter date. The uncommon 
Vaux's Swift was noted (a pair) at Missoula, May 21. 
Rufous Hummingbirds at Spokane, April 28, were the 
first of this group to appear. The Black-chinned 
appeared there on May 26 and at Libby at about the 
same time. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Lewis's Woodpecker 
appeared, May 2, at Missoula and the next day at 
Spokane (Hall). Hall and LaFave reported 15 migrating 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers at Spokane, April 20. A 
female Arctic Woodpecker was collected, May 4, on 
Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, Idaho and a pair of 
Three-toed Woodpeckers was seen twice in May near 
Mitten Mountain near Missoula. The rare White-headed 
Woodpecker was seen, May 2, near St. Maries, Idaho 
(A. Walker) and near Springdale, Wash., May 5 

(LaFave). Western Kingbirds were arriving in early 
May. Verner found a Say's Phoebe at Lewiston, March 
13. One showed up at Missoula, where they are rare, on 
April 19. Traill's Flycatcher was first noted, May 26, at 
Four Lakes, Wash., but not until June 2 at Missoula. 
The first Western Wood Pewees at Spokane were early 
(May 5); late at Libby (May 29). 
 
Larks and Swallows.—Horned Larks were migrating 
between Feb. 28 and mid-March. Spokane had the first 
record of Violet-green Swallows, March 16. They had 
arrived at Libby by the 23rd (early). Tree Swallows were 
on schedule at Spokane (March 23) and at Libby (April 
3) but late at Missoula (April 14). Cliff Swallows arrived 
late at both Spokane and Missoula. 
 
Dipper, Wrens, Catbird, Thrushes.—Dippers were not 
noted in Missoula after April 22. House Wrens seemed 
about on schedule, with the first at Spokane, April 27. 
Catbirds arrived in late May as usual. Varied Thrushes 
appeared on March 9 (early) at Libby and seemed more 
common than usual. A single Hermit Thrush was 
observed in Spokane on May 5 again this year (SOS). 
The first Mountain Bluebirds arrived on the early date 
of Feb. 15 at Spokane but the main migration there and 
elsewhere was in early March. Townsend's Solitaire 
lingered in Missoula until April 14. 
 
Kinglets and Pipits.—The Ruby-crowned Kinglet showed 
up at Spokane, April 7; at Libby, April 18, and at 
Missoula, April 19. Water Pipits were sparsely noted: 1 
at Lewiston, May 8 (Wayne Klindworth), and a few at 
Missoula, the largest flock containing 20 birds. At 
Libby they were not observed at all. 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos.—Bohemian Waxwings had 
left Libby about March 10 (Terry Lemon), and the last 
small flock was seen at Missoula, March 23. The few 
wintering Cedar Waxwings were not seen at Missoula 
after March 24. The species appeared to be scarce and 
late (May 26) at Spokane but seemed to be present in 
normal numbers at Libby, where they arrived on time, 
May 27. Spokane's last report of a shrike was on April 
7. Hand noted a single adult, March 12 and 15, at close 
range, with breast vermiculations clearly visible. 
Warbling Vireos were early at both Spokane (April 20) 
and Libby (May 16). 
 
Warblers.—Orange-crowned Warblers were arriving 
around the last of April or early May. The Nashville 
appeared about the same time. The Yellow Warbler 
was first noted at Libby, May 4, the earliest date in 10 
years' observing. April 30, the arrival date at Spokane, 
was about normal. The Myrtle Warbler, rare in the 
Region, was noted,  
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April 7, near Spokane (Hall) and at Libby, May 4. 
Audubon's appeared first at Spokane, April 13, and 
elsewhere later in the month. Townsend's Warbler was 
noted migrating in May, beginning with an observation 
at Spokane on the 5th. The Northern Water-thrush 
appeared at the rather early date of May 18 at Libby 
and was not reported elsewhere. Black-capped 
Warblers were reported in small numbers from 
Sprague, Wash. only; ordinarily they are common 
migrants in that area. The Yellow-breasted Chat was 
noted only at Spokane, first on the early date of May 
12. The Am. Redstart, ordinarily arriving during the 3rd 
week of May at Spokane, had not yet been noted by the 
end of the month. However, Hand found them at 
Missoula, May 19. 
 
Meadowlark, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks were noted 
only at Missoula, May 26 and thereafter. Migration of 
the Western Meadowlark reached Spokane a little early, 
in late February. A Yellow-headed Blackbird near 
Colfax, Wash. was the earliest noted, on April 5 (JV). A 
Red-winged Blackbird on Feb. 27 was a new early date 
for Libby, based on 10 years observing by Rogers. 
Their arrival date (singing males) at Missoula was Feb. 
28. The first females noted by Hand were a month later 
at Ninepipe. A flock estimated at 225 birds, including 2 
females, was noted at Lewiston, March 20. Bullock's 
Oriole was noted to arrive at Missoula and Spokane on 
May 12, about a week earlier than last year. The earliest 
appearance of the Brown-headed Cowbird was May 5 
at Spokane. 
 
Tanagers and Finches.—Western Tanagers were rather 
early (May 16) at Libby but late at Spokane (May 12) 
and Missoula (May 28). Black-headed Grosbeaks, not 
noted before May 26, were seen at Missoula, Spokane 
and Libby. Evening Grosbeaks showed a large 
migrational movement. This took place in April rather 
than in March as is usual in Spokane. At Libby and 
Missoula the birds reached peak abundance in May. 
Cassin's Finch was about on schedule at Libby, arriving 
April 6, but none was noted until the 13th at Missoula 
and Spokane. The House Finch increased in numbers 
during April at Spokane. Pine Grosbeaks left Libby 
early (Feb. 9) and were not seen at Missoula after Feb. 
27. Redpolls were not noted after Feb. 11 at Libby, 
when about a hundred were seen. Usually they linger 
until April. Wintering Pine Siskins at Spokane were 
augmented by an unusually large number of migrants in 
March. The species was very common at Missoula, 
arriving, April 3. The arrival date at Libby was the 
same. A few Red Crossbills were observed by Hand 
near Missoula, after nearly 2 years there without a 
record. Spokane and Libby also noted a few. 
 

Sparrows.—A Spotted Towhee banded at Libby on 
March 12 was a new early record there. The birds first 
appeared on March 9 at Spokane, the usual time. A 
male at Missoula on March 19 was early. The Savannah 
Sparrow movement at Libby was most disappointing 
after the excellent migration of the previous year. A 
single bird was identified! At Spokane and Missoula 
they appeared on April 21. Of exceptional interest was 
a single Baird's Sparrow identified at close range, 
April 20, at Missoula by Hand. Lark Sparrows showed 
up at Spokane on May 12 (late) and at Missoula on May 
16. The few wintering Slate-colored Juncos left 
Spokane in March. Oregon Juncos, common as usual, 
dispersed to nesting grounds in early April. Two Am. 
Tree Sparrows were noted at Missoula on March 7 but 
Verner saw his last of the winter, 3 birds, on April 3. 
Arrival dates for Chipping Sparrows were May 4 for 
Libby and May 6 for Missoula. Typical White-crowned 
Sparrows were observed at Missoula, May 3. The 
Gambel's race appeared to be less common than usual 
at Spokane and the migration at Libby was most 
disappointing, with an almost total lack of the species. 
This was somewhat compensated for by the rare treat 
of a male Harris's Sparrow there, first noted on Feb. 
16, caught and banded the next day, and observed 
nearly every day until April 29, by which time it had 
acquired adult plumage. It sang much during the latter 
part of its stay. A Fox Sparrow in full song on March 
16 was another early record at Libby. The previous 
earliest date was March 27. A Lapland Longspur was 
positively identified at Missoula, March 9. Several 
accompanying birds may have been the same 
species.—THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Montana. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1957 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general most of this 
Region enjoys two seasons, winter and summer. April 
and May this year seemed definitely to belong to 
winter. There were heavy snows until late May even in 
the valleys of the Rockies. There were 12 inches at 
Durango, May 20, and everywhere it was unusually cold 
and wet. Most estimates based on bird and plant life 
have our season at least two weeks behind time. For 
instance, Sydney Hyde, high up in western Colorado at 
Gunnison, reported a mixed flock of warblers 
(Audubon's, Black-capped, Virginia's, and Yellow) 
weeks late in town on May 30 (their normal haunts 
were still covered with 3 to 4 feet of snow). Normally, 
however, the late May migrants such as Western Wood 
Pewees and Common Nighthawks do not arrive in that 
area until after June 1 anyway. By the first of June large 
lakes like Lewis Lake on the Yellowstone Plateau in the 
Park were still frozen and there was 3 feet of hard-
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packed snow on the level in the woods. The spring 
count  
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of the Colorado Bird Club was postponed from May 11 
to 18 but the results were very poor even so. The party 
to visit Echo Lake west of Denver in the Rockies 
found only snow and ice. However, in the western 
Great Basin the spring migration and nesting season 
seemed to be two weeks earlier than usual. This may 
depend more on water conditions than on climatic 
effects. At Stillwater in western Nevada, Dale 
Sutherland reports the late nesters such as Redhead, 
Cinnamon Teal and Ruddy had broods by late May. 
 
Ibises.—The White-faced Ibis is remarkable because it 
wanders so little. Occurring in large numbers in the Salt 
Lake Region (950 at Bear River Marshes in May) the 
bird wanders eastward in small numbers into suitable 
Wyoming habitat. Eight birds showed up in Mormon 
Row in the Jackson Elk Refuge, May 8, a first record 
for the Refuge (Greenwalt). 
 
Swans.—Ernest Greenwalt, the affable manager of the 
National Elk Refuge, who always has a latchstring out 
for visiting birders, reports a Trumpeter Swan has 
elected to nest beside the highway in the refuge in 
Jackson Hole just north of the town of Jackson, where 
she started May 20 on the top of a muskrat house. In 
nearby Yellowstone Park there are now at least a dozen 
nesting Trumpeters, but the chances of success in 
rearing cygnets are poor. There is an abundance of 
otter, bear and other predators and then there is the 
tendency of the swan to move overland from the small 
ponds of their nesting to other water before the young 
can fly (Beal, Park Naturalist). The Trumpeters outside 
the Park do better. 
 
Geese and Ducks.—Canada Goose production at Bear 
River Marshes at the north end of the Great Salt Lake 
was 310 broods (Reid). Malheur in eastern Oregon 
appears to have the largest breeding population of the 
great refuges of the Basin, with 4,000 birds present. 
The waterfowl migration was sharply tapering off by 
the start of this season in the Great Basin and only 
breeding populations remained. From the abundance 
of water the results ought to be good. Rare ducks 
include 2 Wood Ducks at Malheur, April 15 (Marshall); 
and 2 at Klamath where the bird is more common on 
the Upper Lake (Giles). Thirty Red-breasted 
Mergansers were reported from Saratoga Lake in 
southern Wyoming, April 12 (Lamberton). Ring-necked 
Ducks were reported in small numbers from all over 
the Region. Charles Bryant at the Monte Vista Refuge 
in southern Colorado reports that Redhead, Lesser 
Scaup, and Am. Coot will be new breeders in that 

refuge, reflecting its steady growth. The Am. Widgeon 
nested for the first time at Klamath (Giles). Condon, 
the Yellowstone National Park Naturalist, had 7 pairs 
of Harlequin Ducks on the Yellowstone River just 
below the Lake in their customary spot, April 29. The 
Wyoming Audubon Society found them on June 1. By 
the third week of June the drakes would be gone. The 
drake Harlequin is one of the most spectacular sights in 
the bird world. Birders should plan to make trips West 
early enough to catch this bird before it leaves. 
 
Turkeys.—The first mating period of the Turkeys at 
Mesa Verde in southwestern Colorado got rained out 
but it is hoped the second will be more successful 
(Pinkley). 
 
Shorebirds.—A census of breeding Mountain Plover on 
the Laramie Plains in southern Wyoming showed about 
6 nesting sites in mid-May (Laun and Warkley). A pair 
was also reported north of Rawlins, April 24 
(Lamberton). This is about 150 miles west of Laramie. 
Another was found, May 24, just south of Cheyenne, 
60 miles east of Laramie (Mrs. Hanesworth). It is 
believed the Laramie Plains, Green River Basin, and 
Big Horn Basin, all in Wyoming, represent the biggest 
breeding ground of the species in this Region, with 
occasional birds scattered all over the high plateau area. 
A Red-backed Sandpiper, a rare bird inland, turned up 
at Stillwater, April 29 (Sutherland). Black-bellied Plover 
were observed at Klamath, with a peak of 42, April 24 
(Giles). These are ordinarily scarce inland. 
 
Owls.—A Great Gray Owl has been reported regularly 
at Fort Klamath south of Crater Lake (Ken McLeod). 
There are believed to be about 5 breeding pairs in 
Yellowstone Park (Condon, Park Naturalist) but no 
nest is known along the accessible part of the Park at 
the moment. The California State Game and Fish 
Commission have been making a survey of Lower 
Klamath and Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin. They 
find the average number of eggs of the Short-eared 
Owl is 5 to 11 with a median of 8.5, whereas the 
literature reports 4-7 ordinarily. The number of mice in 
this area is on the upswing and there is a 
superabundance of food for the owls at the moment. It 
is interesting to speculate whether this is a natural 
effort at control. A peak of 70 birds, including young of 
the year, was observed at Klamath, May 23 (Giles). 
 
Hummingbirds.—The hummers have been later than 
usual. Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa country of 
western Colorado, where apparently there are more 
hummers than anywhere else in the West and where 
great numbers of people feed them, didn't find any 
until May 2 when the first Black-chinned showed up. 
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Warblers.—Few unusual warblers were reported, 
probably owing to the season. The only one was an 
Am. Redstart in central Utah, May 30 (Lockerbie). 
 
Finches.—Madge Funk had a Cardinal at Pine-dale, high 
in remote western Wyoming on April 25—a first 
record for that part of the state. A Blue Grosbeak, May 
19, and an Indigo Bunting, May 30, near Saratoga 
Springs in central Utah were both great rarities 
(Lockerbie, Tainter, et al.). The bunting is the first 
record for the northern half of the state. There were 2 
redpolls, May 18, in Cheyenne (Hanesworth) and on 
May 19 at Klamath Falls (McLeod). Both records are 
unusual for May and the occurrences were 1,000 miles 
apart. House and others had a Desert Sparrow on the 
Laramie Plains in southeastern Wyoming, May 19. This 
is a rare bird in that area.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT 
437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
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Spring Migration, 1957 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—March, 
April and May, which make up the spring migration 
season in this Region, were all favorable for migration. 
In general, excellent weather with few frontal passages, 
relatively mild temperatures and an unusual amount of 
fair weather contributed to make this season one of 
almost predictable regularity. The passage of the 
transient species, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Myrtle 
Warblers, (Gambel's) White-crowned and Golden-
crowned Sparrows, was mediocre; shorebirds left the 
ocean beaches of Grays Harbor early and migration 
was very disappointing. This should not be taken as an 
indication of a poor migration, but apparently the birds 
moved steadily northward, earlier than usual, and there 
were no adverse conditions to build up large 
concentrations of birds waiting out the bad weather. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters.—The last Red-throated 
Loons were seen, March 30, at Blaine, Wash. Red-
necked and Horned Grebes in breeding plumage were 
still present, May 12, at Port Townsend, Wash., and a 
flock of 50-100 Western Grebes east of this point in 
Admiralty Inlet was an unusual number for so late; but 
there were no later records. Frank Richardson noted 
numbers of Sooty Shearwaters, apparently the first of 
the season, in the Straits of Juan de Fuca, Wash. on 
June 1 or 2. 
 
Waterfowl.—Black Brant became numerous about the 
Lower Sound near Seattle in early April. The last record 
was a number of fair-sized flocks near Port Townsend, 
May 12. Most "puddle ducks" except the omnipresent 
Mallards were gone by the end of March. The last 

Barrow's Golden-eye was seen at Vashon Island, 
Wash., April 14; the last Buffleheads, the same place 
and date; the last scaup, near Port Townsend, May 12. 
Five Am. Scoters and a few each of White-winged and 
Surf Scoters were noted between Seattle and Port 
Townsend, May 12. Ruddy Ducks were present on a 
lake at Port Townsend on the latter date. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—Observers at the Washington 
ocean beaches were very disappointed in the shorebird 
migration. Few of the larger species, or even the "peep" 
sandpipers, were noted. One Parasitic Jaeger was seen 
near Seattle, May 9, and one off Port Townsend, May 
12. A California Gull in full breeding plumage at Birch 
Bay, March 30, was the first seen. Bonaparte's Gulls in 
full plumage were still present in small numbers on the 
Sound, May 12. One flock of about 12 and 5 other 
Heermann's Gulls were seen on May 12, an unusually 
early record for migrants of this species to be in our 
waters. Short-billed Gulls were all gone by May 12. A 
flock of about 12 Common Terns was seen also on 
May 12, the only record this spring. 
 
Nighthawk, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The first Common 
Nighthawk was heard on June 1, but they did not 
become common in downtown Seattle until June 11. 
Vaux's Swifts were recorded at Bellevue, Wash., east of 
Seattle, May 17, but were scarcer than usual; and no 
Black Swifts were seen. Rufous Hummingbirds were 
first noted, March 14, but were not seen regularly until 
about April 14. They were almost rare in comparison 
with their usual numbers, a situation which was 
anticipated because of the previous spring and summer 
tragedy in this species. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows, Thrushes.—Traill's Flycatchers were 
late, not being recorded until June 8. All flycatchers but 
Hammond's and the Olive-sided were scarcer than 
usual. Hammond's, however, was very abundant during 
migration from May 12 to 30. Western Flycatchers 
were a week late and much scarcer than usual. Western 
Wood Pewees were not recorded by any observer. The 
first migrant Violet-green Swallows were at Bellevue, 
March 10. Many hundreds were seen between Seattle 
and the spur of the Cascade Range that reaches to 
Bellingham Bay south of the city of Bellingham, Wash., 
but none were observed north of this barrier on March 
29-31. Four Tree Swallows were seen at Sequim Bay on 
the  
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north side of the Olympic Peninsula on Feb. 24 
(Robert Pyle) an extremely early record. Barn Swallows 
were more numerous but Cliff Swallows were much 
scarcer than usual. Robins were migrating all through 
February and March. No Hermit Thrushes were 
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reported and there were no reliable records of Olive-
backed Thrush arrivals in western Washington. About 
15 to 20 Townsend's Solitaires were seen, April 14, on 
Vashon Island, Wash. 
 
Kinglets, Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets, which wintered in large numbers in western 
Washington, were not noted in large numbers in 
migration. The last Gray Shrike was seen near Bellevue, 
March 13. A pair of Common Starlings was seen at 
Blaine, March 30, and Crested Mynas were numerous 
at Vancouver, British Columbia, March 30-31, pairs 
being in evidence on TV antennas throughout the 
residential areas. Solitary Vireos arrived north of 
Seattle, April 16, and Warbling Vireos were very 
abundant on May 3. 
 
Warblers, Cowbirds, Tanagers.—Most warblers arrived at 
their scheduled times; Orange-crowned, April 10; 
Black-throated Gray, April 26; Audubon's, March 23; 
Townsend's, May 12; Macgillivray's, May 12; Black-
capped Warbler, May 3. Orange-crowned Warblers and 
Common Yellowthroats (April 21) were somewhat 
scarcer than usual. Yellow Warblers were late (May 11) 
but were more abundant than usual. One was heard 
singing at the summit of Stevens Pass in the Cascades 
at an elevation of 4,061 feet on June 1. Myrtle 
Warblers, transients, were recorded near Seattle, April 
12, and there were two separate records for April 28. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds have become very numerous 
in western Washington the past 3 seasons. They were 
first seen near Tacoma, April 13, and were seen 
regularly thereafter. This may reflect a burgeoning of 
the population in general, since records from the east 
slope of the Cascades indicate them very abundant in 
the Arid Transition, where the editor has never seen 
any cowbirds whatever before this year. Our local 
population of small birds, many of the species having 
become established well here only in the past 50 years 
themselves, have had no contact with the cowbird 
before, and it remains to be seen how well their 
populations will adjust to this new factor in survival. 
Western Tanagers have recovered somewhat from their 
low of the last two years. They were first noted in West 
Seattle, May 8, and north of Seattle, May 10. 
 
Fringillids.—Evening Grosbeaks staged a minor 
comeback after their 9 months' absence from western 
Washington. Their extreme abundance east of the 
Cascades this winter may indicate where our usual 
wintering population of this species went when the 
food supply here disappeared. House Finches were 
numerous everywhere in the lowlands. Pine Siskins 
were first seen on April 9 after their 9-months' absence, 
and were numerous from then on. The breeding brooksi 
Savannah Sparrows returned about March 25 to 
western Washington. The Am. Tree Sparrow that 

wintered near Bellevue was last seen, March 10. White-
crowned Sparrows of the breeding pugetensis race were 
first noted at Protection Island off Port Townsend, 
March 26-27. The transient (and scarce winter resident) 
race gambelii was reported from April 28 to May 4. 
Golden-crowned Sparrows (also winter residents) were 
recorded in migration, April 28. The apparent scarcity 
of these latter birds, which usually migrate 
simultaneously, if not actually in company with each 
other, may be attributed to the excellent weather, which 
allowed them to continue their migration steadily 
northward. Moreover, they ordinarily sing chiefly 
during rainy weather, and unless their songs are heard 
they are often overlooked.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 
22809 W. 53rd Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1957 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—In contrast to the spring migration period 
just past, the breeding season brought few surprises. 
May and the first half of June in the Spokane, Wash. 
area were decidedly wet and appeared to delay nesting 
somewhat. At Missoula and Libby in western Montana 
the weather was, if anything, drier than normal, with 
wind velocities higher than usual. In general, summer in 
the Region was not marked by any prolonged periods 
of very hot weather, i.e., with maximums over ninety. 
No reports were available from east of the Continental 
Divide, however. Unless otherwise indicated, 
observations for Washington are by Stephen O. 
Stanley; for western Montana, Ralph L. Hand, except 
for Libby and Lincoln Counties, which are by the 
editor. More reports are urgently needed to make this 
account more truly representative of this very large 
Region. 
 
Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Several pairs of Western 
Grebes were carrying on their spectacular mating 
performance at Ninepipe Refuge, Lake Co., Mont., 
April 24. At the refuge on July 30 at least 40 or 50, 
including many fully grown young, were present. 
Young Pied-billed Grebes about two-thirds grown were 
noted at Ninepipe on the same date. Fifty or 60 
Double-crested Cormorants and 100 White Pelicans 
were observed in mid-June between Helena and Three 
Forks, Mont. (W. Hall). Fully grown young Great Blue 
Herons were noted at Missoula, July 28. One was so 
tame that it allowed itself to be approached within 30 
feet. Am. Bitterns were reported sparingly at Kicking 
Horse Reservoir, Lake Co., Mont. and at Newman 
Lake and Saltese Marsh in the Spokane area. 
 
Waterfowl.—A few Whistling Swans appeared in the 
Region during the period: 1 at Newman Lake, Wash., 
June 1 (A. Walker); 12 near Stratford, Grant Co., 
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Wash., June 15, and 1 at Ewan, Wash., July 28 (L. 
LaFave). Well-grown young Blue-winged Teal were 
seen near Missoula and at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse 
late in July. A female Wood Duck with 6 small 
ducklings was seen at Missoula, June 23; 2 larger young 
were noted there the same day. Young of this species 
were noted there on July 28 also. Young of the 
Redhead were noted at Ninepipe, May 24 and July 30. 
A Lesser Scaup drake, probably a delayed migrant, was 
at Missoula, June 7. Hooded Mergansers were noted 
occasionally near Missoula and Victor, Mont. and on 
the Little Spokane River northwest of Spokane, and 
probably bred in these localities. A male and 2 female 
Red-breasted Mergansers, rare at any season around 
Spokane, were on the Spokane River, July 21. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—The Turkey Vulture colony near 
Missoula apparently had decreased, as not more than 7 
birds were noted. In September, 1955, at least 14 were 
present. LaFave reported 2 immature Sharp-shinned 
Hawks at Kettle Falls, Wash., Aug. 6. The  
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tree-top nest of a pair of Golden Eagles was discovered 
in Glacier National Park by Mr. and Mrs. Max Edgar. 
The nest held 2 eaglets (Hungry Horse News, June 28, 
1957). A single Prairie Falcon observation was made 
near Spokane, July 21. A Pigeon Hawk was seen over 
Libby repeatedly during the summer. A pair of Sparrow 
Hawks was at a nesting hole at Missoula on May 19. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—The season produced one report of 
Richardson's Grouse, near Springdale, Wash. Ruffed 
Grouse appeared to be quite common along Big Creek 
in Ravalli County, Mont. Numerous broods were 
noted. Hand reported an attempt to hatch and raise 
Ruffed Grouse in captivity, using a bantam hen; of 12 
eggs, 10 hatched. However, only 1 young grouse, nearly 
full-grown and apparently healthy, still survived by 
mid-August. Hand reported at least 2 broods of 
European Partridge at Missoula, the first on July 8, 14 
small young on the wing. 
 
Rails, Coots, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns.—An adult Sora at 
Kicking Horse, July 2, acted as if it had young nearby. 
One or 2 at Libby in late July were apparently post-
breeding season wanderers. Well-grown young Am. 
Coot were noted at Ninepipe, July 30, and later. 
Killdeer appeared to be nesting at Missoula as early as 
April 18. Several nesting pairs of Long-billed Curlews 
were again noted near Sprague Lake, southwest of 
Spokane. A few nesting pairs of Upland Sandpipers 
were again noted in the Spokane Valley near Newman 
Lake in June (WH). Singles and pairs of Wilson's 
Phalaropes at Missoula in June and July probably 
nested there. Forster's and Black Terns were noted, July 

30, at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse. Some immatures of 
the latter species were seen. 
 
Doves, Owls.—Mourning Doves were reported as 
common to numerous at Missoula and Spokane. A 
Short-eared Owl was noted at Rockford, Wash., June 
16, and one near Almira, Wash., July 7. 
 
Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—A Common 
Nighthawk was flushed from its two eggs on the 
outskirts of Missoula, June 29. Three Black Swifts were 
noted flying over Granite Lake in the Cabinet 
Mountains near Libby, July 2, and the same number 
was noted near Troy, Mont., Aug. 2. Vaux's Swift was 
seen occasionally at Missoula, Mt. Spokane and 
Northport, Wash. (LaFave). The White-throated was 
nesting commonly at Wenatchee, Wash. in July 
(LaFave). Hummingbirds nested commonly along the 
Little Spokane River, where a male Black-chinned 
remained until July 20 (V. Nealey, C. Smedley). The 
Rufous seemed scarce at Missoula and Libby but the 
Calliope was unusually common at Missoula; the last 
male was noted on July 25. 
 
Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—A young Belted Kingfisher 
with a pair of adults was noted at Libby in August 
(Charles Clough). Lewis's Woodpecker was noted 
nesting at Missoula and near Libby (CC). An adult and 
2 immature Hairy Woodpeckers were seen at Missoula, 
July 28. A pair of Three-toed Woodpeckers was seen in 
upper Pattee Canyon 5 miles southeast of Missoula in 
May and June. The White-headed Woodpecker was 
once more observed near St. Marks, Idaho, June 16, at 
the same location as last year (SOS). 
 
Flycatchers, Larks.—Hand followed the progress of an 
Eastern Kingbird nesting. The parent was noted 
brooding between July 6 and 17. A single young left the 
nest on July 25. No nesting activity of other flycatcher 
species was reported. Horned Larks, very common just 
south of Missoula, had the first young on the wing by 
May 5 (early) but a late brood not long out of the nest 
was seen on July 19. 
 
Swallows.—Immature Tree Swallows were out of the 
nest as early as July 4 at Libby and a brood of Violet-
greens had flown by the 11th. A small colony of Cliff 
Swallows appeared to be nesting in the vicinity of the 
Higgins Avenue Bridge in downtown Missoula. 
 
Jays.—An adult and an immature Gray Jay were seen 
on Mt. Spokane on June 4 (LaFave). The Common 
Raven was seen regularly in the vicinity of Libby and a 
few Clark's Nutcrackers were noted in the Cabinet 
Mountains (CC, ED.). 
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Dipper, Wrens, Catbird.—The Am. Dipper was found 
nesting along a creek near Mt. Spokane, June 4, and an 
adult was feeding young on June 23 near Priest Lake, 
Idaho (SOS). Young House Wrens at Libby began 
leaving the nesting box on July 31. Winter Wrens were 
noted near Sandpoint, Idaho (T. Groh), along Big 
Creek, Ravalli Co., Mont. and along Cedar Creek in the 
Cabinets near Libby. A Rock Wren was reported near 
Spokane, June 7 (LaFave). Young Catbirds just out of 
the nest were noted at Missoula, July 27. 
 
Thrushes.—The earliest reported young Am. Robins out 
of the nest were at Libby, May 13. Young of this 
species seemed less common than usual there. Varied 
Thrushes were noted in the Cabinet Mountains and 
near St. Maries, Idaho (SOS). Hermit Thrushes were 
observed on the upper slope of Mt. Sentinel at 
Missoula and in the Cabinets. A young Olive-backed 
Thrush recently out of the nest was seen at Big Creek, 
July 12. Mountain Bluebirds were much more common 
around Spokane than at Libby and Missoula; large 
flocks of adults and immatures were seen there early in 
August. Two young Western Bluebirds were noted near 
Spokane on Aug. 22 (En.). Hand observed Townsend's 
Solitaires on Mt. Sentinel and at Big Creek. 
 
Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were numerous in Spokane and noted commonly at 
Missoula and Libby. Cedar Waxwings seemed scarce in 
western Montana. An immature Loggerhead Shrike was 
observed on Aug. 11 near Deer Park, Wash. 
 
Starlings, Vireos.—The Common Starling was reported 
as very common and nesting at Missoula and Spokane. 
Although not especially common at Libby, at least 2 
broods were reared. Solitary, Red-eyed and Warbling 
Vireos were widely noted in the Region. 
 
Warblers.—The Orange-crowned Warbler was singing 
in late May at Libby and was noted in late June near 
Missoula. The Nashville Warbler was noted at Missoula 
only as a May migrant and was not noted at Libby after 
June 1. Yellow Warblers, common as usual, had some 
young out of the nest in early July. Townsend's Warbler 
was noted at  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 11, Number 5  420 
 
several places in western Montana and eastern 
Washington at higher elevations. A nesting pair of 
Northern Water-thrushes was located at St. Marks, 
Idaho, June 16 (SOS) and another pair was observed 
repeatedly at Priest Lake, Idaho (V. Clough). The 
Black-capped Warbler seemed scarce in the Spokane 
area. Two males and a female, presumably migrants, 
were noted at Mt. Spokane on June 4 (LaFave). Hand 
reported one on Aug. 16 at Big Creek, Ravalli Co., 

Mont. and thinks it breeds there. Young Am. Redstarts 
were noted at Libby in early August (CC). The species 
seemed to be more plentiful there this year. 
 
Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—A few nesting pairs of 
Bobolinks were noted near St. Maries, Idaho, on June 
16 (SOS). Well-grown young Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
were seen at Ninepipe, July 30. Young Red-wings were 
first seen flying on June 18 at Missoula. A pair of 
Bullock's Orioles nested along the Little Spokane River 
(M. C. Haggin). Brewer's Blackbirds were feeding 
young at Missoula beginning on July 4. The (Bronzed) 
Purple Grackle was noted at Great Falls, June 12 (WH). 
 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks seemed rather 
common at Missoula until July 9, after which they were 
not seen. The species was scarce elsewhere. Lazuli 
Buntings were likewise common at Missoula, where a 
female was seen feeding young out of the nest on June 
18. Evening Grosbeaks practically disappeared from 
the lowlands at Missoula and Libby during June and 
July, returning late in the latter month. Cassin's Finch 
was common in the reporting localities and immatures 
were observed in late July and early August at Spokane. 
Pine Siskins were common to abundant. Red 
Crossbills, although not abundant, were reported quite 
regularly from several areas, particularly western 
Montana. 
 
Sparrows.—Young Spotted Towhees were seen at Libby 
in late June and early July. At Missoula young Vesper 
Sparrows were noted on the wing as early as June 24. 
Lark Sparrows were noted occasionally there. Oregon 
Juncos were apparently more numerous than in many 
years at Libby. From June 21 through Aug. 3, 27 
immature birds had been banded, twice as many as in 
the best previous year for the period. A few immature 
Chipping Sparrows were out of the nest by mid-June at 
Libby (Charlie Decker, ED.). A few Fox Sparrows were 
reported around Spokane and Libby and at Logan Pass, 
Glacier National Park (WH). Young Song Sparrows 
shortly out of the nest were found at Missoula on July 
10. An adult was noted carrying food at Libby on May 
30.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 
62, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1957 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Water, water everywhere 
and everybody is very happy. Even the Great Basin had 
water and breeding conditions were excellent. The only 
sour note came from the boom town of Durango in 
southwestern Colorado where they had much too 
much; the Animas River went on a rampage and 
birding was poor (Reames). Perhaps the most 
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significant report in this quarter is the remarkable 
concentration of shorebirds at Bear River Marshes on 
the north end of Great Salt Lake. We have reports 
from the three great duck nurseries of the Great Basin; 
namely, Bear River, Malheur and Klamath. Production 
was prodigious. I am tremendously indebted to the 
three government biologists who made most of this 
report possible: Leroy Giles of the Klamath Basin (Tule 
Lake); David Marshall of Malheur in eastern Oregon; 
and William Reid of Bear River Marshes. 
 
Grebes.—Leroy Giles in the Klamath Basin in south 
central Oregon reports the appearance of adult Horned 
Grebes in July on Upper Klamath Lake (2 on July 2, 10 
on July 12) which is new for Oregon. The Red-necked 
Grebe nested on Upper Klamath-3 nests were found 
and 8 broods. 
 
Swans.—The Trumpeter (mentioned in the previous 
report) that nested beside the highway in the National 
Elk Refuge just north of the town of Jackson lost her 
cygnet the first day (Greenwalt). However, the pair on 
the pond behind Jackson Lake Lodge raised 5 cygnets 
(Russell).  
 
Ducks and Geese.—The breeding season was good. At 
Bear River a new high for Redhead production 
occurred. The count was 140,750 on July 8 (this is their 
most common breeding species) but this figure 
included migrants as well. The high at Bear River for 
Pintail was 293,000 on Aug. 12 and 129,000 for Green-
winged Teal on the same date. Many of these birds are 
migrants since there is an early influx of migrants as 
soon as the breeding season is over. Klamath Basin 
consists of Tule Lake, Lower Klamath, Upper Klamath 
and Clear Lake Refuges. In the Basin the duck 
production is going up on Lower Klamath and 
declining at Tule Lake. This probably lies in the fact 
that Lower Klamath was developed for waterfowl and 
offers the most attractive habitat (Giles). Tule Lake has 
gradually been reduced in size and now contains two 
more or less open sumps that are principally resting 
areas. And as years go by more and more nesting will 
be on Lower Klamath. The highlight of the Klamath 
season was the discovery of Am. Widgeon nesting (2 
nests and 1 brood), which is the first actual record of 
their breeding. Production records at Klamath were: 
Canada Goose, 2,900, third year of production 
increase; Mallard, 14,810, unchanged; Gadwall, 14,250, 
19 per cent increase; Pintail, 4,450, highest production 
on record; Cinnamon Teal, 3,715, a  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 11, Number 5  421 
 
decline; Shoveller, 2,086, unchanged; Redhead, 18,367, 
a decline; Canvas-back, 66, unchanged; Lesser Scaup, 
3,255, highest production on record; Ruddy, 6,420, 

down; Am. Coot, 31,200 (breeding pairs were up but 
production was less). From Malheur (Marshall) we have 
a breeding population estimate, which is different from 
total production in Klamath and the peak 
concentrations which were mostly migrants at Bear 
River. Total concentrations at Malheur were 93,000 
Am. Coot; 80,000 ducks; and 3,800 geese on July 17. 
Breeding populations: Canada Goose, 5,000; Mallard, 
12,000; Gadwall, 7,000; Pintail, 1,500; Green-winged 
Teal, 800; Blue-winged Teal, 1,600 (very high); 
Cinnamon Teal, 11,000; Am. Widgeon, 1,800, in 
contrast to Bear River where none breed and Klamath 
where they found the first broods; Shoveller, 3,500; 
Redhead, 10,000; Canvas-back, 600; Lesser Scaup, 20; 
Ruddy, 1,300; merganser, 10; Am. Coot, 30,000. A 
Wood Duck was present at Malheur. Growing Monte 
Vista Refuge in southern Colorado reports a 30 per 
cent increase in duck nesting and the addition of two 
more breeding species—the Shoveller and Redhead 
(Bryant). New development there has been in marshes 
rather than using low meadow land. 
 
Hawks.—A Goshawk's nest was found near the 
Arizona Creek Ranger Station in Teton National Park 
(House). In general, the hawks seem to be becoming 
steadily scarcer in the West. 
 
Cranes.—The only large breeding concentration of 
Sandhills was reported from Malheur (Marshall) where 
there were 1,250. There are scattered pairs all over the 
Yellowstone–Grand Teton area. 
 
Shorebirds.—The fabulous concentrations of shorebirds 
at Bear River Marshes should be mentioned. They are 
the highest known in this Region. They follow: Willet, 
2,460; Greater Yellow-legs, 2,200; Lesser Yellow-legs, 
8000; Baird's Sandpiper, 20,000; dowitcher, 9,245; 
Western Sandpiper, 12,200; Marbled Godwit, 14,100; 
Am. Avocet, 12,935; Black-necked Stilt, 6,000; Wilson's 
Phalarope, 45,150; Northern Phalarope, 18,000. Most 
of these high concentrations were recorded from the 
last week of July to Aug. 12. Bear River had 275 Long-
billed Curlews on June 24, while Malheur had a 
breeding population of 500. These concentrations are 
in sharp contrast to the scattered pairs that can be 
found breeding in favorable spots all over the 
Wyoming Plateau. Lockerbie reported the largest 
concentration of Wilson's Phalarope he ever saw at 
Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake near Salt Lake 
City on July 24. Since Mr. Lockerbie has more 
experience in this Region than the rest of us, it must 
have been something special (¼ mile long and several 
hundred feet across). He did not estimate the numbers.  
 
Owls.—Condon reported 3 locations of reports of the 
Great Gray Owl this season from Yellowstone Park. 
This editor, on a back-packing trip, finally caught up 
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with this bird on the Beckler River in a remote area of 
the southwestern part of the Park on Aug. 17. 
Lamberton had one near Rawlins in central southern 
Wyoming on Aug. 7 and found a young bird on Aug. 
14 at a different spot. There is one on the north face of 
Casper Mountain (OKS) and one at Devils Tower in 
northeastern Wyoming. 
 
Hummers.—A Calliope Hummingbird got into a car at 
the Jackson Hole Biological Research Station in Teton 
National Park (House). These birds probably occur 
regularly in this region but are rarely identified. Mrs. 
Crews on the mesa at Hotchkiss in western Colorado 
reported few hummers this summer. They consumed 
only one-half pint of syrup a day. We presume this was 
because of the wet season and the abundance of other 
food. 
 
Woodpeckers.—The Arctic Woodpecker was seen at 
Devils Tower in the Black Hills on June 23 (Wyoming 
Aud. Soc.). Elsewhere over this state the Three-toed 
occurs except on the Yellowstone Plateau where there 
was a nest of the Arctic near Old Faithful (Condon). 
 
Warblers.—There were few reports of unusual interest. 
In general, owing to the season, all nesting was late. 
Mrs. Lamberton had a Tennessee Warbler in Rawlins, 
Aug. 11. 
 
Juncos.—Gleb Kasin reported on July 14 finding 
another nest in which the female was Pink-sided and 
the mate Gray-headed. This was on Majestic Peak in 
the Wasatch not far from Salt Lake City.—DR. 
OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1957 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This 
appears to have been the most successful breeding 
season in several years. The weather has been mild with 
much cloud cover. The season began early with Am. 
Robins reported hatched the first week in April. There 
is an unconfirmed report of a single pair of robins 
nesting 5 times! Whether these were all successful was 
unreported. Unusual records are cited in the body of 
the report. However, some birds, particularly robins, 
were having difficulties not noted in earlier years. 
Nineteen juvenile robins, brought to Mrs. Schumacher 
with paralyzed feet, and several other apparently 
healthy  
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ones, succumbed in spite of all efforts to save them, 
and a Northwestern Crow taken from a nest in June 
proved to have such faulty bone structure that it would 

have been a helpless cripple had it been kept alive. 
Most of the area covered by this report was originally a 
dense evergreen forest, with only a few natural breaks 
and little edge. The original bird population of this area 
was thus made up almost entirely of species that favor 
heavy heavy timber or feed in the upper story of the 
forest. These conditions prevailed in northern western 
Washington until only 50 or 60 years ago. 
Consequently, the original bird population was 
relatively limited, and it has been only recently that a 
larger variety of small land birds have been able to 
colonize the opened areas as they became more 
favorable. A paper published by J. M. Edson, the 
pioneer ornithologist of the Bellingham Bay area in 
Whatcom County, Washington, in 1919, gives one a 
good idea of the changes that have taken place since 
this date. The Killdeer was "occasional . . . seen only in 
fall and winter"; the Yellow-billed Cuckoo, which, to 
my knowledge, has not been noted in western 
Washington for nearly 20 years, is described as an 
occasional summer resident; the magpie was "common 
. . . except in summer"; the Common Bushtit was a 
"rare summer resident." The Am. Goldfinch first 
appeared in 1908 in numbers. The latter two species are 
still expanding their ranges northward into Canada. In 
the past 10 years we have seen the House Finch, the 
Brown-headed Cowbird and the Mourning Dove irrupt 
through western Oregon and Washington. We have, 
during this same time, seen the Common Nighthawk 
become almost exclusively a bird of city roof-tops in 
the Puget Sound area and the Purple Martin almost 
disappear from all areas except the downtown business 
sections of the cities. Many other subtle changes in bird 
populations are going on around us constantly, and it is 
to be hoped that alert observers will take these 
seriously and document them for future reference. 
 
Herons, Cormorants, Gulls.—A Great Blue heronry, 
visited on June 14, contained about 50 nests of half-
grown young. No Green Heron nests were found, but 
at least one bird was seen regularly at Newport, near 
Bellevue, east of Lake Washington. Double-crested 
Cormorants were breeding in the San Juan Islands for 
the first time in several years, at two places. On July 13 
no young were over a week old. Young Pelagic 
Cormorants at the same time were nearly grown and 
well covered with down and pinfeathers. On Protection 
Island, off Port Townsend, Glaucous-winged Gulls 
began laying about May 15. Nearly 900 banded there 
on July 20 were from about 1 to between 5 and 6 weeks 
old. Young California Gulls were showing up regularly 
by July 15 at the end of their westward migration from 
inland breeding grounds. 
 
Alcids, Doves.—Young Pigeon Guillemots about a week 
old were found on Flower Island, in the San Juan 
Islands, July 14. On July 13 a Tufted Puffin nest was 
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found to contain an incubated egg. Band-tailed Pigeons 
and Mourning Doves both appeared to have had a 
good season. There were large numbers of Band-tails 
feeding on elderberries in July and August, and 7 
Mourning Doves were seen in one morning in July near 
Lake Washington. 
 
Passerines.—As stated in the introduction, passerines 
enjoyed a very good breeding season. In July most 
species showed a notable number of juveniles and 
immatures about, and netting of Traill's Flycatchers 
resulted in the banding of about 25, all juveniles but 
one. Warblers, Western Tanagers, Am. Goldfinches, 
White-crowned and Savannah Sparrows showed very 
notable increases. The first authenticated nesting of the 
Common Starling occurred on Mrs. Kline's place near 
Blaine. A pair reared two broods, the first of 5, the 
second of 4, and one of the latter was taken for study 
by the Editor. Brown-headed Cowbirds were observed 
in many areas, and juveniles being fed by small birds 
were noted from the Portland area, about Seattle, 
Blaine, the San Juan Islands and Comox, Vancouver 
Island. Apparently this not-entirely-welcome icterid is 
now well established and multiplying. In early July a 
young Bullock's Oriole fell out of a nest at Issaquah, 
King County, about 8 miles east of Seattle toward the 
mountains. It is destined for the Woodland Park Zoo 
when it is in better plumage. House Finches were 
encountered breeding all over western Washington 
during the spring and summer; their residence seems to 
be well established. This favorable spring and summer 
season should have partly compensated for some of the 
poor seasons immediately past, and it is hoped that the 
residents that have "taken a beating" for the past 
several years may have had a chance to recoup some of 
their losses.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 West 53rd 
Ave., Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 
 
 

End 1957 
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1958 
 
Autumn Migration, 1957 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The autumn period was, generally 
speaking, mild, interrupted by a few storms. Billings, 
Mont. had brief snow flurries which soon melted. 
Bozeman, Mont. had a storm period with snow in late 
September. Western Montana and eastern Washington 
had blizzard conditions from Oct. 21 to 23 but the 
snow melted in a few days. At Calgary, Alta. 
temperatures dropped from the 70's to the 20's on Oct. 
3, and 7 inches of snow fell. Subsequently heavy 
snowfalls, alternating with Chinook winds which 
cleared the ground, set the weather pattern there. Most 
of the prairie sloughs and small lakes remained frozen 
there but larger bodies of water were partly open. 

 
Ralph Hand, speaking for the Missoula, Mont. area, 
said that it was a poor fall for birds, both as to number 
of species and as to individuals. Davis, at Bozeman, 
remarked that "more shorebirds seem to have been 
observed this fall and unusually large flocks of geese, 
both Canada and Snow. Larger numbers than usual of 
such migratory birds as Mourning Doves, Common 
Nighthawks, Mountain Bluebirds and Audubon's 
Warblers seemed to linger on into late September and 
early October." In general, however, it appeared that 
migrational movements were about on schedule, 
although there were many reports of late-staying 
individuals. Early storms appeared to have forced 
movements of a few species. The migration picture this 
fall has been enhanced by the reports of many persons 
not previously contributing. Dave Skaar of Bozeman, 
Gene Hendricks of Billings, and members of the 
Calgary Bird Club must be mentioned particularly. 
Reports from even more localities are still needed, 
however. S. O. Stanley has again reported for the 
Spokane Bird Club for eastern Washington, Ralph 
Hand for the Missoula area, and C. V. Davis for 
Bozeman while E. D. Beacham is to be thanked for the 
Calgary Bird Club report. 
 

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—The Common Loon 
was reported from more localities than usual, probably 
because of the increase in the number of observers 
reporting. Between Oct. 27 and Nov. 16 the big birds 
were seen near Spokane, Calgary, Billings and on Loon 
Lake between Libby and Kalispell, Mont. Grebes were 
widely noted. Of special interest were 2 Red-necked 
Grebes on the Spokane River near Spokane from Oct. 
21 to 29 (Hall, LaFave). About 200 Eared Grebes were 
on the Madison River and Reservoir near Bozeman on 
Oct. 20 (Skaar). A Western Grebe seen at Rattlesnake 
Lake near Billings on Nov. 13 was believed to be the 
same bird that was found on the streets of Laurel, 
Mont. in late October and released at that lake. Up to 
30 White Pelicans were seen on the Madison Reservoir 
in early September (Skaar) and a few were on 
Rattlesnake Lake near Billings the last of the month. A 
Black-crowned Night Heron was seen, Sept. 1, in Park 
County, Mont. (Skaar). Two September records of the 
Snowy Egret came from the Bozeman area (Skaar). 
 
Waterfowl.—A spectacular 150 Whistling Swans rested 
on the slough at Reardan, Wash. on Oct. 17. Turnbull 
Refuge had some 3,500 Canada Geese in mid-October 
but the number had dwindled to about a third as many 
a month later (Spokane Daily Chronicle, Nov. 13). Flocks 
were passing over Bozeman throughout October. Snow 
Geese made noteworthy movements the first week of 
October, apparently driven south by snow and 
dropping temperatures. Hundreds crisscrossed over 
Calgary during the night of Oct. 1-2 and many flocks 
passed over Missoula, Oct. 3-5. On the morning of 
Oct. 23, after the storm at least 1,000 rested briefly on 
the outskirts of Missoula. Most ducks seemed to bypass 
the Spokane area again this fall. Only about 12,000 to 
15,000 were at Turnbull (Spokane Daily Chronicle for 
Nov. 22). A late date of Nov. 6 for Blue-winged Teal 
was obtained at Reardan by Hall and LaFave. Am. 
Golden-eyes arrived in small numbers at Reardan, 
Wash, on the early date of Sept. 21 (Hall) and a few 
Barrow's were observed around Spokane in November 
and near Calgary, Sept. 28. A few Bale-heads were 
noted at most reporting localities. Noteworthy was a 
White-winged Scoter at Reardan, Nov. 6 (LaFave). 
 
Vultures, Hawks and Eagles.—The latest date for the 
Turkey Vulture was Sept. 18, one bird west of 
Bozeman. A migration of 100 or more Swainson's 
Hawks was observed on the windy day of Sept. 7 at 
Reardan, Wash. (Stanley). The Rough-legged Hawk had 
not yet appeared at Billings, although the species 
arrived in October last year. Skaar noted the bird, Nov. 
11, in Gallatin County and one was noted within ten 
feet before flying, at Four Lakes, Wash., Oct. 13. At 
least 3 immature Bald Eagles were shot in mistake for 
Golden Eagles, which are the only raptors not 
protected in Alberta. 
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Shorebirds and Gulls.—The area around Spokane 
supplied many unusual records for this group of birds. 
It was the only area reporting the Sora and Virginia 
Rail, both as late as Oct. 13 (Hall, LaFave, S.B.C.). The 
Am. Golden Plover was noted (singles) at Kennewick, 
Wash, on Aug. 17 (Hall) and at Reardan, Sept. 23 
(LaFave). A Ruddy Turnstone, believed to be the first 
fall record for the area, was observed at Reardan on 
Sept. 14-15. Other shorebird observations were 
numerous; only a few can be included here. A 
Semipalmated Plover appeared at Cow Lake in the 
Spokane area, Aug. 26 (LaFave). The rare Stilt 
Sandpiper was noted at Reardan, late August (LaFave), 
at Shepard, Alta., Sept. 11, and at Bozeman (Skaar). On 
the same date at Shepard were observed, among other 
species: Sanderling, Northern Phalarope, both Long- 
and Short-billed Dowitcher, Am. Avocet and Marbled 
Godwit. Hand had a very close view of a Semipalmated 
Sandpiper,  
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July 31, at Missoula and also noted the species at 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Lake Co., 
Mont. An immature jaeger, a Parasitic or Long-tailed, 
was picked up dead on the road by Reardan Slough, 
Sept. 28 (LaFave). California Gulls were still on 
Madison Lake near Bozeman in large numbers on Oct. 
20 (Skaar) and Franklin's were moving south during 
mid-September around Calgary in flocks of 200 to 300 
(Margaret J. Cope and W. D. Bell). A Franklin's Gull 
was noted at Spokane on Oct. 16 (LaFave) and a few 
Bonaparte's were seen at the same city during October 
(LaFave, Hall, A. Walker). A Caspian Tern was seen at 
O'Sullivan Dam, south of Moses Lake, Wash., Aug. 19 
(Hall). 
 
Owls.—All owl records were from Calgary. The only 
Snowy Owl reported thus far this fall was a bird with a 
broken wing picked up by two hunters at Chestermere 
Lake and turned in to the Calgary Zoo, Nov. 9 (N. 
Winnick). Short-eared Owls, fairly numerous last fall, 
were sparsely reported in the Calgary area. The first 
Hawk Owl of the winter was observed at Bragg Creek, 
west of Calgary, Nov. 12 (E. D. Beacham, J. Clarke). 
 
Nighthawks, Hummingbirds.—Latest records for the 
Common Nighthawk were on Sept. 24 (Bozeman; 
Spokane, 1 bird, ED.). Female and/or immature 
Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds were still at 
feeders near Spokane on Sept. 9 (Vee Nealey, Connie 
Smedley). 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Two Lewis's Woodpeckers 
were still at Banff, Alta. on Sept. 15. The rare White-
headed Woodpecker was noted, Nov. 3, near Priest 

Lake, in northern Idaho (J. Johns). Two late-staying 
flycatchers were an Empidonax on Mount Spokane on 
Sept. 15 and an Olive-sided Flycatcher on Salmo 
Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Sept. 9 
(LaFave). 
 
Swallows.—A few late Violet-green Swallows were still 
at Spokane on Sept. 20 (ED.), a late date, and a few 
Tree Swallows tarried in the same area until Sept. 15. 
At Reardan, Wash. about 1,000 Bank Swallows had 
gathered on Aug. 29. On September 14 at the same 
place a mixed flock of about 200 Bank and Rough-
winged had congregated. Near Calgary 2 Barn Swallows 
lingered too long and were found, Oct. 4, half-frozen, 
in a barn, where they had been caught when winter 
struck the Region (L. Bonner). 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers.—A pair of Blue 
Jays, uncommon in the Calgary region, was seen at 
Priddis on Nov. 12 (EDB, JC). A few Steller's Jays were 
noted in the valleys during the period: 1 at Missoula, 4 
at Columbia Falls, Mont. (Ruth Rogers), and 2 at Pend 
Oreille Lake in northern Idaho (John V. Dennis). The 
Brown-capped Chickadee, the least reported of the 
four chickadee species in this Region, was noted, Sept. 
11, at Bowness Park near Calgary (C.B.C., J. 
Livingston); they were quite plentiful at Elbow Falls 
near Calgary on Nov. 12 (EDB, JC). The Brown 
Creeper staged a "minor invasion" at Calgary in 
November. Some observers reported it to be the first 
time they had seen the species. 
 
Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes.—The Am. Dipper put in its 
appearance on the Stillwater River southeast of Billings, 
Aug. 17, and later at Missoula and Spokane. Three 
Long-billed Marsh Wrens were still at Turnbull on 
Nov. 18. The bulk of- the Am. Robin population 
appeared to have migrated before mid-October. The 
last bird at Calgary was noted on Oct. 5 in the snow. 
Scattered individuals, who probably will winter, 
remained behind at various localities. A Varied Thrush 
at Bowness Park on Sept. 11 constituted one of the few 
sight records for the Calgary region. A few were noted 
at Missoula, Spokane and Harrington, Wash. in 
October. A flock of 50 Hermit Thrushes was 
encountered on Salmo Mountain on Sept. 10 (LaFave) 
and one stayed in Stanley's yard in Spokane for 3 days 
in early October. The Veery was noted as late as the 
first week of September at Spokane (Hall), Missoula 
and Bozeman (Skaar). A few Mountain Bluebirds 
lingered until Oct. 12 near Bozeman (Skaar) and the 
13th at Spokane. 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets were 
last reported in Spokane yards, Nov. 3. Hand reported 
the migration at Missoula as very sparse. A very good 
movement of Water Pipits was reported from eastern 
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Washington, Calgary, Missoula and Bozeman. Large 
flocks were noted during September and early October. 
Cedar Waxwings were still at Spokane at the end of the 
period and the always welcome first visit of Bohemian 
Waxwings was surprisingly early there—Sept. 15! The 
birds were unusually late at Missoula (Nov. 22). 
Nowhere had they yet built up to flocks of several 
hundred to a thousand or more. 
 
Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—Shrike records were common, 
as shrike records go. Most were considered to be the 
Gray Shrike. Davis found the species more common 
than usual around Bozeman, where 2 were seen 
hunting in a flock of Bohemian Waxwings. Common, 
numerous and increasing were the adjectives applied to 
the Common Starling, except for Spokane, where no 
large flock was noted this fall. The latest vireo record 
was of one Solitary in a yard in Spokane on Oct. 29 (A. 
Walker). Single Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos were still 
at Bozeman the second week of September (Skaar). 
 
Warblers.—The Nashville Warbler, reported only from 
Spokane, was last noted there on Aug. 28 (Nealey, 
Smedley). These observers also had an unusually late 
Yellow Warbler record, Sept. 22. At Missoula a late 
record of Sept. 12 was secured. Myrtle Warblers were 
noted migrating between Sept. 14 and 22 in Park and 
Gallatin Counties (Skaar). Audubon's Warblers were 
"exceedingly numerous" along the Yellowstone River, 
near Billings, Oct. 9. Macgillivray's Warbler, a single 
bird, was still at Missoula on Sept. 10. Black-capped 
Warblers were seen in eastern Washington, at Bozeman 
and Billings, but were absent for the second 
consecutive fall at Missoula. The Am. Redstart was 
noted at Bozeman the second week of September 
(Skaar). 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Some Western 
Meadowlarks stayed late, particularly at Missoula, where 
a flock of 30 remained at least until the third week of 
November and one bird was singing on the last day of 
the month! Even as far north as Calgary a bird of this 
species and also a Brown-headed Cowbird were seen 
on Nov. 29 (L. Bonner). Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
were last seen at Missoula on Sept. 19 (late) but a single 
straggler remained at  
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Turnbull until Oct. 13. At Reardan, Wash., a flock of 
100 Brewer's Blackbirds was still present on Oct. 10, 
but the majority of individuals had left during 
September. Two Purple Grackle (Bronzed) stragglers 
stayed around until the first week in September, one at 
Bozeman (Skaar), and the other at Billings. Western 
Tanagers were migrating until mid-September. Many 

were killed by striking windows on the campus of 
Montana State College at Bozeman. 
 
Finches.—A total of 3 Black-headed Grosbeaks was 
noted at Spokane, between Aug. 17 and 20, the only fall 
records for the species. Evening Grosbeaks appeared in 
about the usual numbers. Cassin's Finch apparently 
remained no longer than September. Pine Grosbeaks 
were appearing during November. Every reporting 
locality had them except Spokane. About 60 Gray-
crowned Rosy Finches (including Hepburn's race) fed 
along the highway by Loon Lake between Libby and 
Kalispell, Mont. on Oct. 27 (ED.). The species was 
noted at Calgary (A. Schulse), Bozeman and McAllister, 
Mont. (Dennis). The Common Redpoll first appeared 
on Oct. 21 (early) at Missoula and occurred widely and 
abundantly throughout the Region, according to all 
reporting. Pine Siskins were in the process of 
disappearing at about the same time, only a few birds 
staying into November. Red Crossbills were noted (a 
few) only at Spokane, and the scarce White-winged 
Crossbills were reported at Banff during October (T. E. 
Randall). A flock of 80 of the latter species on Salmo 
Mountain, northeastern Washington on Nov. 10 
(LaFave), must have been a sight long to remember. 
 
Sparrows.—A Spotted Towhee still at Spokane on Oct. 
10 may possibly winter there. Savannah Sparrows were 
migrating from late August through September, with a 
few remaining into early October at Missoula. Vesper 
Sparrows remained late in September at Missoula and 
Bozeman (Skaar). No Lark Sparrow was noted after 
August. Oregon Juncos occurred sparsely (Missoula) to 
abundantly. With them were a very few Slate-colored 
Juncos, at Spokane, Missoula, Carseland, Alta. and 
Billings. Am. Tree Sparrows were passing through the 
Calgary area between Oct. 12 and 27 (MJC, EDB, JC, 
Kay Hodges). Two in Spokane on Sept. 12 furnished 
an early record for Stanley. A flock of 15-20 appeared 
after the storm at Missoula, Oct. 23. A single bird on 
Oct. 2 gave Billings its first record for the season. 
Chipping Sparrows nearly stayed September out at 
several localities. Two at Reardan, Sept. 29, were the 
last seen. White-crowned Sparrows were migrating 
between Aug. 27 (1 immature at Spokane, ED.) and 
mid-October (also Spokane). The sparingly reported 
Lincoln's Sparrow was last noted at Reardan, Sept. 29. 
Lapland Longspurs appear on the way to becoming 
regular migrants through Missoula. Hand watched a 
flock of 35 or 40 at close range on Oct. 23 after the 
storm. The species was noted there between Sept. 9 
and Oct. 28. Hand suggests that possibly the species is 
extending its migration route westward. Chestnut-
collared Longspurs were flocking with Horned Larks 
along the highways around Billings in late September. 
Snow Buntings arrived in numbers in the Calgary area, 
Nov. 10 (perhaps 600 birds). The storm of late 
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October may have brought them to Missoula, where 
small numbers appeared, the first record Hand has had 
there since 1946.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 
Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1957 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The wet season 
continued and all areas report fine water conditions. 
The duck migration set new records. Even Harney 
Lake west of Malheur had enough water for large 
concentrations of waterfowl (259,000). The irruption of 
field mice in the Klamath Basin has gotten completely 
out of hand. It is reported to be the largest mouse 
infestation in the United States.  

 
The normal checks and balances such as hawks and 
owls, and coyotes and bobcats, etc., have been unable 
to operate, because of predator control. Hawk 
populations in the West are only a fraction of what they 
used to be. There has been a relative increase in hawks 
and owls in the Klamath Basin, however: 23 
Swainson's, Sept. 23; 50 Marsh Hawks, Nov. 27; 33 
Sparrow Hawks, Aug. 28; 78 Short-eared Owls, Oct. 
29—all record highs for recent years. The mice on the 
farmlands have eaten virtually all of the spilled and 
waste grain which is ordinarily gleaned by geese and 
ducks from the Refuges. Now the mice have moved 
out, taking seeds of weeds and native plants. Winter 
starvation of the pheasants and quail is feared as a 
result. Man, having completely fouled up the balance of 
nature, will have to resort to large scale poisoning. This 
will, incidentally, kill numbers of birds, too. The 
taxpayers through the Federal government have hired 
predator control men whose job it is to kill coyotes and 
bobcats; they are efficient and effective. There is 
growing resentment against them on the part of the 
cattle ranchers, but the West desperately needs more 
education on the feeding habits of its predatory birds 
and mammals in relation to our ecology as a whole, so 
that we will get some protection for these birds and 
mammals. In central Wyoming the Standard Oil 

Company of Indiana, in connection with the North 
Platte River pollution control at its Casper Refinery, is 
now pumping its industrial waste into the prairie where 
it goes through some settling ponds and accumulates as 
good water in further ponds. The area has been set up 
as a refuge and the result is sensational. Shorebirds and 
ducks we didn't know existed in these parts have 
shown up. I am tremendously indebted to the Fish and 
Wildlife  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 12, Number 1  47 
 
Service biologists at Klamath, Malheur and Bear River 
marshes who made much of this report possible. They 
are Leroy Giles, David Marshall, and William Reid, 
respectively. 
 
Herons.—A Little Blue Heron was collected at Bear 
River Marshes on the north end of Great Salt Lake on 
Sept. 4. Apparently, this is the first record for the state 
of Utah. 
 
Swans.—Ernest Greenwalt of the National Elk Refuge 
in Jackson Hole, in the shadows of the Tetons in 
western Wyoming, reports 35 Trumpeter Swans in 
November, down from last year's high of 58. There 
were 7 cygnets this year. Flat Creek, where these birds 
congregate, is kept open by warm springs. On Nov. 26, 
Malheur in eastern Oregon had 18,000 Whistling 
Swans, which is estimated as half of the flyway's 
population. This is a new high for Malheur. Bear River 
had 18,150 on Nov. 22 which is a good show but no 
record. 
 
Geese.—The flight in the Klamath Basin was early and 
not so good as usual. The White-front peak was on 
Oct. 7, with only 141,000. The other common goose 
there, the Snow Goose, peaked at the same figure on 
Oct. 21. Last year there were almost twice as many. 
The geese at Malheur and Bear River total only a 
fraction of these figures, 26,000 and 10,000, 
respectively. 
 
Ducks.—The enormous numbers of ducks estimated at 
the three great Refuges of Klamath, Malheur, and Bear 
River stagger the imagination. As usual the Pintail takes 
top honors. There were 4,049,000 at Klamath on Oct. 
7; 93,000 at Malheur, Oct. 22, and 453,000 at Bear 
River on Sept. 9. The Mallard broke all records with 
242,000, Oct. 7, at Klamath. The Gadwall high of these 
three refuges was 42,000 at Bear River on Oct. 8. The 
Green-winged Teal, as is customary, is ever so much 
more common at Bear River with 300,000 on Oct. 16, a 
high figure for that duck. The Am. Widgeon held high 
honors and closed with 191,000 at Klamath, Nov. 4, 
and 149,500 at Bear River, Sept. 30. Shoveller high goes 
to Malheur with 212,000 on Nov. 5, a new high. The 
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other two refuges had high numbers of Shovellers but 
no records. Redhead top honors go to Bear River as 
usual, with 78,000, Oct. 21. The Canvas-back made a 
very good showing with a top of 153,000 at Malheur on 
Oct. 22, a new record. There were also high figures at 
both Klamath (50,000) and Bear River (81,000). The 
Lesser Scaup is much less common with highs of 
20,000 at both Klamath and Bear River. The Ruddy 
Duck is the only other duck recorded in big numbers. 
Klamath had 174,000 on Oct. 30, the highest count on 
record. The Mallard population at Monte Vista Refuge 
in southern Colorado has been steadily building up. 
There were 57,000 there by the end of the season 
(Bryant). Rare ducks include an Old-squaw at Klamath 
on Nov. 29, and an accidental record with specimen 
preserved; two records of White-winged Scoters at 
Klamath, both taken by hunters. The Wood Duck was 
recorded with 5 at Malheur, Oct. 9, 3 at Klamath, Oct. 
12, and 1 at Nampa, Idaho, Nov. 7 (Shaw). Elsewhere, 
a Surf Scoter and an Am. Scoter showed up at Standard 
Oil Lake at Casper in central Wyoming on Oct. 27. 
Both these last records are accidental and I wouldn't 
believe them if I hadn't seen them myself (OKS). The 
most remarkable event of the whole migration was the 
mass exodus of the Pintail and other ducks from Tule 
Lake on the night of Oct. 13. The number went from 
approximately 3,702,000 ducks to 377,000; 3 million 
moved out overnight. An explanation given was that 
the hunting season opened on Oct. 12, but at Lower 
Klamath next door the population dropped from 
895,000 to 207,000 the day before the season opened. 
As far as could be seen, the weather had nothing to do 
with it. Incidentally, Klamath still had no freeze-up at 
the end of this season and Bear River just froze. 
 
Hawks.—There were two reports of Goshawks from 
the Medicine Bow Mountains near Laramie in 
southeastern Wyoming on Sept. 30 and Oct. 12 
(House). 
 
Shorebirds.—There was a very good flight. Two Ruddy 
Turnstones turned up at the Standard Oil Lake at 
Casper in central Wyoming on Sept. 22 (OKS), the 
second record for the state. This was true also for an 
Am. Golden Plover, Sept. 15 (OKS), seen at the same 
place. A Hudsonian Curlew at Klamath on Sept. 11 was 
only the third record for the area. A Red-backed 
Sandpiper on Sept. 8 at Clear Lake is the first fall 
record for the Klamath Basin. Great numbers of 
shorebirds frequented Bear River Marshes but nothing 
very remarkable was seen. The same holds for Malheur 
although there were 15 Black-bellied Plover there on 
Oct. 2. A scattering of Black-bellied Plover reports 
came from all over the Region, but usually only 1 or 2 
at a time. 
 

Gulls.—An immature Sabine's Gull was seen at the 
Standard Oil Lake at Casper in central Wyoming on 
Sept. 29 (OKS). This bird has been reported more 
frequently inland in the last few years. 
 
Owls.—Anna Strahan reported 3 pairs of Great Gray 
Owls from the vicinity of Fort Klamath near the 
northern end of the basin, which puts this area tops in 
Great Gray Owls. There are 2 more reports of these 
birds from Yellowstone Park: one east of Canyon 
village, Aug. 29 (Kashin) and the other in June 
(Hendricks) at Natural Bridge. 
 
Land Birds (general).—This area is so widely separated 
geographically and climatically that it is very hard to 
characterize the land-bird migration. There was a 
notable concentration of warblers in the Klamath Basin 
on Oct. 12 but no correlation from anywhere else. Mrs. 
Hanesworth at Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming 
heard a considerable migration of birds the night of 
Aug. 26, and on the next day many migrants were 
present. 
 
Hummingbirds.—The extremely wet season cut down on 
hummer attendance at Mrs. Crews' place at Hotchkiss 
in the mesa area of western Colorado. Only Black-
chinned were seen and less syrup was eaten than in any 
year since she started. 
 
Jays.—A Blue Jay showed up in Casper in central 
Wyoming, Oct. 8 (OKS), and one at Cheyenne, Sept. 
23 (Grier). The bird normally inhabits northeastern 
Wyoming in the Black Hills and extreme eastern 
Wyoming in the valley of the North Platte. Both areas 
contain oak trees. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—A Red-eyed Vireo was found dead at 
Durango on Sept. 12 (Reames). This bird  
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is unknown in southwestern Colorado. A Black-
throated Blue Warbler was seen, Oct. 9, at Refuge 
Headquarters at Malheur (Marshall) which must be a 
first record for the state of Oregon. An Am. Redstart in 
Salt Lake City on Aug. 25 is unusual (Kashin). 
 
Grosbeaks, Crossbills, Buntings.—Two Blue Grosbeaks 
were reported from southern Utah at Springdale, south 
of Zion Park, Sept. 3 (Kashin). White-winged 
Crossbills showed up in numbers in the Klamath Basin 
in October (Ken McLeod). Four Snow Buntings were 
seen at Lower Klamath Lake on Nov. 8, an unusual 
bird in that area (Giles). It is more commonly seen 
farther north and east.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 
437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
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Autumn Migration, 1957 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The Fall 
Season in this Region was characterized by its mild 
temperatures and lack of frontal passages. It was the 
general feeling of most observers that the passerines 
had had an excellent season, and the early fall was 
marked by large numbers of immatures. Only Theed 
Pearse, at Comox on Vancouver Island, complained of 
a scarcity of land birds. Shorebirding, on the other 
hand, was disappointing. We were most fortunate in 
securing additional observers, in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, and in western Oregon, areas which have 
been poorly covered, if at all, for some time.  

             
This, it is hoped, will give us much additional data, 
particularly on migration.  
 
Loons, Grebes, Tube-noses, Cormorants, Herons.—Common 
Loons were slightly more numerous than usual; the 
Red-throated and Arctic were scarce (Theed Pearse, A. 
R. Davidson). Western Grebes were first noted at 
Blaine, Wash. Sept. 15. Twelve hundred were in 
Saanich Inlet near Victoria, British Columbia, on Sept. 
28. Theed Pearse reported that the migration of 
Western Grebes from the interior of British Columbia 
reaches the east coast of Vancouver Island at Oyster 
Bay. A count there on Oct. 17 showed about 2,200 to 
2,400 birds present. Horned and Eared Grebes were 
first seen on Aug. 13 at Victoria. One Eared Grebe in 
North Portland, Oreg., Oct. 5, was unusual, as the 
species is only a straggler in the area (Harry Nehls). 
One hundred Red-necked Grebes were seen, Sept. 1, at 
Victoria. From one to 8 Black-footed Albatrosses were 
always in sight from 5 to 25 miles off Depoe Bay, 
Oreg. Aug. 17 (Tom McAllister). This may be a new 
Oregon record of abundance at this season. Few Sooty 
Shearwaters were seen; 6 were reported off Victoria, 
Sept. 9, and some were also reported off Point Roberts, 

Wash., Oct. 5 (Mr. and Mrs. Hesse). A Slender-billed 
Shearwater was retrieved alive from the surf on the 
north beach of Grays Harbor, Wash. on Sept. 14. 
Double-crested and Pelagic Cormorants were common 
at Victoria and Vancouver, B. C. from late summer on, 
but Brandt's were recorded only from Victoria. Green 
Herons were regularly seen in the Bellevue area, east of 
Lake Washington (Walter Hagenstein). Am. Bitterns 
were reported from that locality until Sept. 8, and one 
was seen in North Portland, Oct. 5 (HN). There are 
few records for western Oregon. 
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were reported from near 
Ladner, B. C., Oct. 13 (Anthony J. Erskine, R.  
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Wesdon) and 2 adults and 4 young near Blaine, Wash., 
Oct. 27 (Lucile H. Kline). One was seen in North 
Portland, Oct. 5. A (Cackling) Canada Goose was at 
Spanish Banks, Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 6, and one was 
brought through a waterfowl check point at Ladner, B. 
C., Oct. 13. White-fronted Geese were migrating in 
large numbers over the ocean beaches of Grays Harbor 
County, Wash., Sept. 14-15. Five Gadwalls were 
reported from Blaine, Oct. 27. Pintails were first seen at 
Victoria, Aug. 25; Bellevue, Sept. 7. Green-winged Teal 
came in to Bellevue, Aug. 18, and to Victoria, Aug. 20. 
Several Blue-winged Teal were with Green-wings at 
Grays Harbor, Sept. 14-15. Most Blue-wings were gone 
from the Vancouver, B. C. area by Oct. 12, although 
single birds were checked through on Oct. 12, 13 and 
19. One European Widgeon was seen in Beacon Hill 
Park, Victoria. Am. Widgeon arrived at Bellevue, Sept. 
5. Shovellers were seen on Aug. 17 at Victoria and Aug. 
30 at Bellevue. Redheads (2) and Canvas-backs were 
reported at Victoria, Oct. 22. Ring-necked Ducks 
arrived on Sept. 15 and Canvasbacks, Oct. 6, at 
Bellevue. Greater Scaup were seen on Sept. 26 at 
Victoria, and on Oct. 22 at Blaine. Am. Golden-eyes 
arrived on Oct. 27 at Victoria; Nov. 8 at Spanish Banks, 
Vancouver, B. C.; and Nov. 22 at Blaine. Barrow's 
Golden-eyes were first seen at Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 
27; by Nov. 24 they totaled at least 120. Favorite 
wintering areas for this species are Stanley Park and 
English Bay where they greatly outnumber Am. 
Golden-eyes; at Spanish Banks the American 
outnumbers the Barrow's 10 to 1. Buffleheads were 
first seen at Blaine, Oct. 27; at Victoria, Nov 2; and 
Bellevue, Nov. 4. There was a heavy migration of Old-
squaws at Point Roberts, Oct. 16 (over 800 in 2 hours) 
and 60 were seen there, Oct. 30. 
 
Hawks, Cranes and Rails.—A Turkey Vulture seen at 
Medford, Oreg., Oct. 7, was late (Thomas McCamant). 
A dark phase Gyrfalcon and 2 Peregrine Falcons were 
seen at Point Roberts, Oct. 16 (AJE, A. Persson, J. 
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Hill). A Peregrine was repeatedly observed at Grays 
Harbor, Sept. 14, once in pursuit of Green-winged 
Teal. Mrs. Kline at Blaine reported seeing 24 Sparrow 
Hawks between Sept. 17 and 21. Six Sandhill Cranes 
were observed by Frank Richardson in the Snohomish 
River Valley, north of Seattle, where they remained 
from Oct. 4 to 8. A Virginia Rail was found dead at 
Harper, west of Seattle, on Sept. 8 (Seattle Audubon 
Society) and a dead Sora was picked up, Sept. 3, in 
south Seattle. 
 
Shorebirds.—Most shorebirds have been scarcer than 
usual, and the migration was disappointing along the 
ocean beaches. Two Am. Golden Plover were seen 
near Cape Flattery, Wash., Aug. 25, by Dr. and Mrs. 
John Holyoke. A number of immature Ruddy 
Turnstones were seen at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14, and 
two were reported from Clover Point, Victoria, Aug. 
17. A few Wandering Tattlers were seen at Victoria, 
beginning on Aug. 25. Greater Yellow-legs were scarce 
at Comox, but regular elsewhere. Both species of 
yellow-legs were well represented at Grays Harbor on 
Sept. 14, and 3 Lessers were at Blaine, Sept. 10 (LHK). 
The Rock Sandpiper arrived at Victoria, Nov. 5. A 
flock of at least 25 Pectoral Sandpipers was seen at 
Grays Harbor, Sept. 14. Red-backed Sandpipers were 
first seen at Bellevue, Sept. 16, but none had arrived at 
Grays Harbor on that date. About 2,000 were reported 
at Blaine, Nov. 28. A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was 
identified near Cape Flattery, Aug. 25 (JH). Jaegers 
through Alcids.—Parasitic Jaegers were seen regularly, 
200 off Point Roberts, Oct. 2; 4 on Oct. 16 and 5 on 
Oct. 30. A Long-tailed Jaeger "in striking black and 
white plumage" was identified 20 miles off Depoe Bay, 
Aug. 17 (TMcA). This species is on the hypothetical list 
in Birds of Oregon; there is one recent record. California 
Gulls arrived at Victoria, July 14; they were all gone by 
the end of the period. Pearse reported a decided 
migration of this species on Oct. 15. Two Ring-billed 
Gulls were identified at Victoria, Oct. 24. Short-billed 
Gulls were present in large numbers at Comox early in 
the fall. One hundred sixty-one Bonaparte's Gulls were 
seen at Blaine on Aug. 26. A flock of 5 in winter 
plumage 18 miles off Depoe Bay, Aug. 16, is an early 
fall coastal record. Two adult Heermann's Gulls were 
seen on Oct. 30 at Spanish Banks. A Sabine's Gull off 
Victoria, Oct. 5, was unusual (ARD). Common Terns 
were observed at Victoria from Sept. 4 to the beginning 
of October. The last were seen at Vancouver, B. C., 
Oct. 10. Davidson saw a total of 120 adult and 
immature Marbled Murrelets off Sidney, north of 
Victoria, Aug. 17. 
 
Doves, Owls, Goatsuckers, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—
Mourning Doves were last seen at Bellevue, Sept. 29, 
and near New Westminster, B. C., Oct. 13. Band-tailed 
Pigeons were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 24. A Short-

eared Owl was at Blaine, Oct. 27, and one at Victoria, 
Nov. 6. The last Common Nighthawks were at Blaine, 
Sept. 5. Vaux's Swifts (3) last appeared in south Seattle, 
Sept. 7 (Bob and Elsie Boggs). A flock of about 100 
Black Swifts was seen on Sept. 1 at Victoria. A male 
Black-chinned Hummingbird was observed in the 
Columbia Gorge, 28 miles east of Portland, Aug. 26 
(Elson Fosbury). This is the first sight record of the 
species west of the Cascade summit in Oregon. Rufous 
Hummingbirds were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 1, and at 
Medford, Oct. 13 (late). Three young of a brood of 6 
Lewis's Woodpeckers raised at Victoria were still 
present at the end of the period, the first of this species 
to be seen for a number of years. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays.—Traill's Flycatchers were last 
recorded at Blaine, Sept. 11. The last immatures were 
netted at Bellevue, Sept. 8; a late date was for Medford, 
Sept. 23 (TMcC). Western Flycatchers were moving out 
of Vancouver, B. C. by Sept. 15. Western Wood 
Pewees and Olive-sided Flycatchers were last seen at 
Blaine, Aug. 30 and Sept. 3, respectively. Violet-green 
Swallows left Blaine, Sept. 12; Portland, Oct. 6 and 
Medford, Oct. 7. Tree Swallows were last seen at 
Blaine, July 27. They were present at Bellevue in small 
numbers with other swallows during the first half of 
September, and were last seen at Medford, Oct. 4. Barn 
Swallows departed from Blaine, Sept. 27; from 
Bellevue, Oct. 6; and from Medford, Oct. 10, which 
was later than any previously published date. Cliff 
Swallows were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 1, and at 
Bellevue, Oct. 6 (late). The last Purple Martins were 
recorded at Bellevue, Sept. 16. Both Pearse and  
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Davidson commented on the large influx of Steller's 
Jays to Vancouver Island, where they have been scarce 
for many years. They arrived, Sept. 1, at Comox and 
many were still present at the end of the period. 
 
Thrushes, Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Robins 
moved through Vancouver, B. C. in large numbers 
from before Sept. 12 to mid-October. From the first to 
the third week in October they were very abundant in 
the Seattle area, stripping the Madroña trees of their 
fruit much earlier than usual, along with huge flocks of 
Cedar Waxwings, which depend upon the same food 
supplies. Varied Thrushes first appeared in Victoria, 
Sept. 28, and in south Seattle, Sept. 26. A Hermit 
Thrush was at Blaine, Oct. 21. Western Bluebirds, with 
a flock of Audubon's and Myrtle Warblers, were 
present in Victoria for several weeks, and a Mountain 
Bluebird was seen, Oct. 20 (ARD). Water Pipits were 
first seen at Victoria, Aug. 31, which is early, but 
Davidson reported a small migration. They were very 
numerous on the beaches at Grays Harbor, Sept. 14-15. 
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They were migrating at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 21, and 
from Sept. 27 to Oct. 20 at Blaine, where over 1,000 
were seen in one day. Cedar Waxwings were very 
abundant in the Seattle area. Many flocks of hundreds 
were feeding on Madroña fruit with Am. Robins, 
between Oct. 9 and 28, and dozens were killed flying 
against windows. All those examined (nearly two 
dozen) were immature. Gray Shrikes were 
comparatively numerous. The earliest was a bird 
collected at the mouth of the Stillaguamish River, north 
of Seattle, Oct. 5. They were seen, Oct. 9, at Victoria 
and Blaine, near Bellevue, Nov. 1, and near Harrison 
River, B. C., Nov. 10. Pearse reported at least 4 seen at 
Comox and others elsewhere. A flock of about 200 
Common Starlings is wintering near Blaine. A roost in 
Vancouver, B. C. was said to number about 14,000 
birds. 
 
Vireos, Warblers, Icterids, Tanagers.—Solitary Vireos were 
last noted on Sept. 28 just north of Seattle. A Red-eyed 
Vireo was netted at Bellevue, Aug. 24. Warbling Vireos 
were last reported on Sept. 19 at Medford. Most 
departure dates for warblers were normal. Orange-
crowned Warblers were last seen at Blaine and south 
Seattle, Sept. 7, and at Medford, Sept. 30 (late). Yellow 
Warblers were last recorded at Blaine and south Seattle, 
Sept. 7, and an immature was netted at Grays Harbor, 
Sept. 14. September 17 was the last date at Medford. 
Myrtle Warblers were last seen on Sept. 11 at 
Vancouver, one was netted at Bellevue, Sept. 21, and 
another on Sept. 22. Black-throated Gray Warblers 
were in numbers north of Seattle, part of a large 
composite flock of small birds in the Editor's yard, for 
a week beginning about Aug. 5; the migrant members 
of this assemblage (various warblers, Red-eyed and 
Warbling Vireos, Empidonax flycatchers) disappeared 
on Aug. 11. Migrant Black-throated Grays were last 
seen on Sept. 25 at Blaine and Oct. 7 at Medford. 
Yellow-throats were still present at Bellevue, Sept. 21; 
the last was seen at Medford, Oct. 1. Black-capped 
Warblers were last seen on Sept. 11 at Vancouver, B. C. 
(William M. Hughes). A Bullock's Oriole was seen at 
Medford, Oct. 6, a new late record for Oregon. Brown-
headed Cowbirds were last seen, Nov. 21, at Blaine. 
Western Tanagers were last noted at Blaine, Sept. 1, at 
south Seattle, Sept. 5, at Bellevue, Sept. 9, and at 
Medford, Sept. 19. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—A Black-headed Grosbeak near 
Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 22, was fairly late. A Lazuli 
Bunting was at Blaine, Aug. 30. Evening Grosbeaks, 
Red Crossbills and Pine Siskins were back in good 
numbers. Am. Goldfinches were very abundant; they 
were passing through Vancouver, B. C. from Sept. 1 to 
Oct. 15. Well over 100 were banded in 9 days of 
netting near Bellevue, almost all immatures. Savannah 
Sparrows were scarce at Comox, in moderate numbers 

in Victoria, and abundant elsewhere. Migrant races 
arrived at Victoria, Sept. 1, and remained until the end 
of October. They were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 3. The 
breeding race brooksi was present at Blaine until Sept. 
28. Slate-colored Juncos were found near Harrison 
River, B. C., Nov. 10, and at Bellevue, Nov. 16. Oregon 
Juncos were unusually abundant except at Comox and 
Bellevue. A number of dead birds all were immatures. 
An Am. Tree Sparrow was seen at Bellevue, Nov. 25. A 
Chipping Sparrow at Medford, Oct. 7, was late. A very 
late fledgling White-crowned Sparrow was seen along 
the Oregon coast, Aug. 17 (George W. Alderson). The 
pugetensis race which breeds in our area was last seen at 
Blaine, Sept. 24. The migrant gambelii race was first seen 
there on Sept. 13. White-crowns, presumably of the 
latter race, moved through Vancouver, B. C. between 
Sept. 21 and Oct. 13. Golden-crowned Sparrows 
appeared generally scarce, with Pearse reporting only 
one at Comox; they appeared in Bellevue and Victoria, 
Sept. 17; Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 24, and Portland, 
Sept. 30, which was the latest date in 6 years. A White-
throated Sparrow, a rare straggler, was reported from 
Bellevue, Nov. 26. Fox Sparrows also appeared to be 
scarce. They were reported from south Seattle, Sept. 7; 
1 was netted north of Seattle, Oct. 17; and 1 at 
Bellevue, Nov. 3. Lincoln's Sparrows were more 
abundant than usual. They were recorded at Bellevue, 
Sept. 129; at Victoria, Sept. 5; and from Blaine, Sept. 
329. Lapland Longspurs were seen near Victoria as 
follows: 1, Sept. 7, Sidney Island; 1, Oct. 5, Cattle 
Point; and 2, Oct. 9, at Clover Point. One Snow 
Bunting was seen at Cattle Point, Victoria, Oct. 31.—
ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake 
Terrace, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1957-58 
 
PALOUSE.-.NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The winter throughout most of the 
Region can only be described as extremely mild,  
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with the mercury seldom dropping below zero and little 
snow remaining long on the ground. At Spokane, 
Wash. according to Weather Bureau records, average 
temperatures were 6° above normal for December; 7.1° 
above normal for January and 10.1° above normal for 
February! March was about normal for temperature, 
however, actually averaging cooler than the preceding 
month. The Calgary, Alta. area was an exception to the 
above generalization, for it had continuous snow and 
cold from mid-January through March and lows of –
26° on Feb. 18 and –18° on March 15, the coldest on 
record for the date. Previous to mid-January Calgary's 
weather had been mild and dry, however. Most areas 
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had comparatively ice-free waters and even Calgary had 
streams frozen to a lesser extent than normal. At 
Calgary the winter was considered a good one for 
observing birds but at Spokane the season was dull for 
observers. At Bozeman, few birds besides House 
Sparrows were noted at feeders, presumably because of 
the ready availability of natural food. Some finches, 
notably Evening Grosbeaks and Common Redpolls, 
were abundant. Raptors did poorly in the Calgary area, 
due to lack of mice. For example, 3 Snowy Owls were 
brought to the, zoo in such a weakened condition from 
malnutrition that they could not be saved. Some species 
took advantage of the milder winter to remain farther 
north than usual. Among these were Horned and Eared 
Grebes, Mallards, a sprinkling of individuals of other 
duck species, Killdeer, Mourning Doves, Western 
Meadowlarks, female Red-winged Blackbirds and 
Brewer's Blackbirds. A few species actually were scarcer 
than usual, notably Cedar Waxwing, Varied Thrush and 
Wood Duck. Credit for observations, unless otherwise 
indicated, is as follows: Calgary, Alta., Calgary Bird 
Club, E. D. Beacham, compiler; Billings, Mont., Mrs. 
Philip Hendricks; Bozeman, Mont., Clifford V. Davis; 
Missoula, Mont., Ralph L. Hand; Oregon, Ann Ward 
and Margaret Anderson, and Washington, Spokane 
Bird Club, Stephen O. Stanley, compiler. 
 
Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl.—A Horned Grebe at Kettle 
Falls, Wash., Jan. 5, and Eared Grebes a few days later 
at Soap and Blue Lakes in the Grand Coulee area may 
have wintered (LaFave, Hall). One of the latter species 
was noted on the Madison River near Ennis, Mont. on 
Dec. 29 (David Skaar). A few Pied-billed Grebes 
wintered as usual at Spokane. Two Great Blue Herons 
showed up on the Christmas Count at Helena, Mont. 
At Billings a lone Whistling Swan lingered until Jan. 3. 
The species was noted on the Powder River near 
Baker, Oreg., Feb. 20 and later. Hand reported that the 
Canada Geese population on the Flathead River and 
nearby reservoirs in Lake County, Mont. is dwindling. 
This is according to Dr. Craighead of the Montana 
University research project. Dr. Craighead believes the 
cause of the decrease is that hunters kill mainly the 
local, non-migratory population. At Calgary it was 
unusual to have but a single winter record for the 
species. Calgary also reported an unusually high 
population of wintering Mallards, some 5,000 birds. 
The general trend in duck population for eastern and 
central Washington seems to be for a distinct shift of 
the birds away from the Spokane area into the 
"potholes area" around the Grand Coulee. The reason 
seems to be that winter food has greatly decreased 
around Spokane because of fall plowing. On the other 
hand, more water and food in the more westerly area, 
owing to increasing reclamation and irrigation, has 
attracted the ducks (articles in Spokane Daily 
Chronicle). Two or three hundred Pintails were on 

Lake Pend Oreille, Jan. 16 (Hand) and a single bird was 
noted, Jan. 12, at Calgary. A single male at Libby, 
Mont., Feb. 12, was highly unusual for winter (Charles 
Clough). Oddly, there were no winter records for 
Wood Ducks. Among the few wintering Canvasbacks 
noted, a male at Calgary was the only winter record 
there for at least 5 years. Possibly 2,000 Lesser Scaup 
wintered on the Spokane River below Spokane. The 
astounding number of 2,764 Common Goldeneyes was 
recorded on the Great Falls Christmas count. The 
wintering population of this species increases each year 
at Calgary. Barrow's was noted at Spokane and Calgary. 
A single Bufflehead was at Spokane in January. Of 
exceptional interest were 4 Oldsquaws at Soap and 
Lenore Lakes, Dec. 30 and Jan. 11 (Hall, LaFaye). The 
only Ruddy Ducks reported were 5 on the Great Falls 
Christmas count. A Red-breasted Merganser was 
identified at Billings, Dec. 26, and 6 were noted on the 
Madison River on March 27 (Skaar). 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—The Goshawk was reported from 
Bozeman, Mont., Baker, Oreg. and Calgary. At the 
latter locality a poultry farmer shot at least 7 during the 
winter. This species is protected there except when 
actually doing damage (Game Warden B. Forsyth, fide 
E. D. Beacham). The Rough-legged Hawk, reported 
from many areas, was common around Bozeman. 
Golden and Bald Eagles were observed at nearly every 
reporting station. Of special interest is the occurrence 
of the rare Gyrfalcon, single birds near Reardan, Wash., 
March 9, (Hall, LaFave) and Helena, Mont., Dec. 21 
(Christmas count). A Pigeon Hawk at Libby furnished 
what is apparently the first winter record there (CC, 
TR). 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—The infrequently reported Sage Hen 
was noted at Billings (11 birds). A flock of 5 Mountain 
Quail was seen once south of Baker, Oreg. The Baker 
area had much larger numbers of Ring-necked 
Pheasants than usual. On Jan. 19, 223 were counted "in 
a very short time." 
 
Killdeer and Snipe.—Small numbers of Killdeer  
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wintered at many localities, even as far north as 
Calgary. The birds were present in much smaller 
numbers than usual at Baker, possibly due to the mild 
winter permitting them to remain farther north. Nine 
of the birds made an unusual record for the Helena, 
Mont., Christmas count. An unusual concentration of 
Common Snipe was present at Libby on the Christmas 
count (19 birds). At Missoula, where the species 
formerly wintered regularly, none have been recorded 
for the last three winters. 
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Gulls, Doves, Owls.—California Gulls were unusually 
common at Baker (40 on Christmas count), perhaps 
because of the field mouse infestation. The Ring-billed 
appeared to concentrate around Lake Pend Oreille and 
the city of Coeur d' Alene in northern Idaho rather 
than in the Spokane area, where fewer were noted. 
Wintering Mourning Doves were noted at Spokane, 
Manhattan, Mont. (Buell Heeb, fide CVD) and a single 
in Park County, Mont. in late December (CJD, Brown, 
fide CVD). Calgary nearly had a monopoly on Snowy 
Owl records, with 9 on the Christmas count. The only 
other record was of one near Colfax, Wash., Feb. 22 
(LaFave). The last record for the winter was of 1 at 
Calgary on March 16 which appeared to be a 
completely white individual. Other interesting owl 
records were of the Long-eared at Baker and in 
Gallatin County (Skaar) and the Short-eared at Billings 
and in the "scabland" area west of Spokane. In the 
latter area they usually merely migrate through. Calgary 
had markedly fewer of these little owls, however; a 
group of 7 was noted on just one occasion. 
 
Woodpeckers.—Yellow-shafted Flickers wintered in the 
valley at Bozeman and one bird, possibly a hybrid, was 
seen several times at Spokane (Hall, LaFave). The Red-
shafted was recorded in winter for the first time at 
Calgary. Elsewhere the species appeared in about usual 
numbers. A female Northern Three-toed Woodpecker 
at Calgary was the only one reported. The uncommon 
White-headed Woodpecker was noted near Ford, 
Wash. (1 male). 
 
Larks, Jays.—Horned Larks, wintering in many 
localities, were seen in flocks of 100 to 200 from Nov. 
24 to Jan. 19. Apparently migrating flocks appeared as 
early as Feb. 4 at Missoula and Feb. 19 at Calgary. The 
most remarkable find of the winter was of 3 Blue Jays 
which stayed around a feeding station all winter at 
Poison, Mont. (E. L. Mitchell, fide RLH). On Jan. 28 
one of them, a female, was collected for Montana 
University. Steller's Jay descended into the valleys at 
least as frequently as in severe winters at Baker, Oreg., 
and Libby, Billings and Bozeman, Mont. There is no 
record of their having come into town at Baker during 
previous winters. Common Ravens were much more 
widely reported than usual: at Baker, Bozeman, 
Missoula, Libby, Calgary and in eastern Washington. 
Piñon Jays were reported only at Billings. Clark's 
Nutcracker was common at Bozeman but scarce or 
absent at Missoula and Baker where they normally 
appear. 
 
Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers, Dippers.—At Calgary the 
Mountain Chickadee has been found to occur sparingly 
but regularly with the Black-capped. The Boreal 
Chickadee also has been found to occur with the flocks 
of Black-capped. Chestnut-backed Chickadees were 

observed in several mountain areas in eastern 
Washington. Nuthatches, Brown Creepers and Dippers 
occurred in about normal numbers over most of the 
Region. 
 
Wrens and Thrushes.—One Winter Wren was found at 
Spokane and the Cañon Wren wintered at Spokane and 
Billings. The Robin situation appeared to be difficult to 
interpret. The species wintered in larger numbers than 
usual at Baker, with flocks of 30 to 40 common. They 
were absent from Missoula until Jan. 28, when 
scattered individuals began appearing. A few appeared 
at Libby in mid-February at about the average arrival 
date. One individual wintered at Beynon, northeast of 
Calgary (M. A. Briggs) and 2 were observed at 
Columbia Falls, Mont. on Jan. 10 (Ruth Rogers). Small 
flocks wintered at Spokane and in mid-January flocks 
of 50 to 150 appeared, causing Stanley to speculate 
whether this was a northward or a southward 
movement! There was only an occasional report of a 
Varied Thrush at Spokane, in contrast to other years. 
Townsend's Solitaire seemed to be unusually scarce at 
Missoula but 9 were counted at Helena at Christmas 
time. 
 
Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were uniformly described as scarce or absent, 
possibly spending the winter at higher elevations. The 
Bohemian Waxwing movement appeared to be 
mediocre at most places. Spokane, however, had flocks 
of 1,000 or more in late January while at Missoula they 
reached peak numbers in late December. The last date 
for Missoula was Feb. 17 when Mountain Ash berries 
were exhausted but Bozeman still had them on March 
25. A flock of 150 at Calgary on March 26 represented 
the latest birds. Wintering Cedar Waxwings were scarce 
despite the mild weather. A Loggerhead Shrike, 
observed closely at Missoula several times, apparently 
wintered there. The Starling wintered sparingly to 
abundantly; a few wintered as far north as Calgary. 
Flocks of 100 birds were reported there by mink 
ranchers. 
 
Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—The wintering of Western 
Meadowlarks in the Region was noteworthy. One 
wintered at Libby, according to an article in the Western 
News of that city. This is apparently the first wintering 
record there. A few remained at Calgary and 4 appeared 
at Helena on the Christmas count. A flock of 20 
appeared at Missoula on Jan. 20. Perhaps they should 
be considered early migrants. At any rate, some were 
already singing! Likewise, meadowlarks at Baker sang 
all winter. Equality of the sexes seems to have reached 
the Red-winged Blackbirds, for a few females wintered 
(Spokane and 1 at Calgary) or arrived very early (11 
females near Billings, Feb. 26). Mid-February saw much 
movement of the species. Libby had a new early date of 
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Feb. 18 (CC and Don Peterson). A Rusty Blackbird 
was identified near Bozeman, Jan. 4 (Skaar). Some 
Brewer's Blackbirds wintered unusually far north, at 
Kettle Falls, Wash. 
 
Finches.—In general it appeared to be a good year for 
wintering Evening Grosbeaks in the Region. Hand at 
Missoula described them as "consistently abundant,"  
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feeding on the excellent supply of maple and Box Elder 
seeds, which owing to lack of snow, were available even 
on the ground. The birds were star boarders at Baker, 
where Mrs. Ward and Mrs. Anderson dished out 
sunflower seed in such quantities to placate the noisy 
diners that they fell to wondering when the guests 
would leave for the mountains. More specifically, the 
birds mobbed the feeders in flocks of 50 to 70. Cassin's 
Finch was strangely absent from Spokane but a few 
wintered at Billings, the only place where they were 
recorded. House Finches were as usual at Spokane but 
were more common at Baker (24 regularly at feeders). 
Pine Grosbeaks appeared to be quite widespread. Libby 
had the largest number reported at any one time, 73 on 
the Christmas count. The Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 
likewise appeared in many localities, with a record flock 
of 400 on Jan. 11 near Soap Lake in Washington (Hall, 
LaFave). It was generally a good winter for Common 
Redpolls, most localities numbering them into the 
hundreds. They had all left by late March. A few Hoary 
Redpolls were seen in the Calgary area. The only Pine 
Siskin records were for Spokane (a few), Billings (rather 
common) and Libby (20 in Mid-February, DP and 
Charlie Decker). Few localities reported Am. 
Goldfinches: Spokane with a few reports, including a 
flock of about 100 near Deer Park on March 29; flocks 
of 20 to 60 at Baker and 3 on the Billings Christmas 
count. Red Crossbills seemed to be regular and fairly 
common only at Bozeman, with flocks up to 40 birds. 
White-winged Crossbills, oddly, were reported nearly as 
frequently as the Red. Banff, Alta., Billings and 
Bozeman all noted them. 
 
Sparrows.—The usual meager sprinkling of Slate-colored 
Juncos occurred: a few at Spokane, 2 at Baker, 3 in 
Gallatin County, Mont. and 4 at Billings. Oregon 
Juncos were unusually scarce at Missoula but seemed to 
be up to normal numbers in other areas where they 
normally winter. Tree Sparrows were more common 
than usual at Missoula, seeming to take the place 
usually occupied by Oregon Juncos. Flocks up to 20 
were noted. A remarkable record is furnished by the 
collecting of a White-crowned Sparrow (apparently 
typical leucophrys), Dec. 3, in the Highwood Pass in the 
Calgary area (E. D. Beacham, N. Winnick). Gambel's 
subspecies was noted (100 plus), Jan. 25, at Clarkston, 

Wash., where it is believed they winter (Hall, LaFave). 
Large numbers of Song Sparrows, apparently migrants, 
appeared at Missoula on Feb. 19. Twenty-five Sage 
Sparrows were noted near Soap Lake on March 9 (Hall, 
LaFave). Lapland Longspurs seem to be becoming a 
regular irregularity at Missoula, for they were noted, 
apparently as migrants, with Horned Larks or alone, 
between Feb. 28 and March 29. Snow Buntings 
appeared a few times at various spots. Calgary had 
hundreds but Harrington, Wash., Baker and Missoula 
had smaller flocks.—THOMAS ROGERS, 10820 
Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1957-58 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—This past winter was a 
remarkably mild and wet one over this whole Region. 
All refuges have excellent water conditions and the 
wind blew less on the high plateaus. This unusual 
weather found many species north of their normal 
habitat all winter. Many remarkable records were 
produced. For instance, a Tree Swallow was collected 
at Malheur in eastern Oregon by Marshall on Jan. 9, 
and another was seen on the Klamath River, Feb. 22 
(Thomas McCamant). Eastern Oregon has a climate 
somewhat like New York's, but is modified by being 
much drier. There are so many early dates and late 
dates of birds that usually go south that it is impossible 
to record them all. The Klamath Basin's eruption of 
mice continued to make headlines and illustrates the 
folly of many of our foolish contemporaries. Poisoned 
grain was put out to kill the mice, man having killed off 
all the predators that normally would have helped 
check the legions of rodents. The grain has killed many 
wildfowl in that wildlife paradise, and now the 
sportsmen and naturalists are upset. No one has any 
accurate idea of neither the numbers of mice to be 
controlled, nor the kill of wildlife by the poison. "What 
fools these mortals be." So long as we maintain 
government predator control men in every western 
state (even though the cattlemen dislike them) and so 
long as the conservationists don't educate the local 
people as to the importance of hawks, owls and 
carnivores in our ecology, such snafu will continue to 
go on. 
 
Pelicans, Egrets.—A pair of White Pelicans wintered on 
Upper Klamath Lake (Strahan). Twenty-one Common 
Egrets were at Klamath—the largest over-wintering on 
record (Giles). 
 
Swans.—Thirty-five Trumpeter Swans spent the winter 
on Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge in Jackson 
Hole in western Wyoming, a slightly higher figure than 
last year although the bird has done poorly in Jackson 
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Hole in the breeding season (Greenwalt). There are 
now 31 Trumpeters (a new high figure) at Malheur in 
eastern Oregon; most are transplants from Red Rock 
Lakes, Mont. (Marshall). Owing to the mild winter, 
Whistling Swans stayed very late in large numbers in 
the northern refuges, Malheur and Klamath, prior to 
moving to the more southern ones like Stillwater in 
western Nevada. The figures show 16,000, a very high 
figure, at Malheur, Dec. 4, and 14,780 at Klamath, Jan. 
4 (Giles). There were 9,300 at Stillwater during the 
winter, less than last year's record of 12,000 but still 
very high. In the middle of February they disappeared  
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at Stillwater, presumably going north again 
(Sutherland). Malheur had 7,000 on March 4 with an 
additional 2,500 in nearby Harney Valley. The figures 
were higher later but no planes were available to make 
accurate surveys. Such large numbers of waterfowl 
require aerial surveys. We are greatly indebted to David 
Marshall for our information on Malheur. He is the 
biologist there. 
 
Geese.—There were 120,000 Snow Geese on March 4 at 
Malheur, a high figure for that refuge. As many as 443 
Canada Geese stopped at Monte Vista in southern 
Colorado (Bryant). This is the first time significant 
numbers of Canada Geese have used this new refuge. 
 
Ducks.—The peak of the spring migration was 131,000 
ducks at Stillwater in western Nevada on March 8. 
These were Pintail, Green-winged Teal, Shoveler and 
Ruddy Duck in that order (Dale Sutherland). About 
7,750 Shovelers wintered at Klamath, a record over-
wintering population. The 18,500 Ruddy Ducks at 
Klamath was also a record wintering number. The 
number of Mallards at Monte Vista Refuge in southern 
Colorado is steadily increasing with a high of 57,000 
early in December. A pair of Hooded Mergansers was 
found on Dec. 28 by Oppie Reames on the Animas 
River in southwestern Colorado in the same place as 
last year. 
 
Hawks.—Owing to the mild winter, 3 Swainson's 
Hawks spent the winter at Klamath (Giles). Another 
showed up on the Christmas count at Salt Lake. There 
were only 32 Bald Eagles at Klamath during the winter, 
with the high figure on Feb. 6. They normally feed on 
crippled waterfowl trapped in the ice and there was 
very little ice this winter (Giles). Hugh House at 
Laramie in southern Wyoming reports the Goshawk in 
2 records on the Laramie Range on Jan. 5 and Feb. 9 
just east of Laramie. 
 

Shorebirds.—Thirty-five wintering Sanderlings on the 
Great Salt Lake near Black Rock (Lockerbie) are 
remarkable. 
 
Gulls.—A Glaucous Gull at Bear River Marshes at the 
north end of Great Salt Lake on March 9 (Lockerbie) is 
a great rarity. 
 
Owls.—A Pygmy Owl was found in the cemetery at Salt 
Lake City and was observed repeatedly by many people 
during January and February (Kashin). This bird is one 
of the least-seen Rocky Mountain birds and its 
distribution is not well known. Another Pygmy Owl 
was seen about 15 miles south by Lockerbie at the 
mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon in the Wasatch 
on Feb. 16. A pair of Barn Owls was noted on Carson 
River below Lahontan Dam in western Nevada by 
Sutherland. Mrs. Crews reports Screech Owls in her 
yard at Hotchkiss in western Colorado high on the 
Mesa. This bird seems to be distributed in a spotty 
fashion in the Rockies. 
 
Jays, Mockers.—A Blue Jay was reported in Cheyenne 
(Mrs. Hanesworth), Feb. 9. Another spent the winter in 
Casper (OKS). These birds ordinarily just penetrate the 
eastern edge of Wyoming, mostly in the Black Hills. A 
Mockingbird wintered at Casper in central Wyoming 
through the whole season (OKS) feeding on Russian 
Olives. Another was at Brigham City beside the Bear 
River Marshes, and others were reported from City 
Creek Canyon at Salt Lake City during the winter. This 
is the first winter record for the state of Wyoming. The 
Mockingbird has been only a summer resident in the 
state of Utah heretofore. 
 
Waxwings, Warblers, Blackbirds.—We had an average 
flight of Bohemian Waxwings this year. They were 
reported from all over the northern half of this Region. 
Mrs. Lambertsen had 2 Cedar Waxwings in Rawlins in 
southern Wyoming on Jan. 31, which is unusual. Mrs. 
Shaw had several records of Cedar Waxwings at 
Nampa in western Idaho. An Audubon's Warbler was 
seen repeatedly in December on the campus of the 
University of Wyoming at Laramie by House—a tribute 
to our warm winter. Laramie is over 7,000 feet. And 26 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds wintered at Klamath (Giles) 
—an unusual record. 
 
Finches.—Common Redpolls were reported from the 
eastern edge of this Region—a flock of 80 being noted 
from the Laramie Mountains east of Laramie (Finzel). 
Casper in central Wyoming (OKS) had flocks up to 300 
commonly during the winter. Thatcher reported them 
at Windsor west of Denver, Jan. 19, and Deer Creek in 
the same area, Feb. 2. Mrs. Shaw also had a redpoll, 
Dec. 28, at Nampa, Idaho. Merlin Killpack, at 
Roosevelt in eastern Utah, reported Black Rosy Finches 
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roosting in a 50-foot well in the ground to escape from 
the wind. Ordinarily they take to the Cliff Swallow's 
nests on the cliffs to roost. Mr. Killpack had a flock of 
500 using the full depth of this well.—DR. OLIVER 
K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1957-58 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
Winter in the Region has been the warmest ever 
recorded, with the mean temperature 47.4°. It has also 
been one of the wettest winters on record. The mild 
temperatures had a spectacular effect upon the 
vegetation, with plants blooming and leafing out a full 
four to six weeks ahead of normal. Only at Comox and 
Victoria, B. C. were there any complaints about a 
scarcity of land birds, but all observers reported that, 
even when birds were known to be plentiful, they did 
not come in to feeding stations in anything like normal 
numbers. This might give a false impression of scarcity 
which is not borne out by actual field experience. There 
were not many unusual reports, and a general summary 
of status seems all that is required for many groups. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Waterfowl.—Loons and grebes were 
considerably scarcer than usual in most of the Region. 
Black Brant were reported few by all observers: Snow 
Geese, on the other hand, numbered 27,000 on the 
Skagit Flats, Wash., the second largest group since 
1946, when 39,000 wintered. By Feb. 27, only about 
10,000 were left, the rest having flown north to the 
delta of the Fraser River, B. C. Although there is no 
separate tabulation for western Washington, the state's 
waterfowl inventory showed a total of 1,087,444 birds, 
at least 300,000 above last year and double the average 
annual count for the last 20 years. Most wildlife men 
were sure that most of this represented migrants that 
normally would go farther south. 
 
Hawks, Upland Gamebirds, Shorebirds.—Red-tailed Hawks 
wintered in larger numbers than usual, and there were 
more Peregrine Falcons and Marsh Hawks reported. 
Other raptors were normal or slightly fewer than usual. 
Upland birds wintered well; Theed Pearse reported 2 
ptarmigan (species ?) from Plateau Lodge, near Comox, 
at about 2000 feet elevation, an extremely unusual 
occurrence, especially in view of the fact that there was 
a shortage of snow in the mountains. Dunlins and 
Sanderlings were scarcer than usual; other shorebirds 
about normal. 
 
Kittiwakes, Alcids, Pigeons, Owls.—Mrs. L. H. Kline, at 
Blaine, Wash., reported a flock of about 1,000 Black-
legged Kittiwakes blown into the bay by the most 
severe storm of the winter, on Dec. 27. By the next 
morning they were all gone. Alcids in general were 

somewhat scarce. A Pigeon Guillemot in full plumage 
at Comox, Feb. 15, probably represented a returned 
migrant. Band-tailed Pigeons were very numerous in 
Seattle during the winter, apparently having recovered 
from their low of the last two years. Snowy Owls were 
reported from the following localities: 2 in Seattle at the 
end of December; 1 near Bremerton, Wash., 3 in the 
vicinity of Ladner, B. C.; 3 seen near Comox, reported 
by Theed Pearse, and 1 seen near Stanwood Flats, 
Wash. on Jan. 19, reported by Robert Pyle. 
 
Woodpeckers, Hummingbirds.—An all-black (melanistic) 
Red-shafted Flicker was seen at Victoria in January. A. 
R. Davidson reported that the only indication of color 
was a dull red on the primary shafts. Four of the Lewis' 
Woodpeckers at Victoria that have been mentioned 
since last summer were still there at the end of the 
period, apparently having become residents. This is 
very unusual, since Lewis' Woodpeckers are ordinarily 
migratory in this Region. A male Rufous Hummingbird 
was found dead on March 10 or 11 at Renton, Wash., 
and brought to school by a child. This is about 10 days 
to 2 weeks ahead of the usual arrival date. 
 
Larks, Bushtits, Thrushes.—Skylarks have fared very well 
at Victoria, and are apparently at the peak number since 
their introduction fifty years ago. Bush-tits also appear 
to have recovered from their low of the last two years, 
and are spreading once more on Vancouver Island. 
Robins were very common all through the winter in 
most areas, but Varied Thrushes were scarce, 
presumably due to lack of cold weather, which usually 
drives them down out of the hills. 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Starlings.—Cedar Waxwings wintered 
as far north as Vancouver and Victoria, at least until the 
end of December. At Victoria a flock of 85 was seen, 
Feb. 22. Northern Shrikes remained fairly numerous to 
the end of the period. Starlings roosted in large 
numbers in Vancouver, B. C. and in Seattle, where they 
had all disappeared by Feb. 26. Scattered birds and 
small groups were reported elsewhere. 
 
Warblers, Blackbirds.—Two Orange-crowned Warblers 
were reported on the Christmas count in Vancouver, B. 
C. A female MacGillivray's Warbler was seen at least 
twice and satisfactorily identified by Theed Pearse at 
Comox. Red-winged Blackbirds and Brewer's 
Blackbirds wintered in very large numbers in the 
Vancouver–Victoria–Blaine area. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Mrs. Kline reported a flock of 
Pine Grosbeaks near Blaine, Jan. 5-7. Five Common 
Redpolls were regularly seen at a banding station in 
Vancouver, B. C. White-crowned Sparrows were 
relatively numerous at Vancouver, B. C., but Fox 
Sparrows were scarce again this winter. Two Lincoln's 
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Sparrows were regularly seen in Vancouver, B. C. Mrs. 
Kline reported seeing 5 Snow Buntings, Feb. 7, near 
Blaine.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd Ave., 
Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1958 
 
PALOUSE.-.NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The weather pattern for the spring sea- 
son was remarkably uniform for so large and varied a 
Region: an average or cool April with precipitation 
generally heavier than normal, and a May that was 
decidedly hot with precipitation subnormal to almost 
lacking. Observers reported, however, that the 
migration timetable seemed little disturbed by the 
weather, with the usual condition of some species a 
little early and others seeming a little late. Ducks in the 
Spokane area scattered early to breeding spots. 
Nighthawks, Western Wood Pewees and Western 
Tanagers appeared to be a little late at Bozeman, but 
how a hot May could cause this is not apparent. Total 
bird numbers seemed larger than normal at Bozeman. 
The most striking contrast between arrival dates for the 
various localities is the slowness, generally speaking, of 
migrants in the mountainous areas of western Montana 
and along the western edge of the Great Plains. This 
would appear to be the result  
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of a more backward spring in those areas. The cool 
April with heavy precipitation generally meant snow in 
the mountains and on the Plains, whereas eastern 
Washington and southern British Columbia, affected 
more by coastal weather, experienced much milder 
temperatures. Elevation no doubt plays its part also. 
Yet some species seem to be relatively oblivious of 
these differences in weather. Altogether, the pattern of 
migration in the Region promises to be an intriguing 
one, worthy of more detailed study. The past spring has 
probably given us the best picture yet of the northward 
migration, owing to the large number of observers who 
have reported from diverse areas. Credit is due as 
follows, except where otherwise noted: Calgary, 
Alberta, area, Calgary Bird Club, E. D. Beacham 
reporting; Kamloops, British Columbia, Patrick W. 
Martin; 100 Mile House area, B. C., Anthony J. Erskine; 
Billings, Mont., Billings Audubon Society, Gene 
Hendricks reporting; Bozeman, Mont., C. V. Davis; 
Helena, Mont., C. Beveridge; Missoula, Mont., R. L. 
Hand; Red Rocks Lakes Refuge, Monida, Mont., 
Charles G. Hansen; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward, and 
Spokane, Wash., area, Spokane Bird Club, S. O. Stanley 
reporting. 
 

Loons, Grebes, Ibises.—In addition to a group of 6 
migrating Common Loons at Sprague, Wash. on March 
26, the species was noted in the more remote areas 
around 100 Mile House, B. C. and at Red Rock Lakes 
Refuge, Monida, Mont. These two stations, along with 
the Spokane area and Billings, reported most of the 
grebe records. The British Columbia station reported 
the Red-necked Grebe as abundant on the many lakes 
of the area. An unusually early record for the Horned 
Grebe was of a single bird at Liberty Lake near 
Spokane, March 14 (TR). A single White-faced Ibis 
was with geese on the Madison River, Bozeman area, 
April 18. 
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were migrating from the 
last day of February (Baker, Oreg.) through March and 
were arriving in south central British Columbia the first 
week of April (17 at 144 Mile, 56 at Kamloops Lake). 
Wintering Trumpeter Swans, numbering about 200 at 
Red Rocks Lakes, were augmented by migrants there 
from March 5 to 28, making a total of around 400 of 
the rare birds. Canada Geese were migrating as early as 
Feb. 1 at Baker and Snow Geese were moving in flocks 
up to 500, this number being reached on April 6 at 
Lake Helena, Mont. The duck migration appeared to be 
about as usual, beginning in late February and reaching 
its peak in March. At Red Rocks Lakes the spring 
influx was around mid-April, presumably due to the 
late spring at that high altitude (between 6,000 and 
7,000 ft.). Erskine reported that for his area the diving 
ducks outnumber the scarcer "puddle ducks." At 
Watson Lake he noted regularly 4 pairs of Redheads, 
some 40 pairs of Lesser Scaup, 5 to 10 pairs of 
Barrow's Goldeneyes and 30 pairs of Buffleheads. Surf 
Scoters moved through in abundance in his area 
between May 8 (112 birds) and May 24. One immature 
Surf Scoter was still at 103 Mile Lake on June 2 and an 
adult male was at 105 Mile Lake on June 4. Erskine also 
noted the unusual occurrence of 7 immature Hooded 
Mergansers at Phililloo Lake, May 30. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—For the first time since 1942 
Hand did not note the Turkey Vulture at Missoula 
while Stanley reported a single bird for eastern 
Washington, at Springdale, June 1. Up to 6 were noted 
near Union, Oreg., however (AW). Accipiter records 
were sparse. Arrival dates for Swainson's Hawk were: 
Baker, April 13; various places in the Spokane area, 
April 16; Red Rocks Lakes, April 19. The birds were 
not noted in the 100 Mile House area until May 15 and 
at Billings until May 30. Several late-staying Rough-
legged Hawks, April 19, at Sprague, Wash. may have 
been held by the mouse infestation. The Ferruginous 
Hawk was recorded on two occasions in Baker County, 
Oreg. and was definitely down in numbers at Calgary, 
with a single record only. Erskine watched a Peregrine 
Falcon stoop unsuccessfully over a marsh full of coot 
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and blackbirds at Lilypad Lake in his area, May 22, and 
Hansen noted the species occasionally in late March 
and April at Red Rocks Lakes. Sparrow Hawks present 
in large numbers at Baker on March 19 apparently were 
migrants. 
 
Grouse, Cranes, Shorebirds.—The Sage Hen was reported 
in larger numbers than usual near Baker. Two males of 
the species were seen, April 20, at Red Rocks Lakes. 
Migration timetable of the Sandhill Crane was: Red 
Rocks Lakes, April 8; Sprague, Wash., April 16; 70 Mile 
House, B. C., April 23 (PWM) and Westwick Lake, B. 
C., about April 28 (W. Maclaren, fide AJE). Four 
Semipalmated Plovers were noted and one collected at 
Soap Lake, Wash. on May 10 and 8 were counted at 
Reardan, Wash. on the 24th (Hall, LaFave). Long-billed 
Curlews were noted at several stations, from March 25 
(Baker) to May 15 (Boitano Lake in 100 Mile House 
area). Upland Plover were noted only near Hauser Lake 
and Greenacres, east of Spokane, from May 15 on 
(Hall, LaFave). The southern British Columbia area 
had, surprisingly, the earliest Spotted Sandpiper record, 
May 7. The only Solitary Sandpiper record was of one 
bird at Missoula on May 3. A Willet collected at Cow 
Lake near Sprague by LaFave was the first for eastern 
Washington. Pectoral and Least Sandpipers and 
dowitchers were noted mostly moving through eastern 
Washington and southern British Columbia. A Dunlin 
was seen on April 16 near Sprague, Wash. (LaFave) and 
a Stilt Sandpiper at Calgary on May 22 was the first 
indication of this species as a spring migrant there. A 
few Semipalmated Sandpipers were noted on May 10 
near Sprague and at Calgary. Four Western Sandpipers 
appeared at Reardan on the same date. Am. Avocets 
were widely reported and were quite plentiful, 
particularly at Calgary. Wilson's Phalaropes seemed 
more abundant than usual. 
 
Gulls and Owls.—A few Bonaparte's and Short-billed (?) 
Gulls were seen in the 100 Mile House area during 
May. Three of the former species were seen, May 22, at 
Hauser Lake near Spokane, where they are rare in 
spring (Hall). Short-eared Owls were seen in numbers 
from April 28 on near Baker. Four dead ones were 
picked up along the highway there one evening. Forty 
were counted in the Sprague–Edwall–Harrington, 
Wash. area on April 25. A dead Long-eared Owl was 
found on a road in Gallatin  
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County, Mont. on May 3 (Skaar). 
 
Nighthawks and Hummingbirds.—First arrivals of 
Common Nighthawks were earlier in the western part 
of the Region than in the eastern; and the farthest 
north area, around 100 Mile House, had the first 

record, May 23! It looks as if elevation may be the 
factor involved—the British Columbia area is the 
lowest in altitude of any reporting. A single Black-
chinned Hummingbird was reported, May 25, at 
Spokane (Hall). The Rufous was first seen at Baker and 
Spokane in late April. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Many hybrids between the 
Red-shafted and Yellow-shafted Flicker were noted at 
Billings. Earliest date for Lewis' Woodpecker was April 
29 at Baker. In spite of its elevation of about 3,400 feet, 
Baker had more than its share of the earliest records 
for the Region. Eight stations out of 9 reported first 
arrival of the Eastern Kingbird between May 14 and 18, 
only Helena not reporting the species until the 31st. 
First appearances for the Western, however, are 
scattered all the way from April 6 (Baker) to May 31 
(Bozeman). Similarly, Say's Phoebe was first noted on 
March 2 at Richland, Oreg. and appeared at Bozeman 
and Calgary on May 16! The first appearances of the 
Western Wood Pewee show a related pattern: May 5 at 
Baker, May 30 at Bozeman, May 31 at Billings, but May 
11 at Calgary and May 12 at 100 Mile House. 
 
Swallows through Thrushes.—Swallow species in the 
Region generally followed the pattern of first arrival at 
lowest elevations largely regardless of latitude, but 
space prevents giving details. The same appeared to be 
true for the House Wren. A Cañon Wren identified 
along the Madison River west of Bozeman, May 31, 
was the first of record for the species in the area 
(Skaar). A Blue Jay was recorded, April 6, near 
Harrison, Mont. (Skaar). The 100 Mile House area had 
the earliest Hermit Thrush record, May 4. 
 
Kinglets through Starlings.—Spokane had the first Ruby-
crowned Kinglet, March 26, and 'by way of contrast, 
Calgary recorded none until May 11. Water Pipits were 
disappearing around Spokane and Missoula about the 
time they were appearing in the 100 Mile area and at 
the high altitude of Red Rocks Lakes, late April and 
early May. Bohemian Waxwings had all departed by 
early April. Starlings reached Kamloops the second 
week of March, while east of the Divide at Calgary the 
species totaled thousands of individuals by the end of 
the month. 
 
Vireos and Warblers.—A northern station, but with low 
altitude, had the earliest Red-eyed Vireo, at Kamloops 
on May 6. The advance of spring up the mountains 
appeared to have less effect upon migration dates in 
late April and May than it did for earlier arrivals. The 
warblers showed only a partial tendency toward earlier 
arrival at the lower stations in the western part of the 
Region. While the Orange-crowned, Yellow, 
Audubon's and MacGillivray's were slower at higher 
stations, the Northern Waterthrush, Yellowthroat, 
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Wilson's Warbler and Am. Redstart put in their 
appearances at about the same dates wherever 
reported. Myrtle Warblers were noted only east of the 
Divide at Billings and Calgary. 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlarks 
appeared at Spokane and Missoula around mid-
February but elsewhere arrived in mid-March or later. 
Spokane had 4 Yellow-headed Blackbirds on March 29. 
Red-winged Blackbirds, undaunted by winter at the 
high Red Rocks Lakes, appeared there on Feb. 24. 
Brewer's, however, did not appear there until the last 
part of April. 
 
Finches.—Cassin's Finch was unaccountably late at 
Spokane (May 10) and was noted at Baker only 2 days 
earlier. Missoula and most stations east of the Divide 
had migrants of this species in April: e.g., Bozeman, 
April 17; Red Rocks, April 30; and Helena, not until 
May 6. A House Finch was recorded at Spence's Bridge 
in the 100 Mile House, B. C. area on May 2. Some 160 
Common Redpolls were still at Williams Lake, B. C. on 
April 6 and Bozeman had the species up to the 13th of 
the month (Skaar). Red Crossbills continued scarce at 
most stations. A few were noted at Missoula and 
Spokane. Those which wintered at Bozeman 
disappeared after the second week of April. The species 
was unreported elsewhere. The scarcer White-winged 
Crossbills were still at Bozeman on May 3. 
 
Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees appeared at Baker and 
Spokane in late March, at Missoula the last of April and 
at Bozeman, Billings and Calgary in May, again pointing 
up the contrast among these localities. On the other 
hand, the Savannah Sparrow appeared to be migrating 
on a rather uniform schedule over the Region, between 
mid-April and early May. The same was true of the 
Vesper, except for its arrival at Spokane the 3rd week 
of March, which is considered late for it there. Four 
Grasshopper Sparrows were noted at Odessa, Wash. 
on May 10, and a few at other eastern Washington 
localities later (Hall, LaFave). A flock of 25 Sage 
Sparrows, of which 3 were collected, was noted at Lake 
Lenore, Grant Co., Wash. on March 9. This is 3 weeks 
early for this location (Hall, LaFave). Brewer's 
Sparrows were noted at three localities, Odessa, Red 
Rocks Lakes and Bozeman. Martin noted a straggler 
Harris' Sparrow at Kamloops on May 26. White-
crowned Sparrows largely conformed to the pattern of 
earlier arrival in the western areas: Baker, April 13; 
Spokane, April 21; Kamloops, April 23; Helena, May 6; 
Red Rocks Lakes, May 9; Bozeman, May 8; Billings, 
May 5, and Calgary, April 30. The 100 Mile area gives 
us two Golden-crowned Sparrow records: single birds 
on May 6 and 19. Calgary had a single White-throated 
Sparrow, May 19. While rare there, it is common at Red 
Deer, 100 miles north, and in the Edmonton area. 

Erskine reported a single Swamp Sparrow, on May 5 
at Watson Lake, 100 Mile area. Lincoln's Sparrow was 
recorded first on May 3 at Calgary and later in the 
month at Red Rocks Lakes, 100 Mile House and 
Spokane. Lapland Longspurs appeared in small 
numbers (maximum of 8) at Missoula from Feb. 28 to 
March 6 and another small flight occurred there 
between March 29 and April 5. A few adult males in 
breeding plumage were in the latter flight. Both flights 
occurred with migrating Horned Larks. Snow Buntings 
were noted as late as April 5 at Bozeman (Skaar).—
THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, 
Wash. 
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Spring Migration, 1958 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The warm mild winter 
was followed by winter weather in March and April and 
then a hot May. April and May don't usually represent 
spring in this Region, but with the season early there 
was more spring than usual by the time it ended. In the 
Great Basin the big waterfowl flight is either over 
entirely or declining by the start of this period, and in 
the high country residents don't arrive until after the 
first of June. The season has been relatively wet and it 
is a good breeding season for waterfowl. The Great 
Basin refuges called the migration routine. In the 
Central Rockies spring was late through April but by 
June 1 the migration was way ahead of time; so in our 
confusion of seasons things were as mixed up as ever. 
We really don't know spring as the eastern part of the 
country knows it anyway; we have winter and summer 
with little in between. In general this was just an 
average season. 
 
Swans.—The wintering Trumpeter Swan population on 
Flat Creek in the Nat'l Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole in 
western Wyoming diminished to one breeding pair 
which again set up housekeeping near the highway 
(Greenwalt). 
 
Geese.—David Marshall reported that with the fine 
water conditions, Harney Lake just west of Malheur in 
eastern Oregon has greater concentrations of waterfowl 
than Malheur itself. He reported 1,000 Ross' Geese 
from Harney Lake, April 3, and 75,000 Snow Geese. 
Both these are high figures. At Monte Vista Refuge in 
southern Colorado Bryant reported that his captive 
geese are increasing and the Refuge is getting more use. 
 
Hawks and Owls.—Hawks seem to continue their 
downward course according to the observers in this 
Region but owls are holding up much better. The 
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Short-eared Owl was reported from all the big refuges 
in good numbers and was not uncommon elsewhere. 
 
Grouse.—Reed Ferris had the good fortune to visit the 
stamping ground of the Sharp-tailed Grouse in the 
Cache Valley of northeastern Utah on April 20 and 
found 20 birds still there although ordinarily the season 
is well over by that date. The Sage Hen continues to be 
most abundant in central and western Wyoming in the 
sagebrush plains, but the Sharp-tailed has become rare 
in these areas. It is said that the Sharp-tailed requires 
native grasses to survive and with the continued 
overgrazing has been driven from much of its former 
range. 
 
Shorebirds.—The shorebird migration this year was 
good. Lockerbie at Salt Lake City reported 100+ Black-
bellied Plover, May 10—a very high count. There were 
26 Snowy Plover together on Great Salt Lake, May 14 
(Kashin). Some 3,755 Marbled God-wits were found at 
Bear River Marshes at the upper end of Great Salt Lake 
on April 22, probably a record high figure. The 
concentration of 7,325 Am. Avocets on April 29 at 
Bear River was less than usual. The Dunlin, ordinarily 
scarce over this inland Region, showed up in several 
places. David Marshall had 30 at the Double O units of 
Malheur Refuge (part of Harney Lake) on May 14. 
Hugh House had one, May 7, on the Laramie Plains in 
southeastern Wyoming. There was another one for 
over a week in central Wyoming near Casper at the 
Standard Oil Lake, starting on April 27 (OKS). A 
Whimbrel was seen, May 17, on the Laramie Plains 
(HH) and 7 more, May 18, at Ocean Lake in central 
Wyoming (Wyoming Audubon Society). These birds 
are not supposed to occur in Wyoming. A Ruddy 
Turnstone, the third record for the state, was seen on 
May 18 at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming (W.A.S.). 
 
Crows.—Reed Ferris had Crows in Redmond in central 
Utah on April 23 which is unusual as they have 
ordinarily left central Utah before the middle of April. 
The Crow is not a breeding bird in Utah. 
 
Thrushes.—A Wood Thrush was present for a week in 
Casper in central Wyoming, starting May 29 (OKS). 
This is the first record of this bird for the state. 
 
Vireos and Warblers.—A Yellow-throated Vireo was 
found at Casper in central Wyoming on June 1 
(OKS)—a first record for this species in the state. 
Central and eastern Wyoming has been less covered by 
birders than almost any other part of the country. 
There have been no residents interested in birds and 
the status of many species is merely a guess. In this area 
one checks off a new species for the state as easily as 
one finds an early or late date in New England. The 
country is vast and the amount of coverage by 

competent observers is minimal. Lockerbie reported a 
good movement of warblers at Salt Lake City but 
nothing unusual. 
 
Blackbirds and Orioles.—Observers in Utah were 
impressed with the large migratory movements of 
blackbirds including Brewer's, Redwings, and Yellow-
heads. These birds appear to be increasing (Reed Ferris, 
Lockerbie, and John Bushman of Dugway). A pair of 
Orchard Orioles was reported by Mrs. Crews on May 
11 at Hotchkiss in the high mesa country of the 
Western slope of Colorado—the first report of the bird 
in that area. 
 
Grosbeaks.—On May 18 at Cheyenne Mr. and Mrs. 
Hanesworth had a Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a great 
rarity in Wyoming. On May 19 there was a large 
movement of Evening Grosbeaks (several flocks of 
over a 100 birds) at Hotchkiss, Colo. (Mrs. Crews). 
Elsewhere Evening Grosbeaks remained very late, as 
usual, until the end of May. They were reported in large 
numbers in the Salt Lake area (CWL) where they 
started to become conspicuous in March. 
 
Sparrows.—A. B. Mickey had a White-throated Sparrow 
at Laramie on May 17, an unusual spring record.—DR. 
O. K. SCOTT, 437 E. 13 St., Casper, Wyo. 
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Spring Migration, 1958 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
After the unprecedented warm winter, February and 
March continued the trend, with vegetation from four 
to six weeks ahead of normal. However, April was, for 
the most part, cold, wet and windy, and by the end of 
the month the advance of the vegetation had been 
reduced to two or three weeks. Some observers felt 
that the early migrants were much earlier than normal; 
other observers felt that weather had had no 
appreciable effect on migration. An unusual record was 
a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher studied carefully near 
Olympia, Wash. 
 
Loons, Tube-noses.—Twelve Arctic Loons were seen 
flying north on April 29, 20 miles west of Destruction 
Island, Wash. Since there is so little information about 
the occurrence of pelagic birds off the Washington and 
Oregon coast, the following information from Richard 
T. Holmes will be quoted rather fully. 
 
Black-footed Albatross—Generally common throughout 
the area covered, as many as 96 being counted 20-30 
miles off shore between Yaquina Head and the 
Columbia River, Oreg. April 16. 
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Laysan Albatross—One on Hecate Bank, 30-40 miles 
west of Hecate Point, Oreg., April 15. 
 
Pink-footed Shearwater—One was 30 miles west of 
Umatilla Head, Wash., April 29. 
 
Sooty Shearwater—Seen commonly.  
 
Slender-billed Shearwater.—Three, April 15, Hecate Bank; 
30, April 25, 35 miles west of Destruction Island; 100+, 
April 28, La Parouse Bank, 30 miles west of Cape 
Flattery, Wash. 
 
Fork-tailed Petrel—Seen fairly commonly. 
 
Leach Petrel—Two, April 17, 28 miles SW of Columbia 
River Lightship; 15, April 22, between 10 and 20 miles 
W of the Columbia River; approximately 6 per hour 
seen, April 25, between the Columbia River and 
Destruction Island, Wash., 4,070 miles off shore; 15, 
April 27, 90 miles SW of Cape Flattery. 
 
Egrets, Waterfowl.—Two Common Egrets  
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were seen near Medford, Oreg. April 28 (Thomas 
McCamant). Canada Geese were migrating through 
Corvallis, Oreg: 66, April 8; 212, April 10; 568, April 
12; 120, April 13; 78, April 14; 100, April 23; 200, May 
2; many, May 7; 50, May 13. Asa C. Thoreson, the 
observer, reported that the large numbers of geese 
which wintered in the surrounding area had all left by 
April 14, and few, if any, had left before April 7. "It 
was apparent that most of the geese seen during that 
week were those which had wintered nearby. Before 
April 7 the sky had been overcast since the cold winter 
weather; with the coming of clear weather the geese all 
left. The clear weather was accompanied by breezes 
from the north but none of the winds were strong 
enough to inhibit the birds." A large flock of geese, 
probably Canadas, passed over Seattle, April 20. 
Davidson reported a small migration of Black Brant 
through Victoria, the most seen being 500 in Saanich 
Inlet, March 22. Holmes reported 4 observations of 
this species between April 16 and 25, including a flock 
of 20, 70 miles W of the Columbia River lightship, 
April 25. White-fronted Geese were seen migrating 
over Corvallis, April 12. Pintails were seen flying north 
on April 27, 100 miles SW of Cape Flattery. Blue-
winged Teal (2 pairs) were seen during the spring at 
Victoria, where they are very unusual. Three 
Buffleheads seen at Crystal Springs Lake, Portland, 
Oreg., May 22, were very late. On April 21 John Bodly 
observed 1 male and 5 female Red-breasted Mergansers 
at Fern Ridge Reservoir near Eugene, Oreg. Mr. 

Alderson believes this to be the first inland Oregon 
Record. 
 
Vultures, Kites, Rails.—Two Turkey Vultures were seen 
at Victoria, March 29. Eleanor A. Pugh reported a 
White-tailed Kite flying and calling repeatedly over 
Reedsport, Oreg., May 13. Two Soras, both paralyzed, 
probably from marsh spraying of DDT, were brought 
to Mrs. Schumacher on May 8 and May 27, at Seattle. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls, Alcids.—Ten Ruddy Turnstones 
appeared at Clover Point, Victoria, May 7, and 
remained a few days. A Wandering Tattler in spring 
plumage was at that place, May 12. Two Pectoral 
Sandpipers were at Victoria, April 25. Several 
phalaropes (sp.) were noted at La Parouse Bank off 
Cape Flattery, April 29. Single Pomarine Jaegers were 
observed: April 25, 60 miles NW of the Columbia 
River, and April 29, 30 miles W of Umatilla Head, 
Wash. Bonaparte's Gulls were reported to have moved 
into the Vancouver, B. C. area, March 27-30, when up 
to 115 were observed along Spanish Banks with about 
500 Mew Gulls, which also may have been migrants. 
One was seen near Eugene, April 21; this species is 
considered accidental in the Willamette Valley. They 
were seen in small numbers off the coast, with one 30 
miles off Umatilla Head, Wash., on April 29. Cassin's 
and Rhinoceros Auklets were common off shore 
during April, and Tufted Puffins were frequently seen. 
 
Doves, Owls, Nighthawks.—A Mourning Dove was seen 
at Corvallis, April 8. Band-tailed Pigeons were first seen 
at Crescent Beach, B. C., on April 23. Davidson saw a 
Pygmy Owl at Victoria, May 10, the first he had seen in 
15 years. Common Nighthawks were first noted in 
Portland, May 29, and at Olympia, June 4. 
 
Swifts and Hummingbirds.—A Vaux's Swift was seen on 
the Columbia River near Portland, April 20, which is 
early; they were first noted at Hope, B. C., on May 13. 
Male Rufous Hummingbirds were first reported, March 
4, at Olympia; on March 10 at Renton, Wash; on March 
30 at Victoria, and females were there on April 7; 
Canon Holdom reported the first seen at Crescent 
Beach, B. C., April 21, which is late. 
 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—A hybrid Red-shafted x 
Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen on Sauvies Island, near 
Portland, April 13. The Lewis' Woodpeckers that have 
been resident since nesting in Victoria in 1957 were 
reported nesting again (3 pairs) at the end of May. The 
first Ash-throated Flycatcher was observed at Medford, 
May 6. Traill's Flycatchers were first seen, May 10, at 
Victoria. Western Flycatchers arrived there, April 18; 
north of Seattle, April 30. Western Wood Pewees were 
first recorded at Olympia, May 25. Olive-sided 
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Flycatchers were first seen north of Seattle, May 8, and 
at Victoria, May 10. 
 
Swallows, Thrushes, Gnatcatcher.—Violet-green Swallows 
were observed near Olympia, Feb. 6, which is 
exceptionally early ; the first were seen at Victoria, 
March 2, and Crescent Beach, B. C., March 23. The 
peak of migration passed through western Oregon 
about April 22, when they were reported flying north 
continually for "a couple of days." Tree Swallows were 
seen in two places north of Seattle, Feb. 23. Rough-
winged Swallows were seen at Portland, April 12; north 
of Seattle, April 16; at Victoria, April 19, and at Hope, 
May 1. A very early Cliff Swallow was seen near 
Medford, March 31. Three Purple Martins were seen, 
April 30, at Victoria. A Hermit Thrush was seen, April 
13, at West Vancouver, B. C.; Swainson's Thrushes 
appeared at Olympia, May 11, and at Crescent Beach, 
May 16. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was studied by 4 
observers near Olympia, April 5. It has been suggested 
that this bird may have been a storm-driven individual 
blown northward by the violent storms that preceded 
this date. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—Solitary Vireos appeared at Medford, 
on April 14, north of Seattle, April 23, and at Victoria, 
April 4 (very early). Warbling Vireos were in Victoria, 
April 29; in Olympia, April 30, and north of Seattle, 
May 4. Orange-crowned Warblers appeared, April 5, in 
Olympia and on April 6 in Victoria. Yellow Warblers 
were in Corvallis, April 23; in Olympia, April 25, north 
of Seattle and in Victoria, April 27, and at Crescent 
Beach, May 9. Myrtle Warblers were seen in Corvallis, 6 
on April 6, 1 on April 7, and 6 on April 8. Several were 
at Seattle, April 13; a wave, about half full-plumaged 
males, was found at Olympia, April 16-18; some were 
seen at Victoria, May 4. Audubon's Warblers arrived at 
Victoria, March 11, but were not recorded at Crescent 
Beach until April 21; the peak of migration at Medford 
was April 24.  
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Black-throated Gray Warblers were seen on April 20 in 
Portland, April 23 in Seattle, and a wave on April 24 at 
Olympia. MacGillivray's Warblers were reported on 
April 14 at Medford and on May 8 at Victoria. Wilson's 
Warblers appeared at Medford on April 26, north of 
Seattle, April 30, and at Victoria, May 3. 
 
Icterids, Tanagers, Finches.—On June 2 Thomas 
McCamant discovered a nesting colony of Tricolored 
Blackbirds numbering about 1,500 on Bear Creek, 
somewhat NW of Medford, Oreg. At least 3 pairs of 
Bullock's Orioles appeared in western Washington: one 
at Issaquah (third year there); one at Rochester (fourth 
year) and one at Shelton (first). Western Tanagers 

appeared in Victoria, May 7, and north of Seattle, May 
10. Evening Grosbeaks were exceedingly abundant 
throughout the Region from the end of March to the 
middle of May. At Corvallis they were very numerous 
from April 13 to May 7. Pine Siskins were nesting in 
extremely large numbers in western Washington in 
April and May. Savannah Sparrows of the breeding race 
brooksi arrived at Victoria, March 29; northern races 
began migrating through the area, April 9, and reached 
a peak the first week in May. Vesper Sparrows were 
first seen, April 14, at Medford; on April 13 one was 
observed at Seattle, which is north of its usual range in 
western Washington. Chipping Sparrows first appeared 
on March 31 at Medford and on April 16 at Victoria. 
White-crowned Sparrows of the pugetensis race appeared 
in Victoria, March 29, and at Crescent Beach, April 3. 
At Corvallis (race not specified, but probably gambelii) 
they were first seen on April 16 and then regularly 
through April 25; the last (3) were seen on April 30. 
The Golden-crowned Sparrow migration there ran 
from April 23 through May 7. A "fair-sized migration" 
passed through Victoria, May 3. They were last seen on 
May 15 at Portland and on May 19 at Victoria.—
ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake 
Terrace, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1958 
 
PALOUSE.-.NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The summer season was unusually wet in 
the Bozeman, Mont. area, and July brought unusual 
wind and several hail storms. In spite of this, birds 
there appeared to have generally good nesting success 
and were seen in more than usual numbers. At 
Missoula, June and July were unusually wet but August 
was hot and dry. An early melting of mountain snows 
resulted in early drying up of marsh and swamp areas 
there, with resulting concentration of marsh and water 
birds in the remaining suitable areas. Baker, Oreg. had a 
wet, stormy, windy June, which appeared to affect 
nesting adversely to some extent. July and August there 
were generally hot and dry. The nesting season 
appeared to be about normal for the area, however. 
The Spokane, Wash. area and the Cariboo Parklands 
area around Williams Lake in southern British 
Columbia had a fairly wet June but July and August 
were very hot and dry. LaFave considered it an 
exceptionally good summer for breeding birds in 
eastern Washington. In the Cariboo area Erskine noted 
that the very early spring caused early nesting to be 2 to 
3 weeks early, but later nestings were about on 
schedule. Some waterfowl, particularly Am. Coot and 
Blue-winged Teal, showed increased numbers in that 
area. Credit for observations, unless otherwise noted, is 
as follows: area around Bozeman, Mont., C. V. Davis; 
Missoula and Ninepipe Reservoir, Mont., R. L. Hand; 
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Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward; Spokane, Wash., S. O. 
Stanley; and Cariboo Parklands, A. J. Erskine. The large 
number of breeding bird data received for the summer 
season could not be handled here with justice because 
of lack of space. Your regional editor strongly suggests 
that observers in the Region, if they are not already 
doing so, contribute their breeding data to the British 
Columbia Nest Records Scheme, c/o Dept. of 
Zoology, Univ. of British Columbia, Vancouver 8, B. 
C. Contributors should write there first for 
information. 
 
Loons, Grebes.—The Common Loon made a good 
showing according to Erskine's report from the 
Cariboo Parklands. They were present on several lakes 
and a nest was found, May 27, at Phililloo Lake. Young 
were seen at Lac la Hache, July 10 and 12, and at Seton 
Lake on the former date. Munro reported that 
motorboat enthusiasts at Lac la Hache chase the loons; 
the effect of this upon the birds' success is uncertain. 
Many reports came in on the nesting of the five species 
of grebes of the Region; these were mainly the 
observations of Erskine, LaFave and Hall. At Watson 
Lake, B. C. 22 nests of the Red-necked were located. 
An adult Horned Grebe was collected at Marias Pass, 
Glacier Co., Mont., on June 13. The species is 
uncommon in the area (LaFave). The breeding colony 
at Williams Lake, B. C., formerly the only one known in 
the Province, is being affected by motorboat races in its 
vicinity, according to Munro. No young were noted 
there. 
 
Pelicans, Herons.—White Pelicans were reported only 
from the Bozeman area, where Skaar noted them in 
June and July at Madison Lake and 20 birds on Aug. 1 
on Canyon Ferry Reservoir. He also noted 3 Great Blue 
Heron nests in the Bitterroot Valley south of Missoula, 
Mont. The first record of the Black-crowned Night 
Heron in Alberta was of 4 adults at Strathmore on May 
26 (G. Freeman fide E. D. Beacham). On June 19, 1 
adult and 1 immature were seen there (N. Winnick, 
EDB), and in mid-August, 4 adults and 3 immature 
birds were noted (Calgary Bird Club). Attempts are 
being made to secure a specimen. 
 
Waterfowl.—Two adult Trumpeter Swans were seen on 
Madison Lake, June 7, on which date 36 families of 
Canada Goose also were noted there. Young were seen 
there as early as May 18. Erskine reported that the 
species was said to be much less common in the 
Cariboo Parklands than in former years. No definite 
data were given, however. Young were noted at Baker, 
Oreg. and in eastern and central Washington. Good 
numbers of Green-winged Teal, mostly moulting 
adults, were banded at Riske Creek, B. C. in late July. 
The Blue-winged were very abundant and breeding in 
the same general area. At least 4 broods of Wood 

Ducks hatched along the Clark Fork River just west of 
Missoula, and Skaar observed about 30 including young 
in early August in the Bitterroot Valley. The species 
seemed to be down in numbers in the Spokane area, 
however. Well-grown young Ring-necked Ducks were 
banded at Donnelly Lake near 150 Mile House, Aug. 1. 
Lesser Scaup and Barrow's Goldeneye were abundant 
breeders in the Cariboo area. Twenty-eight of 94  
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nest boxes erected for the goldeneye in the area by L. 
G. Sugden of the British Columbia Game Dept. were 
occupied, although the dates were generally later than 
for natural sites. Sugden's efforts along the same line 
for Bufflehead were appreciated more by passerine 
birds, which occupied all 30 boxes he put up. Young 
White-winged Scoters were banded at Donnelly Lake in 
the Cariboo area and the species was noted at several 
other lakes in the area. Hooded Mergansers seemed to 
be the most common in the Missoula area, where they 
were noted in distinctly larger numbers than usual. At 
least 3 broods were noted just west of the city on July 
25 and a flock of at least 20 was noted near Victor, July 
28. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were noted 
widely but in small numbers. No mention was made of 
breeding and the birds were scarce at Missoula, where 
the species usually concentrates in late summer. An 
adult Goshawk was noted, July 5, on Salmo Mountain, 
Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (LaFave) and an immature was 
seen at Soda Lake in the Cariboo area in late July. Ann 
Ward followed progress of a nest of the Swainson's 
Hawk at Baker, Oreg. The female was incubating on 
May 20. On July 2 downy young were noted. They were 
well feathered and nearly ready to leave on Aug. 2. 
House Sparrows nested in the base of the hawk nest. A 
single Swainson's Hawk was noted, Aug. 8, near 
Missoula, where it is quite rare. Young Golden Eagles 
in the nest were noted between July 4 and 19 along the 
Madison River (Davis). Ospreys, at least a few, seemed 
to be having power pole trouble. A pair near Three 
Forks, Mont. was still trying to complete a nest, July 29, 
on a pole (Davis) and a nest built in a similar location at 
Missoula appeared to have been abandoned. The nest 
on the old piling by the bridge at Sandpoint, Idaho, had 
young nearly full grown on Aug. 16, however. Possibly 
this nest is seen by more people each year than any 
other in the Region (TR). 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Several reports of Blue Grouse 
came in. Perhaps the oddest was of a bird which 
wandered down to the campus of Montana University 
and stayed during the first week of June, to the delight 
of bird photographers. Erskine noted 6 broods in his 
area in late July. An adult and 4 or 5 small young 
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White-tailed Ptarmigan were photographed at short 
range at Logan Pass, Glacier National Park, Aug. 2 (K. 
D. Swan, fide Hand). Young Ring-necked Pheasants 
seemed to be down in numbers at Baker, possibly 
owing to heavy rain and hail in early June. Chukars 
were noted near Durkee, Oreg. and in the Cariboo area. 
The Gray Partridge appeared to be much more 
common than in previous years at Missoula, where 
several broods were seen almost daily. 
 
Rails, Coots, Shorebirds.—Soras were noted more 
frequently at Missoula during the summer. Hand 
believes this is due to the drying up of many previously 
suitable areas, rather than to an overall increase in 
numbers. The species was reported as abundant in the 
Cariboo area, where nests and young were noted. An 
immature Virginia Rail was noted in eastern 
Washington (LaFave) and the species was seen in the 
Cariboo area, where the Am. Coot occurred 
abundantly. The earliest record of young Killdeer was 
on May 9 near Richland, Oreg. A Mountain Plover with 
young was seen, June 17, north of Two Dot, Mont. 
(Mrs. Robin Boyd, fide Davis). The Long-billed Curlew 
was reported to have increased over previous years in 
the Cariboo area (Munro, Sugden). The largest number 
was some 50 birds south of Riske Creek, July 25. One 
bird at Missoula on July 30 was Hand's first record 
there. Recent records in the area are scarce, according 
to Hand. The species was reported in 1911 in the 
Bitterroot Valley to the south. Greater Yellowlegs were 
widespread and regular in the Cariboo area, but 
apparently were non-breeders as would be expected. A 
Willet and half-grown young were observed at 
Centennial Valley in the Bozeman area on July 5 (H. N. 
Metcalf). Young Wilson's Phalaropes were noted at 
Baker on July 6. Young were on the wing by late July in 
the Cariboo district. 
 
Gulls and Terns.—About 10 adult and young California 
Gulls were observed feeding along the Madison River, 
July 4 (Skaar). At least 4 Bonaparte's Gulls were at 
Donnelly Lake in the Cariboo area on Aug. 1. Up to 10 
Caspian Terns were noted between July 19 and Aug. 13 
at O'Sullivan Dam, Moses Lake and Blue Lake, Grant 
Co., Wash. (LaFave, Hall). Forster's was reported only 
from Ninepipe Reservoir, 3 on Aug. 14. The earliest 
report of an immature Black Tern was July 19 in 
eastern Washington (LaFave). 
 
Doves and Cuckoos.—Rock Doves had gone completely 
"native" along the Madison River, where they nested 
among the rocks. Mourning Doves were reported as 
abundant in the Bozeman area, possibly increasingly 
common around Missoula and common at Spokane. 
However, the Cariboo area yielded only 3 records, all of 
single birds. At Baker the nesting was believed to be 
with good success. Black-billed Cuckoos were more 

abundant in the Bozeman area than for several years. 
One or possibly 2 of these birds were noted at Calgary, 
Alta. (Beacham). 
 
Owls.—A young Great Horned Owl was picked up 
dead on the road near 108 Mile in the Cariboo area 
(Stein and Michener). Burrowing Owls were noted in 
Stillwater County, Mont. at Baker, Oreg., and Moses 
Lake, Wash. (LaFave). A late nest of the Long-eared 
Owl was observed at intervals near Spokane. The eggs 
hatched between July 5 and 9. The 4 young left the nest 
between July 31 and Aug. 2 (C. Dion, fide Stanley). An 
immature Short-eared Owl, hit by a truck near Riske 
Creek on June 10, was cared for until June 19, when it 
was released, able to fly well. 
 
Swifts and Hummingbirds.—A few Vaux's Swifts were 
noted at Missoula, Twin Lakes, Idaho (LaFave) and on 
Salmo Mountain (LaFave and Hall). Black Swifts were 
observed over Lac la Hache during July and early 
August (Stein and Michener). Hand noted a female 
Black-chinned Hummingbird at close range at Missoula 
on June 17. He reported that the Rufous, ordinarily 
common there, was noted only  
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for a few days in May, but the Calliope was consistently 
present, as it was at Bozeman. Erskine had just one 
hummer, of unidentified species, all summer in the 
Cariboo area. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Many hybrids between 
Yellow-shafted and Red-shafted Flickers were nesting 
in the Cariboo area and one apparently pure Yellow-
shafted male was seen at Watson Lake on July 16. 
Erskine and Maclaren banded 112 young, representing 
22 broods. Williamson's Sapsucker, seldom reported in 
this Region, was noted on Eagle Creek near Baker, 
Oreg. in June and July. The scarce White-headed 
Woodpecker was seen at its usual nesting area near St. 
Marks, Idaho; near Hunters, Wash. (Stanley) and at 
Chatcolet, Benewah Co., Idaho (Hall). The Black-
backed Three-toed was observed in the Blue 
Mountains northeast of Baker and near Troy, Mont. 
(TR), while the Northern Three-toed was noted in 
Hyalite Canyon in the Gallatin Range south of 
Bozeman (Skaar). The latter species was fairly common 
on Salmo Mountain in early July. Nineteen birds were 
noted and 2 nest holes found (LaFave). Both species 
were recorded in the Cariboo area. The last member of 
a brood of Traill's Flycatchers at Baker left the nest on 
July 4. Birds with the "fitz-bew" song type were 
widespread in the Cariboo area but those that sang 
"fitz-bee-o" were noted only at Lac la Hache, where 
both types nest (Stein and Michener). Birds tentatively 
identified as Least Flycatchers were observed and 
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specimens taken in the Cariboo area. This may extend 
the known breeding range of the species. 
 
Larks, Swallows and Jays.—Young Horned Larks were 
on the wing as early as May 13 at Missoula. A few 
young Violet-green Swallows were out of the nest on 
July 4 at Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (TR) and Tree Swallows 
were fledging in the Cariboo area from June 20 on. 
Young Gray Jays were awing on June 4 at Soda Lake in 
the Cariboo area (Sugden). Young Piñon Jays were in 
flight on June 1 at Bozeman (Skaar). Nestling Clark's 
Nutcrackers only a few days old were found, March 26, 
along the Little Spokane River (LaFave). 
 
Chickadees, Wrens.—A total of 8 Boreal Chickadees was 
noted, July 5 and 6, in the Salmo Mountain area in 
hemlock and spruce forest (LaFave). Two adult and 8 
fledged young Winter Wrens were observed at Twin 
Lakes, Idaho on June 8 and at least 50 were noted in 
the Salmo Mountain area, July 5 and 6 (Hall, LaFave). 
Nestling Rock Wrens were noted at Baker on July 1. 
 
Catbirds and Thrashers.—Single Catbirds were noted on 
two occasions in the Cariboo area in late July and early 
August. The species nears the limit of its range here. 
Unusual numbers of Brown Thrashers were noted at 
Calgary, where the species is uncommon (Beacham). 
Adult Sage Thrashers were noted in 5 counties of the 
Bozeman area (Skaar). 
 
Thrushes.—Robins appeared to have good success, with 
broods coming off much of the summer. The earliest 
date reported for fledged young was May 5 at Spokane 
(TR). Varied Thrushes were noted at Salmo Mountain 
(Hall, LaFave) and along Granite Creek in the Cabinet 
Mountains of northwestern Montana (TR). Hermit 
Thrushes were reported as very abundant in early July 
at Salmo Mountain (Hall, LaFave). They noted young 
of the species there on Aug. 16. Erskine found this 
species abundant in the Cariboo area. A Western 
Bluebird, noted several times on June 22 near the 
campus of Montana State College, Bozeman, was the 
first of record for that part of the state. 
 
Waxwings through Warblers.—Cedar Waxwings seemed 
scarce this summer. Family groups were seen near Lac 
la Hache in early August (Stein and Michener); other 
areas reported few birds. The Starling was as common 
in the Cariboo area as elsewhere, with many broods 
noted. A Solitary Vireo, an uncommon breeder in the 
Spokane area, was observed feeding 2 young out of the 
nest, June 29, in Deep Creek Canyon. Orange-crowned 
Warblers were noted near Bozeman, Missoula, Baker 
and in the Cariboo area. Nashville Warblers were not 
reported during the breeding season but 6 were noted 
on Aug. 9 at Moses Lake, Wash. This species is rare in 
fall in eastern Washington (LaFave). A Parula 

Warbler, collected near Gorge Creek, southwest of 
Calgary, established a new distribution record for the 
species (David Boag, fide Beacham). A male 
MacGillivray's Warbler was seen feeding a young 
Brown-headed Cowbird at Baker, Oreg., Aug. 6. A 
Wilson's Warbler, apparently carrying insects to its 
young, was noted at 5,000 ft. on Salmo Mountain, July 
5 (Hall, LaFave). A male singing in the heavily forested 
area along Granite Creek in the Cabinet Mountains of 
northwestern Montana, Aug. 19, was the first evidence 
found by your regional editor of the bird breeding in 
that area. Am. Redstarts nested in at least small 
numbers at Baker, Oreg., near the limit of the range of 
the species. 
 
Bobolinks.—A pair of these birds with 3 well-grown 
young at Lac la Hache, July 12-16, furnished the first 
breeding record for the central Cariboo area (Erskine 
and Stein). The species was also noted at St. Marks, 
Idaho, in June (Stanley, Hall), and at Missoula and 
Bozeman (Skaar). 
 
Buntings and Finches.—Young Lazuli Buntings were just 
leaving the nest on July 20 at Missoula. Evening 
Grosbeaks were found in numbers at higher elevations 
on Hyalite Peak south of Bozeman (Skaar) and around 
Baker, where young were noted, July 25. The Purple 
Finch enters the regional report this summer, as the 
species was observed up to mid-July in the Cariboo 
area. Pine Grosbeaks were seen on Salmo Mountain in 
July and August and a fully grown juvenal was collected 
on Aug. 16 (LaFave). Pine Siskins were noted as 
common to abundant at Missoula, at Spokane, and in 
the Cariboo area. At the former locality, an adult was 
seen feeding well-grown young on Aug. 3. Red 
Crossbills are back in the news again for the Region. 
Most areas reported them as occasional to common. 
There are indications of a good cone crop, in 
northwestern Montana at least, which should bring the 
birds around. A few White-winged Crossbills were 
noted by Hall and LaFave on their Salmo Mountain 
trip on Aug. 16. 
 
Sparrows.—Green-tailed Towhees were carrying food in 
the Bozeman area on July 26. Young  
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Rufous-sided Towhees were out of the nest on July 4 
along the Madison River west of Bozeman. Eight Lark 
Buntings were noted, July 3, flying in an easterly 
direction very low over Logan Pass, elevation 6,664 
ft., in Glacier National Park. Richard Johnson, the 
observer, suspects that the birds may occasionally cross 
the Pass to and from the Flathead Valley (some 30 
miles to the southwest), where they have occurred 
irregularly. A late brood of Oregon Juncos was 
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evidently just out of the nest on Aug. 20 at Libby, 
Mont. (Don Peterson, Ray Baenen). The earliest and 
the latest fledged Chipping Sparrows reported were at 
Spokane on June 6 (Stanley); and about July 24 (TR). 
Young White-crowned Sparrows were out of the nest, 
June 25, in the Bozeman area. Only a few were noted 
in the Cariboo area after late May but the black-lored 
race was very common at Marias Pass over the 
Continental Divide just south of Glacier National Park 
on June 13 (LaFave). Lincoln's Sparrow was noted 
carrying food, July 15, in the Bozeman area (Skaar) and 
the species was abundant in the Cariboo area. At Baker, 
Ann Ward observed 3 broods of Song Sparrows in her 
backyard fledge between June 4 and Aug. 5. What a 
fine backyard for a bird-lover! McCown's Longspur 
was found by LaFave and Hudson to be much more 
common than the Chestnut-collared around Great Falls 
and Browning, Mont., June 13. The former species was 
recorded, July 5, in Stillwater County, Mont. (Davis).—
THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, 
Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1958 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Over most of this area 
the summer was wet and cool. However, as usual, 
western Colorado was different; it was hot and dry. In 
general, the season was not remarkable bird-wise. 
 
Grebes.—A Horned Grebe nested in the Blitzen valley 
at Malheur in eastern Oregon (David Marshall), one of 
the first breeding records for the state of Oregon. 
 
Pelicans.—For the first time in several years White 
Pelicans nested at Harney Lake next to Malheur 
(Marshall). Harney Lake has been virtually dry until the 
last few years. The pelicans nested on two low narrow 
islands. Heavy waves from a storm on the lake washed 
over most of the islands and destroyed all but two of 
230 nests. 
 
Herons.—There was a big show of herons at 
Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 10 
(Lockerbie). There were 91 Great Blues, 150 Snowies 
and the usual Black-crowned Night Herons and 
bitterns. This is the greatest number seen in years in 
that area. At Malheur and Harney Lakes, owing to 
abundant water, this was a good nesting year for 
herons. Marshall reported from that area: 350 pairs of 
Great Blue Herons; 450 pairs of Common Egrets; 100 
pairs of Snowy Egrets; and 700 pairs of Black-crowned 
Night Herons. 
 
Swans.—On Aug. 6, 2 swans believed to be Trumpeters 
were seen with 2 two-thirds-grown cygnets at Malheur 

(Marshall). It appears that the plantings from Red Rock 
Lakes are finally getting results. The Trumpeters 
continue to have poor results in their breeding efforts 
at Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge at Jackson, 
Wyo. (Greenwalt)—they nested but lost their young. 
Elsewhere in Jackson Hole the Trumpeter fared better. 
The pair behind Rockefeller's new Jackson Lake Lodge 
raised 4 cygnets, putting on a real show for the hotel 
guests (Berlet). 
 
Geese and Ducks.—In general, with abundant water 
supplies, the breeding season in this Region was good. 
Malheur and elsewhere recorded more production 
according to brood counts. There was nothing unusual 
recorded, however. There are changes going on in the 
Malheur area in eastern Oregon. The Carp have 
increased to such an extent that there is very little sago 
pond weed left. Consequently, Malheur is now a much 
poorer feeding ground for waterfowl. A Harlequin 
Duck was found at Klamath Falls on June 14 
(McLeod)—an unusual record for that area. 
 
Shorebirds.—There is nothing exceptional to report 
except a great concentration of Am. Avocets reported 
near Farmington Bay on the Great Salt Lake on Aug. 
10. One flock contained 10,000 birds and there were 
also two smaller groups (Lockerbie). 
 
Owls.—The Short-eared Owl is still showing signs of 
increasing in this Region. Monte Vista Refuge in 
southern central Colorado reported a build-up to 60 
individuals by the end of this reporting period (Bryant). 
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa 
country of western Colorado reported a good breeding 
season for the hummers, with the Black-chinned the 
most common local species and the Broad-tailed the 
most numerous migrant. A Rufous Hummingbird 
showed up in Cheyenne in southeastern Wyoming, 
Aug. 7 (Mrs. Hanesworth). This seems quite far east for 
the bird. 
 
Martins.—Gleb Kashin reported 3 Purple Martins in 
the Wasatch Mountains above 9,000 ft., about 15 miles 
out of Salt Lake City, June 22. This is a rare bird in 
those mountains. 
 
Grosbeaks.—Durango continues to be the Evening 
Grosbeak capitol of this area. For some reason there 
are more of these birds in Durango than elsewhere. 
Returning flocks with young started appearing by July 
17 (Reames). Except for this area in southwestern  
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Colorado, the Evening Grosbeak is only reported in 
small numbers in this Region. 
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Longspurs.—Mrs. Hanesworth had 2 pairs of breeding 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs at Cheyenne, June 15, in 
addition to the much more common McCown's 
Longspur. The latter bird is common to abundant over 
most of the eastern half of Wyoming during the 
breeding season.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 
13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1958 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—This 
has been one of the hottest, driest summers ever 
recorded in this Region. The nesting season began and 
ended early. Although some fledglings were still being 
reported in mid-August, breeding White-crowned 
Sparrows were almost through their postnuptial molt 
by the third week of July, which is exceptionally early. 
There were numerous complaints, for the first time, of 
crows destroying nests and young birds in the Seattle 
area. There was a tremendous increase in the Brown-
headed Cowbird population. 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Davidson reported from Victoria that a 
(non-breeding) Snow Goose and a White-fronted 
Goose were seen together on the sea-front golf course 
on Vancouver Island for some weeks in June and July. 
A pair of Blue-winged Teal nested in a swamp close to 
Victoria. A few are known to nest west of the Cascades 
in Washington, but there are no official records for 
British Columbia nearer than the Okanagan Valley. 
 
Grouse, Shorebirds, Alcids.—Near Issaquah, Wash. a 
Ruffed Grouse nest containing 6 eggs was found, May 
30. By June 6 the young were gone. Killdeer were very 
abundant. The second broods were hatching the third 
week in July. A Common Snipe with 2 young of 
different sizes was seen near Blaine on June 20. Since 
they could not yet fly, one was captured and banded by 
Mrs. Kline. The first young Marbled Murrelets were 
seen at Victoria, June 14. 
 
Doves, Swallows.—A Mourning Dove nest was found at 
Victoria, July 28. Violet-green Swallows at Blaine, 
Wash. began laying, May 19. The first hatched on June 
11; the second brood flew, July 26. The male of one 
pair left the female to rear the young alone. Four pairs 
of Tree Swallows observed by Mrs. Kline laid 32 eggs, 
3 of which were infertile. Egg-laying began by May 7 
and the first young flew, June 4. On June 9 this female 
started another nest, the young of which flew on July 
14. A male of this species also abandoned the brood at 
least 10 days before they flew. First brood Barn 
Swallows were flying by June 11, and by July 8 some of 
the second broods had hatched. Some young were still 
in the nest, Aug. 6. Mrs. Kline noted considerable 

discrepancies in age in the same nest, as if the female 
had begun incubating with the first egg. Young Cliff 
Swallows were on the wing 'by June 5, but there was 
still some nesting activity as late as August 15. 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Wrens.—Young Steller's Jays were 
almost ready to leave the nest near Seattle, April 23. 
Bob and Elsie Boggs reported that a Black-capped 
Chickadee, nesting in a box in their yard, began 
building, April 18. There were 3 eggs on May 3 and 7 
eggs on May 10. The young hatched on May 18 and left 
the nest, June 4. A pair at Blaine had young that flew by 
May 19. Bewick's Wrens at Blaine had 5 eggs on April 
3; these young flew, April 26. On May 21 another nest 
contained 5 young in the pin-feather stage. 
 
Thrushes, Waxwings.—Both Mrs. Kline at Blaine and the 
Boggs in South Seattle reported Robins as generally 
unsuccessful in their nesting attempts. Swainson's 
Thrushes, on the other hand, did very well. From mid-
July to mid-August at the Editor's backyard netting 
station, 23 birds, mostly immatures, were taken. At 
Blaine, young Cedar Waxwings were ready to fly by 
June 13. A young bird of this species just out of the 
nest was found, Aug. 22, at Seattle. 
 
Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—Starlings again reared two 
broods at Blaine, the second nest of young leaving on 
June 10, nearly a month earlier than the second brood 
in 1957. Most vireos, particularly Red-eyed Vireos, 
appeared to have had a better season than most of the 
warblers. Warbling Vireos were reported as feeding 
Brown-headed Cowbirds in Seattle. Audubon's 
Warblers were much scarcer than usual. An Orange-
crowned Warbler was seen carrying nesting material, 
April 27. The nest was found, May 11, and contained 1 
egg, May 13, 4 on May 18, and 3 young, May 29. A 
Wilson's Warbler nest containing 3 young about 4 days 
old was found, July 4, at Seattle. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers, Fringillids.—A Brewer's Blackbird 
nest at Blaine had 4 eggs, May 5; these hatched, May 
12, and the young flew on May 25. Brown-headed 
Cowbirds were widely reported, being fed by small 
birds. At Victoria, Davidson saw them in company of 
the MacGillivray's Warbler, Chipping Sparrow and 
Oregon Junco. Mrs. Kline counted 197, mostly young, 
along a fence in July. Pine Siskins were very abundant, 
and began nesting on April 18 at Blaine, and on April 
21 near Seattle. A Rufous-sided Towhee nest was 
found under construction near Seattle, April 18. The 
first egg was laid, April 23, the last by April 26. Young 
were all hatched by May 9 and had flown by May 18. 
The first broods of Savannah Sparrows were out of the 
nest 'by the middle of May at Blaine. On June 22, three 
nests were found, one with 4 eggs, one with 3, and one 
with two young just hatched. The first young Oregon 
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Juncos were seen out of the nest north of Seattle, May 
3. A nest with 4 young, 4 or 5 days old, was found at 
Snoqualmie Pass Summit, July 6. Chipping Sparrows 
were feeding young able to fly at Blaine, May 30. 
Young White-crowned Sparrows flew, May 21, at 
Blaine. Young Song Sparrows were hatched by April 4 
at Seattle; another nest was found, April 13, with 3 
young about 3 or 4 days old. These left the nest on 
April 22. Another nest, found on May 5, contained 4 
eggs by May 10 and young birds, May 22.-ZELLA M. 
SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., Mountlake Terrace, 
Wash. 
 
 

End 1958 
 
1959 
 
Autumn Migration, 1958 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Weather for the 
Region was hot and dry during August and much of 
September. October remained mild and quite dry but 
November brought much precipitation, mostly as rain, 
in some areas. Not until mid-November was there 
much snow. Zero temperatures came to a few localities 
then but warmth again returned, with temperatures 
above freezing much of the time.  

 
It appeared that some birds straggled far behind usual 
departure dates because of the mild weather. In general, 
total numbers of birds seemed to be normal or even 
greater than usual. Reports of bird scarcities in the East 
cast us in this Region in the role of sympathetic 
foreigners. Except where otherwise indicated, credit for 
reports is as follows: Calgary, Alta. area, Calgary Bird 
Club, fide E. D. Beacham; British Columbia, Patrick W. 
Martin; Bozeman, Mont. P. D. Skaar, Me C. V. Davis; 
Missoula, Mont. R. L. Hand; National Bison Range, 
Moiese, Mont. C. J. Henry; Red Rock Lakes Refuge, 
Charles G. Hansen; Baker, Oreg., Ann Ward, and 
Spokane, Wash. Spokane Bird Club, fide S. O. Stanley. 

 
Loons, Grebes, Herons, Cormorants.—Migrating Common 
Loons reached peak numbers of 30-40 around the last 
of October on Madison and Willow Creek Reservoirs 
near Ennis, Mont. Eared Grebes reached a peak of 
about 300 at the same time and place. Grebes were 
mostly out of the Region before the snow and cold of 
mid-November. However, 10 of the Eared on Nov. 28 
at Waitt's Lake, Stevens County, Wash., furnished a late 
record. The first specimen of the Black-crowned 
Night Heron for Alberta was collected at Eagle Lake, 
near Strathmore, Aug. 20. It was one of 24 birds. 
About 160 Double-crested Cormorants were noted in 
the Bozeman area on Aug. 16 (C. V. Davis). 
 
Waterfowl.—Banff, Alta., which previously had only a 
few records of single Trumpeter Swans, had 22 of the 
birds on Vermilion Lakes on Oct. 21 (K. Hodges). The 
species was noted at Madison Reservoir up to Nov. 30. 
November cold apparently forced most Canada Geese 
out but 500 were still at Ennis, Mont. on Nov. 30. A 
large flight of Snow Geese passed over Lethbridge, 
Alta. the night of Nov. 3, and 3 or 4 thousand were 
seen on Keho Lake near Lethbridge the next day. Nine 
White-fronted Geese at Cow Lake, Adams County, 
Wash. on Oct. 4 constituted an unusual record there 
(LaFave). The mild fall weather seemed to retard the 
appearance of the northern flight of ducks, at least in 
some areas. At Baker, Oreg., the first large 
concentration was around the last of November, when 
10,000 were estimated at Malheur Reservoir by an 
Oregon State Game Commission worker (Karl Morton, 
fide Ann Ward). Mallards were very common in the 
Calgary area up to the middle of November. In central 
Washington the species was showing up in large 
numbers in mid-October. November 21 was a late date 
for Shovelers at Spokane. White-winged Scoters were 
seen regularly around Strathmore and Calgary in 
August. Two or 3 of this species were noted at 
Spokane in November. A female Surf Scoter was 
observed on Nov. 15 at Spokane (James Acton, fide 
SOS). 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures appeared to be 
migrating on Sept. 17 at Baker, Oreg., and Missoula, 
Mont. Five were seen at Baker and at least 20 at 
Missoula on that date. The Broad-winged Hawk was 
noted twice in August at Calgary, where it is rare. The 
earliest record for Rough-legged Hawks was Sept. 11 
near Calgary (12 birds). Red Rock Lakes Refuge at 
Monida, Mont., had the species by Sept. 25. About 6 
birds appeared to be wintering there. Golden Eagle 
reports were more common than usual. One at the 
National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. was watched as 
it captured a Chukar. The rare Gyrfalcon was noted 
near Sprague, Wash. on Oct. 4 (LaFave) and at Calgary. 
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Gallinaceous Birds.—Some grouse appear to be on the 
upswing of their population cycles. At Kamloops, B. 
C., Blue, Ruffed and Sharp-tailed Grouse showed 
distinct increases, as did the Blue in the Bozeman, 
Mont. area. California Quail, Ring-necked Pheasant, 
Gray and Chukar Partridges appeared to be common to 
abundant. Estimated population of Chukars on the 
Bison Range at Moiese on Aug. 31 was 550. The 
species was well enough established at Baker that an 
open season was allowed. Mountain Quail were seen 
regularly at Baker. 
 
Cranes and Coot.—Sandhill Cranes were moving in small 
numbers on Sept. 22-23 near 70 Mile House in the 
Cariboo area of British Columbia. Two were noted at 
Cow Lake, Adams County, Wash. on Sept. 6 and the 
species was not seen at Red Rock Lakes after Oct. 14. 
American Coot appeared to be as common as usual. 
The largest concentration, 10,000, was reported for 
Madison and Willow Creek Reservoirs in September. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—A single Am. Golden 
Plover was observed at Eagle Lake near Calgary on 
Oct. 11 (KH). LaFave considered the shorebird 
migration to be about 10 days early in eastern 
Washington, but the birds did not linger long there, in 
spite of many mud flats following the hot summer. 
Some of the more interesting records follow. At least 
100 Lesser Yellowlegs were noted near Calgary on Aug. 
31. Baird's Sandpiper stayed as late as Oct. 4 in the 
Bozeman area, as did the Least. The former  
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species had a peak of 200 in early September in that 
area. The Least were observed at Reardan, Wash. on 
the very late date of Sept. 27 (LaFave). One or two of 
the rare Dunlin were noted on several occasions 
between Oct. 4 and Nov. 13 at Reardan and Cow Lake. 
Since 5 were collected and 2 more were seen later, at 
least 7 individuals were present (LaFave). Long-billed 
Dowitchers furnished late records near Calgary, when 
about 50 were noted on Oct. 11-12 (KH, M. J. Cope, 
Terry Lindsay, EDB). Two Western Sandpipers were 
reported at Willow Creek Reservoir on Sept. 11, and 3 
on Nov. 9. The third record of the Marbled Godwit 
for eastern Washington was furnished by a specimen 
collected on Sept. 6 at Cow Lake (LaFave, Hall). A few 
Sanderlings were observed at Cow Lake and Reardan 
and one was collected (LaFave). Bonaparte's Gull 
showed up in no less than 4 areas: Calgary on Nov. 1, 
the first for several years; Missoula, 1 on Nov. 5; Baker, 
1 on Nov. 6, and up to 38 at Spokane and Reardan, 
between Sept. 20 and Nov. 14 (LaFave, Hall, Stanley). 
A Common Tern was identified on Sept. 6 at Blue 
Lake, Grant County, Wash., where it is rare (LaFave, 
Hall). 

 
Owls.—The Pygmy Owl was a common migrant during 
September around Kamloops. Short-eared Owls were 
very scarce at the Bison Range. A Snowy Owl near 
Calgary, Nov. 16, was the first reported for that area 
this fall. No other localities reported the species. 
 
Nighthawks, Hummingbirds.—A large flock of Common 
Nighthawks was noted at Kamloops on Aug. 24, also 
the latest date there. Dates for flocks in eastern 
Washington and Oregon showed marked agreement: 
Sept. 6-7 at Sprague (Hall, LaFave, Stanley) and Sept. 6 
at Soap Lake, Grant County, Wash. LaFave) and Baker, 
Oreg. Latest dates for the Region were mostly around 
mid-month, but the 26th at Missoula was the latest of 
all. Late dates for Rufous Hummingbirds were Sept. 19 
at Baker and Sept. 28 at Spokane (S.B.C.). 
 
Woodpeckers.—Yellow-shafted Flickers were apparently 
migrating through Calgary and Banff the last of August. 
Only Red-shafted were noted elsewhere. A few Lewis' 
Woodpeckers were seen at Morley, Alta., Aug. 23 and 
28. This is Beacham's first observation of the species in 
the Calgary area. Ann Ward positively identified a 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker of the red-breasted subspecies 
in her back yard on Oct. 24. She suggested that the 
windstorm of Oct. 18-19 may have blown it off course. 
 
Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—The latest record of 
Eastern Kingbirds was of 3 birds at Edwall, Wash. on 
Sept. 6 (Hall, LaFave). August 31 was the last date for 
Western Kingbirds, 3 birds at Shepard, Alta. A late 
Empidonax was noted, Sept. 27, in Spokane County, 
Wash. (LaFave, Hall) and several believed to be the 
Dusky were seen at Missoula on Sept. 15. A Western 
Wood Pewee was noted as late as Sept. 23 at Baker, 
Oreg. Horned Larks appeared to be migrating in late 
September and early October at most stations. Most 
areas had late-staying swallows of several species. For 
example, Violet-greens were last noted at Kamloops 
and Bozeman on Sept. 5 and 1 bird was noted in 
Spokane County on Sept. 27 (La-Fave, Hall). Even 
more remarkable was a Tree Swallow collected, Oct. 
11, in Spokane County (LaFave). 
 
Crows, Chickadees, Creepers.—Common Crows furnished 
a new late record, Oct. 19, at Banff, and another at 
Calgary, Nov. 29, a single bird. A flock of 400-500 at 
Sprague, Wash., Oct. 11, was the largest number ever 
seen by Hall or LaFave. The species remained at 
Kamloops until Nov. 26. Clark's Nutcracker was 
described as common at the Bison Range. At least 20 
Boreal Chickadees were seen and one collected on 
Salmo Mountain, Pend Oreille County, Wash. on Aug. 
16 (Hall, LaFave). Three were at Calgary on Nov. 30 
and 8 at Moraine Lake, Banff National Park, at 6,000 ft. 
on Aug. 29. 
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Dippers, Wrens, Thrashers, Thrushes.—Dippers had 
apparently all migrated from the high Red Rock Lakes 
area by Sept. 18 and were arriving in the lowlands from 
late September on. Two at Baker sang frequently all 
during November. At least 40 Winter Wrens were 
observed in the Salmo Mountain region on Aug. 16 
(Hall, LaFave). A Brown Thrasher was noted at Calgary 
on Sept. 16 (V. Morrison) and a Sage Thrasher was 
collected near Ritzville, Wash. on Sept. 6 (Hall, 
LaFave). Robins were common but at the end of 
November no large flocks of wintering birds had 
appeared. Large flocks of Varied Thrushes were noted 
at Clinton, B. C. on Sept. 23-24. Migrating flocks of 
Mountain Bluebirds were at Kamloops on Sept. 22. 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—A late Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet was at Spokane on Nov. 23 (S.B.C.) The peak 
of the Water Pipit migration appeared to be during late 
September and early October throughout the Region. 
Perhaps 150 of the birds were at Cow Lake, Adams 
County, Wash. on Oct. 4 (LaFave) and 200 were noted 
in the Bozeman area on Oct. 3. Bohemian Waxwings 
were noted earliest at Missoula, on Oct. 11. Not until 
the end of November had the birds built up flocks of 
hundreds, except at Calgary in late October and at 
Missoula in early November. Numbers at Missoula 
dropped off toward the end of the month, presumably 
as the birds spread to other areas. 
 
Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—Starlings were on the 
increase at Baker but their status appeared to be 
unchanged at Kamloops. A very late Solitary Vireo was 
collected on Sept. 23 at Meadow Lake, Spokane 
County, Wash. (LaFave). Warbler records were 
numerous, with Audubon's probably migrating in the 
greatest numbers, particularly around mid-September. 
Three fall records totaling 9 Nashville Warblers were 
unusual for eastern Washington (Hall, LaFave). 
Calgary, showing its affinity with more easterly areas, 
listed a Black-and-white Warbler, 2 Blackpolls, 1 Palm 
Warbler and the Ovenbird (TL). At Baker on Aug. 31, 
Ann Ward had what westerners would call a 
migrational wave of warblers, with numbers of Orange-
crowned, Audubon's, Yellow, Calaveras, Wilson's and 
MacGillivray's in a small area. A Northern Waterthrush 
at Sullivan Lake in Pend Oreille County, Wash. on Aug. 
16 was a very unusual record (Hall, LaFave). Wilson's 
Warblers showed a very late peak (20 on Sept. 23) and 
last date (Sept. 27) at Spokane (LaFave). 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Most areas  
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reported Western Meadowlarks well through 
November. More reports than usual came in for the 

species during late fall at Bozeman but they seemed 
much scarcer at Baker, possibly because they were 
remaining farther north. Latest dates for Yellow-
headed Blackbirds were Sept. 26 at Willow Creek 
Reservoir and Sept. 27 at Reardan, this latter an 
unusually late date for the area (Hall, LaFave). A Rusty 
Blackbird was identified at Strathmore, Alta., where it is 
an uncommon migrant. A flock of 200 Brewer's 
Blackbirds was still at Baker on Nov. 22. One 
individual showed much white in its plumage. A few 
Western Tanagers were still present during the last 
week of September. They were migrating on Aug. 26 at 
Bozeman. At Missoula, where few were noted in or 
near the city this fall, the latest date was Aug. 24. 
 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were reported only 
from Wallowa Lake near Baker, Aug. 17, and Spokane, 
with the last record on Aug. 15 (S.B.C.). House Finches 
were observed in more than usual numbers around 
Spokane (LaFave, TR). Two Gray-crowned Rosy 
Finches at Espanola, Spokane County, Wash. on Oct. 
19 constituted a rare occurrence for that locality (Hall). 
Common Redpolls appeared at Bozeman, Missoula and 
Calgary, but in smaller numbers than last year. Red 
Crossbills appeared to be on the increase in the 
Spokane area but were scarce around Missoula and 
Baker. White-winged Crossbills were common in 
August in the Flint Creek Mountains, Deer Lodge 
County, and Tobacco Root Mountains, Madison 
County, Mont. (Dr. Robert Hoffman, fide Hand). 
About 30 were observed at Calgary on Nov. 30, this 
being the first definite record there for 3 years (Ian 
Halliday, J. Clarke, EDB). A single Green-tailed 
Towhee was noted at Madison Reservoir on Sept. 7. 
Latest date for the Rufous-sided was Oct. 16 at Baker. 
 
Sparrows.—Savannah Sparrows were reported migrating 
between Aug. 24 and Oct. 11, with 50 plus at Shepard, 
Alta. on Aug. 31, hundreds near Medical Lake, Wash. 
on Sept. 13 (S.B.C.) and a heavy movement through 
Missoula during September and early October. Thirty 
were banded at Spokane, as compared with 7 the 
previous fall (TR). Vesper Sparrows were not noted 
after Sept. 29; this was the last record at Baker. LaFave 
collected 3 Oregon X Slate-colored Junco hybrids at 
Spokane. Unusual were 2 Oregon Juncos at Calgary, 
Nov. 30. Two Tree Sparrows at Calgary on Nov. 30 
were late, as the species does not normally winter there. 
The birds arrived early (1 on Oct. 14) at Missoula. The 
Chipping Sparrow was reported on the late date of 
Sept. 30 at Spokane (S.B.C.). Single adult Brewer's 
Sparrows were identified at Missoula, Aug. 28 and 29, 
and the species was last seen at Baker on Sept. 9. 
White-crowned Sparrows appeared to be fairly plentiful 
and were noted between Aug. 29 and Nov. 11. Peak 
numbers (about 60 on each date) at Spokane were 
noted on Sept. 6, 23 and 27 (Hall). A large movement 
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was noted at Kamloops on Sept. 28. At Spokane 24 
were banded with the same equipment and effort that 
netted only 10 last fall (TR). An immature Golden-
crowned Sparrow on Oct. 22 apparently was the first 
to be recorded for the Calgary area. An immature was 
banded at Spokane on Sept. 27 (TR). Lincoln's Sparrow 
was observed at Calgary and at Reardan; it is a very 
uncommon migrant at the latter place. At Red Rock 
Lakes the species was not seen after Aug. 17. Large 
flocks of McCown's Longspurs were noted in 
Wheatland County, Mont. on Sept. 3. Up to 30 Lapland 
Longspurs were seen in the Calgary area in October 
and the species again appeared at Missoula, from Sept. 
5 to Oct. 21. In early October peak numbers of 40-50 
were counted. A few Snow Buntings showed up during 
the last week of October at Calgary (JC, EDB) and Red 
Rock Lakes. A few were at Missoula on Nov. 1 and 
they were noted at Bozeman on Nov. 29.—THOMAS 
ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1958 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—It was generally a warm 
fall over this Region and land birds were noted in 
migration more commonly and later than usual by most 
observers. The Great Basin area is very dry. May 1 to 
Nov. 30 at Salt Lake City was the driest in 50 years (2 
inches of precipitation). Elsewhere in the Region 
precipitation was near normal. 

    
 
Herons.—A Common Egret showed up at Bear River 
Marshes on the northern end of Great Salt Lake, Nov. 
28, for the first fall record (Young). 
 
Swans.—In this Region the Trumpeter Swan did well 
this season. On Flat Creek in the National Elk Refuge 
in Jackson Hole in western Wyoming, where there is 
always open water because of warm springs, 53 birds 
had collected by Nov. 21 (Greenwalt), 13 of them 
cygnets. This is the second best concentration on 
record. And now it is announced that the Trumpeter is 
breeding at Malheur in western Oregon, 2 broods 

(Marshall). This is the result of a finally successful 
transplant from Red Rock Lakes, Montana. The peak 
of the Whistling Swan migration will come in the next 
season. There were 7,000 at Stillwater in western 
Nevada by the end of this period (Kiger). Kashin had 
5,000 Whistling Swans at Ogden Bay Refuge on Great 
Salt Lake, Nov. 29. Mrs. Shaw reports 5,000 at Deer 
Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho on Nov. 22. 
 
Ducks and Geese.—The peak of the migration was on 
Sept. 29 at Bear River Marshes on the northern  
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end of the Great Salt Lake. The numbers were a little 
less than last year. The top 3 ducks were Pintail at 
272,000, Am. Widgeon at 218,000 and Green-winged 
Teal at 108,000. A cold wave on Nov. 17 froze most of 
the refuge and the bulk of the ducks departed (Young). 
Monte Vista Refuge in central-southern Colorado is 
growing physically as well as in use by waterfowl. There 
were 10,000 more ducks there this year than last year. 
The Mallard accounts for most of these as there were 
60,000 by the end of this season (Bryant). At Stillwater 
in western Nevada the duck population was the best 
ever. Water conditions were good and the food supply 
excellent. Their high total was 191,000, Oct. 30. 
Stillwater's principal ducks are: the Canvasback with a 
top concentration of 26,000, Oct. 30; Mallard 14,000, 
Nov. 28; Gadwall 16,000, Sept. 19; Am. Widgeon 
32,000, Oct. 30; Pintail 42,000, Oct. 30. While 7,500 
Redheads were produced at Stillwater last summer, they 
had mostly migrated before the start of this season. 
Stillwater's most common nesters are Redhead, 
Cinnamon Teal and Mallard in that order. Compared 
with Klamath and Bear River, Stillwater is smaller as far 
as migrant waterfowl go. The notable exception is the 
Canvasback. This information was received from John 
Kiger, the assistant refuge manager. Production at 
Klamath during the summer was down from the 
previous year and there was considerable trouble with 
botulism. Of 7,735 birds treated by "hospitalization," 
89 per cent recovered, however (Abney). The following 
comes from David Marshall at Malheur. The food 
situation at Malheur in western Oregon had been poor 
and consequently many of the waterfowl species there 
are down. In western alkaline lakes the best production 
of animal and plant life comes the year following a low 
water or dry period. Up to 1956 Harney Lake, just west 
of Malheur, had been dry for several years. This year 
with continued high water Harney Lake has become 
sufficiently fresh for Carp to enter it, which reduced 
the invertebrate population. Owing to increased Carp 
Malheur itself produced only about 1/10 the sago 
pondweed that it did last year and sago pondweed 
provides about half the waterfowl food at Malheur. 
Last year Harney Lake supported 200,000 Shovelers 
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living on invertebrate animal life almost entirely. This 
year the high for the whole area was 40,000 including 
Malheur. On Malheur the concentrations were: 35,000 
Mallards on Oct. 17, a drop of 56 per cent from last 
year; 31,000 Am. Widgeon, which was a drop of 56 per 
cent from last year; and 33,000 Pintails, a drop of 65 
per cent; Green-winged Teal dropped 79 per cent; 
Shoveler, 81 per cent; Canvasback, 93 per cent and 
Whistling Swan, 91 per cent. The Canvasback and swan 
are dependent solely on sago pondweed. In total, the 
high last year was 618,000 ducks on Oct. 22, and this 
year the high was 152,000 on Oct. 17. Geese, feeding as 
they do on grains and grass, were up slightly from last 
year at 36,000. An unusual duck, an immature 
Oldsquaw, was shot on Nov. 9 at Malheur and another 
was seen on Nov. 19. A dead bird was found, Dec. 2, 
probably the second record (Marshall). This is the third 
record for the bird at Malheur. 
 
Hawks.—Vee Curtis reported a Peregrine Falcon near 
Gardnerville in northwestern Nevada, Oct. 27. Another 
was seen at Casper in central Wyoming, Sept. 28 
(OKS). This bird probably occurs regularly in 
Wyoming in the fall. 
 
Grouse and Quail.—California Quail are reported 
increasing on the Owyhee Mountains of western 
Oregon (Carol MacIver). They thrive there along the 
irrigated fields of the isolated ranches. After 10 years of 
fruitless search the editor finally caught up with the 
White-tailed Ptarmigan on Medicine Bow Peak in the 
Snowy Range of southern Wyoming on Aug. 30. 
 
Shorebirds.—Nothing remarkable was reported except 
there were 30,000 dowitchers at Malheur in late August 
(Marshall). 
 
Gulls.—An adult Sabine's Gull was seen near Casper, 
Sept. 7 (OKS). This species has been seen regularly the 
past few years but this is the first one in adult plumage. 
 
Owls.—As I have noted previously in these columns, 
the owl family has been very successful in the West. 
With ruthless government-hired predator control men 
the coyote and bobcat have been largely eliminated 
from most of the West. The daylight flying hawks have 
been decimated by the hunters and ranchers by 
promiscuous shooting, with the result that many areas 
of the West are plagued by mice eating the range and 
crops. Owls, because of nocturnal habits and abundant 
food supply, are on the increase, particularly the Great 
Horned and the Short-eared. Kleb Kashin had 18 
Short-eared in an area the size of a city block at Ogden 
Bay Refuge on the Great Salt Lake, Nov. 8. There were 
60 in mid-August at Monte Vista Refuge in southern-
central Colorado (Bryant). Kashin found a Pygmy Owl 
in a cemetery in Salt Lake City, Nov. 30. A Great Gray 

Owl was seen repeatedly by Brad House at Swan Lake 
in Jackson Hole in August. This bird is regular in the 
great parks of Wyoming but it takes local knowledge to 
find the bird in a given season. Killpack reported a 
Spotted Owl, Sept. 6, in the Book Cliffs, 95 miles south 
of Roosevelt in eastern Utah. This is the farthest north 
record of this owl in Utah. 
 
Swifts.—Sidney Hyde found a Black Swift, Aug. 24, at 
Paonia on the "Western Slope" of Colorado, the 
plateau-like western side of the Rockies. This is a rare 
bird in that area, but is his second record. Mrs. 
Thornburg had a Roadrunner in central Colorado at 
Cotopaxi which is unusual. 
 
Flickers.—A Yellow-shafted bird was captured 20 miles 
southeast of Roosevelt in eastern Utah, Nov. 29 
(Killpack). The status of these birds in this Region is 
not clear but they are regarded as casual in Utah. 
 
Blue Jay.—There were 3 in Cheyenne, Nov. 12 
(Hanesworth) and one has been present for the past 
year in Casper in central Wyoming. Perhaps this species 
is pushing westward. 
 
Thrushes and Waxwings.—There were 3 Western 
Bluebirds in Laramie in southeastern Wyoming, Nov. 
16 (Huzinga). The Bohemian Waxwing arrived early  
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this year. Hyde had 30, Nov. 16, 10 miles west of 
Gunnison in central Colorado on the "Western Slope." 
Mickey had 500 at Laramie, Nov. 18. 
 
Warblers.—They seemed common to most observers 
this fall. There were 8 Northern Waterthrushes, Sept. 
28, at Cheyenne, a very high figure for this uncommon 
bird in that area. 
 
Grosbeaks.—The Evening Grosbeak was more common 
than usual in Durango this fall but as winter comes the 
bird decreases. Miss Reames' estimate of the number 
present was "hundreds" and she is always conservative. 
As far as this editor is concerned the mystery of 
Durango and its Evening Grosbeaks remains. 
 
Crossbills.—Dick Follett had 3 Red Crossbills, Sept. 18, 
in the Cache National Forest in northern Utah. 
Elsewhere few were reported. 
 
Sparrows.—Mrs. Saltzer reported banding 35 Golden-
crowned Sparrows at Nampa, in western Idaho. This is 
far east of their normal range, but west of the Cascades. 
These were trapped all fall.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
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Autumn Migration, 1958 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Weather 
was generally normal for the period, with the low 
temperature in September about the 23rd; the low 
temperature at Vancouver, B. C. of 28° on November 
15 was as cold as any recorded for the winter of 1957-
58. There was some snow in the Region in mid-
November, and again near the end of the month, 
followed by temperatures above 50°. 

            
There were not many well-developed fronts, but, in 
general, the period was warm and wet. Migration was 
apparently normal, and shorebirds made a good 
showing. Observers supplied much good data, only the 
highlights of which can be included in this report. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters, Herons.—Red-throated Loons 
were first seen at Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 21; on Nov. 1 
and Nov. 16 about 200 were observed, and 70 on Nov. 
23, mostly at Point Roberts, Wash. Horned Grebes (2) 
were first seen on Sept. 13, at Nanaimo, B. C. and on 
Sept. 14 at Blaine, Wash. There were about 1,000 off 
Victoria, B. C., Oct. 11, probably migrating. Sooty 
Shearwaters were passing at a faster rate than in 1956 
off Copalis, Wash., where they were estimated at 
18,000 per hour at that time. During September, up to 
300 were often in sight from Clover Point, Victoria. 
They were noted at Depoe Bay, Oreg., between Aug. 4 
and Oct. 24, but never in very large flocks. Great Blue 
Herons were more numerous than usual at Blaine 
during the past summer; 5 were still present at the end 
of the period. A sight record of a Green Heron, 
probably the first for British Columbia, was submitted 
by William M. Hughes, for Sea Island, near Vancouver, 
Aug. 24. A Common Egret was observed on Sauvies 
Island near Portland, Oreg., Oct. 11 (Jim Olsen). There 
are very few winter records of this species in Oregon 
and only one Multnomah County (Portland) record for 

any time of year listed in Birds of Oregon; this was a bird 
that stayed at Portland for several days in 1933. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—One Whistling Swan was at 
Esquimalt Lagoon, near Victoria, Nov. 15. Twelve 
were seen at Wheeler, Oreg., Nov. 29. Birds of Oregon 
lists no records at all on the coast except at Astoria. Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert James reported 100 wintering at 
Astoria and about 300 at Carlton last year. The Wheeler 
birds may be strays from one of these flocks. First 
Snow Geese (200) were seen off Steveston, B. C., Oct. 
10; at Point Roberts, they were reported on Oct. 26 (5), 
Nov. 2 (26), Nov. 9 (134) and Nov. 16 (235). Two 
European Widgeon appeared, Oct. 18, at Victoria, 
where they winter. Common Scoters first appeared on 
Sept. 21, at Point Roberts. The high counts were on 
Nov. 2 (62) and Nov. 16 (58). They were considerably 
more common than usual. 
 
Vultures, Hawks and Falcons.—One Turkey Vulture was 
seen, 15 miles NW of Nanaimo, B. C., Sept. 13; and 6 
at Victoria, Oct. 25. Swainson's Hawks were observed 
at Medford, Oreg. on Sept. 8, Sept. 16 and Oct. 6 
(Thomas McCamant). Rough-legged Hawks were seen 
on Oct. 19 at Pitt Meadows, east of Vancouver, and on 
Nov. 24 near Medford. Marsh Hawks were observed, 
Aug. 9 and 21, at Blaine; Sept. 7 to Oct. 18 on the 
Fraser River delta south of Vancouver, and Nov. 23 at 
Boundary Bay, B. C. Ospreys were seen migrating 
south over Vancouver, Sept. 25 and Oct. 21. Peregrine 
Falcons were seen on Aug. 16 on Iona Island, at the 
mouth of the Fraser River; on Nov. 9 at Point Roberts; 
and on Nov. 22 at Victoria. 
 
Rails, Shorebirds.—A Sora was seen, Sept. 6, at Stanley 
Park, Vancouver. Shorebird migration was good; only 
the highlights can be included. Am. Golden Plover 
were observed (1) Sept. 22 and (2) Sept. 29 at Clover 
Point, Victoria. Surfbirds were first seen there on July 
8, and 110 were counted at Oak Bay, Victoria, Aug. 30. 
Three rare Long-billed Curlews were seen, Oct. 26, at 
Boundary Bay. There are no specimens for coastal 
British Columbia. Rock Sandpipers were first seen, 
Oct. 21, at Victoria. Long-billed Dowitchers were 
reported as few compared to normal numbers. There 
were 2 records of the very rare Marbled Godwit in 
British Columbia; 1 seen at Victoria from Sept. 1 to 
Oct. 26; and 1 on Oct. 26 at Boundary Bay, B. C. There 
are only 3 specimen records for the Province. 
However, there are several recent records for the 
Washington coast. 
 
Doves, Owls.—Mourning Doves were last seen near 
Blaine, Oct. 24. A Barn Owl was reported from Sea 
Island, Nov. 9. Short-eared Owls were reported 
migrating through the Victoria area from Oct. 13 to 
Nov. 15. Eight were seen on Sea Island, Nov. 9. There 
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were numerous reports in November in the Skagit 
Valley and the Puyallup River flats, Wash. The species 
was unusually common throughout. 
 
Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The last Common 
Nighthawks were calling on Aug. 29 in Vancouver, and 
6 silent birds were flying over the city, Sept. 6. The last 
3 were seen in Bellingham, Wash. Sept. 30. The last 
Vaux's Swifts were seen at Vancouver, Sept. 22. One 
Anna's Hummingbird was seen in the fuchsia 
gardens near Victoria from Aug. 26 to Oct. 19, and was 
identified by Charles  
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Guiguet, biologist for the British Columbia Provincial 
Museum; 1 was seen in 1957 at the same place for 
about the same period of time. The last Rufous 
Hummingbird was seen on Aug. 8 at Blaine, and on 
Sept. 17 at Vancouver. 
 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Swallows.—Woodpeckers of all 
kinds appeared more numerous this fall. Yellow-
shafted Flickers were seen at Portland, Oct. 23; 1 male 
at Vancouver, Nov. 2, and 2 at Victoria, Nov. 15. 
There was a marked influx of Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers into the lowlands: 1 at Vancouver, Sept. 14 
and 19; 1 at Victoria on Sept. 20; at Blaine, Oct. 13 and 
to the end of the period (first in over 15 years there); 
and several in and near Seattle during the period. An 
Ash-throated Flycatcher was reported by A. J. 
Erskine at Vancouver, Aug. 24. This is the third record 
for the Vancouver area in the past 3 years. Violet-green 
Swallows were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 24; Vancouver, 
Sept. 25, and Medford, Sept. 23 and Oct. 20, with none 
between these dates. The last Tree and Barn Swallows 
were seen on Sept. 18 at Blaine. Cliff Swallows were 
last seen, Sept. 14, at Blaine and Point Roberts. 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—Steller's 
Jays were present in unusual numbers again this fall, 
and reports of damage to walnuts, pecans, filberts and 
fruit were numerous. A Mountain Chickadee was 
seen at Vancouver, Sept. 1. Winter Wrens were seen 
regularly since Sept. 6 in Vancouver. A Mockingbird 
was observed by T. McC and J. H. Hicks, who had 
known the species in Texas, on Nov. 24 near Medford. 
It was first reported by Barney Kellogg on Nov. 18. 
Varied Thrushes were first seen Sept. 14 at Victoria. 
They were early and in large numbers throughout the 
British Columbia and Washington areas. Hermit 
Thrushes were first seen at Seattle, Sept. 14, and were 
more abundant than usual. The last Swainson's Thrush 
was seen, Sept. 22, at Medford. Two Townsend's 
Solitaires were seen, Oct. 9, at Blaine. 
 

Shrikes, Starlings, Mynas.—Northern Shrikes were first 
seen (3) on Oct. 11 at Victoria, and 4 there, Nov. 15. 
They were recorded in British Columbia: Oct. 19 at Pitt 
Meadows; Oct. 26 and Nov. 23 at Boundary Bay; and 
Nov. 9 at Sea Island. At Blaine, 1 was seen on Oct. 30 
and 1, Nov. 4. At Portland, single birds were seen, 
Nov. 7 and 28, and 2 in North Portland, Nov. 2. 
Starlings were seen in small numbers throughout the 
period in Vancouver. At least 500 were seen on the 
Saanich Peninsula, near Victoria, Nov. 15. Crested 
Mynas were regular but local in Vancouver, flocks of 
30 to 60 being noted in several parts of the city. 
 
Warblers, Cowbirds, Tanagers.—There were 3 records of 
Nashville Warblers, 1 at Squamish, north of 
Vancouver, Aug. 10; 1, Sept. 11, at Victoria, and 1 at 
Medford, Oct. 24. The last Yellowthroat was seen, Oct. 
13, at Vancouver (late). There were 2 late records of the 
Wilson's Warbler from Vancouver, Oct. 19 and Nov. 
16, possibly the same bird. The last Brown-headed 
Cowbird was seen at Blaine, Sept. 3. They were the 
most numerous they have ever been since the sudden 
irruption about three years ago. The last Western 
Tanagers were at Victoria, Aug. 21 and at Blaine, Sept. 
1. They also were abundant. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks, very 
numerous, were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 30. There was 
a large movement of Savannah Sparrows through 
Victoria from Aug. 28 to Sept. 5; northern races 
reached a peak about the middle of September, and by 
Oct. 21 only a few were left. Last date was Oct. 26 at 
Point Roberts. Slate-colored Juncos were noted, Oct. 8, 
at Seattle; Oct. 12 at Victoria; and 1 at Vancouver, 
Nov. 15. The first large flock of Oregon Juncos was 
noted at Seattle, Sept. 3. The last Chipping Sparrow 
was seen at Victoria, Aug. 29. White-crowned Sparrows 
were mostly gone by the end of September, but some 
always winter in our area. The pugetensis race was more 
abundant than usual in Blaine during the summer; 
Erskine reported migrants (probably gambelii) much less 
abundant than usual around Vancouver. Golden-
crowned Sparrows were reported more abundant than 
usual. They were first seen at Medford, Sept. 8, which 
is early. A peak was recorded at Vancouver, Sept. 28. 
One White-throated Sparrow was seen, Sept. 27, at 
Vancouver. Fox Sparrows arrived in good numbers in 
Victoria, Aug. 29; in Vancouver, Sept. 20; and in 
Seattle, Sept. 22, being more abundant than for at least 
2 years. One Lincoln's Sparrow appeared at Blaine, 
Aug. 23; one was found dead, Aug. 24; and birds were 
seen on Sept. 25 and Oct. 19 at Vancouver. One 
Lapland Longspur was seen at Cattle Point, Victoria, 
Oct. 5, and 2 at Esquirnalt Lagoon, Oct. 21. Snow 
Buntings were reported, Nov. 2, 9 and 16, at Point 
Roberts; Nov. 15 at Esquimalt Lagoon, and Nov. 23 at 
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Blaine.—ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 22809 W. 53rd. Ave., 
Mountlake Terrace, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1958-59 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN - 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Moderate 
temperatures characterized the winter over much of the 
Region. Even at Red Rock Lakes Refuge in 
southwestern Montana, where the lowest minimum for 
the season was –45°, only a few days of subzero 
weather occurred. However, Calgary, Alta. experienced 
much snow and below-zero temperatures in January. 
Concern for summer moisture supplies was raised by 
"exceedingly dry" conditions at Baker, Oreg. and a very 
dry March at Calgary. Red Rock Lakes also was short 
on precipitation, which was about one-half of normal. 
Missoula and Moiese, Mont., reported above normal 
precipitation as did Spokane, Wash., except for a rather 
dry March. As a whole the bird population appeared to 
be present in about average numbers, with the usual 
fluctuations up or down for individual species. 
Wintering Robins were distinctly down in numbers but 
many fringillids were noted in increased numbers. The 
season showed a moderate sprinkling of birds wintering 
out of their usual range. Credit for reports, unless 
indicated otherwise, is as follows: Alberta, Calgary Bird 
Club, fide E. D. Beacham; Libby, Mont., Charlie 
Decker, Don Peterson and Carl Engebretson; Missoula, 
Mont., Ralph L. Hand; National Bison Range, Moiese, 
Mont., C. J. Henry; Red Rock Lakes Refuge, Monida, 
Mont., Charles G. Hansen; northeastern Oregon, Ann 
Ward, and eastern Washington, Spokane Bird Club, fide 
Stephen O. Stanley, and Warren Hall and Lynn LaFave. 
 
Loons and Grebes.—The only winter record of the 
Common Loon was of a single bird, Dec. 20, on the 
Madison Reservoir, Ennis, Mont. In addition to the 
usual occurrence of Pied-billed Grebes, the only other 
wintering grebes were a group of 10-15 Horned Grebes 
at Soap Lake, Grant Co., Wash. (Hall & LaFave). 
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Waterfowl.—Two Whistling Swans stayed as late as Dec. 
12 at Baker, Oreg. and one was noted in January in 
Montana on the annual two-day count by the Montana 
Fish and Game Dept., the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Yellowstone Park rangers. This same count 
revealed 324 Trumpeter Swans as compared to 216 last 
year. Most of these were at Red Rock Lakes Refuge. 
The Montana count referred to above noted nearly 
one-eighth of a million waterfowl wintering in the state. 
Most were Mallards (over 87,000), with goldeneyes 
second (16,500). The remainders of the ducks were 
Redheads, mergansers, scaup, Gadwalls, Am. Widgeon, 

Green-winged Teal and Buffleheads. Canada Geese 
numbered 3,150. Oregon's January inventory showed 
numbers of ducks down 30 to 50 per cent in the 
northeastern portion of the state, although numbers 
were up for the state as a whole. Unusual winter 
records included a pair of Shovelers at Townsend, 
Mont. on Jan. 18; a Wood Duck there on Feb. 15, and 
a female Ruddy Duck at Spokane during January (Hall 
& LaFave). At Calgary, the Common Goldeneye 
showed a decided increase but Barrow's failed to winter 
there for the first time in 3 years. Common Mergansers 
showed a new high there on the Christmas Count, with 
77 as compared to the usual 10 or 12. 
 
Eagles and Hawks.—Unusual hawk records were of a 
Rough-legged Hawk in the city of Spokane in January 
(Hall) and one near Cusick, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. 
(LaFave). The January survey in Montana recorded 141 
Bald Eagles, 17 more than last year. 
 
Pheasants and Partridges.—Ring-necked Pheasants at 
Missoula, Mont. and Calgary, Alta. were quite plentiful 
and appeared to have wintered well. Gray Partridges 
were reported as increasing at Missoula, with at least 10 
coveys, totaling some 100 birds. 
 
Rails, Killdeer.—Two Virginia Rails were identified near 
Townsend, Mont. on Feb. 15 (Skaar). Killdeer were 
observed wintering at Spokane (Hall) and Ennis, Mont. 
and were noted into January at the National Bison 
Range at Moiese, Mont. 
 
Gulls, Doves.—A Glaucous-winged Gull was observed 
at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash. (LaFave). Equally 
unusual were the records of the Western Gull, at 
O'Sullivan Dam on Jan. 16 (LaFave) and at Banks 
Lake, Grant County on March 27 (Hall, LaFave). The 
Herring Gull was noted in numbers up to 100 on the 
Spokane River at Spokane, with the peak on Feb. 12 
(LaFave). A few Mourning Doves apparently wintered 
at Spokane (SBC, LaFave) and Baker. A migrating flock 
of 100 was noted at Spokane on Feb. 1 (Stanley). 
 
Owls.—A Snowy Owl was noted at Calgary on Dec. 18 
and 5 were seen near Langdon on Dec. 14 (Ian 
Halliday, J. Clarke & EDB). A Saw-whet Owl was 
observed at Calgary on March 1 (W. E. McKay). 
Movements of Short-eared Owls occurred at Missoula, 
where they were more common than usual between 
Dec. 6 and 28 (1 to 4 birds seen frequently) and again 
between Feb. 16 and March 18. The species appeared 
during February at Calgary, with a peak of 20 at nearby 
Priddis on the 17th (Alfred Schulze). 
 
Woodpeckers, Chickadees.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker 
that had wandered as far west as Spokane was observed 
there on Jan. 5 (LaFave). Both Black-backed and 
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Northern Three-toed Woodpeckers were seen at Banff, 
Alta. on Dec. 21. These species were not reported 
elsewhere. Fifty Chestnut-backed Chickadees were 
noted near Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. in 
January (Hall & LaFave). The Boreal Chickadee was 
reported only from Calgary and Banff 
 
Wrens and Mimic Thrushes.—A Long-billed Marsh Wren 
lingered in a cattail marsh at Ennis, Mont. as late as 
Dec. 28. As many as 6 individuals of both Winter and 
Cañon Wrens were observed wintering along the Little 
Spokane River near Spokane & LaFave). A highly 
interesting record is that of a Mockingbird at Calgary, 
where it was observed for 5 weeks in December and 
January. It survived temperatures as low as –25° and 
was last seen on Jan. 26. This is the sixth record for the 
province of Alberta and the first for December or 
January. 
 
Thrushes and Kinglets.—Wintering Robins were decidedly 
scarce at every reporting station. Most localities 
reported a few, however. A few Varied Thrushes 
wintered at Spokane and 1 was noted at Baker. Unusual 
was a single Hermit Thrush on Dec 12 near Liberty 
Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. (LaFave). Equally 
remarkable were the 2 Ruby-crowned Kinglets which 
turned up on Spokane's Christmas count One 
individual appeared with Golden-crowned Kinglets in 
the Stanley yard on Jan. 9. 
 
Waxwings and Starlings.—Bohemian Waxwings put in a 
good but not extraordinary appearance. Flocks up to 
600 were reported from various localities. The last large 
flocks, of 400 and 200 birds, were seen is the Banff area 
on March 14 (Cedric Hitchon, I.H., J.C., & EDB). A 
few Cedar Waxwings stayed into December at Baker 
and Missoula but Spokane had 15-30 in January and 
February. Starlings appeared to winter at every 
reporting locality and still seem on the increase 
 
Warblers and Blackbirds.—The caption ought to be 
"Warbler," for a lone Audubon's was seen at Park Lake, 
Grant Co., Wash. on March 27 (LaFave Hall). The 
Western Meadowlark wintered at many stations. 
Numbers were up in eastern Washington; at that it 
meant only scattered, small groups. A flock of at least 
40 wintered at Missoula. A few sang almost daily, even 
on the coldest morning of the winter, when the 
mercury registered –10°. Wintering Red-winged 
Blackbirds, in most cases including females, were noted 
at Baker, Moiese and Townsend, Mont. Several at 
Spokane may have wintered. Three Brewer’s Blackbirds 
apparently wintered at Calgary; they were seen on Feb. 
8 and 15 (W. E. McKay). Decidedly noteworthy was a 
male Bullock's Oriole that stayed all winter at Baker. It 
took grapes at a feeding station there. 
 

Finches and Sparrows.—Evening Grosbeaks creased in 
numbers at most localities during February or March. 
Groups up to 5 birds wintered at Calgary for the first 
time in the last three years. Cassias Finch, unreported 
from the Region last winter, occurred at several 
localities. They wintered at Baker and Spokane. Flocks 
were moving in from the last of January on. For 
example, a phenomenally large flock estimated at 500 
was noted on Feb. 12 near Spokane (SOS). At Moiese 
the birds appeared between Feb 16 and 28, with a peak 
of 40. Missoula had a peak count of 50 on Feb. 5. The 
Pine Grosbeak was noted  
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in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (Hall & LaFave), at Libby, 
Bozeman, Banff, Calgary (scarce, T. B. Randall) and 
Moiese (a single male). Gray-crowned Rosy Finches 
were observed in most reporting localities, in numbers 
up to 150. A few were seen near Tyler, Spokane Co., 
Wash. where they are rare (LaFave). The Common 
Redpoll occurred commonly in several areas, with 
flocks numbering up to 400. At Bozeman the species 
was noted as uncommon, however, being noted only 5 
times. Pine Siskins were scarce around Spokane but 
Libby had a few which wintered, a distinctly unusual- 
event. Possibly the species wintered more in the 
mountains this winter. The Am. Goldfinch was noted 
wintering almost entirely in eastern Washington and 
Oregon and at Missoula, Mont. Red Cross-bill numbers 
were definitely up in the Spokane area, with several 
hundred seen in large flocks. The birds were reported 
near Baker, Oreg. and at Libby, Mont. White-winged 
Crossbills were reported only from the Calgary area; 
some were noted at least 50 miles east of this city. A 
Rufous-sided Towhee stayed long enough for the 
Spokane Christmas Count. A few Slate-colored Juncos 
wintered at Baker, Spokane and Missoula. The Oregon 
Junco appeared to be common to numerous. A few 
Tree Sparrows appeared during the winter at Calgary 
for the first time in several years (CH). One White-
crowned (Gambel's) Sparrow was noted near Tekoa, 
Whitman Co., Wash. on Dec. 5 and an individual in 
immature plumage was singing in a residential area in 
Dishman, Wash. on Feb. 22 and 23. This is more than 
a month in advance of spring migration for the species 
(TR). One of the rarer occurrences of the season was a 
White-throated Sparrow which came regularly to a 
feeder in Libby, Mont. during December, January and 
February (DP). Snow Buntings were noted, mostly in 
small numbers, from various localities. None were 
noted at Baker, but at Calgary and Banff flocks 
numbering up to 200 and 300 appeared.—THOMAS 
ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1958-59 
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GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Our weather was unusual. 
The Pacific high pressure area remained very strong 
from January on, and Montana kept her backdoor 
closed so that no Canadian air entered. The result was 
that a series of mild storms got through from 
Washington to the northern part of this Region and 
there was almost no moisture in the rest. There are 
prospects of floods when the snows melt in early 
summer around the Big Horn Mountains of northern 
Wyoming, and drought in Colorado and Utah. In 
southern Utah there were only two storms during the 
entire winter. The drought extends into eastern 
Oregon. At Malheur there were 2.04 in. of rainfall 
during this period, most of the normal yearly 
precipitation. This type of weather made for an 
extremely mild winter except in Wyoming, where there 
was plenty of moisture but no remarkable cold. 
Consequently, we have many extraordinary winter 
records for the area such as a Double-crested 
Cormorant, Jan. 1, at Geneva Pond, central Utah 
(Ferris). All sorts of blackbirds and juncos were found 
in central and northern Utah all through the winter. 
Colorado had the same weather as Utah, and summer 
birds were seen in winter such as a Mourning Dove, 
Dec. 29, at Paonia on the western slope (Hyde). 
Perhaps the most outstanding ornithological 
phenomenon of the past winter was the invasion of 
Bohemian Waxwings, the largest on record. 
 
Egret.—A Common Egret was seen at Farmington Bay 
just north of Salt Lake City on the Great Salt Lake, 
March 9, and subsequently (Lockerbie). This is a great 
rarity and is his second record for Utah; it may be the 
same bird that was seen at Bear River last fall. 
 
Swans.—Trumpeters wintered in greater numbers than 
ever before on Flat Creek beside the highway in the 
National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, Wyo. The high 
was 49 birds on Dec. 15 (Greenwalt). This reflects a 
better breeding season than last year. With the 
enlargement of Grand Teton Park so that it covers a 
considerable part of Jackson Hole, these beautiful birds 
should steadily increase. David Marshall, the biologist 
at Malheur in eastern Oregon, reports the spring peak 
of migration of the Whistling Swan was 11,000 on 
March 13. This is a good flight. In the second week of 
March, at the peak of the spring waterfowl migration at 
Bear River there were 3,100 swans (Bolwahnn). At 
Klamath on the Pacific Flyway the high for the swan 
was 14,000 in December with 9,000 remaining until 
March, when they rapidly diminished. 
 
Geese.—The migration seems to have been about as 
usual but early. Klamath reported the spring peak in 
March of 100,000, mostly Snows and White-fronts 

(Abney). There were 100,000+ Snows alone on March 
23 in the Harney Valley. Since Malheur Refuge had still 
others, probably about 44,000 as it had the previous 
week, this gives a high figure for the Snow Geese 
there—better than most years. The weather prevented 
aircraft surveys over some of the area so that a count 
for the whole area at the same time is not available 
(Marshall). Fifteen hundred Ross' Geese were at 
Harney Lake at Malheur on March 23 (Marshall). A 
Bar-headed Goose was seen and pictured at Lower 
Klamath during the week of March 18 (Robert Abney, 
biologist at Tule Lake). Where this bird came from is 
not known. 
 
Ducks.—The dry meadows and poor food conditions in 
Malheur Lake made an early and poor migration  
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for ducks; 96,000 Pintail and 34,000 other ducks on 
March 13 was the peak. The peak migration of ducks at 
Klamath was ¾ of a million in March, largely Pintail 
(Abney). The second week of March saw the greatest 
numbers at Bear River with 160,000 Pintail and next, as 
usual, 44,000 Green-winged Teal; and then Mallards 
21,200, followed by 7,600 Canvasbacks and others in 
much smaller numbers. Gene Crawford, the manager at 
Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho, reported the 
refuge as principally a Mallard refuge with the highest 
peak of 766,200, about 75 per cent Mallards, in the 
middle of December. The low point of the winter was 
8500 on Feb. 21 and the count has been building up 
again by the end of this period to 28,500. There are 
only a scattering of swans in this refuge. Another 
Mallard refuge is the growing Monte Vista Refuge in 
southern-central Colorado. Its high for Mallards grew 
to 43,750 in the first week of December with much 
lesser figures since (Bryant). Another Oldsquaw was 
found dead at Malheur headquarters on Dec. 21 
(Marshall). 
 
Hawks.—There were 100 Bald Eagles at Lower 
Klamath and Tule Lake in the Klamath Basin, March 
10 (Abney). This is the only significant concentration 
reported. 
 
Gulls.—A Glaucous Gull at Farmington Bay, March 9 
(Lockerbie) was a rare record. This is on the Great Salt 
Lake. A Saw-whet, an uncommon bird in this area, was 
found on a hay barn rafter at the National Elk Refuge 
in Jackson Hole, Feb. 22, by Greenwalt. A Great Gray 
Owl was seen a mile north of Fort Klamath on March 
1 (Russell Pengelly) in the northern part of the Klamath 
Basin. Ann Strahan has 3 pairs of these birds in this 
area at the present time. This is one of two areas in the 
Region where the bird is reported regularly. The other 
is the Grand Teton—Yellowstone area. A Pygmy Owl 
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spent most of the winter in the big cemetery in Salt 
Lake City (Kashin), being first found there last fall. 
This remains a little-known owl in the West but we 
think it occurs sparsely in most of the forested region. 
Sixteen Long-eared Owls congregated in an orchard at 
Grand Junction in western Colorado (Carman). 
Apparently, the orchard had an abundance of mice. An 
explosion of mice continued in central Wyoming with 
many too few hawks present, although Short-eared 
Owls are getting to be a common sight. There are 
almost no Coyotes or Bobcats; the government 
predator control men at taxpayers' expense have been 
very efficient. However, a growing number of ranchers, 
all cattlemen, refuse to let the government trappers and 
airplane hunters trespass on their lands. There is a 
group of such enlightened landowners along the 
Sweetwater River in Wyoming. 
 
Waxwings.—This winter has seen the most massive 
invasion of Bohemian Waxwings we have on record. 
Even Lockerbie of Salt Lake City has never seen so 
many. They penetrated as far south as Durango in 
southwestern Colorado where they are not seen 
ordinarily (Reames). Up to 600 were seen there at once, 
and they were present from Dec. 29 to Feb. 20. There 
were 5,000 or more at Salt Lake City (Ferris), the 
highest number reported, but every observer in this 
Region, except in the western Great Basin, had them in 
big numbers. In some areas such as northern Utah the 
Bohemians seem to have replaced the Cedar Waxwings 
which usually winter there (Follett). Elsewhere a few 
Cedars were reported with the Bohemians. The 
Bohemians, as always, made a great impression on the 
local residents, particularly in areas such as Hotchkiss 
in western Colorado where they are not ordinarily seen 
in numbers (Crews).  
 
Starlings.—Utah is reporting a distressing increase in the 
Starling. Follett near Logan in northeastern Utah 
reports it is now the most common winter bird. 
 
Evening Grosbeaks.—The winter pattern is varied. Salt 
Lake City had none which was unusual. Durango in 
southwestern Colorado had only a few in December 
while southwestern Idaho at Caldwell had a 
tremendous flight of them. Nearby Nampa had 350 on 
Jan. 18 (Shaw), while in Wyoming they were about as 
usual.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th 
Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1958-59 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—[No 
Regional report was received, or it may have been rejected.] 
 
 

Spring Migration, 1959 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Weather during 
the spring period appeared to affect the migration, both 
as to timing and distribution. The cool, wet May in 
eastern Washington brought a dearth of shorebirds, 
which found limited feeding areas exposed because of 
higher water levels. This lack of birds appeared to be 
balanced by an excellent appearance of the same group 
of birds in the Missoula, Mont. area, where numbers of 
both individuals and species were high and the 
migration was distinctly early as well. The Bozeman, 
Mont area had a cold, wet, spring which found many 
species behind schedule in arrival dates. By contrast, 
the Calgary, Alta. and Baker, Oreg., areas experienced a 
severe shortage of moisture, which presages ill for 
waterfowl breeding. However, migration appeared little 
affected, except for a disappointing showing of ducks 
at Baker. Strong southwest winds in eastern 
Washington are a possible explanation for an 
unprecedented showing of Golden-crowned Sparrows 
in that area and might also have bearing upon the 
distribution of shorebird movement. The large number 
of casualties of migrating sparrows which struck 
buildings in Baker, Oreg., is new in the regional editor's 
experience. Generally speaking, bird numbers appeared 
to be about normal, although numbers of fringillids 
were distinctly high in many areas. Robins, which were 
scarce during the winter, appeared to have returned in 
usual numbers. Credit for observations, unless 
otherwise noted, is as follows: Cariboo area, southern 
British Columbia, A. J. Erskine; Bozeman, Mont., C. V. 
Davis; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; National Bison 
Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry, and Baker, Oreg., 
Ann Ward. 
 
Loons and Grebes.—The Common Loon and all species 
of grebes were noted widely distributed through the 
Region. Thirty loons were noted at Ennis, Mont. on 
April 19, their arrival date there (P. D. Skaar). The 
relatively scarce Red-necked Grebe was reported from 
Ninepipe Refuge (C. J. Henry), Lake Chatcolet near 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho (J. Acton); and in the Cariboo 
area. 
 
Pelicans and Herons.—Two White Pelicans observed at 
Ninepipe on May 19 and a pair of uncommon Black-
crowned Night Herons was noted near O'Sullivan 
Darn, Grant Co., Wash. (Warren Hall & Lynn LaFave). 
 
Waterfowl.—Numbers of Trumpeter Swans at Ennis, 
Mont. were up from the winter flock of 7 to about 30 
on April 19 (PDS). Four swans believed to be this 
species were noted in late May at Rush Lake in the 
Cariboo area (I. McT. Cowan, fide AJE). A single Snow 
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Goose at Sprague Lake, Adams Co., Wash. was 
noteworthy, but the 20,000 observed on 
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Lake McGregor in southern Alberta, while not 
unexpected, were at least impressive (Calgary Bird 
Club). Teal and Shovelers were noted in increased 
numbers in some areas. LaFave had a very early 
Cinnamon Teal record of a pair at Reardan, Wash. on 
April 6. A rare occurrence was a pair of Harlequin 
Ducks at Sprague Lake on May 2 (WH). White-winged 
and Surf Scoters were migrating in the Cariboo area 
during May, with a peak of about 80 of the latter 
species. A peak of 500 Red-breasted Mergansers was 
noted at Ennis, Mont. on April 19 (PDS) and at 
Conrich, Alta. where the species is a rare migrant, 7 
birds were seen on April 18 (Cedric Hitchon).  
 
Hawks.—Accipiters were sparsely reported as were 
falcons, with the exception of the Sparrow Hawk, 
observed as common or even numerous. A Golden 
Eagle was noted on the last of April at Reardan, Wash. 
where it is rare (LL), and Skaar recorded a peak of 20 
Bald Eagles at Ennis, Mont. on March 20.  
 
Grouse and Cranes.—Forty-five or 50 Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, very rare in Spokane Co., Wash., were 
observed on the strutting ground at Deer Park (WH). 
Sandhill Cranes were first noted on April 5 near 
Sprague, Wash. (48 birds) (WH) and at least 200 were 
there 6 days later (Spokane Bird Club, fide S. O. 
Stanley). Erskine reported a good migration in southern 
British Columbia, with numbers up to 200 in the 
Springhouse area (W. D. McLaren). 
 
Shorebirds.—The Semipalmated Plover was noted at 
three localities: Reardan, Wash., 1 collected (LL); 
Cariboo area, 1 collected and 3 seen (P. W. Martin, 
AJE), and Missoula, Mont., where the single bird was 
Hand’s first record in 22 years of observing. The 
shorebird migration at Missoula found most species 
were early, some as much as two weeks, and was rich in 
both number of individuals and species. Hand made his 
first spring observations of the Baird's and Pectoral 
Sandpipers and noted the Northern Phalarope for his 
third time in spring. The very rare Dunlin was 
observed at Cow Lake near Sprague, Wash. on April 30 
and May 2 (1 bird) (WH, LL). Two Western 
Sandpipers, the first sight record for Calgary, Alta., 
were observed on May 10 (E. D. Beacham, CH, J. 
Clarke). Two Am. Avocets appeared near Calgary on 
April 5, a very early date (CH). 
 
Gulls and Terns.—Observations of Bonaparte's Gulls 
continue to come in. From 1 to 4 individuals were 
noted in eastern and central Washington (Reardan, 

Sprague Lake and Soap Lake, between May 2 and 16 
(WH, LL, S.B.C.). Up to 13 were seen in the Region 
around Williams Lake, B. C. and the 2 seen near 
Ninepipe Refuge in western Montana constitute a 
highly unusual record (CJH). The species was first 
noted at Lake Helena near Helena, Mont. on May 3 
(PDS). An adult Common Tern, a very rare migrant in 
eastern Washington, was noted at close range at 
Reardan on April 30 (LL). 
 
Doves, Cuckoos and Owls.—Peak movements of 
Mourning Doves were noted on May 16 near Spokane, 
where some 200 were noted (LL) and on May 17 at 
Bozeman. At the latter locality the Black-billed Cuckoo, 
usually present in numbers by the end of June, had not 
yet been noted. A Long-eared Owl was observed at 
Sulphur near Connell, Wash. on April 8 (LL). In 
marked contrast to last year, Short-eared Owls were 
scarce or absent; only 1 was noted in eastern 
Washington, at Othello (SOS). Davis saw a flock of 40 
in a field near Bozeman, Mont. in early March, 
however. 
 
Swifts and Hummingbirds.—Single Black Swifts were seen 
near Kamloops, B. C. and 103 Mile Lake along the 
Cariboo Highway the latter part of May. The Black-
chinned Hummingbird was reported only from 
Spokane, the first on May 13 (LL). The earliest report 
of the Rufous Hummingbird was from Baker, Oreg. on 
April 23. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—A flicker with the 
appearance of a Yellow-shafted but probably a hybrid 
was seen at Missoula, Mont. on March 26. A White-
headed Woodpecker was seen 17 miles south of John 
Day, Oreg. (AW) and the Black-backed Three-toed was 
found (2 birds) in the Cariboo area (AJE, J. Herrick). A 
Western Kingbird arrived at Baker, Oreg. on the very 
early date of April 6. An Eastern Phoebe was noted at 
Calgary on May 12 (EDB). Arrival dates for Say's 
Phoebe were: Baker, March 11; Nighthawk, Wash., 
March 30 (G. Gibson); Madison Co., Mont., April 19 
(PDS), and Conrich, Alta., May 10 (EDB, CH, JC). 
 
Swallows.—Swallow arrival dates for eastern Oregon 
and Washington and southern British Columbia were 
distinctly earlier than for the more easterly stations. For 
example, earliest dates for the Violet-green were: Baker, 
Oreg., Feb. 25; Turnbull Refuge near Cheney, Wash., 
Feb. 28; Spokane River near Spokane, March 1; 
Thompson River valley, B. C., present on April 24 
when observer arrived; Field, Alta., April 21; Bozeman, 
Mont., May 3. 
 
Wrens and Mimic Thrushes.—The House Wren showed 
an arrival pattern comparable to that of the swallows: 
Spokane, April 26 (S.B.C.); Missoula, Mont., May 8; 
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Calgary, May 18, and Bozeman, May 16. On the other 
hand, first appearances for the Catbird and Sage 
Thrasher were about the same for eastern and western 
parts of the Region. 
 
Waxwings and Vireos.—What has happened to the Cedar 
Waxwings in the Region is a problem. The species was 
reported only from Baker, Oreg., and Watson Lake, 
near 100 Mile House, B. C., with a total of 3 
observations reported and the total number of birds 
perhaps not more than 5 or 6! Bohemian Waxwings 
were much more common. Fifty at Calgary on May 10 
constituted a late date there (EDB). The Red-eyed 
Vireo was noted at Sprague Lake on the very early date 
of May 16 (WH & LL). The Warbling Vireo was 
apparently very late at Bozeman, not being noted until 
May 30. 
 
Warblers, Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Some warbler species 
were definitely earlier in the western part of the Region 
than in the eastern. For example, first appearances of 
the Orange-crowned in eastern Oregon, Washington 
and southern British Columbia were all in the latter 
part of April but for Alberta and western Montana the 
arrivals were during the 'first half of May. The Yellow 
Warbler followed a rather similar pattern; likewise did 
Audubon's, though at earlier dates. Erskine reported a 
"tidal wave" of the latter species in his area on May 10 
and Davis noted the species as  
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unusually abundant at Bozeman. Perhaps as many as 4 
Myrtle Warblers were noted near Missoula, which is off 
their usual migration route. MacGillivray's Warbler 
appeared to show little difference in arrival dates 
between .east and west in the Region, arriving between 
May 9 and 16. Wilson's Warbler was noted from May 3 
on and was described as numerous at Baker in late 
May. A Baltimore Oriole at Calgary on May 18 showed 
the overlapping of the avifauna of the eastern states 
with that of the West. Some comparisons of first arrival 
dates for the Western Tanager are: Spokane, May 3 
(S.B.C.); Cariboo area, May 7 (L. G. Sugden); Baker, 
May 13; National Bison Range, May 20; Missoula and 
Bozeman, Mont., May 25. 
 
Finches.—A female Rose-breasted Grosbeak was noted 
at Calgary, May 18 (EDB). Evening Grosbeaks were 
common or abundant at several localities: Bozeman, 
Missoula, and the Spokane and eastern Washington 
area. Furthermore, the birds were staying in substantial 
numbers later than usual at these places; in fact, into 
late May or early June. Cassin's Finch continued 
abundant, particularly at Bozeman, Spokane and Baker. 
Purple Finches were seen in the Cariboo area from May 
22 on. Pine Siskins appeared to be more abundant in 

the western part of the Region than in the eastern. Hall 
and LaFave described' them, along with Red Crossbills, 
as abundant in eastern Washington. The latter species 
was also noted at the Bison range, at Missoula regularly 
and at Baker. The difference between arrival dates of 
the Rufous-sided Towhee in eastern and western 
sections of the Region is noteworthy: Baker, March 14; 
Bison Range, March 30; Calgary, May 14; Bozeman, 
May 25. 
 
Sparrows.—LaFave apparently hit a migration peak for 
Savannah Sparrows when he estimated 500 at Spokane 
on May 3. Three very unusual occurrences were: a 
Black-throated Sparrow at Baker from May 17 
through 19, a LeConte's Sparrow at Missoula on 
June 2 and a Sage Sparrow at Missoula on March 4 and 
6. White-crowned Sparrows were reported as common 
to abundant at several localities. A peak number of 300 
was noted in the Cariboo area on April 25. Flocks up to 
50 birds were at Calgary, April 26, following 6 inches of 
snowfall (W. E. McKay). Ann Ward picked up no less 
than 38 White-crowns and 2 Brewer's Sparrows that 
had killed themselves by striking buildings in Baker the 
night of April 29-30. She described the weather as 
cloudy and humid but windless. The birds were 
evidently moving in a northeasterly direction, judging 
from the positions in which they were found. The 
catastrophe was new in the experience of Mrs. Ward. 
Of special interest was the large number of Golden-
crowned Sparrows observed in eastern Washington and 
Oregon. It appears that at least 18 Golden-crowns were 
detected migrating through eastern Washington and at 
least 4 were noted at Baker, Oreg. The unusually strong 
and persistent southwest winds of the period may have 
drifted the birds off course. The occurrence of the 
Lapland Longspur on migration through Missoula 
appears to have become an established thing. One to 3 
individuals were noted between March 12 and April 30 
(RLH, Dr. Hoffman). The species was seen by 
hundreds on April 11 in the Calgary area (C.B.C.) and 
many were killed in a late snowstorm the night of May 
5 at Acme, 20 miles northeast of Calgary. Numbers 
flew into lights and buildings and were found on 
highways and in farmyards (EDB). A single late Snow 
Bunting was seen at Missoula on April 9 and a flock of 
about 100 at Irricana, northeast of Calgary on May 18 
constituted a late date for the species there (CH, 
WEMcK).—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, 
Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1959 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—It always should be noted 
how absurd it is to call April and May the spring 
migration period in this area. In the mountainous parts 
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spring migration occurs in June. In the Great Basin the 
waterbirds have passed their peak migration before 
April, and April and May represent part of the breeding 
season. This short season found the area dry, 
particularly so in the Great Basin, but my 
correspondents differ as to whether it was hot or cold; 
apparently it was some of both. If there were any 
migratory waves, they were not reported. The nearest 
thing to a good migratory wave was noted in Casper in 
central Wyoming on May 20. Oppie Reames reported 
that in Durango in southwestern Colorado not only 
was it dry but the migration was poor with fewer 
species and smaller numbers than usual. The drought 
situation at Malheur in eastern Oregon, part of the 
Great Basin, is potentially serious. David Marshall, the 
biologist there, reports the poorest runoff from 
adjacent mountains in 20 years. The water level at 
Malheur is rapidly dropping and much of the Blitzen 
Valley is dry. The result is less food for ducks and a 
very poor breeding season in prospect with very low 
numbers. In contrast, the shorebird population has 
risen with much mud flat exposed, and the fish-eating 
birds are on the increase. For the first time in many 
years White Pelicans nested at Malheur (400 birds) 
 
Geese.—Bear River Marshes had 261 broods of Canada 
Geese hatched this year, an increase of 35 over last year 
(Bolwahnn). 
 
Grouse.—Reed Ferris in the first week of April found a 
strutting group of 78 Sage Hens north of the sandhills 
area near Rexburg in eastern Idaho. He  
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states that the Sage Hen has been diminishing in that 
area. Farther east, in Wyoming, the Sage Hen is a 
common bird. 
 
Swans.—Ernest Greenwalt, the refuge manager at the 
National Elk Refuge just north of Jackson and 
adjoining Grand Teton National Park, had 2 nesting 
pairs of Trumpeters on Flat Creek this year. 
 
Cranes.—The largest concentration of Sandhill Cranes 
(350 birds) in the Region occurred at the growing 
Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado, April 5 
(Bryant). 
 
Shorebirds.—David Marshall reported that on the newly 
exposed flats at Malheur there were great flocks of 
dowitchers, Least Sandpipers, Am. Avocets and Willets. 
There were 25 pairs of Black-necked Stilts where last 
year there were none. In the rare category were 4 
Semipalmated Plovers, May 8; 5 Sanderlings at nearby 
Harney Lake, May 19 (DuMont), and an Am. Golden 
Plover, May 28 (DuMont), near Frenchglen. 

 
Phalaropes.—On May 21 Lockerbie reported the 
greatest concentration of Northern Phalaropes that he 
has ever seen at Farmington Bay on the Great Salt 
Lake, just north of Salt Lake City. He gave no figures 
other than "thousands upon thousands," but since his 
experience goes back about 60 years, it must have been 
a very great number. On one area, there was an 
"undulating carpet of birds on the water" half a mile 
wide. He suggests that few Northern Phalaropes may 
have been seen on the Pacific flyway this spring; so 
many went north via the Great Salt Lake. 
 
Doves.—Sidney Hyde observed a large migration of 
Mourning Doves, May 7, with 500 birds scattered over 
30 miles of roadway near Gunnison on the western 
slope of Colorado, May 7. 
 
Owls.—On April 5 near Salt Lake City, Gleb Kashin 
found a Flammulated Owl, a little-known bird in this 
Region. On May 30 he found the nest of the Saw-whet 
Owl, another uncommon owl. Anna Strahan reported 
that 3 of the 4 Great Gray Owls known to her at Fort 
Klamath, Klamath Basin of Oregon, have been killed 
by cars. Fifty Short-eared Owls have been present on 
the Monte Vista Refuge in southern Colorado (Bryant). 
 
Swifts.—Where the Provo River flows into Lake Utah, 
central Utah, 2 Vaux's Swifts were seen on May 10 by a 
party that included Kashin and Lockerbie. Among a 
large flock of White-throated Swifts there Lockerbie 
also thought there was a Chimney Swift. There is only a 
record or two of either swift in Utah. 
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa 
country of western-central Colorado reported so many 
people have taken up feeding hummers in her area that 
many fewer came to her feeders. 
 
Mockingbirds.—Four nesting birds were near Payson in 
central Utah (Pfouts). Three others were reported in 
northern Utah by Kashin, McCollough and Lockerbie. 
Ordinarily this is an uncommon bird in Utah. 
 
Gnatcatchers.—Richard Follett had one on May 24 in the 
Cache Valley of northern Utah, where it is uncommon.  
 
Vireos.—At Pocatello on May 16, L. M. Baylor had a 
Solitary Vireo, a scarce bird for this area. 
 
Orioles.—On May 30 near Eureka in dry west-central 
Utah, Kashin and others found 6 Scott's Orioles, an 
unusual bird for the state. These are the highlights of 
this season here.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 
13th Street, Casper Wyo. 
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Spring Migration, 1959 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION—[No 
Regional report was received, or it may have been rejected.] 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1959 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN – 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—With some 
important exceptions, the weather during the breeding 
season was hot and dry from June on. Drought or near-
drought conditions existed at Baker, Oreg. in eastern 
Washington and western Montana. However, the 
Cariboo Parklands area of southern British Columbia, 
the Calgary, Alta. area and the Bozeman, Mont. area 
were cold and wet during late June and early July. New 
snow fell in the mountains around Bozeman at this 
time. Conditions at the National Bison Range, Moiese, 
Mont. were cool and wet until after the first week of 
July. Careful observations by Erskine in the Cariboo 
area indicated severe mortality among newly hatch 
ducklings because of adverse weather  
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conditions. Lack of water appeared to interfere with 
breeding of some species of ducks in the Calgary area, 
however. Except for many species of ducks and a 
sprinkling of other species, birdlife of the Region 
appeared to be at normal levels or possibly better, with 
good nesting success. E. D. Beacham again reported 
for southwestern Alberta. The Cariboo area of British 
Columbia is well-represented by the combined 
observations of A. J. Erskine, W. D. McLaren, R. S. 
Little, R. C. Stein and L. G. Sugden. R. L. Hand 
continues to report for the Missoula, Mont. area and P. 
D. Skaar made most of the observations for the 
Bozeman, Mont. area. C. J. Henry reported from the 
National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. and Charles G. 
Hansen sent observations from Red Rock Lakes 
Refuge, Monida, Mont. Ann Ward continues to report 
from Baker, Oreg. Coverage for the Region was 
probably the best ever, with individual observations of 
nests and broods totaling well over a thousand; some 
800 of these were of nests. Reporters of the Cariboo 
area of British Columbia located over 500 nests. 
 
Loons, Grebes and Herons.—Breeding reports for the 
Common Loon have been few for the Region so two 
records for the Cariboo area are of interest: 1 small 
young at Phililloo Lake, June 17, and a half-grown 
young there on July 22. Red-necked Grebes were found 
breeding in the Cariboo area; at Twin Lakes, Kootenai 
Co., Idaho (Lynn LaFave), and at Salmon Lake, 
Missoula Co., Mont. (Ralph Hand). Nests or young of 
Horned, Eared, Western and Pied-billed Grebes were 

noted in the Region. Young Western Grebes were 
reported only from Red Rock Lakes, Monida, Mont. 
Only 1 pair of Great Blue Herons managed to raise 
young at the Midnapore, Alta. colony, which as late as 
1956 had 15 to 20 pairs. However, nests and trees have 
been destroyed by ranch workers. The uncommon 
Black-crowned Night Heron was noted at O'Sullivan 
Dam, Grant Co., Wash. (LaFave). 
 
Swans, Geese and Ducks.—A pair of Trumpeter Swans in 
the Bozeman, Mont. area partly raised one cygnet, 
which disappeared before July 26. A pair of Canada 
Geese nested for the second year in a usurped 
Ferruginous Hawk nest at Midnapore (Kay Hodges). 
Four or 5 thousand of the birds came in to Red Rock 
Lakes to molt. Mallards appeared to be nesting in usual 
numbers at Calgary but the presence of non-incubating 
females in the Cariboo area indicated poorer 
production there. Pintail and Blue-winged Teal 
appeared to be breeding in reduced numbers in the 
Cariboo area and especially around Calgary. On the 
other hand, Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal appeared 
to be much more common in eastern Washington and 
seemed to have a very successful breeding season 
(LaFave). Green-winged Teal and Am. Widgeon in the 
Cariboo area appeared to be having a poor breeding 
season. Supt. W. A. Rodgers, Turnbull National 
Wildlife Refuge, Cheney, Wash. noted a distinct 
downward trend in duck numbers at the refuge, 
although there was no lack of water. Of special interest 
is the large number of waterfowl which came to Red 
Rock Lakes to molt. Many male Pintails came about the 
second week of June, followed by about 40,000 Am. 
Widgeon and some 50,000 Redheads. Buffleheads in 
the Cariboo area appeared to have been severely 
affected by the cold, wet weather. For example, at 
Watson Lake, 122 young were known to have left the 
nest between June 15 and 25 but a count on June 26 
revealed only 72. Even poorer survival was indicated at 
Phililloo Lake, where at least 65 young left the nest; yet 
the highest of 3 counts made showed only 4 broods, 
totaling 12 young! Barrow's Goldeneye suffered to a 
lesser extent. The Harlequin Duck, not often reported, 
was seen on McDonald Creek, Glacier National Park 
(Warren Hall) and in the Cariboo area. Broods of the 
White-winged Scoter were noted at Donnelly and 
Watson Lakes in the Cariboo area and a few Surf 
Scotors were identified in the latter area between June 
6 and July 13. 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—An adult Goshawk with 2 young 
about 3 weeks old was found in a nest 60 ft. up in a 
hemlock at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on 
June 16 (LaFave). A female Swainson’s Hawk was 
observed on the nest at Baker, Oreg on May 6, 2 weeks 
earlier than last year. Three young left the nest on July 
23. A pair of Ferruginous Hawks again nested 
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successfully at Midnapore, Alta. (KH). Golden Eagles 
were noted at several localities and young out of the 
nest were seen along the Madison River in Montana, 
July 26. LaFave reported 4 occupied nests of Ospreys 
along the Pend Oreille River in eastern Washington and 
believed the birds are on the increase. Of 11 Sparrow 
Hawk nests found in the Cariboo area, 6 failed. A 
suggested reason was the lateness of development of 
grasshoppers because of cool weather. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Grouse, particularly Blue and 
Ruffed, appeared to be on the downswing of the 
population cycle in the Cariboo area. Sage Grouse in 
the valley at Red Rock Lakes were estimated at 1,000. 
Very unusual was a Scaled Quail in a sagebrush area 
near O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash., on July 18 
(LaFave). A study of the White-tailed Ptarmigan in 
Glacier Park revealed 14 broods which hatched from 
about July 18 to 28. The young were on the wing 9 or 
10 days after hatching (Thomas S. Chote). 
 
Cranes, Rails and Coot.—Sandhill Cranes, estimated at 
400 at Red Rock Lakes, were hatching young  
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during the middle of June. Virginia Rails were noted in 
the Cariboo, at Red Rock Lakes and near Spokane, 
Wash., where an immature bird was noted on Aug. 9 
(LaFave). Nests and eggs of the Sora were observed at 
Springhouse in the Cariboo, July 7, and near Belgrade, 
Mont. on June 26. The earliest reported date for young 
Am. Coot was June 7 near Valley, Stevens Co., Wash. 
(LaFave). 
 
Shorebirds.—Very young Killdeer were noted at Baker 
and Missoula on the rather early dates of May 10 and 
16 respectively. Long-billed Curlew with flying young 
were seen at Cow Lake, Adams Co., Wash. (LaFave) 
and the Am. Avocet was nesting near Fairfield, Mont. 
(C. V. Davis). Occurrences of shorebirds which merely 
migrate through the Region were confusing, to say the 
least. A number appeared in late June—were they 
coming or going? A Semi-palmated Plover was 
identified at Ennis, Mont. on Aug. 8. Solitary 
Sandpipers appeared in the Cariboo from June 27 on 
and were noted at Missoula on July 7 (early). Greater 
Yellowlegs were found at Reardan, Wash. on June 26 
(7) and July 18 (5) (LaFave); one was seen at Missoula 
on June 30 and the species was present all summer in 
the Cariboo. Lesser Yellowlegs were noted at Reardan 
on June 26. The last "spring" date in the Cariboo was 
June 6 and the first "fall" date, June 24. A few of this 
species were present at Red Rock Lakes during July. 
Least Sandpipers were migrating from June 28 on at 
Watson Lake in the Cariboo, appeared at Missoula, July 
23-31, and were noted in July at Red Rock Lakes. Two 

Baird's Sandpipers near Calgary on June 12 were 
presumably moving north; five at Missoula on July 8 
represented an early fall record. A single Pectoral 
Sandpiper was seen, Aug. 6, with Lesser Yellowlegs at 
Missoula. Long-billed Dowitchers were arriving by July 
5 in the Cariboo, July 18 at Reardan (LaFave) and were 
noted during the month at Red Rock Lakes. There 
were a few records of Western and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers in July in the Region. Two female Northern 
Phalaropes in full breeding plumage were noted on 
June 12 near Calgary (EDB & Cedric Hitchon) and 
single birds were identified at Missoula as late as June 
14. 
 
Gulls and Terns.—Herring Gulls were believed to be 
present on lake areas near St. Maries, Idaho (Ray 
Korb). A notable concentration of perhaps a thousand 
Ring-billed Gulls was at Lenore Lake, Grant CO., 
Wash. in mid-July and a Franklin's Gull, always very 
rare in eastern Washington, was closely observed at 
Reardan, June 26 (LaFave). Bonaparte's Gull is 
becoming more common in eastern Washington. Two 
immature birds were noted at Reardan on June 7 
(LaFave & Hall). A Common Tern, rare in the area, 
was noted at the same time and place (Spokane Bird 
Club). 
 
Doves and Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves appeared to be 
common to abundant, with one exception. A. Schulse 
located only about a dozen nesting pairs in an area near 
Calgary where last year he found at least 40. A single 
Black-billed Cuckoo appeared near Calgary in June 
(CH). The average there is about 1 per year (EDB). A 
real rarity was 2 Yellow-billed Cuckoos observed at 
close range near Polson, Mont. on July 3 (Hall). 
 
Owls.—A Pygmy Owl, rarely noted in summer, was 
seen at Scotsman Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on 
June 17 (LaFave). Four or 5 Saw-whet Owls, 
uncommonly seen, were noted at the same place and 
date. Short-eared Owls were conspicuous by their 
absence at Baker and in eastern Washington but were 
reported as common in the marshes at Red Rock 
Lakes. 
 
Poor-wills, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—A few Poor-wills 
were noted in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. where they are 
rarely seen (LaFave). The complete nesting period of a 
Calliope Hummingbird was followed at St. Mary's Lake 
in Glacier National Park. Hatching took place on June 
30 (Lloyd P. Parratt). The rare Black Swift was noted 
near the summit of Rising Sun Mountain in Glacier 
Park (Hall). Hand reported hummingbirds as distinctly 
scarce in the Missoula area. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Many hybrid flickers as 
well as Red-shafted were noted in the Cariboo area, 
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where some nests failed due to depredations of 
Starlings. A female nesting at Spokane showed a red 
mark across the nape but otherwise appeared to be 
typically Red-Shafted (S. O. Stanley). Hand reported a 
dearth of woodpeckers, except flickers, and wondered 
if spraying for forest insects could be a factor. Erskine 
reported Traill's, Least, Hammond's, Dusky and Olive-
sided Flycatchers and Western Wood Pewees as 
abundant in the Cariboo. He located 34 nests of the 
first species alone! Hand noted that Traill's was perhaps 
the most common flycatcher at Missoula. 
 
Swallows and Jays.—All six species of swallows found in 
the Region were reported as common to abundant in 
many localities. Common Ravens were reported from 
six localities in the more mountainous areas. 
 
Chickadees and Nuthatches.—Four Boreal Chickadees, 
very rarely reported in the Region, were noted at Salmo 
Pass on June 16; the Chestnut-backed was commonly 
seen on the same trip (LaFave). At Spokane the White-
breasted Nuthatch was found nesting (M. C. Haggin) 
and 2 nests of the Pigmy Nuthatch were located (Dan 
Rogers, TR). 
 
Wrens, Mimic Thrushes and Thrushes.—The Cañon Wren 
was noted again this year along the Madison River west 
of Bozeman, well out of its listed range. A Sage 
Thrasher singing at Missoula on June 14 was 
apparently the second record for the species there. 
Nineteen of 31 Robin nests followed at Spokane 
apparently succeeded in producing young (TR). 
Townsend's Solitaire was reported by several observers 
and a pair was seen carrying nesting material on the 
cliffs of Mt. Clements near Logan Pass, Glacier Park at 
8,000 ft. elevation, July 16 (Richard E. Johnson). 
 
Pipits, Waxwings and Starlings.—A belatedly migrating 
Water Pipit was noted at Missoula on June 17. It was a 
pleasure to receive reports on 9 nests of this species 
from Glacier Park. They were occupied from at least 
July 5 to Aug. 18. Young from one nest were in flight 
on Aug. 3, 30 days from laying (TSC, RED. Cedar 
waxwings were reported as common only in eastern 
Washington and the Cariboo. Erskine examined about 
120 nests of the Starling in  
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the Cariboo area. He noted no second broods this year 
and found that competition within the species for 
nesting sites caused a number of nesting failures. 
 
Warblers and Blackbirds.—An early migrating Nashville 
Warbler was at Spokane on Aug. 1 (SOS) and another 
was seen at Missoula on Aug. 8. At least 3 pairs of 
Yellow Warblers at Baker raised cowbirds. A rare find 

was a Tennessee Warbler, collected near Polson, 
Mont. in early July by Dr. Richard Miller of the 
Montana State University Biological Station (Hall). A 
singing male Black-throated Green Warbler was 
observed on July 1 at Cameron Lake, Waterton 
National Park, Alta. The few previous records for the 
species there were all in May (EDB). Wilson's Warbler 
was seen into early June at Baker, Spokane (SOS), 
Missoula and in the Cariboo. A pair with a nest and 4 
eggs was found at Twin Lakes, Kootenai Co., Idaho on 
July 5 (La-Faye). A few early fall migrants were noted in 
August: 1 on the 1st (TR), again on Aug. 11 at Spokane 
(SOS) and on Aug. 9 at Bozeman. Ann Ward's delight 
at finding Am. Redstarts at Baker last year was short-
lived, for the area was cleared for development. Two 
pairs of Bobolinks were seen and specimens taken at 
117 Mile in the Cariboo. This apparently is an 
extension of the known range of the species. The 
Brown-headed Cowbird was noted taking advantage of 
the hospitality of the Yellow Warbler, Song Sparrow, 
Vesper Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow and Traill's 
Flycatcher. 
 
Tanagers and Finches.—The Western Tanager was 
reported as common to abundant in timbered areas. 
Black-headed Grosbeaks were reported from Baker, 
Spokane (SOS), Flathead Lake in western Montana 
(Hall), Missoula and Bozeman. Lazuli Buntings were 
common and were noted (5 or 6) in Glacier Park at 
6,500 ft. on July 28 (Hall). Cassin's Finch, Pine Siskins, 
Am. Goldfinch and Red Crossbill were abundant. Four 
nests of the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, perhaps the 
first found of this subspecies, were located in the 
Garden Wall area in Glacier Park (REJ). 
 
Sparrows.—LeConte's Sparrow, seldom reported, was 
seen and a specimen secured in the Cariboo at 110 
Mile. A colony was found, July 19, in the Con-rich area 
near Calgary (CH). Distinctly unusual was a single bird 
of this species at Missoula on June 2. Oregon Juncos 
and Chipping Sparrows continued abundant. A nest of 
Brewer's Sparrow with 3 eggs was located in Meagher 
Co., Mont. and adults with flying young were noted 
near Reardan, Wash, on June 26 (LaFave). Three nests 
of the White-crowned Sparrow, all containing young, 
were discovered at Logan Pass, Glacier Park, between 
July 16 and Aug. 7 (REJ & other park naturalists). 
Three pairs of White-throated Sparrows were observed 
in the Calgary area in June, some distance south of the 
normal breeding range (EDB, CH). McCown's 
Longspur, carrying food at Ennis, Mont., Aug. 9, is 
believed to be a westernmost record in Montana.—
THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, 
Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1959 
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GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—This was a hot dry season 
as the weather bureau predicted. Only southwestern 
Colorado, Durango, had normal precipitation 
(Reames). In the Great Basin things were very dry 
indeed. Worst hit was Malheur in eastern Oregon, 
where waterfowl breeding was about 10 per cent of 
normal with the poorest water conditions in 25 years 
(Marshall). The changes in water made great mud flats 
with excellent shorebird concentrations; since the carp 
are over-populating Malheur itself and destroying the 
duck food. 20,000 White Pelicans came to feed on the 
carp. This produced the first nesting of White Pelicans 
there in years; the nesting was a failure because the 
water was so low that coyotes got to the nesting islands 
and promptly cleaned out the nests. At Klamath, 
waterfowl production was the poorest in 15 years 
(Abney). The dryness concentrated the birds in the 
refuge and they should have had a tremendous year. 
However, the water for the Lower Klamath—Tule lake 
area is used for irrigation before it gets to the refuge. 
Owing to the heat and drought the irrigation water was 
used early; consequently more water than usual poured 
into the refuges early and drowned out the nests, 
destroying what would have been a banner year. Bear 
River on Great Salt Lake is not a sump as are Klamath 
and Malheur. Although their water intake was low, the 
huge dike ponds held up well and the production was 
almost up to normal (Bolwahnn). Ruby Lakes in 
eastern Nevada had the driest year on record but this 
concentrated the birds on the refuge as everything else 
was dry, so waterfowl production on the refuge itself 
increased. The refuge managed to maintain adequate 
water (Clair Aldous). At Stillwater in western Nevada 
the story is much the same; there were good conditions 
on most of the refuge but not around it, consequently 
an overall decline although the refuge itself held up well 
(John H. Kiger).  
 
Insecticides.—The city of Casper, Wyo., was sprayed with 
malathion and in June a large group of Cedar 
Waxwings were paralyzed for about 48 hours. If the 
birds were protected during this time they survived. 
One small boy had 40 that he played with in his bed. 
How many of the birds actually died is not clear, but 
the percentage was probably high. No Cedar Waxwings 
were seen in town thereafter, and the songbird 
population, except for the seed eaters was very low 
(OKS).  
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L. M. Baylor reports that many people in Pocatello in 
southern Idaho, including the newspaper editor, think 
there is a decrease in birds in that area, but they have 

no idea as to the cause. Insecticides were not 
considered. 
 
Ducks.—The fall migration began early in August at 
Bear River Marshes on the Great Salt Lake in Utah. By 
the end of this period there were 247,300 ducks there, 
of which 176,000 were Pintails (Bolwahnn). 
 
Hawks.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss in the mesa country 
of western Colorado has had a Sparrow Hawk nesting 
for years in one of her trees. In the past the diet of the 
young has been mice, lizards, and small snakes but this 
year with things hot and dry and overrun with insects 
the young hawks had an insect diet. 
 
Shorebirds.—Gelb Kashin had 10,000 Northern 
Phalarope on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 1, an unusual 
concentration for that time of year. They do not 
migrate down the coasts by any means. 
 
Owls.—Kashin reported finding the nest of a Saw-whet 
Owl near Salt Lake. Young were seen peeping out the 
hole on June 6. 
 
Woodpeckers.—The Downy Woodpecker is reported 
absent on the western slope of Colorado around 
Gunnison (Hyde). They also were reported scarce near 
Logan in northeastern Utah (Follett). The reason for 
this is not clear. 
 
Swallows.—Dennis Carter reported a pair of Purple 
Martins at the Bar HL Guard Station in the White 
River National Forest on July 7 and 8 in northwestern 
Colorado. This is the first report from western 
Colorado. 
 
Warblers.—Prof. Mickey had a Hooded Warbler on 
June 1 in his yard in Laramie in southern Wyoming. 
This is the first record for the state. 
 
Orioles.—E. T. McKnight and T. B. Nolan report 
Scott's Oriole feeding young on Ruby Hill at Eureka 
in central Nevada, Aug. 9. This is a remarkably far 
north record. Otherwise, no trends in land birds have 
been observed in this Region.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
The Nesting Season, 1959 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION—[No 
Regional report was received, or it may have been rejected.] 
 

End 1959 
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1960 
 
Autumn Migration, 1959 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—Weather during 
the fall period was, for most of the Region, close to 
being the coldest and wettest on record.  

     
Even August was included in this, with Missoula, 
Mont. reporting the month as the third coldest on 
record and September, the coldest since 1934. Spokane, 
Wash., Banff, Alta., and Baker, Oreg., concurred. At 
Bozeman, Mont. it appeared to be less extreme in that 
month. The cold, wet trend continued through 
October and culminated in blizzard conditions and 
subzero temperatures at most localities beginning about 
Nov. 12 and lasting a week or 10 days, after which 
moderating conditions removed the snow in most 
localities. Some of the extreme lows were: Calgary, 
Alta., -30°; National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., -33°; 
Missoula -15°; Bozeman, -26°; Spokane, -2°; and Baker, 
-3'. In spite of the cold and wet no striking deviations 
from normal migrational schedules we detected for 
most species; some appeared earlier, some stayed later. 
Departure dates in the Bozeman area seemed a little 
early on the average, however. Perhaps this more or 
less normal pattern was because the fall, previous to the 
November storm, was not marked by extreme cold but 
rather by low average temperature. Some species were 
forced into movement by the blizzard in November, 
however. The period had more than the usual number 
of rare or unusual species. Credit for observations, 
except where otherwise indicated, is as follows: 
Southwestern Alberta, E. D. Beacham; Cariboo area, 
British Columbia, A. J. Erskine; Bozeman, Mont. area, 
P. D. Skaar; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand; National 
Bison Range, Moiese, Mont., C. J. Henry; Baker, Oreg., 
Ann Ward, and eastern Washington, Lynn LaFave 
and/or Warren Hall. 
 
Pelicans, Cormorants, Egrets.--A White Pelican was noted, 
Sept. 20 and 21, at Vaseaux Lake, southern British 

Columbia (D. Stirling) and the species was seen in 
Madison Co., Mont. on the late date of Oct. 18. In the 
latter area Double-crested Cormorants were seen on 
Sept. 6. An uncommon record was of a Snowy Egret 
flying over Baker, Oreg., on Aug. 23. 
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were reported from many 
localities. A single bird, possibly a Trumpeter, flew over 
Missoula at the unusually early date of Sept. 9. The 
Whistling Swan was noted as quite plentiful  
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At Ninepipe Refuge south of Ronan, Lake Co., Mont. 
(C. J. Henry); 200 were counted on Oct. 18 in Madison 
Co., Mont. Trumpeter Swans were noted throughout 
the period in the latter area. Record-breaking numbers 
of ducks were present in the Columbia Basin of Central 
Washington during November. Counts made by the 
state game department and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service indicated about 350,000 birds. Geese numbered 
some 18,000. However, the zero weather of mid-month 
drove between one-third and one-half of the waterfowl 
out of the area. By the end of the month, as the 
weather moderated, the birds moved back in, showing 
even higher numbers than earlier. Green-winged Teal 
were unusually abundant in some localities. At least 500 
were at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., Wash., Nov. 28 
and Hand noted that this species was, next to the 
Mallard, the commonest duck at Missoula! A few Blue-
winged Teal tarried at Moraine Lake near Lake Louise, 
Alta., elevation 5,000 ft., at least to Sept. 2. The species 
was noted to Oct. 4 in Madison Co., Mont. A Wood 
Duck was taken at Bozeman on the late date of Nov. 7 
(C. V. Davis). Barrow's Goldeneyes were numerous, 
being the most common duck noted on a trip through 
the Cariboo area on Oct. 10-11. A few Red-breasted 
Mergansers were noted at the National Bison Range.  
 
Vultures and Hawks.—A Turkey Vulture, uncommon in 
eastern Washington, was noted at Turnbull Refuge on 
Sept. 8. Hawks appeared to be in normal numbers. The 
blizzard of mid-November apparently brought in 
Rough-legged Hawks (Missoula; Baker, Oreg., Moses 
Lake, Wash.) and the Prairie Falcon (Missoula and 
Bozeman). 
 
Grouse and Pheasants.—A few Spruce Grouse (females 
and nearly grown young) were seen at Salmo Pass, 
Pend Oreille Co., Wash., where they are quite 
uncommon in late August. Ring-necked Pheasant 
numbers appeared to be down at Baker, Oreg. but 
California Quail were plentiful there.  
 
Cranes and Shorebirds.—Sandhill Cranes were moving in 
numbers in the Okanogan area of southern British 
Columbia and north-central Washington the latter part 
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of September, with two flocks totaling 450 noted on 
Sept. 20 at Richter Pass, B. C. (D. Stirling). Hand 
characterized the shorebird migration at Missoula as 
beginning early and ending late. It was about the best 
fall in his experience for continued observation of the 
less common species. In eastern Washington most 
species arrived at about the average time but many 
stayed later than usual. Many rare species were noted 
there. A flock of 200-300 Killdeer in one field at Baker, 
Oreg., Sept. 16, was noteworthy. An Am. Golden 
Plover was collected at O'Sullivan Dam, Grant Co., 
Wash, on Sept. 19 and a Black-bellied Plover on Sept. 
27 was Hand's first for Missoula and his second for 
western Montana. A Ruddy Turnstone, very rare in 
eastern Washington was seen at Reardan on Aug. 22 
and on Sept. 5 one was collected there, the second 
specimen from eastern Washington. A peak of 400 
Baird's Sandpipers was noted in Madison Co., Mont. 
on Aug. 26 and 30 Dunlins at Moses Lake, Wash. on 
Nov. 28 represented an unusually large number. The 
very rare Stilt Sandpiper was collected at Reardan, 
Wash. and a Sanderling, rare in central Washington, 
was collected at O'Sullivan Dam. The real rarity, 
however, was a Hudsonian Godwit, collected at 
O'Sullivan Dam, Sept. 12. This is the second published 
record west of the Continental Divide in the United 
States, excepting Alaska. Highly noteworthy also was 
the finding of a Red Phalarope, Aug. 26, Madison Co., 
Mont. This is believed to be the second sight record for 
the state. 
 
Jaegers, Gulls, Terns.—An immature Long-tailed Jaeger 
was collected at Missoula on Sept. 3. A single 
Bonaparte's Gull turned up again in eastern 
Washington (Reardan, Aug. 27) and at Spokane on Oct. 
4 (Spokane Bird Club) and a single Franklin's was 
noted at Spokane the last of September. A Glaucous-
winged Gull was seen at Spokane (J. Acton). Two 
Black Terns at Sprague Lake near Sprague, Wash., 
constituted a very late date. 
 
Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—A Burrowing 
Owl at Cow Lake near Sprague, Wash. on Sept. 12 
furnished a late date. Short-eared Owls were apparently 
less common. The largest number reported was 7 on 
Nov. 28, eastern Washington. The November storm 
brought at least 3 to Missoula. Common Nighthawks 
apparently departed at about the usual time, despite the 
cool fall. Several were still at Bozeman on Sept. 22 (C. 
V. Davis). Missoula had a flight of them on Sept. 15, 
the last date there. One straggler was at Spokane on 
Sept. 16 (S.B.C.). A Poor-will was identified at 
Missoula on Sept. 15. This was Hand's first. One was 
found dead at Spokane on Sept. 24. It is uncommon 
there. About 40 Vaux's Swifts were noted at Granite 
Creek Falls, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on Aug. 30 and 8 
were noted at Kalispell, Mont. on Aug. 24 (AJE). 

White-throated Swifts were still present in numbers on 
Sept. 24 at Sun Lakes, north-central Washington. 
Rufous Hummingbirds lingered into September around 
Spokane (last on 27th—S.B.C.), Baker (last on 21st) 
and Kelowna, B. C. (Sept. 3). Despite the cool fall, lack 
of a killing frost until Oct. 1 probably accounted for the 
late date at Spokane. 
 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—The latest 
report of Lewis' Woodpecker was from Baker, Sept. 22. 
A post card from Cambridge, England told of the 
noting of the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker at 
Cooke City, Mont., Aug. 26 (I.C.T. Nisbet). The latest 
date for the Eastern Kingbird was Sept. 7 at Missoula, 
but the Western was noted at the late date of Sept. 20 
at Nighthawk, Wash. (DS). Empidonax flycatchers were 
noted in September at several places and one was seen 
at Baker on Oct. 2. A peak migration of flycatchers was 
detected in eastern Washington about Aug. 27, when 
about 25 individuals of several species were observed in 
one small area. Horned Larks decreased markedly in 
numbers at Missoula about Oct. 10, whereas they 
normally appear by the hundreds in late October. 
Swallows seemed to leave somewhat sooner than usual, 
presumably because cool weather decreased the supply 
of flying insects. "Tremendous" flocks were forming at 
Baker by Aug. 13 and a flock of about 800 Violet-green 
Swallows was noted south 
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of Greenacres, near Spokane (TR). 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Creepers.—Steller's Jay appeared several 
times at the National Bison Range; heretofore it was 
not on the bird list for the Range. Also unusual was 
one individual in sage-brush near Sprague, Wash. 
Around the town of Banff, Alta., Black-billed Magpies 
are becoming more common, apparently at the expense 
of the Common Raven and Clark's Nutcracker. The 
finding and collecting of several Boreal Chickadees 
again in northeastern Washington (Pend Oreille 
County) appears to indicate they are rare permanent 
residents there (LaFave). As many as 6 Brown Creepers 
appeared at one time in Ann Ward's back yard at Baker, 
Oreg. 
 
Wrens, Thrushes, Pipits, Waxwings.—Rock Wren 
occurrences, usually little reported during migration in 
the Region, were: Missoula, last noted on Sept. 3; 
present to Sept. 12, Wheatland Co., Mont.; "very 
abundant" at National Bison Range; migrating group of 
4 near Spokane, Sept. 4 (TR), and a group of 5 at 
Penticton, B. C. on Sept. 21 (DS). Robins appeared to 
be migrating chiefly from late September until mid-
October. Indications were that few would winter in the 
Region. On Little Lookout Mountain at 6,000 ft., near 
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Baker, Oreg., a migrating group of 200 Western 
Bluebirds was seen. Large flocks of Mountain Bluebirds 
were noted at Baker by mid-September and the Bison 
Range had a wave of them at the end of the month. 
Water Pipits moving during September and October, 
showed peaks in late September and the first week of 
October. Whether the Region would experience a good 
Bohemian Waxwing winter was not yet clear. The 
earliest date was Oct. 18 near Edwall, Wash. and a 
flock of at least 500 was reported at Spokane (S.B.C.). 
Cedar Waxwings appeared in flocks up to 50 (Spokane, 
Oct. 20). 
 
Starlings, Vireos, Warblers.—A strong migrational 
movement of Starlings was noted about the last of 
October at Missoula. A flock of 80 was noted near 
Kalispell, Mont. on Oct. 11 (TR). Warbling Vireo song 
and food-carrying was still observed on Aug. 16 at 
Bozeman. As is often the case with fall departures, 
Baker, Oreg., had the latest dates for vireos: Solitary, 
Sept. 20; Red-eyed, Sept. 15, and Warbling, Sept. 18. 
Six Townsend's Warblers, not often reported from the 
Region, were noted at Pine Creek near Baker on Sept. 
7. The Northern Water-thrush, reported only from 
Bozeman, was noted (singing) to Aug. 16. A late record 
for Audubon's Warbler was of 4 birds at O'Sullivan 
Dam, Wash. on Nov. 28. 
 
Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Latest dates for Yellow-
headed Blackbirds were: Reardan, Oct. 12 (SBC); 6 at 
Baker on Oct. 13 and 1 at Keremeos, B. C. (DS) on 
Sept. 20 (in each case with Brewer's and Red-winged 
Blackbirds) and Missoula, Aug. 31. Large flocks of 
Brewer's occurred in August and September. A 
Western Tanager was fly-catching at Bozeman on Nov. 
1, a very late date. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were 
mentioned more frequently this fall and at Baker 
appeared in unusual numbers, being seen regularly 
there the latter half of August. A Lazuli Bunting nest 
with fledglings was found near St. Ignatius, Mont. on 
the late date of Aug. 18 (RLH). LaFave reported that 
Red Crossbills, Cassin's Finches and Evening 
Grosbeaks seemed much more common in eastern 
Washington during the late summer and fall. The 
former species was reported elsewhere only from the 
Cariboo. Redpolls appeared commonly in November. 
A flock on Nov. 27 at the Bison Range was believed to 
be the rare Hoary Redpoll. M. C. Haggin came upon a 
remarkable concentration of about 200 Rufous-sided 
Towhees near Penewawa on the Snake River, 
Washington on Oct. 4. The latest observations for 
Savannah Sparrows were 1 near Spokane on Oct. 14 
(TR) and Missoula, Oct. 23, both later than usual. The 
uncommon Grasshopper Sparrow (1) was seen at 
Reardan, Wash. on Sept 5. The latest date for the 

Vesper Sparrow was Sept. 30 at Missoula. Oregon 
Juncos were entering town areas in late September and 
early October. A few Slate-colored Juncos appeared at 
Baker, Missoula, the Bison Range and several places in 
eastern Washington. A few Chipping Sparrows were 
noted throughout September at Spokane (S.B.C.) and 
the species was recorded on the very late date of Oct. 
24 at Missoula. A Harris' Sparrow was seen at 
Missoula on Oct. 16; an adult and an immature were 
identified at Bozeman, Nov. 1. The adult was collected 
the next day. White-crowned Sparrows were noted 
migrating from Aug. 28 (near Spokane—TR) to Nov. 
28 (Park Lake, Grant Co., Wash.). A very heavy 
movement was reported by D. Stirling in the Okanogan 
area between Sept. 20 and 25. An albino was noted 
with a flock of about 100 White-crowns at Nighthawk, 
Wash. (DS). An adult and 2 immature Golden-
crowned Sparrows appeared at Spokane, Sept. 11 
(Stephen O. Stanley) and an immature was noted there 
on Sept. 26-27 (TR). One or possibly 2 White-
throated Sparrows were noted near the Madison River 
west of Bozeman on Oct. 18. Lapland Longspurs again 
appeared at Missoula, in smaller numbers than in 
previous years (groups of 4 or 5) from Sept. 4 to Nov. 
17. Snow Buntings were observed in the Cariboo (Oct. 
11), at the Bison Range (late October, November) and 
at Banff and Missoula in November.—THOMAS 
ROGERS, E. 108 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
Corrigenda.—Audubon Field Notes 13: 444-446 (1959): 
Non-incubating female ducks in the Cariboo were 
mostly Am. Widgeon and Blue-winged Teal. Scoter 
records in the Cariboo were probably all of 1 bird, 
collected on July 13 in a moribund condition. Credit 
for 90 of the Starling nest observations should go to W. 
D. McLaren. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1959 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The Great Basin has been 
in the grips of a drought, which was temporarily 
broken in September; but November was again dry. It 
was the driest November in 16 years in Utah. The 
Rocky Mountain division was better off and in general 
had good moisture, even in southwestern Colorado 
(Durango) which is usually different. The temperatures 
were average or above. Bear River, the great refuge at 
the north end of  
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the Great Salt Lake, reported waterfowl down 30 per 
cent from the 10-year average. Stillwater Refuge in 
western Nevada, not far from Reno, was down 50 per 
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cent from last year in ducks but geese were much the 
same (Kiger). 

      
The situation at Monte Vista Refuge in southern central 
Colorado is different. This refuge is being steadily 
expanded physically and improved with larger numbers 
and new birds being found each year (Bryant). Due to 
the Great Basin drought the number of waterfowl 
increased at Ruby Lakes in central Nevada (Clair 
Aldous, refuge manager). With the warm, wet fall in the 
Rockies the landbird migration seemed very good. 
 
Pelicans.—David Marshall, the biologist at Malheur in 
eastern Oregon, reported that owing to the drought 
Malheur Lake is only one-third of last year's size. The 
carp have increased mightily and eaten off the Sago 
Pondweed; ducks and swans bypassed Malheur this 
year. The smaller volume of lake so concentrated the 
fish that White Pelicans had a field day between Aug. 
15 and Sept. 30 it was estimated 30,000 of these birds 
were present, an all-time record. The pelicans ate so 
much carp that some were unable to fly and were 
caught by the airboat of the refuge. The number of fish 
the birds were holding were measured; the pelican eat 2 
pounds of fish per day. As a result, it is estimated that 
the pelicans removed 5 million pounds of carp from 
Malheur during the past summer and fall, and there has 
been a noticeable reduction in carp. Incidentally, in the 
season summary of the last issue of Audubon Field Notes 
it was indicated 20,000 White Pelicans nested at 
Malheur. Actually, there were 420 nests on Malheur 
and Harney Lakes. Only 7 young survived. Coyotes 
were believed to cause a sudden disappearance of eggs 
and young and 360 nests were abandoned. The 
successfully reared young came from the Harney Lake 
colony. Bobcats and Coyotes increased with recent wet 
years with the abundance of rodents and rabbits in the 
Malheur region. With the drought there has been a 
heavy die-off of these animals. The predators have had 
to look elsewhere. Catching waterfowl for banding 
purposes in the Blitzen Valley at Malheur had to be 
given up because of predation. Stillwater in western 
Nevada, with the low water, had an increase of White 

Pelicans as the fish were concentrated. However, there 
were only 1800 birds. 
 
Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan of Jackson Hole had a 
successful breeding season. There was a record 70 birds 
on Flat Creek, beside the highway at Jackson in western 
Wyoming on Nov. 6 (Ernest Greenwalt, refuge 
manager). This figure included 14 cygnets. There birds 
will spend the winter on the several warm springs of 
Jackson Hole in and out of the newly enlarged Grand 
Teton Park. Because of the changes at Malheur, instead 
of 18,000 Whistling Swans as last year, there were only 
800 present this fall (Marshall). At Bear River there 
were 18,750 by the end of this period (Bolwahnn). 
Three Whistling Swans showed up at Monte Vista in 
southern Colorado for the first time on Nov. 1 
(Bryant). 
 
Geese.—The geese are dependent on grain crops and in 
a refuge like Malheur the population depends less on 
water level than on surrounding grain. In eastern 
Oregon this was a poor crop year and the maximum 
for Snow Geese was 10,000 in mid-October, less than 
half last year's population. However, Canada Geese 
held up well and there were 8,000 present on Nov. 23 
(Marshall). A rarity reported was a Blue Goose on Nov. 
5 at Bear River (Bolwahnn). At Stillwater in western 
Nevada Snow Geese were down to 3,500 in the refuge, 
but up to a normal 10,000 in the adjoining valley. Due 
to the drought the amount of Knot-grass (Paspalum 
distichum) was reduced in the refuge. This grass is the 
Snow Goose's principal food in the area (Kiger). 
 
Ducks.—The fall migration of ducks was generally 
down from last year. The peak of the Bear River 
migration was 490,500 ducks in October, and the 
common ones in order were Pintail, Green-winged 
Teal, Mallard, Am. Widgeon, Shoveler, Gadwall and 
Ruddy Duck (Bolwahnn). The changes in duck 
population at Malheur are almost entirely a reflection 
of the change in food status. With the loss of Sago 
Pondweed the population of Canvasbacks dropped to 
about 1,000 birds from 150,000 two years ago. Actual 
numbers of ducks at Malheur were about the same as 
last year—about one-third the number of the year 
before. The peak of the duck migration was about mid-
October with 180,000 birds. There were 50,000 
Gadwall, 55,000 Am. Widgeon, and 40,000 Ruddy 
Ducks as the principal birds. The Gadwall and Ruddy 
figures are high. It was found these ducks were feeding 
on Coontail (Ceratophyllum demersum), a submerged 
aquatic plant which often is used in aquariums. 
Previously, Coontail was not thought to be important 
waterfowl food (Marshall). Stillwater reported 
Shovelers at 23,000 and Green-winged Teal at 50,000. 
These were the only ducks up to last year's numbers. 
Am. Coot appears to be a problem at Stillwater with a 
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peak of 88,000 on Aug. 25, a record high figure (Kiger). 
Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho is different, as 
the most common duck is the Mallard. On Nov. 20, 
619,000 out of 688,000 ducks were Mallards. Deer Flat 
Refuge freezes late, and when nearby Oregon freezes 
the census at Deer Flat goes up. The high count for the 
season was Nov. 30 and consisted of Mallard 630,000, 
Pintail 50,000, Am. Widgeon 12,000,  
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Shoveler 10,000, and Common Merganser 10,000 
(Gene Crawford, refuge manager). Another essentially 
Mallard refuge is Monte Vista in southern Colorado. 
The high there was 68,400 on Nov. 22, a new high for 
this growing refuge. The next nearest ducks were 
Pintail and Green-winged Teal with only 1,000 of each 
(Bryant). 
 
Hawks.—Peregrine Falcons up to 3 were reported 
during most of October from Monte Visa Refuge in 
southern Colorado (Bryant). This bird is regular but 
unusual in the fall in the Rockies. More Golden Eagles 
were seen this fall than ever before on the central 
Wyoming flyway west of Casper. Forty were seen in an 
hour on Nov. 1 (OKS). The flyway is believed to run 
from the Big Horn Mountains to Pine Mountain and 
then down the Laramie Range. 
 
Sandhill Crane.—Mrs. Carman reported from the 
fabulous valley at Grand Junction flocks up to 200 at a 
time migrating along the Colorado River. There are 
other reports of cranes from this area, which are too 
remarkable to mention without confirmation. 
 
Shorebirds.—The drying up of much of Malheur left 
huge mud flats for shorebirds. On Sept. 2 there were 
42,000 dowitchers and 6,000 "peeps," mostly Westerns, 
with a few Least. An unusual occurrence was an Am. 
Golden Plover, Sept. 7 (collected) and Sanderling and 
Semipalmated Plover on the same date (Marshall). 
Other rarities are a Black-bellied Plover at Stillwater, 
Aug. 19 (Kiger). 
 
Jaegers.—W. J. Fitzpatrick of Yosemite Park reported a 
Parasitic Jaeger on Oct. 10 at Mono Hot Springs, Calif., 
on the western edge of the Great Basin. As far as the 
editor is aware this is the first record from that part of 
the Great Basin. 
 
Owls.—Gleb Kashin, whose luck with owls is 
remarkable, reported the Pygmy Owl back in the 
cemetery at Salt Lake City. He also reported 2 
Flammulated Owls in City Creek Canyon at Salt Lake 
on Sept. 27. These last were shown to Lockerbie. He 
had a Saw-whet Owl in Dry Canyon at Salt Lake, Sept. 
30. These three owls are all thought to be uncommon 

in Utah. Kashin commented on the abundance of the 
Great Horned Owl in the Salt Lake region. This owl is 
highly successful all through the Mountain States. 
 
Swifts.—An extraordinary flight of 100 Black Swifts was 
seen by Mrs. J. J. Crews at Hotchkiss on the mesa in 
western Colorado on Sept. 26 and 3 subsequent days. 
This bird is not too uncommon in this part of 
Colorado, but this observation points out how little is 
known of this region although in the higher mountains 
to the east the birdlife is well documented. 
 
Hummingbirds.—Oppie Reames reported on abundant 
migration of hummingbirds at Durango in the last two 
weeks of August while Mrs. Crews in the mesa country, 
150 miles to the north, reported there were few. The 
hummingbird is relatively very common in this general 
region. At Durango the hummers are Broad-tailed, 
Rufous and Black-chinned. 
 
Woodpeckers.—Sidney Hyde at Gunnison, in central 
Colorado on the western slope, finally found Downy 
Woodpeckers in the mountains but none in the lower 
country. 
 
Western Bluebirds.—Kashin had 10 Western Bluebirds at 
Green Lake near Red Canyon on the Green River 
north of Vernal in the Uinta Mountains of northern 
Utah. This bird ordinarily is not present in northern 
Utah, but the southern and eastern side of the Uintas is 
so little known that status there is hypothetical. 
 
Warblers.—Richard Follett had a Black-throated Gray 
Warbler, Sept. 19, in the Cache Valley of northern 
Utah, where it is not as common as elsewhere. The 
variety of warblers seen in Cheyenne, in southeastern 
Wyoming on the edge of the Wyoming plateau, was 
very good, but Mrs. Hanesworth thought there were 
fewer than usual. On Sept. 19 she had Townsend's 
Warbler in Cheyenne, unusual that far east. Kashin 
reports the peak of the warbler migration was Sept. 24 
at Salt Lake City. He had the heaviest migration of 
Wilson's Warblers he had ever seen. 
 
Meadowlark.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss on the mesa in 
western Colorado had an Eastern Meadowlark, Sept. 
20, the first record for that area. 
 
Dickcissel.—On Oct. 1, in a cemetery at Salt Lake City, 
Kashin had 5 Dickcissel which may be one the first 
records for Utah. 
 
Longspurs.—R. G. McCaskie of Tahoe City, Calif. had 3 
Lapland Longspurs in Lower Klamath Basin just over 
the line in California, on Nov. 27. This is still 
considered part of the Great Basin. There are few 
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records of this species in California.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13th Street, Casper, Wyo.  
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1959 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
latter half of August was moderately rainy, after a dry 
summer. The rain, which continued the first part of 
September, was accompanied by fairly high 
temperatures, which caused lawns and gardens in the 
Puget Sound area to revive. Not until the middle of 
November was there any extreme cold weather and the 
snow which fell at Vancouver, B. C. lay on the ground 
from November 14 to 17. This brief cold period was 
followed by heavy rains. Migration of land birds was 
generally reported by most observers as late. Waves or 
spectacular movements in the Region are not common 
at any time, but Mrs. Zella Schultz reported small 
laves" of Swainson's Thrushes passing through her yard 
north of 

            
Seattle on Sept. 1, 8, and 22. On the evening of Sept. 
21 observers in south Seattle heard thrushes, which 
undoubtedly included the Swainson's flying overhead 
from 7 to 11 P.M.; the sky was overcast, and it was 
raining lightly. Robins continued to use a roost in south 
Seattle, although the area now is being gradually cleared 
for urban development. Bob and Elsie Boggs and their 
two young boys spent the last week in August at 
Willapa Bay in Washington in the new state park, 
Leadbetter Point. This is a vast area which takes in 
several miles of inner harbor and ocean beach. If the 
State Park Commission chooses to leave these acres of 
tide flats on the bay in natural condition, it promises to 
be a good area for observing migrating shorebirds for 
years to come. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters.—Common Loons were seen 
at Blaine, Wash. on Aug. 22 (WHH), and were in usual 

numbers by Oct. 9 (LHK). The Red-throated Loon was 
regularly seen at Point Roberts, Wash. after Oct. 3 
(WHH, AJE), and at Blaine after Sept. 20. Red-necked 
Grebes were numerous the last two weeks of 
September at Victoria. Western Grebe counts were up: 
1,350, Vancouver, B. C., Oct. 26 (RD); 62, Blaine, Sept. 
25 (LHK); 120, Point Roberts, Sept. 26 (AJE). Sooty 
Shearwaters were seen at Depoe Bay, Oreg. from July 
23 until Oct. 18; these were mostly in small numbers 
(EAB). The highest number reported was a flock of 
several thousand in Willapa Bay, Aug. 28; and possibly 
it was the same birds that were seen at Grays Harbor 2 
days later. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Whistling Swans (20) flew over 
Clear Lake, Skagit Co., Wash., Nov. 5 (CHC). Canada 
Geese (4) were seen at Elk Lake, Vancouver Island, 
Aug. 25 (RD); flocks were seen from the Fauntleroy-
Southworth ferry near Seattle on Sept. 29 (JK); at 
Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC), and at Blaine, Oct. 7, 10 
& 11 (LHK). Black Brant were first seen at Grays 
Harbor on Sept. 6 and at Seattle, Nov. 8 (VEC). At 
Victoria 2 or 3 small flocks of White-fronted Geese 
were seen. About 2500 Snow Geese were observed at 
Canoc Pass, near Ladner, B. C. on Nov. 8. Spectacular 
movements of most ducks did not occur. A general 
summary is as follows: Mallard, migration when 
detected appeared to occur in early October; Gadwall, 
scarce in most localities; Pintail, late; Green-winged 
Teal, late; Blue-winged Teal, not reported; Shoveler, 
late; Greater Scaup, a good movement of birds, Oct. 3 
to 5, at Point Roberts; Lesser Scaup, not reported; 
Common Goldeneye, scarce until mid-November; 
Barrow's Goldeneye, for the most part in usual 
numbers (but 14 seen at Departure Bay near Nanaimo, 
Vancouver Island, Oct. 24, by David and Ruth Stirling 
was unusual); Bufflehead, arrived on time; Harlequin 
Duck, a few seen by most observers; White-winged 
Scoter, in usual numbers; Surf Scoter, numerous by 
October. The only Wood Ducks reported were 10 at 
Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. on Sept. 27; they are 
regular residents of this city park. 
 
Hawks.—A very late date for the Turkey Vulture is 
Oct. 7 when 2 were seen at Gaston, Oreg., 25 miles 
southwest of Portland (JB). A Rough-legged Hawk was 
picked up dead at Canoc Pass, Oct. 25 (BH). Golden 
Eagles were north of Omak, Wash. on Sept. 18 
(WMH); at Mt. Vernon, Wash., Nov. 15 (CHC); and 1 
adult and 2 immatures at Victoria the last two weeks of 
October and the first week in November (V.N.H.S.). 
On Oct. 5 Mrs. Kline at Blaine watched one of 3 Bald 
Eagles catch a gull, sit on a rock and eat it until it was 
light enough to carry to a treetop to finish. 
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Cranes.—Six Sandhill Cranes were flying low in a 
southeasterly direction near Comox, Vancouver Island 
on Sept. 8 (DS, RS). 
 
Shorebirds.—Two pairs of Black Oystercatchers nested 
on Mandarte Island near Sidney, B. C. and were still 
there in August (RD); 10 were noted at Victoria, Oct. 
11 (WHH). Semipalmated Plover were seen at Seattle 
from Aug. 15 to 25 (VEC); at Willapa Bay from Aug. 
25 to 29 (BB, EB); at Blaine, Aug. 22 (WHH); and at 
Victoria they were reported as more numerous than 
usual, in flocks of up to 22, from the middle of June to 
the end of September (V.N.H.S.). Two Snowy Plover 
were seen with other shorebirds as they congregated at 
high tide on the tide flats of Stackpole Harbor at 
Willapa 
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Bay, Aug. 25 (BB, EB). The peak of the migration of 
Killdeer at Blaine occurred on Oct. 22 when 40 were 
counted (LHK). Am. Golden Plover records were 
numerous: 1 at Ediz Hook and 2 at Sekiu, Wash., Sept. 
2 (VEC); 5 at Victoria, Sept. 2 to Oct. 3, and one shot 
by a hunter in the middle of October (V.N.H.S.). 
Black-bellied Plover were reported by most observers: 
the peak counts were 30, Canoc Pass, July 18 (WHH); 
32, Willapa Bay, Aug. 28; one seen at Victoria in nuptial 
plumage was earlier than usual. Surfbirds were found 
on Mendarte Island from the middle of August to the 
middle of September (GvT, fide RD) and the highest 
count was 22 at Victoria, Oct. 11 (WHH). Ruddy 
Turnstones (2) were observed at Willapa Bay, Aug. 24; 
and at Blaine, Nov. 7 (WHH). Black Turnstones were 
seen regularly on Mendarte Island in August; the peak 
count was 75 at Victoria, Sept. 12; and the last date 
reported was Nov. 21 at Point Roberts. The Whimbrel 
was noted at Blaine, Aug. 22 (WHH); and at Grays 
Harbor, Aug. 30 (BB, EB). Two Upland Plover were 
observed at Victoria, Sept. 2 (GAP, et al.); this large 
shorebird of the interior is very rare on the coast. The 
earliest date for the Wandering Tattler was Aug. 11 at 
Mendarte Island (RD); they also were observed in small 
numbers at Point Roberts, Aug. 15; Blaine, Aug. 22 
(WHH); Ilwaco, Aug. 26 (BB, EB); Grays Harbor, Sept. 
6 (VEC) ; Victoria, Oct. 11 (WHH); and were last seen 
at Point Roberts, Oct. 18. On Oct. 31 a Willet was 
found at Victoria (GAP, others). There were 11 in a 
flock at Blaine; this was Mrs. Kline's first record. The 
earliest date for Greater Yellowlegs was Aug. 18 at 
Seattle (VEC), and the last birds were seen on Nov. 10 
at Port Townsend (JK). Lesser Yellowlegs were 
migrating through Seattle for a week beginning Aug. 
18; were at Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC), and at 
Weaverling Spit on Fidalgo Bay on Sept. 7 (BB, EB). A 
Knot was seen near Astoria, Oreg. on Sept. 26 (JB); 
this bird is a rare straggler on the ocean coasts of 

Oregon, yet it is usually common at Willapa Bay, where 
they were seen on Aug. 23 & 25. Rock Sandpipers were 
reported only from Victoria where they were up to 
usual numbers (V. N. H. S., WHH). The Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper, a rare migrant on Vancouver Island, 
appeared at Victoria, Sept. 2 to Oct. 16 (V.N.H.S., 
WHH). A very good migration of Pectoral Sandpipers 
took place in September with flocks of 6 and 7, and a 
total for one day of 25 birds, a definite increase in 
numbers over previous years. Baird's Sandpipers were 
seen at two places: 8 at Canoc Pass, Aug. 29 (AJE); one 
at Grays Harbor, Sept. 6 (VEC). The Dunlin made the 
best showing at Blaine: the first arrivals (9) on July 12 
increased steadily to a flock of 10,000± on Nov. 2, 
which was still there at the end of the period (LHK). 
Blaine also had the record number of Western 
Sandpipers: 1,000± on Aug. 22 (AJE). Sanderlings were 
found in greatest numbers on the ocean beaches: 
1,000± at Long Beach, Wash. in late August, and 42 at 
Grays Harbor, Aug. 30. A Red Phalarope was seen and 
photographed on Aug. 25 at Willapa Bay (BB, EB). The 
only report of the Northern Phalarope was from Mrs. 
Schultz; on a ferry trip on Sept. 16 she saw a total of 
about 50 between Edmonds an Townsend at all ferry 
crossings. 
 
Jaegers, Skua.—The Victoria Natural History Society 
reported that Parasitic Jaegers were not abundant as in 
previous years. At Blaine one watched chasing 
Bonaparte's Gulls on Oct. 8 (LHK). Two Long-tailed 
Jaegers (uncommon) were seen at Victoria (V.N.H.S., 
GAP); at the same locality a Skua (rare) was observed 
between Sept. 12 and Oct. 12 (GAP, others). 
 
Gulls, Terns, Alcids.—Herring, California, Ring-billed 
and Mew Gulls were present in good numbers. The 
uncommon Franklin's Gull was noted at Victoria, Aug. 
20 to Aug. 23 (V.N.H.S.), and one was seen on the 
ocean beach at Leadbetter Point, Aug. 27. Heermann’s 
Gulls appeared in Puget Sound in October, and were 
seen on Mendarte Island since mid-July (GvT, fide RD). 
A good movement of Common Terns occurred in the 
Region. Ancient Murrelets were seen at Grays Harbor, 
Sept. 6 and Cape Flattery, Sept. 12 (L. Johannsson, W. 
R. Swanson, fide VEC); at Point Roberts, Oct. 25 (AJE). 
Two pairs of Tufted Puffins nested on Mendarte Island 
and were still present through mid-September (AJE) 
 
Doves, Owls.—At Blaine, Mrs. Kline reported that 
Mourning Doves have increased over the last ten years 
from a very few to large flocks; a flock of 250 was 
eating berries with hunters getting their bag limit. One 
was seen south of Port Townsend on Sept. 16 (ZMS). 
Barn Owls were seen at Clear Lake, Wash. (CHC); and 
the Great Horned Owl was at the University of 
Washington Arboretum, Seattle, Oct. 24 (EH). 
 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

101 
	  

Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—There was a heavy 
migration of Black Swifts at Victoria; one large flock of 
approximately 300 was seen on Aug. 20 (V.N.H.S.). 
The Black Swifts and Vaux's Swifts were last seen at 
Lake Sammamish State Park, Sept. 27. One Anna's 
Hummingbird was in a garden in Victoria the last 2 
weeks in August (V.N.H.S.). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
were found near Bellevue on Oct. 9 and 20 (WMH). 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—A very late and and unusual 
record was of a Hammond's Flycatcher north of 
Seattle, Sept. 15 (ZMS). A Violet-green Swallow, seen 
near Portland on Oct. 17, was very late (HN). The 
Rough-winged Swallow was last seen at Canoc Pass, 
Aug. 29 (WHH), and at Blaine, Aug. 30 (LHK). Six 
Bank Swallows were observed at Canoc Pass on Aug. 
29. Barn Swallows were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 28; 
Bellevue, Sept. 30; and Vancouver B. C., Oct. 3. Purple 
Martins were last reported at Bellevue, Sept. 21 
(WMH). 
 
Jays, Dippers.—The Steller's Jay has appeared to increase 
in numbers over the past few years. This fall marks a 
complete reversal in trends. They were scarce 
everywhere, with Erskine reporting none at all from the 
Vancouver, B. C. area, and Theed Pearse of Comox 
noting the absence of these birds. A Dipper was seen at 
Mowich Lake, Mt. Rainier, Sept, 5 (BB, EB); 1 was at 
Lynn Canyon in North Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 4 (JC); 
and 2 were at Cultus Lake, B. C., Nov. 7 (AJE). 
 
Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes.—The House Wren  
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was last reported at Victoria, Sept. 19. A Rock Wren 
has been seen in Victoria since Oct. 11, and may 
possibly be the first record for Vancouver Island 
WHH). A Mockingbird, seen for several days ending 
Oct. 31 at Vancouver, Wash., was a new locality record 
(MJ). Varied Thrushes were seen at Saltwater State 
Park, Sept. 8 (JK); Seattle, Sept. 21 (VEC); Vancouver, 
B. C., Sept. 23 (AJE); Victoria, Sept. 26 (V.N.H.S.); and 
south Seattle, Sept. 27 (BB, EB). Hermit Thrushes were 
migrating through Vancouver, B. C. the latter part of 
September; and at Victoria, in September and most of 
October. The last reported date for the Swainson's 
Thrush was Oct. 2 at Seattle (VEC). At Victoria a 
strong migration of Western Bluebirds began in mid-
August and continued to the end of the period; flocks 
of up to 40 were seen. Two seen at Blaine on Oct. 2 
were unusual (LHK). 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings.—Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets coming in for the winter were first noted on 
Sept. 20 at Victoria. The first Water Pipits were seen at 
Victoria, Sept. 12. Small flocks were seen at Point 

Roberts in October and November. About 50 pipits 
were seen in a field near Port Gamble Bay, Wash. on 
Oct. 11 (EH); also at Lake Sammamish State Park for a 
week beginning on Sept. 29 (VEC). Northern Shrikes 
were seen at Blaine, Oct. 2, 16 and 30; there appeared 
to be an increase of these shrikes at Clear Lake (CHC). 
The main Vancouver, B. C. roost of Starlings was re-
formed in November. This roost increased to 20,000 as 
compared to 16,000 last year. Another roost used last 
year was abandoned (BH). An increase in numbers is 
evident at Blaine, as a flock of 500± was observed 3 
times in September (LHK). 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—A Hutton's Vireo was seen in Stanley 
Park, Vancouver, B. C. on Sept. 1 (JC). The last date 
for the Solitary, Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos was 
Sept. 29, north of Seattle (ZMS). The vireos that Mrs. 
Schultz saw on Sept. 22 were part of a mixed flock of 
small birds which literally “flowed" through the trees 
for five minutes or so near her home. In this group 
were Orange-crowned Warblers, at least one Yellow 
Warbler, several Black-throated Gray Warblers, and 5 
or more Wilson's Warblers. They disappeared in a 
wooded ravine below her home, behaving very 
nervously all the while. Sept. 18 Mrs. Schultz banded a 
Nashville Warbler, the first record for this locality. 
The latest recorded date for the Yellow Warbler was 
Sept. 27, Blaine (LHK); Myrtle and Audubon's 
Warblers were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 10; and the 
Townsend's Warbler, Sept. 19 (V.N.H.S.). 
 
Tanagers and Grosbeaks.—A pair of Western Tanagers 
was seen in Saltwater State Park, Sept. 23 (JK); and the 
last one was reported from Bellevue, Sept. 27. The last 
Black-headed Grosbeaks (11) were seen at Saltwater 
State Park on Sept. 23. The first Evening Grosbeaks 
returning to the Puget Sound lowlands from the 
mountains were recorded on Sept. 9 in Seattle (VEC). 
In Victoria they were not noticed until November 
when migrating flocks of up to 30 birds were seen 
(V.N.H.S.). 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Pine Siskins were notable for 
their total absence. Red Crossbills were seen at 
Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 27. Savannah Sparrows were in 
good numbers, with the latest date given, Oct. 9, at 
Blaine, where the last Chipping Sparrow was seen, Aug. 
28 (LHK). The White-crowned Sparrow of the race 
gambelii arrived at Blaine, Sept. 8; at Seattle, Sept. 26; 
and at Bellevue, Oct. 1. The earliest date reported for 
Golden-crowned Sparrows was Aug. 15 (early) at 
Victoria (V.N.H.S.); Sept. 16 at Port Townsend (ZMS); 
Sept. 17 at Vancouver, B. C. (AJE); Sept. 18 at Blaine 
(LHK); Sept. 25 at Seattle (VEC); Sept. 30 at Portland 
(CSH); and Oct. 11 at Bellevue (WMH). Golden-
crowns are especially abundant as migrants on the 
western slopes of the Cascade Mountains. This was 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

102 
	  

evident in a report from an area 25 miles northeast of 
Portland where at an altitude of 3,000 ft. this species 
was the most abundant sparrow of the brushy clearings 
(GA). The rare White-throated Sparrow was reported 
from Portland with one bird seen from Sept. 30 to Oct. 
4 (JV). Lincoln's Sparrows were recorded at Vancouver, 
B. C., Oct. 10; at Blaine, Sept. 13; at Victoria in 
September; and at Seattle, Oct. 5. There was an 
increase of Lapland Longspurs with 2, 3 or 4 birds seen 
together at Victoria, where Snow Buntings made a 
good showing with a total count of 1.6 birds. 
 
Contributors: (GA) George Alderson, (EAB) 
Elizabeth A. Baker, (JB) John Bodley, (BB, EB) Bob 
and Elsie Boggs, (VEC) Violet E. Cannon, (JC) John 
Cartwright, (CHC) C. H. Channing, (RD) Rudi Drent, 
(AJE) A. J. Erskine, (WMH) Walter M. Hagenstein, 
(EH) Emily Haig, (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Hesse, 
(CSH) Mrs. Carroll S. Higgins, (BH) Bill Hughes, (MJ) 
Malcolm Johnson, (LHK) Mrs. Lucile H. Kline, (JK) 
Janet Korngold, (HN) Harry Nehls, (TP) Theed Pearse, 
(GAP) G. A. Poynter, (ZMS) Mrs. Zella M. Schultz, 
(DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling, (GvT) Gerry van 
Tets, (V.N.H.S.) Victoria Natural History Society.—
BOB and ELSIE BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave S. W., 
Seattle 66, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1959-60 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—The winter 
season was, in general more prolonged and severe than 
during the two previous years. At Missoula, Mont. 
subzero temperatures were recorded at intervals 
between Nov. 12 and March 3. Spokane, Wash. had 
more snow cover than usual and the temperature 
dropped below zero in mid-January and nearly to zero 
the last of February and early March. A cold, snowy 
first half of March served to prolong the winter in the 
Region. Western Montana was, in general, poor 
birdwise. C. V. Davis at Bozeman, Mont. remarked that 
it had been the most birdless winter in his experience. 
C. J. Henry at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. 
conceded it to be a dull winter. R. L. Hand reported for 
Missoula about 20 species as less common, much 
scarcer or absent, and only 2 as more common, one of 
these being the Starling! More severe weather in those 
areas probably drove some species elsewhere. Hand 
noted that early depletion of Mountain Ash and other 
berries probably accounted for lack of Robins and the 
early breakup of Bohemian Waxwing flocks. Farther 
west, birdlife seemed more plentiful than usual, with 
the possible exception of the immediate Spokane area. 
Hawks and owls and a few other species appeared in 
unusual numbers, and several species that are either 
very rare to the area or unusual that far north in winter 

were noted. It would seemingly be difficult to explain 
the latter phenomenon on the basis of the weather. E. 
D. Beacham reported for the Banff, Alta. Area; Lewis 
Oring, for the area around Moscow and Lewiston, 
Idaho; P. D. Skaar, for the Bozeman area; Carl 
Engebretson, for Libby, Mont.; R. L. Hand, for the 
Missoula area; C. J. Henry, for the National Bison 
Range, Moiese, Mont.; Ann Ward, for Baker, Oreg.; 
Ruth P. Ownbey, for Pullman, Wash., and Spokane 
Bird Club members, for eastern Washington 
Exceptions to the above are noted in the text. 
 
Grebes and Herons.—Two Horned Grebes at Soap Lake, 
Grant Co., Wash. on Dec. 30 may have wintered. A late 
Western Grebe was still on the Oreille River near Ione, 
Wash. on Dec. 1. Pied-billed Grebes were reported 
wintering only in eastern Washington. The same was 
true of the Great Blue Heron, except that a few 
remained at the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. 
during the winter. 
 
Waterfowl.—Total numbers of waterfowl wintering in 
Washington and Oregon were up slightly as compared 
to last winter, although for the entire Pacific flyway the 
grand total was 18 per cent less than last year (Spokane 
Chronicle). The Montana Fish and Game Dept. census 
for the Missoula area showed 191 wintering Canada 
Geese, which is 100 fewer than last year. The same 
census indicated fewer ducks also. Six or 7 Shovelers 
on the Clark Fork River just west of the Montana—
Idaho line on Jan. 17 were Hand’s first winter record 
for either state. Small numbers of Greater Scaup and 
up to 500 Lesser Scaup wintered on the Spokane River 
west of Spokane. Two Buffleheads at Ennis Lake, 
Madison Co., Mont. on Dec. 23 furnished an unusual 
record (PDS & T. B. Holker) as did a female Ruddy 
Duck at Spokane on Jan. 23 (Hall). A few Hooded 
Mergansers were noted near Spokane and at the Bison 
Range. Five at Libby, Mont. on March 23 were 
apparently migrants. Five male Red-breasted 
Mergansers at Alkali Lake, Grant Co., Wash. on 
March 26 were a distinct rarity. 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—Numbers of these birds appeared 
to be at least average throughout the Region and more 
numerous than usual around Moscow, Idaho and 
Baker, Oreg. Red-tailed, Rough-legged and Marsh 
Hawks were particularly common at the former place. 
Goshawks were reported with unusual frequency. As 
many as 3 were seen in a day at Moscow, where they  
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appeared regularly. The species also was reported at 
Springdale, Stevens Co., Wash., and at Missoula and 
Bozeman. Three Gyrfalcon records were obtained in 
eastern Washington. The Montana Fish and Game 
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Dept. reported 17 Bald Eagles wintering in the 
Missoula district, a decided increase over last winter 
(RLH). 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Numbers of Ring-necked Pheasants 
appeared to be very much decreased at Baker, Oreg. 
and a little lower in the Missoula area. Other areas 
reported usual numbers or made no comment. The 
Gray Partridge was reported as becoming scarcer in the 
Moscow, Idaho area and the same was true for 
Missoula. In the latter area crusted snow was believed 
to be the principal adverse factor although Goshawks 
and a Prairie Falcon were believed to have caught 
some. 
 
Coot, Killdeer and Gulls.—Am. Coot were noted 
wintering at Reardan and Spokane, Wash. and a very 
large raft of the birds was noted on Lake Pend Oreille 
near Sandpoint, Idaho, Jan. 17 (RLH). Wintering 
Killdeer were reported from eastern Oregon and 
Washington and from Libby and Bozeman, Mont. 
Gulls in the Spokane area furnished perhaps the most 
remarkable records for the winter. Hall and LaFave had 
excellent views at close range of 2 Iceland Gulls but 
attempts to collect a specimen failed. One immature 
and 2 adult Mew Gulls also were positively identified 
by them along the Spokane River. An adult and an 
immature Glaucous Gull were associating with the 
Iceland Gulls, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. The latter 
species numbered about 80 individuals on Feb. 25. 
LaFave thinks that the series of man-made lakes behind 
the Columbia River dams is responsible for bringing 
more and more rare gulls into eastern Washington. The 
effect upon the Herring Gull has been the most 
marked. A few years ago the species was considered 
quite rare in eastern Washington but now it is a regular 
winter visitor. 
 
Doves and Owls.—More Mourning Doves than usual 
were noted wintering around Spokane, e.g., 18 on the 
Christmas count. At Viola, 9 miles north of Moscow, 
Idaho, 11 of the birds wintered in stream-side willow 
thickets. Lew Oring believed this to be the first record 
of the species wintering away from grain elevators in 
the area. Owls made a good showing during the winter. 
Pygmy Owls were reported from every reporting 
locality except one. A Burrowing Owl near 
Davenport, Wash. on Dec. 30 was the first winter 
record for eastern Washington. A Hawk-Owl was 
collected at Grassy Top Mountain, Pend Oreille Co., 
Wash. on Dec. 1 (LaFave). Too late for the fall report 
was the news of a Boreal Owl that stunned itself 
against a window at Missoula in late October (John 
Craighead, fide RLH). Short-eared Owls, widely 
reported, mostly in early winter, were particularly 
abundant around Moscow, Idaho. Approximately 100 
of the birds were in the area by mid-December but had 

disappeared by Feb. 1, except for a few following 
storms. 
 
Woodpeckers, Larks and Jays.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker 
was seen daily in the University of Idaho arboretum at 
Moscow from Jan. 2 to Feb. 3. One also was seen on 
the campus on Dec. 7 and one was noted at Pullman, 
Wash. on Dec. 21 (LO). Also unusual was a Lewis' 
Woodpecker at Moscow on Dec. 28. Horned Larks 
were rated as very scarce at Baker, Oreg., were 
abundant at the Bison Range, and were noted in 
numbers up to several thousand in Lincoln and Adams 
Counties in Washington. Residential expansion at 
Missoula is gradually crowding the species out in the 
valley there. The Common Raven was reported more 
widely than usually, being noted at nearly every station, 
including the treeless "scabland" area of ventral 
Washington. 
 
Chickadees and Thrushes.—Besides the usual Black-
capped and Mountain Chickadees, the Chestnut-backed 
was noted in some numbers in two localities. A 
maximum of 15 in one day was noted east of Moscow 
and about 50 were seen in Pend Oreille Co., Wash. on 
Feb. 22. The Boreal Chickadee was noted only at Banff 
on the Christmas count. Robins were scarcer at most 
localities than in previous winters. However, small to 
large flocks were at Pullman throughout the winter, and 
after mid-January up to 400 were present in Moscow. 
Winter records for the Varied Thrush were scarce. The 
species was noted rarely at Moscow up to mid-January, 
when numbers increased, and the birds were very 
common there after late February, with perhaps 150 in 
town. 
 
Waxwings and Starlings.—Bohemian Waxwing numbers 
appeared definitely down from previous winters. The 
largest number reported was 600 at Moscow on Dec. 7. 
Cedar Waxwings were exceedingly scarce, with one 
record at Moscow on Dec. 5, one bird at Baker in late 
March and a few remaining to Nov. 23 at Missoula. 
The Starling continued to write a success story, 
however, with increased numbers the rule at most 
localities. 
 
Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlarks 
appeared to be wintering somewhat more commonly 
than usual in eastern Washington but at Missoula the 
snowcover apparently discouraged the species for 
Hand noted only a single bird, Jan. 13, in contrast to 
small wintering flocks of other years. The single bird at 
Libby on the Christmas count was the first for the 
count there. Yellow-headed Blackbirds furnished a 
remarkable record, for the species was noted at Adrian, 
Grant Co., Wash. (10 on Dec. 30 and about 40 on Jan. 
16). This is the first winter record for the state and the 
farthest north wintering record for the United States. A 
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flock of Red-winged Blackbirds at Baker on Dec. 29 
was composed mostly of females. 
 
Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were reported as less 
common to scarce or absent at every reporting locality. 
Cassin's Finch was noted only in the Spokane area, 
until the March influx of migrants. House Finches 
appeared to winter in markedly increased numbers at 
Spokane. Nearly 500 were counted on the Christmas 
count. Pine Grosbeaks were noted only in Pend Oreille 
Co., Wash.; at Libby, Mont. and Bozeman. At the latter 
city, 50 were counted in one flock on Feb. 19 (C. V. 
Davis). A flock of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches was 
found at the Bison Range in early November and the 
species wintered commonly at Lewiston, Idaho. A few 
were seen at Baker on Dec. 1. The Common Redpoll 
was noted as fairly common at  
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Missoula and in moderate numbers at Bozeman, but 
was scarce or absent elsewhere. Wintering Pine Siskins 
likewise appeared to be scarce or absent. The same 
appeared true for the Am. Goldfinch. Red Cross-bills 
were noted as common in eastern Washington and at 
Moscow but went unreported elsewhere. 
 
Sparrows.—A few Rufous-sided Towhees wintered at 
Spokane and one was found on the Moscow Christmas 
count. Most noteworthy was a Vesper Sparrow 
collected at Moscow on Dec. 18. This is the first winter 
record for the state of Idaho. Oregon Juncos were 
common as usual west of the mountains but scarce at 
Missoula, supposedly because of the snow cover there. 
Tree Sparrows at the latter locality seemed to fare 
better, for flocks up to 40 individuals were noted. 
Unusual were the records of White-crowned Sparrows 
in eastern Washington and northern Idaho. They were 
noted at Spokane on Jan. 2 as well as on the Christmas 
count. About 25 were identified in Grant Co., Wash., 
on Jan. 16. At Moscow the maximum number was on 
the Christmas count; the species was not seen there 
after Jan. 1. Singles were noted at Baker, Oreg., in 
December and January. Three Lapland Longspurs 
were noted and 2 of them collected near Sprague, 
Wash. on Jan. 16. This constitutes the first specimen-
authenticated record for eastern Washington. Snow 
Buntings were noted at nearly all stations, mostly in 
small numbers, but a flock estimated at about 1,000 
was found in Lincoln Co., Wash. on Jan. 16. This is 
one of the largest flocks ever reported for the state.—
THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, 
Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1959-60 
 

GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—We had a bear of a winter 
this year with more snow, and much colder weather 
than usual. Toward the last part of February the area 
descended into a deep-freeze and didn't rise above zero 
until almost the end of the first week of March. All 
sorts of records were broken. This type of winter 
proved more ornithologically bare than usual. While 
the Great Basin weather is more modified than that of 
the Central Rocky Mountain area, the pattern held true. 
There the snowfall is less and the temperatures less 
extreme, even in the mountains. However, with more 
snowfall than usual in the mountains the prospects for 
good conditions for waterfowl breeding are much 
increased as all the Great Basin refuges depend on 
melting snow for water. That the winter was cold is 
attested by a freeze-up at Stillwater, starving to death a 
few Great Blue Herons (Kiger). 
 
Waterfowl.—The Trumpeter Swan population at the 
National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole, beside the Grand 
Teton National Park, gradually-tapered off over the 
winter from its all-time high of last fall to 13 birds by 
March 30. This is the usual pattern. Shortly, the 
population will be reduced to a few breeding pairs 
(Ernest Greenwalt). On Nov. 23, 1959, a "goose" was 
shot on the Great Salt Lake, which turned out to be a 
Trumpeter Swan, giving evidence this bird is trying to 
extend its range (Kashin). Only about 3,000 Whistling 
Swans were present at Stillwater in western Nevada in 
January—about half the usual population. This 
concentration dwindled to nothing by the end of the 
period. At Stillwater, owing to poor water conditions 
and freeze-up, all waterfowl were down, except for the 
Canada Geese (Kiger). At Ruby Lakes in eastern 
Nevada, water conditions were better than usual but 
because of the cold weather fewer birds were present 
than is customary. In this area the snowpack in the 
mountains is poor in contrast to the rest of the Region 
(Clair Aldous). Deer Flat Refuge in southwestern Idaho 
had much the same experience as other refuges. This is 
chiefly a Mallard area. The peak was 362,000 Mallards 
on Jan. 8; then came the freeze-up and all the birds left. 
Spring migration started about March 1, but the 
populations were not impressive by the end of the 
month (Gene Crawford). The peak of the duck spring 
migration at Bear River Marshes, on the northern end 
of the Great Salt Lake in Utah, was in the fourth week 
in March. The top concentrations were a little better 
than last year. (The asterisk denotes more birds than 
last year). Peak estimates were: 86,000 Green-winged 
Teal*; 72,000 Pin. tails; 26,000 Redheads*; 20,600 Am. 
Widgeon*; 13,900 Canvasbacks; 10,200 Ruddy Ducks; 
9,600 Mal. lards; 7,000 Lesser Scaup; 3,400 Shovelers; 
3,100 Gadwall and a few hundred Cinnamon Teal, 
goldeneyes, Buffleheads, and Common and Red-
breasted Mergansers (Bolwahnn). At Malheur in eastern 
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Oregon the water situation is improving, with 
prospects for a good breeding season. The spring 
migration began late, because of the cold, and ended 
early. The peak occurred between March 9 and 18. The 
peak of 4,000 Whistling Swan was on March 10, along 
with 125,000 Pintails. March 25 saw the high of 
100,000 Snow Geese. These figures are not unusual. A 
European Widgeon was seen of and on from Dec. 15. 
Two Blue Geese were there on March 14. These two 
species are great rarities (Bruce Marshall). Monte Vista 
Refuge in southern Colorado is still growing physically 
and more land is being placed into use. The waterfowl 
are steadily using it, but there still are not the great 
concentrations of the Great Basin refuges. Now there 
is a scattering of almost all species of ducks (Bryant). A 
Black Duck was taken at Benson in northern  
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Utah at Christmas time (R. F. Follett). This bird has not 
been reported for some years in the Region. In early 
March, 3 Hooded Mergansers were a rarity at Saratoga 
Lake in central southern Wyoming (Mrs. Lambertsen). 
 
Hawks.—In late December, 75 Bald Eagles were 
around Tule and Lower Klamath Lakes of the Klamath 
Basin on the extreme western edge of this Region (R. 
Stallcup). This concentration is not too unusual; these 
birds scavenge the ducks the hunters maim. 
 
Sage Hens.—Ernest Greenwalt, manager of the National 
Elk Refuge at Jackson Hole, reported a flock of almost 
100 Sage Hens, March 17. This is the largest 
concentration seen in years. In general, this species 
seems to be doing much better over most of its range. 
In spite of a brief open season, it is remaining common 
in much of Wyoming. It is hard to say whether this is 
because of a temporary high in the population, owing 
to lack of disease, or whether it is a result of less 
poaching than formerly. L. M. Baylor reported a 
stamping ground with about 80 cocks at Pocatello, 
Idaho; another, of about 70 cocks, was reported in 
southwestern Idaho near Weiser (Carol MacIver). The 
bird is much less common in Idaho. 
 
Owls.—Gleb Kashin has found several Saw-whet Owls 
around Salt Lake City this winter. A Great Gray Owl 
was shot at Logan in northern Utah, March 6 (Lewis 
Oring). This bird has not previously been reported 
from the Region. 
 
Jays.—A much-displaced Blue Jay spent over two 
months in western Idaho at Star (Mrs. Shaw).  
 
Waxwings.—The flight of Bohemian Waxwings was 
poor this year. They were later and in smaller numbers 
than usual, but most reporters saw them in southern 

Idaho, Wyoming, eastern Utah and northern Colorado. 
In central Wyoming they were not seen in numbers 
until Feb. 1. At Salt Lake there was only a flock of 70 
against last year's thousands. The Cedar Waxwing was 
more common. 
 
Thrashers.—A Brown Thrasher wintered at a feeding 
station on Casper Mountain in central Wyoming 
(OKS). Another wintered in Estes Park, Colo. (Mrs. 
Collister). This means the bird is surviving in deep 
snow and extreme cold.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 
437 East 13th Street, Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1959-60 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION— 
Temperature and rainfall were very close to normal 
throughout the period. In mid-January Portland, Oreg., 
suffered its worst snowstorm in four years when 5 to 8 
inches of snow were dumped on most of northwestern 
Oregon. 

    
[New Regional Map] 

 
The only other snow of consequence occurred during 
the first week of March, when 5 to 6 inches blanketed 
the Region. Small birds coming to feeding stations were 
definitely down in numbers, but the snowfall in March 
brought a few birds out of the woods into the towns. 
Observers especially commented on the scarcity of 
Varied Thrushes; this scarcity perhaps seemed even 
more noticeable in comparison with the heavy influx of 
these birds to the lowlands in the winter of 1958-59. 
Bird populations were also down for the Steller's Jay, 
Brown Creeper, Common Bushtit, Evening Grosbeak 
and juncos. 
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Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters.—Common Loons were fairly 
numerous at Blaine, Wash. (LK); Deception Pass, 
Wash. (VEC); Tillamook, Oreg., (JBC, JO); and Point 
Roberts, Wash. (WHH). The Horned Grebe showed a 
slight decrease at Comox, B. C. (TP); a total of 31 at 
Blaine, Jan. 4, dwindled to 12 by March 9. The Eared 
Grebe was observed at Tillamook, Nov. 28 and Feb. 2 
(JBC, JO) and at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. Western Grebes 
were noted in normal numbers but in fewer and larger 
flocks. A Slender-billed Shearwater was observed at 
Victoria, B. C., Jan. 2 (Mr. & Mrs. B. Morgan, GAP); 
this species occurs commonly in late summer and 
autumn off the ocean coast, but is rarely seen on 
inshore waters. 
 
Swans, Geese, Brant.—Whistling Swans were observed at 
Canoc Pass, Jan. 31 (GW, WHH); at Pitt Lake, B. C., 
March 12 (N. Precious); on Sauvie Island, Dec. 12 
(JBC, JO); at Portland, Oreg., Dec. 26; at Nehalem Bay, 
Oreg., Feb. 6 (JBC, NL, JO); at Sixes, Curry Co., Oreg., 
Feb. 26; at Coos Bay, Oreg., Feb. 26; and at Springfield, 
Oreg., March 26 (JBC). [In the winter of 1958-59 they 
were seen at Nehalem Bay, Oreg. (DR)]. While this may 
represent an extension of the Whistling Swan's winter 
range in western Oregon it is more likely that these 
records are the result of more thorough coverage of 
this region. Trumpeter Swans were first noted at 
Comox, Jan. 1, and remained till mid-March. Black 
Brant arrived early: Victoria and Point Roberts, early 
January; Blaine, Jan. 21; Mt. Vernon, Wash., Feb. 7 
(VEC); with numbers building up to normal by March 
when 1500± were seen at Netarts, Oreg., (JBC). Mr. 
Denis Benson of the Canadian Wildlife Service 
estimated the total wintering population of Snow Geese 
in the Vancouver, B. C. area to be approximately 5,000. 
In the vicinity of Sea Island 2,000 were noted on Dec. 
6, and at Point Roberts, 1,000 on March 21. In the 
winter of 1958-59 Snow Geese had built up to 
thousands by the end of March, and were seen most 
often near the mouth of the Fraser River (AJE). 
 
Ducks.—At Comox Mallards were down in numbers. 
Two Gadwalls (uncommon) were seen in North 
Vancouver, B. C. on Feb. 7 (WH). Pintails were more 
numerous at Victoria and were present in large 
numbers in Seattle from the last of January through the 
middle of March (VEC). They were common at Point 
Roberts where 5580 were counted on Jan. 2. Green-
winged Teal were reported as paired off at Vancouver, 
B. C. by Feb. 7 (RFO, fide ZMS), with 39 on salt water 
mud flats at Blaine, March 4. One male European 
Widgeon has wintered at Westmoreland Park, Portland 
for the past two years (GA, JBC, JO, DR, BW); one at 
Point Roberts, March 19, is unusual. American 
Widgeon were in small numbers at Blaine and Comox, 
but there were 13,611 at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, with 
5000 still present on March 3. Wood Ducks declined in 

numbers at Victoria and Vancouver, B. C. A pair of 
Redheads was found at Tillamook Bay, Feb. 6 (JBC, 
JO); and at Victoria, 22 were seen (V.N.H.S.). There 
was a tremendous increase in Ring-necked Ducks at 
Victoria with 400 seen on Elk Lake. Eight were 
observed on Horseshoe Lake, about 10 miles south of 
Bremerton, Wash. on Jan. 1 (BB, EB). About 25 spent 
the winter in Laurelhurst Park in Portland in company 
with a male Tufted Duck, which was photographed by 
several observers (JO, others). Two Canvasbacks (rare 
on salt water) were at Blaine, Jan. 3; the highest count 
was 475 in the Tillamook Bay–Netarts area, Jan. 2 
(JBC, JO). Twenty Canvasbacks were seen at Point 
Roberts, Jan. 31; 20 on Smith Lake, Portland, Feb. 27 
(JO); and 30 at Nehalem Bay, April 1 (GA). Scaups, 
golden-eyes and scoters were down in numbers. 
Wintering Ruddy Ducks (300) were still at Tillamook 
Bay on March 19, where 3 female Hooded Mergansers 
were seen (JCB, JO). Common Mergansers were 
slightly up in numbers with the highest count a report 
of 125 at Sauvie Island, Jan. 16. 
 
Hawks, Eagles.—The only Goshawk reported was one 
at Sauvie Island, Jan. 24 (JO). Attention was drawn to 
the Sharp-shinned Hawk as several visited residences in 
towns, raiding bird-feeding stations and attempting to 
capture small birds in bird-banding traps. The pair of 
Bald Eagles that nests in Stanley  
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Park was repairing its nest on Jan. 30 (RFD, fide ZMS). 
A single Bald Eagle was sighted along Issaquah Creek, 
4 miles south of Issaquah, Wash., Feb. 19 (Edith 
Hughes); 5 wintered at Comox (TP); 1 was seen on 
Sauvie Island in February (JBC, JO); 3 were found in 
North Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 6; 2 wintered at Blaine. 
Golden Eagles were seen only at Victoria. The Marsh 
Hawk and Peregrine Falcon were noted at Point 
Roberts, Jan. 2. Pigeon Hawks (uncommon) were seen 
at Blaine, Jan. 27; and at Point Roberts, Nov. 16 and 
Jan. 24. Sparrow Hawks were considerably scarcer. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—[Blue Grouse were hooting on Mt. 
Seymour, B. C. on March 22, 1959 (Gerry van Tets)]. 
Ruffed Grouse were seen in the Point Gray area, Dec. 
27; at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; at Cultus Lake, Jan. 9; and 
in Stanley Park, Jan. 19 and March 21. Gray Partridges, 
a total of 14, seen at Point Roberts on Jan. 2 were 
noteworthy (WH). 
 
Rails, Shorebirds.—Virginia Rails were heard on Salt 
Spring Island near Victoria, Feb. 7 (V.N.H.S.). Snowy 
Plover were found at Oceanside near Tillamook Bay on 
Nov. 28 and Jan. 2 (JBC, JO). Two Black-bellied Plover 
were seen at Netarts, Oreg., March 19; it is an 
uncommon migrant and winter resident along the 
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Oregon coast (JBC); a flock of 35 wintered at Oak Bay, 
Victoria; 74 were seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. Black 
Turnstones were in numbers at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, 
but had dwindled to only a few by March 3; they were 
seen at Birch Bay, Feb. 10 (LK); and at Blaine, Feb. 24. 
The Whimbrel was seen only at Oak Bay, Victoria, 
where 2 returned for the winter. Two Greater 
Yellowlegs wintered near Ladner, B. C. in the winter of 
1958-59 (AJE). A Lesser Yellowlegs was found on the 
Tacoma "prairies" on March 27 (VEC). The only report 
of wintering Pectoral Sandpipers was that of 12 birds at 
Victoria, March 26 (V.N.H.S.). Least Sandpipers were 
seen on Vashon Island, Jan. 10 (VEC). Thousands of 
Western Sandpipers were found in the Puyallup Valley 
south of Seattle during February (VEC); and 6 were 
noted on Sauvie Island, Feb. 27 (JO). Red Phalaropes 
seen on the Oregon coast in November and January are 
believed to be birds left from the invasion of Nov. 15 
to 20," when large numbers were brought in from the 
sea by high winds from as far as the Little Nestucca 
River to Willapa Bay" (GA). In Victoria a similar 
occurrence brought the birds in quite close to shore, 
where they were observed by several people from Nov. 
22 until the second week in December.  
 
Gulls, Puffins.—Glaucous Gulls were recorded from 
Sauvie Island on Feb. 13; from Portland, Feb. 20 and 
March 12; and from Vancouver, B. C., March 12 (RFO, 
fide ZMS). A Ring-billed Gull was seen at Point 
Roberts, Feb. 21. Other species were in normal 
abundance except Western Gulls, which were not 
reported, and Bonaparte's Gulls, which were scarce. An 
adult Black-legged Kittiwake was found at Cannon 
Reich, Oreg., Feb. 6, during a southeasterly storm; the 
bird was in company with a large mixed flock of more 
common gulls ( JBC, NL, JO); it is an irregular but not 
rare winter visitor to the Oregon Coast. [Three Horned 
Puffins were picked up dead on the ocean at 10 miles 
north of Newport, Oreg. on Feb. 19, 1959 by Don J. 
Campbell.) 
 
Doves, Owls.—At least one Mourning Dove wintered at 
Victoria and one was seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. A 
Barn Owl was present on Sauvie Island until found 
dead on Feb. 20 (JBC, JO). [A Great Gray Owl was 
carefully identified at Rogue River, near Medford, 
Oreg., Jan. 26, 1959 (TM, Marcia Thayer)]. There was 
an apparent increase in Short-eared Owls. 
 
Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Larks.—[An Anna's 
Hummingbird was observed from Dec. 31, 1958 to the 
end of March, 1959 at Ashland, Oreg. (TM)]. Two 
Rufous Hummingbirds were feeding among jasmine 
flowers in a garden in Seattle through January to Feb. 
15 (Mrs. J. I. Colwell, fide VEC); one or more were seen 
in Portland in December (B. A. Thaxter, John Veatch); 
one was seen at Ten Mile Point, B. C. (V.N.H.S.). A 

Yellow-shafted Flicker was banded on Jan. 2 in Seattle 
and was still present on March 10 (ZMS); three were 
recorded at Blaine on March 5 (LK). There was a great 
increase of hybrid flickers at Victoria and Point 
Roberts. Horned Larks were in smaller numbers at 
Victoria. 
 
Magpies.—[Eleven Black-billed Magpies wintered in 
south Seattle in 1958-59 (BB, EB)]. Two were seen at 
Point Roberts on Jan. 31 and Feb. 21 (WHH). 
 
Chickadees, Dippers, Wrens.—The Black-capped was one 
of the few passerine birds that showed an increase: 187 
at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; high count of 7 on Jan. 24 at a 
bird feeder in south Seattle (BB, EB). Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were common in evergreen woods. A 
Dipper was seen at Cultus Lake on Jan. 9. Winter and 
Bewick's Wrens were numerous. A careful study in 
checking suitable habitat of Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
showed the surprising total of at least 12 birds 
wintering at Victoria (GAP); 3 were found at Sea 
Island, near Vancouver, B. C. in March. 
 
Thrushes, Pipits, Waxwings.—Robins wintered in the 
thousands. A Hermit Thrush was found at Netarts, 
March 19 (JBC, JO). Western Bluebirds wintered on 
the Tacoma "prairies" (VEC) and in Victoria 
(V.N.H.S.). A Townsend's Solitaire was in Seattle from 
Feb. 4 to 18 (VEC); at Blaine, March 1 (LK); and one 
wintered in Victoria. Six Water Pipits at Point Roberts, 
Jan. 2, were unusual. The wintering of Cedar Waxwings 
was noteworthy. It was the first winter in Blaine in 
which they were seen consistently through February 
and March (LK). Other observers all noted their 
relative abundance throughout the period. Bohemian 
Waxwings were seen in January at Comox (J. Hames, 
fide TP). 
 
Crested Myna.—This introduced bird is a year-round 
resident at Vancouver, B. C. A notable record was the 
sighting of 16 at Point Roberts, Jan. 2. 
 
Warblers.—[An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen at 
Medford, Jan. 12, 1959 (Ralph Browning). Two Myrtle 
Warblers were regularly visiting bird feeders in Portland 
between January and the end of March, 1959 (Carroll 
Higgins, GA)]. Myrtle Warblers have wintered again in 
Portland and were on Sauvie Island in numbers of 5 to 
15 (GA, JBC, JO). A Townsend's Warbler wintered at 
Victoria, and one was singing in Stanley Park, 
Vancouver, B. C. on Jan. 1 (WHH). 
 
Cowbirds, Finches.—A Brown-headed Cowbird was  
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reported from Point Roberts on Jan. 2 and March 19 (J. 
Sarles). Purple Finches showed little change in status, 
but were outnumbered by House Finches at Point 
Roberts. An interesting account of the banding of 
House Finches was given by Mrs. Shultz: "Five, of a 
winter flock of 10 in Edmonds, Wash. were captured, 
taken to Montlake Terrace, 5 miles away, banded and 
released. One was retaken in the same trap 7 days later 
at the original capture site, and the others also were 
present." Common Redpolls (rare) were sighted at 
Point Roberts on Jan. 2 (WH). At Comox and Seattle, 
Pine Siskins were seen in small flocks only, although 
there was no shortage of alder seeds. After the first of 
January they were seen in their usual numbers at 
Victoria and Point Roberts. A flock of about 40 Am. 
Goldfinches wintered at Esquimalt Lagoon, near 
Victoria (V.N.H.S.); 42 were seen at Point Roberts, Jan. 
2; and 12 were recorded at Burnaby, B. C., Feb. 12 
(WHH). Wandering flocks of Red Crossbills were 
found in the northern part of the Region. A good cone 
crop may have accounted for this increase; they were 
seen as far south as Tacoma, where they were very 
abundant from the last of January to the end of the 
period. An unusually high count of 188 Rufous-sided 
Towhees at Point Roberts, Jan. 2, would indicate that 
the belief of many observers that they had decreased 
was not justified. The only Savannah Sparrows 
reported were 2 at Point Roberts, March 21, where 
Oregon Juncos were abundant. An immature White-
crowned Sparrow wintered at Edmonds, Wash.; it 
started to sing on March 5 and had assumed most of its 
adult head plumage by March 11 (ZMS). Six Golden-
crowned Sparrows appeared regularly at a feeding 
station in Seattle (VEC). Two rare White-throated 
Sparrows were seen at Sauvie Island, Dec. 12 (JBC); 
and one adult spent several weeks at a feeding station 
in Victoria (V.N.H.S.). The snowfall of early March 
brought Fox Sparrows to feeding stations at Blaine and 
Seattle. A Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Point 
Roberts, Feb. 21 (WHH). Lapland Longspurs (44) were 
seen at Point Roberts on Jan. 2 (John Cartwright). 
Snow Buntings appeared at Tillamook, Nov. 28 (JBC, 
JO); at Point Roberts, Jan. 2; and one wintered at 
Victoria. 
 
Contributors: (GA) George Alderson, (BB, EB) Bob and 
Elsie Boggs, (VEC) Violet E. Cannon, (JBC) John B. 
Crowell, (AJE) A. J. Erskine, (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. 
Hesse, (WH) William Hughes, (LK) Lucille Kline, (NL) 
Norbert Leupold, (TM) Thomas McCamant, (RFO) R. 
F. Oldaker, (JO) Jim Olson, (TP) Theed Pearse, (GAP) 
G. A. Poynter, (DR) Doug Rogers, (ZMS) Zella M. 
Schultz, (GW) Gwen Wright, (V.N.H.S.) Victoria 
Natural History Society.—BOB and ELSIE BOGGS, 
10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash. 
 
 

Spring Migration, 1960 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN — 
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—The spring 
season, particularly May, was cool and retarded 
throughout the Region. This fact apparently did not 
affect the overall migration picture, as most species 
appeared about on schedule. However, it seems likely 
that some arrivals, e.g., Tree Swallows in western 
Montana and the White-crowned Sparrow movement, 
were encouraged by warmer weather. Adverse weather 
may have accounted for some large concentrations (see 
Vesper Sparrows). A rather large number of east-west 
displacements was reported, particularly among the 
shorebirds. Whether this latter group really has most of 
the unusual distributions, or whether field work in 
other groups of the intensity carried on by Warren Hall 
and Lynn LaFave in eastern Washington on the 
shorebirds would reveal equally unusual records, should 
furnish a real challenge to observers in the Region. In 
summary the spring migration in the Region appeared 
to be about normal, with species appearing, as usual, 
earlier in the lowlands of eastern Washington and 
Oregon than in the mountains farther east. Credit for 
observations is as described in Audubon Field Notes, Vol. 
14, No. 3, with the following exceptions: Cariboo area 
of British Columbia, David Stirling, and eastern 
Washington, Warren Hall and/or Lynn LaFave. 
Individual exceptions are given in the text. 
 
Pelicans, Cormorants and Herons.—White Pelicans arrived 
at Ennis, Mont. on the early date of April 10 and the 
first Double-crested Cormorants appeared there on 
May 8. By April 9 about 50 Black-crowned Night-
Herons were noted at a rookery near St. Andrews, 
Douglas Co., Wash. and by May 27 thirty-six nests, 
most containing eggs, were located. This species is 
generally considered quite uncommon in Washington. 
 
Waterfowl.—The first Trumpeter Swans appeared at 
Ennis, Mont. on March 6 and by April 12 up to 20 
were noted. About 1,000 Canada Geese and 100 of the 
Lesser were migrating at St. Andrews, Douglas Co., 
Wash. on April 9. Hand missed the usual migrating  
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flocks of Snow Geese at Missoula. He surmised that 
lack of general storm periods accounted for this. Some 
of the larger concentrations of migrant ducks were: two 
hundred Shovelers at Reardan, Wash. on April 17 and a 
like number at Turnbull Refuge on the 30th; 800 
Pintails at Ennis on March 27, their arrival date, and 
200 Ruddy Ducks at Ennis on May 8, also their arrival 
date. The Green-winged Teal was again, next to the 
Mallard, the commonest duck at Missoula, with the 
Am. Widgeon taking third place. A few Red-breasted 
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Mergansers were noted at Frenchtown, 15 miles west 
of Missoula on April 28 and May 7 (Philip Wright). The 
species also was noted (6 males, 3 females) at Alkali 
Lake, Grant Co., Wash., and was migrating at Ennis, 
Mont. between March 27 and April 10, with a peak of 
300 on the latter date. 
 
Vultures, Hawks and Eagles.—One or 2 Turkey Vultures 
were noted at six localities in the Spokane area; the 
species generally is uncommonly reported there. Hawk 
migration seemed much as usual. One second-year and 
2 adult Golden Eagles were observed at Alkali Lake, 
Grant Co., an uncommon record. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Up to 50 Sharp-tailed Grouse were 
seen on their strutting grounds near Deer Park, Wash. 
(Hall & LaFave, Stanley). Chukar Partridges seemed to 
be extending their range at Baker, Oreg. A nest of the 
Gray Partridge found near Spokane on May 25 
contained 18 partridge eggs and 3 Ring-necked 
Pheasant eggs (TR). 
 
Cranes and Shorebirds.—An estimated 200 Sandhill 
Cranes were noted near Sprague, Wash. The species 
also was noted in the Cariboo of British Columbia (first 
on April 13) and in the Bozeman, Mont. area (first on 
May 20 at Hebgen Lake). Several of unusual shorebird 
records were turned up, especially by Hall and LaFave 
in eastern Washington. The Semi-palmated Plover was 
noted at Reardan, Wash. and Frenchtown, Mont. (PW). 
Eight Black-bellied Plovers were seen and 1 collected 
at Reardan on May 14. The species is particularly rare 
in spring in eastern Washington. A Long-billed 
Curlew was identified at Missoula on May 3. This was 
Hand's second record in 23 years. Single Willets were 
noted west of the Continental Divide, at Baker, Oreg., 
May 8, and Missoula, Mont. on May 5. A Pectoral 
Sandpiper at Missoula was Hand's second spring record 
there. A peak of 100 Long-billed Dowitchers was noted 
at Reardan the first week of May, which date also saw 
the peak of shorebird migration in general in eastern 
Washington. Four Dunlins were identified at Reardan, 
Wash. in May. The species is rare in eastern 
Washington, especially in spring. Three Sanderlings 
collected near Frenchtown, Mont. on May 22 
constituted the state's first spring record (Robert 
Hoffman). Likewise one collected at Alkali Lake, Grant 
Co., Wash. on May 27 furnished eastern Washington's 
first spring record (LaFave). Two Black-necked Stilts 
were seen by members of the Spokane Bird Club at 
Reardan and were collected by LaFave, making the 
second-known record for Washington. Unusual 
numbers of Am. Avocets appeared at St. Andrews, 
Douglas Co., Wash. (50 on April 30) and at Ennis, 
Mont. (200 on April 10, an early first date). 
 

Gulls and Terns.—A Franklin's Gull showed up at 
Reardan, Wash. on May 16 (J. Acton & M. Stanley). 
Bonaparte's were recorded as follows: 100 in the 
Cariboo region; up to 10 at Reardan (JA); 1 at 
Missoula and 8 at Harrison Lake in the Bozeman, 
Mont. area. Nine Forster's Terns, very rare in the 
Spokane area, were noted at Reardan on May 20 
(LaFave). The Caspian Tern was seen on two 
occasions at Alkali Lake, 2 on April 30 and 6 on May 
27. 
 
Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts.—Owls were sparsely reported. 
Only three species were mentioned: Horned, 
Burrowing and Short-eared. Hall and LaFave noted 
that the latter species has been very rare in the Spokane 
area in spring during the last few years. They saw only 1 
this spring! An early Common Nighthawk was seen at 
Spokane on May 25 (Hall). Arrival dates for Baker, 
Oreg. and Pullman, Wash. were May 29 and May 30 
respectively. Other localities did not note any until early 
June. White-throated Swifts were very abundant when 
first noted in the Soap Lake–Dry Falls area of Grant 
County, Wash., where about 1,000 were seen. A loose 
flock of at least 20 Vaux's Swifts appeared over 
Missoula on May 19. 
 
Hummingbirds and Flycatchers.—At the National Bison 
Range, Moiese, Mont. C. J. Henry saw more 
hummingbirds during the last week of May than he saw 
all last year. Hand reported the Rufous as unusually 
common at Missoula the last half of May. The first 
Western Kingbird was recorded at the Bison Range on 
May 5, 15 days ahead of the first Eastern Kingbird 
there. The earliest Empidonax was a Traill's Flycatcher at 
Baker on April 26. Western Wood Pewees generally 
appeared around mid-May at Oregon and Washington 
localities but not until the last of the month in western 
Montana, reflecting the tardier spring in the latter area. 
 
Swallows, Wrens, Mimic Thrushes.—Arrival dates for these 
groups point up the earlier return of migrants in the 
intermountain area west of the main range of the 
Rockies compared to the mountainous area of western 
Montana. Violet-green Swallows appeared on March 21 
at Baker, in mid-March at Spokane but not until May 
22 at Bozeman. Tree Swallows appeared at Baker and 
Spokane around the third week of March, at Missoula 
on March 30 (early) and in the Bozeman area on March 
27 (also early). The mild weather of late March and 
early April apparently encouraged earlier arrival at these 
two latter localities. A remarkable concentration of 
2,500 Tree Swallows occurred along the San Jose River 
in the Cariboo between April 13 and 20. The Long-
billed Marsh Wren was common by the first week in 
April in the Spokane area but was not noted until May 
8 in the Bozeman area. Catbirds, however, put in first 
appearances rather uniformly, between May 22 (Baker) 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

110 
	  

and May 30 (Bozeman). The Sage Thrasher was first 
seen on April 21 at Baker but not until May 30 at 
Bozeman. 
 
Pipits and Waxwings.—The Water Pipit migration was 
unreported at most localities. The-only flock of any size 
in eastern Washington was a group of 300 at Reardan 
on May 8. At Missoula, the only other locality reporting 
the species, a considerable flight, with many flocks of 
10 to 30, passed through between 
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 14, Number 4  408 
 
April 12 and May 8. Cedar Waxwings appeared to be 
scarce or absent, except for large flocks that appeared 
at Bozeman in early June. 
 
Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Common Grackles were 
noticeably more numerous this year around Bozeman. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds apparently are on the increase 
in the Spokane area, according to LaFave. The Western 
Tanager movement was spectacular in some localities. 
Hand saw the largest concentration of the species in his 
experience—at least 50 birds in an area of less than 5 
acres. Males outnumbered females about 3 to 1. Many 
large flocks were reported around Bozeman, and 
Stanley believed the species to be more numerous than 
usual at Spokane. 
 
Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks, after almost complete 
absence during the winter, showed up abundantly at 
practically every reporting station, the bulk of them 
during May. Pine Siskins were scarce or absent from 
Missoula west, but LaFave reported them as very 
common at higher elevations in eastern Washington. 
Red Crossbills went unmentioned except in the 
Spokane area, where they were quite common. 
 
Sparrows.—A phenomenal 400-500 Vesper Sparrows at 
Baker, Oreg., on May 4 were apparently grounded by 
the heavy snowfall in the area the night before. The 
Grasshopper Sparrow was noted as quite common at 
the Bison Range. The White-crowned Sparrow 
movement was apparently good at Baker, as Ann Ward 
reported 125 in her back yard on April 20; the species 
arrived "en masse" in the Cariboo on April 30. After 
the main movement—all seen well were Gambel's—at 
Missoula, April 22 to May 11, a few passed through 
from May 25 to June 1, a very late date. One seen 
closely on the 26th was definitely not Gambel's. Two 
Golden-crowned Sparrows were identified at Baker 
on May 8 and Hall observed 1 at Spokane on the same 
date. Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Baker, Spokane (J. 
Acton) and Blue Lake, Grant Co., Wash. No Lapland 
Longspurs appeared at Missoula this spring and the 
species was last noted at Bozeman on Jan. 1. A male 
Chestnut-collared Long-spur was noted west of 

Bozeman on April 24.—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 
10820 Maxwell, Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1960 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—April and May were as 
confusing as usual in this Region this year, since for the 
whole Region they are neither spring, winter, summer, 
nor breeding season but a mixture of all these. In the 
high country of western Colorado the last half of the 
spring migration had not arrived by June 1. The 
weather was wet and cold with late freezes bothering 
the large fruit crops in the valleys (Hyde, Mrs. Carman). 
However, north of Colorado in Wyoming April and 
May were relatively dry and warm so the snowpack in 
the mountains was way down and there has been an 
early run-off. Places such as Malheur in the Great Basin 
in eastern Oregon are a little better off than last year, 
which was one of the driest on record, but still far 
below normal. At Malheur the water comes almost 
solely from the Steens Mountains by the Donner and 
Blitzen River. The snowpack on this ridge is easily 
measured and the amount of water available for the 
refuge is known ahead of time (David Marshall). 
 
Swans.—The Trumpeter Swan extension program is 
working out well. Ruby Lakes in eastern Nevada 
reported 7 nesting pairs, but not all the nests have been 
located. The birds have spread to the next valley west. 
The total population of Trumpeters at Ruby Lakes is 33 
(Clair Aldous). The Malheur colony is growing; 2 nests 
have been found so far and more are expected 
(Marshall). In Jackson Hole on the border of Teton 
Park, western Wyoming, an irrigation ditch out of the 
jurisdiction of the Fish & Wildlife Service has made a 
muddy stream out of the erstwhile beautiful Flat Creek, 
destroying its value for fishing and wildlife. There is 
only one pair of Trumpeters nesting on the Elk Refuge, 
away from the highway. 
 
Geese and Ducks.—Malheur reports that its lower water 
has caused very low production of Canada Geese. 
However, duck breeding is about normal, as it is mostly 
along the Donner and Blitzen River. Incidentally, there 
is an excellent place for the birder who visits Malheur 
to stay, at Frenchglen out in the wilderness on the 
Donner and Blitzen River. The plague of carp at 
Malheur seems over at the moment so sago pondweed 
is returning. Therefore, Malheur's duck population 
should increase during migration—but it would be 
much larger if there were more water (Bruce Marshall). 
At Stillwater Refuge, western Nevada, the water 
situation remains low and duck breeding is down. As 
far as breeding goes, this is principally a Redhead, 
Ruddy, Cinnamon Teal, Gadwall, and Mallard refuge, 
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with a scattering of other ducks and geese (Kiger). Bear 
River Marshes at the northern end of the Great Salt 
Lake report their waterfowl levels are about the same as 
average, although they are short on water. By the end 
of this period molting Pintails were starting to arrive. 
The chief breeding ducks are: Redhead, 8,000; Gadwall, 
6,000. These comprise about 50 per cent of their 
breeding ducks. To date, they have no botulism 
(Marvin Duncan). Monte Vista Refuge in south-central 
Colorado had an early snow melt while frost was still in 
the ground; consequently they have the best water level 
on record for this new refuge. They have a decoy flock 
of Canada Geese to help get the area into Canada 
Goose production, and it is working. 
 
Hawks.—Gleb Kashin and Albert Webb found on 
April 10 at Toole in dry western Utah a (Sennett's) 
White-tailed Hawk. This would be the first record for 
the state. Otherwise, there is nothing notable to report. 
 
Shorebirds.—On April 18 at Stillwater Refuge near 
Reno, western Nevada, with the large numbers of usual 
shorebirds, there were 100 Black-bellied Plover and 
1000 Dunlins (John Kiger). Since the Black-bellied 
Plover is regarded as occasional, and the Dunlin are 
considered rare or accidental in this area, this 
unprecedented concentration seems mysterious. The 
shorebird migration in eastern Wyoming seemed better 
than usual. Two Stilt Sandpipers were seen at Cheyenne 
in southeastern Wyoming on May 1 (Mrs. 
Hanesworth). She had Black-necked Stilt, May 22. The 
Whimbrel used to be considered rare in Wyoming but 
now is seen every spring (OKS). The Long-billed 
Curlew seems to be rather widely scattered over the 
northern part of the Region in suitable areas of slightly 
moist prairie. Concentrations of more than a few are 
not recorded except in big refuges like Malheur. L. M. 
Baylor had 7 on April 30 at Fort Hall along the Snake 
River near Pocatello in southern Idaho. Hyde had a 
Marbled Godwit high on the western slope of 
Colorado near Gunnison, May 7. This is the first record 
for that area. 
 
Gulls.—The Franklin's Gull has established a nesting 
colony of over 100 at Malheur. This species was not 
found in Oregon until a few years ago (Marshall). 
 
Owls.—In the Malheur area there was a great die-off of 
mice and other rodents during the winter. It .vas cold 
and the ground was covered with snow. The Great 
Horned Owl was believed to be caught short as a 
result. They seemed weak and were found frequently 
hunting in daylight. This spring not a single nest of the 
Great Horned Owl has been found, and it is surmised 
the owls were not in a condition to nest although fair 
numbers survived the winter (Marshall). Normally, 
Malheur supports many owls and numbers of nests are 

located. It is not clear why the Great Gray Owl should 
be so common at the upper end of the Klamath Basin. 
Mrs. Strahan has them staked out and can show the 
well-behaved visitor a nest in the spring. Mrs. Gray of 
Fort Klamath showed this editor a nest with young still 
present in the first week of June. There were 7 birds—
the highest count known—at the town dump on the 
last Christmas count (Mrs. Strahan). The bird is 
consistently reported from the Grand Teton–
Yellowstone area, but is found in new spots each 
season. 
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews at Hotchkiss, western 
Colorado mesa country, had her first Black-chinned, 
April 21, an early date, and in spite of severe cold. 
Somehow she has more hummingbirds than anyone 
else in the Region. 
 
Warblers.—Few good waves of migrants can be 
discerned in this area, but Carol MacIver reported a 
wave of Audubon's Warblers, May 7-9, at Rockville, 
extreme eastern Oregon. 
 
Orioles.—A male Baltimore Oriole was collected at the 
Malheur headquarters on June 1 (Marshall). This is 
believed to be the first record for Oregon. 
 
Grosbeaks.—Durango, in southwestern Colorado, had 
fewer Evening Grosbeaks than usual this spring (Oppie 
Reames), but there were more and they stayed almost 
through May in central Wyoming at Casper (OKS). 
Mrs. Lambertsen had a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at 
Rawlins, May 20. The bird is unusual in eastern 
Wyoming but was seen four years ago in Rawlins. 
 
Sparrows.—A White-throated Sparrow appeared at 
Malheur on April 25 (Marshall). This bird is unusual in 
Oregon.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT 437 East 13th St., 
Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1960 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
April weather was close to normal, but a cool and rainy 
May dampened observers' spirits; it was the wettest 
May in over a decade. In the Pacific Northwest it is 
customary for a dry spell accompanied by warm drying 
winds to occur sometime between the beginning of 
April and the last of May. It usually lasts more than two 
weeks and sometimes for as many as six. This spring 
such a dry spell did not materialize. The migration was 
about normal but drawn out; there were many 
exceptionally early dates, and some late ones too. 
Theed Pearse at Comox, B. C. believed that the 
migration of landbirds was the poorest he had ever 
seen there. He thought that the unsettled May weather 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

112 
	  

appeared to check migration and possibly resulted in 
birds starving. All nesting records will be deferred until 
the next report. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—There were 6 Common Loons 
at Blaine, Wash., April 24; last seen, May 8 (LK). Four 
were seen at Tillamook Bay in Oregon on May 2 (JBC, 
JO, ES); and last were reported from Point Roberts, 
Wash. on May 14. Arctic Loons were scarce. Horned 
Grebes were last seen at Point Roberts, May 1; at 
Blaine, May 3; and at Tillamook Bay, May 2; where the 
Eared Grebe also was noted. Western Grebes were last 
seen at Blaine, May 25 and remained in Victoria, and 
Vancouver, B. C. until the end of May. Four Pied-billed 
Grebes were observed at Blaine, April 21, where they 
are not common. Great Blue Herons began to increase 
in numbers at Blaine around May 1 and reached a peak 
of 39 on May 27 (LK). Two heronries were reported 
from Victoria: one of about 50 birds on Saltspring 
Island and a smaller colony in Hatley Park (V.N.H.S.). 
A Green Heron was seen at Coquille, Oreg., May 25, 
and two were noted near Rainier, Oreg., May 30 ( JBC). 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Canada Geese were migrating at  
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Medina, Wash., April 21 (WMH); over Snoqualmie 
Pass and Point Roberts, April 23; and at Seattle, May 1 
(VEC). Charles Guiguet reported that Black Brant were 
numerous at Victoria with the best flight in ten years. 
They were more abundant than usual at Blaine where a 
concentration of 1,100 was observed from April 3 to 7. 
Three White-fronted Geese were found at Point 
Roberts, May 14 (WHH). Departure dates for most sea 
and pond ducks at Victoria were about normal. A 
Gadwall was reported from Spanish Banks at 
Vancouver, B. C., April 30 (WHH). Blue-winged Teal 
were seen in western Oregon: Tillamook Bay, May 2; 
Portland airport, May 28; and St. Helens, May 30 (JBC, 
JO, ES). This species also is considered a scarce spring 
migrant in Victoria, where several were found in April 
along with the equally uncommon Cinnamon Teal. The 
latter species was recorded also at Portland from April 
2 to 30 (GA, DR); at Blaine, April 12 (LK); at 
Tillamook Bay, May 2 (JBC, JO, ES); and at 
Vancouver, B. C., May 22 (GW). 
 
Hawks.—The Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk and 
Sparrow Hawk have decreased in numbers at 
Vancouver, B. C. Two Rough-legged Hawks at Point 
Roberts on April 8 were unusual (JC). 
 
Cranes, Rails, Shorebirds.—A Sandhill Crane appeared at 
Pitt Meadows near Vancouver, B. C., on May 14 (WH, 
GW). A Sora was seen on Sauvie Island, near Portland, 
on April 23 (JO); and one was heard at Burnaby, B. C. 

on April 8. A flock of 42 Black-bellied Plover at Blaine 
on May 22 furnished a new locality record (LK). Two 
Surfbirds were watched near Garibaldi on Tillamook 
Bay, May 2 (JBC, JO, ES). Some 18 Ruddy Turnstones 
were seen by several observers at Clover Point, Victoria 
during the period (V.N.H.S.). At Blaine Black 
Turnstones were last seen, May 14; Whimbrel, 17; and 
Greater Yellowlegs, May 10 (LK). A Solitary 
Sandpiper was watched closely feeding and in flight at 
Victoria, April 24 (RS, DW). The Least Sandpiper was 
seen on Sauvies Island, April 23, where 46 Dunlins 
were counted (JO, MP). Dunlins (500±) were last seen 
at Blaine, April 30. A new locality record was that of 82 
Marbled Godwits at Blaine, May 6 (LK). A Black-
necked Stilt was carefully studied at Portland on May 
1, 1959 (DR); this may be a first record for Oregon 
west of the Cascade Mountains. 
 
Gulls, Kittiwakes, Terns.—A Glaucous Gull seen at 
Cannon Beach, Oregon, May 2 ( JBC, JO, ES) and 2 
seen at Comox, B. C. (TP) could certainly be called 
most unusual. Most of the Glaucous-winged Gulls had 
left Blaine for their breeding islands by May 14. Mew 
Gulls were seen at Youngs Bay, Astoria, Oreg. on May 
30 (JBC). The first Bonaparte's Gulls arrived at Blaine, 
April 1, and a flock of 500 at Georgia Strait off 
Nanaimo, Vancouver Island on April 9 (DS). A Black-
legged Kittiwake was seen at Cannon Beach in May 
(JBC, JO, ES). The only Common Terns reported were 
a flock of 59 at Blaine on May 7 (LK). 
 
Pigeons, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—The Band-tailed Pigeon 
was reported as exceptionally abundant. The cool, 
damp May weather apparently kept the flocks from 
dispersing. The result was a number of complaints of 
the birds eating fruit-tree blossoms (LK, TP, V.N.H.S.). 
Black Swifts were first seen at Victoria, May 14; only 
scattered individuals were noted where normally large 
flocks are frequently encountered during the spring 
migration. They were first seen at loco, B. C., May 15; 
and at Medina, May 21 (WMH). Vaux's Swifts began to 
return to the prairies south of Tacoma, Wash., by May 
8 (VEC), and were common at Pitt Meadows by May 
14. Rufous Hummingbirds arrived at Victoria, March 
18; Portland, March 27; Sea Island near Vancouver, B. 
C., April 9; and at Blaine, April 10. 
 
Flycatchers, Larks.—A Western Kingbird was observed 
closely at Victoria, May 13 (DS, RS); and 12 were seen 
at Pitt Meadows, May 14 (GW). A Say's Phoebe was 
seen near Sooke on Vancouver Island (V.N.H.S.). A 
Western Flycatcher was seen on Feb. 27 and 28 in 
Victoria, where the Western Wood Pewee was reported 
as scarce (V.N.H.S.). The first Olive-sided Flycatcher 
was observed at Seattle, May 20 (Doris Jelliffe, fide 
VEC); and at Spanaway, Wash., May 22 (VEC). An 
interesting account came from Victoria on the status of 
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the Skylark there. R. U. Edwards and David Stirling 
made a survey of Skylark habitat on the Saanich 
Peninsula and found that these birds were increasing in 
number as well as extending their range. At the same 
time, housing developments had cut into the Skylark 
habitat around Victoria. The first Horned Larks were 
seen at Seattle, April 14 (BB), at Point Roberts, April 
23, and at Blaine, May 12 (LK). 
 
Swallows, Creepers, Wrens.—Violet-green Swallows 
returned to Portland and Victoria, March 12, and were 
common at Comox by March 20 (TP). Tree Swallows 
at Seattle, Jan. 30 (HS) and at Carlton, Oreg., Feb. 21 
(JO), were early. Rough-winged Swallows reached 
Medina, April 4, and Barn Swallows, April 29 (WMH); 
Cliff Swallows were first seen at Blaine, April 29, and a 
colony of about 66 was nest-building on May 13. The 
Purple Martin, an uncommon but regular breeder at 
Victoria, was first noted there on May 8. An unusual 
concentration of migrating Brown Creepers was 
observed by Mrs. Kline on the Straits of Georgia on 
May 17. Numbering about 50, they were feeding late in 
the evening and were uttering their kinglet-like squeeky 
call notes. House Wrens arrived at Steveston, B. C. on 
April 17; and on the prairies south of Tacoma, May 8. 
 
Catbird.—Uncommon, but regularly seen in the Puget 
Sound Lowlands, the Catbird was found near 
Vancouver, B. C., June 11 (WHH). 
 
Thrushes, Kinglets, Pipits.—Varied Thrushes were at 
Snoqualmie Pass, April 23 (BB, EB). Hermit Thrushes 
passed through Seattle from April 16 to May 4 (BB, 
EB, VEC) and were noted at Pitt Meadows, May 21. 
The Swainson's Thrush was first seen at Blaine, April 
30; at Victoria, May 14; and at Seattle, May 15. Western 
Bluebirds were migrating through Blaine from March 5 
to 9. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet had left Seattle and 
Vancouver, B. C. by May 1. The migration of Water 
Pipits was poor at Victoria, with the last ones reported 
on May 13. Migrating Water Pipits (45) were at 
Vancouver, B. C.  
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were noted on April 30. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—Solitary Vireos had arrived at the 
University of Washington, Seattle, by April 23 and on 
Vashon Island, April 24 (VEC). They were first seen in 
Victoria on March 26, just one day later than the 
earliest date recorded (V.N.H.S.). The Solitary Vireo 
was seen at Vancouver, B. C., April 30; and at 
Enumclaw, Wash. and Blaine, May 8. Warbling Vireos 
arrived a little later than normally at Seattle, and were 
reported as in good or better than usual numbers at 
Victoria. Many warblers arrived early: Orange-crowned, 

March 26; Yellow, April 30; Audubon's, March 15; 
Black-throated Gray, April 7; Townsend's, March 25. 
But these dates did not seem to represent an actual 
early migration; the majority came through about on 
schedule in the first part of May. Hermit and 
MacGillivray's Warblers were abundant on the prairies 
south of Tacoma, May 22 (VEC). Eight Yellowthroats, 
scattered and in full song, were found on Sauvies 
Island, April 9 (JO); three Yellowthroats were counted 
on Sea Island near Vancouver, B. C. the same day. A 
Yellow-breasted Chat, a rare bird in the Region, was 
seen at Pitt Meadows on June 4 (JT). Wilson's Warblers 
appeared at Vancouver, B. C., April 30; at Seattle, May 
1; and at Medina and Blaine, May 14. There was 
evidence of a heavy flight of Wilson's Warblers at 
Marpole, B. C. on May 4; 85 individuals were counted. 
 
Icterids, Cowbirds, Tanagers.—The Yellow-headed 
Blackbird normally occurs only east of the Coast range; 
it was seen at Point Roberts on April 16 and on Sea 
Island on May 6 (JT). A Bullock's Oriole appeared at 
Medina, May 25 and 29 (WMH). The status of the 
Brown-headed Cowbird is that of a rapidly increasing 
species. Western Tanagers arrived at Seattle on May 11 
and were in full force for the next few days (VEC). 
 
Grosbeaks, Finches, Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
returned to their nesting place in Seattle for the third 
year (VEC). They were considered above normal in 
numbers at Victoria where 4 were seen in one day by 
Mr. & Mrs. Davidson. Evening Grosbeaks were scarce. 
The first Am. Goldfinches were seen at Blaine, April 
19, where Savannah Sparrows returned on March 22. 
Mrs. Kline banded 2 (Aleutian) Savannah Sparrows on 
April 30. Vesper Sparrows were present on the prairies 
south of Tacoma on May 8 (VEC). A single bird, far 
north and west of its normal range, was seen at Pitt 
Meadows, May 29 (WH, GW). Chipping Sparrows 
were at Medina, April 9 (WMH); at Burnaby, April 18 
(WHH); and at Blaine, April 21 (LK). White-crowned 
Sparrows of the breeding pugetensis race arrived the first 
of April. Northbound White-crowned Sparrows 
(gambelii) hurried through the Region the first week in 
May. The peak of migrating Golden-crowned Sparrows 
occurred from April 30 to May 18; at Comox they were 
exceptionally scarce (TP). Fox Sparrows were seen on 
March 27 and April 10 at Point Roberts; at Drayton 
Harbour near Vancouver, B. C., April 3; at Marpole, 
April 7; on the Oregon coast, May 2; and at Seattle, 
May 4. Lincoln's Sparrows were observed at Burnaby, 
April 2; at Marpole, April 7; at Blaine, April 23 to 30; 
and at Seattle, May 1 to 4. Thirty-four Lapland 
Longspurs were seen at Point Roberts, March 27. 
 
Contributors.—(GA) George Alderson; (BB, EB) Bob 
and Elsie Boggs; (VEC) Violet E. Cannon; (JC) J. 
Cartwright; (JBC) John B. Crowell; (WMH) Walter M. 
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Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hesse; (WH) 
William Hughes; (LK) Lucile Kline; (JO) Jim Olson; 
(TP) Theed Pearse; (MP) Martha Platt; (DR) Doug 
Rogers; (HS) Mrs. Hall Schumaker; (ES) Ed Stearns; 
(DS, RS) David and Ruth Stirling; (JT) J. Toochin; 
(DW) Dierdre Webb; (GW) Gwen Wright; (V.N.H.S.) 
Victoria Natural History Society.—Bon AND ELSIE 
BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1960 
 
NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN—
INTERMOUNTAIN REGION.—After a cool, wet 
spring, one of the hottest and driest summers on 
record took over in the Region. At Missoula, Mont., 
June was the driest since 1918 and July had 24 days of 
90° or above (a new record), a high of 105° (equaling 
the all-time record) and only one sixth of the normal 
precipitation. At the National Bison Range, Moiese, 
Mont. the situation was similar: temperatures varied 
from 29° to 92° in June and 0.3 in. of rain fell, 
compared to the normal 2.17 in.; only 0.04 in. of 
precipitation fell in July, compared to the normal of 
1.35! Spokane, Wash., recorded only .16 in. 
precipitation in June (1 inch under the normal) and not 
enough fell in July to be measured, while the month 
was the second warmest July in 79 years' observations. 
The first half of August brought rains and cooler 
conditions and approached the normal. Such drought 
conditions might be expected to affect birdlife 
drastically. However, Lynn LaFave commented that 
ducks, coot, blackbirds, rails and other marsh birds 
seemed to have an excellent breeding season at areas 
such as Reardan slough in eastern Washington, where 
water was at levels to afford feed and cover. In other 
areas where ponds were shallower the hot summer 
soon evaporated them and losses of young probably 
were high. The serious forest fires in western Montana 
and northern Idaho and grass fires in eastern 
Washington were the worst in many years and must 
have had dire effects upon wildlife. Unfortunately, no 
observations were made in these areas. Nesting reports 
for landbirds appeared to be about normal in spite of 
the drought. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons and Waterfowl.—The only nesting 
report for the Common Loon was near Banff, Alta., 
where a nest with 1 egg was found. After a period of 
severe gales the nest was found empty (K. Hodges). 
Grebes appeared to be nesting in usual numbers except 
for the Eared, which was a much more common 
breeder than usual at Reardan, Wash. In early June, 28 
nests were found at the slough there (L. LaFave). The 
nesting colony of Black-crowned Night Herons at St. 
Andrews, Douglas Co., Wash. was observed by 
members of the Spokane Bird Club. The Trumpeter 

Swan was observed nesting at Ennis Lake, Madison 
Co., Mont. (P. D. Skaar). According to articles in the 
Spokane Spokesman-Review, duck populations in the state 
are at least as high as last year, when the state enjoyed a 
much better supply than the nation as a whole. LaFave 
reported some duck species as more common in 
eastern Washington than in recent years. These 
included Blue-winged and Green-winged Teal, Shoveler 
and Redhead. The Lesser Scaup, however, seemed to 
be down in numbers in his area. The rare Harlequin 
Duck (1 female) was noted along Sullivan Creek near 
Sullivan Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (Warren Hall 
and LL). 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were noted at 
several localities in northeastern Washington and 
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at St. Maries, Idaho (Jim Acton, LL). Unusual sightings 
were of single Goshawks at two places in Pend Oreille 
County, Wash.; near Dayton, Wash. (LL), and in 
Gallatin County, Mont. (PDS). Three Ferruginous 
Hawks, rare in eastern Washington, were noted on June 
17 near Hooper (WH). Young Golden Eagles, on the 
wing but begging food, were noted at the National 
Bison Range at Moiese, Mont. (C. J. Henry). 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Pairs of White-tailed Ptarmigan 
were noted at three localities in Banff National Park, 
Alta. (C. Hitchon, D. Dekker) and 5 were seen at 
Logan Pass in Glacier National Park (KH). Six 
Chukars, uncommonly reported in eastern Washington, 
were seen near Anatone (LL). Mortality appeared to be 
high among broods of Gray Partridge at Missoula, for 
broods seen contained only 2 to 4 young by August. In 
previous years coveys of 6 to 10 were common by that 
time. Increases of from 10 to 30 per cent in numbers of 
Ring-necked Pheasants in eastern and central 
Washington were estimated by Burton Lauckhart, game 
management chief (Spokesman-Review of Aug. 18). 
 
Cranes, Shorebirds and Terns.—A pair of Sandhill Cranes 
with a. downy chick was observed on June 12 at Ennis 
Lake (PDS). A few individuals of far north-breeding 
shorebirds lingered in eastern Washington during the 
summer, and in July and August were joined by the 
advance guard of the fall migration. The Solitary 
Sandpiper was seen on June 26 at Reardan (JA), 4 
Greater Yellowlegs were near Cusick on June 14 (LL), a 
Baird's Sandpiper was found on June 20 at Reardan 
(LL), and a few Long-billed Dowitchers and 6 
Northern Phalaropes were seen at the same place the 
first week in June (LL, S. O. Stanley). Again a Willet 
wandered into eastern Washington and was collected at 
Reardan (WH & LL). Wilson's Phalaropes seemed to 
be on a decided increase, for up to 10 pairs were noted 
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in areas which in previous years had single pairs (LL). A 
total of a dozen Forster's Terns was noted at three 
localities in eastern Washington, and 2 Caspian Terns 
were identified along the Columbia River near Wallula 
on June 18 (LL). 
 
Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Three Poor-wills 
were seen at Scotsman Lake, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. 
on June 20 and a nest of the Common Nighthawk, with 
2 eggs, was located on July 1 at Reardan (LL). More 
sightings than usual were obtained for Vaux's Swift in 
eastern Washington. Up to 6 individuals were noted at 
various places, mostly in June (LL). The seldom-
observed Black Swift was reported from two localities: 
the Bison Range, during late July and early August 
(CJH), and the Yoho Valley, British Columbia, between 
July 12 and 30, with a maximum of about 20 in the 
latter area (E. D. Beacham, CH, I. Halliday). 
Hummingbirds, particularly the Rufous, appeared to be 
down in numbers in the Spokane, Wash. area although 
LaFave noted the Calliope as common in the hills and 
mountains of the eastern end of the state. 
 
Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—Observations of rare 
woodpeckers were the sighting of the White-headed at 
Long Lake in the Spokane area (SOS); of the Black-
backed Three-toed in Umatilla National Forest, 
Columbia Co., Wash. (2 males), and of the Northern 
Three-toed at Salmo Pass, Pend Oreille Co., Wash. (3 
females) (LL). Three nests of Say's Phoebe studied near 
Norris, Mont. had young ready to fledge on June 26. 
Eggs of the second broods were hatching or just 
hatched on July 24. One nest had been deserted (PDS). 
A nest of the Western Flycatcher was observed in 
Indian Canyon at Spokane. The young left the nest 
about July 25 (JA). Perhaps the most remarkable record 
of the summer was that of two observations, at widely 
separated points, of the Ash-throated Flycatcher, far 
out of the bird's usual range. Hand noted one, his first, 
at Missoula on Aug. 13 and Connie Smedley and Vee 
Nealey carefully identified one at Spokane on Aug. 16. 
These are apparently the first records for these areas. 
 
Larks and Swallows.—Young Horned Larks were not 
noted on the wing until the very late date of June 2 at 
Missoula (R. L. Hand). A pair of Barn Swallows at 
Ellensburg, Wash. picked an unusual site for a nest, 
which was built in the basement of an abandoned 
house, on top of a hanging light socket! The parents 
entered through a broken window. Four large young 
were in the nest on June 30 (Bob & Elsie Boggs). 
 
Chickadees, Nuthatches and Wrens.—Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were again noted in numbers at Salmo Pass, 
Pend Oreille Co., Wash., with a maximum of 25 
counted on June 14 (WH & LL). One way to beat a 
housing shortage was shown by small hole-nesters at 

Kamiak Butte, north of Pullman, Wash. Pigmy 
Nuthatches nested in an old woodpecker hole which 
last year was used by Red-breasted Nuthatches. As 
soon as the Pigmy Nuthatches left, the hole was taken 
over by House Wrens (Ruth P. Ownbey). For the third 
summer the Cañon Wren was noted along the Madison 
River, Bozeman, Mont., area (PDS). 
 
Thrashers and Thrushes.—The little-reported Sage 
Thrasher was noted in June near Davenport and Moses 
Lake, Wash. (SOS). A nest of the Townsend's Solitaire 
was located at Diamond Lake, west of Newport, Wash. 
during the first week of August. It contained one young 
bird perhaps 4 or 5 days old (TR). 
 
Kinglets and Pipits.—Three young Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets out of the nest were being fed by a parent on 
July 12 in Pullman, Wash. (RPO). From above 
timberline in Banff National Park came two records of 
the Water Pipit. However, no nests or young were 
found (DD, CH). 
 
Vireos and Warblers.—A few of the less routine 
observations in these groups follow. Young Solitary 
Vireos were out of the nest on July 8 at Spokane (JA). 
Immature Nashville Warblers were noted along the 
Little Spokane River at Spokane on July 30 (CS & VN). 
A nest of Audubon's Warbler was located in the picnic 
area at Kamiak Butte north of Pullman, Wash. (RPO). 
The Northern Waterthrush appeared fairly common at 
St. Maries, Idaho. Ten different birds were singing 
within a mile along the river there in June (SOS). 
 
Bobolinks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks nested at St. 
Maries, Idaho. About 20 adults and immature birds 
were seen in late July there (LL). Yellow- 
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headed Blackbirds appeared to have nested at Reardan 
slough in unusually high numbers (LL, SOS). Young 
Bullock's Orioles out of the nest were being fed at 
Missoula on July 15 (RLH) and near Yakima on June 
30 (BB & EB). Young Brewer's Blackbirds left the nest 
at Missoula on June 16 (RLH) and at Spokane on June 
2 (SOS). 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Immature Black-headed 
Grosbeaks were seen at Spokane on July 7 (SOS). 
Young Lazuli Buntings out of the nest were being fed 
by parents on July 20 at Missoula (RLH). The Lark 
Sparrow was much more common at the Bison Range 
than during the two preceding summers (CJH). One or 
2 Grasshopper Sparrows were noted near Newman 
Lake, Spokane Co., Wash. The species is becoming 
very rare because suitable habitat is being cultivated 
increasingly (LL). The Sage Sparrow was noted near 
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Moses Lake (JA). A Clay-colored Sparrow, collected 
at Opportunity, just east of Spokane, on June 6 
constituted the first record for Washington (LL). A pair 
of Chipping Sparrows at Pullman abandoned the nest 
after a Brown-headed Cowbird laid an egg in it 
(RPO).—THOMAS ROGERS, E. 10820 Maxwell, 
Spokane 62, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1960 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—This summer was hot and dry for 
almost the entire Region. Only the Rockies just west of 
Denver did not complain of the drought. In most of 
central and northern Wyoming it has been the driest 
summer on record and average temperatures have been 
high. The effect on birdlife has probably been minimal, 
because no great waterfowl breeding area here is 
dependent on current precipitation, and landbirds don't 
fluctuate with rainfall. Out in the Great Basin, where 
precipitation makes so much difference in waterfowl 
production, it was the snowfall last winter that 
produced the water for this summer. The Great Basin 
big breeding areas such as Klamath, Malheur, Bear 
River Marshes, Stillwater, and Ruby Lakes depend on 
the snowfall in the mountains local to these refuges. 
The refuges themselves are in extremely arid country 
and the mountain ranges on which they depend are 
very dry with variable and intermittent winter snows. 
 
Horned Grebes.—Horned Grebes are continuing to 
breed at Malheur in dry eastern Oregon, and the 
numbers are increasing. They were first found breeding 
there in 1958 (Marshall). 
 
White Pelicans.—There were still 12,000 on Malheur 
eating carp on Aug. 12. With winds, pelicans, drought, 
and some poison the carp numbers in that area are 
rapidly diminishing so waterfowl food will have a 
chance to come back if there is any water. At present 
there is almost no water (Marshall). 
 
Trumpeter Swans.—The Trumpeters did not do well in 
this Region this season. Of 20 Trumpeters present only 
2 nests were found at Ruby Lakes in central Nevada 
and only 3 cygnets were present to date (D. A. Pierce, 
for Clair Aldous). On Flat Creek in the National Elk 
Refuge at Jackson in western Wyoming no cygnets 
appeared from 3 nests (Greenwalt). Only 2 nests were 
found at Malheur, but the results are not known yet. 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Two immature flightless Snow Geese 
with a flightless adult were found on July 8 at Malheur 
(Marshall). This remarkable record may be the first 
nesting of the Snow Goose out of the Arctic. The 
young were captured and photographed. At Ruby- 

Lakes in central Nevada the water level is extremely 
low and duck production was about 20 per cent less 
than last year. Their 70 pairs of Canada Geese raised 
only 2.6 birds per pair. Although Malheur Lake has 
almost dried up, the Blitzen River had good water, and 
since the waterfowl breed mostly along the river, 
production was normal. At Bear River Marshes on the 
north end of the Great Salt Lake, in spite of the low 
water level, waterfowl production was good, being 15 
per cent greater than last year. The Gadwall is the most 
common nesting bird with the Redhead next. The 
Redhead has been increasing tremendously. The fall 
build-up began very early at Bear River and there were 
28,000 Redheads by July 11. By Aug. 15 there were 
157,000 Pintails, which is a little low compared with the 
five-year average (Marvin P. Duncan). At Stillwater 
Refuge in western Nevada the water level was low to 
start with and rapidly dried up so that waterfowl 
production was 3,325 compared with 20,691 last year. 
Diving ducks were most affected. The adult birds were 
present but with their habitat drying up they did not 
nest (Kiger). The Klamath Basin reported a total 
increase of 66 per cent in ducks over last year, a very 
poor year. However, production is still 28 per cent 
below the five-year average. Migrant ducks were 
coming into the Klamath Basin in numbers by July 31 
(Bob Abney). 
 
Hawks.—Nothing remarkable to note, except that 
Ernest Greenwalt found "Red-tailed and Swainson's 
Hawks parked their young on barns and poles on the 
east fringes of the National Elk Refuge at Jackson, 
close to the large ground squirrel colony and helped 
curtail the abundant supply of these rodents." 
 
Sandhill Cranes.—In addition to Malheur, Ruby Lakes in 
central Nevada is another large breeding ground of this 
species in the Great Basin. There were 200 Sandhills at 
Ruby Lakes this season (D. A. Pierce). 
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Phalaropes.—Northern Phalaropes are common 
migrants in the Great Basin. Gleb Kashin reported 
thousands of them on the Great Salt Lake, Aug. 11. At 
Stillwater, in western Nevada, about one-third of the 
migrating phalaropes are Northern (Kiger). The rest are 
Wilson's, of course. 
 
Gulls.—The 1957-1958 overflow of Malheur has left a 
Harney Lake which is drying up more slowly than 
Malheur itself. This made conditions on Harney Lake 
ideal for gulls, with small fish more available in the 
diminishing lake. There were 50,000 gulls this season—
a mixture of California and Ring-billed. The California 
Gulls had a successful breeding season, with 1000 nests 
(Marshall). 
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Swifts.—A pair of Black Swifts (presumably breeding 
birds) were noted by Sidney Hyde on July 16 in the 
canyon of the Gunnison, 35 miles below Gunnison on 
the western slope of Colorado. The Black Swift is 
almost certainly a regular breeder in the canyon of the 
Gunnison. 
 
Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews in the mesa country of 
western Colorado at Hotchkiss is having her usual 
summer influx of hummers and feeding about a pint of 
syrup a day. She has Black-chinned, Calliope, Broad-
tailed, and Rufous steadily. In 1954 and again on Aug. 
13th 6 birds that fit the description of male Allen's 
appeared. This should be too far east and north for this 
bird, but western Colorado with its different climate is 
as little known ornithologically as is any part of the 
United States. 
 
Vireos.—Gleb Kashin had singing (Plumbeous) Solitary 
Vireos at Half Moon Lake in the Wind River 
Mountains of western Wyoming in July. 
 
Bobolinks.—The distribution of the Bobolink is 
somewhat spotty in this area. L. M. Baylor found them 
breeding at Fort Hall Indian Reservation in southern 
Idaho near Pocatello on June 12. 
 
Orioles.—C. H. Baer and Harold Holt in the last week 
of May and the first of June identified a Scott's Oriole 
on the south rim of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison. 
This is the first record for the state of Colorado. 
 
Grosbeaks.—There are numerous reports of Blue 
Grosbeaks from Grand Junction in western Colorado. 
Mrs. Gustafson of that area reported 2 breeding pairs 
near her home. A Blue Grosbeak also showed up just 
west of Casper in central Wyoming on July 9 (OKS). -
DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 E. 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1960 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—A 
cold, wet May caused some spring migrants to be late. 
June and July were notable for the lack of rainfall. June 
temperatures were only slightly below normal, but 
marked by dry and sunny days. July was warmer than 
average and just as dry. The lack of rainfall seemed to 
contribute to excellent success with summer nesting 
birds, and late broods were especially abundant. David 
Stirling reported that absence of new cones on the 
Douglas Fir, grand fir and alpine fir this year was in 
direct contrast with last year's good crop, which 
produced a deer mouse explosion this summer, which 
in turn has influenced the owl, siskin and crossbill 
populations. The editors are indebted to the National 

Park Service for the observations made at Olympic 
National Park. 
 
Loons, Shearwaters, Cormorants.—Fewer Common Loons 
spent the summer at Black Creek, Vancouver Island 
(DS); and one was found at the Beaver Pond in E. C. 
Manning Provincial Park on July 26 (kb). The Arctic 
Loon, which is an abundant transient but not known to 
nest in British Columbia, was later than usual; 8 were 
seen at Black Creek, and 40 at Union Bay on June 30 
(RTE, DS). A flock of 100± Sooty Shearwaters was 
observed at Port Angeles, Wash. on July 28 (BM, JM, 
DS, RS). The number of cormorants nesting on 
Mittlenatch Island in the Gulf of Georgia had increased 
to 155 pairs (W. J. Merilees, fide TP). Pelagic 
Cormorants were carrying nesting material on the 
Chain Islands in Oak Bay, near Victoria on May 28 
(DS, RS, DW). 
 
Waterfowl.—Nesting Mallards had decreased in numbers 
at Stanley Park, Vancouver, B. C. (GMM). The 
discovery of a nest with eleven eggs of the Cinnamon 
Teal at Victoria on May 7 is the first known Vancouver 
Island nesting record (AP). A female Wood Duck with 
12 ducklings and one with 9 larger ducklings were 
observed at Orcas Island on May 29 (PC); a brood of 3 
young was at Pitt Meadows, B. C., June 11; and a 
female with 7 young was at Matsqui, B. C. on Aug. 7 
(GMM). A pair of Barrow's Goldeneyes was seen at 
Comox, and one of the pair was observed leaving a 
hole in a snag (TP). A Harlequin Duck was seen on the 
Elwha River near the Altaire Campground in Olympic 
National Park, June 16 (GA). A female Hooded 
Merganser with 14 small young was seen on Orcas 
Island, May 29 (PC). 
 
Hawks.—Five Bald Eagles were seen together at 
Comox in June, but Theed Pearse was doubtful that the 
local pair produced young. A juvenile Marsh Hawk at 
the Comox slough on Aug. 6 was early. A few Marsh 
Hawks are seen every year on Vancouver Island, but 
usually not until late September or October (DS, RS). 
Ospreys were nesting at Point Roberts, April 10 
(WHH). The Sparrow Hawk is a common permanent 
resident of the Region, but definite dates of recent 
breeding activity in Washington are so few that an 
observation of an adult with 2 fledglings at Soleduck 
Park, 4,000 ft., Olympic National Park on Aug. 4 (GA) 
seems worthy of mention. 
 
Grouse, Quail, Cranes, Coots.—A Ruffed Grouse with 3 
downy young was seen at Medina on May 18 (WMH). 
Three broods of Mountain Quail were seen in the 
Munn Road area near Victoria (DS, RS). Other broods 
were seen by Mr. Bolten, who has a farm in this area. 
The Mountain Quail is a local resident of three hilly 
habitats near Victoria. It is little known and has been 
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seldom seen by local naturalists. A Sandhill Crane was 
seen on Sauvie Island on July 9 (JBC, JO). An adult 
Am. Coot with a single chick and one feeding larger 
chicks were seen at Medford on July 13 (RB). 
 
Shorebirds.—A Killdeer chick only a few hours old was 
banded at Blaine on May 18 (LK). Two immature 
Spotted Sandpipers were seen at the Rogue River near 
Modoc Road in Oregon on July 17 (RB). A Baird's 
Sandpiper observed at the melt of a large snowbank at 
6,000 ft. on Mt. Adams on July 24 (JBC) is the 
southernmost individual yet recorded in western 
Washington. Two juveniles were seen at Comox on 
Aug. 8 (TP). 
 
Glaucous-winged Gulls.—Two breeding colonies were 
found in the Gulf Islands, one of 200 on July 9 and the 
other of 562 on July 17. The nesting population on 
Mittlenatch Island was estimated to be around 900 
pairs. Some 300 of the young gulls were banded; this 
was estimated to be roughly half of the chick 
population (Raymond Barnes, W. J. Merilees, fide TP). 
 
Owls.—Two Barn Owls (rare) were seen in Victoria in 
July (AP). A Screech Owl was nesting at Stanley Park 
on May 16 (WHH); and they were abundant at Black 
Creek (Raymond Barnes, DS). There were 2 reports of 
Great Horned Owls at Victoria. 
 
Nighthawks, Swifts.—The first Common Nighthawks 
were seen at Sea Island near Vancouver, B. C., June 3; 
and they arrived at Victoria, June 5 (late). The best 
report was a count of 136 on a ten-mile stretch of 
highway between Black Creek and Comox on July 28. 
Black Swifts were believed to nest somewhere near 
Black Creek, as they were observed nearly 
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every day there during the summer (RYE, DS). Vaux's 
Swifts were seen at dusk at Altaire Campground, 
Olympic National Park, June 16 (GA). 
 
Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—Belted Kingfishers nested on 
California Creek at Blaine; the young left this nest on 
June 16 (LK). Red-shafted Flickers were feeding large 
young in a fire-blackened stub on Table Mountain in 
Kittitas County, Wash. from June 18 to 30. Three nests 
of the Williamson's Sapsucker were located in the 
Ahtanum State Forest, 30 miles west of Yakima, Wash. 
on July 1; each nest contained noisy young (BB, EB). 
(For more details on nesting of Williamson's 
Sapsuckers refer to account of Mountain Chickadee). 
Two immature Downy Woodpeckers were observed at 
Lake Sammamish State Park on July 1 (VEC). 
 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Eastern Kingbird 
(uncommon) was at Black Creek, Aug. 9 (DS). Traill's 
Flycatchers were still carrying food to young at Blaine, 
Aug. 2. A newly constructed nest of the Dusky 
Flycatcher was found on Table Mountain on June 18; 
there were 3 eggs when next checked on June 26. A 
Western Flycatcher's nest with young found by Betsey 
D. Cutler at Crater Lake National Park on July 12 is the 
second nest ever found there; however, the bird is a 
common breeder in the Region. Of 4 nest boxes that 
Violet-green Swallows used at her home at Blaine, Mrs. 
Kline reported that each nesting was successful with 
the young leaving the nests between June 17 and July 7. 
At Seattle, they left the nest by July 4 (VEC). Tree 
Swallows also had a good nesting season. Rough-
winged Swallows were carrying nesting material at 
Blaine, June 1; and an adult with 6 fledglings was seen 
on the ocean beach near Kalaloch, Olympic National 
Park, July 20 (GA). Barn Swallows were sitting on a 
second set of eggs at Issaquah, Wash., Aug. 14 (Edith 
Hughes). A colony of 516 Cliff Swallows was found at 
Pitt Meadows, June 11; one of 360 at Chilliwack, July 1; 
and one of 192 at Surrey, July 10, all in British 
Columbia (J. Sarles). At least 2 colonies were present at 
Lake Crescent, Olympic National Park (GA). 
 
Chickadees, Bushtits.—Black-capped Chickadees were 
picking up suet at a bird feeder and carrying it to their 
young at Seattle, May 18 (VEC). Mountain Chickadees 
were feeding nestlings in a Ponderosa Pine stump at 
Table Mountain from June 17 to June 30. On June 29, 
1959, a small grove of live aspen trees in Ahtanum 
State Forest contained 4 nests of hole-nesting species 
living in very close proximity. Of the 6 tree trunks in 
this 20-foot circle, three contained active nests: A Red-
shafted Flicker and a Tree Swallow, one 8 feet above 
the other in the same tree; a Williamson's Sapsucker; 
and a Mountain Chickadee 18 feet up, the latter two 
only 8 feet apart. A visit to the same grove on July 1 of 
this year revealed a curious exchange of nesting sites: 
the Mountain Chickadee was nesting in the old 
Williamson's Sapsucker's hole only one foot above the 
1959 chickadee nest. Another Mountain Chickadee nest 
was found within a mile of this aspen grove and was 
less than 10 feet from a Williamson's Sapsucker nest 
12½ feet up in a live aspen. Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were feeding 4 fledglings on Orcas Island, 
May 29 (JIC); and nestlings were being fed in a large 
stump at Shelton, Wash. on May 28 and 29 (BB, EB). 
Bushtits began nest building in Seattle on April 26, and 
the young left this nest on June 10 (BB, EB); another 
nest contained young on May 18 (VEC). 
 
Catbird.—One was seen at Pitt Meadows, B. C. on June 
11 and 25 possibly may have been a breeding bird. 
 



Northwest Field Notes, Annotated / 1956-1960 
	  

119 
	  

Thrushes.—The first fledgling Robins were noted at 
Blaine, May 1 (LK). A Robin's nest with 3 eggs was 
found in a Ponderosa Pine on Table Mountain, June 
19. A Varied Thrush was seen carrying food in the 
Ahtanum State Forest on July 3; the nest was not 
located, but an old nest of the species was found in the 
area. Hermit Thrushes were carrying nesting material 
on Table Mountain, June 17. A Western Bluebird's nest 
with 6 eggs was found on Table Mountain, June 17; 
where a Mountain Bluebird was nesting in another snag 
just 90 feet away. 
 
Starlings and Mynas.—The Starling has continued to 
increase. Small numbers were seen every day in June 
and July at Miracle Beach Provincial Park, although 
they were not seen there in 1959 (DS). The flock at 
Comox has doubled in the last year and they 
successfully nested at Blaine. The Crested Myna is 
reported as "locally breeding in good numbers" at 
Vancouver, B. C. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—The Red-eyed Vireo was seen and 
heard several times at Black Creek. The last 20 years 
has seen an increase of this vireo in the Comox-
Campbell River area. A nest of the Warbling Vireo, 
with 2 young ready to fly, was found at Lake Crescent, 
June 29 (GA). A female Yellow Warbler was carrying 
nesting material at Blaine, June 6; a pair was feeding 
fledglings, July 12 (LK). An Audubon's Warbler began 
building a nest in a small pine tree on Table Mountain, 
June 16; the structure was complete, June 19; the nest 
was found empty and deserted, June 30. Two pairs of 
Townsend's Warblers were seen carrying food on Table 
Mountain in June; no nests were located. One Hermit 
Warbler was at Talent, Oreg. on June 26 (RB). Yellow-
breasted Chats were feeding 2 young in a yard at 
Blaine, June 1 (LK); records of this bird nesting in 
western Washington are scarce. 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Cowbirds.—Western 
Meadowlarks were feeding fledglings at Blaine, July 15. 
A pair of Brewer's Blackbirds began nest building at 
Blaine, April 3; the young had hatched by May 8; four 
nestlings were banded, May 25; and the young left the 
nest, June 3. At Seattle Brewer's Blackbirds were nest 
building and egg laying on April 28. Brown-headed 
Cowbirds are increasing in numbers, and were reported 
as being fed by Song Sparrows and Warbling Vireos. 
 
Grosbeaks and Finches.—The Black-headed Grosbeak 
was nesting at Marpole, B. C., May 12 (WHH); and one 
was seen carrying food from a feeder to its young at 
Seattle, July 7 (VEC). Two Lazuli Buntings (rare) 
were reported from Comox (TP). There was a heavy 
influx of Evening Grosbeaks into the Black Creek area 
in early August (DS). A Cassin's Finch was seen 

carrying nesting material on Table Mountain, June 16; 
the birds were very abundant  
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there from June 16 to 30, but no nests were found. The 
first young House Finches appeared at a food station in 
Seattle, June 9 (VEC); at Comox they brought off 
young successfully, and are believed steadily increasing 
in numbers (TP). Pine Siskins were generally erratic in 
distribution and no nestings were reported. American 
Goldfinches were seen daily at a residence in Burnaby, 
B. C. in July (WHH). Some very early nesting records 
for the Red Crossbill were of an unsuccessful attempt 
at Victoria on Feb. 9, and of 2 birds building and one 
sitting on Feb. 16. 
 
Sparrows.—The Rufous-sided Towhee was nest building 
at Seattle, April 7; a second nest was started on May 12 
(BB, EB); young were still being fed in the nest on Aug. 
15 (VEC). At Blaine on May 7 Mrs. Kline found a 
Savannah Sparrow's egg in one of her bird-banding 
traps, but the bird had escaped. On June 13 she banded 
her first young one, and on Aug. 4, 4 fledglings. 
Oregon Juncos had a good nesting season, and brought 
off 2 broods at Seattle. Chipping Sparrows were 
feeding one very small young out of the nest on Table 
Mountain, June 29; the first young were noted at 
Medina, July 3 (WMH). White-crowned Sparrows (of 
the race pugetensis) were carrying food to nestlings at 
Blaine, May 7; and at Seattle, May 16. Two nests of the 
Lincoln's Sparrow located in the Ahtanum State Forest 
in early July contained large, well-feathered young. 
 
Contributors.—(GA) George Alderson; (BB, EB) Bob 
and Elsie Boggs; (RB) Ralph Browning; (VEC) Violet 
E. Cannon; (JIC) Mrs. J. I. Colwell; (JBC) John B. 
Crowell; (RYE) R. Y. Edwards; (WMH) Walter M. 
Hagenstein; (WHH) Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Hesse; (LK) 
Lucile Kline; (GMM) George M. McKay; (BM, JM) 
Barry and Joanna Morgan; (JO) Jim Olson; (TP) Theed 
Pearse; (AP) Allan Poynter; (DS, RS) David and Ruth 
Stirling; (DW) Dierdre Webb.—Boa and ELSIE 
BOGGS, 10434 22nd Ave. S.W., Seattle 66, Wash. 
 
 

End 1960 
 
 


