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Autumn Migration, 1948 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—[First report ever from 
this region] This region, embracing parts of Utah, 
Nevada, Idaho, Oregon, Wyoming, and Colorado, 
is greatly diversified both as to topography and 
biota. Though lying within the arid portion of the 
United States, it contains high mountains, 
separated one from another by dry desert valleys 
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or by tablelands. The flora and fauna ranges from 
Arctic-Alpine to Upper Sonoran, and from truly 
desert elements to the relatively humid elements of 
the Rocky Mountains. Thus, the contrast in the 
factors influencing the biotic communities is 
sufficient to provide the various forms commonly 
found within these limits. In the upper altitudinal 
limits of the region there are seldom more than go 
days between the last spring frost and the first 
killing autumn frost. There are seldom less than 
180 frostless days in the foothills, and 
proportionate numbers in the lower deserts and 
valleys. Considering the region as a whole, there is 
a rather sharp diminution in the precipitation 
during the main growing season. During the 
dormant period from December to April the 
precipitation increases. The altitude ranges from 
approximately 600 ft. above sea level to around 
13,000 ft. for the higher mountain peaks. 
However, the greater portion of the basin lies at an 
elevation of 3600 ft. or more. Much of the region 
is characterized by areas without drainage to the 
sea, by salt deserts, clay hills, sandy wastes, and 
mountain ranges. In this region much emphasis is 
put on vertical migration, for in the space of a very 
few miles a vertical seasonal migration, not unlike 
the long range north-south migrations, can be 
effected. The ascent or descent and the north-
south flights appear to be made according to the 
climatic and other factors as they agree with the 

life requirements. Probably the most notable 
weather factor was the freeze-up which affected 
much of the region by mid-November, when the 
waterfowl were beginning to concentrate on 
potholes, and many species were well in migration. 
There were few weather extremes, and the mean 
temperatures were similar to those for the 
corresponding period of 1947. General conditions 
for the season were favorable, and increases were 
noted for some species. Unusual records included 
white-winged scoter and old-squaw reports from 
the Ogden Bay Refuge and the Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge in northern Utah, and a 
scissor-tailed flycatcher (state record) , and red-
eyed vireos, in Utah. 
 
Loons, grebes, and pelicans.—Five common loons 
were recorded by Victor Jones near Pocatello, 
Idaho, Oct. 1. Eared grebes were noted 
throughout the summer at the Bear River Refuge 
where the peak reached 75 on Oct. 13. Lockerbie, 
Tanner, Taylor and Webb noted their abundance 
at Farmington Bay near Salt Lake City during 
October. Western grebes were abundant, with a 
peak concentration of 900 at the Bear River 
Refuge, near Brigham, Utah, on Sept. 30. Pied-
billed grebes, often present the year round at Bear 
River Refuge, reached a peak of 100 on Aug. 17. 
They were last seen at Deer Flat, near Nampa, 
Idaho, on Nov. 2 (W.A. Rodgers). White pelicans 
were most abundant at B.R.R., where 2800 were 
observed through July and August. They departed 
by Nov. 10. They were also common at the Ruby 
Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Nev., according to 
B. H. Cater. 
 
Cormorants, herons and ibises.—Double-crested 
cormorants, nesting at B.R.R., reached a peak 
population of 500 on Sept. 30. Deer Flat had a 
peak of 400, with 8 observed, Nov. 10 (W.A.R.). 
Five were observed near Pocatello, Idaho, on Nov. 
11 Victor E. Jones. Great blue herons, which often 
remain the year round at B.R.R., reached a peak of 
150 on July 30. W. A. Rodgers noted 14 herons 
still present at Deer Flat Refuge, near Nampa, 
Idaho, on Nov. 30. Snowy (Brewster's) egrets were 
most abundant at B.R.R., where they reached a 
peak of 1800 on July 30 following the nesting 
season, and migrated by Nov. 16. Three snowy 
egrets were seen at Ruby Lake, Nev., Sept. 20 
(B.H.C.). Five birds, resident through the summer, 
left Pocatello, Idaho, Oct. 23 (Jones). Black-
crowned night herons reached a peak of 250, July 
30, at B.B.R., where the number will increase 
during the winter as migrants come in. Ruby Lake, 
Nev., was high with 100 Am. bitterns observed, 
July 15 (B.H.C.). The white-faced glossy ibis 
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reached a peak of 1700 at B.R.R. at the close of the 
nesting season or approximately Aug. 1. The 
Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, was host to 1500 ibis on 
July 25 (Noland Nelson). 
 
Swans.—Whistling swans reached a peak of 7000 at 
Bear River Refuge on Oct. 29. This figure is far 
below that of last year; however, if swans on 
adjacent areas were included the reduction would 
be negligible. The Sheldon Nat'l. Antelope Refuge 
near Cedarville, Calif., reports the observation of 
33 swans on Nov. 22 (John E. Schwartz). This 
species was abundant at Ogden Bay, with 2200 
present on Nov. 8 (Noland Nelson) The Deer Flat 
Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, reported 300 swans with 
the departure date of Nov. 26 (W.A. Rodgers). 
Ten trumpeter swans were penned for breeding 
purposes at Ruby Lake, Nev. (Cater). 
 
Geese.—Canada geese were abundant at Ogden 
Bay, B.R.R., and Ruby Lake, Nev., and Rodgers at 
Deer Flat, Idaho, reported a high of 3,800 from 
mid-November to the end of the period. Canada 
geese (lesser) were common at B.R.R., and Deer 
Flat where 100 were seen Nov. 30. Victor E. Jones 
reported 500 present at Pocatello, Idaho. 
Observations of white-fronted geese were reported 
from B.R.R., and from Deer Flat, Idaho, where 
300 were estimated on Oct. 30 (W.A.R.). Snow 
geese 
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a peak of 7,000 at B.R.R., 4,350 at Ogden Bay 
Refuge, 1,250 at Deer Flat, and 200 at Pocatello.  
 
Dabbling ducks.—The numbers of mallards 
fluctuated in various parts of the region. At Bear 
River Refuge the trend was upward, as it was in 
parts Idaho. Rodgers reported a peak of 520,000 
mallards at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, from Nov. 15 
to the end of the period. Many mallards winter in 
parts of the region. Gadwalls reached their peak on 
Oct. 13 at B.R.R., with an estimated 23,500 
present. Baldpates were present in substantially 
greater numbers at B.R.R., where a peak of 45,000 
was estimated on Oct. 13. Ogden Bay recorded the 
same peak (N.N.). Rodgers reported an estimated 
160,000 baldpates at Deer Flat on Nov. 15. Pintails 
were probably the most common ducks in the 
region. At B.R.R. the peak was over a quarter of a 
million birds, and nearby Ogden Bay reported 
250,000. Deer Flat had a high population, with 
30,000 still present on Nov. 3o. Green-winged teal 
were also very abundant at B.R.R., Deer Flat, and 
Ogden Bay. Schwartz reported that a few teal 
remain at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Nev., all 

winter. One hundred blue-winged teal were still 
present at Deer Flat on Nov. 3o; other places 
reporting blue-winged teal were Pocatello and 
B.R.R. The Cinnamon teal, a common nester at 
B.R.R., reached a peak of 4,000 there on Sept. 1, 
and 2,000 were estimated at Ogden Bay. Sixteen 
were noted at Deer Flat, Nov. 29. The number of 
Shovellers at B.R.R. reached 75,000 on Oct. 29, 
and many remained after Nov. 30. One wood duck 
was reported by Lockerbie at Fish Springs, Utah, 
and another was observed at B.R.R. 
 
Diving ducks.—Redheads were at a peak of 
approximately 18,500 at Bear River Refuge on July 
16. Cater reported 5,000 at Ruby Lake, Nev., on 
Oct. 27, while 300 were still present at Deer Flat, 
Idaho, on Nov. 30. Ring-necked ducks were found 
in hunters' bags near Carson City, Nev., in 1947 
according to E. C. D. Marriage, but none were 
noted there during the 1948 season. B. K. Harris 
reported the bagging of a ring-necked duck on 
Nov. 14, at Farmington Bay near Salt Lake City, 
and another was seen near Pocatello on Nov. 6 
(V.E.J.). Canvas-backs were common throughout 
the region, and B.R.R. reported a peak of 13,500 
on Oct. 29. Cater reported 8,000 at Ruby Lake. 
Canvas-backs usually remain in the region until a 
general freeze-up. The abundance of scaup was 
noted in reports from northwestern Nevada, 
Montana, Deer Flat, and Pocatello, Idaho, and the 
B.R.R. Am. golden-eyes were reported in some 
numbers from B.R.R. (1,000) and Ruby Lake 
(1,000). Buffleheads were still present near 
Pocatello, Nov. 27; they were noted at Ruby Lake, 
Oct. 18, Carson City, Nev., and B.R.R., where a 
few remained until after Nov. 30. Old-squaws are 
comparatively rare in the region; however, 2 were 
bagged by hunters at the B.R.R. and 2 were 
observed at Ogden Bay (N.N.). A pair of white-
winged scoters was observed at Ogden Bay on 
Nov. 7 (Harris) and Nov. 15 (Nelson). Two were 
observed at B.R.R. on Oct. 14 and Nov. 7. Four 
ruddy ducks were bagged near Carson City, Nev. 
(E.C.D.M.); they were common at Decker's Lake, 
Ruby Lake, and Pocatello, during mid-October. 
The B.R.R. had an unusual concentration of 6,300 
ruddies on Oct. 13. Hooded mergansers are not 
common in the area; however. 3 were observed, 
Nov. 1 at Ogden Bay (N.N.), and 2 noted at 
B.R.R., Dec. 2. 
 
Hawks.—Most of the common hawks of the 
region were reported, with bald and golden eagles 
common at B.R.R. and Pocatello, Idaho, during 
late November. 
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Shorebirds, gulls and terns.—Reports were submitted 
on most of the shorebirds of the region. 
Lockerbie, Tanner, and Webb observed 4 Sabine's 
gulls at Decker's Lake near Salt Lake City. Cater 
indicated the black tern as being common at Ruby 
Lake, Nev. One injured golden plover was picked 
up at B.R.R.; black-bellied plover were not present 
in the usual numbers. The peak population of 
avocets, stilts, phalaropes, gulls, and terns at the 
B.R.R. probably exceeded 30,000 birds. 
 
Owls.—Reports on owls were limited to long-
eared, short-eared, horned owls, and one screech 
owl at Salt Lake City (Wilson and Shaffer). 
 
Poor-wills, woodpeckers.—One poor-will was 
observed by Rex Snow near Salt Lake City, Sept. 
12. Woodpeckers were common, with flickers 
holding strong, while Lewis's woodpeckers were 
absent from some of their usual haunts. Clifton 
Greenhalgh observed 2 hairy woodpeckers near 
Grantsville, Utah, on Nov. 6. 
 
Passerine birds.—Lockerbie reported that a (state 
record) scissor-tailed flycatcher was seen at Salt 
Lake City on June 12 by Emerson, Tanner and 
himself. Horned larks were noted in spectacular 
abundance at Poplar, Mont., Grantsville, Utah, and 
the B.R.R. Swallows were present at B.R.R. in their 
usual great numbers; in fact, it was estimated that 
barn swallows alone reached a peak of l0,000 on 
Sept. 15. One Canada jay was noted near Salt Lake 
City (Wilson and Shaffer), and 22 scrub 
(Woodhouse's) jays were seen near Grantsville, 
Utah (C.G.), and Payson, Utah (Pfouts). Two 
Clark's nutcrackers were noted near Grantsville, 
Utah (C.G.). Mountain and black-capped 
chickadees were noted near Salt Lake City and 
Grantsville (C.W., B.S., C.G.). One white-breasted 
(Rocky Mountain) nuthatch was noted on Nov. 16 
at Salt Lake City, and one red-breasted nuthatch 
was reported from Pocatello. Victor Jones 
observed to brown (Rocky Mountain) creepers 
near Pocatello, Idaho, on Oct. 20. Long-billed 
marsh wrens reached an almost infinite number 
during the season, but migrated with the onset of 
severe weather. Sage thrashers were common, but 
not abundant, at B.R.R. during August and 
September, and Taylor reported several at 
Decker's Lake near Salt Lake City. Robins 
remained late and were more numerous this year 
(Pfouts). J. S. 
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Stanford noted a few solitaires during mid-
November at Logan, Utah. Ruby-crowned kinglets 

were seen at Salt Lake City, Nov. 11 (C.W., BS.), 
and Grantsville, Utah, Nov. 6 (C.G.). Am. pipits 
reached 150 at B.R.R. and were common near Salt 
Lake City (C.L.). Twenty cedar waxwings were 
noted near Logan, Utah, on Nov. 20 (Stanford) . 
Starlings became common in much of the area by 
Nov. 30. Lockerbie and Webb reported solitary 
(Cassin's), red-eyed and warbling vireos near Salt 
Lake City. Allen Smith observed the uncommon 
Virginia's warbler at B.R.R. on Oct. 14. Yellow 
warblers were common in Utah until September. 
Audubon's warblers were abundant at B.R.R. until 
late September. Townsend's warblers were noted 
Sept. 12 near Salt Lake City (Gordon Taylor). 
Macgillivray's warblers were common at B.R.R. 
during September and were noted at Salt Lake 
City, Aug. to. A lone lazuli bunting visited the 
B.R.R. on July 30. Chandler Robbins and F. M. 
Packard approached within a few inches of a full-
grown young or female evening grosbeak at Estes 
Park, Colo., on Aug. 18; an adult male nearby was 
more wary. Cassin's finches were noted at Logan, 
Utah (Stanford). Pine siskins were observed near 
Payson, Utah, by Pfouts. Am. (pale) goldfinches 
were common at B.R.R. from mid-September on. 
Spotted towhees occurred near Payson, Utah, and 
one visited B.R.R., Oct. 15. A Harris's sparrow was 
noted south of Salt Lake City by Boyd Shaffer, and 
2 snow buntings stopped at B.R.R. for a few days 
during early November.—JOHN B. VAN DEN 
AKKER, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham 
City, Utah. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1948 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
[The first report ever from this region] The program in 
this region is just getting under way and the 
number of observers is as yet limited. It so 
happens that the  
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Co-operators reporting are concentrated in the 
Seattle area, mainly because they could be solicited 
in person by the region editor. Since this is the first 
report from this region for a long time, the 
inclusion of some past conditions may be 
permissible. The first part of the period was warm 
and sunny; in fact it was the nearest approximation 
to 
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summer weather the Northern Pacific Coast had 
enjoyed, except for brief intervals of hot weather 
during the summer proper. This fair weather was 
brief, however, for about the middle of September 
intermittent rains set in. During the latter part of 
the period, storm after storm swept in from the 
Pacific Ocean, with only short interludes. The 
winds were unusually strong, often of gale 
intensity, and were accompanied by heavy rains, 
contrary to the general weather pattern. 
 
Grebes and pelagic birds.—One western grebe was 
seen on Lopez Pass, San Juan Co., Wash., Aug. 16, 
by Zella McMannama and William Goodge. A 
large, scattered flock of sooty shearwaters, and 3 
fork-tailed petrels, resting on the water, were seen 
off the southern end of San Juan Island on Aug. 9 
by the same observers. A very strong wind was 
blowing through the Straits of Juan de Fuca. Large 
numbers of sooty shearwaters were noted at 
Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., on Sept. 11, 
by Zella McMannama. 
 
Herons.—In the swampy area of Lake Washington, 
adjacent to the campus of the University of 
Washington, Seattle, H. W. Higman reported that 
5 or 6 green herons were present during the 
summer and into August. The regular appearance 

of this species each year removes it from the list of 
"casual strays," in the Seattle area. 
 
Waterfowl.—Mr. Higman reported that the blue-
winged teal was seen regularly during the autumn, 
as it was in the spring. There are definite 
indications that this species is extending its range 
west of the Cascade Mountains. Wood ducks were 
seen regularly in this swamp. The water level had 
been higher than at any time Mr. Higman has been 
observing this area, considerably hampering his 
activities. One greater scaup duck was seen at 
Griffin Bay, San Juan Island on Aug. 2, by 
McMannama and Goodge. Harlequin ducks were 
seen frequently around the San Juan Islands during 
summer and into August. It is listed as an 
uncommon migrant and winter visitor in Puget 
Sound. Green Lake, a sizable body of fresh water 
in a thickly settled, residential district of Seattle, 
always attracts numerous migrating waterfowl after 
the breeding season. Miss McMannama estimated 
the waterfowl population at 2000 this season. 
Two-thirds of them were baldpates, twice as many 
as are generally present. This is in contrast to the 
count in January, when an equal number of ducks 
consisted of 2/3 to 3/4 Shovellers. Possibly, the 
second most numerous duck was the ruddy. 
During November only a few Shovellers were 
present, with two dozen or so greater scaup. A few 
ring-necked ducks were still present. Golden-eyes, 
buffleheads and Shovellers were just beginning to 
come in. Five hooded mergansers were seen on 
Nov. 27. Mallards are resident on the lakes in and 
bordering Seattle. At Green Lake they have mated 
with domestic white ducks from the adjacent 
Woodland Park Zoo. The resultant hybrids show a 
bizarre arrangement of white patches, which 
astounds the stranger. Mallards and the 
omnipresent coots literally invade public beaches 
and the yards of homes fronting on the lakes. 
Violet Cannon has systematically covered the 
marshy places on the southern border of Seattle. 
They consist of low places left by the reclamation, 
years ago, of tide lands at the mouth of the 
Duwamish River. They form small, shallow ponds 
in the rainy season, and are also fed by seepage 
water at flood tide. They are now bordered by 
rushes, willows and other water-loving plants. This 
area, in a section sparsely occupied by heavy 
industry, is favorite stopping place for a number of 
migrant waterfowl and shorebirds. Miss Cannon 
reported that not only ducks, geese and swans, but 
all birds, migrated later, or did not stop at all this 
year. The cold, rainy weather at the usual migration 
dates was blamed. Geese were heard only once, 
and at the last of the period. Whistling swans had 
just paid their annual visit, the last of November, 
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to the lakes east of Seattle. G. Clifford Carl 
reported that a European widgeon was observed in 
Beacon Hill Park bird sanctuary in the city of 
Victoria, British Columbia, on Nov. 20 and 21, in 
the company of baldpates. It was hoped that the 
bird would stay all winter, as one did last year. 
 
Shorebirds.—Miss McMannama and Mr. Goodge 
reported a few semipalmated plovers arrived at 
False Bay, San Juan Island, on Aug. 15. Two 
surfbirds were seen on Bare Island, San Juan Co., 
Wash., on Aug. 12 and 19. About 200 black 
turnstones were on Bare Island on Aug. 19. A few 
least sandpipers were seen on July 9 and Aug. 15. 
The first part of July is early for this species. Large 
numbers of western sandpipers and 3 greater 
yellow-legs were found at False Bay on Aug. 15. 
Greater yellow-legs were also seen on July 6 near 
the town of Friday Harbor, Wash., which is early 
for this species. A number of northern phalaropes 
were seen around San Juan Is. on July 26, which is 
normal for the species. Miss Cannon found that 
dowitchers, red-backed and least sandpipers, and 
both kinds of yellow-legs came through Seattle as 
usual, but that the greater yellow-legs either 
returned, or some migrated later, as one came in 
about the first week in November, after none had 
been seen for a month and a half. Pectoral 
sandpipers came through a month later than usual, 
but in greater numbers. At Westport on Sept. 11, 
Miss McMannama noted several large flocks of 
sanderlings and western sandpipers. The findings 
of the San Juan Islands observers did not entirely 
coincide with the Seattle observer, but there is a 
peculiar situation connected with the San Juans. 
They are protected by the Olympic and Vancouver 
Island mountain ranges. The supposition is that 
many birds on migration come in from the ocean 
to rest, especially if the weather offshore  
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is rough, then fly out to sea again instead of 
following the Puget Sound trough. At other times 
the birds may go straight down the coast of 
Washington, making their first stop on the beaches 
at Grays Harbor. 
 
Gulls.—As for migrant gulls, some stragglers came 
to the San Juan Islands early. California gulls came 
as early as July 9, but were not present in numbers 
until August. Short-billed gulls came in after July 
21. Bonaparte's gulls arrived about the middle of 
July, as did the Heermann's gulls, which were not 
common. Two Sabine's gulls were seen at the 
southern end of San Juan Is. on Aug. 9. This 
species is never common (McMannama and 

Goodge). California gulls were present in quantity 
at Westport on Sept. 11 (McMannama). Their 
numbers were estimated at 1000. At Green Lake, 
Seattle, there were a large number of herring gulls 
during the middle of October. They out-numbered 
glaucous-winged gulls, which are the dominant 
gulls of this area, for a week or two. There was 
more than the usual number of ring-billed gulls 
after the breeding season. Toward the end of the 
period most of the California gulls had left. Some 
400 to 500 Bonaparte's gulls came and went during 
the latter part of the period. None stayed long at a 
time (McMannama). 
 
Murres.—Common murres were numerous around 
San Juan Is. on July 19 (McMannama and 
Goodge). They are considered as generally 
uncommon migrants and winter residents (Oct.-
May) on Puget Sound. 
 
Land birds.—A concentration of dippers was seen 
by William Goodge at the Green River Gorge, 
near Enumclaw, King Co., Wash., on Nov. 11. 
This is at an elevation of about 700 ft., fairly low 
for this species. Miss Cannon reported that no 
migrant sparrows had stopped at her feeding 
station in West Seattle, and that she had similar 
reports from other persons with feeding stations. 
For the past two years golden-crowned sparrows 
had stayed all winter. The summer residents left 
for the south later than usual. The Traill's 
flycatcher was still in the Seattle area on Sept. 30, 
and a large flock of Townsend's warblers came to 
the station the last of November. Of the resident 
birds, the chestnut-backed chickadees seemed to 
be more plentiful, and the Oregon juncos less 
plentiful.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington 
State Museum, Seattle 5, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1948-49 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION—[The first report ever 
from this region]  
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Since this is the first report from this region, a 
synopsis of the habitats present in each state and 
province is given with the belief that it will prove 
helpful to persons not familiar with the region. 
 
Northeastern Oregon: Mostly mountainous with 
narrow valleys, pine-covered hills and small 
streams.  
 
Eastern Washington: Cascade Range, Okanogan 
Highlands and Blue Mountains form large sections 
of this territory. In the center of the area is a wide 
arid region where sagebrush is common, but there 
are a number of marshy lakes which are breeding 
grounds for many birds. 
 
Eastern British Columbia: Mountains and valleys, 
with rivers in the valleys; the mountains are heavily 
timbered. 
 
Western Alberta: High mountains cut by deep 
valleys; heavy timber on the lower slopes of the 
mountains, but barren or glaciated on the upper 
slopes. 
 
Western Montana: All mountains cut by numerous 
valleys in which permanent streams occur. 
 
Northwestern and central Wyoming: Mostly 
mountainous, except in the central part where 
there are wide valleys, and arid regions. 
 
Northern and central Idaho: Northern part 
mountainous with both narrow and wide valleys; 
mountains are often high and heavily timbered. 
Southern part is almost desert, covered with 
sagebrush—hot and dry. Because of the great 
variety of habitats in this entire area it is possible 
to see many more species of birds than in some 
other areas of equal size. Abundant lakes provide 
much nesting area for marsh birds. The Columbia 
River, flowing through the western part of this 

section is one of the main flyways for migratory 
birds in the western states. The climate in general 
is extreme, being fairly cold in winter and hot in 
summer. However, the low valleys of eastern 
Washington and eastern Oregon are rather mild, 
and many birds such as mourning doves, great 
blue herons, robins, and waxwings winter there. 
The winter season in the Palouse area was one of 
the most severe in history. Sub-zero weather 
continued for weeks during December, January 
and February, and heavy snows occurred in all the 
mountains and in the northern parts of the valleys. 
The wintering birds suffered a good deal of 
damage due to lack of food, for in many cases 
hundreds starved to death where snow lay on the 
ground covering the food supply. Ducks and geese 
appear to have wintered rather normally in spite of 
the weather, but the songbirds did not fare so well. 
Thomas D. Burleigh wrote as follows about 
conditions at Moscow, Idaho: "Through the first 
week in January there was no noticeable change, 
but each day thereafter fewer birds were observed, 
and 
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by early February it was possible to spend several 
hours in the field and see nothing but a few 
magpies. A few species, such as the house finch, 
the Am. goldfinch, and the evening grosbeak, 
characteristically nomadic during the winter 
months, probably retreated farther south when 
adverse conditions persisted, and suffered little if 
at all. On the other hand such sedentary species as 
the song sparrow and the Oregon junco, relatively 
numerous in early January and almost non-existent 
a month later, must have perished in large 
numbers. This was equally true of the robin and 
the red-shafted flicker. In the early part of the 
winter there were approximately 200 robins in and 
about Moscow, occurring in small scattered flocks 
and feeding on such fruit as the mountain ash and 
Russian olive. By the middle of January this source 
of food was largely exhausted, and as the ground 
was then covered with 2 feet or more of snow, 
survival where the robin was concerned became 
rather critical. In early February but a very few 
were seen, and as dead birds were either seen or 
reported almost daily there is little question but 
that a large proportion of these wintering robins 
failed to survive. The flickers, fairly numerous in 
early January, apparently suffered the same fate. 
Only 1 or 2 individuals were observed after the 
first of February, and several dead birds picked up 
in late January were found to be extremely 
emaciated. The usual number of migratory birds 
from the northern areas spent the winter in much 
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of this region: Bohemian waxwings, in flocks of 
several hundreds, ranged from southern British 
Columbia south to eastern Oregon. Evening 
grosbeaks and pine grosbeaks occurred in normal 
numbers. Small flocks of starlings migrated 
through southeastern Washington in late 
November and early December. None were seen 
during the coldest part of the winter, and only 
small flocks were noted in March. However, in 
March and April of 1948 flocks numbering over 
1,000 occurred in the Walla Walla Valley of eastern 
Washington. They did not breed in the area, 
fortunately. Still referring to the vicinity of 
Moscow, Idaho, Mr. Burleigh reported: "Mild 
weather the latter part of February and throughout 
March apparently encouraged a northward 
movement of the more hardy transients, and a 
number of birds reappeared that had been absent 
since late fall. Say's phoebe was first seen on Feb. 
24, the horned lark, mountain bluebird, and 
western meadowlark on Feb. 27, killdeer on Feb. 
28, red-wing on Mar. 4, Cassin's finch on Mar. 11, 
spotted towhee on Mar. 16, violet-green swallow 
on Mar. 20, fox sparrow on Mar. 21, and Brewer's 
blackbird on Mar. 25.—ERNEST S. BOOTH, 
Department of Zoology, Walla Walla College, College 
Place, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1948-49 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather was 
indeed a pertinent topic for the season, and in 
much of the region new records of cold and 
general severity were established. The extremely 
adverse winter was reflected in extensive losses of 
wildlife; however, the sufferings were mitigated 
somewhat by the efforts of groups and individuals 
who gave generously of their time and means. 
Much of the loss was concentrated on localized 
areas and on species which by their sedentary 
habits did not escape the onslaught. As would be 
expected, many of the arrival dates were later than 
usual, and some of the peaks did not reach those 
of normal seasons. 
 
Loons, grebes, and herons.—Boyd Shaffer and Calvin 
Wilson observed a western grebe and a pied-billed 
grebe at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Jan. 4. On Dec. 
2, Fred G. Evenden, Jr., noted 1 western grebe in 
Nevada Co., Calif. They became common at the 
Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge toward the last 
of March. In contrast to their common wintering 
habit only occasional great blue (Treganza's) 
herons were noted. 
 

Swans.—R. C. Erickson reported a peak of 6,000 
whistling swans present at the Malheur Refuge 
near Burns, Oreg. on Mar. 25. They were noted 
elsewhere in the region, but it is probably 
significant that they reached only a small percent 
of their usual high population at the Bear River 
Refuge. This is thought to be due to the fact that 
ice covered much of the area during the time of 
migration, and it must be assumed that they passed 
through the area without pausing sufficiently long 
to build up the population. W. A. Rodgers noted 
the presence of 16 whistling swans at the Deer Flat 
Refuge near Nampa, Idaho, on March 16. 
 
Geese.—Common Canada geese were common 
winter residents at Malheur where they reached a 
peak of 30,000 on Mar. 20. They were at the 
Sheldon National Antelope Range, Nev., and at 
Surprise Valley, Calif., at early dates by John E. 
Schwartz. They were common at Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev., by Mar. 2, according to Baine H. 
Cater, and reports from various other spots 
indicate their status as having wintered in much of 
the region. T. O. Clark reported particularly large 
concentrations of geese in the Tule Lake, Calif., 
area. Lesser Canada geese failed to show in their 
usual numbers at B.R.R., but they were reported 
from Malheur, Oreg. (R. C. E.). Seven cackling 
(Canada) geese were reported at Deer Flat, Idaho 
(W.A.R.). White-fronted geese were observed 
south of Salt Lake City on Jan. 3 (B.S., C.W.), and 
at Malheur the number jumped from 2 (yes, 2) 
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on Feb. 22 to 28,000 on Mar. 20 
 
Ducks.—Because of their presence during the 
winter, mallards probably sustained greater losses 
than other ducks; however, the effect on the total 
population would be negligible. A few wintering 
gadwalls were reported from various localities. 
Baldpates wintered in numbers at Malheur, and on 
open springs in Utah. Pintails were abundant at 
Malheur and B.R.R., with a combined total of 
more than 200,000. Green-winged teal were noted 
at Sheldon National Antelope Range, Nev. (J.E.S.), 
and Ruby Valley, Nev. (B.H. Cater), and at the 
B.R.R. where they reached a peak of 175,000 on 
Mar. 31. Blue-winged teal were reported by 
Rodgers as arriving at Deer Flat Refuge on Feb. 8. 
Cinnamon teal were noted at Fallon, Nev., on Mar. 
to (F.G.E.). They arrived after Mar. 19 at Malheur 
and B.R.R. where 2000 were estimated on Mar. 31. 
Shovellers were noted as early as Jan. 5 at Salt Lake 
City (B.S., C.W.), but became common in most 
localities during March. Wood duck records were 
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limited to 1 drake observed on Feb. 22 at Malheur, 
Oreg., by R. C. Erickson. Redheads were present 
through most of the region, but reached their peak 
during March. Eight thousand redheads were 
estimated at B.R.R. on Mar. 31. Bruce K. Harris 
reported 2 ring-necked ducks at Ogden Bay 
Refuge, Utah, early in the season. Reports on 
canvas-backs were few; however, their presence 
was noted during March at Malheur and B.R.R. 
where they reached their peak late in the season. 
Lesser scaup records were more plentiful with 
observations from most of the region. Over 
40,000 were estimated at the B.R.R. on Mar. 31. 
Am. golden-eyes winter in much of the region 
whenever there is accessible open water. Victor E. 
Jones reported a peak of 500 on Dec. 25 at 
Pocatello, Idaho, and a similar estimate was made 
at B.R.R. on Mar. 15. Bruce K. Harris noted 
Barrow's golden-eyes during January and March 
near Logan, Utah. Buffle-heads were reported 
from various localities on dates which roughly 
parallel those for golden-eyes. Ruddy ducks made a 
spectacular showing at B.R.R. where thousands 
were observed on Mar. 31. American and red-
breasted mergansers were observed intermittently 
during the winter at various stations. 
 
Gallinaceous birds.—As stated, many members of 
the non-migrating species suffered considerable 
losses during the severe winter. The present 
remaining breeding stock is generally supposed to 
be adequate to insure populations in depleted 
areas. Cater noted 15 dusky grouse on Feb. 28 at 
8,500 ft. elevation in the Ruby Mts., Nev. 
 
Cranes, rails and coots.—Sandhill cranes continue 
visit Malheur where 100 were noted on Mar. 5 
(R.C.E.). They were seen at Ruby Lake, Nev., on 
Mar. 18 (B.H.C.). Two Virginia rails were caught in 
muskrat traps near Logan, Utah, on Mar. 2 
(B.K.H.). Am. coots reached their usual abundance 
at B.R.R. during March. 
 
Shorebirds and gulls.—Wilson's snipes, often 
wintering, were familiar to many observers. The 
most unusual observation for the period was made 
by C.W. Lockerbie who reported a glaucous gull in 
west central Utah. Two hundred Bonaparte's gulls 
were noted early in Dec. near Pocatello, Idaho (V. 
E. J.), while another 100 were observed at 
Malheur, where Franklin's gulls were also seen. 
 
Owls.—On Mar. 1 Montana horned owls were 
noted nesting at Malheur, Oreg., where Pacific 
horned owls and western burrowing owls were 
also observed (R.C.E.). A Montana horned owl 
was noted at the Tracy Aviary at Salt Lake City on 

Jan. 22 (B.S., C.W.). Long-eared owls and short-
eared owls were common throughout most of the 
winter in the northern part of Utah. 
 
Passerine birds.—Increased number of desert 
horned larks at Salt Lake City were noted by 
Lockerbie, and spectacular concentrations were 
observed at B.R.R. at the beginning of the year. 
Am. magpies and common ravens wintered at 
B.R.R. and Malheur. Long-tailed chickadees and 
mountain chickadees were common near Salt Lake 
City. Mountain (Grinnell's) chickadees were winter 
residents at Malheur where red-breasted 
nuthatches had similar status. An occasional white-
breasted (Rocky Mountain) nuthatch was noted at 
the Tracy Aviary at Salt Lake City where brown 
creepers were also observed. A brown (Rocky 
Mountain) creeper was observed near Provo, Utah, 
on Dec. 26 (Harold Higgins). A dipper was 
observed at Salt Lake City on Jan. 6 by Shaffer and 
Wilson. Mountain bluebirds were reported from 
various localities as were occasional shrikes and 
western meadowlarks were fairly common 
throughout the season. A Townsend's solitaire was 
reported near Logan, Utah, on Feb. 12 by Harris 
who also noted a pipit. Evenden saw additional 
pipits at Humboldt Sink, Nev., on Mar. 8. 
Bohemian waxwings were fairly common but 
reached a peak of goo at Casper, Wyo., according 
to Dr. Oliver K. Scott. Starlings, which are known 
to have fared poorly through the winter, were 
reported in abundance from Malheur to Salt Lake 
City. Blackbirds were common, while unusual 
winter occurrences of yellow-headed blackbirds 
were noted at Salt Lake City and B.R.R. Evening 
grosbeaks were also well distributed with reports 
from most of the region. Pine grosbeaks were 
noted at Mesa Verde Park, Colo.; and near Logan, 
Utah, finches, particularly siskins, were noted by 
Lockerbie as having decreased. Black rosy finches 
as well as brown rosy finches at Mesa Verde Nat'l., 
Park were common by Dec. 10, and were 
numerous to the end of the period (Don Watson). 
Lockerbie reported gray-crowned rosy finches 
being fed at Bauer, Utah. Am. (pale) goldfinches 
were abundant at B.R.R. during December. Two 
spotted (spurred) towhees were reported from 
Malheur (R.C.E.) and Hart Mountain Refuge 
(Elmo Adams). Juncos were also well distributed 
through the region, and through their friendly 
habits were the recipients of much help through 
the winter. Shufeldt's, pink-sided and gray-headed 
juncos were abundant during the period at Mesa  
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Verde Nat'l. Park according to Watson. White-
crowned sparrows were reported from various 
parts of the region, and mountain song sparrows 
were common winter residents. Snow buntings 
were listed as winter residents at Malheur Refuge 
near Burns, Oreg. (Erickson).—JOHN B. VAN 
DEN AKKER, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, 
Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1948-49 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION —
The program is progressing favorably, with a 
number of observers added. Mrs. T. L. Thacker 
reported from Hope, about 90 miles east of 
Vancouver, B. C., where the residents were 
practically snowed in for 2½ months. Mr. Theed 
Pearse reported from Comox, about midway on 
the east coast of Vancouver Island. His report is 
not to be taken as representing the entire 
Vancouver Island, as climatic conditions vary 
widely on this large land mass. Brian McNab and 
Bob Millette reported from Portland and 
Tillamook Bay, Oreg. Additional observers are 
greatly desired, because of the vastness and 
diversity of the North Pacific Coast Region. Since 
the Christmas Bird Count of the Seattle Audubon 
Society was taken on Dec. 19, too early to be 
accepted, those figures are included in part. The 
count was taken on a day of high wind and heavy 
rain, which drove many birds to shelter, and made 
an accurate count of water birds difficult. Nineteen 
districts in the Seattle area were covered by 31 
observers. Winter in this region, in common with 
the entire West, was the most severe in a number 
of years. Snowfall in the mountains reached record 
depths. Although snow in the lowlands totaled 
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only 7-10 inches in most places, it was delivered 
over a longer period of time than usual, from Dec. 
21 to Feb. 20. Below-freezing temperatures 
prevailed most of this time, often reaching 20 
degrees to zero (in the north) at night. The ground 
was frozen to a record depth, and most small 
bodies of fresh water had a thick covering of ice. 
Spring came suddenly, contrary to the general 
pattern. The last of February, and the first of 
March saw above-normal temperatures, and little 
precipitation. 
 
Loons and grebes.—At Comox, loons of all species 
were very scarce, even at the last of the period 
when the herring run was on. Ten Holboell's 12 
horned, 3 eared, 347 western and 39 pied-billed 

grebes, Seattle, Dec. 19 (Seattle Audubon Society). 
Two western, several Holboell's and horned grebes 
were still at Green Lake, Seattle, Mar. 31 
(McMannama). Horned grebes were fairly 
common on Tillamook Bay and adjacent ocean; 
about 40 western grebes on Bay; 1 Holboell's dead 
on beach, Mar. 20 (McNab and Millette). Western 
and horned grebes wintered at Hope (Thacker). 
Western grebes scarce at Comox; a few horned 
grebes spent the winter as usual. 
 
Fulmars, cormorants, herons.—Eleven Pacific fulmars 
dead on ocean beach near Tillamook Bay, Mar. 20 
(McNab and Millette). Seattle Audubon Society 
counted 15 double-crested, 6 Brandt's, 17 Baird's 
cormorants, Dec. 19. Baird's cormorants were very 
common at Oceanside, south of Tillamook Bay, 
Mar. 20 (McNab and Millette). Eleven black-
crowned night herons maintained a roost in 
Portland, Oreg., which is very uncommon 
(McNab). 
 
Swans and geese.—A flock of about 30 whistling 
swans in a pasture near Kent, south of Seattle, 
Dec. 16 (Seattle Times, with photo). During the 
first of February a juvenile swan was reported on 
the Courtenay River, and 7, adults and young, at 
Comox, B. C., Feb. 14. Pearse thought they must 
have been trumpeter swans, which regularly winter 
on the Campbell Lakes, and which may have been 
driven from the lakes by the freeze-up. Many 
Canada geese (ssp.) wintered in vicinity of Hope 
(Thacker). About 500 black brant at Oceanside 
and on Tillamook Bay, Mar. 20 (McNab and 
Millette). A flock of 4,000± was observed at Little 
River, B. C., and 700± at Comox (Pearse). 
Numbers compare favorably with previous years. 
 
Ducks.—The duck population in the Seattle area 
would have suffered extremely if it had not been 
fed liberally by citizens. Shovellers were becoming 
numerous by Jan. 15 (McMannama). The ducks at 
Green Lake and adjacent Puget Sound, Seattle, had 
done no migrating on the whole by the end of the 
period, although there were some courting displays 
(McMannama). Ten ring-necked ducks were 
present on an artificial fresh-water basin on the 
University of Washington campus, Seattle, after 
the ice thawed and almost to the end of March. 
They were very tame, almost accepting bread from 
the hand (Goodge). A harlequin duck inland at 
Oswego, south of Portland, Oreg., Feb. 25-26, is 
worthy of note (A. V. Bailey). This species seemed 
to be absent from the Seattle area. In the vicinity 
of Comox the duck population was about average. 
A male European widgeon wintered at Comox, 
and was still there on Mar. 13. Scaup continued 
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their decline in numbers. There was an influx of 
male Am. golden-eyes on Feb. 11. No Barrow's 
golden-eyes were seen. 
 
Vultures and hawks.—A turkey vulture was 
observed in Portland, Oreg., Mar. 27 (Oakes and 
Bartlett). Goshawks and marsh hawks were 
observed near Hope, B. C. (Thacker). There were 
very few hawks around Comox, except the sharp-
shinned (Pearse). 
 
Shorebirds.—A snowy plover was seen at Westport, 
Wash., Mar. 21 (McMannama). Seattle. Audubon 
Society counted 44 killdeer, 20 Wilson’s snipe, 1 
spotted and 15 red-backed sandpipers, and 5 long-
billed dowitchers on Dec. 19. Wilson's snipe were 
seen at Hope, B. C. (Thacker). At Comox, black 
turnstones were not present in their usual numbers 
and the killdeer population was low. 
 
Gulls.—Gulls, on the whole, were few at Comox 
until the herring began to spawn during the last of 
the period, then there was a spectacular 
concentration, much greater than previous years. 
On Mar. 25, Mr. Pearse estimated over 100,000 
gulls gathered there. The greater numbers were 
Glaucous-winged gulls, but there were several 
thousand short-billed and a small percentage of 
herring gulls. Thousands of ducks also gathered 
for the feast. The Seattle Audubon Society 
counted 4,913, glaucous-winged, 4 western, 10 
herring, 31 ring-billed, 185 short-billed and 32 
Bonaparte's gulls on Dec. 19. 
 
Pigeons, owls.—Small flocks of band-tailed pigeons 
are found in suitable localities in western 
Washington during winter. The Seattle Audubon 
Society counted 54 on Dec. 19 in the Seattle area. 
A great gray owl was seen in the vicinity of 
Portland, Oreg., during February (N. G. Seamon). 
 
Woodpeckers.—One yellow-shafted flicker appeared 
for a day in east Portland (McNab). Northwestern 
flickers were hard pressed for food during the 
freezing weather. Several emaciated specimens 
were brought to the Washington State Museum. 
They were present at Comox in goodly numbers 
before the cold spell, but apparently left the area, 
and had not returned by the end of the period. 
The same was true of other members of their 
family (Pearse). A pileated woodpecker was seen at 
Hope, B. C. 
 
Passerine birds.—Varied thrushes came to the 
Seattle area in numbers as they usually do when 
conditions in the foothills are severe; still in Seattle 
on Mar. 31. Plentiful at Comox until the weather 

moderated. Townsend's solitaires, never common, 
were reported Feb. 15, at Hope (Thacker), and 
Seattle Jan. 20 (McMannama). Bohemian waxwings 
at Hope on Dec. 24 are of interest (Thacker). A 
northwestern shrike was seen in Portland, Oreg., 
Feb. 26 (Miss S. Nunn). A loggerhead (California)  
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in Portland, Mar. 24-27 (Mrs. Bartlett Holman). 
European Starlings do winter in Portland, but 
leave in spring (McNab). The sight record of 10 
starlings near Redmond, King Co., Wash., in the 
latitude of Seattle, Jan. 16, is of moment. Garrett 
Eddy and Dr. Stanley Bennett, the observers, are 
entirely familiar with the species the East. This 
substantiates the northward movement of the 
starling. Audubon's warblers were fairly common 
in the Seattle area during winter. English sparrow 
population in Portland was low (McNab). A flock 
of over 50 migrating western meadowlarks was 
seen at Comox, Dec. 11. There were few in that 
area by Mar. 31; had either moved south or 
succumbed. The usual large flocks of Brewer's 
blackbirds were not present at Comox. At least 2 
red-wings wintered in Courtenay, Vancouver Is. B. 
C. (very rare in winter). Present appearances 
suggest there was considerable mortality among 
small birds during the long cold spell; all seemed 
low in numbers, (Pearse). Evening grosbeaks were 
reported from Hope, B. C. (Thacker), Portland, 
Oreg., (common) (McNab), and Seattle (Seattle 
Audubon Society). Purple finches seemed more 
numerous in gardens in Seattle. Very few purple 
finches, and an entire absence of pine grosbeaks 
and siskins at Comox (Pearse). Slate-colored 
juncos were seen near Redmond, Wash. 
(uncommon) (Eddy and Bennett). A Harris’s 
sparrow was seen in Portland, Oreg., Feb. 5-21 (H. 
J. Judd). This is very uncommon. No white-
throated sparrows were seen at close range near 
Redmond, Jan. 16, by Eddy and Bennett, who are 
familiar with the bird in the East. This species was 
formerly thought to be a migrant only. One bird 
wintered in the Bremerton area in 1947-48. A 
number of fox sparrows came to feeding stations 
in Seattle (Cannon). They were fairly plentiful at 
Comox, but left as soon as the weather 
moderated.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington Museum, Univ. of Washington, Seattle. 
 
 
Spring Migration 1949 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The nesting season 
was delayed in the Palouse-Rocky Mountain area 
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this year because of a late spring. Many of the 
migratory birds arrived late, the Violet-green 
Swallows, warblers, flycatchers, and vireos, for 
instance. Nest building, which ordinarily would get 
under way early in May, was delayed until late May 
or early June. On the field trip made by the 
ornithology class from Walla Walla College to 
Moses Lake, Wash., we noticed that most of the 
ducks, herons, wrens, and even the yellow-headed 
and red-winged blackbirds, were not yet laying 
eggs by the middle of May, while in ordinary years 
we would expect young birds in the nests by that 
date. A nest of marsh hawks which we watch every 
year had young birds about a week old instead of 
the usual 3 weeks. No duck nests were found at 
Moses Lake, Wash., where ordinarily we find 
dozens of them. Marsh wrens were just beginning 
to build, and blackbirds were in the process of 
constructing their nests. A western grebe's nest 
with 4 eggs was discovered. At Deep Lake near 
Coulee Dam we found no sign of nesting by any 
species, while usually we could find orioles, 
warblers, flycatchers and vireos nesting at the west 
end of the lake. In all we can say that in eastern 
Washington, at least, the nesting was about 3 
weeks behind the usual dates. 
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There have been no reports from Idaho, eastern 
Oregon, southern British Columbia, Montana or 
Alberta, but we feel it is safe to assume that 
conditions in those areas have also been behind 
the usual schedule. We hope that in the future bird 
watcher from these areas will send in notes so that 
we may have this area represented adequately.—
ERNEST S. BOOTH, Department of ZOOLOGY, 
Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1949 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Throughout much 
of the region there appeared to be little effect from 
the extra-ordinary winter. While many of the 
arrivals were tardy, the nesting season is 
progressing on schedule. Heavy seasonal rains had 
some adverse effects upon some of the nesting 
birds, especially the shorebirds. Uncommon 
observations were those on the glaucous gull, 
Scott's oriole, and red-eyed vireo, reported around 
Salt Lake City by C. W. Lockerbie, red-eyed vireo 
and hooded oriole reported from near the 
southeastern limits of the region by Harold 
Higgins. 
 

Grebes, pelicans and cormorants.—Western arrived 
grebes arrived early, on Mar. 20, at the Bear River 
Refuge. The latest arrival date was reported from 
the higher location of Alamosa, Colo., by Robert 
M. and Julia W. Armagast. An estimated 2800 
eared grebes were noted at Bear River on May 3; 
Malheur Refuge, Oreg., reported a peak of 20,000 
on May 20 according to R. C. Erickson, who noted 
that they were nesting at the end of the period. 
John E. Schwartz recorded the arrival of 15 white 
pelicans at the Sheldon Refuge near Cedarville, 
Calif., on May 18; they were not observed at 
Ocean Lake, near Casper, Wyo., until May 30, 
when when 30 were reported by Dr. Oliver K. 
Scott. Cormorants arrived by mid-March at Salt 
Lake City (C.W.L.), but were scarce at Payson, 
Utah (Dr. Pfouts). 
 
Herons.—Snowy egrets made their usual 
appearance at Bear River during mid-April. Usually 
wintering, the great blue herons were absent from 
Bear River Refuge until Mar. 11; this species was 
also Sheldon (J.E.S.), and wintered at Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho (W. A. Rodgers). Birds of this group 
are now nesting in abundance at B.R.R. 
 
Geese.—Canada geese were reported in their usual 
wide distribution, with note of their having 
suffered through the extreme winter. Nesting at 
B.R.R. was down considerably from past years; 
however, the rate of survival appeared satisfactory. 
 
Ducks.—Few comparisons were made with 
previous duck migrations; however, the numbers 
occurring at the mentioned areas appeared to be 
comparable with those of former years. Nesting at 
B.R.R. appeared to be progressing favorably, with 
an increase noted in the number of gadwall nests. 
The unusual and spectacular note of the period, in 
this group, was the observation of over 20,000 
ruddy ducks seen at B.R.R. Baldpates were also up 
from previous years. Schwartz noted a general 
increase of waterfowl at Sheldon Refuge, which he 
attributed to the greater availability of water. Elmo 
Adams at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev., reported 
that species arriving later in the season were rather 
close to schedule, although the early arriving 
species were somewhat tardy as compared with 
former years. Redheads and ruddies were noted 
near Salt Lake City early in March by Lockerbie. 
As expected, this arrival coincided with that of the 
same species at Bear River, where the peak on 
redheads occurred between Apr. 15 and May 3. 
This peak showed an increase over that of last 
year. The peak duck population at Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev., occurred near the first of April 
according to Baine H. Cater. The time of this peak 
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roughly coincided with that of much of the region. 
Green-winged teal reached a peak of 175,000 on 
Apr. 4 at B.R.R. A dozen wood ducks were 
reported at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (R.C.E.). E. C. 
D. Marriage observed a wood duck nest containing 
9 eggs in an old magpie nest near Carson City, 
Nev., on May 22. 
 
Hawks.—Malheur Refuge reported a peak 
population of 30 turkey vultures on Apr. 25; also a 
ferruginous rough-leg nest with 2 young, and a 
golden eagle nest with 2 young (R.C.E.). One 
osprey was observed at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., 
(R.C.E.), and 2 near Vernal, Utah, by Clifton 
Greenhalgh. Oliver K. Scott at Casper, Wyo., 
reported that hawks have been on the downward 
trend for several years. 
 
Cranes, rails and coot.—Sandhill cranes were fairly 
plentiful at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev. (E.A.). R. 
C. Erickson reported that the sandhill crane 
population was down 15 to 20 per cent at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg. where they reached a peak of 350 
on Apr. 30. The Am. coot reached a peak of 
200,000 on May 15 at Malheur; also 1 sora rail was 
seen there Apr. 13 (R.C.E.) 
 
Shorebirds and gulls.—Avocets were observed 
throughout most of the region in large numbers; 
they reached a peak of 8,000 at B.R.R. on Apr. 15; 
Malheur Refuge, Oreg., reported 800 on Apr. 20 
(R.C.E.); 450 were seen at Ogden Bay, Utah 
(Nolan Nelson); they are reported as one of the 
most common birds at Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast); 
Adams noted that they were "around every wet 
spot" at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev.; and 
Lockerbie stated that they were abundant near Salt 
Lake City. Forster's terns were abundant at 
Malheur Refuge, where 10,000 were observed on 
Apr. 30; at B.R.R. 4,000 were noted on May 14. 
Killdeers, curlews, black-necked stilts, and gulls 
were common throughout most of the region 
during the period, but Dr. Pfouts reported a 
scarcity of curlews and avocets at Payson, Utah. 
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Owls.—Two burrowing owls were observed 
nesting near Carson City, Nev., on May 7 
(E.C.D.M.). Many juvenile short-eared owls just 
learning to fly and a horned owl, with half-grown 
young, were observed at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. on 
May 29, (R.C.E.). Fourteen short-eared owls were 
reported at Ogden Bay, Utah, May 16 (N.N.), and 
15 were counted at B.R.R., May 13. 
 

Hummingbirds, woodpeckers.—Lockerbie observed 10 
calliope hummingbirds on May 14 and 2 broad-
tailed hummingbirds near Salt Lake City on Apr. 
20. Two broad-tailed hummingbirds were noted at 
Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). Red-shafted flickers 
were first seen at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev., 
Apr. 9 (E.A.). Lewis's woodpecker reached its peak 
of migration the middle of May at Malheur Refuge, 
Oreg. (R.C.E.). 
 
Passerine birds.—Western kingbirds were first seen 
near Salt Lake City by Lockerbie on May 28, they 
arrived at Hart Mountain Refuge, Nev., on May 6 
(E.A.), and at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on May 2. 
Two eastern kingbirds were seen at the latter 
refuge on May 16 (R.C.E.). A Cassin's kingbird 
was reported from near the southeastern limits of 
the region by Harold Higgins. Say's phoebes were 
reported at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., where they 
were nesting (R.C.E.); at Alamosa, Colo., 2 were 
nesting under a second-story balcony on Mar. 18 
(Armagast). Cliff and barn swallows continue to 
use the Bear River Refuge in large numbers. Oliver 
K. Scott reported that starlings are becoming 
increasingly more common in central Wyoming 
and are now frequently seen at Casper; they were 
also noted at Ogden Bay, Utah (N.N.). Four red 
crossbills were observed near Casper, Wyo. 
(O.K.S.). E. C. D. Marriage observed large flocks 
of Bullock's orioles near Carson City, Nev., on 
May 9, and small flocks of willow goldfinches 
(May 5); also Arkansas goldfinch (May 5), western 
tanagers (May 19), cedar waxwing (May 30), 
Bohemian waxwing (May 30), loggerhead shrike 
(May 12) , yellow-throat (May 15), and Bullock's 
oriole (May 11). At Alamosa, Colo., the yellow 
warbler arrived on May 7; Audubon's warbler on 
May 8, green-tailed towhee on May 8, goldfinch on 
May 13, and song sparrow on Mar. 15 (Armagast). 
Juncos were observed throughout most of the 
region during the period.—JOHN B. VAN DEN 
AKKER and VANEZ T. WILSON, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1949 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—In the 
central part of the region temperatures, generally, 
were above normal. In April many mornings were 
overcast and cool, with the sun coming out in the 
afternoon. May's rainfall totaled 1.35 inches; it was 
generally a month of good weather, with 14 days 
having temperatures of 70º or higher. The snow 
line in the Cascade Mountains was lower than at 
any time for a number of years. At Tahsis, on the 
northwest coast of Vancouver Island, the first 



Northwest	  Field	  Notes	  Annotated,	  1948-‐1955	  

three weeks in April were stormy, with high 
velocity winds. At Comox, Vancouver Is., April 
was about normal; May set a record for clear, hot 
days, which apparently sent northern nesting birds 
scurrying to their nesting grounds. A further 
census showed the effects of the long, cold winter, 
more noticeable in the wilderness areas (Pearse). 
 
Loons, grebes.—At Comox, loons were very scarce. 
One arctic loon was seen in full plumage, May 31. 
Common loons and 1 arctic loon were seen at 
Newport, Apr. 30 to May 1 (Simon, McNab, 
Williams, Millette). A common loon was seen on 
the shore of Lake Washington, Seattle, Apr. 26 
(Mrs. Grove). At Comox, Holboell's, horned and 
western grebes showed a decrease, although there 
was a heavy movement of westerns on Apr. 8 
(Pearce); Horned grebes were noted at Newport, 
and Holboell’s at nearby Waldport, Apr. 3o to May 
1 (Simon). 
 
Shearwaters, petrels, and cormorants.—Five slender-
billed, and 5 sooty shearwaters were recorded at 
Westport, Apr. 30 (McMannama). Sooty 
shearwaters and fork-tailed petrels were seen at 
Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., Oreg. Apr. 30 (McNab, 
Leupold, Millette). A few double-crested and a 
flock of at least 1000 pelagic cormorants were 
feeding on herring during the middle of April at 
Comox (Pearse). Baird's cormorants were seen at 
Boiler Bay, Apr. 30 (McNab, Leupold, Millette). 
One pair of Brandt's and 1 pelagic cormorant 
(both transients) were seen at Tahsis (Mitchell). 
 
Herons.—Great blue herons were very scarce at 
Comox until mid-May. Their numbers were still 
much below normal at the end of the period 
(Pearse). On 3 visits to the Lake Washington 
swamp bordering the University campus, Seattle, 
May 20 to 31, as many as 2 green herons were 
seen. It is hoped further search may reveal a nest 
(Higman). Am. bittern was seen in this swamp on 
Apr. 9 (Goodge). A bittern was seen at Portland, 
Apr. 24 (uncommon) (Bartlett). 
 
Swans and geese.—Twenty-three trumpeter swans 
wintered at Tahsis, but left early, due to the killing 
of 1 bird and the wounding of a juvenal (Mitchell). 
About 200 large Canada geese were seen south of 
Amity, Oreg. Apr. 3 (T. O. Clark). About 100 
Canada geese were seen in migration, Apr. 10, at 
Medina, east shore of Lake Washington 
(Hagenstein). At Green Lake, Seattle, 2 pairs of 
Canada geese had young, about May 5 (Don 
Curran); geese have nested sparingly around 
Seattle for the past several years. Numerous flocks 

of Canada geese passed over Tahsis from Apr. 1 to 
21 (Mitchell). 
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Brant were numerous at Comox during the first of 
the period. A count from Nanoose Bay to Little 
River, a 50 mile distance, totaled 20,000 birds, 
comparing favorably with 1948. The brant were 
attracted by spawning herring and picked up 
floating eggs and egg-covered seaweed. They were 
seen for the last time on May 7, which is early for 
their departure (Pearse). 
 
Ducks.—The duck movement in general was light 
at Comox, except when they concentrated on the 
herring run (Pearse). At Seattle, 12 broods of 
mallards in the University swamp, from May 20 to 
31, consisted of 74 young. The male European 
widgeon, which wintered at Comox, was last seen 
on May 22 Pearse). A pair of baldpates was seen at 
Green Lake, Seattle, May 12 (McMannama). Eight 
male blue-winged teal, a record number, were seen 
near Comox, May 22 (Pearse). A few immature 
male Shovellers were still at Green Lake, Seattle, 
May 12 (McMannama) . The last of the migrant 
golden-eyes was seen at Medina, Apr. 10 and the 
last Buffle-head on Apr. 24 (Hagenstein). Six 
summering harlequin ducks, apparently mated, 
were seen at Tahsis (Mitchell). White-winged surf, 
and Am. scoters were seen at Newport, Apr. 30 to 
May 1 (Simon). Five summering white-winged 
scoters were noted at Tahsis. A pair of Am. scoters 
was seen at Westport, Apr. 30 (McMannama). 
Hooded mergansers were scarce at Comox. Red-
breasted mergansers were below normal, except 
when concentrated on the herring run, and then 
were only in fair numbers. Am. Mergansers 
maintained their numbers; more than 50 adult and 
juvenal males were seen near Comox during May 
(Pearse). 
 
Vultures and hawks.—A pair of turkey vultures was 
seen west of Salem, Oreg. Apr. 3 (Clark). Bald 
eagles seem to be holding their own at Comox; 
other predators were very scarce. An osprey was 
first seen, Apr. 23 (Pearse). 
 
Cranes, shorebirds.—Two sandhill cranes were 
reported at Northey Lake, Vancouver Is., one of 
the few areas for the limited coast population 
(Pearse). Large numbers of semipalmated plovers 
was seen at Westport, Apr. 30 (McMannama). The 
same species was observed at Comox, Apr. 29 
(Pearse). At Comox, small sandpipers were much 
more numerous than last year, only 1 Hudsonian 
curlew was seen, greater yellow-legs came on Apr. 
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3, and dowitchers were very scarce (Pearse). At 
Westport, on Apr. 30, a few Hudsonian curlews, a 
very large flock of western sandpipers, some 
greater yellow-legs, and a few red-backed 
sandpipers and sanderlings were seen 
(McMannama). Hudsonian curlews, red-backed 
sandpipers, long-billed dowitchers and sanderlings 
were observed at Newport and vicinity, Apr. 30 to 
May 1 (McNab, et al.). Spotted sandpipers were 
seen at Medina, May 15 (Hagenstein). A red 
phalarope was found dead on the beach at 
Westport, Apr. 30 McMannama). Northern 
phalaropes were noted on the Oregon coast, 
Lincoln Co., Apr. 30 to May 1 (McNab).  
 
Gulls.—Two Glaucous gulls were seen on the 
coast in Lincoln, Co., Oreg. Apr. 30 (Simon). Most 
of the glaucous–winged gulls at Westport on Apr. 
30 were immature birds. Only 1 ragged juvenile 
was at Green Lake, May 12 (McMannama). There 
were more than the usual summering gulls at 
Comox, composed mainly of glaucous-wings. The 
herring were still running. California gulls passed 
through Comox in goodly numbers on Apr. 2 
(Pearse). Four Bonaparte's gulls, 1 with full 
plumage, were seen at Green Lake, Seattle, May 12 
(McMannama). There were very few Bonaparte's 
gulls at Comox (Pearse). 
 
Doves, owls.—The band-tailed pigeon population at 
Comox was very much smaller, possibly showing 
the effect of too much shooting in the south 
(Pearse). In Seattle, where there is no shooting, a 
flock of 25 (large) was seen in the northeast 
section, Apr. 13 (Grove). A saw-whet owl was seen 
in Portland, May 10 (uncommon) (McNab). 
 
Hummingbirds.—Rufous hummingbirds arrived at 
Medina, Apr. 6 (Hagenstein), and were abundant at 
Tahsis (Mitchell). Eggs in the nest were observed 
at Yelm, southeast of Olympia, Wash., Apr. 30, 
and young in the nest, May 14 (Goodge). The 
calliope hummingbird, recorded sporadically since 
1909, was present at Hope, B. C., at the end of the 
period. Although no nest has been found, both 
male and female were seen. Hope is close to the 
western limits of the range (Mrs. Thacker). 
 
Kingfishers, woodpeckers.—At Comox, belted 
kingfishers were apparently badly hit by the cold 
winter; they were missing from most of their 
regular locations (Pearse). All species of 
woodpeckers were low in numbers at Comox. In a 
census, June 1, in over a 1½ mile area of logged-
over land, now having a good growth of deciduous 
and small evergreen trees, only 2 red-shafted 
flickers were seen, to 4 last year (Pearse). Three 

Lewis's woodpeckers were flycatching in Lincoln 
Park, Seattle, May 8 (not common) (McMannama). 
A red-breasted sapsucker was feeding young 
southeast of Olympia, Wash., May 14 
(McMannama and Goodge). 
 
Flycatchers and swallows.—Garrett Eddy reported a 
good breeding season for small land birds in the 
Seattle area so far. A western kingbird was 
observed at Portland, Apr. 24 (uncommon) 
(Bartlett). Western flycatchers were heard at 
Portland, Apr. 24 (J. B. Williams), Seattle, Apr. 26 
(Mrs. Grove), Yelm, Apr. 30 (Goodge and 
McMannama), and at Comox, May 8 (Pearse). 
Western wood pewees were first noted in 
Portland, Apr. 30 (Wagner). They crept into the 
Seattle area, and were first heard in the Arboretum, 
May 12 (Grove). They arrived at Comox, June 1 
(Pearse). All flycatchers were few in numbers at 
Comox. Olive-sided flycatchers were first noted in 
the Madrona District, May 7 (Goodge), and in 
Medina, May 9 (Hagenstein). Violet-green 
swallows were in a Seattle nesting box, May 15 
(Grove). Many tree swallows were noted south of 
Amity, Oreg., Apr. 3 (Clark). Mrs. Grove reported 
them scarce in Seattle. At Tahsis summering tree 
swallows were seen several times in flocks of about 
20 (Mitchell). Bank swallows were first noted at 
Portland, Apr. 17 (Bartlett). The barn swallow 
arrived at Oswego, 
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about 10 miles south of Portland, Apr. 13, and at 
Medina, Wash., Apr. 24 (Hagenstein). Cliff 
swallows arrived at Medina, Apr. 8 (Hagenstein). 
All swallows were fewer in numbers at Comox. 
Purple martins were observed, Apr. 14, at 2 places 
where they nested last year (Pearse). 
 
Bushtits through wrens.—Bush-tits were building 
nests at Medina, Apr. 15 (Hagenstein); several 
nests were observed in Seattle, Apr. 28 (Grove). 
Red-breasted nuthatches were seen at Yelm, Apr. 
30 (Goodge). Nuthatches were quite rare at 
Comox. Brown creepers were singing on the 
"prairies" south of Tacoma, Wash., May 8 (Grove). 
A wren-tit was seen at Newport, Apr. 30 or May 1 
(Millette, McNab, Williams, Layman). Winter 
wrens have almost disappeared from the Comox 
area; Bewick's wrens were little better (Pearse). 
Fully-fledged Bewick's wrens were out of the nest 
in Seattle, May 21 (Goodge). About one half the 
normal number of long-billed marsh wren’s nests 
were counted in the University swamp, Seattle. 
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Thrushes, waxwings.—Only 1 pair of nesting robins 
claimed the area in northeastern Seattle, formerly 
used by 3 (Grove); 9 summering robins (probably 
caurinus) was the greatest number seen at Tahsis 
(Mitchell). Varied thrushes (several singing) were 
still in the Seattle area on Apr. 13 (Grove). Hermit 
thrushes were noted in Portland, Apr. 27 (late) 
(Layman). Mrs. Grove saw them in Seattle, May 9. 
Russet-backed thrushes were heard southeast of 
Olympia, May 14, and at Comox, May 17 (Pearse). 
Townsend's solitaires were singing in the Seattle 
area, Apr. 2 (Goodge). Bohemian waxwings were 
noted at Oswego, Oreg. Apr. 16, which is late for 
this irregular winter visitor (Millette) . 
 
Vireos, warblers.—Hutton's vireo was first noted at 
Renton, just south of Seattle, Apr. 3 (Goodge). 
The solitary vireo was recorded at Oswego, Apr. 
10 (Millette), and at Comox, Apr. 12 (normal in 
numbers) (Pearse). It was incubating at Seattle, 
Apr. 28 (Grove). The warbling vireo was first 
noted in Portland, Apr. 14 (Judd), in Seattle, Apr. 
26 (Grove), in Medina, May 4 (Hagenstein), and at 
Comox, May 8 (normal in numbers) (Pearse). 
Orange-crowned warblers were first heard in 
Portland, Apr. 2 (Layman). They arrived at Comox 
on Apr. 10. Usually the most common warbler, it 
was below normal (Pearse). It was building in 
southeastern Seattle, Apr. 28 (Grove). A nest with 
4 eggs was seen at Yelm, May 14 (Goodge, 
McMannama), and almost completely fledged 
young were out in Madrona Park, Seattle, May 21 
(Goodge). The first Nashville warbler was seen at 
Oswego, Oreg. Apr. 24 (Millette). Yellow warblers 
were first noted at Portland, Apr. 19 (Crowell), and 
there were scattered birds at Westport, Apr. 30 
(early) (McMannama). This species was plentiful at 
Comox on May 8, but there was no migration of 
Audubon's warblers (Pearse). The first black-
throated gray warbler was seen at Portland, Apr. 
17 (McNab). They were abundant at Yelm and 
Vale, Wash., on Apr. 30. There seemed to be a 
notable increase in the species at Seattle (Eddy). 
Many were heard in Seward Park, Seattle, Apr. 28 
(Grove). They came to Medina on May 6 
(Hagenstein). There were 3 or 4 Townsend's 
warblers heard at Seward Park, Seattle, Apr. 28. 
There were also many on the Tacoma "prairies," 
May 8 (Grove). Hermit warblers arrived at 
Portland, Apr. 20 (early) (McNab), and were noted 
south of Tacoma, Apr. 30 (Goodge). Macgillivray's 
warbler was first noted at Portland, Apr. 24 
(Bartlett), at Yelm and Vale, Wash., Apr. 30 
(Goodge), on the "prairies," 'May 8 (Grove), and 
in the Madrona District, Seattle, May 21 (first year 
seen in this locality) (Goodge). The yellow-throat 
was first observed in Cowan Park, Seattle, Apr. 13 

(Grove), and at Medina, Apr. 17 (Hagenstein). It 
was low in numbers at Comox, where nest and 
eggs were seen on May 31 (Pearse). Black-capped 
(pileolated) warblers were first seen at Portland, 
Apr. 17 (Bartlett). The species came to the Comox 
area on Apr. 26, and seemed to be above normal 
in numbers (Pearse). One collected at Yelm on 
May 14 was chryseola (Goodge). 
 
Finches and sparrows.—The first lazuli bunting was 
noted at Portland, Apr. 30 (Judd). A sizeable flock 
of evening grosbeaks was seen in Seward Park, 
Seattle, Apr. 26 (Grove). They were in the Seattle 
area as late as May 17 (Goodge). Purple finches 
were seen at Vale, Wash., May 14 (Goodge, 
McMannama). At Comox they were few in 
number (Pearse). Red crossbills were frequently 
heard at Comox, after having been very scarce the 
past 2 to 3 years (Pearse). Spotted towhees were 
out of the nest at Seattle during the week of May 9 
to 14 (McMannama). The sparrow migration was 
poor at Comox, except for the Savannahs, Apr. 26, 
which seem to have recovered their numbers, after 
being very scarce in 1948 (Pearse). Oregon juncos 
were out of the nest in Seattle the week of May 9 
to 14 (McMannama). Chipping sparrows arrived at 
Medina, Apr. 24 (Hagenstein); they were abundant 
at Yelm, Apr. 30 (Goodge). The white-crowned 
sparrow was first heard at Seattle, Apr. 7 
(Goodge), and arrived in numbers at Medina, Apr. 
24 (Hagenstein). Golden-crowned sparrows were 
migrating at Medina, Apr. 3 and 23 (Hagenstein). 
Mrs. Grove had them in Seattle, May 14. 
Seventeen summering birds were observed at 
Tahsis (Mitchell). Song sparrows were rare at 
Comox; only 1 on the June 1 census, as against 4 
in 1948.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington 
State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, 
Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1949 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION — [No report received for 
this period] 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1949 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—From all indications, 
the breeding season this year was quite successful. 
Hot and dry weather prevailed during most of the 
period, but this had very little adverse effect on the 
nesting. Although few comparative data were 
received, it appears that throughout most of the 
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Region the nesting season compared favorably 
with last year. At the Bear River Refuge, Utah, 
there was an increase in most of the nesting 
species. 
 
Grebes and pelicans.—Eared grebes were common 
throughout the period at the Sheldon Antelope 
Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (John E. Schwartz). Two 
pied-billed grebes were noted near Minden, Nev., 
June 4 (E. C. D. Marriage). White pelicans were 
observed throughout most of the region during 
the period; on Aug. 15 an estimated 3700 were 
observed on the Bear River Refuge. These birds 
come from the nesting colonies on the islands in 
Great Salt Lake to feed on the numerous small fish 
found in the Refuge waters. Western grebes nested 
in abundance at Bear River Refuge; also pied-billed 
and eared grebes nested in their usual numbers at 
B.R.R. 
 
Cormorants and herons.—A flock of 25 double-
crested cormorants was noted June 20 near Rye 
Patch Reservoir, Pershing Co., Nev., by Fred G. 
Evenden. Black-crowned night herons were 
common near Alamosa, Colo., until June 1; since 
then none have been observed there (Julia and 
Robert Armagast). Two pied-billed grebes, 2 
American egrets, and 4 American bitterns were 
observed, June 15, near Carson City, Nev. 
(E.C.D.M.). Great blue herons and snowy egrets 
became common near Logan, Utah, in June (Dr. J. 
S. Stanford). The white-faced glossy ibis was 
reported as abundant at Carson Lake and the 
Stillwater area, Nev., June 24 (F.G.E.). Fifty-nine 
double-crested cormorant nests were counted at 
B.R.R. on May 25. Great blue herons, snowy 
egrets, black-crowned night herons, and white-
faced glossy ibises nested in their usual numbers at 
B.R.R. 
 
Geese.—Near Carson City, Nev., 24 Canada geese, 
with goslings, were noted' (E.C.D.M.). Noland 
Nelson reports that 812 Canada geese were 
counted, June 16, at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, 250 
at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, and 211 at the 
public shooting grounds near Penrose, Utah. Dr. 
Stanford reports several Canada geese near Logan, 
Utah. At the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., several broods 
were observed (J.E.S.). A total of 313 Canada 
goose broods were counted on one trip over the 
dikes at B.R.R., as compared with 391 for the 
maximum count last year. Average brood size was 
4-5. 
 
Ducks.—From information received, duck nesting 
throughout the region compares favorably with 
previous years, with some increases noted. 

Schwartz reported that production of gadwall and 
mallard at the Sheldon Refuge, Nev., was higher 
than in previous years; he also reported that green-
winged teal, cinnamon teal, pintail, and ruddy were 
common nesters. Oliver K. Scott reported that 
ducks in the locality of Casper, Wyo., had a very 
successful breeding season although much suitable 
breeding ground was still unoccupied. A waterfowl 
census made July 1 at Ogden Bay Refuge, Utah, 
revealed 935 mallards, 1,250 gadwalls, 18,560 
pintails, 1,650 cinnamon teal, 2,132 redheads, and 
763 Shovellers (N.N.). Undoubtedly a large 
percentage of the pintails were non-nesters and 
male birds which had completed nesting activities. 
The summer residents and nesting population at 
Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, totaled 2,549, and 
at the Public Shooting Grounds near Penrose, 
Utah, the total was 4,162 (N.N.). Several mallard, 
pintail, and cinnamon teal nests were reported near 
Salt Lake City by C. W. Lockerbie. On sample 
plots (which comprise approximately 10 per cent 
of available nesting area) at B.R.R., the following 
nests were counted: gadwall 192, cinnamon teal 95, 
mallard 34, redhead 51, Shoveller 5, pintail 7, blue-
winged teal 1, and baldpate 1; this is an increase of 
18 per cent over the nests found on the same area 
last year. Near Carson City, Nev., 8 cinnamon teal, 
12 Shovellers, and 6 Buffle-heads, were observed 
(E.C.D.M.). Canvas-backs were reported nesting at 
Swan Lake in southern Idaho by Bruce K. Norris. 
 
Cranes, rails, and coots.—Two sandhill cranes were 
observed, July 4, at Grassy Lake in Targhee Nat'l 
Forest, Wyo., by Oliver K. Scott. Two Virginia 
rails were noted, June 4, near Minden, Nev. 
(E.C.D.M.). Russel H. Pray reported a Virginia rail, 
June 24, near Bieber, Lassen Co., Calif. The coot 
reached a population of 67,000 on Aug. 15 at 
B.R.R., and was present at other areas in usual 
numbers. 
 
Shorebirds and gulls.—A new record for the inter-
mountain region is reported by C. W. Lockerbie; a 
black oyster-catcher, in company with willets, 
was observed, Aug. 5, at Farmington Bay Refuge, 
Utah. Killdeers were common nesters at Alamosa, 
Colo. (Armagast), near Logan, Utah (J.S.S.), 
Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif. (J.E.S.), Mesa 
Verde Nat'l Park (Watson), and at B.R.R. Avocets, 
killdeers, long-billed curlews, and black-necked 
stilts nested in their usual numbers throughout 
most of the region. Lockerbie reported the long-
billed curlew, solitary sandpiper, willet, knot, 
western sandpiper, least sandpiper, pectoral 
sandpiper, avocet, and Wilson's phalarope, nesting 
near Salt Lake City. A nesting survey at Bear River 
Refuge revealed 3300 California gull nests, 514 
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avocet nests, 91 black-necked stilt nests, and 35 
Caspian tern nests. 
 
Hawks.—Schwartz reported that the marsh hawk, 
ferruginous hawk, and prairie falcon nested at the 
Sheldon Refuge, Cedarville, Calif.; also turkey 
vulture, red-tailed hawk, Swainson's hawk and 
golden  
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Eagle were resident through the period. Schwartz 
noted that hawks and owls were more numerous 
this year, and attributes this partly to the increased 
rodent population. An estimated 50 sharp-shinned 
hawks and 25 Cooper's hawks were observed early 
in August at Ruby Lake Refuge, Ruby Valley, Nev., 
by Baine H. Cater. Ferruginous hawk nests have 
decreased near Casper, Wyo. (O.K.S.). Red-tailed 
hawks and sparrow hawks were frequently seen 
near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). On Aug. 15, 12 
marsh hawks, 2 turkey vultures, 1 golden eagle and 
1 falcon were observed at B.R.R. 
 
Owls.—Short-eared owls and horned owls were 
reported as resident through the period at Sheldon 
Refuge, Nev. (J.E.S.). A horned owl was observed, 
June 12, in Fandango Pass, Modoc Co., Calif. and 
a common screech owl observed, June 13, near 
Likely, Modoc Co., Calif. (R.H.P.). At B.R.R. a 
peak of 15 short-eared owls was observed, July 1; 
one short-eared owl nested on the main dike 
within three feet of the roadway and raised her 
young successfully. 
 
Hummingbirds.—A calliope hummingbird on nest 
(one egg hatched) was observed, July 31, near Salt 
Lake City (C.W.L.). Broad-tailed hummingbirds 
were common near Alamosa, Colo. (Armagast). 
Rufous and calliope hummingbirds, nesting, were 
observed at Grass Lake and Hope Valley, Alpine 
Co., Calif., July 16 (F.G.E.). A black-chinned 
hummingbird built a nest in a porch swing in 
Minden, Nev., where the young were raised 
successfully.  
 
Kingfishers and woodpeckers.—Red-shafted flickers 
were reported at Sheldon Refuge, Nev. (J.E.S.); 
near Carson City, Nev., where broods were 
observed (E.C.D.M.); near Alamosa, Colo., where 
nests were observed (Armagast). Near Salt Lake 
City one was seen on its nest, June 10, by 
Lockerbie who also reported a hairy woodpecker 
in nest at Big Mt., Summit Co., Utah. Near Logan, 
they were common through June (J.S.S.). Lewis's 
woodpecker was a common nester near Carson 
City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). Yellow-bellied sapsuckers 

are common in the mountains near Alamosa, Colo. 
(Armagast). 
	  
Passerine birds.—Three ash-throated flycatchers 
were observed, June 27, near Lookout, Modoc 
Co., Calif. (Pray), and Watson reports several at 
Mesa Verde Natl. Park, Colo., during the period. 
Barn and cliff swallows were common through all 
northern counties of Nevada, and rough-winged 
swallows were seen in Elko and Churchill 
Counties, Nev. (F.G.E.). Violet-green, barn, and 
cliff swallows were common nesters near Alamosa, 
Colo. (Armagast). At Bear River Refuge 1,800 barn 
swallows and 1,200 cliff swallows nested on the 
area. Armagast observed a number of Black-
throated Gray Warblers east of Dike Mountain 
and LaVeta Pass, Colo., where two nests were 
noted, on June 11, an apparent eastward extension 
of range. On Aug. 15 there were 1,500 yellow-
headed and 400 red-wings at B.R.R. A pair of gray-
crowned rosy finches was observed, June 26, at 
Crater Lake, Ore. (R.H.P.). Oliver K. Scott 
reported that the lark bunting is becoming steadily 
more abundant in central Wyoming.—VANEZ T. 
WILSON, AND ROSS H. NORR, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1949 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather was fairly uniform throughout, more 
unsettled in the north, with overcast mornings and 
sunny, warm afternoons. Rainfall, in general, was 
far below normal. The last part of June saw a few 
days of low temperatures.  
 
Loons, herons.—Two common loons, with young 
apparently fully feathered, were seen on 
Sportsmans Lake, San Juan Is., July 21 
(McMannama). Great blue herons were making a 
comeback at Comox; 18 counted compared 
favorably with past years, while at Tahsis, 
northwest coast of Vancouver Is., only 1 bird was 
seen, except for 2 in late July. A pair and 2 young 
Green Herons were seen in the university swamp, 
Seattle, June 30 and thereafter (Higman). It seems 
reasonable to assume the birds nested. 
 
Ducks.—Ducks, in general, had a poor nesting 
season at Comox. Although it started out well, the 
young were soon reduced to very small numbers. 
First pintails arrived at Comox, June 30 (Pearse). A 
mallard, with young, was seen at Medina, Wash., 
July 10 (Hagenstein). Two blue-winged teal at 
Sportsmans Lake, Aug. 14, are a first record for 
the islands (Goodge). Half-grown young were seen 
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at Comox, July 22, and the wood duck nested 
again. Two broods were seen (Pearse). A wood 
duck was nesting in a bird house at Maple Falls, 50 
miles east of Bellingham, Wash., July 17 (E. J. 
Sawyer). The first migrant male harlequin ducks 
came back to Comox, June 1; they were present in 
numbers on June 21, when migrant male surf 
scoters came in (Pearse). A male ruddy duck on 
Sportsmans Lake, July 21, is a first for the Islands 
(McMannama). One adult Am. merganser and 6 
young were seen at Tahsis, July 20 (Mitchell). 
 
Hawks, grouse.—Bald eagles nested at Comox; 8 
were seen at one time. Ospreys also nested. Other 
predators were very scarce (Pearse). Blue and 
ruffed grouse appeared scarce at Comox, and did 
not seem to follow up their increase in early spring 
by showing broods. One brood of blue grouse, 
about 10 days old, was seen June 21 (Pearse). 
 

Rails, coots.—Virginia and sora rails have taken up 
residence in the south Seattle industrial section, 
where ponds have become marshes within the past 
year. Two young soras were seen, Aug. 12 
(Cannon). About 100 Am. coots at Sportsmans 
Lake, July 21, was a first record for the Islands. 
Two downy young and 1 immature were seen, 
Aug. 14 (McMannama, Goodge). 
 
Shorebirds.—At Comox, shorebirds have shown up 
well, so far; 26 semipalmated plovers, Aug. 2; 
black-bellied plovers, July 15; ruddy and black 
turnstones, Aug. 2; 19 spotted sandpipers, July 15; 
10 lesser yellow-legs, 1 juvenal pectoral (early) , 1 
Baird's, and a large flock of western sandpipers, 
Aug. 11. Some dowitchers may have spent the 
summer, as 1 was recorded, June 20, and 6, July 22 
(Pearse). A spotted sandpiper, with 3 downy 
chicks, was seen near the Stillaguamish River, 
Snohomish Co., Wash., July 4 (Clark). In the San 
Juan Islands, 2 black oyster-catchers were on 
Lopez Is. (formerly reported absent for a number 
of years); 4 semipalmated plovers on San Juan Is., 
July 21 (rare); surf-birds on Hall Is., July 21 (rare 
away from ocean beaches); a few spotted 
sandpipers, San Juan Is., July 21; black turnstones, 
Gull Rock, July 15; 3 least sandpipers, July 10. On 
July 21, the leasts were not as common as western 
sandpipers, but a number were mixed with 100 to 
200 western. At Vancouver, Wash., greater yellow-
legs, least and western sandpipers, dowitchers, 
were seen, July 3; semipalmated plovers, July 24 
(Bartlett). 
 
Gulls.—Glaucous-winged gulls have started to nest 
in the Seattle-Tacoma area (unusual); 5 nests were 
examined on the Puyallup River delta, June 29, 3 

with 3 eggs each, 2 with young about 10 days old 
(Alcorn); and 1 nest with 2 half-grown young on 
piling in Salmon Bay, Seattle, Aug. 15 (Goodge). 
An unusually large number of gulls, mainly 
juvenals, were around Comox in June and July, 
especially short-billed and California (the latter 
more plentiful than usual), with an occasional 
herring gull. California gulls were first seen in the 
San Juan Islands, July 6; 1st juvenals, July 13 
(McM.). Two of this species were at Seattle, July 12 
(early) (Goodge). A pair of second year short-
billed gulls was seen at Lopez Is., July 20, and the 
first adult Heermann's gull was seen at San Juan 
Is., June 28; fairly common from July 3 to 9 
(McM.). Several were at Victoria, B. C., July 4 
(Clark). Of special interest was 1 black tern at a 
swamp in Benton Co., Oreg. June 11 (Evenden). 
 
Murrelets, pigeons, swifts.—Marbled murrelets were 
carrying food for young at Comox, July 15 
(Pearse). Band-tailed pigeons were still very scarce 
at Comox. At Tahsis, 6 arrived during the second 
week in May, and increased to 150± by the end of 
the period (Mitchell). About 50 black swifts circled 
over southwest Seattle for an hour in the evening, 
June 24 (Cannon). 
 
Kingfishers, woodpeckers.—Individual kingfishers 
appeared in old haunts at Comox. The depleted 
population must have had a good nesting season 
(Pearse). Only 1 pair was seen at Tahsis. 
Woodpeckers continued to be scarce at Comox. 
Miss Cannon reported fewer flickers in the Seattle 
area. One adult and 1 young hairy, and 2 downy 
woodpeckers were noted on San Juan Is., Aug. 14 
(neither common) (Goodge). 
 
Flycatchers and swallows.—Of interest was the return 
of 3 pairs of eastern kingbirds to nest at 
Vancouver, Wash. (McNab). Two nests were 
reported from Comox, the first for some years 
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(Pearse). Traill's (little) flycatcher was feeding 
young at Medina, Aug. 13 (Hagenstein), and 2 
pairs nested twice in southwest Seattle (Cannon). 
At Comox, all flycatchers were average, except the 
olive-sided, which seemed to have disappeared 
where it used to be seen every year. Violet-green 
swallows were awing at Comox, July 15 (Pearse). 
Rough-winged swallows were nesting at Medina, 
July 4 (Hagenstein). Four pairs were nesting in a 
small clay bank on Bainbridge Is., July 17, with 6 
pairs of pigeon guillemots and 1 pair of 
kingfishers, a large population for such a small area 
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(Goodge). Cliff swallows were out of the nest at 
Lopez Is., June 26 (McM.). 
 
Jays, ravens.—Of interest is the appearance of the 
Canada jay at Carson, 50 miles east of Vancouver, 
Wash., almost at sea level (McNab). Four ravens 
were seen on San Juan Is., July 21 (not common) 
(McM.). 
 
Chickadees through wrens.—Garrett Eddy reported a 
very successful breeding season for small land 
birds in the Seattle area. Many residents nested 
twice and often three times. The scarcity of small 
residents continued at Comox. Nuthatches and 
wrens were scarce, while chickadees, scarce the 
past 2 to 3 years, showed an increase (Pearse). 
Larger flocks of chickadees seemed to be the rule 
in Seattle; over one-fourth of all nests found by 
Miss Cannon were those of chickadees. Black-
capped (Oregon) chickadees were feeding young at 
Medina, Aug. 11 (Hagenstein). Bush-tits in Seattle 
seemed fewer (Cannon), and were beginning to 
flock, July 13 (Goodge). One adult and 2 juvenal 
dippers were seen at Tahsis, Aug. 3 (Mitchell). 
 
Thrushes, waxwings.—Robins nested the second 
time at Medina, July 13 (Hagenstein). In southwest 
Seattle, 1 was building a second nest, June 24 
(Cannon), and spotted young were out of the nest 
the last of the period (Goodge). Russet-backed 
thrushes were far below the numbers of 1948 at 
Comox; they were abundant on Bainbridge Is., 
June 17. Only 1 pair of western bluebirds 
(decreasing for years) was known to nest at 
Comox. Three pairs were seen at Enumclaw, King 
Co., Wash., July 19 (Hagenstein). Golden-crowned 
kinglets and cedar waxwings were scarce at Comox 
(Pearse). Two cedar waxwings were flycatching 
over the University swamp, Seattle, July 12 
(Goodge). 
 
Warblers.—The number of warblers at Comox was 
average; Audubon's were on the wing, July 19 
(Pearse). They were feeding young at Medina, July 
9; only 1 orange-crowned warbler, ordinarily 
common, was seen, Aug. 15; black-throated gray 
were feeding young, July 22 (Hagenstein). Black-
capped (pileolated) warblers were breeding in 
Madrona Park, Seattle (not common), and were 
abundant at Bainbridge Is., June 17 (Goodge). 
 
Blackbirds, tanagers.—At Comox, red-winged 
blackbirds were nearly ready to fly, June 30 
(possibly second broods), and Brewer's were 
awing, June 1 (Pearse). Western tanagers were 
nesting at Medina, July 3 (Hagenstein). 
 

Finches and sparrows.—A black-headed grosbeak was 
laying eggs in southwest Seattle, June 1 (Cannon), 
and 1 male was seen in University swamp, July 12 
(Goodge). Never common at Comox, only 1 was 
recorded (Pearse). Of interest was the observation 
of evening grosbeaks at Carson, Wash. (McNab). 
With a good crop of cones, red crossbills returned 
to the Comox area; spotted towhees were scarce 
(Pearse). Miss Cannon reported that one spotted 
towhee, with a white patch on the head, brought 
young to her feeding tray in Seattle on May 17, 
June 24, and July 26. Chipping sparrows were 
feeding young at Medina, July (Hagenstein). Of 
interest was the appearance of fox sparrows, 
apparently summering on a small rocky islet in the 
San Juan group, July 23 (McM.). Young song 
sparrows were seen at Medina, July 25 
(Hagenstein). The species was scarce at Comox. 
Both fox and song sparrows were scarce at 
Tahsis.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington 
State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, 
Wash. 
 
 

End 1949 
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1950 
 
Autumn Migration, 1949 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAINS REGION.—Late summer and 
early fall brought nothing unusual in weather or 
other conditions affecting bird-life. Then, about 
the middle of October a sudden cold spell with 
snow in western Montana, northern Washington 
and northern Idaho speeded up migration 
noticeably.  
     

 
A little later the weather moderated and continued 
unusually moderate until mid-December, before 
anything like winter weather occurred in this 
region. Because of these conditions many birds 
remained longer than usual, and migration seems 
to have been slowed down.  
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Thomas D. Burleigh from northern Idaho 
reported that transients were scarcer than usual, 
and that they did not linger as long as ordinarily. 
This was especially true of warblers, which were 
observed in small numbers only. D. E. Payne from 
Hood River, Oreg., along the Columbia River 
flyway, reported shorebirds common during 
October. He noted many shorebirds, including 
yellow-legs and dowitchers; also warblers during 
the early part of October, with decreasing numbers 
later during the month. The following list is a 
synopsis of the fall departure dates for a number 
of birds from the Moscow, Idaho, area, compiled 
from observations by Thomas D. Burleigh: Sora, 
Aug. 16; Black-bellied Plover, Aug. 13; Spotted 
Sandpiper, Sept. 12; Solitary Sandpiper, Sept. 12; 
Greater Yellowlegs, Sept. 24 (arrival Aug. 2); 
Lesser Yellow-legs, Aug. 2 to Sept. 1; Pectoral 
Sandpiper, Aug. 19 to Sept. 17; Least Sandpiper, 
one record, Aug. 24; Western Sandpiper, Aug. 19; 
Avocet, Aug. 19; Ring-billed Gull, Aug. 2-Oct. 21; 
Black Tern, July 31-Aug. 2. Also Common 
Nighthawk, Sept. 18; Vaux's Swift, Sept. 10; 

Lewis's Woodpecker, Aug. 16-Sept. 12; Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, Sept. 25; Eastern Kingbird, 
Sept. 1; Western Kingbird, Aug. 19; Traill's 
Flycatcher, Sept. 1 (specimen); Hammond's 
Flycatcher, Oct. 2 (specimen) late; Western Wood 
Pewee, Sept. 19; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 2; 
Violet-green Swallow, Oct. 4; Bank Swallow, Aug. 
24; Rough-winged Swallow, Aug. 19; Barn 
Swallow, Sept. 17; Cliff Swallow, Aug. 24. Also 
House Wren, Sept. 26; Catbird, Sept. 15; Varied 
Thrush, first seen at Moscow, Oct. 20 (winters); 
Hermit Thrush, Sept. 7-Oct. 7; Olive-backed 
Thrush, Sept. 1; Veery, Sept. 6; Mountain 
Bluebird, Nov. 10; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Oct. 8; 
Am. Pipit, Sept. 27-Oct. 11. Also Solitary Vireo, 
Sept. 20; Red-eyed Vireo, Sept. 7; Warbling Vireo, 
Sept. 20; Orange-crowned Warbler, Oct. 1-Dec. 
22; Yellow Warbler, Sept. 1; Audubon's Warbler, 
Oct. 8-Dec. 9; Townsend's Warbler, Sept. 9; 
Yellow-throat, Sept. 10; Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Sept. 10; Pileolated Warbler, Aug. 15-Sept. 28. 
Also Am. Redstart, Sept. 4; Bullock's Oriole, Aug. 
13; Brewer's Blackbird, Oct. 9; Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Aug. 5; Western Tanager, Sept. 17; 
Black-headed Grosbeak, Aug. 29; Lazuli Bunting, 
Sept. 10; Cassin's Finch, Sept. 18; Spotted Towhee, 
Sept. 21. Also Savannah Sparrow, Oct. 14; Lark 
Sparrow, Sept. 12; Slate-colored Junco (2 records) 
Oct. 2 and Oct. 23; Tree Sparrow, Nov. 8 
(winters); Chipping Sparrow, Oct. 3; White-
crowned Sparrow, Aug. 29 (winters); Golden-
crowned Sparrow, (5 records) Sept. 19-Oct. 9; Fox 
Sparrow, disappeared in late August; Lincoln's 
Sparrow, Sept. 4-Sept. 29. Possibly the most 
outstanding record for the fall was a Tennessee 
Warbler recorded Sept. 13 (and collected to verify 
the identification). This is apparently the first 
record of this species for Idaho. In the 
southeastern corner of Washington and 
northeastern corner of Oregon, fall migration 
seemed to be much more dull than usual. Birds 
lingered longer, and no striking movements 
appeared. Ducks and geese were plentiful during 
October and November, but most species moved 
on by the early part of December.—ERNEST S. 
BOOTH Walla Walla College, College Place, Wash. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1949 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather over 
most of the region was abnormally hot and dry 
during August and throughout most of September. 
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The month of October was somewhat cold and 
storm and the first snow fell in the mountains and 
at the higher elevations about Oct. 20. This snow 
fall, was not heavy and the weather moderated 
again. The month of November was mild, with 
above normal temperatures. The first freeze-up 
and snowfall in the valleys occurred on Dec. 10. 
This cold front from the north just about 
completed the fall migration through this region. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—Only one report of the 
Horned Grebe was received for the period; that 
from Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Armagast, who observed 
2 of these birds on Oct. 16 near Alamosa. Colo. 
They also reported 4 Eared Grebes last seen Nov. 
6th and 3 Pied-billed Grebes on Nov. 3 in this 
same general area. Eared Grebes were noted 
through-out the summer at Bear River Refuge, and 
the peak concentration of 150 was reached on Oct. 
16. On Nov. 28 a total of 35 were observed. John 
E. Schwartz reported a concentration of 75 Ears 
Grebes on Oct. 7 at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge 
in northern Nevada. C. W. Lockerbie observed 25 
Eared Grebes at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Oct. 8. 
E. C. D. Marriage reported 5 Eared Grebes on a 
pond near Carson, Nev., Aug. 17; he suggests that 
they probably nested in that area. He also reported 
1 Western Grebe observed on Nov. 29 in this 
same general area. Western Grabs were common 
at Bear River Refuge all summer and fall; the peak 
concentration of 1,500 was reached about Nov. 1; 
only 4 were observed on Nov. 28. On this same 
date, 40 Pied-billed Grebes 
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were observed on the Refuge. White Pelicans were 
abundant all summer and fall at the Bear River 
Refuge; 4000 were estimated on Sept. 30; the last 
observed about Nov. 15. C. W. Lockerbie reported 
150 White Pelicans at Farmington Bay on Oct. 8, 
and Dr. Oliver K. Scott observed 1 at Pathfinder 
Reservoir, Wyoming, on Oct. 16.  
 

Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—Double-crested 
Cormorants nested at Bear River Refuge as usual, 
and a peak concentration of 550 was reached, Sept. 
30; by Nov. 28 only 2 or 3 remained. On Oct. 8, 
Lockerbie reported 50 at Farmington Bay, Utah. 
Two Great Blue Herons were reported at Sheldon 
National Antelope Refuge on Nov. 30 (J.E.S.); 1 
near Carson, Nev., Nov. 29 (E.C.D.M.). At Bear 
River Refuge 175 were observed on Sept. 1, and 30 
on Nov. 28 (V.T.W.). A large concentration of 
Snowy Egrets, estimated at 2,000, was observed in 
the vicinity of Farmington Bay, Utah, by Kenneth 
Tanner on Sept. 6. Lockerbie reported less than 
100 remaining on Sept. 11, and only 10 observed, 
Oct. 8. At B.R.R. an estimated 2,000 were present 
on Sept. 1, and 5 were observed as late as Nov. 28. 
A migrating flight of White-faced Ibis was 
reported by Bill Bader near Decker Lake, Utah, on 
Sept. 2, when he observed 9 successive flocks of 
about 500 birds each passing by, flying very high. 
The White-faced Ibis population at the Bear River 
Refuge was estimated at 1,800 Aug. 15, and on 
Sept. 30 only 2 were noted. Black-crowned Night 
Herons were present in about the usual numbers 
at the B.R.R.; an estimated 200 were present on 
Sept. 1, and 75 were observed Nov. 28. 
 
Waterfowl.—Sixteen Whistling Swans were reported 
at Sheldon National Antelope Refuge, Oct. 27, and 
a few still present, Nov. 30 (J.E.S.). At the B.R.R., 
Whistling Swans appeared to be more abundant 
this fall than for a number of years; at the peak of 
the fall migration, about Nov. 15, it was estimated 
that there were 16,000 swans on the Refuge and 
immediate surrounding area. The Canada Geese 
were represented by the rare or Great Basin 
Canada Goose at B.R.R. in about the usual 
numbers, estimated at 2,600 on Nov. 28. The 
northern breeding, smaller subspecies, or Lesser 
Canada Goose, appeared to be more abundant; 
several flocks, estimated in all at about 3,000 were 
observed on Nov. 15 on the grease-wood knolls 
and mud flats in the northwest part of the refuge. 
E. C. D. Marriage reported that heavy rains in 
western Nevada on Nov. 9 had the effect of 
driving many flocks of Canada Geese and other 
birds on south, and no concentration was noted in 
the vicinity of Carson City. He estimated 2,000 
Canada Geese present in November. At Sheldon 
Antelope Refuge 250 Great Basin Canada Geese 
were present, Nov. 1, and 150 estimated, Nov. 30; 
also 125 Lesser Canada Geese were observed, Oct. 
26 and 26 were noted on Nov. 23 (J.E.S.). William 
O. Deshler reported a concentration of 
approximately 3000 Canada Geese along the Bear 
River in the vicinity of Cokeville, Wyo.; peak 
concentration was reached about Nov. 10. Two 
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small flocks of Snow Geese, estimated at 50 birds, 
were noted by Kenneth Tanner at Farmington 
Bay, Utah, Oct. 13. At B.R.R., the fall migration of 
Snow Geese reached its peak near Nov. 15 when 
9500 were estimated on the area; some were still 
present, Dec. 1. Dr. Scott reported a concentration 
of approximately 1,200 Canada Geese and 6 Lesser 
Snow Geese at Pathfinder Reservoir, Wyoming, on 
Oct. 16. E. C. D. Marriage reported the poorest 
waterfowl hunting season in the past 10 years near 
Carson, Nev. Due to the heavy storm on Nov. 9, 
most of the local ducks moved out, and the 
northern birds that followed passed on by in the 
warm clear weather that followed. William O. 
Deshler reported that the concentration of ducks 
in the Cokeville area was much later than last year. 
He estimated the local Mallard population at 1,500 
birds and the peak migration at approximately 
5,000. Some Mallards overwinter in this area on 
the warm springs and sloughs. At B.R.R. the peak 
Mallard population was estimated at 60,000 birds 
about Sept. 1; by Nov. 28 the population had 
dropped to an estimated 20,000. At Sheldon 
Antelope Refuge 500 were noted on Oct. 10, and a 
few remained through Nov. 30. Following are a 
few peak concentration figures for the more 
common species of ducks at Bear River Refuge: 
Gadwall, 37,000, Oct. 16; Baldpate, 87,000, Oct. 
16; Pintail, 500,000, Sept. 1; Green-winged Teal, 
220,000, Oct. 16; Cinnamon Teal, 4500, Aug. 31; 
Shoveller, 55,000, Oct. , 16; Redhead, 26,000, July 
11; Canvas-back, 34,000, Oct. 16; Lesser Scaup, 
4,000, Nov. 1; Ruddy, 1,200, Oct. 16; Am. 
Merganser, 400, Nov. 28, and Red-breasted 
Merganser, 2,000, Nov. 1. One Old-squaw was 
taken by a hunter at B.R.R., Nov. 11. 
 
Vultures, Hawks, and Eagles.—Lockerbie reported 
22 Turkey Vultures in one flock, south of Beaver, 
Utah, Aug. 18. He reported Nighthawks abundant 
in Beaver County; a count made on Aug. 20 
between Milford and Beaver totaled 187 birds. 
Near Carson City, Nev., 7 Turkey Vultures were 
observed on Oct. 14 by E. C. D. Marriage. 
Swainson's Hawk and Ferruginous Hawk were 
reported as fairly common summer and autumn 
residents at Sheldon Antelope Refuge; also Golden 
Eagles were more numerous than for the past 4 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Armagast reported flushing a 
Golden Eagle from the edge of the road with their 
car and coming within a few feet of hitting it; this 
happened on the Cochetopa Pass road in the San 
Juan Mts. Two Bald and 4 Golden Eagles were 
observed at B.R.R., Nov. 30; 6 Rough-legged 
Hawks and 2 Peregrine Falcons were observed on 
the same date. 
 

Rails and Coots.—E.C.D. Marriage reported both 
Virginia and Sora Rails on the increase and nesting 
at the Buckbrush Gun Club along the  
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Carson River in Nevada. He also noted 1 Florida 
Gallinule trapped on Nov. 29 near Hot Springs, 
Nev. John E. Schwartz reported 46 Sandhill 
Cranes at Sheldon Refuge, Nov. 30. He also noted 
150 Coots, Oct. 6, at the same Refuge. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—At Sheldon Refuge, 
Nev., Schwartz reported 12 Killdeers and 8 
Dowitchers on Oct. 7. At Farmington Bay, Utah, 
Lockerbie noted 1,000 Avocets on Sept. 11, and 14 
on Nov. 13; Black-necked Stilts, 100 on Sept. 11; 
Wilson's Phalaropes, 100 on Sept. 11; Ring-billed 
Gull, 10 on Aug. 14 and 1,000, Oct. 30; Forster's 
Tern, 15 on Sept. 11; Black Tern, 100 on Aug. 14. 
The following are a few figures on peak 
concentrations of shorebirds as observed and 
estimated at the B.R.R.: Killdeer, 100, Nov. 28; 
Long-billed Curlew, 15, Aug. 15; Lesser 
Yellowlegs, 150, Sept. 15; Dowitcher, 7,500, Sept. 
16; Western Sandpiper, 6,000, Aug. 30; Marbled 
God-wit, 3,500, Sept. 1; Avocet, 6,500, Aug. 15; 
Black-necked Stilt, 5,000, Aug. 15; California Gull, 
2,500, Aug. 15; Ring-billed Gull, 1,800, Nov. 1; 
Franklin's Gull, 150, Sept. 1; Forster's Tern, 4,000, 
Aug. 15; Caspian Tern, 100, Sept. 1; Black Tern, 
3,000, Sept. 1. The fall migration of shorebirds 
through the B.R.R. appeared to be about normal 
with the exception of the various species of 
sandpipers; they were not so abundant as in 
previous years. 
 
Doves.—J. E. Schwartz reported Mourning Doves 
relatively numerous until late August, and that 
most flocks had departed by Sept. 15 from the 
Sheldon Refuge. An increase in numbers was 
noted by E. C. D. Marriage, who advised that they 
were very common along the Carson River in 
Nevada. Mourning Doves were reported as quite 
common in the San Luis Valley, Colo. 
 
Passerine Birds.—Several hundred Violet-green and 
Cliff Swallows, with a sprinkling of Rough-winged 
and Barn Swallows, were observed at Beaver, 
Utah, Aug. 15 to 22 (C.W.L.). A large 
concentration of Barn Swallows was noted at 
B.R.R. during mid-September; the number 
estimated at 9000. Twelve hundred Cliff Swallows 
were observed at B.R.R. on Aug. 15. Carl E. Bauer 
observed a flock of 13 migrating Am. crows on 
Oct. 11, passing over Salt Lake City. E. R. Wilson 
noted between 200 and 30o Am. Crows passing 
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over his home at Centerville, Utah, on Oct. 18. 
Mountain Bluebirds were last noted on Oct. 29 at 
the Sheldon Refuge in Nevada (J.E.S.). One 
Loggerhead Shrike was observed at Pagosa 
Springs, west of Continental Divide, Nov. 5, 
(R.M.A.). E. R. Wilson reported a large migration 
of Robins over his farm at Centerville, Utah, on 
Oct. 18. He stated that flock after flock continued 
their flight south all day and that undoubtedly 
several thousand passed by. The flight preceded a 
heavy snowstorm the following day. Sixty Robins 
were observed in the San Luis Valley, Nov. 6, and 
too just west of Wolf Creek Pass and the 
Continental Divide, Nov. 5 (R.M.A.). Migrating 
Nashville, yellow and Macgillivray’s Warblers were 
observed at several points in southwestern Utah, 
Aug. 15 to 22; a flock of about 30 was seen in a 
weed lot at Milford, Utah (C.W.L.). Oregon Juncos 
were common at the Sheldon Refuge during 
October; 75 were observed on the 10th, and 15 on 
Oct. 22nd. Fifteen white-crowned Sparrows were 
also observed on Oct. 15, and 2 on Oct. 22 
(J.E.S.). T. A. Dewey reported an abundance of 
Gray-headed and Oregon Pink-sided Juncos on 
the east foothills at Salt Lake City, during the first 
week in October. Rex B. Snow observed a large 
migration of White-crowned Sparrows east of 
Peoa, Utah, on Oct. 22. He reported flocks of 
from 50 to 75 birds rising about him as he climbed 
up the mountainside, until he had flushed over 
1500 birds from their morning search for food 
under a light cover of snow. Seventy-seven 
Audubon's Warblers were noted near Salt Lake 
City, Oct. 9, and Oregon Juncos were common on 
Oct. 10 (C.W.L.). Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. 
Armagast reported 2 White-breasted Nuthatches, 
Oct. 16, and 3 Clark's Nutcrackers, Nov. 5, near 
Alamosa, Colo. 
 
Correction.—Delete from the report on the nesting 
season (Vol. 3, No. 5, p. 246) the sentence which 
starts 12 lines from the bottom of the second 
column and which reads: "Lockerbie reported 
long-billed curlew, solitary sandpiper, willet, knot, 
western sandpiper, least sandpiper, pectoral 
sandpiper, avocet and Wilson's phalarope nesting 
near Salt Lake City."—VANEZ T. WILSON and 
ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, 
Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1949 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
August and September were much warmer and 
drier than normal, except Sept. 14-21, which was 
cool, with showers. October averaged 3° below 

normal, with an early cold snap 18th to 20th, 
(except last last 5 days above normal); precipitation 
below normal. November was warmer than 
normal, with some rain and high winds. 

               
 
Loons through Herons —Common Loon first came 
to the Portland area, Oct. 30 (Millette) and north 
of Bellingham, Wash., Sept. 28 (Grove). They 
made a better showing at Comox, B. C., than 
earlier this year, with 12 seen, Oct. 14. Arctic 
Loons did not show up in usual large numbers 
(Pearse); were seen at Blaine, Wash., Oct. 2 
(Grove). At Comox, 60 Red-necked Grebes came 
in, Sept. 26. Horned Grebes were well up to 
average, and still passing through in numbers, 
Nov. 14. Western Grebes were scarce, except for 
an early migration of 1,500±, Sept. 7 (Pearse). 
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A large flock of Westerns were at Bellingham, 
Sept. 28 (Grove). Six Pink-footed Shearwaters, 
Oct. 5, on central coast of Oregon, were late 
(Evenden). Many Sooty, and 1 Slender-billed 
Shearwaters were seen in the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca, Nov. 5 (Pearse). An unusual sight was 25 
Fork-tailed and 90-100 Leach's Petrels in E. Strait 
of Juan de Fuca, July 14 (Clark). White Pelicans 
(68) were seen in Lane County, Ore. (rare west of 
Cascades), Sept. 2 (Evenden). Brandt’s 
Cormorants were coming in north of Bellingham, 
Sept. 28 (Grove). Pelagic Cormorants came 
through Comox, Oct. 28 (Pearse). One of 3 Green 
Herons was collected at Snohomish, Wash., Aug. 
22 (Eddy). This is slightly farther north than this 
species has been recorded previously in 
Washington. Higman saw them there several times 
in past years. Three Am. Egrets, rare west of the 
Cascades, were seen in Lane Co., Oreg., Sept. 2 
(Evenden). 
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Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Whistling Swans- were 
migrating at Comox, Nov. 14 (Pearse); 6 were seen 
east of Seattle, Nov. 13 (Hagenstein). Many 
Canada Geese were noted migrating at Comox, at 
the end of the period. A great migration passed 
over Seattle the first two weeks in November; last 
heard, Nov. 26 (Hagen.). White-fronted Geese 
were heard over Comox, Aug. 7, and about 50 
were seen Aug. 25 (Pearse). Over 1,000 were 
migrating at Grays Harbor, Wash., Sept. 7 
(McMannama), and came to Portland, Sept. 25 
(Bartlett). Snow Geese were migrating at Comox, 
Nov. 14. A late nesting of Mallard was recorded at 
Seattle, Sept. 10 (Higman). All ducks were few at 
Comox in early part of period but increased in 
November. Buffle-head were numerous in 
October, scarce in November until the 28th, then 
an unusual number appeared (Pearse). Ducks came 
in well in the Puget Sound area, and about on time 
(Eddy, et al.). A female Wood Duck was at Green 
Lake, and a European Widgeon at S. Seattle 
marshes the last of November (McM., Cannon). 
An estimated 2,000 Surf and White-winged Scoters 
were at Comox, Oct. 9. Baldpates and Pintails 
reached the Oregon coast, Oct. 3. Four Blue or 
Cinnamon Teal (both uncommon west of Mts.) 
were in Benton Co., and 11 in Lane Co., Ore., 
Sept. 2 (Evenden). At Portland, Gadwalls arrived, 
Oct. 23; a European Widgeon, Oct. 15; Baldpates, 
Sept. 25; Pintails, Green-winged and Cinnamon 
Teal, Sept. 17; Shovellers, Sept. 25; Ring-necked 
Ducks, Canvas-back and Buffle-heads, Oct. 23; 
Ruddy Duck, Sept. 25 (Ore. Aud. Soc.). About 500 
Hooded Mergansers were seen at Comox, Oct. 
27(Pearse).  
 
Grouse, Cranes.—Blue Grouse seemed fewer at 
Comox, but Ruffed Grouse were evidently on the 
upgrade. Sandhill Cranes (canadensis) seemed to be 
doing well. About 300 were on Sauvies Is., near 
Portland, Oct. 10 (Haldeman, Bartlett). 
 
Shorebirds.—Shorebirds showed up well through-
out the region. A Snowy Plover, Sept. 10, was a 
first for the Portland area (Bartlett). At Comox, a 
flock of 40 Killdeer was seen, Oct. 9; Pectoral 
Sandpipers were above average; Baird's were more 
numerous, climaxed by a flock of 100, Sept. 19. 
The rare Stilt Sandpiper was recorded, Sept. 11 
(Pearse). An unestimated number of shorebirds 
lined the ocean beaches near Grays Harbor, Sept. 
7, mainly Western Sandpipers and Sanderlings, 
with lesser numbers of Snowy, Semipalmated and 
Black-bellied Plovers. Red-backed Sandpipers were 
just coming in. Notable were 12 Baird's and 1 rare 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Nov. 11, in very stormy 
weather, the thousands of shorebirds were mainly 

Sanderlings and Red-backed Sandpipers, with a 
large number of Black-bellied Plovers and 2 Red 
Phalaropes (McM.). Shorebirds were plentiful in 
migration in the Seattle area. More Yellowlegs 
stopped at the S. Seattle marshes, the Lessers 
predominating; last seen, Oct. 10 (Cannon). 
Western Sandpipers were present in large numbers 
on beaches of San Juan and Skagit Co., Wash., 
Aug. 14 (Goodge), and on east shore of Lake 
Washington, Sept. 28 (Hagenstein). On the 
northern Oregon coast, Sept. 18, 14 Semipalmated 
Plovers, 1 Ruddy and 2 Black Turnstones, 3 
Wandering Tattlers and 12 Least Sandpipers were 
seen (McNab, Millette). On the central Oregon 
coast, 26 Black-bellied Plovers (uncommon) were 
seen, Oct. 6 (Evenden). Semipalmated and Black-
bellied Plovers, Pectoral and Baird's Sandpipers, 
and Northern Phalaropes were at Portland, Sept. 
10-17 (Ore. Aud. Soc.). 
 
Gulls, Terns.—Two Jaegers were noted at Comox. 
From its size, 1 was thought to be the rare 
Pomarine (Pearse). One Pomarine was seen, Aug. 
23, in Strait of Juan de Fuca (Clark), and on Puget 
Sound, north of Seattle, Aug. 31 (Cannon). At 
Comox, the gull population seemed to be poor, 
with less than usual number migrating. An 
immature Ring-billed, Sept. 19, and an adult, Sept. 
26, were rare. Short-billed Gulls were unusually 
numerous the first half of period. Bonaparte's 
Gulls left early (Pearse). They were common in 
San Juan Is., Wash., Aug. 14 (Goodge). At Green 
Lake, Seattle, 6 or more Herring, 500-1,000 Short-
billed (numbers fluctuated), and considerable 
numbers of California Gulls were around the last 
of period. At Grays Harbor, Nov. 11, Glaucous-
winged, California and Bonaparte's Gulls appeared 
to be migrating. One imm. Kittiwake was seen 
(McM.). On the central Oregon coast, Oct. 6, 
several hundred California and Western Gulls were 
seen, with 4 Bonaparte's and 3 Heermann's Gulls, 
and 3 Kittiwakes (Evenden). Ring-billed and 
Short-billed gulls came to the Portland area, Oct. 
15 (Bartlett, Seamon). Three rare Sabine's Gulls 
were seen off Port Townsend, Wash., Aug. 23; 
also at Seattle, Aug. 29 (Clark). 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Gordon Alcorn 
thought the Mourning Dove is extending its range  
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west of the Cascades. A pair was recorded near 
Bellingham, Sept. 8 (Grove), and reported at 
Comox, Oct. 6 (Pearse). Nighthawks left eastern 
Lake Washington, Sept. 11; Black Swifts, Sept. 16, 
and Rufous Hummingbirds, Sept. 5 (Hagenstein). 
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Kingfishers made some recovery at Comox. 
Woodpeckers were much fewer than in 1948. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—One Western Kingbird was 
seen at Yaquina Bay, Ore., Oct. 6 (Evenden). 
Western Flycatchers, and all Swallows left Comox 
early. Last dates for Western Flycatchers in the 
Seattle area were Aug. 13-14, and for Olive-sided, 
Aug. 11 (Hagenstein, Clark). Two Horned Larks 
(not common) were seen north of Bellingham, 
Sept. 28 (Grove). Last date for Violet-green 
Swallows in Seattle area was Sept. 19; Tree 
Swallows, Aug. 26; Barn Swallows, Sept. 19; Cliff 
Swallows and Purple Martins, Sept. 18 
(Hagenstein). A flock of 25-30 Violet-green 
Swallows was seen at Corvallis, Ore., Oct. 8 
(Evenden). Cliff Swallows were again a rarity at 
Comox, after having established a few colonies 
(Pearse). 
 
Chickadees through Wrens.—Most observers reported 
a scarcity of resident small birds, and a poor 
migration. This needs more analysis and future 
observation, especially in view of the successful 
nesting season. The unseasonably warm weather in 
November may have kept the birds from flocking, 
and in the hinterland, where there were no 
observers. Black-capped, Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees (scarce the past 2-3 years) showed an 
increase at Comox (Pearse); and at Seattle 
(Cannon). At Comox Red-breasted Nuthatches 
were very scarce, and Brown Creepers were below 
numbers of 1948. All observers noted the scarcity 
of Winter Wrens. The Long-billed Marsh Wren 
was singing at Medina, east of Seattle, Nov. 13 
(Hagenstein). 
 
Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—There was no 
extensive migration of Robins at Comox. They 
were not common the first of period at Bellingham 
(some young seen); about 100 seen, Sept. 13, and 
none the last of period (Grove). Large flocks were 
common in Corvallis, Oct. 8, some singing spring 
song (Evenden). Elizabeth Curtis reported the 
same for S. Seattle. Varied Thrushes were first 
seen east of Lake Washington, Nov. 15 (Hagen.); 
and at Portland, Sept. 25 (Layman). Olive-backed 
(Russet-backed) Thrushes were last noted in 
Seattle area, Sept. 7-9 (Hagenstein, Cannon). 
Western Bluebirds seemed entirely absent in the 
Comox area. Only 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
(usually plentiful in late autumn) was seen (Pearse). 
Am. Pipits returned to lowlands at Bellingham, 
Sept. 28 (Grove); Seattle, Sept. 19 (Cannon), and 
Portland, Sept. 17 (Ore. Aud. Soc.). About 300 
Cedar Waxwings at Comox, Nov. 17, were 
unusually late for a flock (Pearse). 

 
Vireos, Wood Warblers.—The Solitary Vireo was 
noted at Medina, Sept. 4 (Hagenstein), and was 
singing at Seattle, Sept. 9 (Cannon). Summer 
visitors and transients of this group left Comox 
early. Red-eyed Vireos and Orange-crowned 
Warblers were migrating in high Cascade Mts., 
Sept. 14 Cannon). A few young warblers were seen 
the last of August at Bellingham, where the Black-
throated Gray seemed as common as the Yellow; 
Macgillivray's was seen as late as Sept. 20 (Grove) 
A Nashville (Calaveras) Warbler was noted in 
northeastern Kitsap Co., Wash., Aug. 14 (Clark). 
Last dates for warblers in the Seattle area were 
Orange-crowned, Aug. 18; Yellow, Aug. 15; Black-
throated Gray, Sept. 4; Yellow-throat, Sept 11; 
Wilson's (Pileolated) , Aug. 14 (Hagenstein). 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Brewer's Blackbirds, 
increasing in the Comox area the past 20 years, are 
now only holding their own. Last of August a 
flock of 1500 was seen (Pearse). The last date for 
Western Tanagers in Seattle area was Sept 19 
(Hagenstein). 
 
Finches, etc.—Evening Grosbeaks were last seen at 
Medina, Oct. 29. Purple Finches were far below 
numbers of 1948 at Comox. Stanley Jewett 
thought the House Finch was becoming more than 
casual in northwestern Oregon. At Comox, Pine 
Siskins did not appear until the last of November 
(much later than usual). Red Crossbills were heard 
often during the first part of period; disappeared 
during the last part. Spotted Towhees were far 
below numbers of 1948. Except for a good 
migration of Savannahs, migrant sparrows were 
scarcely recorded (Pearse). So far no Oregon 
Juncos had come to the Comox area; other 
observers felt they were the most common small 
land bird. The last Chipping Sparrow was seen at 
Medina, Sept 23 (Hagenstein). What was identified 
as a Harris’s Sparrow, a very rare species in the 
North Pacific Coast Region, was seen in the 
Portland area, Oct. 3-11 (J. S. Williams). Two 
Lincoln's Sparrows were seen at Bellingham, Sept. 
18 (Grove), and at Portland, Sept. 10 (Oakes). 
Song Sparrows at Comox were far less than in 
1948. McMannama noted their scarcity north of 
Bellingham. For a species that stays close to its 
territory, this may have some significance. A 
Lapland Longspur at Comox, Oct. 7, was Pearse's 
2nd record.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, Univ. of Washington, Seattle 
5, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1949-50 
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PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In southeastern 
Washington and northeastern Oregon the winter 
of 1949-1950 was one of the most severe on 
record. Deep snow and subzero weather persisted 
for weeks, until we feared for the birdlife of the 
area. Hundreds of Western Meadowlarks, Horned 
Larks, Am. Robins, quail, and Ring-necked 
Pheasants died during the cold weather. Almost 
any cold day these birds could be found out in the 
roads trying to pick up bits of food in spots 
scraped bare by the snow plows. While a number 
of observers in this area watched for Snowy Owls, 
none were reported. Several were reported in 
eastern British Columbia. Bohemian Waxwings 
were common in the Walla Walla Valley 
throughout the cold weather, and did not leave 
until the middle of March—almost a month later 
than usual. Ducks and geese wintered in the Walla 
Walla area in large numbers, but food was scarce 
during the severe weather, causing heavy death toll 
among these birds. A few flocks of redpolls [Sp.] 
were noted in the wheat country of the Walla 
Walla valley. Thomas D. Burleigh reported the 
following from his area in northern Idaho: "The 
winter of 1949-50 was another exceptionally severe 
winter. The first snow fell early in December, and 
gradually increased in depth until by early January 
it was a foot deep. There was no perceptible thaw 
until the middle of February, so for two months 
and a half there was no bare ground, even in the 
most exposed situations. Subzero temperatures 
were experienced in December, but it was in 
January that conditions were most severe. Fifteen 
days during the month were characterized by sub-
zero temperatures, the lowest being 26 degrees 
below zero on January 31. Temperatures between 
10 and 18 degrees below zero were not 
uncommon, however, throughout the month. 
"The effect on birdlife of this abnormally severe 
weather was again quite noticeable. Red-shafted 
Flickers, Song Sparrows and juncos, relatively 
numerous in early December, were rarely seen by 
the last of January, and it is probable that the 
mortality was heavy. Am. Robins had apparently 
not recovered from the mortality of the past 
winter, for not over 12 birds were observed about 
Moscow in December and by early February only 
an occasional bird was seen. "Redpolls were 
conspicuous by their absence throughout the 
entire winter, but Horned Larks appeared in 
numbers in February and specimens taken were 
found to represent the northern race arcticola. Gray 
Shrikes were present in normal  
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numbers, being first recorded on October 23. 
"Unusual records, especially in view of the severe 
weather, were a Northern Killdeer seen Dec. 27 
and 5 Wilson's Snipe flushed on Paradise Creek on 
Dec. 28. The latter were noted at the same spot 
throughout January, and apparently survived the 
winter successfully. Approximately 200 Mallards 
also wintered on Paradise Creek. "Possibly the 
outstanding record for this interval was a Yellow-
shafted Flicker noted on Nov. 14, the first 
definite record for Idaho." Two Snowy Owls were 
reported in January, but this species was not 
personally observed so must be considered a rare 
bird in northern Idaho. Of interest, however, and 
possibly the result of the same conditions that 
caused the Snowy Owls to come south this winter 
in such large numbers, was the abundance of 
Short-eared Owls in the Palouse region. Normally 
scarce during the winter months this species was 
numerous and conspicuous throughout the winter. 
It was not uncommon to see 5 or 6 in the course 
of an hour spent in the field, resting on telephone 
poles or fence posts at the side of the roads. The 
first individuals were noted the latter part of 
October, and it was the first of February before 
any decrease in the numbers observed was 
apparent. "Bohemian Waxwings, present in past 
winters, were unusually abundant this year, flocks 
totaling fully 1,000 birds being seen in Moscow 
throughout January, feeding on the fruit of the 
Mountain Ash and the Russian Olive Tree. 
Evening Grosbeaks were present in normal 
numbers, scattered small flocks being seen 
wherever Box Elders afforded a food supply. Am. 
Tree Sparrows were noted during the early part of 
the winter, the last small flock being seen 
December 21. "As in previous winters there was a 
noticeable altitudinal migration of Mountain 
Chickadees from the higher ridges, small flocks 
appearing in November in the deciduous timber in 
the stream bottoms. Associated with them were 
Red-breasted Nuthatches and Brown Creepers. 
Bird notes from Yakima Co., Wash., by John B. 
Hurley stated: The sub-zero weather (25° below 
0°) took a heavy toll of the California Quail and 
also Chukar Partridges, over most of the County, 
with the exception of areas where birds were able 
to move into cultivated areas, farm lots, and the 
like, where they were able to obtain food in large 
enough quantity to sustain the heavy cold. In such 
areas as the sagebrush flats, extending for miles 
east of Yakima, on eight field trips to that area, we 
did not see or hear a single California Quail or 
Chukar Partridge, and only observed two Scaled 
Quail. The Lotus and Log Creek areas, both on the 
Yakima Indian Reservation, failed to show a sign 
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of any of the large numbers of California Quail 
usually found there. Spring migrants have been 
later than usual, and only the Horned Larks and 
Sage Sparrows reached their nesting grounds prior 
to Apr. 1. Brewer's Sparrows failed to show up on 
their way farther north; also a few of the earlier 
Sage Thrashers. Indications are that the nesting 
season will be from one to three weeks later than 
usual in 1950.—ERNEST S. BOOTH, Walla 
Walla College, College Place, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1949-50 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather during 
the past winter period was, as a general rule, 
considerably milder than that of a year ago 
throughout the Great Basin. The Uinta Basin, as 
well as most of the higher mountain areas, 
received considerable snow, in most cases above 
normal, and the present prospects are for a good 
water supply in most streams this coming summer. 
The lower Bear River and most of the shallow 
ponds and marsh areas were frozen over by Dec. 
15, and the temperature dropped to below zero on 
several days during the first part of January. The 
weather during February was relatively mild, and 
by the end of the month most streams and marsh 
areas were practically free of ice. The spring 
migration of waterfowl arrived at the Bear River 
marshes on schedule, starting during the latter part 
of February, and continuing on through March, 
with the various species appearing in about their 
usual numbers. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—The Western Grebe was last 
observed on the Bear River Refuge on Dec.15, 
when 5 were seen. The first spring arrivals were 
observed on Mar. 5. Six Pied-billed Grebes 
wintered at Bear River Refuge; their activities were 
confined to the small open holes in the ice below 
the river control gates. E. C. D. Marriage reported 
6 Eared Grebe observed, Dec. 3, at Buckbrush 
Gun Club, near Minden, Nev., also 1 Western 
Grebe on same date, and 2 Pied-billed Grebe on 
Dec. 6. Fred G. Evenden, Jr., observed the Eared 
Grebe at Klamath Lake, Ore., on Feb. 25, Western 
Grebe at Donner Lake, Calif., on Dec. 13, and at 
Walker Lake, Nev., on Dec. 15. He also observed 
the Pied--billed Grebe at Donner Lake, Calif., Jan. 
10, and at Pyramid Lake, Nev., on Dec. 13. White 
Pelicans were observed at Pyramid Lake on the 
same date, and at Stillwater Refuge, Nev., on Dec. 
15. John E. Schwartz reported 4 Pied-billed 
Grebes at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., on Mar. 20. Two 
White Pelicans were seen, Feb. 19, on the Snake 

River Refuge, and 10 on the Deer Flat Refuge in 
Idaho on Mar, 10, by Sheldon Dart. Two White 
Pelicans were observed at Bear River Refuge, Mar. 
1. C. W. Lockerbie reported 5 White Pelicans at 
B.R.R. on Mar. 5. R. C. Erickson reported 2 White 
Pelicans observed on Jan. 22, at Malheur Refuge, 
Ore., and 45 on Mar. 31. 
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Cormorants, Herons and Ibises.—Mrs. Lockerbie 
reported 4 Double-crested Cormorants at 
Farmington Bay, Utah, on Mar. 25. R. C. Erickson 
reported the Great Blue Heron present at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg., all winter, and 3oo observed on 
Mar. 31. A few Great Blue Herons wintered in the 
vicinity of Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (S.D.). C. W. 
Lockerbie reported that a Great. Blue Heron or 
two about our open water is a regular winter 
occurrence, but a flock of 15 observed on East 
Copper Lake, Salt Lake Co., on Jan. 1 is most 
unusual. Two Great Blue Herons were observed at 
BRR on Mar. 20. The first Snowy Egret arrived at 
BRR on Mar. 31, and 15 Black-crowned Night 
Herons on Mar. 28.  
 
Waterfowl.—R. C. Erickson reported a few 
Whistling Swans wintered at Malheur Refuge, 
Oreg.; 11 observed on Feb. 15, and 4,000 on Mar. 
22. J. E. Schwartz reported 2 Whistling Swans at 
Sheldon Refuge, Nev., on Feb. 27, and 200 Mar. 
24. Fourteen Whistling Swans were reported near 
Minden, Nev., on Dec. 6 (E.C.D.M.). F. G. 
Evenden, Jr., observed Whistling Swans at 
Stillwater Refuge and Walker Lake, Nev., on Dec. 
15. Lockerbie reported 23 Whistling Swans 
successfully wintered at the New State Gun Club, 
west of Salt Lake City. A few Canada Geese 
wintered at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., and 400 were 
observed on Feb. 11. Twenty Canada Geese 
(Cackling) were observed on Jan. 19, and 300 on 
Feb. 27; last seen on Mar. 10 (J.E.S.). Sheldon Dart 
reported Canada Geese as year-around residents at 
Deer Flat Refuge, with a concentration of 4,000 
observed on Dec. 20, 1949. William O. Deshler 
reported a few Canada Geese wintered along the 
upper Bear River in the vicinity of Cokeville, Wyo., 
and between 200 and 300 observed on Mar. 9. A 
number of Canada Geese (including Great Basin, 
Lesser, and Cackling Canada Geese) wintered at 
the Malheur Refuge; 150 Snow Geese were 
observed on Feb. 2, and a concentration of 20,000 
on Mar. 22 (R.C.E.). Seventeen Canada Geese 
were reported near Minden, Nev., on Dec. 6 
(E.C.D.M.). On Feb. 14, twenty-five Whistling 
Swans arrived at the Bear River Refuge, and by 
Mar. 17 the number had increased to an estimated 
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8,000; the first Canada Geese arrived on Jan. 22; a 
flock of 73 Snow Geese was observed on Feb. 19, 
and a concentration of 6,000 was observed on 
Mar. 4. E. C. D. Marriage reported the Mallard as 
still the most common duck in the vicinity of 
Minden, Nev.-50 observed on Dec. 6. He reported 
Gadwall, Baldpate, and Redhead as showing a 
decrease in numbers for the period in the Minden-
Carson area, with an increase in Pintails, Green-
winged Teal, and Shovellers. He also reports a 
decrease in Canvas-back in all areas of Western 
Nevada. R. C. Erickson reported a number of 
Mallards, Gadwalls, Baldpates, Pintails, Green-
winged Teal, Redheads, Lesser Scaup, Golden-eyes 
[Sp.] as wintering at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. At 
Sheldon Refuge, Nev., John E. Schwartz reported 
a few Mallards and Green-winged Teal present all 
winter; he reported 500 Gadwalls present on Mar. 
18; 1,500 Mallards on same date; 100 Baldpates on 
Mar. 8; 2,500 Pintails on Mar. 3; 150 Cinnamon 
Teal on Mar. 17; 200 Shovellers, Mar. 20; 30 
Redheads, Mar. 30; and 50 Lesser Scaup, Mar. 20. 
At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, 117,000 Mallards 
were estimated as present on Dec. 20; also 23,400 
Baldpates, 15,600 Pintails; 3,900 Green-winged 
Teal; and 5,800 Am. Golden-eye (S.D.). Several 
pairs of Mallard wintered on Pine Creek, a 
tributary of Bear River, near Cokeville, Wyo.; 
about Mar. 5, Mallards were seen in large flocks, 
and at the end of March about 700 were in the 
area (Deshler). On Mar. 13, there were 180 
Mallards near Reno, Nev.; also Baldpates, Pintails, 
Green-winged Teal, Shovellers, Am. Golden-eye 
and Ruddy Ducks were observed in the area 
before Dec. 15; after this date a freeze-up forced 
all ducks from the area and no more were seen 
until Jan. 10 when a few Baldpates and Lesser 
Scaup were observed (Evenden) . Lockerbie 
reported that ducks representing 16 species, to the 
limit of the open water carrying capacity, spent 
most of the winter at the New State Gun Club 
west of Salt Lake City; of these ducks, Pintails far 
outnumbered the other species, with Mallards 2nd, 
and Green-winged Teal 3rd. Also 200 Gadwalls 
were observed on two occasions during the winter 
at East Copper Lake, Salt Lake County, which is 
big winter news, as in past winters the usual count 
was only 2 or 3 Gadwalls on one day's birding; 
another unusual observation was 22 Lesser Scaup 
counted at Farmington Bay, Utah, on Jan. 1 
(Lockerbie). Julia and Robert M. Armagast 
reported first arrival of 94 Mallards and 44 Pintails 
north of Alamosa, Colo., on Feb. 19. At Bear 
River Refuge, Utah, 300 Mallards were first seen 
on Jan. 23, and had increased to 30,000 by Mar. 
31; Gadwalls first seen (10) on Mar. 5, with 10,000 
present Mar. 31; other counts at B.R.R. on Mar. 

31; Baldpates, 24,000; Pintails, 115,000; Green-
winged Teal, 140,000; Cinnamon Teal, 3,700; 
Shovellers, 14,000; Redheads, 7,800; Lesser Scaup, 
40,300. 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the 
Goshawk, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, 
Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Marsh Hawk, and 
Prairie Falcon were winter residents (R.C.E.). Four 
Bald Eagles were observed near Alamosa, Colo., 
by Mr. and Mrs. Armagast, which is the first time 
they have seen this species in the area in the 2½ 
years they have been reporting. They report the 
Marsh Hawk as common in the area. Near Salt 
Lake City, 11 species of hawks, including 1 Pigeon 
Hawk, have been observed, but the numbers of 
each have been small (C.W.L.). At B.R.R., 
Lockerbie and field party observed 33 Bald Eagles 
and 5 Golden Eagles on Mar. 5; also the Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Ferruginous, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, 
Prairie Falcon, and Peregrine Falcon were present 
in small numbers. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Oliver K. Scott reported that 
Sage Hens appear to be on the increase near 
Casper, Wyo. Fifteen were observed dancing Mar. 
30 at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (R.C.E.). California 
Quail & Ring-necked Pheasants are residents at 
B.R.R.  
 
Rails to Doves.—The Virginia Rail appeared to be 
on the increase near Carson City, Nev. 
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(E.C.D.M.). Erickson reported 8o Sandhill Cranes 
at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on Mar. 1. Am. Coots 
were reported as common throughout most of the 
region. Lockerbie reported that the Ring-billed 
Gull showed a decrease from previous years near 
Salt Lake City; 1 Spotted Sandpiper (observer's 
2nd winter record) was reported in same area 
(Thayer Evans). The Killdeer was common during 
March at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, and was the 
only shorebird noted there during period (S.D.). 
Killdeer (1) arrived at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., on 
Feb. 23, and California Gulls (3) on Mar. 1 
(R.C.E.). At B.R.R. the Ring-billed Gull, California 
Gull and Killdeer arrived late in February, the Am. 
Avocet and Greater Yellow-legs arrived early in 
March, and the Long-billed Curlew and Herring 
Gull arrived late in March. Mourning Doves 
increased in Ormsby and Douglas Counties, Nev., 
during the year (E.C.D.M.). 
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Owls.—Lockerbie reported that, with exception of 
Short-eared Owls, all owls have been scarce in the 
vicinity of Salt Lake City, Utah. Two Pygmy Owls 
wintered at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho (S.D.). Long-
eared Owls and Short-eared Owls, and Horned 
Owls wintered at Malheur Refuge, Oreg.; the 
Horned Owls were nesting on March 31 (R.C.E.). 
The Burrowing Owl increased during the year in 
Douglas and Ormsby Counties, Nev. (E.G.D.M.) 
 
Passerine Birds.—Say's Phoebes were reported as 
being present on Feb. 25 at Malheur Refuge, Nev. 
(R.C.E.); one first arrival was noted on Feb. 19 
near Salt Lake City (C.W.L.); and a pair returned to 
Alamosa, Colo., on Mar. 27 (Armagast). Lockerbie 
reported a decided decrease in number of Horned 
Larks, Am. Robins, House Finches, and White-
crowned Sparrows near Salt Lake City. Fifty 
Horned Larks were noted at Sheldon Refuge, 
Cedarville, Calif., by Schwartz, who also reported 
the presence of Oregon Juncos, Long-billed Marsh 
Wrens, Loggerhead Shrikes, and Mountain 
Bluebirds. Tree Swallows arrived at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg., Mar. 3, and Barn Swallows, Feb. 26; 
the Bush-tit, Dipper, Rock Wren, Mountain 
Bluebird, Gray Shrike, Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Brewer's Blackbird, Spotted Towhee, Oregon 
Junco, Chipping Sparrow, and Song Sparrow are 
winter residents at Malheur (R.C.E.). Piñon Jays 
congregated in flocks during winter near Alamosa, 
Colo., where 355 were observed on Jan. 2, 
according to Armagast, who also reported Robins, 
Brewer's Blackbirds, House Finches, Oregon 
Junco, Gray-headed Junco, and White-crowned 
Sparrow as wintering in the area. A Dipper (Jan. 
13), a Brown Creeper (Mar. 29), and a Hermit 
Thrush (Mar. 31) were observed by Marriage near 
Carson City, Nev., who reported that Am. Robins 
are increasing in that area. Evening Grosbeaks 
were especially numerous during February and 
March near Casper, Wyo., where they have 
previously been rare; also 50 Snow Buntings were 
observed on Jan. 2 in that area (Scott) . The Slate-
colored Junco was a winter resident at the Deer 
Flat Refuge, Idaho (S.D.). A Pine Grosbeak was 
observed near Klamath Lake, Oreg., Feb. 22 
(F.G.E.). Lockerbie reported the following rare 
observations from his Christmas Bird Count in 
vicinity of Salt Lake City; 2 Lesser Goldfinches 
(Mrs. S. L. Tainter), 6 Common Redpolls (Thayer 
Evans), 1 Green-tailed Towhee (T. T. Dewey), 3 
Harris's Sparrows and 3 Gray Jays (Rex Snow); 
also 3 male Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 
observed on Jan. 1.—VANEZ T. WILSON and 
ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Refuge, 
Brigham, Utah. 
 

 
The Winter Season, 1949-50 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
The period saw several long-standing weather 
records broken. December was windy; gusts of 
over 40 m.p.h. distributed over 9 days; 
temperature and precipitation normal. January was 
much the coldest since 1893. For 3 to 6 weeks 
temperatures ranged from sub-zero to 14°, with 
daily maxima 32° or lower, depending on local 
topography or distance from salt water. An 
unprecedented blizzard brought a record snowfall, 
with drifts, which continued at intervals until the 
first week in February. From Feb. 7 to the end of 
period, temperatures were nearly normal; rain 
much above average. Those reporting noticed a 
scarcity of commonly wintering species. At Seattle, 
Garrett Eddy reported the extreme weather forced 
alcids close to the docks; other open-water birds 
were driven close to shore. Oil was accidentally 
discharged along the water front, causing 
considerable damage. The amount of snow, and 
freezing of small bodies of fresh water caused 
birds of all kinds to concentrate at larger bodies of 
fresh water, and in the vicinity of salt water. 
Garrett Eddy thought extreme changes in habitats 
caused birds to move a few miles from where they 
normally winter. Many migrant land birds, which 
often winter in the central part of the region, may 
have moved farther south (Cannon). At Comox, 
Theed Pearse reported the ground was covered 
with snow for 6 weeks, sometimes 6 feet deep, and 
temperatures much below normal. The break-up 
was very late. 
 
Loons through Herons.—Loons were scarce at 
Comox the last of the period. Common, Arctic 
and Red-throated Loons, at least 50 Red-necked 
and several Horned Grebes were seen, Dec. 12 
(Pearse). At Green Lake, Seattle, there were 6-8 
Western, and 10-12 Pied-billed Grebes (Ransom). 
About 100 Pelagic Cormorants were at Comox, 
Dec. 12. Only 1 Great Blue Heron was seen after 
the cold spell; found dead later (Pearse). There 
were 3-4 at Green Lake (Ransom). Two Am. 
Bitterns wintered in the University swamp, Seattle; 
1 was picked up, very emaciated, and later died 
(Higman). 
 
Swans and Geese.—Five Whistling Swans flew low 
over Lake Kendall, east of Bellingham, Wash., for 
15 min. in fog, Dec. 20 (Sawyer); 9 were seen at 
Medina, eastern shore Lake Washington, Dec. 29 
(Hagenstein). Canada Geese went over Comox, 
Dec. 4; one of the smaller subspecies of the 
Canada Goose was seen at Medina, Dec. 4, 18. 
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Brant were present in fair numbers along the 
shores of Puget Sound near Seattle, (Eddy); 
plentiful after Feb. 20 (Cannon). Six White-fronted 
Geese were observed flying north, over Comox, 
Feb. 15, 2 months early (Fryer). Three years ago 
the wintering Snow Goose population on the 
Skagit River delta, Wash., was up to 35,000. Last 
year it dropped to  
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20,000, and this year to 16,000. The ratio of 
juvenals to adults was 1.5%, apparently due to 
poor nesting seasons the past two years (Jeffries).  
 
Ducks.—The Christmas census at Comox showed 
a general shortage of ducks. Baldpates were in 
poor shape; 1 or 2 Pintails wintered (unusual), and 
a flock was seen in February (Pearse). Miss 
McMannama thought more ducks of all species 
died in the Seattle area. At least 1 European 
Widgeon was in the Seattle area, seen in S. Seattle 
marsh (Cannon), at Green Lake, Nov. 23 
(Ransom), and at Medina, Jan. 8 (Hagenstein). 
Two were seen at Comox the first half of January 
(Fryer). Several hundred Baldpates, 6-8 Green-
winged Teal, 50-60 Shovellers (not in usual 
numbers), 1 male Pintail (Jan. 5), 75-100 Lesser 
Scaups, 15-20 Am. Golden-eyes, and 25-30 Buffle-
heads wintered at Green Lake. The female Wood 
Duck was found to carry a poultry band (Ransom, 
McMannama). Am. Golden-eyes were seen 
frequently at Medina, Dec. 4 to Feb. 23, and 
Harlequin Ducks, Mar. 5. Canvas-backs, Lesser 
Scaups and Ruddy Ducks, uncommon in winter, 
were seen north of Eugene, Oreg., Dec. 26 
(Evenden). The ducks at Westport, Wash., Jan. 2, 
were mostly Surf Scoters, seen on the lagoon 
(Larrison). Thirty-five to 40 Ruddy Ducks were at 
Green Lake here 1 was found dead (Ransom). 
Through an unfortunate error in the Autumn 
Season report, 500 Hooded Mergansers were 
reported at Comox, Oct. 27. This number should 
have been 50. Two female Hooded (Jan. 10), 6-8 
American, and at least 200 Red-breasted 
Mergansers were noted at Green Lake (Ransom). 
Hooded Mergansers were at Medina, Dec. 4 to 
Jan. 22, and Am. Mergansers, Jan. 22 (Hagenstein). 
Very few Red-breasted Mergansers were seen at 
Comox (Pearse). 
 
Eagles and Hawks.—Except for an occasional Bald 
Eagle, a Gyrfalcon (white phase, seen twice), and a 
Goshawk (seen once), no predators were found 
around Comox (Pearse, Fryer). A Red-tailed Hawk 
was at Medina, and a Bald Eagle was seen, Jan. 8 
(uncommon) (Hagenstein). 

 
Quails, Rails and Coots.—Eddy thought there were 
some casualties among California Quail in the 
Seattle area. Virginia Rails, usually summer 
residents around Corvallis, Oreg., were seen, Feb. 
2 (Marshall). Three wintered in the University 
swamp, Seattle (Higman). Am. Coots moved in 
numbers to the shores of Puget Sound near Seattle 
in January (Eddy). 
 
Shorebirds.—There was too much high water in 
tidelands and marshy places near Seattle for 
shorebirds; even the usually plentiful Killdeer was 
scarce. Dowitchers and Wilson's Snipe were seen 
only once, Feb. 28 (Cannon). Killdeer seemed to 
disappear at Comox after the cold weather. An old 
female Willet was collected by H. M. Laing. It is 
the first authenticated record for British Columbia. 
Greater Yellow-legs were at Comox the first half 
of January (Pearse, Fryer). Shorebirds seemed to 
be much fewer at Westport, Mar. 23 
(McMannama). Small flocks of Sanderling were on 
the beach, Jan. 2 (Larrison). They were as plentiful 
usual all winter on Alki beach, Seattle. 
 
Gulls and Alcids.—There were only 100-200 
Glaucous-winged Gulls at Comox, instead of the 
usual great numbers. A California and a Ring-billed 
Gull, unusual in winter, were included in the 
Christmas count (Pearse). At Westport, Jan. 2, 
there were few gulls, mostly Western (Larrison). At 
Green Lake there were 25-40 Short-billed Gulls 
with the many Glaucous-winged. Bonaparte's 
Gulls, usually fairly common at Seattle, were 
seldom seen; first large flock, Mar. 28 (Cannon). 
Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, Rhinoceros 
Auklets and Marbled Murrelets moved in from 
more open water to protected stretches of lower 
Puget Sound during January (Eddy, Cannon). 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
were frequently seen at Medina, Dec. 3 to Mar. 23 
(Hagenstein). Woodpeckers seemed to be very 
badly hit at Comox; none were seen after the cold 
spell (Pearse). The uncommon Yellow-shafted 
Flicker was seen at Medina, Jan. 2, 26. Several 
reports of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were received 
from various parts of Seattle (unusual in winter). 
Hairy Woodpeckers were hard hit at Everson, 
northeast of Bellingham, Wash. (McMannama). 
 
Magpies through Wrens.—An irregular Black-billed 
Magpie was seen in West Seattle all winter 
(McMannama). One was reported at Comox, 
where there was an absence of the usual flocks of 
crows. No chickadees were seen at Comox after 
the cold weather (Pearse). At Green Lake there 
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were 25-30 Black-capped Chickadees (Ransom). 
Winter Wrens, previously locally abundant, were 
not seen nor heard at Lake Kendall (Sawyer). 
Bewick's Wrens, almost exterminated a few 
winters ago at Comox, seem to have done better 
this year. 
 
Thrushes through Warblers.—Am. Robins and Varied 
Thrushes congregated in a ¼-mile strip near salt 
water in the Seattle area during the cold spell 
(Eddy). Several hundred Robins and a few Varied 
Thrushes were at Green Lake (Ransom). A flock 
of 50 Robins wintered at Comox. Varied Thrushes 
appeared during the cold spell, but in no great 
numbers. No kinglets had been seen at Comox to 
end of report, and only 2 Cedar Waxwings 
(Pearse). Both Golden-crowned and Ruby-
crowned Kinglets were scarce around Seattle until 
the latter part of March, when they became fairly 
numerous (Eddy, Cannon). Audubon's Warblers, 
usually wintering in limited numbers at Seattle, did 
not stay this year. 
 
Starlings and Blackbirds.—Common Starlings (6) 
were again seen east of Lake Washington, Dec. 29 
(Hagenstein). Western Meadowlarks and Red-
winged Blackbirds were singing at nesting stations 
in Seattle by mid-February (Cannon). At Comox, 
Western Meadowlarks survived, and were singing 
at the end of the period. Brewer's Blackbirds were 
scarce (Pearse). 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Evening Grosbeaks were 
seen at Medina, Feb. 2 (Hagenstein). Purple 
Finches were noted the last 2 weeks of the period 
north of Seattle (McMillan). Pine Siskins were 
scarcely recorded at Comox. They moved to the  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 4, Number 3  217 
 
protection of salt water at Seattle in January 
(Eddy). At least 200 Am. Goldfinches wintered on 
wasteland south of Seattle (Cannon), and 25-30 
were around Green Lake (Ransom). Oregon 
Juncos died in numbers at Everson (McMannama); 
25-30 were at Green Lake. White-crowned and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows did not stay in the 
Seattle area in any numbers. They were seen at 
Medina, Feb. 4. Fox Sparrows were seen 
frequently at Medina (Hagenstein). Among a small 
flock of the wintering race at Comox, 1 bird, 
strikingly red, may have been the eastern form 
(Pearse). Twenty-five to 30 Song Sparrows 
congregated at Green Lake (Ransom). Snow 
Buntings were seen on the beach at Westport, Jan. 
2 (Larrison).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 

Washington State Museum, University of Washington, 
Seattle. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1950 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The spring migration 
of 1950 Northern Idaho was characterized by 
three distinct phases. Early March was normal in 
even respect, and transients arrived either at the 
usual time, or in some instances appeared earlier 
than in previous years. After the middle of March 
the weather became stormy and cold. It was the 
exceptional day when the sun shone, and snow, 
sleet and hail were experienced almost daily 
through the first week in April. During this 
interval relatively few transients appeared, and 
birds that do not breed in the Palouse country of 
northern Idaho and are normally gone by the first 
of April, lingered until the middle of that month. 
The most marked effect of this unseasonal weather 
was the slow growth of vegetation. Such deciduous 
hardwoods as the alders and willows and Red 
Haws were barely in leaf by the middle of May, 
and it is felt that this one factor alone had a 
material effect in delaying the spring migration, 
since it probably deprived the birds of their 
customary shelter and food. The latter part of 
April and early May witnessed warmer weather and 
frequent sunny days, but even so transients were 
slow in appearing, and by the middle of May were 
not present in normal numbers. As of May 15, a 
number of species usually present had yet to be 
seen; these included such common summer 
residents as the Traill's Flycatcher, Eastern 
Kingbird, Catbird, Western Wood Pewee, Am. 
Redstart, and Black-headed Grosbeak. Flocks of 
juncos were on the University of Idaho campus 
through May 5, although normally gone the latter 
part of April. The following arrival dates are all 
based on observations in northern Idaho. 
 
Waterfowl.—At Moscow, Latah County, Seymour 
H. Levy reported: A single adult male European 
Widgeon, March 18; a flock of 7 Canada Geese, 
March 18; 1 Shoveller, 1 Ring-necked Duck and 
Canvas-back, April 1; 1 Gadwall, April 5; a pair of 
Buffle-heads and 1 Am. Coot, April 17; a pair of 
Ruddy Ducks, April 27. At Copeland, Boundary 
County, Levy noted: 7 Whistling Swans and several 
pairs of Wood Ducks (early), April 7;  
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a pair of Redheads, April 8; 1 Hooded Merganser, 
April 9. At Cataldo, Kootenai County, Levy noted: 
pair of Cinnamon Teal, May 13. 
 
Herons, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—A Great Blue 
Heron was noted at Copeland, April 9 (Levy). At 
Moscow Solitary Sandpipers recorded, April 30, 
and Spotted Sandpiper, May 14 (Burleigh); a 
Greater Yellow-legs, April 14, a Solitary Sandpiper 
(earliest on record) and a Lesser Yellow-legs, both 
April 27. At Hauser, Levy reported 2 Upland 
Sandpipers and a Spotted Sandpiper (early), May 
13; an Am. Golden Plover, 2 Dowitchers, 3 
Wilson's Phalaropes, 2 Western Sandpipers and a 
Lesser Yellow-leg on May 14. A Franklin's Gull 
(rare) on May 6, and several Black Terns on May 
13 were reported by Levy at Moscow. 
 
Hawks.—Levy recorded 2 Golden Eagles, March 
27; a Cooper's Hawk, April 6, and a Rough-legged 
Hawk (late departure) April 12; 3 Swainson's 
Hawks, April 26, at Moscow. A Turkey Vulture 
(rare) and an Osprey were recorded at Copeland, 
April 7; and 3 Ospreys-1 sitting on nest at 
Sandpoint, Bonner County (Levy). 
 
Small Land Birds.—At Moscow, Calliope 
Hummingbirds appeared late, May 13 (Burleigh); 
and Rufous Hummingbird, 1, May 6 (Levy). At 
Hauser, several individuals each of both Rufous 
and Calliope Hummingbirds arrived May 13 
(Levy). A Lewis's Woodpecker appeared at 
Moscow, May 8 (Burleigh). A Wright's Flycatcher 
was noted April 22 at Moscow (Burleigh). At 
Hauser, 2 Western Kingbirds, May 13 (early), and a 
Say's Phoebe were reported on May 14 (Levy). 
Violet-green Swallows (3) appeared at Moscow on 
April 1 and at Copeland, April 8 (Levy). Tree 
Swallows at Copeland, April 9, Rough-winged 
Swallows, April 19, Barn Swallow, April 27 at 
Moscow were all early (Levy). Burleigh recorded 
the Cliff Swallow at Moscow on April 13. Two 
Am. Crows arrived at Moscow, March 29 (Levy); 
and a House Wren, April 30 (Burleigh); a Western 
Bluebird, March 7, Hermit Thrush (2) April 26, 
Mountain Bluebird, Feb. 20 (early) were reported 
by Levy. Varied Thrush on April 13 and Solitaire 
on May 10 were late at Moscow (Burleigh). A 
Solitary Vireo on May 1, and Warbling Vireo on 
May 15 (late) were reported by Burleigh. Bohemian 
Waxwings were late in departing from Moscow, 
April 3 (Burleigh). Many Water Pipits were seen at 
Moscow, April 22, and several were recorded May 
14 (late) at Hauser (Levy). Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
appeared on time at Moscow on April 2 (Burleigh). 
At Moscow the Orange-crowned and Audubon's 
Warbler arrived April 16, the Nashville Warbler on 

April 21, the Common Yellow-throat, May 13 
(Burleigh). Levy recorded a rare Myrtle Warbler at 
Moscow on April 22 and again on April 26. The 
same observer reported a Western Tanager at this 
locality on May 12. Red-winged Blackbirds arrived 
at Moscow on Feb. 28, Brewer's Blackbird on 
March 12. Two Cassin's Finches were reported at 
Moscow, April 14 (Levy). A Lazuli Bunting was 
recorded at Lewiston, May 6 (Burleigh). Spotted 
Towhee and Fox Sparrow were noted as early at 
Moscow, March 8, and the former species as very 
late in departure, May 1 (Burleigh); Savannah 
Sparrow (early) at Moscow, March 30 (Burleigh); 
White-crowned Sparrow and Chipping Sparrow at 
Coeur d'Alene, April 19 (Burleigh); Grasshopper 
Sparrow at Lewiston, May 6 (Burleigh). Several 
Chipping Sparrows were noted at Moscow, April 
19, by Levy; 1 early Lincoln's Sparrow and 3 
Vesper Sparrows at Moscow, May 3 (Levy); an 
early Brewer's Sparrow was recorded for Moscow, 
May 10 (Levy). A Spotted Towhee, April 7, several 
Savannah Sparrows and 2 Gray-crowned Rosy 
Finches, April 8, were recorded at Copeland by 
Levy. Am. Tree Sparrows were reported as late in 
departure at Moscow, April 1, and at Copeland, 
April 8 (Levy). —THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, 
School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1950 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather in the 
Great Basin was milder than usual during late 
February and the fore part of March, and the 
spring migration of ducks, geese, and swans was 
well under way by mid-March. The weather during 
the latter part of March and most of April was 
cold and windy. The temperature fell to below 
freezing on ten days during April. As a result of 
the rather long, cold spring, the migration 
movement was extended over a greater period of 
time than usual. 
 
Loons, Grebes and Pelicans.—The Common Loon, a 
rare migrant at Gray's Lake, Idaho, appeared there 
May 24 according to Elwood Bizeau and Paul 
Steel. C. W. Lockerbie reported 2 Common Loons 
near Salt Lake City, Utah, April 16, and 2 Horned 
Grebes in same area, April 23. Lockerbie also 
reported 20 Eared Grebes and 50 Western Grebes 
observed near Salt Lake City on April 23. Eared 
Grebes arrived at Malheur Refuge, near Burns, 
Oreg., April 16 (R. C. Erickson). Julia and Robert 
Armagast reported that the Pied-billed Grebe was 
noted only once during the period near Alamosa, 
Colo., when 5 birds were observed on April 16. 
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First observation of the Western Grebe at Deer 
Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, was on April 8, while 
the Eared and Pied-billed Grebes arrived on May 
18 (Sheldon Dart). At the Bear River Refuge, Utah, 
the Eared Grebe was first seen on April 3 and 
reached a peak of 1,500, May 2. White Pelicans 
appeared at the B.R.R. and other areas throughout 
the Region in their usual numbers. 
 
Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—At the Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, the Double-crested Cormorant, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, and the Great Blue 
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Heron were first noted on April 8, and the White-
faced Ibis was first observed, April 20 (SD). 
Armagast reported that Black-crowned Night 
Herons were first observed near Alamosa, Colo., 
April 16; usually one of the most common 
migrants, this bird appeared in the area in greatly 
reduced numbers this spring. Snowy Egrets were 
common when first observed on April 16 at the 
Malheur Refuge, Oreg., 2 Am. Bitterns were noted, 
April 20; the only White-faced Ibis observed 
during the period were 6 on May 23 (RCE) . 
Lockerbie reported that the Double-crested 
Cormorant and the Snowy Egret were first 
observed near Salt Lake City, Utah, April 9, and 
the Am. Bittern and White-faced Ibis were first 
seen in the area, April 30. Two Am. Egrets first 
noted near Minden, Nev., May 1 (E. C. D. 
Marriage). 
 
Waterfowl.—At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., a scattered 
few Whistling Swans remained throughout the 
period, and a greater than usual number of non-
breeding Canada Geese were observed by 
Erickson, who also reported the numbers of Snow 
Geese were slightly below average this year and 
came very late; 600 still remained on the Refuge, 
April 4. No Whistling Swans were seen at Deer 
Flat Refuge, Idaho, this year, and the Canada 
Geese showed a 60% decrease; White-fronted 
Geese arrived on April 1 and were last seen on 
April 20, while Snow Geese arrived, March 31, and 
departed on April 20 (SD). Canada Geese 
appeared throughout the Region in their usual 
wide distribution; they were nesting at B.R.R. in 
about their usual numbers, a total of 310 broods 
were counted in one trip over the dikes at B.R.R., 
as compared with a maximum brood count of 313 
for last year. At Alamosa, Colo., 4 pairs of Green-
winged Teal, 1 pair of Blue-winged Teal noted on 
May 7, and 1 pair of Cinnamon Teal on May 3, 
were the only observations of these species during 
the period, according to Armagast. He also 

reported the arrival date of Shovellers as April 30 
and states that, next to Mallards, they were the 
most common migrant duck. The Blue-winged 
Teal was first seen at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., April 
16 (RCE) , and near Salt Lake City, April 30, when 
5 were noted (CWL). At Cokeville, Wyo., the Blue-
winged Teal arrived on April 4, the Pintail, April 5, 
and the Shoveller, April 24 (W. O. Deshler). At 
Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, the peak concentration 
of Gadwall occurred March 15, Am. Widgeon, 
March 1, Pintail, March 16, Green-winged Teal, 
May 30, Redhead, April 15, according to Dart, 
who reported that the duck population decreased 
approximately 75% in peak population and 50% in 
total useage. An unusual observation in this group 
for the period is the 26,000 Ruddy Ducks 
observed at B.R.R., May 2. At B.R.R. the peak 
population for most of the ducks occurred 
between the latter part of March and the early part 
of April. Duck nesting at B.R.R. is progressing 
satisfactorily, and the nest count indicates a small 
increase. 
 
Hawks.—L. D. Pfouts noted 7 species of hawks 
near Payson, Utah, on April 30. The Turkey 
Vulture was first seen at Mesa Verde National 
Park, Colo., April 8, and is very common in that 
area (Don Watson). Near Salt Lake City 10 
Swainson's Hawks were first observed on April 23, 
and 2 Turkey Vultures, May 7 (CWL). A peak of 
75 Marsh Hawks was noted May 30 at Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, also 2 Osprey, 3 Pigeon Hawks, a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk, and a Swainson's Hawk 
(SD). A Swainson's Hawk observed on April 1 and 
an Osprey early in May were reported at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg. (RCE). A Red-tailed Hawk and a 
Sparrow Hawk were observed on April 29 near 
Carson City, Nev. (EP). At the B.R.R., 20 Marsh 
Hawks, 1 Rough-legged Hawk, 1 Prairie Falcon, 
Peregrine Falcons, and to Sparrow Hawks were 
counted on May 18. 
 
Cranes, Rails and Coots.—Sandhill Cranes were 
noted at Gray's Lake, Idaho, April 3 (Bizeau and 
Steel) and at Cokeville, Wyo., on April 5 when if 
were observed (Deshler). At Malheur Refuge, 
Oreg., the number of Sandhill Cranes passing 
through the Refuge increased about 25% this 
spring, and they remained much later than usual; 
about 200 migrants remained through May 10, and 
the last group left on May 21 (RCE). Coots 
continued to be common throughout most of the 
Region. Soras were noted, May 4, and Virginia 
Rails, June 4, at Gray's Lake, Idaho (Bizeau and 
Steel). 
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Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Near Salt Lake City, 3 
Snowy Plovers and 1000 Black-bellied Plovers 
were observed on May 7 (CWL). At the Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, the Killdeer, first seen on March 
22, was very common; 1 Wilson's Snipe and 225 
Marbled Godwits arrived and departed the latter 
part of April; 9 Avocets were first seen April 30 
and were gone by May 15; the Ring-billed Gull, 
and California Gull are abundant at Deer Flat 
Refuge (SD). The Forster's Tern found by Elwood 
Bizeau and Paul Steel to be a common nester at 
Grays Lake, Idaho, arrived there May 24. Lesser 
Yellow-legs and Least Sandpipers were seen only 
once during the period near Alamosa, Colo., on 
April 30, when a small number of each were 
observed; 24 Wilson's Phalaropes arrived in this 
area, April 2, and several hundred were noted, 
April go; Am. Avocets arrived, April 30, and were 
common thereafter (Armagast). First arrival dates 
at the Malheur Refuge, Oreg., are: Wilson's Snipe, 
April 11, Long-billed Curlew, April 4, Black-
necked Stilt, April 16, Franklin's Gull, April 20, 
and Black Tern, May 19 (RCE). The shorebirds 
arrived somewhat later near Minden, Nev.; 8 
Willets and 2 Am. Avocets were noted on May 11, 
and 2 Black-necked Stilts and 1 Wilson's Phalarope 
were observed, May 3 (ECDM). The Solitary 
Sandpiper, which is a rare nester at Gray's Lake, 
Idaho, arrived there April 30 (Bizeau and Steel). 
 
Doves.—One Mourning Dove was observed near 
Carson City, Nev., April 29 (Eugene Pieretti). One 
Mourning Dove was observed at Mesa Verde Nat'l 
Park, April 25 and became common by the end of 
May (Watson). Five were observed, April 23, near 
Salt Lake City and became common after May 1 
(CWL). Two Mourning Doves arrived at the Deer 
Flat Refuge, Idaho, April 1 and were fairly 
common 
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soon after (SD). At B.R.R., 2 were first noted April 
27 and 8 counted on May 18. 
 
Owls.—Two Burrowing Owls and two Saw-whet 
Owls were residents at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho 
(SD). A Barn Owl was noted, April 4, near Carson 
City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.), and a Short-eared Owl, 
April 29, in same area (EP). At B.R.R., 20 Short-
eared Owls were counted on May 18.  
 
Hummingbirds.—Three Broad-tailed Hummingbirds 
were observed near Salt Lake City, April 30 and 
became common, May 14. One Black-chinned 
Hummingbird was noted in same area, May 27 
(CWL). Watson reports that the Broad-tailed 

Hummingbird was common at Mesa Verde Nat'l. 
Park, Colo., by the end of May, and 1 Black-
chinned Hummingbird was observed on April 30. 
The Black-chinned Hummingbird nests regularly 
in Carson City, Nev. (E.C.D.M.). The Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird was common at Alamosa, Colo. 
(Armagast). 
 
Passerine Birds.—Watson reported arrival dates the 
following birds at Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, Colo.; 
Western Kingbird, May 28; Say's Phoebe, May 6; 
Western Wood Pewee, May 15; Violet-green 
Swallow, May 20 (became common by end of 
May); House Wren, May 17; Mountain Bluebird, 
April 15 (became common end of April); Western 
Gnatcatcher, April 2 (very common end of April); 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, April a (common by mid-
April); Solitary Vireo, April 23 (common in May); 
Orange-crowned Warbler, May 11; Virginia's 
Warbler, April 18; Yellow Warbler, May 13; 
Audubon's Warbler, May 13 (common end of 
May); Black-throated Gray Warbler, April 21 
(common end of April); Townsend's Warbler, May 
19; Macgillivray’s Warbler, May 20; Western 
Meadowlark, May 7; Western Tanager, May 20; 
Lazuli Bunting, May 20; Green-tailed Towhee, 
April 17 (very common end of April); Savannah 
Sparrow, April 22; Lark Sparrow, April 15; 
Chipping Sparrow, April 10 (very common end of 
April). At Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Tree 
Swallows and Northern Cliff Swallows were 
common on April 4; the Violet-green and Rough-
winged Swallows were first seen, May 2; the 
Western Kingbird was first seen on April 21; Sage 
Thrasher, April 11; Myrtle Warbler, April 20; Am. 
Goldfinch, May 15; Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
(males) were common on April 11 (RCE). 
Armagast reported observing hundreds of male 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds near Alamosa, Colo., on 
April 30; very few females had arrived on that 
date. At Gray's Lake, Idaho, males of this species 
arrived, April 8, and females, May 10 (Bizeau and 
Steel). Yellow Warblers were first seen May 9 at 
Alamosa, and were abundant thereafter; 
Audubon's Warblers were first seen, May 28, in the 
San Juan Mountains near Alamosa (Armagast). 
Lockerbie reported that the Tree Swallow was 
observed near Salt Lake City on April 9. At Gray's 
Lake, Idaho, Bizeau and Steel recorded the Long-
billed Marsh Wren, April 20; Red-winged 
Blackbird, Feb. 15 (male) and April 8 (female) - 
VANEZ T. WILSON AND ROSS H. NORR, 
Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1950 
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NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
April was moderately cool, with precipitation very 
slightly shove normal. There was considerable 
variation between day and night temperatures, with 
late frosts in some sections. This condition 
persisted well into May, much later than usual. 
May was cool and consistently dry. Only 8 days 
showed above normal temperatures. Precipitation 
was only 1/3 normal, but there were many 
overcast days. Garrett Eddy reported conditions in 
the mountains one and one-half months delayed, 
due to the late melting of a heavy snow pack. The 
weather did not seem to affect lowland birds 
adversely, and the good nesting season last year 
med to show results. Most migrants arrived at 
Seattle about on time, and in numbers. 
Hummingbirds, flycatchers, swallows, bushtits, 
and warblers were in goodly numbers. Winter 
Wrens were normal. Mrs. Ben F. Laymen has 
coordinated the observations of the Oregon 
Audubon Society (OAS) for this season. The usual 
good reports of Theed Pearse from Comox, 
Vancouver Is., B. C., are lacking, due to his 
journey to England. 
 
Loons through Herons.—Common, Arctic and Red-
throated Loons, Red-necked, Horned, Eared and 
Western Grebes, Double-crested, Brandt's and 
Pelagic Cormorants were at Newport, Oregon 
coast, April 29-30 (OAS). Am. Bitterns were 
"pumping" the University swamp, Seattle, May 20 
(H. W. Higman). 
 
Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese and Brant were 
seen at Newport, April 29-30 (OAS). Canada 
Geese, Brant and to Snow Geese were seen at 
Medina, east of Seattle on Lake Washington, May 
14 (Walter Hagenstein). The abundance of Brant 
along the shores of Puget Sound attracted much 
attention. They were present until May 8 (Violet E. 
Cannon), and at Blaine near the Canadian border 
until April 28 (Mrs. Lucile H. Kline). Seven adult 
Canada Geese, and a brood of 3 young were 
counted at Green Lake, Seattle, May 30 (W. H. 
Ransom). Mallards (400), Pintails (550), and 2 
Gadwalls were seen in the swamp south of 
Corvallis, Oreg., April 17 (F. G. Evenden). The 
duck population at Newport, April 29-30, 
consisted of Pintails, Shovellers, Canvas-backs, 
Scaup (probably Lesser), Buffle-heads, a Harlequin 
Duck, White-winged, Surf and Am. Scoters, Am. 
and Red-breasted Mergansers (OAS). Two 
Gadwalls were at the University swamp, Seattle, 
April 19, where 4 Shoveller drakes were seen as 
late as May 18 (HWH). Mallards were last seen at 
Blaine, April 24, Pintails, April 28, Shovellers, 
April 21 (LHK). Ten Shovellers and 50 Green-

winged Teal were seen at S. Corvallis swamp, April 
17 (FGE). A pair of Am. Widgeon was seen at 
Green Lake, May 14 (WHR). Blue-winged Teal, 
listed in the fall migration report, 1949, as 
uncommon in western Oregon, are now 
considered as common spring and fall migrants, at 
least in Lane Co., through the work of Gullion, 
Evenden and Pruitt. A pair of this species was 
seen in the University swamp, Seattle, April 18, 28, 
and May 13 (HWH). A Cinnamon Teal, rare 
transient in the Portland area, was seen, April 21 
(OAS). A pair was seen at Blaine, March 21 
(LHK). Eight Wood Ducks were seen at the S. 
Corvallis swamp, April 17 (FGE); 1 was perched 
in a tree at Medina, May 7 (WH); and 1 was seen at 
Spanaway, S. of Tacoma, Wash., May 14 (VEC). 
Two were at University swamp, April 19, seen 
twice later (HWH). Greater Scaup ducks were last 
seen at Blaine, April 20. The Lesser Scaup was at 
Green Lake as late as May 10-12 (WHR). At Blaine 
there were 50 Am. Golden-eyes, May 25, 2 Buffle-
head, May 26, and 6 Ruddy Ducks, April 4 (LHK). 
 
Cranes, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Three Sandhill Cranes 
flew over at Newport, April 29 (OAS). Shorebirds 
observed included Snowy, Ringed and Black-
bellied Plovers, Killdeer, Surf-birds, Ruddy 
Turnstones, Wilson's Snipe, Hudsonian Curlews, 
Least, Red-backed and Western Sandpipers, 
Greater Yellowlegs, and Sanderlings (OAS). At S. 
Corvallis swamp, April 17, 75 Greater Yellow-legs 
and 10 Dowitchers were seen (FGE). The Red-
backed Sandpiper (transient in Portland area) was 
reported, April 7 (OAS). Violet Cannon reported 
that, at the S. Seattle tidal swamps, the real 
migration did not begin until April 21, and most 
birds did not stop long, or not at all. Wilson's 
Snipes were in the University swamp as late as the 
last of April, and the Spotted Sandpiper to May 9 
(HWH). Greater Yellow-legs were first seen at 
Blaine, April 7, last seen, May 25 (LHK). Northern 
Phalaropes were seen at Medina, May 14 (WH). At 
Blaine, 150 Black-legged Kittiwakes were seen, 
April 4, Short-billed Gulls, May 3, and 1 
Bonaparte's Gull, April 25. At Newport, April 29-
30, the gulls included the Glaucous-winged, 
Western, California, Short-billed and Bonaparte's. 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
and Mourning Doves were noted at Newport, 
April 29-30. Band-tailed Pigeons, irregular at 
Blaine, were noted (18), May 16. Common 
Nighthawks arrived in the Seattle area about on 
time, the last of May (GE), and at Blaine, May 31  
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(LHK). Black Swifts were seen at Medina, May 19 
(Hagenstein). Vaux's Swifts arrived at Portland, 
April 25, were at Newport, April 29-30 (OAS), and 
were plentiful at Spanaway, May 14 (VEC) Rufous 
Hummingbirds were seen at Westport, Wash., 
March 23 (Zella McMannama); arrived at Medina, 
March 14 (WH), and at Blaine, April 13 (LHK). 
The casual Calliope Hummingbird was observed 
three times at Portland the last of April. Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers were present in numbers at 
3,000 foot elevations in the Washington Cascade 
Mountains, the middle of May (GE). 
 
Flycatchers and Swallows.—The Western Flycatcher 
arrived at Portland, April 16 (OAS), and at Blaine, 
April 23 (LHK). It was not noted at Medina until 
May 31, but the Olive-sided Flycatcher came in 
May 12 (WH). Violet-green Swallows came to 
Medina, March 12; Tree Swallows, March 17; Cliff 
Swallows, April 2; Barn Swallows, May 11 Rough-
winged Swallows, May 14, and Purple Martins, 
May 19. Barn Swallows were seen at Seattle, April 
23 (GE). Rough-winged Swallows were first noted 
in Portland, April 10; Purple Martins, April 23, and 
Barn Swallows, April 26 (OAS). At Blaine, Violet-
green Swallows were first observed, March 25; the 
Cliff, April 5, and the Barn Swallow, May 4, the 
latter a 13-year record for lateness (LHK). 
 
Chickadees through Wrens.—Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were nest building at Seattle by March 
25, at Medina, April 6. Common Bushtits were 
nest building at Seattle, March 12 (VEC). The 
House Wren came to Portland, April 11 (OAS). It 
had not arrived at Blaine at the end of the period 
(LHK). Bewick's Wrens were visiting nesting 
boxes at Seattle, March 17 (VEC), and were 
singing at Comox the last three weeks in March 
(Pearse). 
 
Thrushes and Pipits.—Am. Robins were carrying 
nesting material at Medina, April 5. The young 
were able to fly, April 26 (WH). Varied Thrushes 
were in large concentrations at low elevations (600 
ft.), April 13, held back by late snow melt (GE). 
Olive-backed Thrushes (Russet-backed) arrived in 
Portland, April 25 (OAS), at N. Seattle, May 9 
(HWH), at Medina, May 19 (WH), at Blaine, May 
14 (LHK). A pair of Western Bluebirds returned 
to their usual nesting box at Everson, northeast of 
Bellingham, March 1 (McM), and 2 were seen at 
Blaine, March 1 (LHK). A pair of Mountain 
Bluebirds was acting as if preparing to nest on 
Bainbridge Island, Wash., March 30. Townsend's 
Solitaires were in abundance near Issaquah, King 
Co., Wash., April 9 (VEC). They were first seen at 

Blaine, April 17; last seen, May 24, where Water 
Pipits returned, April 24 (Kline). 
 
Vireos and Wood Warblers.—Solitary and Warbling 
Vireos returned to Portland, April 15 (OAS), and 
to Medina, May 7 (WH). The Orange-crowned 
Warbler returned to Blaine, April 21, and was seen 
at Victoria, B. C., April 30. Yellow Warblers were 
first seen at Portland, April 8; Black-throated Gray, 
April 16; Black-capped and Macgillivray's, April 
19; Townsend's Warblers and Common 
Yellowthroats, April 5. At Medina, Black-throated 
Gray Warblers came in May 6; Townsend's, May 8, 
Orange-crowned, April 2; Common Yellowthroats, 
April 16; and Black-capped, May 15. Yellow 
Warblers were first seen at Blaine, April 28; the 
Black-throated Gray, May 14; and the Black-
capped, May 25. The uncommon Myrtle Warbler 
came to S. Seattle, April 22, and stayed a week. 
Hermit Warblers were seen at Spanaway, May 14 
(Cannon). 
 
Tanagers to Sparrows.—Western Tanagers came to 
Portland, April 21; to Medina, May 9; and to 
Blaine, May 25. The Black-headed Grosbeak was 
first seen at Medina, May 25; the Evening 
Grosbeak, April 20. Pine Siskins, ordinarily 
common, were absent at Blaine at end of period. 
Savannah Sparrows returned to nesting habitats at 
Seattle by March 25 (VEC); were first seen at 
Portland, April 4, and at Blaine, March 28, where 
they were feeding young, May 24. Chipping 
Sparrows arrived at Portland, April 4, at Medina, 
April 14, and at Blaine, April 29. White-crowned 
Sparrows were first seen at Blaine, April 3, and 
were singing at Medina, April 21. Golden-crowned 
Sparrows started passing through the Seattle area 
the third week in April, and continued for about a 
month (Hagenstein, Eddy, et al.). Miss Cannon 
thought they were not as numerous as usual. They 
were first seen at Blaine, April 28. The uncommon 
transient Lincoln's Sparrow was reported from 
Portland, April 23, and at Medina on the same 
date.–MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1950 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The spring months 
were characterized in northern Idaho by 
unseasonably cool weather that had a marked 
effect on both the arrival of the summer residents 
and their subsequent breeding activities. Through 
the first week in May maximum temperatures 
remained in the fifties, and the days were cloudy. 
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There was a light snowfall on May 2, and sleet and 
hail on the 5th. After the middle of the month 
normal weather conditions prevailed, but 
vegetation had been so retarded that such 
deciduous shrubs and trees as the red haw, alder, 
willow, and cottonwood were not in full leaf until 
almost the first of June. As a result, shelter and an 
adequate food supply were lacking where many of 
the breeding birds were concerned, and they were 
late in arriving and equally late in nesting. 
Unquestionably the most noticeable effect of this 
late spring was the breeding of certain species' in 
and about Moscow that normally are found during 
the summer months on the mountain slopes and 
more secluded ravines north of the city. One can 
only theorize in this respect, but it would seem 
that the cool weather might have caused them to 
linger so late in the spring that they finally 
remained to nest within the city limits. Varied 
Thrushes are local in their distribution in Latah 
County, and heretofore confined to the wooded 
ravines well back in the mountains. This year, 
however, a brood of young, out of the nest 
possibly several days, was seen on May 26 in 
woods 4 miles east of Moscow. The Ruby-
crowned Kinglet nested at 2 spots within the city 
limits, building in large spruces that apparently 
offered suitable nesting sites. Of special interest 
was the presence of the Evening Grosbeak in the 
city throughout the summer. Other years' none 
have been seen after the latter part of April, so 2 
birds observed on June 14, the day before I left on 
an extended field trip, aroused the suspicion that 
they might actually nest in the city. That they did 
so was later verified when 2 stubby-tailed young of 
the year were seen on August 17 well within the 
city limits.  
 
The following notes all refer to northern Idaho: 
 
Waterfowl.—Despite the scarcity of water, Mallards 
were more abundant than in past years in the open 
Palouse country about Moscow. A nest found on 
April 21 held so eggs, and was well concealed 
under a mat of dry grass on a bank at the side of a 
road. At St. Maries, Benewah County, a female 
Wood Duck was seen on June 3o with 9 newly-
hatched young. 
 
Hawks.—A Goshawk nest with 2 half-grown 
young was found at an altitude of goon feet on 
Hyndman Peak, in Blaine County, on June 27. 
This species is scarce and rather local in its 
distribution in the northern part of the State, and 
rarely observed during the summer months. 
 

Upland Game Birds.—Although suspected of 
occurring on the high open ridges fronting the 
Clearwater and Snake Rivers, the Mountain Quail 
was recorded for the first time this spring, 3 birds 
being seen on Feb. 13 north of Juliaetta. An 
unusually late nest of the Ring-necked Pheasant 
was found at Lewiston on July 31, the female 
being flushed from 8 eggs that appeared but 
slightly incubated. 
 
Shorebirds.—The Upland Sandpiper (Upland 
Plover) was found nesting in Idaho for the first 
time this spring, a minimum of 3 pairs occurring in 
the open prairie country north of Hauser, 
Kootenai Co. Young Spotted Sandpipers, barely 
able to fly, were seen on a gravel bar in the Snake 
River, near Lewiston, on Aug. 21. This is an 
exceptionally late date, for this species is rarely 
observed in northern Idaho after the middle of 
August. 
 
Doves.—Mourning Doves were late in nesting this 
year, and in some cases reared exceptionally late 
broods. A nest was found at Moscow on August 
15 that held 2 well-fledged young, and another at 
Lewiston on August 16 from which the female was 
flushed from one newly-hatched young and one 
pipped egg. 
 
Flycatchers.—The Western Kingbird is a scarce and 
rather local bird during the summer months in 
northern Idaho, the first definite breeding record 
being a nest found on July 6, 4 miles south of 
Moscow, with 3 well-fledged young. Traill's 
Flycatchers did not appear in normal numbers 
until late May, and it was the middle of June before 
there was any indication of nesting activities. This 
was much later than usual for on June 2, 1949, a 
nest had been found at Troy that held 4 fresh eggs. 
A rather late nest found at Moscow this year, on 
July 15, held 3 slightly incubated eggs. A nest of 
the Western Wood Pewee with 2 well-fledged 
young was found at Lewiston on July 24, a date 
when young wood pewees are normally fully 
grown and able to shift for themselves. 
 
Wrens.—Altitudinal extremes in nesting House 
Wrens in Idaho were a pair in an aspen grove on 
Easley Peak, in Blaine County, at 8000 feet (June 
24), and a pair feeding young in cottonwoods 
bordering the Snake River at Lewiston at 840 feet 
(July 21). Of exceptional interest was a Winter  
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Wren nest found by Seymour Levy near Prichard, 
in Shoshone County, on July 14, that held well-
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grown young. The extremely severe winter of 
1948-1949 almost completely eliminated the 
Winter Wren as a breeding bird in northern Idaho, 
this being the first actual record of a breeding pair 
of these wrens since the spring of 1948. It would 
appear now that a few survived and that ultimately 
this species can he expected to be present again in 
its usual numbers. 
 
Warblers.—A pair of Northern Water-thrushes, 
the male singing, was seen in swampy woods at 
Hope, in Bonner County, on June 13. This is the 
first time this species has been recorded in Idaho 
as a breeding bird. The few previous records for its 
occurrence have involved fall transients. Am. 
Redstarts were found nesting at Lapwai, in Nez 
Perce County, at an altitude of approximately goo 
feet, although in previous years none were seen 
during the summer months below an altitude of 
2500 feet. 
 
Blackbirds.—A late Brewer's Blackbird nest was 
found at Moscow on July 11 with 2 half-fledged 
young. A fully-grown young Brown-headed 
Cowbird was seen at Potlatch on July to being fed 
by a male Yellow Warbler. 
 
Sparrows.—Although until now recorded in Idaho 
only in the Salmon River Mountains, the Black 
Rosy Finch was found on June 25 to be fairly 
plentiful on Easley Peak in the Sawtooth 
Mountains. A Vesper Sparrow nest with 3 fresh 
eggs was found on June 25 on an open slope on 
Easley Peak, in Blaine County, at an altitude of 
8,000 feet. This is possibly the highest altitude this 
species reaches in Idaho during the summer 
months. A young Fox Sparrow, out of the nest at 
least a day or two, was seen at Potlatch on May 14. 
In view of the backward spring this is a rather early 
breeding record for this species in northern 
Idaho.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of 
Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1950 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general the 
weather man was kind to the birds during the past 
nesting season. Probably the one exception was 
the late snow storms in Wyoming which continued 
on into June, and, according to Dr. O. K. Scott of 
Casper, was detrimental to nesting land birds. The 
temperatures during most of the period were near 
normal, with neither extreme highs nor lows. 
Precipitation was very light over most of the 
region, but the water in the streams and ponds 

held up very well; the stream flow in the northern 
part was considerably above normal and the fields 
and forests showed little signs of drought even 
with the scant rainfall. Apparently due to the many 
summer activities and vacations little comparative 
data have been received; however, it appears that 
throughout most of the region the nesting season 
compared favorably with last year. At the Bear 
River Refuge, Utah, there was an increase in 
several of the nesting species. 
 
Grebes, Pelicans.—An estimated 500 pairs of 
Western Grebes and several pairs of Pied-billed 
and Eared Grebes nested at the Bear River Refuge. 
The White Pelicans apparently nested successfully 
on the islands in Great Salt Lake, as on August 1, it 
was estimated that approximately 4,000 adult and 
young birds were using B.R.R. as a feeding ground. 
O. K. Scott reported 20 White Pelicans observed 
at Wheatland Reservoir on August 13 At Deer Flat 
Refuge in Idaho, F. Sheldon Dart reported 
Western Grebes down 50% from last year; Eared 
Grebes and White Pelicans 10% less. Loren W. 
Croxton reported 30 Eared Grebes and 12 White 
Pelicans at Ruby Lake, Nev. 
 
Cormorants, Herons.—Sixty-seven pairs of Double-
crested Cormorants nested on the Bear River 
Refuge; this is an increase of 8 pairs over last year. 
At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Dart reported a 75% 
decrease in the number of cormorants using that 
area, and a 60% decrease in Great Blue Herons. C. 
W. Lockerbie reported 6 Great Blue Heron nests 
on May 21 near Echo Dam in Morgan County, 
Utah. Approximately 100 pairs nested on the Bear 
River Refuge and adjacent areas. Approximately 
350 pairs of Snowy Egrets 400 pairs of White-
faced Ibises, and 125 pairs of Black-crowned 
Night Herons nested at B.R.R.; this compares 
favorably with the previous few years. At Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, Snowy and Am. Egrets were 
observed in limited numbers, and Black-crowned 
Night Herons showed a decrease of 75%; White-
faced Ibis declined 50% (FSD). 
 
Geese.—The Canada Goose nesting population and 
production for the Snake River Islands, Idaho, 
equaled but did not exceed that of a year ago. The 
Canada Goose population at Deer Flat Refuge was 
225 on August 15, according to Dart. At B.R.R. 
310 broods of young Canada Geese were counted 
on May 15, as compared with a count of 313 
broods for last year on approximately the same 
date. At Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., Croxton 
reported a summer population of approximately 
500 Canada Geese. 
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Ducks.—From reports received to date it would 
appear that duck nesting throughout the region 
compared favorably with last year. O. K. Scott 
reported that the ducks had a very successful 
breeding season in central Wyoming, but 
somewhat later than usual. At Deer Flat, Idaho, 
Dart reported duck nesting down approximately 
30%; Am. Coots about the same as last year. 
Production at Deer Flat Refuge was estimated at 
500 birds; 85% Mallards, 5% Cinnamon Teal, 4% 
Redheads, and the  
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balance Am. Widgeon, Pintail and Blue-winged 
Teal. The duck nesting population and production 
at B.R.R. compared favorably with previous years. 
A total of 462 nests were found on 10 sample 
plots, as compared with 388 for last year, and with 
a 10-year average of 368 nests. The sample plots 
cover approximately 10% of the nesting area. The 
Am. Coot showed a marked increase in nesting 
pairs at B.R.R.; 48 nests were found on the sample 
plots, as compared with only 8 in 1949 and 14 in 
1947. 
 
Hawks.—A Goshawk nest and a Red-tailed Hawk 
nest were observed at Summit Co., Utah; a 
Swainson's and 2 Red-tailed Hawk nests were 
noted at Morgan Co., Utah, and a Red-tailed Hawk 
and Golden Eagle nest were observed at Tooele 
Co., Utah (CWL). At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, 
only a few Marsh Hawks were observed, and no 
other species were seen (FSD). At Ruby Lake, 
Nev., Croxton noted 75 Turkey Vultures, 20 Red-
tailed Hawks, 10 Ferruginous Hawks, 100 Marsh 
Hawks, and 100 Sparrow Hawks. Hawks were 
reported as breeding in about the same numbers as 
last year in Central Wyoming (OKS). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—At the Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, shorebirds decreased considerably 
from last year, especially the Wilson's Snipe, 
Western Sandpiper, Sanderling, and California and 
Ring-billed Gulls, according to Dart; he also 
remarked that a few Franklin's Gulls, not reported 
in the past, were observed in that area. Five 
Killdeer nests were noted at Farmington Bay 
Refuge, Utah, and 2 near Salt Lake City (CWL). 
Small numbers of Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Long-
billed Curlew, Willet, Lesser Yellow-legs, Avocet, 
Black-necked Stilt, and Forster's Terns were noted 
at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., during the period 
(Croxton). At the B.R.R. 955 nesting pairs of 
Avocets and 77 nesting pairs of Black-necked Stilts 
were counted; also 3835 California Gull nests 

containing 8,936 eggs, and 29 Caspian Tern nests 
with 51 eggs, were observed. 
 
Doves.—Mourning Doves appeared to be quite 
numerous at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, and 
evidence pointed to a good nesting season (FSD). 
Croxton reported 125 Mourning Doves at Ruby 
Lake Refuge, Nev. At B.R.R. 40 Mourning Doves 
were counted on Aug. 1. 
 
Owls.—A few Short-eared Owls were reported at 
Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (Croxton). A Long-eared 
Owl nest with 4 young was noted near Salt Lake 
City (CWL). Approximately 20 Short-eared Owls 
nested on the Bear River Refuge. 
 
Kingfishers, Woodpeckers.—Small numbers of Belted 
Kingfishers, Red-shafted Flickers, and Lewis's 
Woodpeckers were observed at Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev. (Croxton). Lockerbie reported a Hairy 
Woodpecker feeding young at a nest near nit Lake 
City, observed by Dr. Behle. 
 
Passerine Birds.—At Ruby Lake, Nev., Croxton 
reported observing 150 Violet-green Swallows, 100 
Bank Swallows, 100 Barn Swallows, 75 Cliff 
Swallows, 150 Long-billed Marsh Wrens, 100 
Loggerhead Shrikes, 100 Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds, 100 Red-winged Blackbirds, 500 
Brewer's Blackbirds, and small numbers of 
Western Wood Pewees, Horned Larks, Scrub Jays, 
Piñon Jays, Rock Wrens, Sage Thrashers, Black-
throated Gray Warblers, Western Meadowlarks, 
Lazuli Buntings, Savannah Sparrows, and Sage 
Sparrows. Scott reported that McCown's 
Longspurs were numerous on the Northern 
Loraine Plains in Wyoming, and there were also 
some Chestnut-collared Longspurs in the same 
region. Lockerbie reported observing hundreds of 
young Cassin's Finches and Pine Siskins out of the 
nest on July 9, and hundreds of young White-
crowned Sparrows on July 23, in Salt Lake County; 
he also reported small numbers of nesting 
Mountain Chickadees, Black-capped Chickadees, 
Water Ouzels, Catbirds, Mountain Bluebirds, 
Cedar Waxwings, Bullock's Orioles, Black-headed 
Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks, and Black Rosy 
Finches in Salt Lake County, and a Mountain 
Bluebird nest in Summit County, Utah. At the 
Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Am. Magpies have 
increased and are now quite numerous; the Am. 
Crow population has decreased from last year 
(FSD). Barn and Cliff Swallows nested in their 
usual abundance at B.R.R. Other nesters at B.R.R. 
are the Eastern and the Western Kingbirds, 
Horned Lark, Am. Magpie, Yellow Warbler, 
Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
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Red-winged Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, Brown-
headed Cowbird, Savannah Sparrow, and Vesper 
Sparrow.— VANEZ T. WILSON AND ROSS H. 
NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, 
Utah. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1950 
 
NORTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.— 
The weather was normal, dry, warm and sunny, 
with temperatures slightly above normal; 
precipitation in June slightly below normal (.43 
in.); in July slightly above normal (.8 in.). Two new 
observers were added from Victoria, B. C., J. O. 
Clay and A. R. Davidson. 
 
Loons through Herons.—Red-throated Loons nested 
at Comox; 1 well-grown young was seen, July 27 
(Theed Pearse). White Pelicans and Am. Egrets, 
reported in last summer's Notes as rare in western 
Oregon, are now listed as abundant summer 
visitors in Lane Co., through the work of Gullion, 
Evenden, and Pruitt. The pair of Green Herons 
was again in the University swamp, Seattle (H. W. 
Higman). At Victoria, Double-crested Cormorant 
eggs were not all laid by June 10. Pelagic 
Cormorant fledglings were in various stages, July 
23 (JOC, ARD). 
 
Ducks.—Mallard drakes (63) outnumbered hens 
(14) at Green Lake, Seattle, May 30, when 3 
broods (2, 5, 6) were counted. There was much 
disturbance of nests and young (Ransom). More 
young Mallards lived to fly in South Seattle (Violet 
E. Cannon). First broods of Mallards (9 and 11) 
were in the University swamp, April 28 (HWH). 
Nine young were flying at Medina, August 8 (W. 
Hagenstein). G. D. Alcorn found Mallards still 
abundant between Tacoma and Grays Harbor, but 
no nests the last 2 seasons (probably the nadir of a 
cycle). Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers were 
scarcer than in years past, probably due to 
destruction of natural breeding sites. Ducks 
apparently had a good nesting season at Comox, 
although the usual broods of Shovellers were 
absent. There were more and larger broods of 
Mallards; Pintails reported present all summer (not 
known in previous years); 1 or more broods of 
Green-winged Teal; and 1 brood of Blue-winged. 
Hooded Mergansers were absent; appeared to have 
decreased the last 2 years, after a high period (TP). 
Cinnamon Teal, listed as rare in western Oregon in 
last summer's report, are now considered common 
breeders in Lane County, through the work of 
Gullion, Evenden, and Pruitt. 
 

Grouse, Rails.—Ruffed Grouse were much worse 
off in central western Washington. During 17 days 
in the field only 3 were seen from the summit of 
the Cascade Mts. to the ocean. Virginia Rails, 
formerly common at Tacoma, are now extirpated; 
none seen in 10 years (GDA). 
 
Gull, Alcids.—There were few summering gulls at 
Comox. Fledgling Glaucous-winged Gulls were 
seen at Victoria, July 29. The eggs of Pigeon 
Guillemots were hatched, July 20, and flocks of 
Marbled Murrelets were seen, June 29. 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Alcorn was of the 
opinion that the Band-tailed Pigeon was no better, 
nor worse, than in the past at Tacoma and Grays 
Harbor. Twelve were seen in West Seattle the first 
part of August; last year at this time there were 
about 50 (VEC) . They were seen regularly 
throughout the period (1-6), with a flock of 60, 
June 2 (WH). Numbers seemed less at Victoria, 
the largest flock being 40, and the average, 5-10 
(JOC, ARD). At Seattle, young Screech Owls were 
able to travel short distances, July 30 (VEC). 
Alcorn thought the Common Nighthawk was 
decreasing in the Tacoma area, due to houses 
being built near their nesting sites. They were at 
Medina from June 5 to August 3. Eggs were laid at 
Blaine, June 19. They arrived at Victoria, June 6 
(fairly common). Vaux's Swifts were seemingly on 
the increase in western Washington, especially in 
the Olympia area, where they have long been 
common (GDA). Black  
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Swifts were sighted regularly at Medina, June 6 to 
August 15; Rufous Hummingbirds had young, 
June 18, July 19, August 12 (WH). A pair of Hairy 
Woodpeckers nested at Blaine the last week in 
May and 1st week in June (L. H. Kline). Young 
Pileated Woodpeckers were flying at Victoria, June 
29 (1 pair to each square mile). Hairy 
Woodpeckers were rare, and Lewis's scarce, 
moving away from the city. 
 
Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Small land birds 
seemed to have a good nesting season at Seattle 
(tent caterpillars were eaten by all) (VEC). They 
were, in general, very scarce at Comox. Western 
Flycatchers were noted at Medina, June 7 to July i; 
Western Wood Pewees, June 6 to August 9; and 
Olive-sided Flycatchers, June 17 to July 17 (WH). 
Olive-sided and Traill's Flycatchers nested at 
Blaine, June 18 to July 8. At Victoria, Traill's 
Flycatchers arrived, June 13 (not common); the 
Western, May 1, in fair numbers (young flying, 
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Aug. 5); the Olive-sided, June 6, in fair numbers; 
and the Western Wood Pewee, June 5, also in fair 
numbers. No Horned Larks were seen or heard 
south of Tacoma, where they once were in great 
numbers. The area is now too close to military 
installations (GDA). They nested at Comox (the 
first for Vancouver Island since the 1890's); nest 
and 4 eggs seen, July 24, later were destroyed; 
others were heard (Pearse, Fryer). At Blaine, 
Violet-green Swallows nested the first 2 weeks in 
June; Barn Swallows the first 2 weeks in July. Over 
200 pairs of Cliff Swallows nested the first 2 weeks 
in June, with 2nd broods the last week in July and 
first week in August. Young Violet-green Swallows 
were flying at Victoria, June 6 (first departure, July 
17); young Barn Swallows, June 20 (common); 
young Rough-winged, July 12 (fair numbers). The 
Purple Martin is apparently extending its range on 
Vancouver Island; it nested in more places around 
Comox, and was heard 30 miles north. 
 
Chickadees through Wrens.—Chickadees were in 
larger family groups in West Seattle (VEC). Black-
capped Chickadees nested at Blaine the last weeks 
in May, and had young- at Medina, June 19. Young 
Chestnut-backed Chickadees were flying at 
Victoria, June 20 (common). They showed a 
marked increase at Comox, from a former low. 
Common Bushtits had laid the 2nd set of eggs at 
Medina, June 22. The Brown Creeper is on the 
decrease south of Tacoma, due to destruction of 
natural nesting sites (GDA). Near Issaquah, King 
Co., Wash., young Dippers were about ready to 
leave nest, May 21 (VEC). Young House Wrens 
were flying at Victoria, June 17 (in fair numbers); 
young Bewick's Wrens, July 12 (fairly plentiful). 
Winter Wrens were becoming scarcer. Bewick's 
Wrens nested twice in West Seattle, March 15 (5) 
and June 15 (3) (VEC). They had young at Medina, 
August 2 (WH). Winter Wrens nested at Comox; 1 
had come to feeding tray all winter (Laing). 
 
Thrushes through Warblers.—Am. Robins nested at 
Blaine the first 3 weeks in May, with 2nd broods 
the last 3 weeks in July. Olive-backed Thrushes 
arrived at Victoria, May 13, and were abundant in 
good habitat. Young Ruby-crowned Kinglets were 
flying, April 19 (common); Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were fairly common. Cedar Waxwings 
arrived, May 30, and were common (JOC, ARD). 
Two pairs were brooding at Blaine the last 2 weeks 
in July and the first week in August. Solitary Vireos 
were at Medina, June 19 to July 16; the Red-eyed, 
June 8 to August 6. At Victoria, Warbling and 
Solitary Vireos were fairly common. Young 
Orange-crowned Warblers were flying, June 5 
(common); Yellow Warblers were diminished in 

numbers. Yellow Warblers nested at Blaine the last 
week in June. Black-throated Gray Warblers were 
at Medina, July 23 to August 2; and a stray 
Townsend's, July 23. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Western Meadowlarks were 
scarce at Victoria; Brewer's Blackbirds, common. 
Western Tanagers arrived, June 6 (scarce). A flock 
of 400+ Red-winged Blackbirds at Comox (mainly 
birds of the year, and the largest flock Pearse has 
seen) suggested a good nesting season. 
 
Finches, Sparrows.—Purple Finches nested at Blaine 
the last 2 weeks in June. They were common at 
Victoria, where the House Finch arrived, May 12. 
The latter has been spreading slowly since 1937. 
Young Pine Siskins were flying, July 15 (fairly 
common); young Am. Goldfinches flying, July 10 
(common) (JOC, ARD). Red Crossbills showed a 
marked increase at Comox, after a deep low. 
Spotted Towhees were very scarce in the vicinity 
(TP). They were in fair numbers at Victoria, but 
have been decreasing. They nested twice in the 
Seattle area (VEC). Savannah Sparrows nested at 
Blaine the last 2 weeks in May, with a 2nd brood 
the last 2 weeks in July. Young Oregon Juncos 
were flying at Victoria, June 4; young Chipping 
Sparrow, June 13 (common.) White-crowned 
Sparrows had a 2nd brood, July 30 (common). 
White-crowned Sparrows nested at Blaine the first 
2 weeks in June. Song Sparrows nested twice at 
Seattle, and were very scarce at COMOX.—
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 

End 1950 
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1951 
 
Autumn Migration, 1950 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The late summer and 
fall months were characterized by clear warm 
weather. Practically no rain fell from late June 
through early October, and cloudy days were a rare 
occurrence. Daily temperatures were above normal 
throughout this period, and it was the middle of 
September before the first light frosts were 
experienced. The effect of this pleasant fall 
weather was rather noticeable where the fall 
migration was concerned. 
 

 
Almost without exception summer residents 
lingered much later than heretofore, while 
transients from farther north appeared in larger 
numbers and were also late in departing. In theory 
this fall migration of 1950 could be considered 
normal in every respect, dates of departure being 
unaffected by adverse weather conditions usually 
experienced, to some extent at least, at this season 
of the year. Likewise attesting to the absence of 
the usual weather hazards was the noticeable 
scarcity of unusual species, transients observed 
being those normally found in this part of the 
country. The following summary of the fall 
migration is confined largely to northern Idaho 
with a few records for eastern Washington. 
 
Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl.—A Red-necked Grebe, 
an uncommon bird in Idaho was seen on Lake 
Coeur d'Alene, near Harrison, in Kootenai County, 
on Oct. 11 (Seymour Levy). The Eared Grebe 
appeared at Rose Lake, Kootenai Co., on Oct. 7 
(Levy), and on the Snake River at Lewiston, in Nez 
Perce Co., the same day (Jollie). One Western 
Grebe was observed on Lake Coeur d'Alene on 
Sept. 28, and 2 on Rose Lake, Kootenai County, 
on Oct. 7 (Levy). On the latter date a single bird 
was likewise seen on the Snake River at Lewiston 
(Jollie). The Pied-billed Grebe was rioted at 

Moscow on Aug. 27 and Sept. 4 (Jollie). The Great 
Blue Heron occurred throughout the fall in small 
numbers, being seen at Potlatch, July 19; Moscow, 
July 29; and Lewiston, Aug. 21 and 27 and Oct. 6 
and 21 (Burleigh), and at Medicine Lake, Kootenai 
Co., Oct. 10 (Levy). A single Black-crowned Night 
Heron in adult plumage was noted at Lewiston, 
Aug. 21 and 27 (Burleigh), an unusual record this 
far north in the state. Levy reported an Am. 
Bittern at Porthill, Boundary Co., on Sept. 20. 
Numerous flocks of Canada Geese were seen at 
Copeland, Boundary Co., on Sept. 20, and flocks 
of Snow Geese, totaling over 300 individuals, were 
watched flying over the Sisters Peaks in Shoshone 
Co. on Oct. 21 (Levy). Three Wood Ducks on 
Cave Lake, Kootenai Co., on Oct. 10 (Levy) were 
late fall transients. 
 
Hawks.—A Goshawk, uncommon in the northern 
part of Idaho, was seen at Medimont, Kootenai 
Co., on Oct. 11 (Levy). The last Osprey for the 
year was seen on the Snake River at Lewiston, Oct. 
21 (Burleigh). Pigeon Hawks appeared at Moscow, 
Oct. 3 and 18 (Burleigh). 
 
Shorebirds.—Jollie reported the following species at 
the millpond at Potlatch: Spotted Sandpiper, Sept. 
17, a late date in the fall; Solitary Sandpiper, Aug. 
23 and 31, and Sept. 10; Greater Yellow-legs, Aug. 
13 and 31, and Sept. 10; Lesser Yellow-legs, Aug. 
23 and 31; Least Sandpiper, Aug. 13 and 23; 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 27; Baird's Sandpiper, 
Aug. 23 and 27, and Sept. 10; Least Sandpiper, 
Aug. 13 and 23; Semipalmated Sandpiper, Aug. 23 
and 27; Western Sandpiper, Aug. 13, 23, 27, and 
31; Stilt Sandpiper, Aug. 23; Northern Phalarope, 
Aug. 27; Ringed Plover, a rare bird in Idaho, Aug. 
23. He also saw a Sanderling at Sandpoint, Sept. 7. 
Levy observed the following at Sandpoint on Sept. 
28, a rather late date for the northern part of the 
State: Ringed Plover; Black-bellied Plover, one of 
the few records for the State (4 seen); Lesser 
Yellow-legs; Pectoral Sandpiper; Baird's Sandpiper; 
and Semi-palmated Sandpiper. He also saw a flock 
of 20 Dowitchers at Medicine Lake, Kootenai Co., 
on Oct. 10. At Lewiston, on the Snake River, the 
last Spotted Sandpiper for the year was seen Sept. 
13; also the greater Yellow-legs on Aug. 16 and 21, 
the Lesser Yellow-legs on Aug. 21, the Least 
Sandpiper on Aug. 16 and 21, the Western 
Sandpiper on Aug. 21 (Burleigh). 
 
Gulls and Terns.—The Ring-billed Gull appeared on 
the Snake River at Lewiston on Aug. 4, and was 
present in small numbers through Oct. 21. The 
Common Tern was noted there twice, single birds 
being seen Sept. 29 and Oct. 21 (Burleigh). 
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Mourning Dove.—A rather late breeding record was 
a nest found at Lewiston on Sept. 4 that held 2 
half-incubated eggs (Burleigh). 
 
Goatsuckers and Swifts.—At Moscow the last 
Common Nighthawk for the year was seen Sept. 
20 (late), and the last Vaux's Swift. Sept. 29  
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(late). Approximately 100 individuals of the latter 
species were found roosting in an old fir stub from 
the first week in September until the 20th of the 
month (Burleigh). 
 
Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—A male Rufous 
Hummingbird, Sept. 9, at Moscow, was very late. 
The last Lewis's Woodpecker at Moscow was seen 
Oct. 2 (late); last Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Oct. 7 
(Burleigh). 
 
Flycatchers.—Departure dates at Moscow were as 
follows (Burleigh): Eastern Kingbird, Sept. 2; 
Hammond's Flycatcher, Oct. 7 (late); Western 
Wood Pewee, Sept. 17; Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Sept. 18 (late). At Lewiston, the Western Kingbird 
was last seen on Aug. 21, and the Say's Phoebe on 
Sept. 13, while at Potlatch the last Traill's 
Flycatcher was noted on Sept. 8 (late) (Burleigh). 
 
Swallows.—Departure dates were as follows: 
(Burleigh): Violet-green Swallow, Lewiston, Sept. 
29; Bank Swallow, Moscow, Aug. 22; Rough-
winged Swallow, Moscow, Aug. 28; Barn Swallow, 
Uniontown, Wash., Sept. 29 (late); Cliff Swallow, 
Moscow, Sept. 17 (late). 
 
Wrens through Vireos.—Departure dates were as 
follows (Burleigh): House Wren, Pullman, Wash., 
Sept. 22; Catbird, Moscow, Sept. 19 (late); Hermit 
Thrush, Moscow, Oct. 12 (first noted Sept. 15); 
Olive-backed Thrush, Moscow, Sept. S (and a late 
record, Sept. 16, Jollie); Veery, Moscow, Sept. 2; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Moscow, Oct. 24; Water 
Pipit, Pullman, Wash., Oct. 19 (first noted at 
Genesee, Sept. 13); Solitary Vireo, Potlatch, Oct. 2 
(late); Warbling Vireo, Moscow, Sept. 17. Winter 
Wrens, now rarely seen since the severe winters of 
the past 2 years, were observed at Cow Creek, 
Boundary Co., on Sept. 22 (Levy), and at Moscow, 
Oct. 14 (Jollie) and Oct. 27 (Burleigh). The first 
Gray Shrike appeared at Pullman, Wash., Oct. 26, 
an average date of arrival. 
 
Warblers.—Dates of departure were as follows 
(Burleigh): Orange-crowned Warbler, Pullman, 

Wash., Oct. 8; Yellow Warbler, Lewiston, Sept. 4; 
Townsend's Warbler, Pullman, Wash., Sept. 28 
(very late); Macgillivray's Warbler, Moscow, Sept. 
30 (late); Common Yellowthroat, Moscow, Oct. 4 
(late); Yellow-breasted Chat, Potlatch, Sept. 3; Am. 
Redstart, Princeton, Aug. 24. The Myrtle Warbler, 
rarely seen in the fall, was noted at Pullman, 
Wash., Sept. 22, and at Moscow, Oct. 4. A 
Northern Waterthrush, an extremely rare transient, 
was seen at Potlatch, Aug. 12. The Black-capped 
Warbler appeared at Moscow, Aug. 10, and was 
observed almost daily through Oct. 16. 
 
Blackbirds and Tanagers.—Departure dates 
(Burleigh) were as follows: Brewer's Blackbird, 
Spangle, Wash., Oct. 30; Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Lewiston, Aug. 21 (late). Flocks of Western 
Meadowlarks and Red-winged Blackbirds were 
frequently observed throughout all of October. 
The last Western Tanager was seen at Moscow, 
Sept. 24 (Jollie). 
 
Sparrows.—Departure dates (Burleigh) were as 
follows: Black-headed Grosbeak, Potlatch, Sept. 3 
(late); Cassin's Finch, Moscow, Oct. 29 (late); 
Spotted Towhee, Lewiston, Oct. 13; Savannah 
Sparrow, Lewiston, Oct. 21 (late); Vesper Sparrow, 
Moscow, Sept. 27; Lark Sparrow, Lewiston, Oct. 
13 (late); Brewer's Sparrow, Moscow, Sept. 5. The 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch appeared at Sisters 
Peak, Shoshone Co., Oct. 15 (Levy), and at 
Genesee, Latah Co., Oct. 21 (Burleigh). The Slate-
colored Junco was first seen at Moscow, Oct. 17, 
the Am. Tree Sparrow at Lewiston, Oct. 16, the 
White-crowned Sparrow at Lewiston, Aug. 27 
(early), and the Lincoln's Sparrow at Moscow, Aug. 
30 (early). Fox Sparrows are fairly common 
summer residents in northern Idaho and eastern 
Washington, but are rarely observed after early 
August. It was of interest, therefore, that a single 
bird taken at Pullman, Wash., on Oct. 1, was 
found to represent the Alberta Fox Sparrow 
(altivagans).—T. D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1950 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general, the 
weather over most of the Region was hot and dry 
during the latter part of August and fore part of 
September. The latter part of September was mild 
with normal precipitation.  
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October and the first week in November were 
abnormally clear and warm; a cold front moved in 
from the northwest on Nov. 9, and on Nov. 13 a 
large part of the open water ponds and lakes were 
covered with ice. This cold spell lasted for several 
days and moved a large percentage of the 
waterfowl and most of the shorebirds on to 
warmer climates. The fall migration through this 
Intermountain Region appeared, in general, to be 
about normal as compared with the previous few 
years. 
 
Loons, Grebes, and Pelicans.—A freshly killed Arctic 
Loon was found near the Ruby Lake Refuge near 
Elko, Nev., Oct. 21 (Baine H. Cater). A Common 
Loon, which had died a week or so earlier, was 
observed on Nov. 12 at Farmington Bay, Utah (C. 
W. Lockerbie). F. G. Evenden reported 2 Eared 
Grebes at Donner Lake, Calif., on Oct. 9; 3 at 
Silver State Gun Club, near Leetsville, Nev., Oct. 
10; and 3 at Gardnerville, Nev., Oct. 11. Evenden 
also noted 2 Pied-billed Grebes near Reno, Nev., 
and 6 near Leetsville, Nev., Oct. 10. At Bear River 
Refuge, Utah, 250 Eared Grebes, 900 Western 
Grebes, and 175 Pied-billed Grebes were counted 
on Oct. 2; by end of  
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November most of them had left. At Pathfinder 
Reservoir, Wyo., 23 White Pelicans were noted on 
Sept. 4 (Oliver K. Scott), 300 were observed Aug. 
16 at Deer Flat Refuge, near Nampa, Idaho, and 
were last seen, Nov. 27 (F. Sheldon Dart). At 
BRR, Utah, 4200 White Pelicans were estimated, 
Oct. 2, and by Nov. 26 their number had 
diminished to 3. 
 
Cormorants, Herons, and Ibis.—At Deer Flat Refuge, 
Idaho, 125 Double-crested Cormorants were 
noted, Aug. 16, and were gone by Oct. 15 (FSD). 
Sixty-two were seen near Salt Lake City, Utah, on 
Sept. 24 (CWL). At B.R.R. the peak of the 
cormorant migration occurred on Oct. 2, when 

600 were observed; by the end of November only 
25 remained. Dart reported 25 Great Blue Herons 
at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on Aug. 27, and they 
were still present by the end of November; at 
B.R.R. 150 were noted Oct. 2, and a few remained 
throughout the period. At Deer Flat Refuge, 25 
Am. Egrets and 60 Snowy Egrets were noted on 
Aug. 20, and were last seen, Sept. 30 (FSD). A 
Snowy Egret was noted near Lovelock, Nev., Oct. 
9 (FGE), and 10 were reported near Salt Lake City, 
Sept. 24 (CWL); at B.R.R. 1500 were estimated on 
Sept. 15 but they had departed by end of the 
period. Two hundred White-faced Ibis were 
observed near Salt Lake City, Sept. 24 (CWL); at 
Deer Flat Refuge they reached a peak of 450 on 
Aug. 27, and were gone by Oct. 15 (FSD); near 
Lovelock, Nev., 23 were noted, Oct. 9 (FGE). The 
white-faced Ibis population at BRR was estimated 
at 1800 on Sept. 1; they had all departed by end of 
the period. 
 
Swans.—Six Whistling Swans were observed at 
Farmington Bay, Utah, Sept. 24 (CWL); 250 
Whistling Swans arrived at Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev., Nov. 30, and 9 Trumpeter Swans were 
observed in that area during the period (Baine H. 
Cater). M. C. Aldous reported 23 Whistling Swans 
at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., 
on Nov. 14, and they were last seen, Nov. 20. The 
Whistling Swan numbered 100 on Oct. 22 at Deer 
Flat Refuge, and had departed by Nov. 9 (FSD); at 
the Pathfinder Reservoir, Wyo., 4 were noted on 
Oct. 22 by O. K. Scott, who reported that the 
concentrations of ducks and geese this year seem 
to be below previous years. An estimated 20,000 
Whistling Swans were using the BRR, Utah, the 
latter part of November; this is a 20 per cent 
increase over previous years. 
 
Geese.—Canada Geese were noted through most of 
the Region during the period; at Cokeville, Wyo., a 
peak of 1,500 was reached early in November; 
1,000 were observed at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nov., 
Oct. 15 (BHC). At the Deer Flat, Basin Canada 
Geese reached a peak of 5,000 on Nov. 9, and 
Lesser Canada Geese reached peak of 75 on Nov. 
30; both races were still present at end of period; 
also one Cackling Canada Goose was noted in this 
area, Oct. 22 (FSD). At the B.R.R. a peak of 3500 
Canada Geese was reached during November, 
which is an increase over previous years. 
 
Ducks.—Near Cokeville, Wyo., the usual number 
of Mallards were present and by Nov. 25 most had 
departed, according to W. O. Deshler, who 
reported that: Pintails numbered far less than usual 
this year, the Blue-winged Teal decreased from last 
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year, no golden-eyes have been seen in this area 
for two hunting seasons, although three years ago 
many were taken by hunters; the overall duck 
population in the Cokeville, Wyoming area is less 
than for the past two years. At Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Cater reported peak concentrations of 3,000 
Mallards on Oct. 20, 4,000 Pintail on Oct. 16, 
2,500 Redhead and 2,500 Canvas-back, Oct. 23, as 
well as 400 Blue-winged Teal, 500 Cinnamon Teal, 
and 200 Shoveller during September, and 500 
Gadwall, 700 Am. Widgeon, 500 Green-winged 
Teal and 500 Ruddy Ducks during October. At 
Deer Flat Refuge, a peak concentration of 500,000 
Mallards was estimated, Nov. 9, according to 
Sheldon Dart, who also reported 1,500 Blue-
winged Teal and 1,000 Cinnamon Teal on Sept. 15, 
10,000 Green-winged Teal on Oct. 15, and 2,000 
Gadwall, 8,000 Am. Widgeon, 8,000 Pintail, 1,000 
Redhead, 1,000 Canvas-back, 1,000 scaup, 500 
Am. Golden-eye, 200 Barrow's Golden-eye, and 
300 Bufflehead the latter part of November. 
Lockerbie reported a peak concentration of 10,000 
Pintail near Salt Lake City on Nov. 12, and 1,000 
Am. Widgeon, Sept. 24. Evenden observed 12,000 
miscellaneous ducks on Oct. 9 adjacent to 
Humboldt Lakes, Lovelock, Nev., as well as 
smaller numbers of Mallard, Gadwall, Am. 
Widgeon, Pintail, teal, Shoveller, Redhead, and 
Ruddy, at various points in Nevada. At B.R.R. the 
Green-winged Teal population has increased, while 
Pintails and Canvasbacks have decreased. 
Following are a few peak concentration figures for 
the more common species of ducks at Bear River 
Refuge: Mallard, 35,000, Oct. 2; Gadwall, 38,000, 
Oct. 18; Am. Widgeon, 65,000, Oct. 18; Pintail, 
300,000, Oct. 18; Green-winged Teal, 300,000, 
Oct. 18; Cinnamon Teal, 4,000, Oct. 18; Shoveller, 
60,000, Oct. 18; Redhead, 9,000, Oct. 18; Canvas-
back, 35,000, Oct. 2; Lesser Scaup, 1,000, Oct. 18; 
Ruddy Duck, 1,500, Oct. 18; and White-winged 
Scoter, 50, Nov. 30. One Old-squaw was taken by 
a hunter at B.R.R., Nov. 24. 
 
Hawks.—Two Rough-legged Hawks were noted, 
Nov. 12, near Salt Lake City (CWL). The hawk 
migration near Casper, Wyo., was about average, 
with eagles appearing in numbers in November 
(OKS). At B.R.R. on Oct. 18 one Rough-legged 
Hawk, 1 Golden Eagle, 25 Marsh Hawks, 4 
Peregrine Falcons, and 2 Sparrow Hawks were 
observed. Two Prairie Falcons were noted near 
Lovelock, Nev., on Oct. 9 and 10 (FGE). 
 
Cranes and Coots.—Fifteen Sandhill Cranes were 
counted during the period at Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev. (BHC). Am. Coots were reported in usual 
numbers through most of the Region; 70,000 were 

estimated at B.R.R. on Sept. 5, which is an increase 
over previous years. 
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Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Near Salt Lake City, 6 
Snowy Plovers were observed on Aug. 27; $lack-
bellied Plovers, 24, Sept. 24; 12 Spotted 
Sandpipers and 2 Solitary Sandpipers, Aug. 12; 42 
Greater Yellow-legs and 82 Lesser Yellowlegs, 
Sept. 24; 1 Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 12; 6 Baird's 
Sandpipers, 60 Western Sandpipers, and 4 
Sanderlings on Aug. 27. Also 1,000 Am. Avocets, 
Sept. 24 (last one seen on Nov. 12), 300 Black-
necked Stilts, Aug. 12 (last observation), 200 
Wilson's Phalaropes (last seen Aug. 12), 1,000 
Ring-billed Gulls, Sept. 24, 177 Franklin's Gulls 
and 100 Forster's Terns, Aug. 12 (last seen Sept. 
24), 1 Caspian Tern last seen Sept. 24, and 25 
Black Terns last seen Aug. 12 (CWL). Evenden 
reported 1,400 Am. Avocets near Fernley, Nev., 
Oct. 9, 1,200 Am. Avocets near Lovelock, Nev., 
Oct. 9, and Dowitchers and Caspian Terns near 
Lovelock, Nev., Oct. 9. Two Killdeer were noted 
near Alamosa, Colo., Nov. 24, with 1 still present 
at end of November (Mrs. Robert Armagast). The 
fall migration of shorebirds through the B.R.R. 
appeared to be about normal. Following are a few 
peak concentration figures on shorebirds at B.R.R.: 
Killdeer, 400, Sept. 5; Am. Golden Plover, 10, Oct. 
2; Black-bellied Plover, 50, Oct. 2; Spotted 
Sandpiper, 50, Sept. 16; Greater Yellow-legs, 35, 
Sept. 16; Lesser Yellow-legs, 150, Aug. 16; Baird's 
Sandpiper, 3,000, Sept. 16; Dowitcher, 9000, Sept. 
16; Western Sandpiper, 5,000, Aug. 15; Marbled 
Godwit, 5,000, Sept. 1 (500 were still present on 
Nov. 22); Am. Avocet, 9,000, Aug. 15; Black-
necked Stilt, 4,000, Aug. 15; Wilson's Phalarope, 
2,000, Aug. 15; Northern Phalarope, 3,000, Sept. 1; 
Ring-bellied Gull, 2,000 Oct. 2; Forster's Tern, 
3,500, Aug. 15; and Black Tern, 2,200, Aug. 15. 
 
Woodpeckers and Passerine Birds.—F. G. Evenden, Jr., 
reported Red-shafted Flickers common in farming 
areas of Lovelock and Fallon, Nev., also, one 
Hairy Woodpecker at Carson on Oct. 11. Red-
shafted Flickers were common in the vicinity of 
Brigham, Utah, and at Bear River Refuge 
Headquarters. Barn and Cliff Swallows were very 
numerous at B.R.R.; 7,500 Barn Swallows were 
estimated in early September, last observed Oct. 
29. Several hundred Violet-green and Tree 
Swallows were also observed at B.R.R. during 
September. Mrs. Robert M. Armagast reported 
grosbeaks and Am. Robins have been common in 
Alamosa, Colo., during the latter part of 
November. M. C. Aldous reported Am. Robins 
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and Common Starlings present at Sheldon 
National Antelope Refuge during November. 
Lockerbie reported a good migration of Am. 
Robins through the Salt Lake City area in 
September; also several migrating flocks of 
Mountain Bluebirds during August and September. 
He also observed approximately 100 Common 
Starlings on Oct. 14; this bird is now increasing 
very rapidly in the Great Basin area, several flocks 
having been observed in the Brigham, Utah, area 
this fall. Am. Goldfinches have been abundant at 
B.R.R. this fall; however, the Oregon Juncos have 
been noticeably absent. Five Evening Grosbeaks 
were observed at B.R.R., Dec. 10. Small flocks of 
Evening Grosbeaks were still present in the Salt 
Lake City area (CWL). Black-capped and Mountain 
Chickadees were reported at Fallon and Carson, 
Nev., and 30 Water Pipits at Lovelock and 10 at 
Fernley, Nev., Oct. 10; Audubon's Warblers were 
common at Reno, Lovelock, and Carson, Nev., on 
Oct. 9 to 11; and White-crowned Sparrows were 
abundant at Lovelock, Oct. 9 (FGE Jr.).—
VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear 
River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1950 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
August was dry and warmer than normal. 
September was moderately warm, with 
precipitation below normal. This condition carried 
over into the first part of October. The rest of the 
month was overcast, windy, and moderately cool, 
with nearly double the normal amount of rainfall. 
November was warmer than normal, frequently 
stormy, with heavy precipitation. 

                  
Because of the growing importance of Bellevue 
among the small communities on the shore of 
Lake Washington east of Seattle, its name will be 

used henceforth instead of its close neighbor, 
Medina. Much unused land, and lake water 
sheltered by Mercer Is., made this area attractive to 
birds of all species. Of interest this season was the 
southward movement of Snowy Owls. The influx 
of Saw-whet Owls at Victoria attracted attention. 
Several reporters remarked about the late 
departure of swallows. 
 
Grebes.—Horned Grebes were at Victoria, Sept. 4, 
and Eared Grebes, Sept. 10 (A. R. Davidson). 
Eared Grebes were at Blaine, Oct. 18 (Lucile 
Kline). A flock of 1500± Western Grebes was 
seen at Comox, Sept. 13; otherwise much below 
normal. Other grebes were about average (Theed 
Pearse). 
 
Swans, Geese.—Whistling Swans stopped at the 
Bellevue area, Nov. 5 to 7 (Walter Hagenstein, W. 
H. Ransom). Canada Geese passed through 
Comox in goodly number (TP). A concentration 
of 10,000 was seen on mud flats on the west coast 
of Vancouver Is., Nov. 6 (C. J. Guiguet). About 
100 were seen at Blaine, Oct. 20 (LK); and some at 
Medina, Oct. 28 (WH). They arrived early, Sept. 
27, in the Portland area (Oregon Audubon 
Society). Cackling Canada Geese were heading 
south in Marion Co., Oreg., Sept. 1 (F. G. 
Evenden, Jr.). White-fronted Geese went through 
S. Vancouver Is. the last of October (CJG). Snow 
Geese were at Bellevue, Oct. 18, 30, Nov. 7 (WH). 
 
Ducks.—A considerable migration of Mallards and 
Pintails was noted at Comox in mid-October. 
Pintails were mainly young birds. Am. Widgeons 
were scarce until early November, when a flock of 
400+, mainly young, went through. Scaup showed 
some improvement over recent years. Surf Scoters 
were above average in migration, with Red-
breasted Mergansers very few (TP). The first Am. 
Widgeon, Shovellers, and Red-breasted 
Mergansers were at Victoria, Sept 29, with 
immature Shovellers, Oct. 16. Greater Scaup, Old-
squaws, Buffleheads and Hooded Mergansers 
came in Oct. 15 to 18 (J. O. Clay, A. R. Davidson). 
A concentration of Mallards, Pintails, Green-
winged Teal, Surf and White-winged Scoters was 
seen on the west coast of Vancouver Is., Nov. 10 
(CJG). Pintails were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 30, 
with 500±, Oct. 10; Ruddy Ducks (12), Oct. 14; 13 
female Buffleheads, Oct. 28; Greater Scaup (5) and 
Am. Golden-eyes (12), Nov. 29 (LK). About 500 
Pintails were migrating high at the north end of L. 
Sammamish, King Co., Wash., Nov. 3 (WHR). 
Am. Widgeon arrived at Bellevue, Sept. 17; 
Canvas-backs, Nov. 4; Shovellers, Am. Golden-
eyes, and Hooded Mergansers, Nov. 5; Ring-



Northwest	  Field	  Notes	  Annotated,	  1948-‐1955	  

necked Ducks, Nov. 11, and Buffleheads, Nov. 18 
(WH). Some Shovellers at Portland, Oct. 28, were 
early (OAS). Mr. Evenden was impressed by the 
absence of ducks at the S. Corvallis swamp, Sept. 
5. 
 
Shorebirds.—Small shorebirds were more in 
evidence at Comox. Greater Yellow-legs were 
better than average, with the Lesser Yellow-legs 
and Dowitchers about average. At Victoria, Ringed 
Plovers were seen, Aug. 24; Black-bellied Plovers, 
Oct. 1; Spotted Sandpipers, Oct. 12 (Victoria 
Natural History Society). A few Wandering 
Tattlers came in, July 15 (CJG), and remained until 
Sept. 11. Greater Yellow-legs, first adults, were 
seen, July 30, and the Lesser, Aug. 17 to Sept. 25. 
Other dates were: Pectoral Sandpipers, Aug. 13; 
Semipalmated Sandpipers, Aug. 20; Stilt Sandpiper, 
Aug. 28; Baird's, Sept. 13; Dowitchers, July 29 to 
Sept 30. About 250 Northern Phalaropes were 
seen, Aug. 31 (ARD). Greater Yellow-legs were at 
Blaine, July 28 to Oct. 15 (LK). Shorebirds began 
returning to the Seattle area about July 9, and were 
becoming abundant the last of August. Three 
immature Black-bellied Plovers were seen, Sept. 
17. Fewer yellow-legs were reported in migration 
at Seattle, although many sandpipers passed 
through. Pectoral Sandpipers were the last to leave, 
Oct. 3. The rare Semipalmated Sandpiper was at 
the University swamp, Sept. 22-23 (VC). A Willet 
was seen at Westport, Grays Harbor Co., Wash., 
Sept. 1-2 (Joan Laval). Lesser Yellow-legs (rare  
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migrants) were on Government Is., near Portland, 
Nov. 11, and Dowitchers, Sept. 17 (OAS). 
 
Gulls, Terns.—California Gulls were at Victoria and 
Blaine, Aug. 15. They were back at Seattle in 
numbers the first part of August (McMannama). 
Short-billed Gulls (500±) were at Comox, July 31 
(TP), and arrived at Victoria, Aug. 11 (JOC, ARD). 
Over 1,000 Bonaparte's Gulls were at Comox, July 
31. They were at Victoria, July 18 to Oct. 5, and 
were last seen at Blaine, Nov. 5. Miss Cannon 
reported the uncommon Heermann's and Sabine's 
Gulls on upper Puget Sound, Aug. 27. Pearse 
reported 2 Heermann's in the same vicinity, Oct. 
28. A Black-legged Kittiwake, a bird of the year, 
was the first seen by Pearse at Comox. Common 
Terns were at Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 25 (VC). 
 
Pigeons.—The status of Band-tailed Pigeons at 
Seattle was about the same. They were seen 
regularly at Bellevue during the period, 1 or a few, 
at times as many as 50 (Sept. 10), and 75 (Nov. 15 

(WH). They nested during late August and early 
September on Mt. Tabor in Portland (OAS). 
 
Owls.—Reports of Snowy Owls came from Comox 
(3); Blaine (1), Nov. 25; Bellevue, Nov. 17 (WH); 
and Nov. 25 (H. W. Beecher). A female was 
captured in Olympia, Wash., in mid-November 
(Daily Olympian), Five adult Saw-whet Owls, taken 
in the Victoria area, Oct. 14 to 19, will be banded 
and released (CJG). Another was seen, Nov. 7 
(ARD). One found dead in Portland, Oreg., Nov. 
19, is the second record for Multnomah Co. 
(OAS). 
 
Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—The migration of 
land birds at Comox was generally poor. The good 
weather was blamed. A wave of Common 
Nighthawks passed through, Aug. 18, with Black 
Swifts, Aug. 15 (TP). Common Nighthawks were 
last seen at Victoria, Aug. 25 (VNHS); at Blaine, 
Aug. 28 (LK); and at Bellevue, Nov. 7 (WH). Black 
Swifts were seen regularly at Bellevue, Aug. 15 to 
Sept. 28. Vaux's Swifts were last seen there, Sept. 
10. A flock over W. Seattle, Oct. 5, was somewhat 
late (VC). Rufous Hummingbirds left Victoria, 
Aug. 30 (ARD); and Bellevue, Sept. 4 (WH). They 
were still at Woodburn, Marion Co., Oreg., Sept. 3 
(FGE); Yellow-shafted Flickers are occasionally 
seen in the central part of this Region, where 
hybrids (Red X Yellow-shafted) are sometimes 
seen. Three Yellow-shafted Flickers were noted at 
Blaine, Nov. 9, and a hybrid male was noted (LK). 
A typical Yellow-shafted was seen at Portland, 
Nov. 18 (OAS). 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—Olive-sided Flycatchers were 
last seen at Blaine, Aug. 14; and at Bellevue, Aug. 
28. Traill's Flycatchers left Blaine and Bellevue, 
Aug. 28. The Western Flycatcher was last noted at 
Bellevue, Aug. 23. Violet-green Swallows left 
Victoria, Aug. 15; Barn Swallows, Sept. 10 (ARD). 
At Blaine; Cliff Swallows left, Aug. 25; Violet-
greens, Sept. 2; and the Barn, Sept. 12. A pair of 
the latter species was feeding young on Aug. 31. 
Six or more Violet-green Swallows were noted at 
Seattle, Oct. 8 (McM). A flock of Barn Swallows 
was reported in SE Seattle, Oct. 1 (no later 
reports) (VC). Last dates at Bellevue were: Cliff 
Swallows, Aug. 31; Barn, Sept. 15; Violet-green, 
Sept. 25; Tree, Oct. 11; with Purple Martins, Sept. 
16 (WH). Violet-green Swallows were still at 
Woodburn, Sept. 3, with Tree and Barn Swallows 
at Corvallis, Sept. 5 (FGE).  
 
Thrushes.—Am. Robins were few in migration at 
Comox. Olive-backed (Russet) Thrushes passed 
through in a wave, Aug. 18 (TP). Olive-backs left 
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Victoria, Aug. 30 (ARD); and Bellevue, Aug. 27 
(WH). Western Bluebirds were last seen at 
Victoria, Oct. 1, and at Blaine, Oct. 23. Hermit 
Thrushes were noted last at Victoria, Oct. 1 (JOC). 
 
Pipits through Warblers.—Water Pipits were more 
numerous in migration at Comox, were noted at 
Victoria, Sept. 9; at Blaine, Sept. 28; and at 
Bellevue, Sept. 10. Common Starlings were 
reported in NE Portland, Oct. 28, and farther 
north on dairy lands, Nov. 19 (OAS). There were 3 
reports of the Gray Shrike at Comox and 1 at 
Blaine (Oct. 27). Solitary Vireos passed through 
Comox in a wave, Aug. 18, and were not seen 
later. They were last reported at Victoria, Oct. 13 
(JOC), and at Bellevue, Sept. 12, where the Red-
eyed Vireo was last seen, Sept. 4 (WH). Warbling 
Vireos left Victoria, Aug. 13. Orange-crowned and 
Yellow Warblers passed through Comox, Aug. 18. 
They were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 1 and 13, 
respectively. The Orange-crowned Warbler left 
Bellevue, Sept. 13; the Yellow, Aug. 25; and the 
Common Yellow-throat, Sept. 10. Black-throated 
Gray Warblers were there until Oct. 7. Black-
capped Warblers were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 7. 
 
Tanagers, Finches, Sparrows.—Western Tanagers 
passed through Comox, Aug. 18; were last seen at 
Victoria, Aug. 26; and at Bellevue, Sept. 12. Am. 
Goldfinches were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 25. 
Migrating sparrows seemed few at Comox, 
although Chipping Sparrows passed through in a 
wave, Aug. 18. They were last seen at Victoria on 
the same day, and at Bellevue, Aug. 31. White-
crowned Sparrows were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 
24 (ARD); and the Golden-crowned, Oct. 15 
(JOC).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington 
State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 

CORRIGENDA 
 

Corrections in Volume 4 should be made as 
follows: Page 179, col. 2: delete 5th and 6th lines 
from bottom of page and insert "(Tex., 
Brownsville); White Ibis, 1041 (Fla., Myakka) 
"Page 181, col. 2, line 40: change "(N.C., 
Washington)" to "(N.C., Wilmington). "Page 259, 
col. 1, line 6: change "Bolinas Bay" to "Bolinas 
Lagoon." Page 291, col. 2, line 37: change 
"Immigrant Pass" to "Emigrant Gap." 
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The Winter Season, 1950-51 
 

PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho 
and eastern Washington the winter was, unlike the 
previous two winters, mild and pleasant. 
Throughout November and December there was 
little snow, and on only a few occasions were 
temperatures as low as 25° recorded. In January 
there were brief intervals when severe winter 
weather was experienced, but the snow that fell 
remained on the ground for only a few days. Until 
the latter part of the month the minimum 
temperature recorded was 17° on Jan. 7. On Jan. 
29 and 30 the temperature dropped to -2°, with a 
maximum for those two days of 16°. February was 
again mild. with little snow, and few days when 
temperatures as low as the twenties were 
experienced. This relatively mild winter affected 
noticeably the birdlife of this area. Species such as 
the Mountain Bluebird and Cassin's Finch were 
recorded for the first time at this season of the 
year, and other species normally scarce, notably 
Audubon's Warbler and Brewer's Blackbird, were 
unusually plentiful. The outstanding feature of the 
winter, however, was the abundance of the 
Fringillidae. With the exception of the crossbills, 
conspicuously absent throughout the winter, 
finches of various species were noted in large 
numbers. For western Montana, Hand reports a 
long but not severe winter. He states, "In the 
Missoula area real winter weather set in early in 
November and continued unseasonably, but not 
severely cold, throughout the remainder of the 
month. This was followed by a period of moderate 
to fairly mild weather during December and most 
of January. On the night of Jan. 26 a severe 
blizzard covered most of the state and this was 
followed by a week of extreme cold with minimum 
temperatures at Missoula ranging from -9° to -19° 
and maximum between 0° and 4°. Then there 
followed a gradual temperature moderation which 
reached a maximum of 60° on Feb. 10. The 
remainder of February was near normal with 
temperatures ranging between 10° and 35°. 
Snowfall was slightly below normal throughout 
most of the winter. 
 
Herons, Waterfowl.—A Great Blue Heron seen on 
the Snake River at Lewiston, Idaho, on Feb. 8 was 
the only record for the winter. At Moscow 
approximately 200 Mallards remained throughout 
the winter on Paradise Creek, a mile west of the 
city (Burleigh). In Montana (Hand) Canada Geese, 
as usual, could be noted in singles, pairs and small 
groups at any time along the Flathead River 
between Dixon and Paradise. A flock of 200 was 
reported in a field north of Flathead Lake, Feb. 11. 
Mallards wintered in somewhat greater numbers 
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than usual in the Missoula area, several thousand 
being present in the Frenchtown Valley a few 
miles to the west, and a large number in the lower 
Bitter Root. A few Green-winged Teal remained 
with them, but not as many as in previous winters. 
Am. Golden-eyes were not as common as usual, 
but wintered in small numbers. At Great Falls in 
December flocks totaling several hundred were 
seen. A male Barrow's Golden-eye with several 
females was noted near Craig, between Helena and 
Great Falls, on Dec. 7. A single female Bufflehead 
was seen at Missoula, Dec. 14, and Am. 
Mergansers wintered in small numbers. 
 
Hawks.—At Moscow, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk, and Sparrow 
Hawk wintered as usual in small numbers, an 
occasional bird being observed from time to time. 
The Rough-legged Hawk was seen on Jan. 16 and 
March 20 (Burleigh). In Montana (Hand) Sharp-
shinned Hawks were noted frequently in and about 
Missoula, and a Cooper's Hawk was seen along the 
river just west of town on Jan. 14 (his third winter 
record for the state in 14 years). Several Golden 
Eagles were noted near the Continental Divide 
between Missoula and Helena, and a few along the 
Missouri River brakes north of Helena in early 
December. One of the outstanding features of the 
winter was the prevalence Bald Eagles along the 
Clark Fork and Flathead Rivers. These birds were 
seen frequently, sometimes in pairs, and mostly 
adults, throughout the month of February. On one 
occasion 2 birds were seen within 2 miles of the 
center of Missoula. Others were noted at intervals 
down the river for 150 miles, particularly between 
Dixon and Perma, and from Trout Creek to 
Noxon. At least 2 Pigeon Hawks wintered in 
Missoula, one being still present on March 3. One 
individual seen in and near Greenough Park on the 
northern outskirts of town was extremely dark 
with broad prominent breast markings, suggesting 
the possibility of its representing the race suckleyi. 
 
Grouse and Pheasants.—In Montana, the native 
grouse (Blue, Ruffed and Franklin's) are apparently 
recovering from the low ebb in their cycle of 
abundance, being more frequently observed now 
than for the past 8 or 10 years. European 
Partridges have not yet fully recovered from the 
losses of the last 2 severe winters, but Ring-necked 
Pheasants wintered well and are plentiful (Hand). 

 
Gulls, Doves.—A single Ring-billed Gull seen on 
the Snake River at Lewiston, Idaho, on Feb. 8 is 
the first winter record for this species in this area 
(Burleigh). The Mourning Dove was noted at 
Moscow for the first time during the winter 

months, single birds being seen on Dec. 28 and 
Jan. 19. At Lewiston a flock of 6 was observed on 
Dec. 13 (Burleigh). 
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Owls.—Snowy Owls were reported throughout the 
winter both in northern Idaho and eastern 
Washington, and were seemingly as common as 
during the past winter. The latest record for Idaho 
is that of a bird seen at Genesee, in Latah County, 
on Feb. 8. A Long-eared Owl seen at Moscow on 
Jan. 19 is the second winter record in 4 years for 
this part of the state. Short-eared Owls were again 
numerous in the open Palouse country. On Jan. 
24, at Genesee, 12 were seen late in the afternoon, 
flying low over the open fields, or resting on the 
top of a fence post (Burleigh). 
 
Kingfishers through Jays.—The Belted Kingfisher 
again wintered in small numbers in the Palouse, 
single birds being seen at Ahsahka, Clearwater Co., 
Idaho, Jan. 7, and at Pullman, Wash., Jan. 14. The 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, rarely observed in northern 
Idaho, was noted at Lewiston, Jan, 21, and at 
Moscow, Jan. 29 (Burleigh). The Red-shafted 
Flicker was present throughout the winter in its 
usual numbers at Moscow (Burleigh), and also at 
Missoula (Hand). For the first time since 1948, the 
Clarke's Nutcracker appeared at Moscow, and was 
plentiful from late September until March on the 
wooded ridges about the town. Small flocks were 
seen until early January, and although only 
infrequently seen during the latter part of the 
winter, a single bird was noted as late as March 20 
(Burleigh). 
 
Nuthatches through Shrikes.—Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were as usual, common and frequently 
observed throughout the winter both at Moscow 
(Burleigh) and at Missoula (Hand). The Rock 
Wren was seen at Steptoe Butte, Wash., on Dec. 
17, and at Lewiston, Idaho, Jan. 1 (Burleigh). One 
flock of approximately 30 Am. Robins wintered 
within the city limits of Moscow (Burleigh), while 
at Missoula they were present during the winter 
but in smaller numbers than usual (Hand). The 
Mountain Bluebird was noted for the first time this 
winter in the open Palouse country. In previous 
years none were observed later than early 
November, but this year single males were seen at 
Kamiak Butte, Whitman Co., Wash., Dec. 2 
(Yokum), and at Moscow, Dec. 24 (Burleigh). The 
Townsend's Solitaire, always scarce during the 
winter in northern Idaho, was noted at Moscow, 
Dec. 19 and 25, and Jan. 30 (Burleigh), while at 
Missoula (Hand) it was unusually common and 
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observed throughout the winter. The Bohemian 
Waxwing did not appear at Moscow until Jan. 1 
(unusually late), but large flocks were then present 
almost daily through Feb. 1. At Missoula the first 
flock was seen on Nov. 23, and large flocks were 
then much in evidence until early February (Hand). 
The Cedar Waxwing was recorded but once at 
Moscow, a single bird on Jan. 27 (Burleigh), while 
at Missoula small flocks were seen until the middle 
of February, when they suddenly disappeared 
(Hand). The Gray Shrike was again fairly common 
in the open Palouse country, being first observed 
at Pullman, Wash. on Oct. 26 and almost daily 
thereafter until the end of March (March 18 at 
Moscow, and March 24 at Clarkston, Wash.) 
(Burleigh). An occasional bird was seen at 
Missoula from late December through the first of 
February (Hand). 
 
Warblers.—In previous years the Audubon's 
Warbler was rarely seen during the winter months 
in northern Idaho, but possibly because of the 
relatively mild weather during November and 
December this hardy species was found in 
surprisingly large numbers at Lewiston in January 
and February. On Jan. 24, and again on Feb. 8, 
flocks totaling fully 50 individuals were seen in the 
willows and cottonwoods bordering the Snake 
River (Burleigh). 
 
Blackbirds.—The Western Meadowlark was again 
common at Lewiston throughout the winter, the 
maximum number seen being approximately 60 on 
January 24 (Burleigh). A single bird was noted at 
Missoula on Feb. 4 (Hand). For the second time in 
4 years the Brewer's Blackbird was recorded during 
the winter in northern Idaho, a flock of possibly 
60 birds being noted at Lewiston Jan. 21, and Feb. 
8 (Burleigh). 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—The outstanding feature of 
the winter of 1950-51 was the abundance of the 
Fringillidae in northern Idaho and eastern 
Washington. Cassin's Finches, heretofore 
unrecorded in this area in the winter, were actually 
plentiful, numerous flocks being seen from the 
middle of December through January, February, 
and early March. The largest number observed at 
one time was a flock containing fully 100 
individuals, feeding in an open field at Potlatch, 
Jan. 13. Pine Siskins, normally present in small 
numbers, literally swarmed. During the shortest 
field trip it was possible to see numerous flocks 
totaling hundreds of individuals. The largest flock 
observed was one at Lewiston, on Jan. 21, 
estimated to contain fully 2,000 birds! The first 
Redpolls appeared on Jan. 12 at Viola (8 miles 

north of Moscow), small flocks being then seen at 
frequent intervals through March 24. The largest 
flock noted contained approximately 200 
individuals, and was seen at Palouse, Wash., Jan. 
31. The Pine Grosbeak appeared for the first time 
in four years in the open Palouse country, small 
flocks being frequently seen from early December 
through March 22, feeding in the thickets and 
underbrush fringing the streams. Evening 
Grosbeaks were more abundant than usual, large 
flocks being noted almost daily. Of interest also 
were 3 Spotted Towhees observed at Moscow, Jan. 
19, and 3 White-crowned (Gambel's) Sparrows on 
Jan. 8, also at Moscow; these species are rarely 
seen during the winter months (Burleigh). In 
western Montana, Evening Grosbeaks were 
extremely common, and Pine Grosbeaks were 
fairly common for the first time in several years. 
Redpolls were noted at Missoula in large flocks 
and Pine Siskins in smaller numbers. Oregon 
Juncos and Am. Tree Sparrows occurred in 
maximum numbers, but Song Sparrows were 
scarce and only infrequently observed (Hand).—
THOMAS. D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, 
University of Idaho, Moscow. 
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The Winter Season, 1950-51 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Throughout most of 
the region the weather during the past winter was 
comparatively mild and dry. This was particularly 
true of the Salt Lake valley and the southern part 
of the region, and many birds that are not 
common winter residents remained much later 
than usual, and some stayed on throughout the 
winter. In the Bear River valley the mild winter 
was broken by a short cold spell during the last 10 
days of January and the first few days of February, 
with temperatures dropping below zero on 3 days. 
This short cold spell was followed by exceptionally 
warm weather in mid-February, and the spring 
migration of waterfowl started from 10 days to 2 
weeks earlier than usual. A small flock of Evening 
Grosbeaks, 25 to 30, wintered in the Russian Olive 
trees at the Bear River Refuge headquarters; this is 
the first record of these birds wintering on the 
Refuge. C. W. Lockerbie reports that one of the 
unusual features of the past winter in the vicinity 
of Salt Lake City was the behavior of the 
waxwings, Evening Grosbeak, and Purple Finches. 
Only a few reports came in on the Bohemian 
Waxwing until late March; on the other hand, 
Cedar Waxwings that do not winter here 
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ordinarily, save as stragglers, were reported on 
several occasions throughout the winter. Only a 
few reports came in on Evening Grosbeaks until 
the latter part of January; since then they have 
been observed regularly in flocks of from 10 to as 
many as 300, and continued common throughout 
March. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—Six Western Grebes were 
observed as late as Jan. 1 at Bear River Refuge, and 
the first spring arrivals were noted on March 19. 
Sheldon Dart reported 2 Western Grebes at Deer 
Flat Refuge, Idaho, on Feb. 26, and 25 present on 
March 31. Approximately 30 Pied-billed Grebes 
wintered at Bear River Refuge. R. C. Erickson 
reported the first Western Grebe at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg., on March 19; they were common 
by the 31st; he also reported one White Pelican 
wintering at Malheur. Six White Pelicans were 
observed at B.R.R. as late as Jan. 1, and the first 
spring arrivals were observed on March 19. 
 
Cormorants and Herons.—R. C. Erickson reported 
the first Double-crested Cormorant on March 27 
and several more were seen by the end of the 
month at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. A few Great Blue 
Herons and Am. Egrets wintered on the area and 
became common by the end of the period The 
first Double-crested Cormorants arrived at Bear 
River Refuge on March 15, and 120 were counted 
at the end of the month; the first Am. Bittern was 
seen in this area on Feb. 12, Black-crowned Night 
Herons arrived on Feb. 23, and the Snowy Egret, 
March 26. 
 
Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans were winter 
residents at Malheur Refuge, Oreg., with a peak 
concentration of 6,000 noted on March 5 (RCE); 
at the Bear River Refuge 1,150 were observed on 
Jan. 1, and a peak of 2,375 on March 15. Twenty 
five Whistling Swans arrived at Deer Flat Refuge, 
near Nampa, Idaho, Jan. 23, and had departed by 
end of March (Dart); 45 were counted at Sheldon 
Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., on March 22 and some 
were still present at the end of the period (MCA). 
Lockerbie reported that a few Whistling Swans 
wintered at New State Gun Club west of Salt Lake 
City, and 192 Canada Geese were counted on Jan. 
28 in Skull Valley, Tooele Co., Utah. Canada 
Geese wintered in the vicinity of Cedarville, Calif.; 
also 16 Cackling Geese were observed in this area 
on March 22 (MCA). Twenty White-fronted Geese 
were first observed at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, on 
March 12, and 250 (Common) Canada Geese were 
counted in this area, Jan. 10 (Dart). At Malheur 
Refuge, the Canada Goose reached a peak of 9,000 
on March 12; 1,000 Cackling Geese and 300 

White-fronted Geese were also observed on this 
date; Lesser Snow Geese reached a peak of 35,000 
by March 30 (RCE). About 200 Canada Geese 
arrived at Cokeville, Wyo., the latter part of March 
and appeared to be pairing off for nesting (Wm. 
O. Deshler). A few Canada Geese wintered at 
B.R.R., and by end of period 1,500 were on the 
area; the (Lesser) Snow Goose reached a peak of 
8,000 at B.R.R. on March 15, but by end of March 
most had departed. 
 
Ducks.—At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Mallards 
wintering on the area totaled 8,000 on Jan, 17; the 
Am. Widgeon (755) was first observed Jan. 10; 
Pintail (200) arrived on Jan. 17; Green-winged Teal 
(75), Bufflehead (25), and Am. Merganser (50) 
were first seen Feb. 19; small numbers of Gadwall, 
Shoveller, Redhead, and scaup arrived early in 
March (Dart). On March 31 an estimated 40,000 
Mallards, 10,000 Gadwall, 26,000 Am. Widgeon, 
80,000 Pintail, 12,000 Green-winged Teal, 12,000 
Canvas-backs, 8,000 Lesser Scaup, 1,000 
Buffleheads, 5,000 Ruddy Ducks, and 400 Am. 
Mergansers were using the Malheur Refuge, Burns, 
Oreg. (RCE). Mallards, Pintail, and Redhead in 
large numbers, and a few Canvas-backs, were 
observed at Sheldon Refuge, Calif., March 22 
(MCA). Deshler reported that by the end of March 
no duck concentrations had come into the 
Cokeville, Wyo., area for nesting  
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although the weather had been very good, duck 
migrations into this area appear to be later than 
last year. At B.R.R. 150 Mallards wintered, and 
their population reached 4000 by March 15; the 
first Pintails arrived on Feb. 12 and their number 
had increased to 15,000 by March 15; Green-
winged Teal, first seen on Feb. 16, reached 
population of 20,000 by end of period; other first 
arrival dates include: Ruddy Duck, Feb. 3; 
Canvasback, Feb. 14; Bufflehead, Feb. 23; 
Redhead and Am. Widgeon, Feb. 24; Shoveller, 
Feb. 26; Golden-eye, Feb. 28; Gadwall and Lesser 
Scaup, March 3, and Cinnamon Teal, March 6. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—One Turkey Vulture was 
noted on the date March 26 at Mesa Verde Nat'l. 
Park, Colo., by Don Watson. At Malheur Refuge, 
Oreg., the first Turkey Vulture was seen, Feb. 18, 
and they became common by March 22 (RCE). 
The Golden Eagle, Marsh Hawk, and Red-tailed 
Hawk were fairly common winter residents at the 
Sheldon Nat'l. Antelope Refuge, near Cedarville, 
Calif.; the first Prairie Falcon was observed in this 
area on March 24, and the Sparrow Hawk first 
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seen, March 16 (CMA). Sheldon Dart reported 1 
Marsh Hawk first observed, Feb. 15, and 2 
Sparrow Hawks, March 15, at Deer Flat Refuge, 
Idaho. Marsh Hawks, Rough-legged Hawks, and 
Red-tailed Hawks were common winter residents 
near Salt Lake City, and 2 Golden Eagles wintered 
in this area (CWL). A Bald Eagle was seen, March 
25, near Wellington, Utah; 3 at Morgan, Utah, 
March 16; and a Golden Eagle near Croydon, 
Utah, March 15 (Harold Higgins). At B.R.R. 2 
Rough-legged Hawks, 1 Golden Eagle, 50 Bald 
Eagles, 20 Marsh Hawks, and 5 Peregrine Falcons 
were noted on March 15. 
 
Cranes, Coot.—Near Cedarville, Calif., 350 Sandhill 
Cranes were observed on March 22 (MCA). Large 
flocks of Sandhill Cranes migrated through the San 
Luis Valley near Alamosa, Colo., the middle of 
March; 204 were counted in one field on March 18 
(Mr. and Mrs. Robert Armagast). Eighteen were 
observed on March 22 near Nampa, Idaho, which 
is the first record of Sand-hill Cranes in this area 
for several years (Dart). Two arrived at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg., on Feb. 18, and 50 were observed 
on March 19 (RCE). At B.R.R. 32 were noted on 
March 9. Am. Coots wintered at Malheur Refuge, 
and reached a peak of 20,000 by March 31 (RCE). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls, and Doves.—Winter observations 
of Killdeer, Wilson's Snipe, Long-billed Curlew, 
Willet, Am. Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, Herring 
Gull, California Gull, and large numbers of Ring-
billed Gulls were reported by Lockerbie between 
Salt Lake City and Bear River Refuge. At Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg., the first arrival dates include, 
Killdeer, Jan. 25; Greater Yellow-legs, March 25; 
California Gull, March 12; and Ring-billed Gull, 
March 18 (RCE). At B.R.R. the Killdeer, Am. 
Avocet and Herring Gull arrived on Feb. 18, 
Lesser Yellow-legs on March 3, Wilson's Snipe on 
March 11, and Long-billed Curlew on March 30. 
Mourning Doves first arrived at Deer Flat Refuge, 
Idaho, on Feb. 12, and 50 were noted on March 31 
(FSD); at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo., 2 were 
first observed on March 31 (DW). 
 
Owls, Woodpeckers.—Horned Owls were winter 
residents at Sheldon Refuge, near Cedarville, Calif.; 
on March 22 a nest containing 4 eggs was found 
(MCA). Lockerbie reported several winter 
observations of Long-eared and Short-eared Owls, 
and a single observation of the Screech Owl and 
Horned Owl near Salt Lake City. Two Short-eared 
Owls were noted through the period at B.R.R., and 
their number increased to 20 by March 1. Several 
hundred Red-shafted Flickers were noted on 
March 21 at the peak of migration at Sheldon 

Refuge, Calif. (MCA). Red-shafted Flickers were 
common all winter near Salt Lake City, while the 
Yellow-bellied (Red-naped) Sapsucker, William-
son's Sapsucker, Hairy Woodpecker, and Downy 
Woodpecker were occasionally observed in that 
area (CWL). 
 
Passerine Birds.—Say's Phoebe arrived at Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg., March 4; Tree Swallow, March 23; 
Western Meadowlark, March 5; and the Evening 
Grosbeak arrived on Dec. 29 and left by Jan. 19 
(RCE). Two Oregon Juncos were observed on 
Feb. 20 at Alamosa, Colo., by Armagast, who 
reports that this is his first record of this species in 
the area in his three and one-half years as a 
cooperator. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported that no 
Bohemian Waxwings were seen in central 
Wyoming during past season; Evening Grosbeaks 
were common in that area during the period. The 
Horned Lark is the most common bird at Sheldon 
Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., and was present in the 
area throughout the period; other winter residents 
were Am. Magpie, Common Raven, Am. Robin, 
Gray Shrike, Common Starling, Cassin's Finch, 
and Oregon Junco (MCA). Lockerbie reported the 
unusual occurrence of the Cassin's Finch in mid-
winter at several points in northern Utah; he also 
reported the following birds as common during 
the winter near Salt Lake City: Black-capped 
Chickadee, Am. Robin, Common Starling, 
Western Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Brewer's Blackbird, House Finch, Am. Goldfinch, 
Pine Siskin, Spotted Towhee, Oregon Junco, and 
Song Sparrow; also occasional winter observations 
of the Am. Dipper, Long-billed Marsh Wren, 
Hermit Thrush, Bohemian Waxwing, Cedar 
Waxwing, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red Crossbill, 
Slate-colored Junco, and Pink-sided Junco.—
VANEZ T. WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear 
River Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1950-51 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
December was unusually mild and wet throughout 
the region. Minimum temperatures were generally 
above freezing all month. Rainfall was distributed 
throughout the month. January was moderately 
cold, wet and very windy. Snowfall was deficient in 
the southern and central part. Comox had 1½ feet 
of snow in mid-January. February was divided into 
2 parts. The first half was warm and very wet; 
snow melted. The second half was cool and dry. 
There was extensive flooding of lowland, due to 
snowmelt. An unexpected cooling and snowfall 
the first 2 weeks in March caught some birds nest 
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building. A mean temperature of 42.6° at Seattle 
set a record for March. A foot of snow fell at 
Comox. An accumulated 27 in. at Blaine persisted 
in protected places to March 24. The weather 
quickly moderated the last half, and was near 
normal. The late departure of several summer 
residents was reported, together with a lingering 
through winter of some others. There was a very 
poor crop of Madrona berries in the Puget Sound 
area. This resulted in poor autumn and winter 
food for Band-tailed Pigeons, Am. Robins, 
waxwings, and a number of other species that 
normally concentrate on these trees. These species 
apparently did not migrate south because of this, 
but remained in their usual areas for only short 
periods, and then were hard to find as they 
searched for other food (Garrett Eddy). Green 
Lake in Seattle was poisoned by the State Game 
Department to eliminate scrap fish. This made the 
lake unattractive to water birds for the present, 
besides killing many. Figures given in the 
Christmas census are omitted in this report. It is 
regrettable that there are still no comprehensive 
reports from western Oregon. 
 
Loons through Herons.—All loons were scarce at 
Comox, except in mid-December, when 100 
Arctic Loons followed herring into the Bay. Red-
necked and Horned Grebes were average; Western 
below average. Red-necked Grebes left during the 
cold weather (Theed Pearse). Red-necked and 
Horned Grebes were less than usual in the Seattle 
area (Zella McMannama Schultz). At least 100 
Pelagic Cormorants were after herring in Comox 
Bay in mid-December. On March 18, 25 Double-
crested Cormorants were noted there. Great Blue 
Herons had either gone south, or succumbed to 
the cold weather (TIP). 
 
Geese and Ducks.—Wintering geese, both Canada 
and Snow, were about average on the delta of the 
Skagit River. The ratio of adults to young was 
greater than last year (Wash. Game Dept). A 
resident of 30 years in this region reported more 
ducks at the beginning of the season than for 
several years, especially Mallards. He noted fewer 
ducks the rest of the season, but the birds had 
probably spread out over the valley fields, which 
were unusually, and constantly flooded (GE). 
Black Brant were first seen at Seattle on Feb. 28, 
and arrived by the hundreds the last of March 
(Violet Cannon and ZMS). They were at Blaine, 
Jan. 12 (47), and on March 22 (150+), but there 
were not as many as last year at this time (Lucile 
Kline). Brant at Comox were down in numbers so 
far. They fared badly at the end of the hunting 
season, which was extended to the end of 

February, and the movement north reached 
Comox earlier than usual (TP). Mrs. Kline 
reported that 145 Mallards at Blaine, Jan. 16, was a 
great increase over the last few years. At Comox 
Mallards were generally below average; Am 
Widgeon were scarce all winter; scaup, Am. 
Golden-eyes and Harlequin Ducks were about 
average. Old-squaws (75) were noted, Feb. 5. Surf 
and White-winged Scoters showed a big drop  
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in numbers; some Am. Scoters wintered (unusual) 
(TP). About 30 to 40 Gadwall and 50+ Green-
winged Teal at the S. Seattle tidal swamps, March 
19, appeared to be paired (ZMS). Some Shovellers 
at Bellevue, Dec. 17, were in full breeding plumage 
(Walter Hagenstein). Miss Cannon reported less 
sea ducks in the Seattle area this winter. 
 
Hawks, Eagles.—One Goshawk was reported at 
Comox in December. A Rough-legged Hawk 
collected by H. M. Laing, was the 5th record for 
Vancouver Is. Bald Eagles were scarcer than ever; 
2 were killed in the Comox area this winter. An 
Osprey reported, Dec. 26, was most unusual (TP). 
A Bald Eagle was seen at Bellevue, Dec. 5 (WH). 
Pigeon Hawks seemed to be more plentiful in 
West Seattle (VC). 
 
Shorebirds.—Killdeer, usually winter residents at 
Comox, left before the cold weather. One Black-
bellied Plover was heard, Feb. 16. Red-backed 
Sandpipers were very few, and Black Turnstones 
below normal (TP). Wilson's Snipe were seen at 
Bellevue, March 18 (WH). They were first seen at 
Blaine, Dec. 1 (2); last seen, March 9 (2) (LK). A 
Willet was seen for the first time at Seattle; 
observed many times on salt water shores, once on 
fresh water (VC). Greater Yellow-legs were first 
seen at Blaine, March 28 (5). Only 4 Dowitchers 
were reported throughout the winter at Seattle, 
and those were seldom seen (VC). No Glaucous 
Gulls were seen at Comox. Glaucous-winged Gulls 
were few, except when herring were in the Bay; 
over 1,200 were seen, March 18 (TP). About 200 
Short-billed Gulls were at the S. Seattle swamps, 
March 19. All alcids, such as Pigeon Guillemots, 
Common Murres, Marbled Murrelets, Cassin's 
Auklets, were less than usual in the area of Seattle 
(ZMS). 
 
Pigeons, Owls, Woodpeckers.—No great concentration 
of Band-tailed Pigeons was reported. They were 
noted in small numbers at Bellevue during March, 
the greatest number being 13 (WH). A long-time 
resident at La Conner on the Skagit River flats 
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reported the largest Snowy Owl invasion in over 
30 years (GE). They were reported on Samish Is., 
Edson, Anacortes and the La Conner Flats, Jan. 7 
(H. W. Beecher, Jr.). In the vicinity of Blaine, 7 
were seen from Dec. 19 to Jan. 2 (LK). Pearse 
reported that the influx in British Columbia 
included the Queen Charlotte Is. The movement 
started the middle of November. At least 30 were 
reported. Many were killed. One or 2 remained on 
the Comox Spit all winter, where there was a 
colony of voles; last noted March 9 (TP). They 
were in the Seattle area mole of the period (VC). 
One was reported in the business section of Seattle 
the first few days of January (HWB). They were 
seen at Long Beach, Wash., near the mouth of the 
Columbia River, Dec. 10 (A. S. Lazarus). Many 
found their way to taxidermists' shops. 
Woodpeckers were still few at Comox; 7 Red-
shafted Flickers were on the Spit, Dec. 26, 
apparently not bothered by the Snowy Owls. 
 
Passerine Birds.—Mrs. Schultz thought the small 
land bird population at Seattle was about normal. 
Swallows arrived about on schedule, in some 
places overtaking the late snowfall. Violet-greens 
arrived in the Seattle area, March 17; Tree 
Swallows, March 16 (WH, VC). Violet-greens were 
at Blaine, March 18, and at Comox, March 20. An 
immature Barn Swallow remained in the University 
arboretum at Seattle as late as Jan. 1 (Joan Laval). 
No Steller's Jays were seen at Comox. The winter 
population of crows was low; there was generally 
an odd hesperis in flocks of caurinus. There were no 
mixed flocks of chickadees, nuthatches and 
Golden-crowned Kinglets (TP). Bushtits, which 
invaded Vancouver Island 5 years ago, seemed to 
be prospering at Victoria; a flock of 28 was seen, 
Oct. 1, and 20 on March 7 (A. R. Davidson). 
Brown Creepers, resident in timbered areas, came 
into Seattle proper; they were seen in several 
districts (VC), and in the NE section from Jan. 5 
to March 22 (Florence Grove). Small flocks of 
Am. Robins were seen in the same area during 
January and February; from March 3 to March 10 
they congregated in flocks of over 100; snow was 
on the ground. Varied Thrushes were seen at 
Blaine, Nov. 28 to March 12 and 2 Western 
Bluebirds, Feb. 20 to March 21 (LK). Bluebirds 
undoubtedly wintered at Victoria; 6 were seen on 
the Christmas Count, and 6, Feb. 16 (ARD). 
Hermit Thrushes were seen at Bellevue, Dec. 22 
(WH), Water Pipits wintered at Victoria; 20 were 
seen, March 8 (ARD). The irregular Bohemian 
Waxwing was seen at Bellevue, Dec. 25; it was first 
noted at Comox, Dec. 8, but did not stay. Some 
Western Meadowlarks survived at Comox, and 
began to sing when the weather moderated; usually 

in large flocks at Blaine, they were seen only in 
threes this winter. A flock of 40 Evening 
Grosbeaks was noted in NE Seattle, Dec. 25; 
regularly in less numbers until March 9 (FG). Only 
a few Purple Finches were at Comox, in January. A 
flock of 43 was seen at Blaine, Jan. 11. There were 
none of the usual flocks of Pine Siskins at Comox; 
an occasional bird was seen. The first Siskin of the 
winter at Blaine was seen, March 25. A flock of 
about 80 was in NE Seattle in March. Am. 
Goldfinches appeared to be scarce in the Seattle 
area, but some Red Crossbills were in the vicinity 
all winter (VC). Red Crossbills were occasionally 
heard at Comox. Of 12 Spotted Towhees banded 
at Comox, only the ones banded later in the period 
repeated in the trap. This may have indicated a 
southward movement late in the year (TP). The 
breeding population of Savannah and White-
crowned Sparrows wintered at Seattle (VC). 
Savannah Sparrows at Blaine, March 18, were late. 
White-crowns (11) were first seen on March 19 
(LK). Oregon Juncos at Comox declined in 
numbers again, after showing some improvement 
last year. A flock of 6 Golden-crowned Sparrows 
came to Comox in mid-December and stayed. 
This is the first time Mr. Pearse has known them 
to winter. Song Sparrows there were mating, Feb. 
12. A Snow Bunting  
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at Blaine, Nov. 2, was a first for Mrs. Kline.—
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1951 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The month of April 
was marked by a prolonged drought which was not 
broken until the 28th of the month; during May 
both precipitation and temperature were close to 
normal. At Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand reported 
that vegetation was somewhat backward, and at 
both Missoula and Moscow, Idaho, the arrival of 
spring migrants was a little later than usual. 
Despite the  
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absence of adverse weather conditions the spring 
migration proved rather disappointing in the 
vicinity of Moscow. This was especially true of the 
smaller passerines. In no previous spring migration 
have so few flycatchers, vireos, or warblers been 
seen. On April 25, and again on May 8, there was a 
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noticeable movement of such transients, but 
otherwise the stream bottoms and wooded ridges 
were singularly devoid of birdlife. Rather 
perplexing was the appearance of the Fox Sparrow 
this spring. Although noted in past years as early as 
March 8 it was actually May 8 before the first bird 
appeared in Moscow, and ten days later before this 
species was present in normal numbers. The first 
bird noted on May 8 was collected, and found to 
be a female with ovaries but slightly enlarged. This 
was in striking contrast to 1950 when young birds 
already out of the nest were seen at Potlatch on 
May 14. Unless otherwise specified the Idaho 
notes refer to the northern part of the State and 
were personally taken, and the Montana notes 
were supplied by R. L. Hand. An asterisk 
accompanying Montana records indicates that 
observations were not continuous and that the 
species may have arrived from 2 or 3 to 10 days 
earlier. 
 
Loons, Grebes and Herons.—Two Common Loons 
were seen at Flathead Lake, Mont., April 19, and 4 
or 5 at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Lake Co., Mont., 
April 28, along with a few Western Grebes.* At 
Moscow the Eared Grebe was first noted on May 
8. A Red-necked Grebe was found at Coeur 
d'Alene, April 13 (Hand). Great Blue Herons 
arrived rather early in the Missoula area (March 
25), where a few sometimes winter.  
 
Waterfowl.—Whistling Swans were rather common 
between April 1 and 19 in various parts of 
Flathead, Lake and Mineral Counties, but were not 
noted in the vicinity of Missoula. The heaviest 
migratory movement of Canada Geese in western 
Montana occurred between Feb. 22 and March 23. 
A pair lingered in the Missoula area throughout 
May and may nest there. Large migrating flocks of 
Snow Geese passed over during the night and early 
morning of April 9. The first noticeable influx of 
migrating Mallards joined the local wintering 
flocks, Feb. 25. The first Pintails arrived on March 
23 but this species was much less common than 
usual, especially in the Missoula area. Am. 
Widgeon arrived on March 25 and were also in less 
than the usual numbers, but outnumbered the 
Pintails 5 or 6 to 1. Both species were last seen at 
Kicking Horse, April 28, and had left the Missoula 
area somewhat earlier. Green-winged Teal 
appeared in numbers (a few had wintered) at 
Missoula on March 25, were common throughout 
April, and a few remained until May 13; they nest 
in some areas of western Montana. Blue-winged 
and Cinnamon Teal* were first noted at Ninepipe 
Reservoir in Lake County, Mont., May 9. Both of 
these teal nest in western Montana, the former, 

commonly near Missoula. Shovellers appeared on 
April 28 at Kicking Horse, where they nest, and 
were seen near Missoula during May. Wood Ducks 
first appeared at Missoula on March 25 (early), 
Redhead* on April 19, Canvasback* on April 28 
and Lesser Scaup* on April 17. The three latter 
were at Kicking Horse and Ninepipe Reservoirs 
'but were not noted near Missoula. At Moscow the 
Blue-winged Teal was first seen on May 7, 
Cinnamon Teal on May 8, Shoveller on May 8, 
Lesser Scaup on April 29, Bufflehead on May 5, 
and Ruddy Duck on April 29. The first Pintails 
were seen at Genesee, Idaho, Feb. 21, while at 
Potlatch, Idaho, the first Wood Ducks were seen 
on March 21 (early), and 2 Am. Mergansers were 
noted on the Palouse River, April 12. Wintering 
Am. Golden-eyes were last noted at Missoula, 
April 1, but a pair of Barrow's Golden-eyes 
appeared near there on April 22. A lone male 
Bufflehead was seen at Kicking Horse, April 28. A 
Harlequin drake (rare except in the mountains) was 
noted at the Higgins Avenue Bridge in Missoula, 
May 8. A pair of Ruddy Ducks appeared at 
Missoula on May 6 (not common here), and the 
Hooded Mergansers arrived, April 8. There was no 
noticeable migratory movement of Am. 
Mergansers, which are resident there. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—A lone Turkey Vulture 
arrived at Missoula, Mont., April 8, and the local 
colony had increased to 13 by the 27th of May. No 
wintering Sharp-shins had been seen there since 
late February, but as usual there was a moderate 
flight during the early part of May. The first Red-
tailed Hawk arrived there, April 8 (late), and was 
nesting a week later. A Golden Eagle was seen on 
March 28 near the Continental Divide south of 
Butte. At Moscow the last Rough-legged Hawk 
was seen on March 20. The first Osprey appeared 
on the Snake River at Lewiston on April 28. The 
first Marsh Hawk* was seen on April 17 near 
Kalispell, Mont., where they occasionally winter. 
The last of 2 or 3 wintering Pigeon Hawks was 
noted on March 3, but a migrant was seen just 
west of Missoula, April 19. The first Sparrow 
Hawk arrived at Missoula, March 25, but the 
species did not become common until a month 
later (they winter there also). 
 
Coots, Shorebirds and Gulls.—The Am. Coot was 
first seen in the Missoula area on April 17, and at 
Potlatch, Idaho, on May 2; it probably wintered on 
Flathead Lake. The Killdeer reached Genesee, 
Idaho, Feb. 13 (early), and Missoula, where it 
rarely winters, on March 24. The Wilson's Snipe, 
often quite frequent in winter, was not noted at 
Missoula until April 28, but now appears to be 
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nesting there. Arrival dates at Moscow were as 
follows: Spotted Sandpiper, May 5 (over a week 
early); Solitary Sandpiper, April 26 (last seen, May 
10); Greater Yellow-legs, April 26  
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(last seen, May 8); Wilson's Phalarope (rare), May 8 
and 14; and Bonaparte's Gull, May 8 (my first 
record for northern Idaho). The Am. Avocet 
reached Ninepipe Reservoir on April 28, the 
Wilson's Phalarope arrived at Missoula on May 15, 
and a Ring-billed Gull was observed at Lewiston 
on May 4 (my first spring record for northern 
Idaho). 
 
Doves through Woodpeckers.—The Mourning Dove 
arrived at Moscow, May 2, and at Missoula, May 
12; the Vaux's Swift at Moscow, May 11, at 
Missoula, May 27; the Rufous Hummingbird at 
Moscow, May 9, at Missoula, May 12; the Calliope 
Hummingbird at Moscow, May 8, Missoula, May 
12. The Snowy Owl, frequently reported 
throughout the winter, lingered rather late. It was 
noted at Moscow on April 4 (Virgil Pratt), and a 
specimen was taken at Craigmont, Idaho, April 8 
(Barnett). The Belted Kingfisher reached Missoula 
on March 18 (first time in 13 years that it has not 
wintered there), and the Lewis's Woodpecker 
arrived there on May 19. The Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker was early at Moscow, April 7, but was 
not recorded at Missoula until April 22. 
 
Flycatchers through Vireos.—Arrival dates were as 
follows: Eastern Kingbird (Missoula), May 27; 
Western Kingbird (Lewiston), May 4 (a little late); 
Say's Phoebe (Lewiston), March 24 (very late); 
Traill's Flycatcher (Missoula), June 1; Hammond's 
Flycatcher (Moscow), May 8 (late); Western Wood 
Pewee (Missoula), May 27; Tree Swallow 
(Missoula), March 26 (not common until a month 
later); Violet-green Swallow (Lewiston), March 24; 
Bank Swallow (Lewiston), May 4; Rough-winged 
Swallow (Genesee, Idaho), April 21; Barn Swallow 
(Charlo, Lake Co., Mont.), April 28 (unusually 
early); Cliff Swallow (Lewiston), April 21 
(unusually late); Am. Crow (Missoula), March 20; 
House Wren (Moscow), May 5; Catbird (Missoula), 
May 27; Varied Thrush (Moscow), Jan. 27 (first 
record since late fall; noted daily during first two 
weeks of February; plentiful by Feb. 16); Hermit 
Thrush (Moscow), May 11; Veery (Moscow), May 
15; Mountain Bluebird (Moscow), Feb. 19 (Hand); 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Moscow), April 5; Water 
Pipit (Genesee), April 21 (last noted at Pullman, 
Wash., April 24); Loggerhead Shrike (Moscow), 
May 15 (my first record for northern Idaho); 

Starling (Missoula), general influx of migrants on 
March 23 (some remain all winter); Solitary Vireo 
(Moscow), May 8 (a little late); Red-eyed Vireo 
(Missoula), May 18 (not common until May 27); 
and Warbling Vireo (Missoula), May 20. The 
Bohemian Waxwing was last noted at Moscow on 
Feb. 1, and the Gray Shrike at Clarkston, Wash., 
March 24. 
 
Warblers.—Arrivals for warblers were consistently 
later at Missoula than in northern Idaho as 
illustrated by the following first dates: Orange-
crowned Warbler, April 27 at Moscow, May 8 at 
Missoula; Nashville Warbler, April 25 at Moscow, 
May 20 at Missoula where it is rare; Yellow 
Warbler, May 4 at Lewiston, May 8 at Missoula; 
Audubon's Warbler, April 19 at Potlatch, May 4 at 
Missoula; Macgillivray's Warbler, May 13 at 
Pullman, Wash., May 20 at Missoula; Co. 
Yellowthroat, May 15 at Moscow, May 1 Missoula; 
and Black-capped Warbler, May 11 at Moscow, 
May 27 at Missoula. Due to adverse weather 
conditions the latter species, which normally is 
gone by the latter part of May, lingered unusually 
late; it was last noted at Lewiston on June 6 and 
Moscow on June 7. 
 
Blackbirds and Tanagers.—First arrivals were; 
Bobolink (Missoula), May 27; Western 
Meadowlark (Missoula), March 24 (first noticeable 
migration); Yellow-headed Blackbird (Missoula), 
May 13; Red-winged Blackbird (Potlatch), Feb. 18; 
Bullock's Oriole (Missoula), May 19; Brewer’s 
Blackbird (Moscow), April 2; Brown-headed 
Cowbird (Moscow), May 15; Western Tanager 
(Missoula), May 20. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—The Evening Grosbeak, 
which remained common at Missoula all winter, 
tapered off somewhat during April, then became 
abundant by mid-May; it has been noted in 
Missoula throughout the year and undoubtedly 
nests there. The Pine Grosbeak was fairly plentiful 
during the winter in northern Idaho, and was last 
noted at Viola on March 31. At Missoula wintering 
flocks of Pine Siskins were augmented by large 
numbers of migrants starting about March 18. The 
last wintering Am. Goldfinch at Missoula was seen 
there on March 11; the first spring migrant was 
noted on May 18, but the species did not become 
common until May 31. The Common Redpoll was 
last observed at Moscow on March 24 and the 
Am. Tree Sparrow at Lewiston Feb. 13. A typical 
adult Slate-colored Junco was studied at close 
range at Missoula on May 3. This species has been 
noted on a number of occasions in fall and winter 
but this is the first spring record.—THOMAS D. 
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BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, 
Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1951 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—As a result of the 
mild winter throughout most of the Region, with 
an exceptionally warm spell or spring thaw in mid-
February, the spring migration of waterfowl and 
some of the other early migrants was from 10 days 
to 2 weeks earlier than usual. The weather during 
March was, in general, cold and windy, with the 
first three weeks in April mild and dry; this was  
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followed with cold stormy weather during the last 
week in April and throughout most of May. As a 
result of these abnormal weather conditions the 
spring migration was quite erratic. Our report for 
the previous period, ending March 31, covered 
most of the early migrants for the Region; 
therefore this report will include only the late 
arrivals and some of the early nesters. The heavy 
winds and rain during May did considerable 
damage to some of the ground-nesting birds, such 
as the Am. Avocets, Black-necked Stilts, Willets, 
Long-billed Curlews, and Killdeer, at the Bear 
River Refuge. However, some of these birds re-
nested after the storms. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—The first Eared Grebes at the 
Malheur Refuge in Oregon this spring were 
observed by R. C. Erickson on April 25 when 10 
were seen. The first Pied-billed Grebe was noted 
on April 2. The Western and Pied-billed Grebes 
are nesting in their usual numbers at the Bear 
River Refuge. Sheldon Dart reported 50 Western 
Grebes and 50 White Pelicans at Deer Flat Refuge, 
Idaho, on April 30. A census count made from an 
airplane on May 16 showed 230 White Pelicans 
present at Bear River Refuge, Utah. 
 
Cormorants, Herons, and Ibis.—Double-crested 
Cormorants were first observed at Deer Flat 
Refuge on April 15, and 25 were noted on May 13. 
The first Black-crowned Night Herons were 
observed on April 15, and 20 Great Blue Herons 
were noted on May 30. At the Bear River Refuge, 
77 Double-crested Cormorant nests were counted, 
and about 400 of these birds were present during 
the latter part of May. Also, 175 Great Blue 
Herons, 95 Black-crowned Night Herons, 550 
White-faced Ibises, and approximately 500 Snowy 

Egrets were noted at the Bear River Refuge on 
May 16. 
 
Waterfowl.—The spring migration of ducks and 
geese throughout the Great Basin, while starting 
somewhat earlier than usual, as reported in our last 
report, appeared to be about normal. At the time 
of our April 15 census, 1750 Whistling Swans were 
still present at the B.R.R.; by May 1 only 3 
remained. At Deer Flat Refuge the last 2 Whistling 
Swans were observed on April 15. F. Sheldon Dart 
also reported 15 White-fronted Geese on April 26, 
and 38 Canada Geese present on May 15. He also 
reported the first brood of young Canada Geese 
seen on the Snake River on April 13. R. C. 
Erickson reported the first brood of Canada Geese 
observed at Malheur Refuge on May 1. He also 
reported the Canada Goose hatch at Malheur very 
low this year, probably the lowest in 10 years. The 
first brood of young Canada Geese was observed 
at Bear River Refuge on April 25, and 337 broods 
were counted on May 24. The first Blue-winged 
Teal were noted at Deer Flat Refuge on April 1, 
and 200 were estimated on May 30. Cinnamon 
Teal were observed on April 5, and 250 were 
present on May 30 (FSD). The first Wood Duck 
for the season was noted at Malheur Refuge on 
April 25, and 2 Blue-winged Teal on May 2. 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—At the Deer Flat Refuge, 
Nampa, Idaho, the Am. Avocet was first observed 
on April 24, and the Black-necked Stilt on April 
19; the latter species became common by May 30; 
Ring-billed and California Gulls arrived the first of 
April and were abundant by the end of the period; 
Wilson's Snipe (1), which arrived on April 6, is rare 
in this area (FSD). First arrivals at the Malheur 
Refuge, Ore., include the Long-billed Curlew (2), 
April 2, Franklin's Gull (5), April 25, and Forster's 
Tern (1), April 25; the Long-billed Curlew and 
Am. Avocet were common by April 7 (RCE). Dart 
reported that there was very little migration into or 
from the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, during April 
and May; the bulk of the waterfowl had moved by 
April 1. At Bear River Refuge the Long-billed 
Curlew arrived on March 30, and was common by 
the end of the period; Black-bellied Plover, May 
15; Wilson's Snipe, March 11; Lesser Yellow-legs, 
March 3; Dowitcher, April 23; Marbled Godwit, 
April 16; Black-necked Stilt, April 1; Wilson's 
Phalarope, May 2; Franklin's Gull, April 13; 
Bonaparte's Gull, May 3; Forster's Tern, May 2; 
and Caspian Tern, April 15. By the end of the 
period Killdeer, Am. Avocet, Black-necked Stilt, 
California Gull, Franklin's Gull, and Forster's Tern 
were abundant at B.R.R.; a nesting survey during 
the period May 17 to May 22 revealed 3643 
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California Gull nests, 12 Caspian Tern nests, and 
530 Am. Avocet nests. 
 
Owls.—A Flammulated Owl was observed on 
April 8 at Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (RCE). At B.R.R. 
50 Short-eared Owls were observed, May 31. 
 
Passerine Birds.—Robert and Julia Armagast 
reported Yellow Warblers were first seen at 
Alamosa, Colo., on May 7 in usual migration 
numbers, Am. Goldfinches in usual numbers on 
May 9; and 2 Common Yellowthroats were noted 
just west of Alamosa, May 20; also a male 
Bobolink was observed at Alamosa on May 20, 
which is very unusual as none of the local residents 
questioned could recall having seen or heard of a 
Bobolink in this area in the past (Armagast). At 
Malheur Refuge, Oreg., the Violet-green Swallow 
arrived (1) on April 6; Am. Goldfinch (1), May 2; 
and the Western Tanager (1), May 9 (RCE). First 
arrival dates at B.R.R. include the Violet-green 
Swallow (2), April 10; Cliff Swallow (12), April 10; 
Brewer's Blackbird (3), April 8; Barn Swallow (2), 
April 15; Pink-sided Junco (1), May 5; Yellow 
Warbler (1), May 17; Audubon's Warbler (1), May 
18; and Bullock's Oriole (1), May 19.—VANEZ T. 
WILSON and ROSS H. NORR, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 
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Spring Migration, 1951 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather in general was fine and sunny, with 
temperatures in April above normal, and 
precipitation much below normal (1.16 in. in 
Washington, the 2nd lowest ever recorded). May 
was slightly warmer and drier than normal. Most 
ducks, and gulls, moved north ahead of schedule. 
The movement of other species often did not 
conform to pattern. There are gaps in our 
information, since some observers did not report. 
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Loons, Grebes, Herons.—Common and Red-throated 
Loons were rather scarce at Comox; Arctic Loons 
in number, over 100 were feeding on herring, May 
16. Grebes appeared to be fewer in general, 
although numerous at times, as on April 11 (Theed 
Pearse). Eared Grebes were last seen at Blaine, 
April 3, and Westerns, April 20. A grove of trees at 
Blaine, in which Great Blue Herons have nested 
for 17 years, was being cut down. Only 7 birds 
were seen, May 9 (Lucile H. Kline). Herons at 

Comox were very few; 2 Am. Bitterns were heard 
on one small marsh. 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Hundreds of Canada Geese were 
flying northward over Seattle, in two flocks, April 
22 (Violet Cannon). About 50 were at Blaine, April 
7, last seen (150±), April 12 (LHK). There were 
few reports of geese at Comox, except for Brant, 
which were there in numbers, but not equal to 2 
years ago. Several thousand Brant were crossing 
Comox from the west, May 1, presumably from 
the west coast of Vancouver Is. A flock of 125± 
on May 23, was late, and 5 were seen on June 3 
(TP). A flock of 40-50 White-fronted Geese were 
at Copalis Beach, Wash., April 13. and 4 Brant 
were still there (Zella McMannama Schultz). Brant 
were on salt water shores near Seattle as late as 
May 21 (VC). They were last seen at Blaine, April 
22 (52). A pair of Mallards was nesting at Blaine, 
April 24 (LHK). A brood was just off the nest at 
Comox, April 29. Fresh-water ducks on the whole 
were below average at Comox. Five Blue-winged 
Teal were seen, May 17 (TP). A pair of Wood 
Ducks at Newport, and 6 at Carnation, east of 
Lake Washington, appeared to be moving to 
nesting sites the second week in April (VC). At 
Blaine, Am. Golden-eyes and Buffleheads were last 
seen, April 22; and Red-breasted Mergansers, April 
24 (LHK). There were very few Red-breasted 
Mergansers at Comox; the Hooded have declined 
in the past 3-4 years. All 3 species of scoters were 
feeding on herring spawn in Comox Bay, April 16 
(7,000±); mainly Surf Scoters, with males 
predominating (TP). 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures returned to 
the Portland, Oreg., area, March 18 (L. B. 
Dunsmuir). There were scarcely any predators at 
Comox; 3 Bald Eagles and 3 Ospreys were noted 
recently. 
 
Shorebirds.—At Copalis Beach, 200± Black-bellied 
Plovers were in transition plumage, April 13. 
Wilson's Snipe were plentiful. Red-backed 
Sandpipers were in numbers, with 20% in 
transition plumage, the rest in winter dress. 
Sanderlings were abundant, all in winter plumage 
(ZMS). A large flock of Greater and Lesser 
Yellow-legs was seen near Duvall, E. of Lake 
Washington, the 2nd week in April (VC). Wilson's 
Snipe and Greater Yellow-legs were last seen at 
Blaine, April 20 (LHK At Comox, there were very 
few Killdeer. A migration of Wilson's Snipe was 
noted, April 23. A flock of 7 Hudsonian Curlew 
was reported. On May 7, 28 Dowitchers were a 
record for numbers seen together, and there was a 
flock of over 1,000 Western Sandpipers, May 3. 
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An unusual number of gulls were around Comox 
(500±), feeding on herring fry and candle-fish. 
They were in mainly adult and young Glaucous-
wings, also some adult Herring Gulls (Thayer's), 
the first time the latter have summered in any 
numbers. Bonaparte's Gulls arrived at Comox 
early, April 17, but few remained very long (TP). 
Short-billed Gulls (31) were last seen at Blaine, 
April 20 (LHK). 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—There were "scarcely 
any" Band-tailed Pigeons at Comox during the 
period. A pair of Mourning Doves (rare transient) 
was seen, March 31. One apparently healthy 
Snowy Owl, April 23, was very tame. Rufous 
Hummingbirds arrived at Portland, March 20 
(Oregon Audubon Society), and at Bellevue, 
Wash., March 27 (Walter Hagenstein). Belted 
Kingfishers were very scarce at Comox, still 
reflecting the effects of severe winters. All resident 
species of woodpeckers were much reduced in 
numbers, especially the flickers. Lewis's 
Woodpecker is now very seldom seen (TP). 
 
Flycatchers through Wrens.—Traill's Flycatchers 
arrived at Blaine, May 27. All flycatchers were few 
at Comox at the end of the period. Traill's and the 
Western were the only species noted. Violet-green 
Swallows returned to Portland, March 18, and 
Tree Swallows, March 13 (LBD). Cliff Swallows 
reached Blaine, April 8, and Barn Swallows, April 
29. Barn Swallows declined from 8 pairs a few 
years ago to 1 pair this year Mrs. Kline's station. 
Tree and Barn Swallows were very scarce at 
Comox. A new colony of Cliff Swallows was 
established. Purple Martins at Seattle, April 19, 
were early (VC). They were in usual numbers at 
Comox: a pair at each of last year’s sites. 
Chickadees at Comox at first appeared to have 
improved in numbers, but have declined again. 
Nuthatches were rarely heard in places of regular 
occurrence 4-5 years ago. House Wrens showed 
up well, but the Winter and Bewick's were rare 
(TP). The first House Wrens were seen at Blaine, 
May 10. Common Bushtits were building in the 
Seattle area, March 27 (WH). 
 
Thrushes.—There seemed to be more Am. Robins 
in migration at Seattle, and more residents 
(Florence Grove). Spotted young were on the 
ground the last of the period. Robins were few at 
Comox, with no young on the wing at last of 
period (TP). Varied Thrushes were in the Portland 
area the first weeks in April (Mrs. Ormond 
Rankin) and at Seattle as late as May 4 (FG). They 
were seen at Blaine, May 2 (LHK). Hermit 
Thrushes were seen at Seattle from April 31 
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to May 8 (FG). They appeared at Blaine for one 
day, April 11. The first Olive-backed Thrush was 
noted there, April 2 (LHK). They seemed to be up 
to average at Comox. One pair of Western 
Bluebirds was noted at Comox, but it was doubtful 
that they remained. Cutting snags on logged-off 
land no doubt affected this species as well as the 
woodpeckers. Townsend's Solitaires were first 
noted at Blaine, March 15 (5). A few were in N. E. 
Seattle from April 12 to 17 (FG). 
 
Kinglets through Warblers.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
(12) were last seen in Seattle, May 8 (FG). Water 
Pipits (8) were first noted at Blaine, April 10; last 
seen (27), April 22 (LHK). The migration of pipits 
was poor at Comox. The Solitary Vireo (Cassin's), 
usually a common bird, was rarely heard at 
Comox, and the Warbling Vireo was not up to its 
average numbers. Audubon's, Orange-crowned, 
Black-capped, and Yellow Warblers arrived in 
goodly numbers. Audubon's showed a great 
improvement over last year, and the Yellow was 
above average. Two male Myrtle Warblers, rare 
transients, were seen, April 29. Macgillivray’s 
Warbler and the Common Yellowthroat were 
below normal (TP). Hutton's Vireo, and Orange-
crowned Warblers arrived at Blaine, April 11. The 
latter was collecting nest material, May 10. The 
first Yellow Warbler was noted, May 1; Audubon's, 
May 11; Common Yellowthroat, April 16 (first 
record for Mrs. Kline); and Black-capped, May 27. 
Townsend's Warbler was first noted in N.E. 
Seattle, May 9 (FG). Many Hermit Warblers were 
claiming nesting sites on the S. Tacoma "prairies," 
May 13 (VC). 
 
Tanagers, Finches.—Western Tanagers were first 
rated at Seattle, May 9; plentiful, May 18 (FG); at 
Blaine, May 20 (LHK). They were average in 
numbers at Comox, where there have been no 
Black-headed Grosbeaks the last 3 or 4 years. A 
flock of 150± Evening Grosbeaks was seen at 
Seattle, May 14 (FG). Common Redpolls (22) were 
last seen at Blaine, April 28. Pine Siskins were still 
in flocks, and plentiful, at Seattle during May (FG). 
The first Am. Goldfinches were at Blaine, April 
16; 71 were counted, May 23. They are now scarce 
at Comox, where numerous 2 years ago. Pine 
Siskins showed up more noticeably, but still in 
small flocks (TP). Of particular interest at Seattle 
were the numbers of Red Cross-bills within the 
city limits. They were still in flocks in several 
places the last of the period (VC & FG).  
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Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees at Comox were 
missing from most of their haunts. Chipping 
Sparrows were average. The latter were first noted 
at Blaine, April 15. Many Vesper Sparrows were 
claiming territories on the S. Tacoma "prairies," 
May 13 (VC). White- and Golden-crowned 
Sparrows moved through Seattle, April 8 to May 
15, as did Lincoln's Sparrow (VC). The White-
crowned was first seen in N.E. Seattle, April 12 
(FG). Golden-crowned Sparrows arrived at Blaine, 
April 24; last seen, May 3 (LHK). At Comox, the 
White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows 
did not show up well on migration. It was thought 
that more White-crowns remained than usual. 
Song Sparrows were missing from most of their 
haunts (TP).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, 
Seattle. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1951 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—May and June were 
characterized by unusually cool weather, maximum 
temperatures in May being with few exceptions in 
the sixties, and in June in the seventies. In July and 
August temperatures were more nearly normal, the 
average maximum ranging from 82 to 89 degrees. 
The highest temperature recorded in northern 
Idaho was 96 degrees. Rainfall during this entire 
period was almost non-existent. There were a few 
rainy days in June, but throughout all of July and 
August drought conditions prevailed, with one 
clear, hot day following another. Several days in 
July were partly cloudy, and on August 22 there 
was a light rain in northern Idaho, the first in over 
two months. The cool weather in June delayed 
nesting activities to some extent, but after the first 
of July optimum conditions prevail and numerous 
broods of fully-fledged young were in evidence the 
latter part of the month. Breeding birds in this 
region unquestionably had unusually favorable 
weather in which to rear their young this year. 
 
Waterfowl.—Mallards nested as usual in late March 
and early April. A female with 9 newly hatched 
young was seen at Pullman, Wash., May 6, and 
another with a brood of 12 at Potlatch, Idaho, May 
12 (TDB). At Missoula, Mont., 2 female Wood 
Ducks, each with 6 young, were seen on the Clark 
Fork River, July 1, and a female Hooded 
Merganser with 4 or 5 small young was also 
observed there that day (R. L. Hand). 
 

Hawks.—At Missoula on July 1 a Sparrow Hawk 
was seen to enter its nest hole from which sounds 
of the young could be plainly heard (RLH). 
 
Shorebirds.—In northern Idaho the Killdeer again 
nested in late March, two broods of young that 
had been out of the nest fully a week being 
observed at Moscow on May 8 (TDB). In western 
Montana this plover apparently nested late, the 
first small young being noted at Missoula, June 23 
(RLH). Wilson's Snipe were heard "winnowing" 
regularly through July 1 at Missoula, and probably 
nested there, although other years this species has 
been recorded only as a transient or winter visitant 
(RLH). 
 
Doves.—A single fledgling Mourning Dove, barely 
able to fly and evidently just out of the nest, was 
seen at Missoula, June 17 (RLH). 
 
Owls.—A rather early breeding record for the 
Long-eared Owl is that of two almost fully-fledged 
young of the year noted at Pullman, Wash., on 
May 6 (TDB). 
 
Hummingbirds.—On June 30 a female Rufous 
Hummingbird was found incubating on a nest at 
Missoula from which the 2 young left, July 21. On 
July 16 these nestlings were large enough to poke 
their bills above the nest rim- (RLH). 
 
Woodpeckers.—At Yakima, in eastern Washington, 
resident woodpeckers were reported less 
numerous than usual, and it was suspected that 
this was due to mortality caused by the abnormally 
cold winters recently experienced. The few nests 
found this spring included one of the Hairy 
Woodpecker with 4 fresh eggs on May 19, one of 
the White-headed Woodpecker with 3 eggs June 
16, and a single nest of the Red-naped Sapsucker 
with newly-hatched young on June 10 (J. B. 
Hurley). Well-grown young of the Yellow- 
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bellied Sapsucker were seen at Missoula, Aug. 12 
(RLH). Although normally scarce and rarely seen 
in northern Idaho, the Three-toed Woodpecker 
was found to be fairly common this June at Avery, 
in Shoshone County. Four males were observed 
within a rather limited area, and a nest in which the 
female was incubating was noted on June 21 near 
Dismal Lake (TDB). 
 
Flycatchers and Swallows.—At Missoula 2 late broods 
of Trail's Flycatchers were noted, July 28 and 29. 
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Tree Swallows were feeding fledglings on July 15 
(RLH). 
 
Jays.—Two broods of fully-grown Canada Jays 
were seen at Avery, June 21 (TDB). In the Yakima 
Valley, Steller's Jays were reported in normal 
numbers, and nesting at their usual time. Seven 
nests were found, April 28 and 29, with 4 eggs 
each in six, and in the other, 3 (JBH). At Missoula 
the first young Am. Magpies out of the nest were 
observed, July 1 (RLH). 
 
Wrens through Vireos.—At Missoula the first 
fledgling Catbirds were seen on July 15, and the 
earliest fledgling Am. Robins, June 12. Well-
fledged young Warbling Vireos were watched 
being fed by the parent birds on the rather late 
date of Aug. 14 (RLH). At Pullman, Wash., 2 
young Am. Robins, out of the nest for some time 
and almost fully grown, were noted on May 13 
(early), while at Potlatch, Idaho, a nest with 3 well-
fledged young was found, Aug. 13 (late) (TDB). In 
the Yakima Valley the Sage Thrasher was reported 
extremely scarce, and rarely seen. Townsend's 
Solitaires nested later than usual; the first nest, 
found June 2, held 5 fresh eggs (JBH).  
 
Warblers.—In northern Idaho the Townsend's 
Warbler was found to be a fairly common 
breeding bird on the higher ridges in Clearwater 
County, this being as far south as this species has 
as yet been noted in the State during the summer 
months. The Northern Waterthrush, rarely 
observed in Idaho, was found to be fairly common 
as a breeding bird in the vicinity of St. Maries, 3 
singing males being seen there on June 19 (TDB). 
In the Yakima Valley, a pair of Audubon's 
Warblers was observed, June 16, working on a 
partially finished nest (JBH). 
 
Blackbirds.—The Bobolink is apparently increasing 
in numbers in northern Idaho as a breeding bird, 
breeding colonies being noted for the first time 
this year at St. Maries (June 19) and Calder (June 
22) (TDB). The first young Brown-headed 
Cowbird barely out of the nest, was seen at 
Moscow on July 6, while on July 28 another young 
bird, still unable to fly, was watched at Potlatch 
being fed by a pair of Song Sparrows (TDB). 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—At Missoula, fledgling on 
Juncos, not long out of the nest, were seen, June 
17 (RLH). In previous years the Black-headed 
Grosbeak has, in Idaho, been found nesting up to 
an altitude of 6,500 feet, so it was of interest this 
spring to find a nest at Lewiston at an altitude of 
840 feet. It held 2 fresh eggs on June 6 (TDB). 

Scarce and of rather local occurrence in northern 
Idaho, the Grasshopper Sparrow was found to 
have apparently nested at Potlatch for the first 
time this spring, 3 well-grown young being seen 
there, Aug. 4 (TDB). At Yakima the Sage Sparrow 
was present in normal numbers, and nested at the 
usual time. One nest, found April 8, held 3 
partially incubated eggs. A Song Sparrow's nest 
with 4 well-incubated eggs was found on May 20, 
and 2 nests of the Oregon Junco, with 4 fresh eggs 
in each, were found, May 20 and 30; the nesting 
dates for both these species were about normal 
(JBH). —THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of 
Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1951 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In general, the 
nesting season throughout the region was 
successful and compared favorably with previous 
years. During May the weather was somewhat cold 
and stormy and some shorebird nests were 
flooded; but apparently most of these birds 
renested. Precipitation during June and July was 
very light over most of the Region, but water in 
the streams and ponds held up very well, and in 
the northern part the stream flow has been above 
normal again this year. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—Five hundred Western Grebes 
and 1,200 White Pelicans were observed on June 
12 at Pyramid Lake, Nev., by Fred G. Evenden, Jr. 
Eared and Western Grebes were common 
throughout the period at Sheldon Antelope 
Refuge, near Cedarville, Calif., according to M. C. 
Aldous. C. W. Lockerbie reported a pair of 
Western Grebes with 2 young at Farmington Bay 
Refuge near Salt Lake City, this being the first 
breeding record for this species on the area. 
Lockerbie also observed a Pied-billed Grebe with 
downy young at Farmington Bay on Aug. 12, 
which is an unusually late date. An estimated 1,000 
Western Grebes and several pairs of Eared and 
Pied-billed Grebes nested at Bear River Refuge, 
Utah. White Pelicans nested successfully on the 
islands of Great Salt Lake, and on Aug. 16 it was 
estimated that 8,700 were using the B.R.R. as a 
feeding ground. 
 
Cormorants and Herons.—At the Ruby Lake Refuge, 
Nev., on Aug. 15, Richard S. Rodgers counted 35 
Great Blue Herons, 40 Snowy Egrets, 75 Black-
crowned Night Herons, 50 Am. Bitterns, and 25 
White-faced Ibis. F. Sheldon Dart reported the 
Snowy Egret and White-faced Ibis  
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first seen at Deer Flat Refuge, Nampa, Idaho, on 
June 1. Approximately 77 pairs of Double-crested 
Cormorants, 42 pairs of Great Blue Herons, 119 
pairs of Snowy Egrets, 66 pairs of Black-crowned 
Night Herons, and 796 pairs of White-faced Ibis 
nested at Bear River Refuge; this is a 100% 
increase for the ibis over last year, and a 50% 
decrease for the Snowy Egret. The Double-crested 
Cormorant is increasing at Farmington Bay 
Refuge, but is not nesting there (CWL). 
 
Waterfowl.—Four Trumpeter Swans were at Ruby 
Lake Refuge, Nev., Aug. 15 (RSR). No geese 
nested at the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, this year, 
but on the Snake River Islands, Idaho, there were 
24 Canada Goose nests with a total production of 
69 goslings (FSD). Canada Geese nested in all 
suitable areas at the Sheldon Antelope Refuge, 
Cedarville, Calif. (MCA); they reached a peak of 
600 on Aug. 15 at Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (RSR). 
At B.R.R. 347 broods of young Canada Geese 
were counted on May 24 as compared with a count 
of 310 broods for last year on the same date. Dr. 
Oliver K. Scott reported that the breeding season 
in central Wyoming was comparatively wet and 
there was an increase over previous years in the 
number of ducks and geese nesting in this locality. 
An estimated 575 ducks were produced on the 
Deer Flat Refuge, 90% being Mallards; on the 
Snake River Islands there was a 10% increase in 
duck nesting over 1950; a total of 955 ducks were 
produced, 95% being Mallards (FSD). At the 
Sheldon Refuge, Nev., the Mallard and Pintail 
nested in large numbers, and there was some 
production of Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged 
Teal, Cinnamon Teal, and Redhead (CMA). At the 
Farmington Bay Refuge near Salt Lake City, 300 
young Redheads were counted on one pond, Aug. 
12; 2 broods were in down and not over a week 
old, according to Lockerbie, who reported that 
Redheads are showing the best increase in the 
nesting ducks. At Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., a 
census on Aug. 15 revealed 1,500 Mallards, 1,500 
Pintail, 1,500 Cinnamon Teal, 800 Redheads, 800 
Ruddy Ducks, 250 Shovellers, 200 Gadwall, as well 
as small numbers of Am. Widgeon, Greater and 
Lesser Scaup, and Ring-necked Ducks (RSR). The 
duck nesting population and production at B.R.R. 
compared favorably with previous years; a total of 
434 nests were found on 10 sample plots as 
compared with 462 for last year. Total duck 
production at B.R.R. this year is estimated at 
31,500. The Am. Coot showed a marked increase 

at B.R.R. this year; it is estimated that 10,500 were 
produced. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—On Aug. 15 a census at Ruby 
Lake Refuge, Nev., included 100 Turkey Vultures, 
5 Red-tailed Hawks, 25 Marsh Hawks, and 25 
Sparrow Hawks (RSR). The Marsh Hawk is the 
most common hawk at the Sheldon Refuge, Nev.; 
also present throughout the period were the 
Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed Hawk, Ferruginous 
Hawk, Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon, and Sparrow 
Hawk (MCA). Only one Goshawk and one 
Swainson's Hawk were recorded during the period 
at Mesa Verde Nat'l. Park, Colo. (Don Watson). 
The number of breeding hawks and Golden 
Eagles in central Wyoming continues to diminish 
(OKS). 
 
Cranes, Rails and Coots.—Twenty Sandhill Cranes 
were counted at the Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., on 
Aug. 15 (RSR). One Sandhill Crane was at the 
Sheldon Antelope Refuge, Nev., during the first 
part of the period (CMA). Am. Coots were 
reported in their usual numbers throughout, the 
Region, with an increase at B.R.R. where 877 
broods were counted. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—In central Wyoming 
the shorebird migration has been good Large 
numbers of Baird's Sandpipers and Marbled 
Godwits arrived by Aug. 5; breeding populations 
of the Wilson's Phalarope and Am. Avocet were 
about the same as the previous year, but the Long-
billed Curlew was not found near Casper this year 
(OKS). Aldous noted that the Killdeer was very 
abundant at Sheldon Refuge, Nev., and large 
numbers of Am. Avocets were at Swan Lake. Six 
Spotted Sandpipers were reported at Mesa Verde 
Nat'l. Park, Colo. (DW). California Gulls are on 
the increase in the Farmington Bay area, where 
thousands were observed on May 6 (CWL). 
Several Snowy Plover adults, and Black-necked 
Stilt and Am. Avocet nests, were observed, on 
June 12 at Stillwater Refuge, near Fallon, Nev.; 
Spotted Sandpipers were seen on June 11 at 
Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., Calif., Stampede 
Valley, Sierra Co., Calif., and Derby Dam, Washoe 
Co., Nev., and Wilson's Phalarope at Fernley 
Sinks, Lyon Co., Nev. (FGE). At B.R.R. 530 
nesting pairs of Am. Avocets were counted; also 
3643 California Gull nests containing 8,540 eggs, 
311 Forster's Tern nests, and 12 Caspian Tern 
nests. 
 
Doves.—A few Mourning Doves were noted along 
the Carson River, Lyon Co., Nev. (FGE). At the 
Sheldon Refuge, Nev., the Mourning Dove is 
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common to abundant (MCA), and at B.R.R., Utah, 
50 were counted on Aug. 15. 
 
Owls through Nighthawks.—One Horned Owl brood 
of 4 young was ready to leave nest Sheldon 
Refuge, Cedarville, Calif., at beginning of the 
period, Poor-wills were common in the higher 
elevations of the Refuge, and Common 
Nighthawks were present throughout the period 
(MCA). Approximately 50 Short-eared Owls 
nested at the B.R.R. The Poor-will was present in 
small numbers during the period at Mesa Verde 
Park, Colo. (DW), and one was noted at Prosser 
Creek, Nevada Co., Calif., June 11 (FGE). 
 
Passerine Birds.— At the Sheldon Antelope Refuge 
Horned Larks, Cliff Swallows, Rock Wrens, Am. 
Robins, Loggerhead Shrikes, Western 
Meadowlarks, Red-winged Blackbirds, Brewer’s 
Blackbirds, Green-tailed Towhees, and Brewer’s 
Sparrows are common summer residents. 
Mountain Bluebird was common on this area until 
Aug. 1; the Red Crossbill was first observed during 
the latter part of July (CMA). Summer residents at 
Mesa Verde Nat'l Park, Colo., include  
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the Ash-throated Flycatcher, Say's Phoebe, Rough-
winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, House Wren, 
Solitary Vireo, Virginia's Warbler, Yellow Warbler, 
Audubon's Warbler, Black-throated Gray Warbler, 
Macgillivray's Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Black-capped Warbler, Bullock's Oriole, Western 
Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, Lazuli Bunting, Chipping 
Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, and 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (DW). Evenden reported 
observations of the Ash-throated Flycatcher, Rock 
Wren, Western Bluebird, Mountain Bluebird, and 
Black-capped Warbler, June 13, on Carson River, 
Lyon Co., Nev.; Say's Phoebe and Mountain 
Bluebird, June 11, at Stampede Valley, Sierra Co., 
Calif.; Rock Wren, Western Bluebird and Yellow 
Warbler, June 11, at Prosser Creek, Nevada Co., 
Calif.; and Nashville Warbler, Yellow Warbler, 
Hermit Warbler, Western Tanager, and Black-
headed Grosbeak, June 11, at Lake Tahoe, El 
Dorado Co., Calif.—VANEZ T. WILSON and 
ROSS H. NORR, Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, 
Brigham, Utah. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1951 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
entire season was hot and dry. The most severe 
forest fires in 29 years burned over thousands of 

acres. Theed Pearse blamed the dry conditions for 
what appeared to be a poor nesting season at 
Comox, B. C., with summer visitors leaving early. 
Resident birds at Victoria just about held their own 
(A. R. Davidson). Observers in other places 
reported a good season. 
 
Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were few 
at Comox; no young were seen. Red-throated  
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Loons were not seen on 3 visits to the usual 
nesting lake. Nearly grown Pied-billed Grebes 
were at Bellevue, Wash., June 13 (W. Hagenstein). 
Pelagic Cormorant eggs were seen near Victoria 
about June 15; young hatched, July 22; young were 
flying, Aug. 15 (ARD). The few Great Blue 
Herons left at Comox must have had a good 
season; there were 8 on the slough, and 2 young at 
another point. 
 
Ducks.—Young Mallards were able to fly at 
Bellevue, July 28. Some Mallards, 1 lot of Green-
winged Teal, and 2 broods of Wood Ducks were e 
only species of summering Anatinae at Comox. 
Hooded Mergansers were at an all-time low. Am. 
Mergansers were absent from their usual haunts; a 
flock of 50 at Point Holmes, July 20, were going 
into eclipse plumage. There were no parties of 
young birds (TP). 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were 
nesting near Sooke, SE of Victoria, May 20 (CJG). 
A female Red-tailed Hawk was brooding 1 young 
at Blaine, May 27 (Lucile H. Kline). There were 
still few predators at Comox. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls.—Black Oyster-catchers were 
displaying at Victoria, June 20 (ARD); young were 
flying, Aug. 15 (CJG). Killdeer were nesting at 
Blaine, May 22. At Comox, there was the best 
showing of Dowitchers ever; both species of 
yellow-legs were normal. Young Glaucous-winged 
Gulls were flying at Chain Is., Barkley Sound, west 
coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 15; a few were still 
flightless (CJG). A large number of adult and 
immature Bonaparte's Gulls were feeding on 
herring at Victoria, July 17 (CJG). Eight rare 
Heermann's Gulls were seen, June 20 (ARD).  
 
Alcids, Pigeons.—Rhinoceros Auklets (8) were in 
full breeding plumage at Victoria, July 2. They may 
have nested on an island in the area, as one was 
carrying herring, July 3, at 10-mile Point (CJG). 
Band-tailed Pigeons were in very small flocks at 
Victoria, June 24; 1 pair nested at Sooke, July 21. 
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They steadily decreased at Comox; 1 flock of 25± 
was seen, June 25. 
 
Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common 
Nighthawks were generally late. The first were 
reported in NE Seattle on June 7 (Margaret Ivey), 
at Blaine on June 8 (where 1 pair was nesting, June 
14—LHK), and at Victoria on June 9 (scarce—
ARD). Nighthawks and Black Swifts steadily 
decreased at Comox. Rufous Hummingbirds were 
nesting at Blaine, May 15. They were in fair 
numbers at Victoria, but not as abundant as last 
year. Four nests of Red-shafted Flickers were 
noted in a small area in NE Seattle, May 1 
(Florence Grove). They showed no increase at 
Comox. Lewis's Wood-peckers (uncommon in 
lowlands) were feeding young at Bellevue, July 22, 
with 3 young flying, Aug. 2 (WH). Pileated and 
Downy Woodpeckers may show an increase at 
Comox. Two young Pileated Woodpeckers were 
flying at Victoria, July 20. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—Traill's and Olive-sided 
Flycatchers were nesting at Blaine, June 20 (LHK). 
The Western Flycatcher arrived at Victoria, June 7, 
in fair numbers; young were out of the nest, Aug. 
10. The Olive-sided was first seen, June 22 (ARD). 
At Comox, young Violet-green Swallows were on 
the wing, June 26; the new colony of Cliff 
Swallows had about 20 nests (TP). Violet-greens 
were abundant at Victoria, with young flying by 
Aug. 2. Tree Swallows (not common) were feeding 
young, June 25 (ARD). At Blaine, Violet-green 
Swallows hatched, June 8. Cliff Swallows had 100 
nests under construction on May 22, and 197 pairs 
were nesting, June 20; the second brood hatched, 
July 23. Barn Swallows nested on July 3, and again 
on July 30 (LHK). Purple Martins were nesting at 
Bellevue, June 12 (WH); young were out of the 
nest in Seattle the last of June (VC). Two or 3 pairs 
nested at Comox. 
 
Ravens.—A pair of breeding Common Ravens at 
Blaine seemed to be off-range; young (4) were 
seen, June 8. 
 
Chickadees, Bushtits, Wrens.—Black-capped 
Chickadees had a successful nesting at Seattle; 
young were out of the nest the last of the period 
(VC). At Victoria, Chestnut-backed Chickadees 
were out of the nest, June 22. The new colony of 
Bushtits about held its own. Bush-tits were nesting 
in NE Seattle, May 16; after June 25, flocks of 15-
25 were seen (FG). House Wrens were nest-
building at Victoria, June 1, with first young, June 
22. Bewick's Wrens had a successful nesting. They 
were nesting at Bellevue, July 4. Young House 

Wrens were on the wing at Comox, July 9. There 
was a slight improvement in Bewick's Wrens. 
 
Thrushes.—Am. Robins were nesting at Seattle, 
May 29. There were 6 nests in an area 80 x 200 ft. 
(FG). Most pairs nested twice. The first brood at 
Blaine was on May 24, with the second, July 18. At 
Victoria many pairs raised 3 broods (ARD). They 
were few in numbers at Comox. Olive-backed 
Thrushes (16 pairs) were nesting on Mrs. Kline's 
place near Blaine, June 9. They were at Victoria in 
goodly numbers, too secretive to see the young, 
and disappeared the third week in July. Young 
Western Bluebirds were on the wing, July 19 
(ARD). Townsend's Solitaires were at nesting sites 
in the mountains east of Seattle, May 27 (VC). 
 
Kinglets through Vireos.—Golden-crowned Kinglets 
and Cedar Waxwings were nesting at Seattle, June 
20 (FG). Two pairs of Cedar Waxwings, with 6 
young were seen at Blaine, June 19. A flock of 30 
was first seen at Victoria, June 2; birds were 
present in good numbers, and had just started 
nesting the first week in August. They were down 
in numbers at Comox. Solitary and  
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Red-eyed Vireos were scarcely to be seen at 
Seattle, but Warbling Vireos nested everywhere 
(VC). The latter were nesting in NE Seattle, June 
20, and feeding young, June 28 (FG). Young 
Warbling Vireos were flying at Victoria, July 17. 
Solitary Vireos were few in number at Comox, and 
the Warbling were below normal. 
 
Warblers.—Uncommon Black and White Warblers 
(4) stayed a week at Camas, 15 miles east of 
Vancouver, Wash., in early June (A. C. and H. F. 
Roberts). Orange-crowned Warblers nested twice 
at Seattle (VC). Four pairs were nesting at Blaine, 
May 19. They were nest-building at Victoria, June 
5, in fair numbers, with young flying, July 10. At 
Comox, Yellow and Black-capped Warblers were a 
little above average; Macgillivray’s and Common 
Yellowthroats were low. The first young 
Audubon's Warblers were seen, June 13. At Blaine, 
a pair of Yellow Warblers, with 4 young, was seen, 
May 22; Macgillivray’s were nesting, June 8. Yellow 
Warblers were in fair numbers at Victoria, with 
first young, June 22. Black-capped Warblers 
arrived, June 6, but very few were seen during the 
season. Audubon's Warblers were feeding young at 
Bellevue, June 7. Black-throated Gray Warblers 
were nesting at Seattle, May 16 (FG). A Yellow-
breasted Chat (uncommon in summer) was seen at 
Bellevue, July 4 (WH). 
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Meadowlarks and Blackbirds.—Western Meadowlarks 
were nesting at Blaine, June 1, where a flock of 
300± Brewer's Blackbirds moved in on a scourge 
of grasshoppers. Red-winged Blackbirds 
apparently had a good season at Victoria; first 
young were seen, June 22. Nestling Redwings, eyes 
not yet open, were banded at Comox on July 15, 
and 300±, the majority young birds, were seen on 
July 30. Brewer's Blackbirds also apparently had a 
good season. They were in sizable flocks, July 30 
(TP). 
 
Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—Western Tanagers 
were nesting at Blaine, June 9. They seemed to be 
scarce at Victoria. Only 2 Black-headed Grosbeaks 
were heard at Comox; the Evening is unknown 
now. Purple Finches were still far below former 
numbers. Young Purple Finches were at a food 
tray in Seattle in mid-June (VC). Other young were 
being fed, July 3 (FG). Pine Siskins were nesting at 
Blaine, May 22. Young Siskins were at food trays 
in Seattle in mid-June. At Victoria they were first 
seen, June 22. Siskins and Am. Goldfinches were 
plentiful at Victoria and Seattle. Red Crossbills 
were still in flocks in Seattle, June 13 (VC and FG). 
They were heard often at Comox, but were not 
recorded at Camas, Wash. Spotted Towhees were 
very scarce there. Savannah Sparrows (brooksi) 
were breeding the last of May (TP). Young 
Savannah Sparrows were flying at Blaine, May 22, 
with a second nesting, June 2. Young Spotted 
Towhees appeared at a food station in Seattle, May 
21 (VC). Chipping Sparrows were fairly abundant 
at Victoria; young were out of the nest, June 22. 
White-crowned Sparrows seemed to be scarce in 
most of Seattle, but fairly abundant at Victoria.  
but fairly abundant at Victoria. They were nesting 
at Blaine, June 2, with a second nesting, July 10.—
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, War 
 
 

End 1951 
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1952 
 
Autumn Migration, 1951 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho 
and eastern Washington, the fall months were 
characterized by very little precipitation and by 
higher temperatures than usual.  
    

 
The prolonged drought that persisted throughout 
the summer was not broken until Sept. 25, when a 
light rain fell. Similar rains were not infrequent 
after that date, but clear days far outnumbered 
those that were cloudy. Maximum temperatures 
during September varied from 85° on the 6th, to 
65° on the 11th; the average for the month was 
72°. The minimum temperature recorded during 
the month was 36° on the 12th; otherwise, 
temperatures below 40° were exceptional. October 
remained relatively clear and warm through the 
10th, the maximum temperature that day being 
84°. The remainder of the month was considerably 
cooler, with maximum temperatures in the fifties, 
and frequent rainy days. Throughout November, 
conditions were similar to those of the latter part 
of October. For western Montana, Hand reported: 
"September was mild to moderate in the Missouri 
area and precipitation was about average. There 
was considerable warm weather until the 20th; 
thereafter it was cool and cloudy with frequent 
showers, but no prolonged rainy spells. October 
was slightly below normal in temperature and 
somewhat above in precipitation. There were only 
two or three sunshiny days in the entire month. 
November was more moderate, both as to 
temperature and moisture." In most respects, the 
fall migration was characterized by little that was 
unusual. One exception was the relative abundance 
of shorebirds in northern Idaho, drought 
conditions resulting in suitable habitat (exposed 
mud flats and sand bars in the larger streams) that 
was taken advantage of by exceptionally large 
numbers of these waders. In a few instances, 
possibly the result of the mild, clear weather, a few 

species were recorded much later than usual. 
Sparrows and finches were noticeably scarce, 
especially in contrast to the past year, and were 
observed in rather small numbers. 
 
Grebes and Herons.—In western Montana, 4 Eared 
Grebes were seen at Ninepipe Reservoir, Sept. 3; 
and a single bird, in an exhausted condition, was 
caught in the residential section of Missoula, Oct. 
22. In northern Idaho, two Red-necked Grebes, 
rarely observed in Idaho, were seen on Priest Lake, 
Sept. 23, and a single bird at Sandpoint, Oct. 25; 1 
Horned Grebe (likewise rarely noted in the State) 
was seen at Priest Lake, Sept. 23, and 2 at the east 
end of Coeur d'Alene Lake on Oct. 16. Great Blue 
Herons were last seen near Missoula, Mont., on 
Sept. 30; and a single bird was noted at Ninepipe, 
Oct. 30, where on previous occasions, Aug. 13 and 
20 and Sept. 3, they had been common (Hand).  
 
Waterfowl.—In western Montana, Whistling Swans 
were first reported from the Bitterroot Valley on 
Oct. 10 (early), and were unusually common in 
Flathead and Lake Counties between Oct. 20 and 
Nov. 1. A few Gadwalls were seen at Ninepipe, 
Sept. 3, and a pair at Missoula, Nov. 11 (late). 
Green-winged Teal were present in small numbers. 
Blue-winged Teal left early, none being reported at 
Missoula after early September. Wood Ducks were 
common through September and occasional until 
Oct. 21. Lesser Scaups were common at Ninepipe 
and at Flathead Lake, Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, and a few 
Redheads were seen at Flathead on the latter date. 
Three Ruddy Ducks were noted at Frenchtown, 
Sept. 15. Hooded Mergansers were last noted near 
Missoula, Oct. 21, and at Ninepipe, Oct. 30. Am. 
Mergansers were unusually common during late 
summer and early fall in the  
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Missoula area; one flock containing between 40 
and 50 individuals was seen on Aug. 26 (Hand). In 
northern Idaho, a flock of fully 150 Whistling 
Swans was seen at Copeland, Boundary Co., Oct. 
23 (Levy); a much smaller flock of 20 birds was 
noted that same day on the Snake River at 
Lewiston (Burleigh). The Wood Duck remained 
later than usual this year, two flocks totaling 30 
birds being seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch, 
Sept. 30, and a flock of 60 birds at Lane, Kootenai 
Co., Oct. 16 (Levy). The Hooded Merganser was 
reported from Copeland, Sept. 24, and from Lane, 
Oct. 16 (Levy), and a single bird was seen at 
Potlatch, Oct. 23 (Burleigh). A female White-
winged Scoter was noted at Copeland, Nov. 2 
(Levy). 
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Vultures and Hawks.—In western Montana, the 
local colony of Turkey Vultures near Missoula 
continued to increase until there were 21 present 
on Sept. 9, but none were seen after Sept. 15 
(Hand). In northern Idaho, this species remained 
rather late, 6 being noted north of Bonner's Ferry, 
Boundary Co., Sept. 25 (Levy). At Missoula, there 
was the usual noticeable flight of Sharp-shinned 
Hawks, starting Aug. 26 and ending Oct. 16. A 
Cooper's Hawk was seen in town on Sept. 24, and 
another was reported during the third week in 
October (Hand). At Moscow, the Cooper's Hawk 
was recorded for the first time in fall, a single bird 
in immature plum4ge on Sept. 17 (Burleigh). The 
Goshawk, only infrequently seen in northern 
Idaho, was reported from Copeland, Boundary 
Co., Sept. 25, and from Dismal Lake, Shoshone 
Co., Oct. 3 (Levy). The first Rough-legged Hawks 
were seen in northern Idaho (Copeland) on Oct. 
19 (Levy) and in western Montana (Superior, 
Mineral Co.) on Nov. 5 (Hand). A young Golden 
Eagle was seen soaring over Mount Jumbo, 
northeast of Missoula, on Oct. 8, and another was 
seen near Ravalli, Lake Co., Oct. 30 (Hand). In 
northern Idaho, the Bald Eagle (rarely observed), 
was noted at Sandpoint, Oct. 18, and at Colburn, 
Bonner Co., Nov. 12 (Levy); a single adult was 
reported from western Montana (Sanders Co.) on 
Nov. 8 (Hand). A Peregrine Falcon (a scarce bird 
in northern Idaho) was seen at Copeland, Sept. 22 
(Levy). The Pigeon Hawk was not recorded at 
Missoula until Nov. 10 (late) (Hand), but appeared 
at Lewiston, on the Snake River, Sept. 28, and at 
Moscow, Oct. 20 and Nov. 7 (Burleigh). 
 
Coots and Cranes.—In western Montana, Am. Coots 
were still common at Ninepipe Reservoir and on 
Flathead Lake, Nov. 1, and it is expected that 
many will remain throughout the winter (Hand). 
At Copeland, in extreme northern Idaho, two 
Sandhill Cranes were seen on Oct. 29 (Levy). 
 
Shorebirds.—Due possibly to unusually favorable 
conditions, shorebirds were present in large 
numbers in northern Idaho, appearing early and in 
a few instances remaining rather late. At Potlatch, 
on the Palouse River, the following species were 
observed: Solitary Sandpiper, Aug. 8 through Sept. 
4; Greater Yellow-legs, July 19 through Aug. 18; 
Lesser Yellowlegs, July 28 through Aug. 24; 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Aug. 26; Baird's Sandpiper, 
July 21 through Aug. 29; Least Sandpiper, July 19 
through Aug. 24; Dowitcher, July 19 through Aug. 
18; Semipalmated Sandpiper, July 28 through Aug. 
13; Western Sandpiper, July 19 through Aug. 18. 
At Lewiston, on the Snake River, the Black-bellied 

Plover (a scarce transient in Idaho) was seen on 
Sept. 21 and 28; the last Spotted Sandpiper for the 
year, Sept. 16; the Greater Yellow-legs, Sept. 16 
and 28, and Oct. 1, 4, and 10 (late); the Lesser 
Yellow-legs, Least Sandpiper, Dowitcher, and 
Western Sandpiper, Sept. 16. At Moscow, the Am. 
Avocet was recorded for the first time in northern 
Idaho on July 12, two small flocks totaling 7 birds 
being seen. The Wilson's Phalarope was also 
recorded for the first time as a fall transient at 
Moscow, single birds being seen on July 9 and July 
26 (Burleigh). At Medicine Lake, Kootenai Co., 
numerous Baird's Sandpipers, 15 Semipalmated 
Plover, and 2 Northern Phalaropes were noted on 
Aug. 28, and a single Spotted Sandpiper (late) and 
5 Dowitchers, Sept. 20. Unusually late was a 
Greater Yellow-legs on Oct. 20, and a Pectoral 
Sandpiper on Oct. 29, at Copeland. Two Killdeer 
were also seen there, Nov. 2 (Levy). There was an 
early flight of Wilson's Snipe at Ninepipe on Sept. 
3, possibly 50 being seen scattered through the 
open marsh. Spotted Sandpipers departed on Sept. 
9 except for a single individual noted on Sept. 23 
and 30. Solitary Sandpipers appeared in small 
numbers at Missoula, Aug. 5-26, and a few were 
seen at Kicking Horse Reservoir, Aug. 13. A pair 
of Willets (the first record for western Montana) 
was noted 2 miles west of Missoula, Sept. 2. 
Greater Yellow-legs were common at Kicking 
Horse and Ninepipe, Aug. 13 and 20 and Sept. 3, 
and 4 were seen near Missoula, Aug. 19-26. 
Pectoral Sandpipers were fairly common at 
Ninepipe, and a few were at Kicking Horse, Aug. 
20 and Sept. 3. Baird's Sandpipers were noted in 
small numbers at Missoula between Aug. 12 and 
26, and at Kicking Horse, Aug. 13 and Sept. 3. 
Northern Phalaropes were common on many of 
the potholes near Ninepipe on Sept. 3, occurring 
in flocks of 5 to 15 birds (Hand). 
 
Gulls and Terns.—The Herring Gull was recorded 
for the first time in northern Idaho on Aug. 13, 2 
birds in immature plumage being seen on the 
Palouse River at Potlatch. The Ring-billed Gull did 
not appear on the Snake River at Lewiston until 
September (late); 5 were still present there on Dec. 
1. Bonaparte's Gull, normally uncommon in 
northern Idaho, was reported from Sandpoint, 
Oct. 16, and from Copeland, Oct. 20 (many) and 
Oct. 29 (Levy). In western Montana, Ring-billed 
Gulls were present at Ninepipe in flocks of 40 to 
50 between Aug. 13 and Sept. 3; a few were noted 
at Missoula, Oct. 18 and 19, and several at 
Flathead Lake, Oct. 30 and Nov. 1. A single 
Common Tern was noted at Lewiston on Sept. 16 
and 21, and a single Black Tern at Potlatch, Aug. 8 
(Burleigh). Several Black Terns were seen near 
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Ninepipe, Aug. 13, and 2 Forster's Terns at 
Kicking Horse the same day (Hand). 
 
Mourning Dove.—At Missoula, the Mourning Dove 
was last noted on Sept. 15 (Hand); while in 
northern Idaho, single birds were seen at Dismal 
Lake, Shoshone Co. (altitude 6,000 feet), Oct. 4, 
and at the east end of Coeur d'Alene Lake, Oct. 18 
(Levy), and one small flock at Lewiston, Dec. 1 
(Burleigh). 
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Woodpeckers and Flycatchers.—At Missoula the last 
Lewis's Woodpecker was noted on Sept. 9 (Hand), 
while at Moscow, although normally present in 
small numbers, none were observed throughout 
the entire fall. Interesting departure dates for 
flycatchers were: Western Kingbird, at Missoula, 
Sept. 3, at Lewiston, Sept. 8 (late); Say's Phoebe, at 
Lewiston, Oct. 31, and at Clarkston, Wash., Nov. 
16 (both very late dates); Western Flycatcher (rare), 
single birds seen and collected at Moscow, Aug. 23 
and Sept. 26.  
 
Horned Larks through Thrushes.—Small flocks of 
Horned Larks were noted on Bald Mountain, 
Bonner Co., Idaho (altitude 6000 feet), on Sept. 
23, and at Dismal Lake, Shoshone Co., Oct. 4; 
individuals collected were found to represent the 
pale northern race arcticola, so these were 
apparently transient flocks (Levy). At Moscow, the 
breeding birds had, as in previous years, gradually 
become scarce in late August and September, and 
were last noted on Oct. 13. Some departure dates 
for swallows were: Violet-green Swallow, at 
Missoula (uncommon), July 23, and at Lewiston, 
Oct. 4; Barn Swallow, at Missoula, Sept. 4, at 
Genesee, Idaho, Oct. 4 (late); Cliff Swallow, at 
Missoula, July 31, at Potlatch, Aug. 29 (early). At 
Missoula the last Am. Crow was noted on Oct. 18. 
This species does not nest in the open Palouse 
country of northern Idaho, and was not recorded 
there at any time this fall. The House Wren was 
last seen at Missoula on Sept. 9 and at Moscow on 
Oct. 5 (late). Rather unexpected was the presence 
of a single Long-billed Marsh Wren at Coeur 
d'Alene Lake on Oct. 6, the first record for this 
species in northern Idaho (Burleigh). Possibly the 
most interesting record for the fall migration was a 
Gray-cheeked Thrush taken at Moscow on Sept. 
7, this being the first time this species has been 
recorded in Idaho. At Missoula, the Hermit 
Thrush was noted on Sept. 16, and at Moscow 
almost daily from Sept. 23 (Clarkston, Wash., Sept. 
21) through Oct. 19 (late). A single bird was seen 
at Dismal Lake, Oct. 8 (Levy). The Olive-backed 

Thrush was last seen at Missoula, Sept. 14, and at 
Potlatch, Sept. 4; the Veery (Willow Thrush) at 
Missoula, Aug. 27, and at Moscow, Aug. 30; the 
Mountain Bluebird at Missoula, Sept. 30 (early), 
and at Genesee, Idaho, Oct. 26 (also early); at 
Weippe, Clearwater Co., the Western Bluebird was 
noted for the first time in fall, a flock of 6 birds 
being seen on Oct. 26. 
 
Kinglets through Shrikes.—At Missoula, the Ruby-
crowned Kinglet was last seen on Oct. 18, at 
Moscow on Nov. 3 (late), and at Clarkston, Wash., 
on Nov. 16 (late). The Water Pipit appeared at 
Kicking Horse Reservoir, Sept. 3, and was 
common at Missoula, Sept. 9 through Oct. 7. At 
Moscow, the first flock was noted on Sept. 13, and 
other flocks were seen at frequent intervals 
thereafter through Oct. 26 (late). The first flock of 
Bohemian Waxwings appeared at Missoula, Nov. 
4, and at Moscow, Nov. 5 (early). The first Gray 
Shrike was noted at Genesee, Oct. 21, and at 
Pullman, Wash., Oct. 30. This species is present in 
its usual numbers this year, one or more being 
seen almost daily in the open Palouse country. 
 
Vireos and Warblers.—Noteworthy departure dates 
were: Solitary Vireo (Cassin's) at Missoula, Sept. 
19, and at Moscow, Oct. 11 (late); Macgillivray's 
Warbler at Missoula, Sept. 5, at Moscow, Sept. 22, 
and at Clarkston, Oct. 1 (late). 
 
Blackbirds.—At Missoula, the Western Meadowlark 
was common until Oct. 21, but none were seen 
after that date. The Red-winged Blackbird was last 
noted, Oct. 30. Both these species winter to some 
extent at Moscow, and commonly at Lewiston. 
The Yellow-headed Blackbird, an uncommon 
transient in the open Palouse country, was noted at 
Potlatch, Aug. 24, and at Clarkston, Aug. 28, but 
only a single bird each time. As in previous years, 
adult Brown-headed Cowbirds disappeared from 
the open Palouse country in early July, but fully-
grown young of the year remained as usual 
through August. They were last seen at Moscow, 
Aug. 15, at Potlatch, Aug. 26, and at Clarkston, 
Aug. 28 (late). 
 
Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—The Western 
Tanager was last noted at Missoula, Sept. 24, and 
at Moscow, Oct. 15 (late). Evening Grosbeaks 
reappeared at Missoula, Aug. 8, after a six weeks' 
absence, were abundant through late August and 
early September, and were moderately common 
thereafter. At Moscow small flocks that were 
noted in late August soon disappeared, and for 
several months now this species has been rarely 
seen, a decided contrast to its abundance in 
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previous years throughout the fall and winter 
months. Pine Grosbeaks, possibly representing the 
breeding population, were found to be fairly 
common at Dismal Lake, Oct. 1, and a small flock 
of 6 birds was seen on Fisher Mountain, near 
Copeland, on Nov. 4 (Levy). White-crowned 
Sparrows were noted at Missoula from Sept. 7 to 
Oct. 7, none wintering there. At Clarkston, Wash., 
where they winter in small numbers, they were first 
seen (2 birds) on Aug. 28. The Lincoln's Sparrow 
was first seen at Potlatch on Aug. 31, and 
frequently thereafter until last recorded at 
Lewiston on Oct. 16. The Snow Bunting 
apparently occurs regularly, at least during the fall 
months, in the extreme northern part of Idaho; 
small flocks were noted at Sandpoint on Oct. 18, 
and at Copeland, Oct. 21 and 29, and Nov. 6 
(Levy). A rather unexpected record was that of a 
single Snow. Bunting seen on Aug. 24 at 
Yellowstone Lake in northwestern Wyoming (G. 
W. Treichel).—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School 
of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1951 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.-We regret that no fall 
migration report is available from this Region. 
Please send  
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reports on wintering birds to the new regional 
editor, Dr. Jessop B. Low, Leader, Utah Cooperative 
Wildlife Research Unit, Utah State Agricultural College, 
Logan, Utah. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1951 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—For 
the area covered by this report—the north half of 
the region—the weather was warm and generally 
dry until mid-October when conditions became 
normal for the time of year. November was mostly 
overcast, with strong winds the last week.  

                
 
Loons through Herons.—All species of loons were 
below normal at Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C. 
Red-necked Grebes showed up well; Horned 
Grebes were average, with Westerns few, except 
for a migration concentration of over 3,000 
(Theed Pearse). At Victoria, B. C., the first Red-
necked Grebes were seen, Sept. 24; Pied-billed, 
Sept. 13; Westerns (230±), Oct. 13 (A. R. 
Davidson). Western Grebes were at Blaine, Wash., 
Oct. 8 (late); Eared Grebes, Oct. 16 (Lucille H. 
Kline). At Sheringham Point, SW coast of 
Vancouver Is., there were 700 to 800 Sooty 
Shearwaters, Aug. 26; 4,000± feeding on herring 
close to shore, Sept. 21. Large juvenile Pelagic 
Cormorants were still on Trial Is., Barkely Sd., W 
coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 15, and immature 
Great Blue Herons (60±) were on Cowichan Bay 
flats, SE Vancouver Is., Aug. 18 (C. J. Guiguet). 
 
Swans, Geese and Ducks.—There were 11 Whistling 
Swans at Blaine, Oct. 21 (LHK). A flock of 200±- 
Black Brant at Comox in October was early.  
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The migration of Canada Geese was good (TP). 
One flock was estimated at over 1,000 (H. M. 
Laing). At Ten-mile Point, E of Victoria, B. C., 
there were 250±, Sept. 23 (CJG). They were first 
seen (64) at Blaine, Oct. 11. The migration was 
well under way at Seattle, Oct. 15; 7 flocks passed 
in 45 minutes (Violet E. Cannon). There was a 
heavy migration of Mallards at Comox early in 
October, a month before the usual influx. Am. 
Widgeons were late, but in normal numbers. There 
was a good showing of Pintails in early September 
(TP). At Cowichan Bay, 250± Mallards and 15 
Am. Widgeons were noted, Aug. 18. Two adult 
male European Widgeons were shot there, Nov. 
11 (S. Franks, fide Guiguet). Am. Widgeons 
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returned to the Victoria area, Sept. 17. Male 
Harlequin Ducks in eclipse were numerous at 
Sheringham Pt., southern Vancouver Is., Sept. 21. 
They were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 28. Other 
ducks came in the following succession: Shoveller, 
Oct. 10; Greater Scaup, Oct. 13; Ruddy, Oct. 23; 
Buff1e-head, Oct. 28; Canvas-back, Oct. 31; Am. 
Golden-eye, Nov. 11; Old-squaw, Nov. 18 (CJG, 
ARD). Pintails were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 3; 
Buffle-heads, Oct. 2; Mallards, Am. Golden-eyes, 
and Ruddy Ducks, Oct. 23 (LHK). Ducks were 
about normal at Seattle, except for more than the 
usual number of Gadwalls (VEC). At Comox in 
August a large flock of Surf Scoters was composed 
mainly of yearling males. Later, among at least 
10,000 scoters, three-fifths were estimated to be 
Surf, with four-fifths of those males. The rest were 
mostly White-winged, but with some American. 
Red-breasted Mergansers were still few (TP). 
Female and immature Red-breasted Mergansers 
were first seen at Victoria, Sept. 29; Hooded and 
American, Oct. 20. 
 
Cranes.—Sandhill Cranes (21) were at Sheringham 
Point, B. C., Sept. 21; 1 was near Victoria, Oct. 21. 
 
Shorebirds.—A number of birds left their summer 
ranges early. They drifted southward from early 
July until the last of October. At Comox, both 
species of yellow-legs showed an increase, as did 
Long-billed Dowitchers; but Pectoral, Sandpipers 
were scarce, and all small sandpipers seemed to be 
fewer. A rare Stilt Sandpiper was noted on Comox 
slough in August (TP). Surf-birds first came to 
Victoria, July 9, and were present in numbers, Aug. 
17. Black Turnstones were seen at Victoria, July 9; 
and several flocks at Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26. Two 
Wandering Tattlers were at Victoria, Aug. 10 & 17. 
Nine flocks of Least and Western Sandpipers (total 
125±) were at Trial Is., B. C., July 12. They were 
moving all day at Victoria, July 21; were in small 
flocks at Cowichan Bay, B. C., Aug. 18; and at 
Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26 (CJG). Greater Yellow-
legs were first noted at Blaine, Aug. 24; last seen, 
Oct. 28. Red-backed Sandpipers (350±) were 
there, Nov. 5 (LHK). The usual shorebirds arrived 
at the South Seattle tidal marshes during July and 
early August, and were present until mid-October 
(VEC). 
 
Gulls.—Few Glaucous-winged Gulls reached the 
flying stage in the San Juan Islands, in spite of 
what would appear to be good breeding 
conditions. Temperatures were high at incubating 
time, and fleas were prevalent on at least one 
island (Zella McM. Schultz). There was an almost 
entire absence of young gulls at Comox, except for 

Glaucous-wings, which may have been bred 
locally. In flocks of Short-bills and Bonaparte's, 
young averaged not over 5% (TP). All species were 
present in numbers at Victoria from mid. July until 
the last of August, attracted by herring. The first 
large influx of Bonaparte's Gulls was on July 17 
(CJG). They were gone, Oct. 20. California Gulls 
returned, July 22, and Short-billed, July 20. Both 
left on Oct. 10, and Heermann's Gull on Oct 21 
(ARD). Herring Gulls were more numerous in late 
summer than in the past 3 years (CJG). 
 
Alcids.—All alcids seemed scarce at Comox. 
Common Murres, with young, were abundant at 
Sheringham Pt., Aug. 26, and numerous, Sept. 21. 
Marbled Murrelets, Ancient Murrelets, and 
Cassin's Auklets were seen there, Aug. 26. Adult 
and young Rhinocerous Auklets, and Tufted 
Puffins were numerous, Sept. 21 (CJG). 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—There were 140± 
Band-tailed Pigeons feeding on Black Elderberries 
at Comox, Oct. 19 (TP); 250± in the Cowichan 
area, Sept. 15; and 40 at Goldstream lakes, NE of 
Victoria, Oct. 1 (CJG). There were 150± at 
Victoria, Sept. 2 (ARD). They were last seen at 
Blaine, Sept. 14 (LHK). Over 50 were at Cascara 
berries in West Seattle, Aug. 18 (VEC). One Barn 
Owl was taken 1 near Duncan, B. C., Nov. 15, and 
a Snowy Owl, Nov. 13. One Snowy Owl was at 
Victoria, Nov. 13 (CJG). Short-eared Owls had 
moved into Seattle, Oct. 20. Common Nighthawks 
had left Victoria by Sept. 17; were last seen at 
Blaine, Aug. 23, and at Seattle, Sept. 15. Ten Black 
Swifts were in the Cowichan area, B. C., Sept. 15. 
Vaux's Swifts were seen at Victoria, Sept. 2. 
Rufous Hummingbirds were last seen there, Sept. 
19. Two were seen in North Seattle, Oct. 7 and 21. 
All species of Woodpeckers at Comox seemed to 
show a slight increase after the nesting season. 
Young Lewis's Woodpeckers were still flying in the 
nesting vicinity east of Lake Washington, and 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers (ruber) were still around 
the nest hole in the high Cascade Mts., Wash., 
Aug. 19 (VEC). 
 
Flycatchers through Swallows.—There were waves of 
migrating passerines at Comox on Aug. 29, Sept. 3, 
Sept. 22 and Oct. 26. The scarcity of small birds 
was a matter of comment there, especially when 
compared with 20 years ago. An adult Eastern 
Kingbird, with 2 birds of the year, was seen in 
August. Pearse believes they breed regularly, as he 
has seen them in previous years. Other flycatchers 
were below normal. Western and Traill's 
Flycatchers were last seen at Blaine, Wash., Aug. 
26. Traill's and the Olive-sided were last seen at 
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Seattle, Sept. 9. Horned Larks were still on high 
trails of Mt. Rainier, Sept. 16 (VEC). They were 
noted at Victoria, Sept 11 and 28 (ARD). Cliff 
Swallows left Blaine, Aug. 23, Violet-greens, Sept. 
11, and Barn Swallows, Sept. 26. Last dates for 
Seattle were: Rough-winged, Sept. 27, Violet-green 
and Barn, Sept. 30. The latter had left Victoria by 
Sept. 17. Purple Martins were reported breeding at 
Ladysmith Harbour, Vancouver Is., Aug. 26 (V. 
Johnston, fide Guiguet). They were last seen at 
Seattle, Sept. 27. 
 
Thrushes.—Am. Robins were back at Comox the  
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end of November. A remarkable migration of 
Western Bluebirds was reported by Fryer in 
October; at least 750 passed along the edge of the 
foothills in lots of 50 or less. Some 25 years ago 
scattered pairs nested and a number migrated 
through Courtenay, B. C., but in general they are 
seldom seen now (TP). Varied Thrushes in 
numbers were at Victoria, Oct. 1 (CJG). Olive-
backed Thrushes were gone by Sept. 2. Ten 
Western Bluebirds, Nov. 15, constitute the only 
flight (ARD). Olive-backed Thrushes were last 
seen at Blaine, July 29; Mountain Bluebirds (rare 
migrant), Aug. 23; 1 Townsend's Solitaire, Sept. 23, 
and Western Bluebirds, Sept. 26 (LHK). Olive-
backed Thrushes were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 2 
(VEC).  
 
Kinglets, Pipits.—Golden- and Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets returned to Victoria, Sept. 16 (ARD). 
Ruby-crowns were first seen at Blaine, Sept. 30, 
with the Golden-crowns, Oct. 29. There were 30 
Water Pipits in the Cowichan area, B. C., Sept. 15 
(CJG). The height of their migration at Victoria 
was on the same day, when 100± were seen 
(ARD). They stayed at Blaine longer than usual, 
from Sept. 17 to Sept. 29. A few had come to 
lower levels near Seattle, but many were still high 
on Mt. Rainier, Sept. 16 (VEC).  
 
Vireos, Warblers.—Two migrant Red-eyed Vireos at 
Comox, B. C., Aug. 24, were rare (TP). Red-eyed 
and Warbling Vireos were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 
9, with the Solitary, Sept. 22. Warblers were few in 
migration at Comox. The Orange-crowned was 
last seen, Sept. 22. Audubon's Warblers, which 
showed an increase in spring migration, were 
much below normal in autumn. Orange-crowned 
and Audubon's Warblers were going through 
Victoria, Sept. 9; Hutton's Vireos and Myrtle 
Warblers were last seen, Oct. 16. Yellow Warblers 
were last seen at Blaine, Aug. 19; Audubon's (1 

imm.) and 1 Townsend's on Sept. 14. Yellow 
Warblers were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 1; Black-
capped (Pileolated), Sept. 9; the Common 
Yellowthroat, Sept. 27; and the Orange-crowned, 
Oct. 7 (VEC). 
 
Tanagers through Sparrows.—Western Tanagers were 
last seen at Victoria, Aug. 6; at Blaine, Aug. 30; and 
at Seattle, Sept. 28; where Black-headed Grosbeaks 
were last seen, Aug. 18. Am. Goldfinches had left 
Victoria, Sept. 19; and were last seen at Blaine, 
Sept. 30. Green-backed Goldfinches, which seem 
to wander north each year, arrived at Camas, 
Wash., east of Vancouver, by mid-August (AC & 
HF Roberts). Six Red Crossbills and 40 Savannah 
Sparrows were at Sheringham Pt., Sept. 21. 
Savannah Sparrows passed through Comox in 
goodly numbers, but other sparrows were few. 
Savannahs were last seen at Victoria, Oct. 25; and 
at Blaine, Oct. 8. Juncos were becoming plentiful 
at Victoria, Oct. 22. Golden-crowned Sparrows 
were moving south at Victoria, Aug. 27; Fox 
Sparrows returned, Sept. 29 (ARD). Banded 
Golden-crowns reappeared at Comox the end of 
October. This species was last seen at Seattle, Nov. 
4. White-crowned Sparrows were last seen at 
Blaine, Oct. 4.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, 
Seattle, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1951-52 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Although not 
unusually severe, the winter in both northern 
Idaho and western Montana was characterized by 
consistently cold weather and deep snow. At 
Moscow the first snow fell on Nov. 14 and 
intermittently thereafter until Dec. 4, when the 
first blizzard was experienced. After that date, the 
snow gradually increased in depth until by the 
latter part of the month, there was fully two feet 
on the ground. This condition remained 
unchanged until the last of January, when ten days 
of relatively mild weather exposed the bare ground 
for the first time in almost two months. The last 
half of February and early March brought more 
snow, and it was almost the end of March before 
the ground was finally bare again. Temperatures 
throughout this period were, with few exceptions, 
only moderately low, the minimum at night 
varying from 10° to 28°, the maximum in the 
daytime ranging from 30° to 42°. The only sub-
zero temperatures were experienced on Dec. 23 (-
1°), Dec. 24 (-7°), and Jan. 1 (-19°). Hand reported 
much the same weather at Missoula. He states 
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"November was moderately cold and there was 
little change until about the 20th of December 
when temperatures dropped to sub-zero, with 
minimums of -19° and -20° during the holiday 
season. The last half of December also brought 
considerable snow with 25 inches being recorded 
in Missoula—a record for the month since records 
have been kept by the Weather Bureau. The cold 
continued for several days into January after which 
there was a moderate spell with some thawing 
weather in late January and early February. This 
was followed by colder, but not severe weather." 
In contrast to the past winter, birdlife throughout 
this region was unusually scarce, and little of 
outstanding interest was seen. Especially 
noticeable was the almost complete absence of the 
Fringillidae. In northern Idaho, no rosy finches, 
crossbills, Pine Grosbeaks, redpolls, or siskins 
were seen, and even such common resident species 
as the Evening Grosbeak and Am. Goldfinch were 
observed only infrequently, and in small numbers. 
At Missoula, Hand reported this same uneventful 
winter, his comment being that "the past winter 
has certainly been a poor one for bird 
observation." 
 
Herons and Waterfowl.—A single Great Blue Heron 
seen on the Snake River at Lewiston on Dec. 28 
was the only winter record for this species in 
northern Idaho. Mallards wintered in their usual 
numbers, approximately 200 being noted on 
Paradise Creek, west of Moscow, in late December 
and January (Burleigh). At Missoula, Mont., 
Mallards wintered as usual, but in smaller numbers 
than in previous years. A few Green-winged Teal 
were seen, as well as Am. Golden-eyes; and a few 
Am. Mergansers were noted regularly along the 
Clark Fork (Hand). 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—In northern Idaho, the Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Marsh Hawk, 
and Sparrow Hawk were as usual seen at 
infrequent intervals throughout the winter. The 
Pigeon Hawk was commoner than in previous 
years, and 2, possibly 3, wintered within the city 
limits of Moscow (Burleigh). At Missoula, Sharp-
shinned Hawks were seen at intervals throughout 
the winter. Bald Eagles were reported as common 
on the Flathead River near Apgar in December, as 
many as 18 being noted at one time during the 
latter part of the salmon spawning season. At least 
one Pigeon Hawk wintered in Missoula, and an 
occasional Sparrow Hawk was also seen (Hand). 
 
Coots.—In northern Idaho, a single bird wintered 
on the Snake River at Lewiston, while in western 
Montana a single bird was likewise noted on 

Flathead Lake on Feb. 29. The large flocks that 
usually winter on this lake were apparently 
discouraged by the ice that fringed the shoreline 
(Hand). 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—A flock of 5 Killdeer 
wintered in the vicinity of Moscow, being seen on 
Para-disc Creek on Dec. 24, again on Jan. 6, and at 
infrequent intervals thereafter. Two Wilson's Snipe 
were likewise seen at this same spot in late 
December and January, and Hand reported a 
single bird at Missoula on Jan. 6. In northern 
Idaho, a Ring-billed Gull was present on the Snake 
River at Lewiston all of December, and Hand 
noted a single bird at Flathead Lake, in western 
Montana, on Feb. 29. 
 
Doves through Woodpeckers.—Mourning Doves 
wintered in unusually large numbers in northern 
Idaho, flocks totaling approximately 80 birds being 
seen in late December and January at Lewiston. In 
contrast to the previous winter, Short-eared Owls 
were scarce and only infrequently noted in the 
open Palouse country (Burleigh). At Missoula, a 
single Long-eared Owl was seen Feb. 25 (Hand). 
Pygmy Owls were more numerous than usual, 
both in northern Idaho and western Montana. In 
the vicinity of Moscow, this little owl was 
observed at frequent intervals from Nov. 7 
through Jan. 31, and at Missoula from Nov. 5 to 
Feb. 10. As is usually the case, a single Belted 
Kingfisher was observed on Paradise Creek, at 
Moscow, from time to time during the winter, and 
one bird also remained at Missoula. Red-shafted 
Flickers wintered in normal numbers through. out 
the region. 
 
Larks through Creepers.—Horned Larks were present 
in usual numbers along the Snake River at Lewis. 
ton, but as in past years were not noted in the 
open Palouse Country of northern Idaho from the 
middle of October until early February. Specimens 
taken in late December and January were all typical 
of the breeding race merrilli (Burleigh). The Clarke's 
Nutcracker was noted regularly throughout the 
winter at Missoula, but in contrast to the past 
winter was not  
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seen at Moscow. Hand likewise reported that at 
Missoula, the Black-capped Chickadee was 
commonly observed, but that the Mountain 
Chickadee was not seen throughout the winter. He 
noted a single White-breasted Nuthatch on Feb. 3, 
and the Red-breasted Nuthatch and Brown 
Creeper up to Jan. 6, but none after that date. In 
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northern Idaho the Red-breasted Nuthatch 
wintered in small numbers, but no Brown 
Creepers were seen after the latter part of 
December. 
 
Thrushes through Warblers.—Robins were present in 
usual numbers at Moscow, and at Missoula, and 
the Townsend's Solitaire was seen at intervals 
throughout the winter both in northern Idaho and 
western Montana. Normally, a few Varied 
Thrushes winter with the robins at Moscow, but 
this year none were observed from Dec. 19 until 
Feb. 6, when the first spring transients appeared. 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were unusually scarce in 
western Montana, Hand reported, and the same 
situation prevailed in northern Idaho. On the 
other hand, a Ruby-crowned Kinglet seen at 
Clarkston, Wash., on Dec. 8, was the first actual 
winter record for this species for this area. Equally 
unexpected was the presence of a single Water 
Pipit at Lewiston on Dec. 21, this being the first 
time this species has been noted in northern Idaho 
during the winter months. Bohemian Waxwings 
were abundant much of the winter, both at 
Moscow and Missoula flocks comprising as many 
as 1,000 individuals being noted in December and 
January feeding on mountain ash berries. At 
Missoula, small flocks of Cedar Waxwings were 
frequently found associated with their larger 
relatives, but at Moscow, the only record for the 
winter months is that of a single bird seen on Jan. 
5. Gray Shrikes were seen at Missoula at irregular 
intervals from Nov. 5 to Feb. 24, while at 
Moscow, this species was noticeably more plentiful 
than in previous winters, 3 or 4 being commonly 
observed in late December and January during a 
morning spent in the field. As in past years, the 
Audubon's Warbler wintered in small numbers 
along the Snake River at Lewiston, small flocks 
being seen there on Dec. 28, and again on Jan. 8. 
 
Blackbirds.—Despite the two feet of snow that 
covered the ground in the open Palouse country, 
wintering flocks of Western Meadowlarks were 
noted at Potlatch (Dec. 12), Genesee (Dec. 21), 
and Weippe, Clearwater Co. (Jan. 12). At 
Lewiston, where there is rarely any snow, this 
species were common throughout the winter, 
numerous small flocks being observed. The Red-
winged Blackbird is rarely seen in northern Idaho 
during the winter months, so of interest was a 
flock of 30 of these birds, all males, noted at 
Lewiston on Dec. 21. At Missoula, Mont., Hand 
reported small flocks present throughout January. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—In view of the extreme 
scarcity of finches and sparrows in northern Idaho, 

a record of unusual interest is that of a Savannah 
Sparrow seen at Lewiston on Dec. 28, the first 
time this species has been noted during the winter 
months. Gambel's White-crowned Sparrows, 
normally fairly common at Lewiston, were scarce 
and only infrequently seen. At Missoula, Evening 
Grosbeaks were irregularly common all winter, but 
the redpolls disappeared shortly after a flock of 30 
had been noted on Nov. 4. Siskins and Am. 
Goldfinches were occasional until late November 
but not noted thereafter. Oregon Juncos were 
common to Dec. 1 and occasional until Jan. 6; 
then they too disappeared. Am. Tree Sparrows 
appeared in flocks of 10 to 50 on Nov. 11 and 
remained until mid-December, but thereafter only 
a few scattered individuals were noted.—
THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1951-52 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Winter came to the 
region early, and stayed long and cold. Throughout 
the region during the past winter there have been 
record or near record snow depths. By mid-
January the snow peak in Utah averaged about 150 
per cent of normal and by mid-March in some 
sections, had reached over 200 per cent of normal. 
Coupled with this snow depth was exceptionally 
cold weather which kept shallow water areas 
frozen. This undoubtedly is one of the hardest 
winters on record, and will undoubtedly affect 
birdlife adversely. Water birds were confined to 
spring heads and running water. A report from 
Hart Mountain Refuge in Lakeview, Oreg., 
indicated that the refuge had been snowed in for 
the first time in its existence from mid-December 
to April 1. Snow and frozen marshes in Cache 
Valley, Utah, started in November and still persist. 
Comparatively few birds remained in this valley or 
in Salt Lake Valley. A severe winter was reported 
from Cedarville, Calif., where 105 inches of snow 
fell and 2 to 3 ft. was on the ground (B. M. 
Hazeltine). In Casper, Wyo., more snow fell than 
during the winter of the Great Blizzard (1948-49). 
In Alamosa, Colo., the temperature was about 
normal but there was much more snow than usual 
(R. M. and Mrs. J. W. Armagast). A long and 
relatively severe winter was reported in Klamath 
Basin; winter birds were not there as usual, and 
spring migration very late (P. E. Steel). A note of 
worth this winter is the record of only 5 Evening 
Grosbeaks reported in the March issue of the Utah 
Audubon News. C. W. Lockerbie indicated that 
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the Common Starling heads his list of land birds 
and that the Brewer Blackbirds are a close second. 
 
Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—Fifteen to 20 Pied-billed 
Grebes stayed at Bear River Refuge, Utah, 
throughout the winter and the earliest migrant was 
sighted by V. T. Wilson on March 9. Ten White  
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Pelicans arrived at Tule Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Calif., on the west side of the region on 
March 22 (P. E. Steel). One Great Blue Heron was 
noted at Bear River Refuge on March 10, while 
Double-crested Cormorants were seen on March 
16. 
 
Swans and Geese.—Snow Geese (Lesser) were 
reported at the mouth of Jordan River, Utah, by 
Feb. 15 (C. W. Lockerbie) but not recorded until 
March 5 at the Bear River Refuge (VTW). By 
March 8 at Farmington Bay Refuge, Utah, there 
were an established 5,000 Snow Geese. About 190 
Whistling Swan were counted on the Farmington 
Bay Refuge by Lockerbie. Ross's Geese were 
recorded by Z. Foster, Jan. 10. On the west side of 
the region at Tule Lake from the Deer Flat Refuge 
near Caldwell, Idaho, on National Wildlife Refuge 
among the wintering birds were 300 Canada 
Geese; on Feb. 1 White-fronted Geese numbering 
150 arrived, followed on the 15th by 10 Cackling 
Geese (PES). From the same area E. Kridler 
reported at least 23,000 Snow Geese on March 2 
and 5,000 Whistling Swans on Feb. 9. 
 
Ducks.—Pintails had arrived at Bear River Refuge 
1,300 strong by March 10 (VTW). Here, however, 
nearly all species were two weeks late in migration, 
apparently the result of the late arrival of spring. 
Farther south at the mouth of the Jordan River on 
the shore of Great Salt Lake, the open water 
channels were full of Pintails by mid-February 
according to George Cox, custodian of New State 
Gun Club. Am. Widgeon also arrived in the open 
waters in numbers of several thousand by the same 
date as the Pintails (CWL). An estimated 11,600 
waterfowl were witnessed on Lake Lowell of the 
Deer Flat Refuge near Nampa, Idaho (Dart), 
where the lake was frozen over for a longer period 
this year than for many years. Waterfowl 
migrations into this area were late. Unusual 
wintering ducks were 2 Wood Ducks seen on Jan. 
29 at Nampa (Dart) and 2 at Caldwell, Idaho, by Z. 
Foster on March 2. A report from Kridler 
recorded at least 200 Ruddy Ducks, as well as a 
good representation of the other species, wintering 
at Tule Lake, Calif. 

 
Eagles, Cranes.—Bald Eagles were present in Utah 
during the entire winter. Only report so far of 
Sand-hill Cranes comes from R. M. and Mrs. J. W. 
Armagast at the Adams State College, Alamosa, 
Colo. Thirty cranes were seen in V-shaped flight 
on March 29. 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—Early arrivals at Bear River 
Refuge were the Killdeer and Am. Avocet, noted 
first on March 5 (VTW); Greater Yellow-legs came 
in March 8. Ring-billed Gulls were 200 to 300 
strong at the Farmington Bay Bird Refuge on the 
south shore of Great Salt Lake by Feb. 29; also 
present were Am. Avocets and 3 Greater Yellow-
legs. Although no California Gulls were reported 
from Salt Lake Valley, 50 were recorded in 
Caldwell, Idaho, by Foster, on March 25. 
 
Doves, Owls.—In the Nampa, Idaho, region 10 
Band-tailed Pigeons and 6 Mourning Doves were 
observed on Dec. 31 by Mrs. H. E. Shaw. A Saw-
whet Owl was recorded by Foster from Caldwell, 
Idaho, on Jan. 15. 
 
Passerine Birds.—As in the Salt Lake area, the 
Common Starling around Nampa, Idaho, was one 
of the most numerous land birds; 500 were 
recorded by Mrs. Shaw from Nampa on Feb. 20, 
while Am. Crows were reported to number 2017 
on March 15. Bohemian Waxwings were reported 
numerous from several localities, particularly 
around Salt Lake City where Lockerbie reported 
2000 birds in one flock during February. From 
Casper, Wyo., Dr. O. K. Scott reported a large 
invasion of Bohemian Waxwings (500) eating 
buffalo-berries, Russian Olive and any and all 
available foods. Red-winged Blackbirds were 
coming into the south end of Salt Lake by Feb. 24 
in large numbers (CWL). Four Sage Sparrows were 
seen on March 9 in the same locality. Shufeldt's 
Junco was reported abundant from Zion National 
Park during the winter by L. F. Allen. Gray-
crowned Rosy Finches were reported in numbers 
of approximately 75 in a mixed flock on Jan. 20 by 
H. Higgins near Salt Lake City. Reports from D. 
Watson at Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado 
indicate large flocks of the Gray-crowned, Black, 
and Brown-capped Rosy Finches to be present 
during February and early March.—JESSOP B. 
LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1951-52 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
season was generally cool, but open. Precipitation 
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was below normal. There was no heavy fall of 
snow, but several periods of gusty winds occurred. 
Most permanent and winter residents were about 
normal. Illness and absence of observers have 
restricted the coverage. 
 
Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were 
scarce at Comox, B. C. A goodly number of 
Pacific Loons were after herring, Dec. 12. Western 
and Red-necked Grebes were scarce; Horned 
Grebes were fairly common during the early part 
of the season (Theed Pearse). Western Grebes, last 
seen at Blaine, Wash., Dec. 29, left early (Lucile H. 
Kline). Pelagic Cormorants (200±) were at 
Victoria, B. C., Dec. 17 (J. O. Clay). No Great Blue 
Herons were seen in their regular places at Comox. 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Canada Geese (25) were first seen 
at Blaine, Feb. 3; 2 flocks flew over, Feb. 5 and 6. 
Black Brant wintered north of Seattle, Wash., in 
large flocks, and came around Seattle the last of 
the period (Violet E. Cannon). They were not so 
plentiful as usual at Blaine, and were last seen, 
March 27 (LHK). At Comox, during March, Brant 
were the lowest in numbers they have been for 
years. The largest flocks were only a little over 100. 
Hunting pressure and use of decoys was blamed 
(TP). Thousands of Snow Geese wintered north of 
Seattle (VEC). At Victoria, Am. Widgeon were the 
most plentiful ducks, with 2,900 counted on Dec. 
17. Mallards were next, with 1,085 on Dec. 17 
(JOC, ARD). At Comox, Mallards seemed to 
maintain their numbers, but Am. Widgeons were 
low. A flock of 25 Green-winged Teal, Jan. 9, was 
late. Am. Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads seemed 
about average, and were moving north at the end 
of the period. Old-squaws showed up well (TP). 
Uncountable numbers of Greater Scaup were at 
Blaine from Feb. 19 to March 22 (LHK). 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—There were thousands of 
Black Turnstones near Anacortes, Skagit Co., 
Wash., in January, and thousands of Red-backed 
Sandpipers from January to March (VEC). The 
latter covered the tide flats for 4 miles at Blaine, 
Dec. 29 (LHK). Two Hudsonian Curlews were at 
Victoria the first 3 weeks in December. Gulls at 
Comox were about normal; the Short-billed were 
in hundreds at nearby Qualicum (TP); and the 
California was reported, March 20 (H. M. Laing). 
Six Bonaparte's Gulls were at Victoria, Dec. 17 
(JOC). Short-bills (1,500±) were at Blaine, March 
28. 
 
Pigeons, Owls, Woodpeckers.—A flock of about 200 
Band-tailed Pigeons was in the vicinity of  
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Bellevue during the period (W. H. Ransom). Owls 
were numerous around Seattle (VEC); none at 
Victoria (ARD); and still scarce at Comox (TP). A 
Yellow-shafted Flicker spent the winter at a food 
station in Seattle, in the company of a Red-shafted 
and a hybrid (VEC). One Yellow-shafted was 
around Blaine all winter (LHK). 
 
Larks, Crows and Jays.—Horned Larks (6) were first 
seen at Blaine, Wash., March 4. The numbers of 
Am. Crows remained constant at Victoria, B. C., 
with about 100 in the Cadboro district (ARD). 
Crows were fewer than usual at Comox, B. C., 
where there were no Steller's Jays. Bushtits showed 
a steady increase at Victoria. 
 
Thrushes, Pipits.—Small land birds seemed to be 
very few at Comox. A few Am. Robins appeared 
in mid-December, but at the last of the period only 
an odd bird was seen, whereas they should be 
abundant. Townsend's Solitaires (2-3, unusual in 
winter) were reported the first part of January 
(TP). There was a movement of Am. Robins at 
Blaine, Jan. 12 (100±), and another, March 2 
(150±). Townsend's Solitaires seemed to be 
spreading. A few were noted at Blaine from Jan. 27 
to March 27; and a few wintered at Victoria. 
Western Bluebirds were seen on Vashon Island, 
lower Puget Sound, Feb. 13 and 23 (VEC); at 
Blaine, March 20 and 23; and a few wintered at 
Victoria as usual. About 100 Water Pipits wintered 
in a large field at Victoria (ARD). 
 
Waxwings, Starlings.—About 50 Bohemian 
Waxwings (irregular) wintered in the area around 
Seattle. A flock of at least 200 Cedar Waxwings 
was noted east of Lake Washington, March 20 
(VEC). Eight of the latter at Blaine, Dec. 20, were 
the last seen to the end of the period. The 
infiltration of the Common Starling continued. A 
flock of 11 or 12 was seen on a golf course at 
Medina, Wash., Jan. 13, travelling rapidly from 
field to field (H. W. Beecher, Jr., fide Garret Eddy). 
Three starlings were noted at Victoria, Dec. 9 and 
Dec. 17 (ARD). Pearse reported they came to his 
garden at Comox for the first time on Dec. 21, and 
that there were rumors of other occurrences. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—About 50 House Finches, 
comparative newcomers to the area, stayed at 
Victoria, B. C., all winter, where they were fed 
systematically (ARD). At Blaine, 47 redpolls 
(uncommon) were counted, Jan. 16 (LHK). Red 
Crossbills were very scarce at Victoria. Five 
Savannah Sparrows (uncommon in winter) were 
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seen there, Jan. 6 (ARD). Three of 6 Golden-
crowned Sparrow, banded at Comox last year, 
were trapped again (TP).—MARTHA R. 
FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1952 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho 
and eastern Washing- ton, there were indications 
of an early spring during the first part of February, 
the weather being clear then, with maximum 
temperatures varying from 44° to 49°. The effect 
on the spring migration was easily noticeable, such 
species as the Killdeer, the Mountain Bluebird, and 
the Red-winged Blackbird appearing earlier than 
during any previous year. After the middle of 
February, however, the weather was characterized 
by cloudy days, with frequent snow flurries and 
sleet, and much lower temperatures. For almost 
two weeks, the maximum temperature rarely went 
above 36°, with a minimum of 16° on Feb. 22. 
This resulted in almost no movement as far as 
spring transients were concerned, and it was 
almost the middle of March before conditions 
became normal again and there was any evidence 
of spring migration. April and May were largely 
clear, with little precipitation, and temperatures 
those to be expected at this time of the year. On 
April 24, a maximum of 84° was recorded; but 
otherwise, maximum temperatures remained in the 
upper sixties and lower seventies. During these 
two months, spring transients appeared at more or 
less their usual time, there being only a few 
instances of early or late arrivals. Possibly because 
of the effect of the clear weather, species breeding 
farther north were noted in rather small numbers. 
No Lincoln's Sparrows were seen, and but a very 
few Black-capped Warblers. In western Montana, 
Hand reports "nothing unusual about the spring 
migration period of 1952. March was a little colder 
than normal, with less than the usual precipitation, 
but very little sunshine. April was very warm and 
dry; May was more nearly normal but with a trifle 
less than the usual amount of precipitation. Most 
migrants appeared about as usual with 
comparatively few instances of either early or late 
appearance." Unless otherwise specified, all Idaho 
and eastern Washington records were personally 
taken, while those from western Montana were 
supplied by R. L. Hand. 
 
Grebes through Waterfowl.—The Eared Grebe, rarely 
observed in the Palouse country of northern 
Idaho, was noted at Moscow on May 2, 4 birds 

resting quietly in the middle of a large pond. In 
western Montana, the Red-necked Grebe was 
noted in pairs at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse 
Reservoirs, April 17 and 20, and May 11 and 17; 
and the Western Grebe was common at Ninepipe, 
April 20 to May 17. At Moscow, the Whistling 
Swan was observed but once, a single bird on 
April 23, while farther north in the State, between 
Clark's Fork and Hope, Idaho, two small flocks 
were seen, April 17 (Hand). The Snow Goose, rare 
at Moscow, was noted on a pond three miles north 
of the city (5 birds), April 23-27. At Missoula, the 
first flock was seen on April 3. Arrival dates for 
ducks in western Montana were much as usual, 
and were as follows: Mallard, March 2; Pintail, 
March 16; Green-winged Teal, April 6; Blue-
winged Teal, May 11; Cinnamon Teal, May 11; 
Gad-wall, April 20; Am. Widgeon, March 16; 
Shoveller, April 17; Wood Duck, April 13; 
Redhead, April 17; Canvas-back, April 17; Lesser 
Scaup, April 17; Buffle-head, March 18; Ruddy 
Duck, May 11; Hooded Merganser, March 24. In 
northern Idaho, the Blue-winged Teal was first 
seen, May 2; the Shoveller, April 3; the Wood 
Duck, April 20; the Redhead, April 21; the Buffle-
head, April 8; the Ruddy Duck, May 12. The Ring-
necked Duck, rare in Idaho, was noted at Myrtle, 
Nez Perce Co., on March 18, a pair being seen on 
the Clearwater River (Hand). 
 
Vultures through Coots.—In western Montana, the 
first Turkey Vulture appeared on April 6. A 
moderate movement of Sharp-shinned Hawks was 
noted there between April 14 and May 20, while in 
northern Idaho only an occasional bird was 
recorded during this interval. The last wintering 
Rough-legged Hawk was noted near Missoula, 
March 20, and the first Osprey (at Ninepipe 
Reservoir), May 11. The last wintering Pigeon 
Hawk was seen at Missoula on March 23, and at 
Moscow, March 7. A single Sora Rail, uncommon 
in northern Idaho, was noted, May 2, at Moscow. 
The Am. Coot did not winter in usual numbers in 
western Montana, but on April 17 was found to be 
abundant on Ninepipe Reservoir. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—The lack of suitable 
habitat in the spring resulted as heretofore in the 
appearance of relatively few shorebirds in either 
western Montana or northern Idaho. Those noted 
were: Killdeer, first spring transients at Moscow, 
Feb. 8, and at Missoula, March 9; Wilson's Snipe, 
first spring transient flushed at Potlatch, March 26; 
Spotted Sandpiper, first observed at Lewiston, 
April 28 (early), and at Missoula, May 9; Solitary 
Sandpiper (always an uncommon transient), seen 
at Moscow on April 25, and May 1 and 7; Greater 
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Yellow-legs, small flocks seen at Moscow, April 
20, 21, and 25, and May 7; Wilson's Phalarope, 
first arrivals noted at Moscow, April 25 (early), and 
in western Montana (Ninepipe Reservoir), May 11. 
The Ring-billed Gull is rarely observed in northern 
Idaho in the spring, so of interest was a single bird 
that appeared on a large pond north of Moscow 
on May 12. A Bonaparte's Gull, rare in Montana, 
was seen on the Nine-pipe Reservoir, May 11. At 
this same spot the Forster's Tern was observed on 
May 11, and the Black Tern, May 17. At Moscow, 
the Black Tern was recorded but once for the 
spring migration, 2 birds being seen on May 13. 
 
Doves, Owls, Swifts and Hummingbirds.—The first 
Mourning Dove appeared in western Montana 
(Jefferson River) on May 1, and at Moscow (where 
it infrequently winters), April 27. The Long-eared 
Owl, noticeably scarcer in the past year or two, 
was observed for the first time this spring at 
Pullman, Wash., on March 23. A Short-eared Owl 
(uncommon at Missoula) was seen there on May 
17. In northern Idaho, the first Vaux's Swifts (2 
birds) were seen at McCall, Adams Co., on May 5; 
at  
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Missoula this species appeared on May 10. At 
Moscow, hummingbirds were unusually scarce, 
only a few individuals being noted and these well 
after the middle of May, although ordinarily late 
April and early May finds many of these minute 
birds feeding in the cherry trees that are in full 
bloom then. In western Montana, apparently the 
same conditions prevailed, the Rufous 
Hummingbird being noted for the first time at 
Missoula on May 28, and the Calliope 
Hummingbird on May 18. 
 
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers and Swallows.—The two 
species of woodpeckers that are not resident in 
this region were, on the other hand, a little early in 
their appearance, the Lewis's Woodpecker being 
first seen at Moscow on May 1, and at Missoula on 
May 10, and the Red-naped Sapsucker at Moscow 
on April 7, and at Missoula on April 6. The 
flycatchers appeared more or less at their usual 
time, and were noted as follows: Eastern Kingbird, 
Moscow, May 16, Missoula, May 28; Western 
Kingbird, Lewiston, April 24, Missoula, May 11; 
Say's Phoebe, Clarkston, Wash., March 8; Traill's 
Flycatcher, Missoula, May 30; Hammond's (or 
Wright's) Flycatcher, Moscow, May 8; Missoula, 
May 18; Western Wood Pewee, Potlatch, May 19, 
Missoula, May 28; Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Missoula, May 31. A comparison of these arrival 

dates would seem to indicate that the flycatchers 
reach western Montana much later than they do 
northern Idaho, and this same tendency is shown 
by the swallows, as the following dates of arrival 
clearly show: Violet-green Swallow, Moscow, April 
4, Perma, Mont., April 17; Tree Swallow, 
Lewiston, April 1, Missoula, April 6; Bank 
Swallow, Lewiston, April 28; Rough-winged 
Swallow, Lewiston, April 19, Missoula, May 28; 
Barn Swallow, Lewiston, April 28, Ninepipe 
Reservoir, May 11; Cliff Swallow, Lewiston, April 
19, Ravalli, Mont., May 17. 
 
Crows, Wrens, Thrushes.—The Am. Crow, strangely 
absent as a breeding bird in the Palouse country of 
northern Idaho, was noted but once as a spring 
transient, 2 birds being seen, April 1, at Lewiston. 
In western Montana, this species appeared at 
Kalispell, Feb. 29, and at Missoula, March 16. That 
the Winter Wren is, to some extent at least, 
migratory in northern Idaho was indicated by a 
bird seen at Moscow, where it does not breed, on 
March 26. The House Wren appeared there on 
April 26, and at Missoula on May 28. The Varied 
Thrush again had the distinction of being the first 
spring transient to appear at Moscow, a male being 
noted there on Feb. 6, and scattered small flocks 
shortly thereafter. At Missoula, it was first noted 
on March 8. The Hermit Thrush reached Moscow 
earlier than usual this year, and was more abundant 
than in previous years, being seen at frequent 
intervals from April 23 through May 17. At 
Missoula, this thrush was first observed on May 
18. Arrival dates for the two breeding species of 
Hylocichla were: Olive-backed Thrush, Moscow, 
May 17 (early), Missoula, May 28; Veery, (Willow 
Thrush), Moscow, May 13, Missoula, May 24. The 
Mountain Bluebird, apparently influenced by the 
mild weather, was seen at Pullman, Wash. (a male), 
on the exceptionally early date of Feb. 9. It was 
not, however, until March 6 that this species was 
again recorded, this time at Moscow; not until 
March 13 was it finally plentiful in the open 
Palouse country. In previous years, it has always 
been fairly plentiful by the first week in March. At 
Missoula, the first bird was not noted until March 
23. 
 
Kinglets through Shrikes.—The Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet arrived at the usual time, at Moscow on 
April 4, and at Missoula, April 11, but was 
noticeably scarcer than in past years. The Water 
Pipit, always a scarce spring transient in northern 
Idaho, was seen there in small numbers from April 
24 through April 28. The Bohemian Waxwing was 
later than usual in leaving this spring, being last 
seen at Moscow on March 18, and at Missoula on 
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March 23. The same was true of the Gray Shrike, a 
single bird seen at Genesee, Idaho, on April 6 
being the latest this species has ever been observed 
in the spring. The Loggerhead Shrike, rarely noted 
at any time in northern Idaho, was seen twice, at 
Moscow on May 11 and at Potlatch on May 13. 
 
Vireos and Warblers.—Vireos and Warblers 
appeared at their usual time, and were seen in 
normal numbers throughout their period of 
migration. Arrival dates are: Solitary Vireo, 
Moscow, May 8; Red-eyed Vireo, Missoula, May 
19; Warbling Vireo, Moscow, May 11; Missoula, 
May 18; Orange-crowned Warbler, Moscow, April 
27; Missoula, May 18; Nashville Warbler, Moscow, 
April 25; Missoula, May 4; Yellow Warbler, 
Potlatch, Idaho, May 4; Missoula, May 12; 
Audubon's Warbler, Moscow, April 12; Missoula, 
April 27; Townsend's Warbler, Moscow, May 1; 
Northern Water-thrush, St. Maries, Idaho, May 24; 
Missoula, May 28; Macgillivray's Warbler, 
Lewiston, Idaho, May 10; Missoula, May 18; 
Common Yellow-throat, Moscow, May 18; 
Missoula, May 10; Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Lewiston, May 10 (early) ; Black-capped Warbler 
(Pileolated), Moscow, May 20; Missoula, May 18; 
Am. Redstart, Moscow, May 19, Missoula, May 19. 
 
Blackbirds and Orioles.—Although it nests farther 
north in the state, the Bobolink was again 
unrecorded in the open Palouse country of Idaho 
(ideal habitat) throughout the spring. At Missoula, 
it appeared on May 28. The same was true of the 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, which was first noted in 
western Montana (Whitehall) on May 1. This 
would suggest a migration route from east of the 
Rocky Mountains that follows a line running 
approximately northwest from its point of origin, 
thereby excluding the larger part of Idaho where 
such breeding birds as these are concerned. No 
Red-winged Blackbirds were noted in northern 
Idaho (north of Lewiston) throughout the winter 
months, the first early transients (males) appearing 
at Genesee on Feb. 13. In western Montana, where 
flocks consisting wholly of males were seen during 
the winter, the first females appeared at Missoula, 
April 6. The Bullock's Oriole arrived in northern 
Idaho a little early this year, 3 males being seen at 
Lewiston, May 10. At Missoula, it was first noted 
on May 18. The Brewer's Blackbird was first seen 
in northern Idaho (Genesee), April 1, and in 
western Montana (Dixon), April 17. The Brown-
headed Cowbird was as usual late in putting in its 
appearance, being first observed at Moscow on 
May 
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 6, Number 4  259 

 
11, and at Missoula on May 21. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—There was little worthy of 
comment where the northward movement of the 
sparrows and finches was concerned. Arrival dates, 
normal in most respects, were as follows: Black-
headed Grosbeak, Potlatch, Idaho, May 19; 
Missoula, May 14 (a little early) ; Lazuli Bunting, 
Lewiston, May 10; Missoula, May 18; Cassin's 
Finch, Moscow, April 8; Missoula, April 10; 
Spotted Towhee, Moscow, March 21; Perma, 
Mont., April 17; Savannah Sparrow, Moscow, 
April 4; Vesper Sparrow, Headquarters, Idaho, 
April 10, Missoula, April 26; Lark Sparrow, 
Lewiston, April 28 (early) ; Missoula, May 14; 
Chipping Sparrow, Moscow, April 16; Missoula, 
April 26; Fox Sparrow, Moscow, March 31. The 
White-crowned (Gambel's) Sparrow, largely a 
transient in this region, was seen at Moscow from 
April 20 through May 16, and at Missoula from 
April 27 through May 7. At Missoula, the last Am. 
Tree Sparrow was noted on March 16. In northern 
Idaho, where this species is extremely scarce in the 
spring, single birds were seen on March 29 at 
Headquarters and at Weippe, in Clearwater 
County.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, School of 
Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1952 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—As previously 
reported the past winter in the region was severe, 
long-lasting and accompanied by record snowfall 
in many areas. Spring was late in Utah resulting in 
a 7 to 10-day delay in spring migration. Sudden 
warm spells in late April and May resulted in 
severe floods. Otherwise weather was about 
normal. Dr. Oliver K. Scott reported heavy snow 
and wintery weather in March followed by a warm 
dry April and a cool wet month of May at Casper, 
Wyo. Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Armagast reported 
an early mild spring in the vicinity of Alamosa, 
Colo. This resulted in a 1 to 2 week advance of the 
normal spring migration. Although not within the 
period covered, Eugene Kridler reported an inch 
of snow at Lava Beds National Monument in 
Northern California on June 10. Our report for the 
previous period covered some of the early 
migrants but interesting observations dating back 
into this period and not included in the report are 
mentioned herein. This report in the main, 
however, covers the later migrants and early 
nesting data. The heavy floods in Utah in May 
considerably increased nesting loss (through 
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flooding) to some of the early waterfowl on 
affected areas. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—Four species of grebes—
Horned, Eared, Pied-billed and Western—were 
reported from Tule Lake and Lower Klamath 
Refuges in California and Oregon (P. E. Steel). 
The Eared Grebe reached a peak population of 
15,000 on April ~~. An increase in migrating 
White Pelicans in central Wyoming was noted by 
O. K. Scott. A maximum population of 2,500 
White Pelicans was observed at Tule Lake and 
Lower Klamath Refuges, April 10 (PES). Nesting 
of White Pelicans in Utah appears normal and in 
the usual numbers. 
 
Cormorants, Herons and Ibises.—A peak 
concentration of 1500 Double-crested Cormorants 
was recorded in the Tule Lake area (PES). Don 
Watson at Mesa Verde National Park, Colo., 
reported a Snowy Egret (Brewster's) on May 3, and 
L. F. Allen recorded the same species at Zion 
National Park, Utah, April 22. Z. H. Foster noted 
2 Great Blue Herons near Caldwell, Idaho, on June 
1. White-faced Ibises were noted on April 6 at 
Farmington Bay, Utah (C. W. Lockerbie) and on 
April 7 at Bear River Refuge, Utah (V. T. Wilson). 
The rare Green Heron was reported on May 15 
from Tule Lake, Calif. (PES). 
 
Swans and Geese.—Final departure dates for 
Whistling Swan were reported as follows: B.R.R., 
April 29 (VTW); Tule Lake, May 31 (PES); and 
Nampa, Idaho, April 15 (F. S. Dart). Similarly, last 
observation dates for Snow Geese (Lesser) were: 
April 12, Deer Flat Refuge (FSD); April 29, B.R.R. 
(VTW), and May 31, TLR (PES). The Cackling 
Canada Goose migration reached a peak of 10,000 
at Tule Lake and dwindled to 2 by May 31. On this 
same area White-fronted Geese were largely gone 
by May 31 also. The first broods of young Canada 
geese were observed, May 6, at Bear River Refuge. 
This is at least two weeks later than normal. On 
May 26, 256 broods were counted and the hatch 
reported as excellent from this area (VTW). This is 
down 81 broods, however, from last year's count 
on May 24. The Snake River in Idaho showed an 
increased nesting population of Canada Geese but 
total production was probably off 20 to 25% due 
to nest destruction by spring floods (FSD). A rare 
Emperor Goose was recorded on April 18 by P. E. 
Steel at Tule Lake. 
 
Ducks.—Waterfowl migrations were noted as 2 to 
3 weeks late in Idaho and down 10 to 20% on all 
species except Shovellers which were up about 
20% (FSD). Tule Lake and Lower Klamath 

Refuges received good migrations with increases in 
most species particularly Shovellers and Green-
winged Teal. Ring-necked Ducks, Canvas-backs, 
Am. Golden-eyes, and Buffle-heads had all 
departed by the end of May—the golden-eyes and 
Ring-necks leaving somewhat earlier than the 
others on April 30 and May 10 respectively (PES). 
An increase in Cinnamon Teal was noted by Scott 
in the vicinity of Casper, Wyo., and conversely a 
scarcity of Canvas-backs in the same area. 
Population peaks for some important species at 
B.R.R. were reported on March 27 as follows: 
Pintail, 48,500; Green-winged Teal, 12,200; 
Canvas-back, 4,400; and Lesser Scaup, 1150 
(VTW). In the western part of the Region, P. Steel 
lists concentration peaks of: 160,000 Pintails, 
March 16; 60,000 Green-winged Teal, April 6; 
45,000 Shovellers, April 20; 
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25,000 Mallards, April 6; 20,000 Lesser Scaup, 
April 6; and 12,000 Cinnamon Teal, April 20. A 
White-winged Scoter was observed by Mrs. H. E. 
Shaw near Nampa, Idaho, May 6. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—As previously reported Bald 
Eagles wintered in Utah in considerable numbers. 
These wintering concentrations largely disappeared 
by April 1. Turkey Vultures were recorded at 
Ogden Bay, Utah (N. F. Nelson) May 15 and Mesa 
Verde, Colo. (D. Watson) March 2. A Pigeon 
Hawk was also listed from the latter source and 
area on May 3. Swainson's Hawks were first 
witnessed at Tule Lake on April 13 (PES) and a 
group of 11 of this species, apparently in 
migration, was observed by H. Higgins near Soda 
Springs, Idaho, April 21. 
 
Cranes and Coots.—Reports from three different 
states listed Sandhill Cranes. P. Steel recorded 8 on 
Feb. 28 at Tule Lake, R. M. and Mrs. Armagast 
reported a flock of approximately 75 near 
Alamosa, Colo., the first week in April and 11 near 
Soda Springs, Idaho, April 21 (HH). A scarcity of 
Am. Coot was noted in the vicinity of Alamosa, 
Colo. (RMA). 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—The Northern Phalarope 
migration passed through the Tule Lake area 
between May 4 and 16. Sanderlings, a rare species 
in this area, were observed on May 6 and 16 (PES). 
V. Wilson, B.R.R., reported arrivals of: Black-billed 
Plover, May 2; Wilson's Snipe, April 21; Long-
billed Curlew, March 30; Solitary Sandpiper, April 
11; Willet, April 11; and Lesser Yellow-legs, April 
7. He also observed a Snowy Plover on April 27. 
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C. W. Lockerbie also noted this species on April 
20, somewhat south of Bear River. California 
Gulls arrived on Feb. 28 at Ogden Bay, Utah, and 
the Franklin's Gulls, April 1 (NFN). Forster's and 
Black Terns were observed at Farmington Bay, 
Utah, May 4, and the Caspian Tern in Millard Co., 
Utah, April 20 (CWL). Steel gives an arrival date of 
April 12 for the Bonaparte's Gull in the Tule Lake 
area. 
 
Doves.—Mourning Doves were first reported on 
April 13 at Farmington Bay (CWL) and April 14 at 
Ogden Bay, Utah (NFN). Arrival dates for this 
species at Mesa Verde, Colo., and Nampa, Idaho 
(Mrs. HES) were April 16 and May 6 respectively. 
 
Owls and Woodpeckers.—Burrowing Owls were 
reported from southern Utah, April 19 (CWL), and 
on April 27 at Nampa, Idaho (Mrs. HES). 
Wintering Red-shafted Flickers had departed from 
the Tule Lake area by April 17 (PES) and were 
first observed on April 4 in Idaho (Mrs. HES). 
 
Passerine Birds.—Arrival date reports for passerine 
birds were so numerous that only a few typical 
examples will be included herein. Kridler reported 
a Sprague's Pipit, April 30, at Lava Beds Nat'l 
Monument, Calif. Bohemian Waxwings, which 
were so plentiful during the past winter, were 
reported as leaving Casper, Wyo., about April 5 
(OKS). An Oven-bird on May 18 and an increase 
in Common Starlings were noted from the same 
area. Yellow-headed blackbirds arrived at Ogden 
Bay, Utah, April 2 (NFN). Arrival dates for some 
of the sparrows were: Lark Sparrow, May 15; 
Chipping Sparrow, May 22; Brewer's Sparrow, 
April 26; Fox Sparrow, April 3—all at Tule Lake 
(PES) ; Vesper Sparrow, April 6; Lark Sparrow, 
April 6; Desert Sparrow, May 17, from southern 
Utah (CWL) ; and Vesper and Chipping Sparrows 
at Mesa Verde, Colo., April 14 (DW). An unusual 
report of a Sage Sparrow near Alamosa, Colo., was 
received from the Armagasts. This bird was about 
75 miles east of the Continental Divide, 
considerably beyond its normal range.—JESSOP 
B. LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1952 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
season was generally normal, except for a 
deficiency of precipitation. Although nights were 
cool, vegetation was advanced from two to three 
weeks. Tom McAllister of the Oregon State Game 
Commission has agreed to report for that part of 

the region. It is gratifying to have information 
from that area again.  
 
Loons through Herons.—There was a general absence 
of migrating loons at Comox, Vancouver Is., B. C. 
On May 29, 20± Arctic Loons were observed 
(Theed Pearse). The last Arctic Loons were at 
Victoria, May 16 (A. R. Davidson, J. O. Clay). 
Western Grebes were last seen at Blaine, May 3; 
the Horned, April 28 (Lucile H. Kline). Large 
numbers of Western Grebes were at Comox, April 
22. There were very few Great Blue Herons; they 
have not picked up since the winter of 1950. They 
were first seen at Blaine, April 5; 10 had arrived by 
May 27. 
 
Swans, Geese and Ducks.—Five Whistling Swans 
were seen at Blaine, May 15. Black Brant were 
there (800±), April 14, and were last seen (51), 
May 3. A number of migrating geese, reported at 
Comox the first week in April were probably 
canadensis (Heinrich, fide Pearce). A pair of White-
fronted Geese was seen there, May 18; a Snow and 
a Canada Goose (Cackling) remained with 
domestic geese. Three European Widgeon, which 
wintered at Seattle, left by April 20 (Violet E. 
Cannon). Two Am. Widgeon at Blaine, April 6, 
were the first seen by Mrs. Kline since 1947. 
Pintails were last seen there, April 17; Lesser 
Scaup, April 28; Greater Scaup (33), May 1; Am. 
Golden-eyes, May 27. Buffleheads, Harlequin 
Ducks, and Red-breasted Mergansers were last 
seen at Deception Pass, Whidbey Is., April 22 
(LHK). A Cinnamon Teal, uncommon at Comox, 
and Blue-winged Teal, were reported, May 5 
(Fryer, Pearse). A pair of Greater Scaup, May 31, 
was unusually late. A flock of Red-breasted 
Mergansers of both sexes was noted at Comox, 
May 20, and a flock of 15 Hooded Mergansers, 
May 31. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—No Turkey Vultures were 
noticed in migration at Comox; 1 was seen, May 
24. Other species of hawks were rare. There was a 
migration of Cooper's Hawks early in May. 
Sparrow Hawks were more numerous in April, but 
sank to their usually low numbers by the end of 
May (Fryer, Pearse). Turkey Vultures were noted at 
Victoria, May 16; Sharp-shinned and Sparrow 
Hawks, April 22; a Bald Eagle, April 28; and a 
Red-tailed Hawk, May 1 (ARD, JOC). A Bald 
Eagle was around Blaine, April 2; and 2 Sparrow 
Hawks, April 8. 
 
Cranes through Gulls.—Cranes (presumably the 
Sandhill) were reported going over Comox in 
some numbers the end of March, and again (a few) 
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the second week in April (Heinrich, fide Pearse). At 
Blaine, Wilson's Snipe were last seen, April 28; 
Hudsonian Curlews from April 18 to May 15; 
Greater Yellow-legs from April 7 to May 1; Least 
Sandpipers from April 29 (77) to May 6, with the 
peak (500±), May 1 (LHK). Long-billed 
Dowitchers, Least, Red-backed and Western 
Sandpipers were last seen at Victoria, April 29. 
Short-billed Gulls were last seen at Blaine, April 
20, and Bonaparte's, April 22. A large mixed flock 
of gulls, probably all Glaucous-wings and 
California, both adults and juveniles, was at 
Comox in May. Most had left, with the food, by 
the end of the month. There were very few 
Bonaparte's Gulls on migration (TP). 
 
Doves through Woodpeckers.—A Mourning Dove was 
noted at Seattle, May 14 (VEC). Band-tailed 
Pigeons were first noted at Blaine, May 8; 29 were 
seen, May 24. They were at Victoria, April 20. 
There were very few at Comox. The first Rufous 
Hummingbird was reported at Seattle, March 16 
(VEC). They were at Blaine, April 3; and at 
Victoria, April 5. Never very plentiful at Comox, 
they were fewer in numbers than Pearse had ever 
known, and no swifts  
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had been seen so far. Black Swifts arrived at 
Bellevue, east side of Lake Washington, May 20; 
the Vaux's, May 25 (Walter Hagenstein). Lewis's 
Woodpeckers were at Bellevue, May 10; at 
Victoria, May 4. One Red-naped Sapsucker (rare) 
was migrating at Issaquah, King Co., Wash., May 
25. 
 
Flycatchers and Swallows.—Traill's Flycatcher was 
first reported at Seattle, May 4; the Western and 
Olive-sided, May 12, with the Western Wood 
Pewee on May 20 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). 
Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers arrived at 
Bellevue, May 10, and the Traill's, May 13. Traill's 
and Olive-sided Flycatchers arrived at Blaine, May 
25. The Western was first noted at Victoria, April 
21, while the Olive-sided was a month later, May 
22. Flycatchers continued to decrease at Comox. 
Violet-green Swallows were reported in the Seattle 
area, April 1; Tree Swallows, April 18 (RMB). At 
Bellevue, Barn and Cliff Swallows arrived, April 
19, with the Rough-winged, May 20, and Purple 
Martins, April 15 (WH). The first Violet-green 
Swallows were at Blaine, March 15; Cliff Swallows, 
April 4; and Barn Swallows, April 21. At Victoria, 
the first Violet-green Swallow was noted, March 
21; Barn Swallows, April 25; and Rough-winged, 

May 4. Swallows, especially the Barn, were below 
normal at Comox. 
 
Chickadees through Wrens.—Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches showed 
some increase at Comox, although Bewick's Wrens 
were missing from many usual places. House 
Wrens came to Victoria, April 22, and to Blaine, 
May 16. The last Winter Wrens at Blaine were 5 
singing males on April 20. 
 
Thrushes.—Varied Thrushes were last seen at 
Blaine, May 17. Hermit Thrushes were around 
Seattle from April 7 to May 1; the Olive-backed 
returned, May 11 (RMB). The latter was first noted 
at Bellevue, May 22; at Blaine, May 10; at Victoria, 
April 18. They were even fewer than last year at 
Comox. Two Mountain Bluebirds were seen at 
Blaine, April 1. 
 
Kinglets through Warblers.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were last seen at Seattle, May 14; 48 were migrating 
at Blaine, April 4, and were last seen, April 17. A 
large flock was at Deception Pass State Park, April 
22 (LHK). The migration at Comox was very light, 
and Water Pipits hardly showed up at all (TP). The 
latter came to Victoria, April 13. A report of 
2,000± Common Starlings north of Salem, 
Oreg., last winter has just been received (Tom 
McAllister). The Warbling Vireo showed up at 
Seattle, May 9 (RMB). The Solitary Vireo was first 
seen at Bellevue, May 10, and the Warbling on 
May 11. Both came to Victoria, April 13. The 
Solitary Vireo has decreased the last 2 to 3 years at 
Comox. Once a common bird, it is seldom heard 
now. The first Orange-crowned Warbler was 
noted at Seattle, April 6; at Bellevue, April 19; at 
Blaine, April 5; and at Victoria, April 2. Yellow 
Warblers came to Bellevue, May 10; to Blaine, May 
6, where 7 singing males were seen, May 10; and to 
Victoria, April 29. The Myrtle Warbler was first 
seen at Victoria, April 11. The peak of the warbler 
migration at Seattle occurred from May 12 to 18 
(RMB). Audubon's Warbler was first seen, May 11, 
the Black-throated Gray, May 12. Townsend's 
were in the area from May 9 to May 12. Audubon's 
Warbler was first seen at Blaine, April 3. Black-
capped Warblers, first seen at Seattle, May 2, 
seemed to be more plentiful than last year; 
Macgillivray's were first noted, May 3. Townsend's 
Warblers arrived at Victoria, April 18, the Black-
capped, May 2; and Macgillivray's, May 25. The 
Common Yellowthroat was at Bellevue, April 19, 
and the Black-throated Gray, May 10. At Comox, 
Orange-crowned and Audubon's Warbler's were 
about normal; the Yellow and Black-capped were 
above average; Macgillivray's were few; and the 
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Common Yellowthroat was absent from most 
regular haunts. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—There were 100± Red-
winged Blackbirds at Blaine, March 21. Western 
Meadowlarks were down in numbers at Comox. 
Western Tanagers, first seen at Seattle, May 13, 
seemed to be more plentiful than last year (RMB). 
They came to Bellevue, May 10, and to Blaine, 
May 26. Although reported migrating in goodly 
numbers at Comox, they were few at the end of 
the period. 
 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks were first heard 
at Bellevue, May 10, and at Victoria, May 16. A 
pair of Lazuli Buntings was seen at Woodland, 
Clark Co., Wash., June 1 (RMB), and this species 
was noted at Bellevue, April 30 (rare). Purple 
Finches (100±) were seen at Blaine, March 29. The 
first Am. Goldfinches were seen there, April 4, 
with 67 on April 29. They were at Victoria on 
April 22; they showed up well in migration at 
Comox, and were normal. The House Finch, a 
comparative newcomer to western Oregon, is now 
well established all along the coast line, birds being 
noted from the California border to Lincoln Co., 
May 3 (TMcA). Also rare west of the Cascade Mts. 
in Washington, they were in the Puyallup Valley, 
May 11 (VEC). 
 
Sparrows.—The sparrow migration was well under 
way in the Seattle area by April 27; Savannah 
Sparrows were first seen, April 7. Baird's (a first 
for Seattle) was reported, May 3, by members of 
the Seattle Audubon Society (fide VEC). Savannah 
Sparrows arrived at Bellevue, April 19. At Blaine 
they were seen, March 11, with the Aleutian going 
through from May 6 (41) to May 16. At Victoria 
Savannahs (ssp.) were noted, April 10, brooksi on 
April 23. The sparrow migration at Comox was 
patchy, and in no great numbers. Chipping 
Sparrows were slightly more plentiful (TP). 
Chipping Sparrows were at Bellevue, April 24; at 
Blaine, April 12; and at Victoria, April 5. Two 
White-crowned Sparrows of the eastern form were 
at a food station at Seattle for the first two weeks 
in May, with a flock of Gambel's and Golden-
crowns. All were singing, and identification was 
based on that (VEC). Summering White-crowns 
were first noted at Seattle, April 3; and at Bellevue, 
April 30, where Golden-crowns were seen, April 
19. White-crowned Sparrows arrived at Blaine, 
April 4; and at Victoria, April 1. Gambel's White-
crowned Sparrows were seen at Blaine from April 
20 to 24; the Golden-crowned from April 25 to 
May 6. Golden-crowns were at Victoria, May 16. 
Their migration at Comox was good;  
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the banded birds that wintered left before the main 
flight arrived. Lincoln's Sparrows were passing 
through Seattle from April 22 to May 4.—
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1952 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—In northern Idaho, 
weather conditions during the spring and early 
summer were normal in every respect. May was 
relatively cool, maximum temperatures for the first 
two weeks varying from 53° to 66°, and for the 
latter half of the month from 62° to 76°. Rainfall 
was moderate, but there were frequent cloudy 
days. June was noticeably warmer, maximum 
temperatures reaching 85°; but except for heavy 
rains late in the month, precipitation was light. All 
of July was clear and hot, with no rainfall the entire 
month. Temperatures in the 90's were not 
uncommon, the maximum for the month being 
96° on the 30th. In western Montana, Hand 
reported May temperatures slightly above normal 
with precipitation light. The first ten days of June 
were abnormally hot, a maximum of 88° being 
reached, and there was little rainfall. The 
remainder of the month, however, was generally 
cool and damp. It was hot throughout all of July, 
with a maximum temperature of 99° on the 31st, 
but there were occasional light showers. Birds 
found these conditions throughout the region 
favorable for rearing their young, and well-fledged 
broods were much in evidence by late June. All 
records for western Montana here cited are those 
of R. L. Hand. Those for Idaho were personally 
taken.  
 
Waterfowl.—In western Montana, young Mallards 
barely out of the downy stage were seen at 
Kalispell, July 8. At Missoula, an Am. Merganser 
with 11 young about one-third grown was seen on 
June 8, and young Wood Ducks nearly half-grown, 
July 20. Two Harlequin Ducks observed near the 
mouth of Rattlesnake Creek, within the city limits 
of Missoula, on July 16, suggest the possibility that 
this species may nest nearby. Residents of the 
Rattlesnake Valley reported having seen others 
during the summer months, but the only previous 
records otherwise are for April, May and October. 
 
Hawks.—A pair of Cooper's Hawks seen May 18 
on the lower slope of Mount Sentinel, within a half 
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mile of the University campus at Missoula, were 
apparently nesting there, since they called 
continuously and refused to leave the vicinity. An 
Osprey was seen on its nest near the "Gates of the 
Mountains" (Missouri River) east of Helena, 
Mont., June 3. When visited again on June 30, the 
nest held 2 large young. Young Sparrow Hawks 
were heard in the nest hole, May 28. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—A Blue Grouse with 5 or 6 
quail-size young was noted in the Big Belt 
Mountains about 20 miles east of Helena, June 30. 
A female Franklin's Grouse with 4 or 5 very small 
chicks was seen along the South Fork of the 
Flathead River near the upper Hungry Horse 
flowage area, July 15. Young Ruffed Grouse, quail 
size, were noted near Avon, Mont., on the Little 
Blackfoot, July 22. 
 
Shorebirds.—At Hauser, Kootenai Co., Idaho, the 
breeding population of the Upland Sandpiper was 
found to be essentially the same as that of two 
years ago when this species was first found nesting 
in the State, two mated pairs being seen there on 
May 15. At Moscow, the Wilson's Phalarope was 
found nesting  
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for the first time, one pair rearing a brood of 
young in a small marsh north of the city. In 
previous years, this species was noted only as a 
scarce transient in northern Idaho. 
 
Doves, Swifts, Woodpeckers.—The Mourning Dove 
was again found to be a late breeder in northern 
Idaho, four nests with eggs or small young being 
noted at Lewiston, August 28. In western 
Montana, a pair of White-throated Swifts, 
apparently nesting was seen in the Big Belt 
Mountains, north of Merriwether Canyon, on June 
30. The Lewis's Woodpecker, rarely noted during 
the summer months in northern Idaho north of 
Lewiston, was found nesting for the first time this 
year at Hauser, in Kootenai County, and at 
Potlatch, 16 miles north of Moscow. At this latter 
locality, the adults were seen on July 13 feeding 
noisy young in the nest. 
 
Flycatchers.—The Western Kingbird, normally a 
scarce breeding bird in northern Idaho, showed a 
marked increase in numbers this year. At least 2 
pairs reared young in the vicinity of Moscow, and 
at Hauser 3 broods of well-grown young were 
noted within a rather limited area on July 21. In 
western Montana, 4 well-grown young were noted 
near Ravalli on July 16. In the City Park at 

Kalispell a Least Flycatcher was noted on July 8 
and 16, and it is probable that it was nesting there. 
This flycatcher is a regular summer resident at 
Great Falls, and has been recorded from many 
parts of Montana, but it is rare west of the 
Continental Divide. At Missoula, it has been 
observed but a few times. 
 
Larks, Swallows, Thrushes.—Young Horned Larks, 
fully grown and out of the nest two weeks or 
more, were noted at Lewiston on April 19, an 
unusually early date. A rather late breeding record 
for the Barn Swallow was that of a nest found at 
Lewiston on August 21 that held 4 partially 
incubated eggs. At Moscow, young Cliff Swallows 
not long out of the nest were seen, August 19. The 
first brood of Mountain Bluebirds out of the nest 
and well fledged was noted at Moscow on June 12. 
In eastern Montana, a robin was seen feeding 
fledglings in the nest on May 25, and another 
brood just out of the nest was observed two days 
later. Bob-tailed young Olive-backed Thrushes 
were noted near the mouth of the Spotted Bear 
River on the Flathead National Forest, Mont., July 
14. A Veery (Willow Thrush) was feeding nestlings 
on June 29. A well-grown young Townsend's 
Solitaire, still showing the immature markings on 
the breast, was seen at the foot of Mount Sentinel, 
near the University campus at Missoula, on August 
17. 
 
Blackbirds.—At Weippe, Clearwater Co., Idaho, 4 
fully-grown young Bobolinks and the 2 adult birds 
were seen in an open field on August 1. This is 
considerably farther south than this species has 
heretofore been recorded in the western part of 
the State during the summer months. At Moscow, 
the first young Brown-headed Cowbird out of the 
nest was noted, July 15. At Missoula, young 
Brown-headed Cowbirds were-observed: being fed 
by an Am. Redstart on July 19 and by a Song 
Sparrow on July 30. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—In western Montana, young 
Black-headed Grosbeaks, only a few days out of 
the nest, were noted at Kalispell on July 16, and 
several, a little older, at Missoula on July 30. The 
Lazuli Bunting was observed at Missoula feeding 
fledglings on June 14. In Northern Idaho, the 
Grasshopper Sparrow is apparently increasing in 
numbers as a breeding bird, and is found now in 
many of the open fields about Moscow. The first 
young of the year, well-grown but still in juvenile 
plumage, were seen July 28.—THOMAS D. 
BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, 
Moscow, Idaho. 
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The Nesting Season, 1952 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Reports of 
cooperators indicate that the success of the 
breeding season in this Region was average or 
above. As a result of the record deep snows and 
spring weather which came suddenly, high flood 
waters were recorded for the Salt Lake Valley. 
However, not too much damage was reported to 
duck nests. Conversely, brood counts from the 
Bear River Refuge (John Bauman) showed a large 
increase in the production of Redheads and Ruddy 
Ducks, two species generally affected by high 
waters. 
 
Grebes, Pelicans and Cormorants.—Eared, Pied-billed 
and Western Grebes nested on Clear and Tule 
Lakes in Oregon. Eared Grebes, 1,300 breeding 
pairs, showed a substantial decrease in production 
while the Western Grebe, estimated at 600 
breeding pairs on Tule Lake, showed no change 
from previous years. Pied-billed Grebes produced 
an estimated 1,350 young from 450 breeding pairs. 
White Pelicans were reported from the Bear River 
Refuge, Utah, in peak numbers of 9,025 following 
the brooding season on August 15 (John Bauman). 
On Lower Klamath Refuge, Oreg., 1,000 nests in 5 
colonies produced 1,800 young, a large increase, 
while on Clear Lake 1,380 nests in 6 colonies 
produced 2,500 young (P. E. Steel). Two colonies 
(100 and 150 nests) located on a peninsula were 
destroyed by coyotes. Double-crested Cormorants 
showed a large increase in numbers at Tule, Lower 
Klamath and Clear Lakes in Oregon. Nests totaled 
790 on the three lakes (PES). 
 
Herons and Ibises.—Snowy Egrets in peak numbers 
of 1,700 were reported on July 3, at Bear River 
Refuge (JB) while Great Blue Herons were 
reported at an established peak of 200 on the same 
date. Bauman reported 5,200 White-faced Ibis 
from Bear River Refuge on July 3. 
 
Swans and Geese.—Canada Geese on Tule, Clear 
and Lower Klamath Lakes, Oreg., showed a 
substantial decrease from previous records. The 
three lakes showed a population of 570 breeding 
pairs which produced 1,900 young (PEL). A peak 
of 3,000 geese was reported from Bear River 
Refuge on July 16.  
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Canada Geese at Ogden Bay Refuge in Utah 
showed a poor hatch this spring. The early nesting 

dates of this bird may have coincided with the high 
flood waters. 
 
Ducks.—At Bear River Refuge brood counts in 
species other than Redhead and Ruddy Duck were 
about the same as last year. The latter two species 
showed broods twice as large as last breeding 
season (JB). A concentration of 192,000 Pintails at 
the B.R.R. was reported August 8. At the Deer 
Flat Refuge in Idaho, F. S. Dart reported that 
waterfowl nesting was about the same as a year 
ago; early Pintail migration into that refuge reached 
a peak of 5,500 in early August. In Casper, Wyo., 
Oliver K. Scott reported ducks have been 
unchanged from a year ago. From Oregon, Steel 
reported Mallards and Ruddy Ducks substantially 
increased in production, Gadwall slightly 
increased, while Redhead and Lesser Scaup had 
slight decreases. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Dr. Scott reported a Bald 
Eagle nest from central Wyoming and indicated 
that buteos in general, and the Golden Eagle in 
particular, continue their downward trend in 
numbers. From Deer Flat Refuge comes a report 
that hawk migration, principally Sparrow and 
Swainson's Hawks, was noted on August 5, with 
normal numbers. Three Peregrine Falcons were 
reported on August 1 at B.R.R. (JB) and 6 Turkey 
Vultures were observed there, July 22. Swainson's 
Hawks were uncommon in the Tule Lake Region 
of Oregon; two nests, one new and one old, were 
found in Juniper trees (PES). From the same area 
two pairs of Prairie Falcons were reported. 
 
Cranes and Coots.—On Meiss Lake near Lower 
Klamath, a pair of Sandhill Cranes raised 2 
young—probably the same pair as nested in this 
vicinity for a number of years. A substantial 
increase in Am. Coots was noted on Tule and 
Lower Klamath Lakes by Steel; at Bear River 
Refuge Bauman reported 59,000 Am. Coots on 
August 8. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Doves.—Long-billed Curlews 
were scarcer in the Casper, Wyo., area (OKS). 
Long-billed Dowitchers, first observed on July 14 
at B.R.R., reached a peak of 6,800 on August 1. 
Phillip Kahl, visiting Mono Lake, Calif., August 9, 
recorded a flock of phalaropes over 3 miles along 
the shore and extending into the lake as far as he 
could see them with 8 X 32 binoculars. Northern 
Phalaropes outnumbered the Wilson's by 2½ to 1. 
Eared Grebes were also mixed with the 
phalaropes. Wilson's Phalaropes were present at 
B.R.R. 7,000 strong on August 18. A few pairs 
were observed but no nesting was recorded on 
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Tule Lake, Lower Klamath and Clear Lake, 
Oregon (PES). However, on these lakes the Ring-
billed Gull showed a very high increase in 
production. At Lower Klamath 2,400 nests of the 
Ring-bill produced 5,500 young. California Gull 
production was much the same as previous years. 
Doves were slightly more plentiful than a year ago 
at Deer Flat Refuge (FSD). 
 
Passerine Birds.—No unusual records were 
submitted for Oregon, Idaho, or Wyoming. A 
Solitary Vireo nest and young were observed in 
May at Zion National Park by Leland F. Allen. 
Water Ouzel young, old enough to leave the nest, 
were observed near the narrow trail in Zion Park 
on June 15 (LFA). There were many reports of 
numerous Mountain Bluebirds this season. 
Swallows came in for numerous listings by nearly 
all cooperators.—JESSOP B. LOW, Utah State 
Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1952 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June 
was generally cloudy, with temperatures running 
well below average. It was a wet month in the 
south portion, but somewhat drier than average in 
the central and north portions. July and the first 
part of August were about normal, with only a few 
days of measurable precipitation. In some places it 
was hot and very dry. The season appears to have 
been successful, except in some local spots. Most 
observations came from restricted local areas. The 
dates seem to indicate a prolonged nesting period 
for residents or a failure of first nestings. At 
Comox, B. C., nesting migrants had disappeared 
by mid-July. 
 
Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Either a Horned or 
Eared Grebe (unusual nesters west of Cascade 
Mountains) was seen in poor light, with very 
young birds, August 3, at the north end of Lake 
Washington (Violet E. Cannon). All local 
cormorants were nesting plentifully on lesser 
Chain Islands, Oak Bay, near Victoria, B. C., July 
10 (C. J. Guiguet). Great Blue Herons picked up in 
numbers at Comox; a flock of 8 old and young, 
July 8, was more than Pearse had seen together for 
3 years. 
 
Geese and Ducks.—A pair of Canada Geese with 5 
young on Sauvie Island, near Portland, May 15, 
was a first nesting record for western Oregon 
(Tom McAllister). Summering Black Brant were a 
feature at Comox, B. C.; 4 were seen, July 29 and 
August 9. Another lot of 7 was reported. Lucile H. 

Kline saw a newly-hatched brood of Mallards at 
Blaine, May 3. Young Mallards in full juvenile 
plumage were at Beaver Lake, Victoria District, B. 
C., July 11 (CJG). Two female Wood Ducks were 
seen with young at Camas, east of Vancouver, 
Wash., May 31 (Mr. & Mrs. A. C. Roberts). A 
brood of 10 was seen at Comox, June 28. 
 
Grouse through Rails.—A female Blue Grouse and 5 
young were seen at Woodland, Clark Co., Wash., 
May 30 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). California Quail 
were first out of the nest in West Seattle, June 18; 
the last young to date were seen on July 30 (VEC). 
Ring-necked Pheasants were nesting at Blaine, 
June 12, with a second brood, July 20. Virginia 
Rails were nesting at Seattle by June 22; a Sora was 
seen with 2 young, August 1 (VEC). 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—A pair of Black 
Oystercatchers on Shell Island, Oak Bay, B. C., 
were obviously nesting, June 28. Perturbed adults 
on the north side of Chain Island, Oak Bay, 
obviously had young in the area, July 10 (CJG). 
Killdeer were nesting at Blaine, June 12. Young 
Glaucous-winged Gulls (190) were banded on 
Chain Island, July 10; the majority of eggs had 
hatched; a few nests contained eggs; others were 
hatching (CJG). At Kelsey Bay, B, C., 80 miles 
north of Comox, August 1, a young Glaucous-
wing and 2 California Gulls were swimming 
(early). There were many Short-billed Gulls, but no 
young (TP). Bonaparte's Gulls returned to Comox, 
July 9; but no young had been seen by mid-August. 
Young and adult Heermann's Gulls were off the 
rocky shores of southern Vancouver Island, July 
10. 
 
Alcids.—Pigeon Guillemots were more numerous 
on Chain Island, July 10, than previously noted. 
Six pairs of Marbled Murrelets in breeding 
plumage were on Oak Bay, June 28; they were 
numerous from Cadboro Bay to Brotchie Ledge, 
on the southwest coast of Vancouver Island, July 
10, but no young birds were noted. Two 
Rhinoceros Auklets in full breeding plumage were 
in Oak Bay, June 28 and July 1; this species was 
passing northward over Chain Island all day, July 
10 (CJG). 
 
Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common 
Nighthawks were late. They were first seen in 
South Seattle, June 5 (RMB). A bird with wings 
not fully feathered was brought to the Museum, 
July 31 (MRF). They were scarce again at Comox; 
young were on the wing at the end of the period. 
Black Swifts were first seen migrating at Comox, 
June 13. There have been few since. The only 
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reference to Rufous Hummingbirds was young out 
of the nest at Seattle by June 12. A female Red-
shafted Flicker was nest building south of Maple 
Valley, King Co., Wash., March 24 (VEC). A 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at a nesthole in 
Woodland, May 20 (RMB). All woodpeckers were 
still below normal at Comox. In 3 trips over a 
former area no Lewis's were seen. 
 
Flycatchers, Larks.—Flycatchers showed up in 
deciduous wooded portions of logged-off foothills 
near Comox, B. C., but were scarce in coastal 
areas. The Olive-sided was not heard. Traill's 
Flycatchers started a nest in South Seattle, June 5. 
There were 4 eggs, June 12; the first egg hatched, 
June 28; and the young left the nest, July 12 
(RMB). They used last year's nest at Blaine, and 
hatched young, June 24. Young Western 
Flycatchers were being fed out of the nest north of 
Seattle, June 26 (Florence Grove). Western Wood 
Pewees were feeding young in the nest at Toledo, 
Lewis Co., Wash., June 2 (RMB). Horned Larks 
were nesting at Blaine, June 27 (LHK). 
 
Swallows.—The first brooding of Violet-green 
Swallows in West Seattle was on May 11, but 
young were not seen in the air until August 4. 
Young Barn and Cliff Swallows were plentiful by 
July 10 (VEC). A pair of Violet-greens was nesting 
at Woodland, Wash., May 28; and a nest of Rough-
winged Swallows was discovered, May 30. North 
of Seattle, Violet-green Swallows were feeding 
young in the nest, June 4, and Barn Swallows were 
still feeding young, July 9 (FG). At Blaine, 82 pairs 
of Cliff Swallows were nesting, June 12; the second 
brood hatched, July 20. The first Barn Swallows 
hatched, June 7 to 13; with a second brood, July 
23. Tree Swallows were nesting, June 13; and the 
maximum breeding of Violet-greens was June 20.  
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At Comox, B. C., the first young Cliff and Tree 
Swallows were seen on June 28, with the Cliff still 
feeding young at the end of the period. Purple 
Martins were nesting at Woodland, June 11, and at 
Issaquah, King Co., Wash., they were feeding 
young off the nest, June 24 (RMB). 
 
Jays, Ravens.—California Jays were carrying food at 
Woodland, June 2. Common Ravens were 
unusually numerous at Comox. A flock of at least 
35, June 21, contained several birds of the year. 
 
Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens.—Black-capped 
Chickadees were nest building at Seattle, May 4; 
and still feeding young north of Seattle, June 12. 

Chestnut-backed Chickadees and Red-breasted 
Nuthatches showed some increase at Comox, 
although Bewick's Wrens had not repopulated 
areas occupied before the bad winters. Bushtits 
were nest building at Medina, Wash., April 5 
(Walter Hagenstein); had a partially completed nest 
in South Seattle, March 20; and left the nest, May 
19. Bewick's Wrens had 4 eggs at Medina, April 2, 
and the young left the nest, April 25. They were 
nest building in South Seattle, April 23; there were 
5 eggs, May 7, and the brood left the nest, June 6 
(RMB). Another brood in West Seattle was out of 
the nest, June 12. North of Seattle they had young 
in the nest, June 1 (FG). 
 
Thrushes.—Many Am. Robins were hatched at 
Seattle; 2 and 3 broods were raised locally. The last 
brood off the nest was seen, July 19. A female 
started brooding at Blaine, April 4; the eggs 
hatched, April 23; and the young were fully grown, 
May 18. There was a second brood, June 18. At 
Comox they were not up to normal; the young 
were around gardens the last of May. Olive-backed 
Thrushes seemed more plentiful at Seattle; 2 
clutches were hatching, June 23 and 26 (VEC). 
North of Seattle, 1 pair was feeding young, June 
24; a second pair on July 12. They showed a big 
increase at Comox, and were expanding into 
logged-over areas covered by a new deciduous 
growth. Western Bluebirds were nesting at Blaine, 
June 14. 
 
Waxwings, Starlings, Vireos.—Cedar Waxwings were 
nest building in South Seattle, June 6; young were 
at a bird bath, June 16. Young out of the nest were 
being fed north of Seattle, July 5. They were 
brooding at Blaine, June 15. Common Starlings 
were reliably reported nesting around Salem, 
Oreg., in May (TMcA). Both Solitary and Warbling 
Vireos had a good nesting season at Seattle (VEC); 
the Warbling was nest building, May 25, and young 
left the nest, June 4. One was seen near Issaquah 
singing on the nest, June 24 (RMB). Warbling 
Vireos were feeding young out of the nest north of 
Seattle, June 19, and the Red-eyed, July 15 (FG). 
Warbling Vireos were nesting at Blaine, July 4. 
They were down in numbers at Comox, where 
Red-eyed Vireos, seen on July 21, may have 
nested. 
 
Warblers.—The only fairly common warblers at 
Comox were the Orange-crowned and Yellow. 
Both were normal at Seattle (VEC). Young Yellow 
Warblers out of the nest were being fed, June 15; 
Orange-crowned, June 17; Audubon's, June 18, 
Black-throated Gray, June .20 (FG). Immature 
Audubon's came to a bird bath, June 18 (RMB). 
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Black-throated Gray Warblers brought young to a 
yard in West Seattle, July 15, and young were still 
being fed on August 7 (VEC). At Blaine Yellow 
Warblers were nesting, June 28 to July 5; and 
Audubon's from June 15 to 24. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Western Meadowlarks at 
Comox had not increased. They were nesting at 
Blaine by May 2. Three nests of Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds in North Portland, with complete 
clutches, were a first for Oregon (TMcA). Red-
winged Blackbirds were nesting at Blaine, May 26; 
but Brewers were feeding young by May 16. 
Western Tanagers were nesting, June 18 (LHK). 
Brewer's Blackbirds were not seen at Comox. 
Western Tanagers, usually well distributed there, 
were scarce. 
 
Finches.—Three pairs of Black-headed Grosbeaks 
raised young in a 5-acre area in West Seattle. None 
were seen at Comox. Near Maple Valley, Wash., a 
male Evening Grosbeak was seen passing a 
chokecherry to an immature, but fully-grown bird, 
July 25, in the company of another male and a 
female (Edward Fleisher). Purple Finches north of 
Seattle were feeding young out of the nest, June 
17. Am. Goldfinches were nesting at Blaine, June 
12; young were at a bird bath in South Seattle, July 
6. 
 
Sparrows.—Spotted Towhee young were at a 
feeding station in West Seattle by June 15, with 
others coming for over a month (VEC). Young 
Savannah Sparrows were flying at Camas, Wash., 
May 31 (ACR). They were nesting at Blaine, May 7 
to 16, with a second brood, June 12. Oregon 
Juncos were being fed north of Seattle, May 18; at 
Camas, May 31; and near Issaquah, June 24. A pair 
was nesting at Blaine, June 11. Young Chipping 
Sparrows were around the yard in West Seattle, 
July 15; they were reported fairly numerous and 
hatching earlier (VEC). They had a good nesting 
season at Comox, where White-crowned Sparrows 
had moved to the logged-over areas, and seemed 
to be more than usual. White-crowns were nest 
building at Seattle, April 27; young left the nest, 
May 23; and other young with full-length tails were 
at a feeding station, May 24 (RMB). Some broods 
came off the nest, June 18. They seemed to be 
plentiful only in outlying districts (VEC). At 
Blaine, the young White-crowns were flying by 
May 20, with a second brood, June 18; and Song 
Sparrows were out of the nest, May 10. Young 
Song Sparrows came to a feeding station in Seattle 
by June 15, with more coming for over a month 
(VEC). Mr. and Mrs. Boggs thought they were not 
so abundant locally this year. They were numerous 

and in moult at the Colquitz River flats, Victoria 
District, B. C., July 11.—MARTHA R. 
FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle. 

 
Winter Bird-Population Study 

 
Make at least 6 census trips, preferably more. 
These should be conducted from December 20 to 
February 10. May we have reports sent to Patuxent 
Wildlife Refuge by March 2? 
 
 

End 1952 
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1953 
 
Autumn Migration, 1952 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Both in northern 
Idaho and western Montana. the fall months were 
characterized by clear, warm weather, with almost 
no precipitation from July until November, and 
temperatures consistently above normal. Although 
no records were broken, the Weather Bureau 
reported one of the dryest falls recorded for this 
part of the country.  
    

 
In northern Idaho, temperatures in the eighties 
were experienced as late as early October, and it 
was the latter part of the month before the first 
light frosts covered the ground in the early 
morning hours. With no periods of bad weather to 
influence the movements of fall transients, the 
southward migration produced little of unusual 
interest. It was again clearly demonstrated that it is 
not the suggestion of approaching winter that 
influences birds in their departure in the fall, for 
despite unusually favorable conditions, clear warm 
days and an abundance of food, summer residents 
throughout the Region departed almost on 
schedule. Very few species were noted later than 
usual, and those that were could be accounted for 
by the fact that an occasional hardy individual 
frequently lingers in any locality later than might 
be expected. Species from farther north, both 
transients and those that remained for the winter 
likewise appeared, with few exceptions, on dates 
normal in every respect. Records from western 
Montana were reported by R. L. Hand. Those 
from northern Idaho and eastern Washington, 
unless otherwise specified, were personally taken. 
 
Grebes, Herons, Waterfowl.—Two Horned Grebes, 
rarely observed in the State, were seen at 
Sandpoint, Idaho on Oct. 31 (Hand), and several 
Pied-billed Grebes (rare in western Montana) were 
noted at Kicking Horse Reservoir (Lake Co., 
Mont.), Aug. 6 and 11. The last Great Blue Heron 

was seen at Missoula, Sept. 4, while in northern 
Idaho 4 birds appeared at Lewiston, July 31, and 
were noted at intervals until early November. A 
single bird seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch 
on Dec. 7 will probably winter there. A single 
Whistling Swan appeared on the Flathead River 
near Dixon, Oct. 31, while at Lewiston a single 
bird was seen on Nov. 1 and 13. The last Wood 
Duck was noted at Missoula, Sept. 14 and a pair 
on the St. Joe River at St. Marks, Idaho (Hand) on 
the rather late date of Oct. 21. Two Ruddy Ducks, 
uncommon in the fall in northern Idaho, were 
seen on the Palouse River at Potlatch on Nov. 2. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—At Missoula, the local colony 
of Turkey Vultures had increased to about 20 
individuals by Sept. 14, but they must have left 
soon after that date as there were none present a 
week later. A moderate flight of Sharp-shinned 
Hawks was noted there between Sept. 11 and Oct. 
23, and one of Swainson's Hawks (uncommon in 
the western part of the State) between Aug. 24 and 
Sept. 11. A Rough-legged Hawk appeared on Oct. 
21, while at St. Ignatius, in Lake County, a 
Ferruginous Hawk, rare west of the Continental 
Divide, was observed on Sept. 2. The first Pigeon 
Hawk was noted at Missoula, Oct. 5, and the last 
Sparrow Hawk, Nov. 2. In northern Idaho, the 
first Rough-legged Hawk was seen on Nov. 1 at 
Lewiston, but it was not until Dec. 6 that the first 
Pigeon Hawk, always uncommon in the northern 
part of the State, appeared at Moscow. 
 
Marsh Birds and Shorebirds.—Coots in large flocks 
were noted at Sandpoint, Idaho, Oct. 30 and 31 
(Hand), and 2 Soras (uncommon in western 
Montana) just west of Missoula, Aug. 31. 
Shorebirds appeared in normal numbers in 
western Montana, the one exception, due possibly 
to the clear, warm weather, being the Wilson's 
Snipe. There was no noticeable fall flight such as 
has been observed in other years, a single bird only 
being noted at Nine-pipe Reservoir on Aug. 6. 
Species recorded otherwise at Missoula were: a 
Ringed Plover (Hand's first record for the State) 
on Aug. 24; Killdeer, common through Oct. 6; 
Spotted Sandpiper, common to Aug. 26, and noted 
as late as Sept. 14; Solitary Sandpiper, frequently 
observed, Aug. 6 to 25, and infrequently thereafter 
until Sept. 14 (late); Greater Yellow-legs noted 
from July 29 to Aug. 14, and from Aug 6 to  
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Sept. 11 at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse 
Reservoirs. Also recorded at these reservoirs were 
the Lesser Yellow-legs, small flocks at Ninepipe, 
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Aug. 25 to Sept. 11; Pectoral Sandpiper, a single 
bird on Aug. 25 at Kicking Horse; Baird's 
Sandpiper, common at both Ninepipe and Kicking 
Horse, Aug. 6 to 25, and a single bird on Sept. 2; 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, 2 at Kicking Horse, Aug. 
11; Northern Phalarope, commoner than in 
previous years, as many as 30 being seen at 
Ninepipe on Sept. 2; the first birds appeared on 
Aug. 11, and the last were noted, Sept. 11. In 
northern Idaho, on the other hand, relatively few 
shorebirds were seen. The winter of 1951-52 had 
been characterized by deep snows with an 
unusually high water content, and this resulted in 
keeping such streams as the Palouse River at 
Potlatch, and the Snake River at Lewiston, so high 
during the summer and even early fall months that 
few sandbars or mud flats were exposed on which 
the shorebirds could feed. In the vicinity of 
Moscow, there are a few small ponds, and it was 
here that most of the records were obtained. These 
were: Am. Golden Plover (rare), one bird on Sept. 
15, at Moscow, and two at Lewiston on Sept. 28 
and Oct. 5; Solitary Sandpiper, single birds, Aug. 
16 and 30 and Sept. 12. Greater Yellow-legs, small 
flocks, July 1 (early) through Oct. 27 (late); Lesser 
Yellow-legs, single bird, Sept. 10; Least Sandpiper, 
2 birds, Aug. 21; Semipalmated Sandpiper, one 
bird, Aug. 13; Western Sandpiper, small flocks, 
July 12 and Aug. 21; Am. Avocet, 2 birds, July 10. 
 
Gulls through Woodpeckers.—In western Montana, 
the Ring-billed Gull was common throughout 
August and September at Ninepipe and Kicking 
Horse Reservoirs. Forster's Terns and Black Terns 
were noted in small numbers at the two reservoirs 
until Aug. 11. In northern Idaho, no terns at all 
were seen during the late summer or fall months, 
but the Ring-billed Gull appeared on the Snake 
River at Lewiston on July 24 (early), and a few 
birds were still present at the end of November. At 
Missoula the last Mourning Dove was seen on 
Sept. 1, a rather early departure date. The last 
Common Nighthawks were noted at Missoula, 
Sept. 14, and at Moscow, Sept. 8. Hummingbirds 
were unusually scarce, both in western Montana 
and northern Idaho, none being seen at Missoula 
after the middle of July, and only 1 or 2 individuals 
at Moscow in early August. Of unusual interest 
was the appearance of a typical (Northern) Yellow-
shafted Flicker at Missoula on Oct. 6. The last 
Lewis's Woodpecker was seen at Missoula, Sept. 2, 
and at Moscow on Sept. 12. 
 
Flycatchers and Swallows.—The following departure 
dates indicate once more that despite the relative 
short distance (in a straight line) between Missoula 
and Moscow, the fall migration is much earlier in 

western Montana than in northern Idaho. In each 
case, the first date given is for Missoula: Eastern 
Kingbird, Aug. 31 and Sept. 7; Western Kingbird, 
Sept. 2 and Sept. 7; Traill's Flycatcher, Aug. 3 and 
Sept. 8; Hammond's (or Wright's) Flycatcher, Aug. 
18 and Sept. 23; Western Wood Pewee, Sept. 1 and 
Sept. 15; Olive-sided Flycatcher, Sept. 10 and Sept. 
12. Violet-green Swallow, Aug. 31 and Sept. 21; 
Rough-winged Swallow, Aug. 24 and Sept. 1; Barn 
Swallow, Sept. 15 and Sept. 28; Cliff Swallow, Aug. 
20 and Sept. 16. 
 
Crows, Mountain Chickadees.—Three Crows, seen at 
Weippe, in Clearwater Co., Idaho, on Aug. 1 were 
apparently very early transients as this species does 
not breed anywhere in the Palouse country of 
northern Idaho. At Missoula, the last Am. Crows 
were seen, Oct. 6. Mountain Chickadees are rarely 
seen in northern Idaho below an altitude of 
approximately 3,000 feet, so of interest this fall 
was a pronounced and rather early movement 
from the higher ridges, where this species nests, to 
the open valleys. In view of the clear, warm 
weather that prevailed, this altitudinal migration 
was rather unexpected, and one cannot help but 
wonder if the prolonged drought was the 
underlying cause. As early as Aug. 29, a small flock 
appeared on the University of Idaho campus at 
Moscow, and on Oct. 5 several small flocks were 
seen in the cottonwoods along the Snake River at 
Lewiston, the altitude here the lowest in the State, 
being only 780 feet. 
 
Wrens, Catbirds, Thrushes.—At Moscow, the last 
House Wren was noted on Sept. 29, and a Winter 
Wren, apparently an early transient since it 
appeared in the residential section of town, on 
Sept. 28. Both at Missoula and Moscow the last 
Catbird was seen on Sept. 13. Since there was no 
bad weather to delay their southward movement, 
Hermit Thrushes seemingly crossed northern 
Idaho without finding it necessary to pause for any 
length of time, and were much scarcer than in any 
previous year. At Moscow, single birds were seen, 
Sept. 11 and 15, and Oct. 3 and 7. Mountain 
Bluebirds departed unexpectedly early both in 
western Montana and northern Idaho, being last 
noted at Missoula on Sept. 26 and rarely seen at 
Moscow after the first of October. One small flock 
appeared at Moscow, Oct. 31, but as is usually the 
case, none in November. 
 
Pipits, Waxwings.—At Missoula, the Water Pipit 
was first seen on Aug. 24 (early), and was common 
from Sept. 11 through Oct. 6. In northern Idaho a 
single bird appeared on Sept. 8 (early), and small 
flocks were noted from the middle of September 
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until Oct. 19. A flock of Bohemian Waxwings was 
noted at Sandpoint, Idaho, on Oct. 29 (Hand) but 
through early December this species had not as yet 
appeared at Moscow. Few species are as erratic as 
the Bohemian Waxwing in its occurrence in 
northern Idaho during the winter months, for 
while present each year the first flock may not be 
seen at Moscow until early January. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—Departure dates for the vireos 
and warblers again showed that the fall migration 
in western Montana is usually noticeably earlier 
than in northern Idaho. In each case, the first date 
cited here is for Missoula, the second for Moscow: 
(Cassin's) Solitary Vireo, Aug. 26 and Sept. 12; 
Warbling Vireo, Sept. 1 and Sept. 13; Yellow 
Warbler, Aug 27 and Aug. 28; Audubon's Warbler, 
Oct. 18 and Nov. 29; Black-capped Warbler, Sept. 
13 and Oct 3; Am. Redstart, Aug. 26 and Sept. 17. 
The Northern Waterthrush, rarely observed as a 
transient in northern Idaho, was last seen at 
Missoula on Aug. 18.  
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A Myrtle Warbler, another extremely scarce 
transient in northern Idaho, was seen at Coeur 
d'Alene on Oct. 10, a single bird (collected to 
verify the identification) being found feeding with 
a flock of Audubon's Warblers. 
 
Blackbirds.—A single Yellow-headed Blackbird, a 
scarce fall transient at Moscow, was noted on Aug. 
17 feeding with a flock of Brewer's Blackbirds. 
Unquestionably the outstanding event of the fall 
migration was the presence of a female Rusty 
Blackbird at Potlatch on Nov. 2, the first definite 
record for this species not only for Idaho but for 
the Pacific Northwest. It was feeding alone at the 
edge of the Palouse River, and while there was no 
question as to its identity, it was collected after 
being watched for a minute or two. Brewer's 
Blackbirds departed earlier than usual this fall, 
being last noted at Missoula on Sept. 13, and being 
very scarce in northern Idaho after the latter part 
of September. The Bullock's Oriole was last seen 
at Missoula on July 30, and at Moscow on Aug. 14. 
As has been the case in previous years, adult 
Brown-headed Cowbirds disappeared completely 
in northern Idaho in early July, but fully-grown 
young of the year were present in larger numbers 
than usual throughout all of July and August, and 
were noted for the first time in September, a single 
bird seen at Lewiston on Sept. 4. 
 
Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—A rather 
unexpected record for the fall was the presence of 

a Western Tanager at Moscow on Nov. 17 and 26, 
feeding each time with a flock of robins in an 
apple orchard. This species lingers at times until 
the middle of October, but it has never before 
been seen this late in northern Idaho. At Missoula, 
it was last seen on Sept. 14. Departure dates for 
the finches and sparrows were much as usual in 
northern Idaho and were as follows: Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Sept. 13; Lazuli Bunting, Sept. 14; 
Savannah Sparrow, Oct. 21; Vesper Sparrow, Sept. 
10; Fox Sparrow, Sept. 30; Lincoln's Sparrow, Oct. 
8. The first Am. Tree Sparrows appeared at 
Weippe, Clearwater Co., Idaho on Nov. 6, and at 
Missoula, Nov. 2. Two White-throated Sparrows, 
one an adult, the other in immature plumage, were 
seen a short distance west of Missoula on Oct. 6. 
The Savannah Sparrow was noted for the last time 
there on Oct. 6; the Vesper Sparrow on Sept. 14; 
the Chipping Sparrow on Sept. 20.—THOMAS D. 
BURLEIGH, School of Forestry, University of Idaho, 
Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1952 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The entire fall season 
in most of the Great Basin and Central Rocky 
Mountain Region was dry and open with little or 
no moisture and above-average temperatures. 

 
In Utah an all-time record was set for no moisture 
for 65 days and a record-breaking drought was 
experienced over the entire Region. As indicated 
by several reporters, waters froze up about Nov. 
23. Oliver K. Scott reported warm and dry weather 
until Nov. 20 followed by a freeze-up around 
Casper, Wyo., while Vanez T. Wilson reported 
freeze-up at Bear River Refuge in Utah, Nov. 23. 
Floyd A. Thompson, Federal Game Agent in 
Utah, indicated that the exceptionally mild weather 
this fall has been an inducement for many of the 
early migratory birds to remain. In the 
northwestern part of the Region, Paul E. Steel 
reported blue-bird weather with the exception of 
two storms—one in late November and one in 
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early December in the vicinity of Tule Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge. Ray Erickson at Malheur 
Refuge in Oregon reported a very late fall with 
most of the birds appearing or departing on 
migration two to three weeks later than usual. 
 
Grebes and Pelicans.—A few grebes and pelicans 
remained in the Region at the end of the period. 
Reports of biggest numbers in September came 
from Bear River Refuge (VTW) where 1,800 
Western Grebes and 9,000 White Pelicans were 
observed. Those birds present at the end of 
November were later than usual in departing. 
 
Cormorants, Herons and Ibis.—As with the above 
group there were few birds present by Nov. 30 and 
these largely on rapidly diminishing ice-free waters. 
Bear River supported an estimated 5,200 White-
faced Ibis at peak numbers (VTW). At least 100 
Double-crested Cormorants were observed on 
Oct. 12 at Farmington Bay Refuge by C. W. 
Lockerbie. 
 
Swans and Geese.—A peak of over 12,000 Whistling 
Swans was noted on Malheur Refuge, Oreg. (RE) 
on Oct. 31, and 14,000 on Bear River Refuge 
(VTW) on Nov. 19. On Tule Lake Refuge, 1,500 
Whistling Swans were reported, Nov. 20 (PS), 
while Mrs. H. E. Shaw estimated 3749 near 
Nampa, Idaho. A report of 8 (Richardson's) 
Canada Geese checked through Lower Klamath 
during the season (PES). (Cackling) Canada Geese 
at Tule Lake reached a peak about Oct. 7 when an 
estimated 85,000 were present. 
 
Ducks.—In general the dry warm weather resulted 
in a slow steady migration of waterfowl. Dr. Scott, 
in Wyoming, reported waterfowl migration was 
slow until the freeze-up, Nov. 20. Then most of 
them went through quickly. Bear River Refuge 
reports waterfowl about as normal (VTW) but at 
Tule Lake Steel reports the best waterfowl 
migration in a number of years. Reports for 
southern Utah indicate better than usual waterfowl 
flights throughout the season. Some large 
concentrations of waterfowl were reported from 
several refuges. Over a half million Pintails at Bear 
River Refuge (VTW) were observed the first part 
of October, and 335,000 Green-winged Teal on 
the same area. Tule Lake ducks were even higher 
with 11/2 million Pintails and 800,000 Mallards 
present in October. Fewer waterfowl remained  
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in Utah at the end of November than in previous 
seasons. 

 
Vultures and Hawks.—In migration the last 
Swainson's Hawk was seen on Nov. 25 at Malheur 
Refuge (RE). The Red-tailed Hawk (Western) was 
observed in peak numbers, Sept. 4, in southern 
Idaho (HES). In Utah, Lockerbie reported a 
concentration of 65 Turkey Vultures, Sept. 29, on 
the Farmington Bay Refuge. 
 
Cranes and Coots.—Reports of V. T. Wilson showed 
116,000 Am. Coots at peak numbers on Bear River 
Refuge, Sept. 16, while Thompson estimated 
32,000 in Utah, Nov. 1. From Malheur Refuge 
Erickson reported Sandhill Cranes present three to 
four weeks later than usual; 800 were seen on Oct. 
3, 300 on Nov. 3, 160 on Nov. 16 and 10 birds on 
Nov. 20. In southern Idaho Mrs. Shaw saw 2 
Sandhills as late as Nov. 11. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls, Doves.—Shorebird numbers 
reached their peak, Sept. 16, on the Bear River 
Refuge; an estimated 21,000 Dowitchers (Long-
billed) were recorded on this date. Steele reported 
a lone Hudsonian Curlew on the Tule Lake 
Refuge, Sept. 5. Am. Avocets were reported later 
than usual throughout the Region and as many as 
1,000 were seen by Thompson on Nov. 18 in 
Utah. Lockerbie reported Long-billed Curlews 
west of Clearfield, Nov. 28, a late migration record 
for this species. Mourning Doves were later in 
migration this year. The last observed on Malheur 
Refuge, Oreg. was November 21 (RE), while in 
Utah Thompson reported the relatively common 
appearance of Mourning Doves over the entire 
state during early December in flocks of 3, 4, 5 or 
more. 
 
Swallows, Bushtits, Thrushes.—Barn Swallows 
reached peak numbers at Malheur Refuge on Sept. 
23 but were gone a week later (RE). However, a 
few were reported as late as Nov. 7 at Bear River 
Refuge where the peak number of Barn Swallows 
was on Sept. 16 (VTW). Barn Swallows departed 
en mass the first week of October from the Tule 
Lake Refuge (PES). Thousands of Violet-green 
Swallows were observed in Salt Lake City the first 
week of September (CWL). Leland F. Allen from 
Zion National Park in southern Utah reported 
later than usual arrival of Common Bushtits; first 
seen at park headquarters, Nov. 30. A Varied 
Thrush was observed with interest at Mesa Verde 
National Park on Oct. 26 by Captain Karl W. 
Haller. 
 
Starlings, Blackbirds, Rosy Finches.—Common 
Starlings were reported from several parts of the 
Region including the Tule Lake Refuge where 
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Steele reported a flock of 75 on Nov. 14, and from 
Utah where Thompson estimated 15,000 on Dec. 
22 and indicated they were present all through the 
fall period in big numbers. Evidently the species is 
spreading rapidly in numbers and area throughout 
the Region. Blackbirds were present in larger 
numbers in Utah this fall. Hundreds of Brown-
capped Rosy Finches were sighted on Nov. 24 but 
did not reach concentration numbers until later at 
the Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern 
Colorado according to Don Watson.—JASSOP B. 
LOW, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1952 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
Temperatures were generally above normal, except 
the last ten days in November. There was almost a 
complete lack of rain; and much fog and smoke at 
times, during October and November, dispelled 
for a few days in mid-November by strong winds. 
The fog hampered observation, especially offshore 
migration. A wide variation in dates seemed to 
indicate that parts of populations came south early, 
while the rest tarried. A prolonged season may 
have kept some breeding birds at their nesting 
sites, while non-breeding birds came south. Theed 
Pearse felt that birds at Comox may have flown 
high, without stopping. 
 

                
Loons through Herons.—Common Loons were about 
average at Comox; several of these and Red-
throated were seen, Nov. 26. Common Loons 
were numerous on Clayoquot Sd., west coast of 
Vancouver Is., Nov. 9-11, during heavy rain and 
SE gales (C. J. Guiguet). Arctic Loons were 
passing steadily southward off the SE coast of 
Vancouver Is., Oct. 3-5, and the Red-throated was 
seen several times (CJG). Red-necked Grebes were 
average at Comox; Eared unusually numerous; and 

Western, few. Red- necked, Horned and Western 
Grebes were numerous in littoral waters of SE 
Vancouver Is., Oct. 3-5; and the Horned was 
numerous at Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9-11. Western 
Grebes (12) were at Blaine, Wash., Oct. 2 (Lucile 
H. Kline). One migrant Western was at Camas, 
Wash., Oct. 15 (H. F. & A. C. Roberts). Sooty 
Shearwaters (50±) were at Victoria, B. C., Sept. 12. 
Two White Pelicans were in the Blaine area, Sept. 
23-30 (rare). Double-crested (8), Brandt's (3), and 
Pelagic (250±) Cormorants were noted from 
Sidney to Victoria, east coast of Vancouver Is., 
Aug. 25. The largest showing of Pelagic at Victoria 
arrived from the south at dawn, Sept. 12, 3 large 
flocks (2,000-3,000), to feed on herring. Double-
crested and Pelagic were numerous at Clayoquot 
Sd., Nov. 9-11. Great Blue Herons were plentiful 
on flats of Cowichan Bay, east coast of Vancouver 
Is., Aug. 31 (CJG). A Green Heron was seen at 
Bellevue, E. Lake Washington, Sept. 21 (Walter M. 
Hagenstein). The species is no doubt spreading in 
the Puget Sound region. 
 
Geese.—A heavy migration of Canada Geese, flying 
high, was reported at Comox, Oct. 23 (Laing fide 
Pearse). At Cowichan Bay, 80 flew up the valley at 
sunrise, Aug. 31. Two large flocks were at Blaine, 
Oct. 24, with 2 more large flocks, Nov. 24. The 
first big migration was reported over Seattle the 
night of Oct. 25 (Violet E. Cannon). At Camas, in 
the main flyway for Columbia River birds, the first 
were seen, Sept. 3, and the last about Nov. 15. 
White-fronted Geese were at Bellevue, Sept. 21 
(WMH). They were on Comox slough, Oct. 1, and 
the first Snow Geese (adult and 2 juveniles), Oct. 
23. The first Snow Geese were at Blaine, Nov. 15. 
There was a large migration of (Cackling) Canada 
Geese at Clayoquot Sd., the week of Nov. 3 (CJG). 
 
Ducks.—At Comox, Mallards were up to their 
usual numbers, but Am. Widgeons were scarce 
until late November (about 700 on nearby Elma 
Bay, Nov. 21). Ducks (mostly Mallards), were 
plentiful on flats at Cowichan Bay, Aug. 31. The 
first large showing of waterfowl in the Victoria 
District came on Sept. 18. Ten flights of Mallards 
(100-150 each) went south off SE Vancouver Is., 
Oct. 4. A pair of Gadwall (rare) was sighted on 
Comox Slough at the end of the period. Both 
Pearse and Guiguet reported. Pintails are 
increasing in numbers; plentiful at Comox before 
the hunting season; and in the thousands at 
Clayoquot Sd., Nov. 9, where Green-winged Teal 
were also plentiful. Greater Scaup seemed to be 
below average at Comox; 3 or 4 Lesser Scaup (very 
rare) in early October, were identified by purple 
sheen on head. The first showing of wintering 
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waterfowl around Victoria was noted on Oct. 20; 
Greater Scaup (1,500-2,000); Old-squaw (small 
flocks) (CJG). Ruddy Ducks arrived on Nov. 14 
(ARD). Harlequins were numerous, Nov. 28 
(CJG). About 150 Pintails came to Blaine, Oct. 2; 
Am. Widgeon, Canvas-backs, and 1 uncommon 
but regular Blue-winged Teal, Oct. 10 (LHK). 
Immature Pintails returned to ponds in S. Seattle, 
Aug. 22 (VEC). The sequence at Bellevue was: 
Shoveller, Sept. 14; Am. Widgeon, Sept. 21; Ring-
necked Duck and Hooded Merganser, Oct. 5; 
Bufflehead, Nov. 9; Am. Goldeneye,  
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Nov. 28. All species of scoters were well above 
normal at Comox, especially the Surf, with 5 males 
to 1 female. A flock of 50 juvenile Surf Scoters 
going south, Nov. 5, was late. A very uncommon 
Ruddy Duck was on the slough, Oct. 13. 
Cowichan Bay had a fair quota of Surf and White-
winged Scoters, Aug. 31. The migration of these 
species had increased at Ten Mile Pt., Victoria, 
Sept. 17 & 18, with large flocks going by 
continually. None of the mergansers seemed up to 
normal at Comox. A flock of about 100 Am. 
Mergansers was at Cowichan Bay, Aug. 29, and all 
three species were numerous at Clayoquot Sd., 
Nov. 9-11. 
 
Shorebirds.—Surf-birds were seen at bays east of 
Victoria, Nov. 28, although 2 were seen as early as 
Aug. 23 (CJG & ARD). More Ruddy Turnstones 
(scarce transient) were seen at Comox on July 31 
than ever before (1 flock of 9 old birds and about 
20 on the wing). Hudsonian Curlews were at 
Victoria, Sept. 20, and again, Nov. 20; Spotted 
Sandpipers, Aug. 17; Wandering Tattlers, Sept. 2 
(ARD). Both yellow-legs showed up well at 
Comox. The Greater was at Blaine, Oct. 20; last 
seen, Nov. 4. Lesser Yellow-legs were at ponds in 
S. Seattle, Aug. 15 (VEC). A Red Knot, bird of the 
year, was seen on fresh-water slough at Comox, 
Aug. 4 (very rare migrant); Baird's Sandpiper, Aug. 
1, was early. A mixed flock of Least and Western 
Sandpipers (at least 500) was seen, Aug. 19 (TP). 
Pectoral, Least and Western Sandpipers were on 
the SE coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 25 (CJG); 
Rock and Red-backed, Oct. 30 (ARD). Red-
backed Sandpipers were first seen at Eliza Is., near 
Bellingham, Wash., Oct. 5, and had increased to 
5,000, Nov. 17-27 (H. C. Black & R. E. Phillips). 
Most species of sandpipers were at ponds in S. 
Seattle by Aug. 15; the Pectoral not until Aug. 28. 
(Long-billed) Dowitchers were scarce at Comox 
until Oct. 25, when 25 were seen. Northern 
Phalaropes were seen at Victoria, Sept. 16, and 100 

in one place, Oct. 10 (ARD). Northern Phalaropes 
were at Seattle, Sept. 9 (VEC). 
 
Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—Four Parasitic Jaegers and 
3 Long-tailed (rare) were off Ten Mile Pt., 
Victoria, Sept. 14, where a Skua was badgering 
Bonaparte's Gulls. Of 3 Parasitic Jaegers off 
Sidney, B. C., Oct. 20, 2 collected were immature 
(CJG). Very few young gulls were seen at Comox, 
except locally-reared Glaucous-wings. An adult 
Ring-billed Gull (rare on the coast) was seen at 
Comox, Sept. 23, and a yearling, Oct. 20; a juvenile 
Franklin's Gull (extremely rare) was seen twice in 
early September. Bonaparte's Gulls were plentiful 
along SE Vancouver Is., July 24, and Aug. 25. On 
Sept. 1, a flock of 1,500-2,000, traveling high off 
Ten Mile Pt., suddenly veered, and dropped to the 
beach to feed on herring; there were no full-
plumaged birds (CJG). There was a big migration 
at Comox, Sept. 4, with over 1,000 in one lot. 
They were still present in small numbers 11 miles 
north of Victoria, Oct. 20, and 42 came to Blaine, 
Oct. 24. A few had reached Seattle by Aug. 29 (Mr. 
& Mrs. R. M. Boggs). Heermann's Gulls were 
plentiful off SE Vancouver Is., Aug. 25, and were 
still present in small numbers, Oct. 20. Black-
legged Kittiwakes and Caspian Terns were seen at 
Grays Harbor, Wash., Oct. 15 (WMH). Common 
and/or Arctic Terns were more plentiful near 
Victoria than for the past 4 years; 1 Arctic was 
collected, Sept. 14; 2 Common, Sept. 18. They 
were noted as late as Nov. 20 (CJG).  
 
Alcids.—Common Murres were plentiful in the 
Sidney area, Aug. 25 (adults with 1 young each). 
They were in large numbers off Ten Mile Pt., 
Victoria, Sept. 7-12, and Oct. 3-5. Pigeon 
Guillemots and Marbled Murrelets were plentiful 
along the SE coast of Vancouver Is., Aug. 25, 
mostly young of the year; the latter species were 
extremely numerous at Saltspring Is., Cowichan 
District, Oct. 3-5, mostly in winter plumage. A 
large number of Ancient Murrelets at Victoria, 
Nov. 28, had obviously just arrived (CJG). 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—A flock of 25 Band-
tailed Pigeons were migrating at Comox, Sept. 15; 
7 flocks of 10 to 50 birds were on Saltspring Is., 
Oct. 4. They were last seen at Blaine, Oct. 16. A 
light wave of Common Nighthawks went through 
Comox, Aug. 25; the last was seen at Victoria, 
Sept. 12. They were last reported at Blaine, Aug. 
26, and at Seattle, Aug. 22. Two light waves of 
Black Swifts at Comox went over very high, Aug. 
25 and 27; 30 were seen at Victoria, Aug. 27. 
Vaux's Swifts were migrating at Seattle, Sept. 13. 
There was a light migration of Rufous 
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Hummingbirds at Comox, Aug. 25. Several young 
were at Victoria as late as Nov. 11 (JOC). The last 
hummer was seen at Blaine, Aug. 28. At Seattle 
none were reported after July 6 (RMB). They were 
last seen, Aug. 15. Red-shafted Flickers at Comox 
showed a slight increase. The uncommon Yellow-
shafted Flicker was seen at Grays Harbor, Oct. 15 
(WMH). 
 
Flycatchers through Swallows.—The latest Western 
Flycatcher at Victoria was seen on Sept. 12 (ARD). 
Olive-sided and Traill's Flycatchers left Blaine, 
Aug. 28. Traill's Flycatchers were last seen at 
Seattle, Sept. 16 (RMB). Horned Larks returned to 
the coast at Victoria, Sept. 23. A big migration of 
Violet-green, and some Rough-winged Swallows 
was noted 20 miles south of Seattle, Sept. 13 
(VEC). Violet-greens left Bellevue, Sept. 21. Tree 
Swallows, rather scarce during summer at Comox, 
had many young over the slough in mid-August, 
possibly migrating; the Rough-wings passed 
through in some numbers at the same time. There 
was a light wave of Barn Swallows, Aug. 25 (TP). 
Rough-winged and Barn Swallows were 
congregating at Victoria, Aug. 17; the last Barn 
Swallows were seen, Sept. 12 (ARD). The last Cliff 
Swallows were noted at Blaine, Aug. 28, with the 
last Barn, Sept. 1. Barn Swallows had left Seattle by 
Aug. 26 (RMB); and Bellevue by Sept. 28. All 
swallows left Camas, Wash., by Sept. 1. 
 
Wrens through Starlings.—House Wrens left Blaine, 
Aug. 21; Winter Wrens came in, Oct. 10. House 
Wrens were late at Camas, Nov. 24. Am. Robins 
were going over Comox very high, Aug. 25, with 
another small wave, Aug. 30. Varied Thrushes 
came to Victoria, Sept. 27; Blaine, Oct. 6; Seattle, 
Oct. 8; Bellevue, Oct. 5; and were late at Camas, 
Nov. 20. The last record for Olive-backed 
Thrushes at Seattle was on Sept. 17 (RMB). Both 
Pearse and  
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Davidson reported Western Bluebirds scarce on 
Vancouver Is.; 2 migrants at Comox, Nov. 20; 15 
at Victoria, Oct. 23. They left Blaine, Oct. 20, 
where 4 uncommon Mountain Bluebirds were 
seen, Aug. 22. Townsend's Solitaire was seen at 
Bellevue, Nov. 28. Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
returned to Seattle, Oct. 19 (RMB). Water Pipits 
(12) were at Victoria, Sept. 1. They returned to the 
Seattle area, Sept. 24 (VEC); and to Bellevue, Sept. 
14. Fifty Cedar Waxwings (migrant, occasional 
winter visitor) were at Victoria, Nov. 18. The 
uncommon transient Gray Shrike was seen at 
Blaine, Oct. 12; 1 immature at Victoria, Oct. 30, 

and 1 adult, Nov. 1. Davidson reported 3 
Common Starlings at Victoria, Sept. 20. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—A light migration of Solitary 
Vireos and Orange-crowned Warblers occurred at 
Comox, Aug. 30. Solitary and Warbling Vireos 
were singing at Victoria, Aug. 23. Orange-
crowned, Yellow, Townsend's, Macgillivray's, and 
Black-capped Warblers were last seen at Victoria, 
Aug. 25; Audubon's, Oct. 10. Last dates for Seattle 
were: Black-capped, Aug. 29; Macgillivray's, Aug. 
30; Yellow, Sept. 14; Black-throated Gray, Sept. 
18; Orange-crowned, Oct. 26; Audubon's, Oct. 29 
(RMB) ; Bellevue: Yellow, Sept. 25; Audubon's, 
Sept. 30; Townsend's, Nov. 17 (WMH). The last 
Common Yellow-throat was at Seattle, Sept. 24 
(VEC). Yellow and Black-throated Gray Warblers 
were noted at Grays Harbor, Oct. 15 (WMH). 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A flock of Red-winged 
Blackbirds at Comox the first part of August was 
10 times the breeding population. The visitors 
were gone a few days later, although maturing oats 
were near. Of a flock of 1000 on Aug. 17, a third 
had gone by Sept. 9. Six Brown-headed Cowbirds 
(casual at Blaine) were with a flock of Brewer's 
Blackbirds, Aug. 20, and a Yellow-headed 
Blackbird (rare migrant) was seen, also with 
Brewer's, Aug. 17, 23, 25 (LHK). The last Western 
Tanager was at Blaine, Aug. 17; at Seattle, Sept. 20; 
and at Bellevue. Sept. 27. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—The first Evening Grosbeaks 
came to Seattle, Aug. 22. There was a light 
migration of Purple Finches at Comox, Aug. 30; 
not in usual numbers. The House Finch was 
singing at Victoria, Sept. 28 (JOC). A flock of 10 
migrating Am. Goldfinches at Comox, Aug. 15, 
and one of 15, Aug. 25, were early; there was no 
sparrow migration to speak of, except a few 
Savannahs. The first Savannahs were noted at 
Victoria, Sept. 16; height of migration, Sept. 23-28; 
last seen, Nov. 4 (ARD). They were at Blaine, Aug. 
30 (LHK); and at Newport, near Bellevue, the 
week of Sept. 24 (VEC). A brood of White-
crowned Sparrows was around the nesting area at 
Comox the last of November. One adult and 4 
immatures were at Blaine, Oct. 10. The last White-
crown was seen at Seattle, Sept. 30, and at 
Bellevue, Oct. 5. The race gambelii was passing 
through Seattle, Oct. 9 to 15 (VEC). Golden-
crowns were seen, Sept. 28, and 5 immature birds 
were at a feeding tray regularly to Nov. 14. One 
uncommon White-throated Sparrow was seen, 
Oct. 16. Fox Sparrows were first seen, Oct. 5 
(RMB), and Lincoln's Sparrow, Sept. 24 (VEC).—
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MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1952-53 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The winter of 1952-
53 was characterized in this Region by unusually 
mild weather. No records were actually broken; 
nevertheless this winter will be remembered as one 
of the mildest experienced in many years. In 
northern Idaho and eastern Washington the lowest 
temperature recorded was 15° on Dec. 25. In 
January, 27° on the 6th was the lowest recorded. 
Maximum temperatures were equally abnormal, 
temperatures in the upper forties and fifties being 
frequently recorded both in December and 
January, with a maximum of 56° on Jan. 24. 
Precipitation was likewise far less than is usually 
experienced, the total snowfall for the winter 
measuring just 19 inches. There was no snow in 
October or November, 6½ inches in December, 
2½ inches in January, 4 inches in February and 6 
inches in March. In western Montana slightly 
lower temperatures were experienced, but the 
winter as a whole, especially where January and 
February were concerned, was extremely mild. 
Only in late November and December were zero 
temperatures recorded, the minimum being -8° on 
Dec. 26. Despite this mild weather, or possibly 
because of it, birdlife was not abundant, and little 
of outstanding interest was recorded. Species 
breeding farther north and wintering in this 
Region, such as the Bohemian Waxwing  
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and the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, were present in 
rather small numbers, and there were few instances 
of species wintering that normally went farther 
south at this time of the year. The Fringillidae were 
not so scarce as during the winter of 1951-52, but 
were by no means as abundant as they usually are. 
Records from western Montana were again 
reported by R. L. Hand. Those from northern 
Idaho and eastern Washington, unless otherwise 
specified, were personally taken. 
 
Herons, Ducks.—A single Great Blue Heron was 
seen at Missoula, Mont., Feb. 8. Locally Mallards 
were reported in usual numbers in western 
Montana, while in northern Idaho they were more 
abundant than in previous years. At Lewiston, 
Idaho, on Dec. 21, flocks totaling 5000 individuals 
were seen, this being more than twice the number 
usually seen in this area. That same day flocks of 

other ducks were noted at intervals on the 
Clearwater River just east of Lewiston, including 7 
Pintails, 2 Green-winged Teal, 8 Am. Widgeon, 4 
Redheads, 6 Canvas-backs, and 8 Lesser Scaups. In 
western Montana, Am. Golden-eyes were noted in 
smaller numbers than usual, but Am. Mergansers 
were present in normal numbers. 
 
Hawks.—Both in northern Idaho and western 
Montana a few Sharp-shinned Hawks were as 
usual present throughout the winter, while at 
Missoula a single Cooper's Hawk was noted on 
Mar. 3 and probably represented a wintering 
individual. A single Red-tailed Hawk was seen at 
Missoula on Jan. 11 and a Bald Eagle west of town 
in late January. Three Bald Eagles were also 
observed on Flathead Lake, Mont. on Jan. 12. 
Other raptors noted in western Montana were a 
Marsh Hawk on Jan. 15 at St. Ignatius in Lake 
County, a Prairie Falcon on Mar. 3 near Belgrade, 
a Pigeon Hawk at Missoula on Dec. 27, and a 
Sparrow Hawk at Missoula on Dec. 14. The 
Pigeon Hawk is never a common bird in northern 
Idaho, so individuals seen at Moscow on Dec. 6 
and Feb. 27; at Genesee on Mar. 19; and at 
Headquarters in Clearwater County on Mar. 25 
represented a normal winter population. 
 
Coots, Gulls, Owls.—A single Am. Coot noted at a 
warm spring 30 miles east of Missoula on Mar. 5 
had undoubtedly wintered, this being much too 
early for a spring transient. At Lewiston 3 Ring-
billed Gulls seen on Dec. 21 on the Snake River 
again represented the usual winter population. In 
western Montana, however, although often 
common during the winter months this species 
was noted but once, a single bird at Flathead Lake 
on Jan. 15. In northern Idaho the Short-eared Owl 
was, as in previous years, fairly common 
throughout the winter, while in western Montana 
but a single bird was seen, at Three Forks on Mar. 
3. No Pygmy Owls were observed during the 
winter in the open Palouse country of northern 
Idaho, although in past years one was seen from 
time to time from early November until the middle 
of February. Apparently the relatively mild weather 
afforded these small owls an ample food supply, 
and made it unnecessary for them to leave the 
wooded ridges where they are normally found. 
 
Kingfishers, Flickers, Larks.—Since even the smaller 
streams did not freeze over the Belted Kingfisher 
wintered in larger numbers than usual in northern 
Idaho, and was noted in Clearwater County 
(Headquarters, Dec. 24, and Weippe, Feb. 7) to an 
altitude of 3,000 feet. At Missoula an occasional 
bird was observed through Jan. 10. Red-shafted 
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Flickers were as usual noted during the winter 
throughout the Region, and a female Yellow-
shafted Flicker (rare in northern Idaho) was 
collected at Moscow on Feb. 23. Horned Larks 
wintered in usual numbers at Lewiston, but as in 
previous winters were not observed farther north 
in the State. Specimens taken from a flock on Dec. 
6 represented the pale northern race (arcticola), the 
first instance of this subspecies occurring other 
than a spring and fall transient. In western 
Montana flocks of Horned Larks were seen, Mar. 
3 to 5, from Drummond east to the Gallatin 
Valley, and those observed at reasonably close 
range also represented this pale northern race. In 
view of the date it is probable that they were 
spring transients rather than birds that had 
wintered. 
 
Chickadees.—As early as Oct. 5 flocks of Mountain 
Chickadees, heretofore recorded only at the higher 
altitudes, had appeared in the willows and 
cottonwoods along the Snake and Clearwater 
Rivers at Lewiston; they were noted there as late as 
Mar. 16. Even more surprising was the appearance 
of a flock of Chestnut-backed Chickadees on 
Hatwai Creek, 4 miles east of Lewiston, on Dec. 
21. This species had never before been recorded 
other than in the heavy coniferous timber on the 
higher ridges (always above an altitude of 2,500 
feet), and the 5 birds seen seemed oddly out of 
place in the cottonwoods. They remained 
throughout the winter, being last noted on Mar. 
16. There was apparently a definite attitudinal 
migration of this species in this area, for in eastern 
Washington it was recorded 6 miles southeast of 
Wawawai on Oct. 23 (D. S. Earner and L. R. 
Mewaldt), and at Pullman (on the Washington 
State College campus) on Nov. 3 (G. E. Hudson) 
and Feb. 23 (C. F. Yocom). This is the first 
instance, in many years of observation in the field, 
that the Chestnut-backed Chickadee has been 
reported in the Pullman area. 
 
Nuthatches, Thrushes, Kinglets.—In northern Idaho 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were extremely scarce 
throughout the winter, and rarely observed. In 
previous years this species has been commonly 
noted during the winter months. In direct contrast, 
Am. Robins were unusually abundant both in 
northern Idaho and western Montana. The normal 
winter population in and about Moscow consists 
of small roving flocks totaling approximately 200 
individuals. The present winter flocks of 50 to 100 
birds were seen both in the town, and in the open 
fields where the bare ground made it possible to 
secure food at all times, and there is little question 
but that thousands of robins successfully wintered 

in the Palouse country of Idaho and eastern 
Washington. In western Montana flocks of equal 
size were seen, and were reported more abundant 
than during any previous winter. The Varied 
Thrush and Townsend's Solitaire occurred in their 
usual small numbers in northern Idaho, but at 
Missoula the solitaire was noted more frequently 
than usual, especially during the latter part of the 
winter. Although rarely seen during the winter 
months anywhere in Idaho, a Ruby- 
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 7, Number 3  226 
 
crowned Kinglet observed at Lewiston on Feb. 13 
was unquestionably a wintering individual; it is 
early April before the first spring transients appear.  
 
Waxwings, Warblers.—Bohemian Waxwings were 
reported as abundant in western Montana from 
Nov. 21 to mid-February, and although scarce 
after that date a flock of possibly 200 was seen east 
of Missoula on Mar. 3. At Moscow this species 
was unusually scarce. The first flock did not appear 
until Dec. 15, and only at infrequent intervals were 
other small flocks seen until Mar. 5, when this 
species was noted for the last time. The Cedar 
Waxwing, as is usually the case, wintered in small 
numbers throughout the Region. The Audubon's 
Warbler winters regularly at Lewiston, but for the 
first time was observed during the winter months 
at Moscow, one small restless flock being noted 
there on Nov. 29, and at intervals thereafter in 
various parts of the town throughout the entire 
winter.  
 
Blackbirds.—The Western Meadowlark, scarce 
during the winter months in western Montana, was 
noted there on but one occasion, 3 birds being 
seen at Missoula on Dec. 28. In northern Idaho it 
was, as usual, common at Lewiston, and more 
abundant at Moscow than during previous winters. 
The Brewer's Blackbird also wintered in larger 
numbers than is usually the case in northern 
Idaho; one flock seen at Lewiston on Dec. 21 
comprised approximately 120 individuals.  
 
Finches and Sparrows.—These birds were with few 
exceptions scarce throughout the Region, but in 
contrast to the winter of 1951-52 were observed in 
small numbers. In northern Idaho, Evening 
Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, and Am. Goldfinches 
were observed at rather infrequent intervals. The 
first flock of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches 
appeared at Lewiston on Nov. 1, and on Dec. 6 a 
flock containing fully 500 individuals was seen 
feeding in a large plowed field at Genesee, Idaho. 
Common Redpolls appeared early, a flock of 16 
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being noted at Steptoe Butte, Wash. on Nov. 24; 
an occasional flock was observed then until Feb. 8, 
when this species was recorded for the last time at 
Headquarters, Clearwater Co., Idaho. Oregon 
Juncos, Am. Tree Sparrows, and Song Sparrows 
occurred in normal numbers, but Red Crossbills 
were again conspicuous by their complete absence. 
In western Montana Evening Grosbeaks were 
much scarcer than usual, and Pine Siskins and Am. 
Goldfinches went unobserved from late 
November until early March. Redpolls were 
common in late November, and a single bird was 
noted on Feb. 8. Oregon Juncos and Song 
Sparrows were rather scarce, and the Slate-colored 
Junco, never a common bird in this Region, was 
observed on but two occasions: single birds on 
Dec. 12 and Jan. 25. Am. Tree Sparrows were 
present in small scattered flocks from Nov. 2 
through Mar. 3.—THOMAS D. BURLEIGH, 
School of Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1952-53 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Following the 
pattern set during the fall, the winter weather in 
the Region was unusually warm, dry and often 
windy. All reporters were in agreement on the 
weather. Snow cover in the valleys has been 
limited to a few inches, and most of this usually 
melted shortly after falling. At the end of the 
quarter the snow depth for the winter was below 
normal. Many of the waters usually frozen over 
during most of the season were open. Waterfowl 
and other water birds, thus, had large areas 
available to them. Because of the mild weather 
birds in general remained later than usual and 
those which do not migrate were recorded in 
larger numbers throughout the winter. 
 
Grebes, Pelicans, Herons.—Reports of Western and 
Eared Grebes were submitted on Dec. 23 by F. A. 
Thompson for Utah waters, while C. W. Lockerbie 
reported Pied-billed Grebes present all winter in 
small numbers in the Jordan River and Farmington 
Bay Refuge north of Salt Lake City. V. T. Wilson 
also indicated Pied-billed Grebes present at Bear 
River Refuge throughout the winter. Wilson 
reported 15 Great Blue Herons wintering on Bear 
River Refuge and Lockerbie reported these birds 
in small numbers at Farmington Bay Refuge in 
northern Utah. 
 
Swans and Geese.—A large concentration of 2,000 
Canada Geese were reported for early March in 
Cache Valley, Utah, by J. S. Stanford. This valley 

apparently is becoming well established as a route 
for spring and fall migration of Canada Geese. 
Unusual too is the report that 40 geese remained 
over the winter at Bear River Refuge (VTW) and 
that as early as Feb. 6, 400 geese were estimated on 
the refuge. Mrs. H. E. Shaw from Nampa, Idaho, 
also reported high winter concentrations with an 
estimated 4,660 geese seen on Dec. 27. Whistling 
Swans also wintered in the Region, with as many 
as 200 reported at Bear River Refuge (VTW). 
There was a gradual migration of swans out of the 
Region as the winter progressed (CWL). Snow 
Geese (Lesser) were estimated at over 1,200 in the 
Farmington Bay Refuge area on Feb. 22 (CWL). 
 
Ducks.—Unusually late in leaving and early in 
returning, characterizes the waterfowl picture for 
the comparatively open and warm winter. Spring 
migration appears to be ahead of last year and in 
larger numbers. At Nampa, Idaho, Mrs. H. E. 
Shaw estimated 6,075 Mallards present on Dec. 27, 
with a drastic reduction to 49 on Mar. 29. 
Wintering populations of ducks were reported by 
most reporters. Mallard and Pintail were the 
common wintering species, with as many as 2,000 
Mallards and 100 Pintails reported at Bear River 
Refuge. Population numbers as high as 15,800 
Mallards were reported on Jan. 30 and 200,000 
Pintails at Bear River Refuge, Mar. 16. Reported at 
the same refuge were 3,000 Gadwalls and 800 Am. 
Mergansers on Feb. 15 (VTW). Mrs.  
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Shaw reported 14 Wood Ducks, Mar. 15, at 
Nampa, Idaho, the only report in the Region. In 
other parts of Utah, the Am. Widgeon, Green-
winged Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Shoveller, Redhead, 
and Am. Merganser were not abundant but 
wintered (CWL). The largest concentrations of 
Canvas-backs noted by Lockerbie were seen in the 
Farmington Bay Refuge areas during the latter part 
of the period. 
 
Eagles, Coots.—Numerous Golden Eagles and Bald 
Eagles were reported from Casper, Wyo. on Jan. 
18 by O. K. Scott. F. A. Thompson estimated 500 
Am. Coots in Utah, Dec. 27. A few coots wintered 
in Utah as reported by Lockerbie at Farmington 
Bay Refuge; by the latter part of the season 1,000 
were on their way north. 
 
Shorebirds and Gulls.—Some shorebirds wintered. 
By the forepart of March most of the common 
species were present at Bear River Refuge, 
including Killdeer, Long-billed Curlew, Lesser 
Yellow-legs, Marbled Godwit, Am. Avocet and 
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California Gull (VTW). A Greater Yellow-legs was 
reported in Salt Lake County, Utah, Jan. 1, and 
again Mar. 8 at same place (CWL). Lockerbie also 
reported a rare Glaucous Gull at Farmington Bay 
Refuge, Mar. 20. Other gulls as California and 
Ring-billed were present in Utah throughout the 
winter in small numbers. A thousand Ring-billed 
Gulls were reported from Nampa, Idaho by Mrs. 
Shaw on Mar. 15. 
 
Passerine Birds.—Undoubtedly in response to the 
mild winter weather, Am. Robins have been 
reported in many observers' lists in record 
numbers. These birds have remained in numbers 
as high as 500 in a flock in Logan, Utah (J. S. 
Stanford), while farther north thousands were 
reported in Davis and Salt Lake Counties, Utah 
(CWL). Absent from the usual list of winter 
residents in Utah was the Steller's Jay. Black-
capped Chickadees were, however, reported in 
large numbers. Bohemian Waxwings were reported 
in flocks of 2,000 in Casper, Wyo. in December 
(OKS). Evening Grosbeaks were present in the 
same area in flocks up to 25 throughout the 
winter. A. Lang Bailey in Central Colorado reports 
an absence of Bohemian Waxwings. Also lacking 
in usual numbers for the Idaho Springs, Colo. area 
this year are the Brown Creeper, Black Rosy Finch 
and White-winged Junco. In Mesa Verde National 
Park, however, Don Watson reported "scores" of 
Black Rosy Finches and hundreds of Brown-
capped Rosy Finches. Some absences of birds 
usually present were noted on lists from Zion 
National Park. Leland Allen, however, noted that 
the Ruby-crowned Kinglet was fairly common, 
while the Oregon (Shufeldt's) and Gray-headed 
Juncos were common to abundant throughout the 
winter. A Song Sparrow frequented the area 
around the park museum. From Vya, Nev., B. M. 
Hazeltine reported Slate-colored Juncos in 
February. From Frederick V. Hebard come notes 
of birds seen on a trip up to the top of Mt. Ajax 
(11,300 ft.) in Pitkin, Co., Colo. Sighted were three 
Gray Jays, 50 Bohemian Waxwings, a Gray Shrike, 
a Brown-capped Rosy Finch, and a White-winged 
Crossbill. At 10,500 ft. was a pair of Am. 
Goldfinches.—JESSOP B. Low, Utah State 
Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1952-53 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
December continued the previous pattern of 
extremely low precipitation and above normal 
temperatures. January broke records for warmth, 
but the trend toward deficiency in rainfall in 1952 

was broken by more rain than for the previous 12 
months. February was mild and generally dry. In 
the second half, clear skies permitted more night-
time cooling, and the average temperature of 42° 
was below normal. March, on the other hand, was 
decidedly chilly, with some frost and wind. The 
lowlands were generally free of snow throughout 
the period. Most observers felt the open winter 
kept birds scattered in the hinterland, with no need 
to seek milder temperatures nearer salt water. 
Theed Pearse thought the mild winter kept birds 
on the mainland of British Columbia, which 
normally cross to the relative mildness of the east 
coast of Vancouver Is. Richard E. Phillips and H. 
C. Black, stationed on Eliza Island, off the 
southern end of Lummi Is., Wash., have been 
added to the observers. Eliza Is., supporting a 
game management project, is about 120 acres, half 
salt marsh and half rocky upland with trees and 
brush. While we have lost Tom McAllister in 
Portland, Oreg., due to a change of employment, 
Allen B. Lintecum of Longview, Wash., across the 
Columbia River from Portland will try to cover 
that area. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—At Comox, B. C. all 
loons were scarce; the Red-throated was recorded 
only twice. Red-necked and Western Grebes were 
scarce, although the Eared was in fair numbers 
(TP). One or 2 Red-necked Grebes wintered 
around Eliza Is.; 60 Horned Grebes, Dec. 1, 
reached a peak of 105, Dec. 15, and dwindled to 2 
by Mar. 23. From 900 to 1,600 Western Grebes 
were around the Island all winter; and 2 Pied-billed 
(rare on salt water) during December to Jan. 6. 
Horned and Western Grebes were scarce at Blaine 
(Lucile H. Kline). The Western seemed quite 
common at Seattle, Jan. 11 to Mar. 24 (Mr. and 
Mrs. R. M. Boggs). All cormorants were normal at 
Comox. A count of 480 of all 3 species at Eliza Is., 
Feb. 23 was average for the winter. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Trumpeter Swans (16) were 
on Upper Campbell Lake, eastern Vancouver Is. 
(Eslin fide Pearse). Canada Geese (50) were around 
a lake near Longview all winter. Black Brant 
wintered in the area of Seattle and lower Puget 
Sound; usually they do not appear until the first 
part of March (Violet C. Cannon). A few (41) 
wintered at Blaine; 400± were seen, Mar. 16. Only 
a few were at Eliza Is. until March, then 20-30 
regularly. The usual thousands of Snow Geese 
wintered on the Skagit River flats, with a few 
Canada Geese. After the hunting season, most 
ducks left Seattle. South of the city they were 
found in larger flocks, especially Pintails (VEC). 
An estimated 10,000 Pintails at Blaine, Dec. 16, 
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had dwindled to 10 by Mar. 31. Mrs. Kline found 
more Buffleheads wintering at Blaine than in the 
past 15 years (1,000± on Dec. 16). At Comox, 
Mallards and Am. Widgeon wintered in fair 
numbers; but both scaups were not up to their 
usual numbers until the end of period. Am. 
Golden-eyes were above average, especially old 
males; and 14 Barrow's were noted Jan. 4 (Laing, 
fide Pearse). White-winged and Surf Scoters were 
present in large numbers early in December, but 
decreased later. Am. Scoters wintered; also 
immature Surf Scoters, which is not usual. 
 
Eagles and Hawks.—Bald Eagles, never common, 
were seen frequently in the Puget Sound area. One 
was seen at Blaine, Mar. 3 and 16. Two adults and 
4 immatures wintered at Eliza Is. At Comox, the 
usual pair was back at the aerie in February, 
accompanied by last year's offspring. A Marsh 
Hawk, Jan. 10, was most unusual (TP); and Mar. 2 
was a record early date for 2 Ospreys (Fryer). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Alcids.—Shorebirds were 
reported scarce in the Seattle area. A few Red-
backed and Western Sandpipers stayed in wet 
pastures south of Seattle (VEC); and Sanderlings 
were seen regularly at Alki Pt., Seattle, Jan. 11 to 
Mar. 24 (RMB). Wilson's Snipe were few until the 
end of the period. Red-backed Sandpipers were 
uncountable at Blaine,  
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Mar. 16 (in excess of 10,000). They were in the 
vicinity of Eliza Is. (est. 5,000) all winter; also a 
flock of Black Turnstones (100±), among which 
were 2 Rock Sandpipers, seen at 100 ft. with 20X 
Balscope, Sr. At Comox, sandpipers and Killdeers 
were scarce all winter; and Black Turnstones were 
rarely seen in their usual places. March 10 was a 
record early date for Greater Yellow-legs (TP). 
There were more than the usual numbers of Short-
billed Gulls at Seattle. Besides the usual thousands 
of Glaucous-winged, other gulls were scattered 
(VEC). Glaucous-winged Gulls were about normal 
at Comox. Several thousand Short-billed Gulls 
were feeding on herring spawn at Bowser, on the 
east coast of Vancouver Is., Mar. 5 (TP). Many 
common Murres were in local waters of Puget 
Sound at the first of the period. Some stayed 
through the winter. They decreased from 150± at 
Eliza Is. to 1 in late March. Over 1,000 passed 
Campbell River, east coast of Vancouver Is., Dec. 
10, in less than an hour (TP). Rhinoceros Auklets 
were in the Seattle vicinity the first part of January; 
a few other alcids were at scattered places (VEC, 
RMB). The numbers of Pigeon Guillemots at Eliza 

Is. held steady all winter; 10 to 20 Marbled 
Murrelets wintered. Pigeon Guillemots at Comox, 
Jan. 20, were unusual in winter. 
 
Pigeons, Owls.—A band of 50± Band-tailed Pigeons 
wintered around Bellevue (W. H. Ransom). Short-
eared Owls were noted at Bellevue, in the area 
north of Seattle and at Stanwood, Skagit Co. 
(VEC). A Burrowing Owl was reported at Comox 
(Laing fide Pearse). A Hawk Owl at Blaine, Jan. 30, 
was a first record for Mrs. Kline. 
 
Jays, Ravens and Crows.—Six or more Steller's Jays 
were around Comox in mid-March, but the rest of 
the time were not much in evidence. Common 
Ravens seem to have decreased. Am. Crows, 
usually in large flocks at Comox, were very scarce 
from the end of December to mid-March. Possibly 
those seen at the end of the period were migrants 
which had stayed on the mainland during winter. 
Crows roost on Vendovi Is., Skagit Co., coming 
from the Lummi Indian Reservation. A count of 
237 on Mar. 20 was about average. 
 
Chickadees through Wrens.—Chickadees have picked 
up in numbers at Comox; the Winter Wren was 
generally rare, except in one place, where it was 
numerous. The uncommon Mountain Chickadee 
was noted at Bellevue, Mar. 10 (Walter 
Hagenstein). Bushtits were doing well at Victoria; 
80 to 100 were seen, Nov. 14 (A. R. Davidson). 
On Eliza Is., a habitat of 60 to 65 acres had a flock 
of 25 to 30 Bushtits (not previously recorded); and 
55 to 60 Winter Wrens. Bushtits were feeding 
young at Seattle, Mar. 9 (Mrs. K. B. Comstock). 
Brown Creepers seemed to be increasing in the 
southern Puget Sound area (VEC). The first at 
Blaine was seen, Feb. 18, where they seemed to be 
scarce. 
 
Thrushes, Kinglets.—Over 100 Am. Robins wintered 
at Blaine; the first spring movement was in mid-
February. Varied Thrushes were noted in yards 
and at feeding stations all around Seattle, Dec. 4 to 
the end of the period, but not in any 
concentration. Hermit Thrushes were seen in 
several widely-scattered places. They have seemed 
to be less common the past 2 winters (VEC, 
RMB). There was no concentration of Varied 
Thrushes at Blaine. A flock of 6 Western Bluebirds 
on Mercer Is., east of Seattle, Dec. 30, appears 
each year at this time (Mrs. W. B. Rathbun). Larger 
numbers of Western Bluebirds were working along 
beaches of Back Chatham Is., B. C., Feb. 26 (C. J. 
Guiguet). Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen 
only occasionally at Comox, but are on the 
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increase. There were some Ruby-crowns in 
January. 
 
Pipits through Starlings.—Water Pipits were in the 
Seattle area by the hundreds (VEC). A Bohemian 
Waxwing was reported at Comox by Eslin. Two 
Gray Shrikes were at Blaine, Mar. 27; and one at 
Comox (no date). One immature bird was in S. 
Seattle, Jan. 28 (RMB). A flock of 46 Common 
Starlings, reported at Courtenay, Vancouver Is., 
by Fryer, is a big increase over Pearse's count 2 
years ago. A flock of 35 was noted on Eliza Is. in 
the first 2 weeks of January. 
 
Warblers, Blackbirds.—Wintering warblers 
apparently left the Seattle area the middle of 
January, except for a very few Audubon's and 
Townsend's. Western Meadowlarks, once 
wintering at Comox, are seldom seen now. At 
Blaine, 33 wintered, while 51 on Nov. 25, was the 
largest number noted by Mrs. Kline in 3 years. 
Red-winged Blackbirds are becoming regular 
winterers in small numbers at Comox. Brewer's 
Blackbird flocks seemed to be greatly reduced; the 
largest was about 500. At Blaine there were 350± 
on Feb. 12, most of them wintering. On Eliza Is., 
the roosting flock dwindled from 500 early in 
December to 50 by Feb. 5. 
 
Finches.—The first Evening Grosbeaks (22) were at 
Longview, Feb. 18; 50 were seen, Feb. 20. They 
were around Bellevue and the south part of Seattle 
almost constantly during the period, with 200+ in 
one flock (WH, VEC). No Purple Finches, Pine 
Siskins, nor Red Crossbills were seen at Comox, 
although 5 Pine Grosbeaks (scarce winter 
residents) were reported, Nov. 7. Pine Grosbeaks 
were on Eliza Is., Dec. 24 to Jan. 27. Pine Siskins 
were plentiful at Blaine and in the Seattle area, with 
flocks of 100 or more. An irregular Common 
Redpoll was on Sinclair Is., Skagit Co., Feb. 5 
(HCB & REP). 
 
Sparrows.—A few Savannah Sparrows were 
reported in the Blaine-Bellingham Bay area as early 
as Feb. 5. The Am. Tree Sparrow at Bellevue was 
seen again, Feb. 1 and Mar. 1 (WH). An immature 
Chipping Sparrow was feeding with juncos in a 
yard in S. W. Seattle, from Feb. 4 to the end of the 
period (RMB). A number of White-crowned and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows stayed in favored 
places throughout the Region. A Lincoln's 
Sparrow wintered on Eliza Is., and 2 Snow 
Buntings made a brief appearance at Blaine, Feb. 
23.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, Seattle. 
 

 
Spring Migration, 1953 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—[No Regional report 
available at this printing.] 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—[No Regional report 
available at this printing.] 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
weather was variable, with temperatures generally 
below normal. Short periods of warm, sunny days 
alternated with cool rain. Most observers thought 
transients came through later than usual, and that 
summering visitors were also late. Theed Pearse at 
Comox felt there was a decided lack of land birds, 
and blamed excessive use of insecticides. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—There were 400± Arctic 
Loons around Bellingham Bay, Wash., April 22; 
last seen, June 2 (R. E. Phillips). Singles and pairs 
moved north all day off the southeast coast of 
Vancouver Island, April 28 (C. J. Guiguet). 
Western Grebes (400±) were at Bellingham Bay, 
April 4; last seen, June 2. They were moving north 
at Comox, B. C. in numbers, April 30. Horned 
Grebes were last seen at Blaine, Wash., April 25; 
with the last Western on May 13 (Lucile H. Kline). 
Eared, Horned and Red-necked Grebes mere in 
numbers at Sooke Harbor, west of Victoria, April 
24, and were almost all gone, May 6 (CJG). 
Cormorants (438 of all species, but mostly Pelagic) 
mere counted, April 4, as they flew over Eliza 
Island, Bellingham Bay, to feeding grounds. They 
were down to 102 by April 25 (REP). 
 
Swans, Geese and Ducks.—A flock of 45 Whistling 
Swans at Blaine, April 25, was the largest ever seen 
here by Mrs. Kline. Canada Geese (150±) were it 
Eliza Island in mid-April. They were reported in 
migration over southern Vancouver Island, April 
17 (Baxter, fide Guiguet). At Longview, Wash., 
there were several flights, May 2, for an estimated 
500 (A. B. Lintecum)'. Black Brant were around 
Bainbridge Island, across from Seattle, April 17, 
and a few were in the area until May 12 (Violet E. 
Cannon). A concentration of 330 was on 
Bellingham Bay for one day, May 26. Over 400 
were at Blaine, April 10, and dwindled to 21 by 
May 2, when last seen. Black Brant were in large 
numbers at Sooke Harbor, April 24. Large flocks 
were moving north off Vancouver Island, April 26; 
and 1,200± were seen around Sidney Island, April 
28 (CJG). Brant were late at Comox, April 22; 140 
on May 26 were late for such large numbers. Five 
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large flocks of Am. Widgeon were migrating off 
southeastern Vancouver Island, April 17. Last 
dates for ducks at Blaine were: Canvas-back, 
March 25; Shoveller, March 28; Am. Golden-eye, 
April 17; Am. Widgeon, April 23; Lesser Scaup, 
April 25; Bufflehead, May 5; Ruddy Duck and 
Pintail, May 9; Greater Scaup, May 30. Greater 
Scaup were in large numbers around Sooke 
Harbor, April 24. Male Old-squaws were in full 
breeding plumage at Victoria, April 17, and were 
gone by May 6 (CJG). Wood Ducks were 
migrating through the Seattle area the week of 
April 5 (VEC). Harlequin Ducks were still in the 
Victoria area, April 17, while long strings of White-
winged and Surf Scoters were going north on the 
same day. Both scoters were in large numbers at 
Sooke Harbor, April 24. Many flocks of White-
wings were still migrating at Victoria, May 6, 
although most of the wintering waterfowl had 
disappeared (CJG). At Eliza Island, there were 
150± White-winged Scoters from April 10 to May 
31; and 95 Surf on April 20, which had dropped to 
30 by May 31. There was a huge migration of 
Scoters, mainly Surf, at Comox, April 22; 
impossible to estimate. At Blaine, Am. Mergansers 
were last seen, May 13. Males (25) were flocking at 
Comox, May 28. 
 
Shorebirds.—Black Oyster-catchers were numerous 
and courting at Trial Island on the southeast coast 
of Vancouver Island, April 17; 6 flocks of Black 
Turnstones (12 each); and 4 flocks of Hudsonian 
Curlews were seen. Flight after flight of Red-
backed Sandpipers, Black Turnstones, and several 
flocks of smaller sandpipers, possibly Western or 
Least, passed north on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
April 24 and 26. A flock of about 200 at Sidney 
Island, April 28, was composed mostly of Red-
backs, many in full plumage. Large numbers of 
Killdeer were heard flying over after dark at Oak 
Bay, Victoria, April 26 (CJG). Waders were 
average at Comox; Pectoral Sandpipers (3), May 
10, were unusual as spring migrants (TP). Least, 
Western and Pectoral Sandpipers were on 
Bainbridge Island, May 7, also a pair of Black 
Turnstones. At Eliza Island, Rock Sandpipers were 
last seen, April 12; Black Turnstones, May 7; and 
Hudsonian Curlews, May 19 (REP). Wilson's Snipe 
(17) were at Blaine, April 14 to 17. Greater Yellow-
legs came in, March 28; the last was seen, May 16. 
Red-backed Sandpipers (1,000±) passed through 
the Blaine area, May 2; Western Sandpipers (400±) 
on April 15, with the last Westerns (9), May 5. 
Only 1 flock of 5 Long-billed Dowitchers was seen 
at Victoria, April 22 (A. R. Davidson). 
 

Gulls, Alcids.—Short-billed Gulls were at Blaine, 
April 12 to 21. A flock of over 1,000 Bonaparte's 
Gulls was noted at Comox, April 20. Common 
Murres had thinned out off southeastern 
Vancouver Island by April 28, but Pigeon 
Guillemots were plentiful. Marbled Murrelets, in 
pairs, were in full breeding plumage near Sidney 
April 28. Rhinoceros Auklets (7) and Tufted 
Puffins (3) were first seen at Oak Bay, May 24 
(CJG). 
 
Pigeons, Hummingbirds, Flycatchers.—Band-tailed 
Pigeons came to Eliza Island, March 28; there 
were 100± by mid-April. They were first seen at 
Victoria, April 20; a flock of 50, June 3, was the 
largest  
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to date (ARD). A Mourning Dove at Victoria, May 
23, was uncommon (J. O. Clay). Rufous 
Hummingbirds came to Seattle, March 29 (Zella 
McM. Schultz), and to Blaine, April 15. At 
Victoria, the first, a female, was noted on April 6 
(ARD). Western Flycatchers were at Seattle, April 
22; and at Victoria, April 30. At Comox, 
flycatchers were fewer in number, except the 
Western. The Olive-sided, never plentiful, may 
have increased. The Olive-sided was at Seattle, 
May 12; at Blaine, May 28; and at Victoria, May 20. 
 
Larks, Swallows, Wrens.—A flock of 20 Horned 
Larks (casual migrants at Comox) was noted, May 
10 (Fryer, fide Pearse). Violet-green Swallows were 
at Seattle, March 26; at Blaine, March 22 (late). 
Swallows at Comox were late (the first Violet-
green was noted, March 28), and not up to normal, 
except the Cliff, which were in good numbers. The 
first Tree Swallows were seen at Seattle, March 26 
(R. M. & Mrs. Boggs), but they came to Blaine, 
March 24. Barn Swallows were at Longview, April 
26; to Blaine and Victoria, April 25. About 50 Barn 
Swallows at Comox, May 22, were probably 
migrating. Rough-winged Swallows were noted at 
Victoria, May 11 (ARD). Cliff Swallows were in 
Seattle, April 26 (ZMS). They were first seen at 
Blaine, April 4, with 120± by June 1. House Wrens 
were at Longview, April 24. This species, irregular 
in the Puget Sound area, was seen around Yelm 
and Olympia, and south of Seattle. They were at 
Victoria, April 29 (JOC). 
 
Thrushes.—Am. Robins were below average at 
Comox, and there was no pronounced migration. 
Varied Thrushes left Longview, April 6, and 
Blaine, May 1. The first Hermit Thrush was seen at 
Blaine, April 1. The first Olive-backed Thrush was 
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heard at Seattle, May 10 (ZMS); at Blaine and 
Victoria, May 5. Western Bluebirds were quite 
plentiful south of Seattle, around Yelm and 
Olympia (VEC). A pair came to Blaine, March 15, 
where the first Townsend's Solitaires were seen, 
March 16. Solitaires came to Victoria, May 2. 
 
Pipits, Vireos, Warblers.—Water Pipits moved 
through the Blaine area from April 29 to May 4. 
Only 1 flock of 6 Water Pipits was seen at 
Victoria, March 2 (ARD). Solitary Vireos came to 
Seattle, April 19 (ZMS). They were numerous in 
the Sooke River bottom west of Victoria, April 30 
(CJG). Red-eyed Vireos were at Blaine, May 1. 
Warbling Vireos were first heard at Seattle, April 
29, and at Victoria, May 4. Both the Solitary and 
Warbling Vireos were fewer in numbers at Comox; 
Orange-crowned, Yellow, Macgillivray's and Black-
capped Warblers were about average, but 
Audubon's showed up badly on migration; the first 
being seen, March 17. Orange-crowned Warblers 
came to Seattle, April 3; to Blaine, April 3; to Eliza 
Island, April 5; and to Victoria, April 4. Yellow 
Warblers were first seen at Blaine, April 2; at 
Seattle, May 4; and at Victoria, May 5. Audubon's 
Warblers were at Seattle, March 11; at Eliza Island, 
March 19; and were going through the Victoria 
area in fair numbers, April 1, where a few Myrtle 
Warblers were seen from April 18 to May 1. Black-
throated Gray Warblers came to Seattle, April 18; 
and at Blaine, May 12. Townsend's Warblers were 
at Victoria, April 19; Black-capped, May 3; and 
Macgillivray's, May 20 (ARD, JOC). The Black-
capped arrived at Seattle and Blaine on May 5. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers, Finches.—Red-winged 
Blackbirds came to Longview, April 6. Three 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds at Victoria, May 4, 
were noteworthy (ARD). This species was also 
seen at Comox (Burford, fide Pearse). Western 
Tanagers were noted at Seattle, May 13 (ZMS); and 
Black-headed Grosbeaks, May 27. Never very 
plentiful at Comox, the Black-headed may have 
increased slightly; Evening Grosbeaks were around 
for some weeks in April. Evening Grosbeaks left 
Longview, May 24. House Finches (rare winter 
visitors) were seen in two places south of Seattle 
this spring and at least one pair was seen in Seattle 
(VEC). 
 
Sparrows.—The sparrow migration at Comox was 
hardly noticeable. Savannah Sparrows came to 
Victoria, April 17, with the height of migration on 
May 2; last seen, May 20. The small form brooksi, 
which nests there, was first seen, April 15 (ARD). 
Chipping Sparrows were at Blaine, April 20; and at 
Victoria, April 13, where they were common by 

the end of April. White-crowned Sparrows were at 
Longview, March 27; at Seattle, March 29; and at 
Blaine, 3. There were many at Victoria by April 28. 
Golden-crowned Sparrows passed through the 
Longview area from April 18 to May 3; the Blaine 
area from April 18 to May 1; and at Victoria from 
April 6 to May 20. The transient Lincoln's Sparrow 
was seen at Victoria, April 18, and May 24 (JOC, 
ARD). The Lapland Longspur (rare transient) was 
recorded at Comox (Fryer, fide Pearse).—
MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1953 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—[No Regional report was 
available at this printing.] 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Since no Regional 
report was available for this issue, breeding season 
notes will be included in the fall migration 
summary in the February 1954 issue. Please send 
observations to the new regional editor, Dr. Oliver 
K. Scott, 437 East 13th Street, Casper, Wyoming. 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June 
was cool and cloudy; the total precipitation of 1.44 
in. at Seattle was slightly above normal. July was 
about normal, but seemed a little on the cool side. 
Total rain of .58 in. was near normal. The first part 
of August was about normal. Some observers 
reported nests abandoned, eggs infertile, or heavy 
mortality of young in the early part of the period. 
 
Cormorants, Herons.—Pelagic Cormorants on 
islands off Oak Bay, Victoria, B. C., had eggs by 
the last of May; eggs and young of varying ages 
were in nests, July 14. Double-crested Cormorants 
built nests on Viti Rocks, Bellingham Bay, in early 
June; with first eggs, July 28 (R. E. Phillips and W. 
H. Bohl). Great Blue Herons at Comox, 
Vancouver Is., B. C. showed a splendid comeback 
(Theed Pearse). 
 
Swans, Geese and Ducks.—An immature Trumpeter 
Swan at Comox, Aug. 9, was the first in many 
years in summer. Black Brant were again noted at 
Comox in summer: 55, June 4; 16, July 2; 20, July 5 
(Guthrie and Pearse). Black Brant were noted at 
Port Angeles, Wash., July 23 (Mrs. Neil Haig and 
Vivian Thorne). The first Mallard nest, with 7 
incubated eggs was found on Eliza Is., off 
Bellingham Bay, May 9; a clutch of 14 Blue-winged 
Teal hatched, June 25 (REP, WHB). At Comox, a 
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brood of Blue-winged Teal was seen, July 26; and a 
brood of Wood Ducks, July 5, with another, Aug. 
9 (TP). A pair of Barn Golden-eyes (rare) was seen 
at Union, Hood Canal, Wash., the week of July 19 
(Edward Fleisher). 
 
Eagles and Hawks.—Bald Eagles were incubating 
on Lummi Is., Wash., April 18; downy chicks, May 
16, were fledged in early July. A male Peregrine 
Falcon at Comox, July 26, and again at Denman 
Spit, SE of Comox, Aug. 8, was very unusual in 
mid-summer. Ospreys seemed to maintain their 
numbers, although all hawks were scarce. A pair of 
Sparrow Hawks had young in the nest at Harrison 
Mills, B.C., May 22 (Mrs. Lucile H. Kline). 
 
Quail.—California Quails lost eggs or first young 
in many places around Seattle. They were nesting, 
June 10, and young were seen, July 9 (Mr. and Mrs. 
R. M. Boggs). Two pairs of Bob-white nesting at 
Blaine, July 1, were the first seen for about 6 years 
(LHK). 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls and Alcids.—A nest of Black 
Oyster-catchers was found on a small islet in Oak 
Bay, May 6; parents' actions indicated young on 
Trial Is., June 11 (C. J. Guiguet). A pair on Viti 
Rocks, Bellingham Bay, had 1 downy chick, July 6. 
Killdeer had a nest and 4 eggs on Eliza Is., April 
22; young hatched, April 26 (REP, WHB). There 
were newly hatched Killdeer at Victoria, May 18 
(A. R. Davidson), and 1 downy young was seen on 
Trial Is., June 11 (CJG). About 200 Glaucous-
winged Gulls nested on Viti Rocks; most eggs 
hatched, July 6. Off SE Vancouver Is., there were 
some eggs, June 11, with eggs and downy young of 
various sizes, in numbers, June 28. Dr. and Mrs. J. 
M. Speirs identified 3 Ring-billed Gulls in adult 
plumage in a flock of Short-bills at Comox. The 
Ring-bill is always rare at Comox, and never before 
recorded in summer. Pearse saw these and 2 
immatures, July 1, and 1 immature, Aug. 2. 
Marbled Murrelets were numerous off the SE 
coast of Vancouver Is., June 28 (CJG); 1 adult with 
1 immature was seen, July 30 (ARD). At 
Bellingham Bay, 20± Marbled Murrelets 
summered, and were seen carrying fish. The first 
juvenile plumages were seen about July 16; many 
on Aug. 13. Two pairs of Tufted Puffins had eggs 
on Viti Rocks, July 28. 
 
Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common 
Nighthawks were first seen at Seattle, June 3 
(MRF). A pair began incubating at Eliza Is., June 
30; young were flying weakly by Aug. 1. 
Nighthawks arrived at Victoria, June 5, but were 
not as abundant as formerly (ARD). They were 

also scarce at Comox. Rufous Hummingbirds had 
eggs on Eliza Is., April 26. Belted Kingfishers had 
3 young at Victoria, Aug 8 (ARD). Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker nests seemed to be more plentiful south 
of Seattle in mid-June (Violet E. Cannon). Lewis's 
Woodpeckers were first seen at Bellevue, June 2; 
the first young appeared, June 2; and juvenile-
plumaged young were still around, Aug. 17 (Walter 
Hagenstein). 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows, Jays.—An Eastern Kingbird 
(scarce) was in the Bellingham Bay region, July 5, 
and a Western Kingbird, July 10 and 25. One 
Eastern at Victoria, Aug. 1, was the first ever seen 
there by Davidson. The Eastern Kingbird was 
recorded from two new localities in the Comox 
area (TP). Western Wood Pewees were nesting in 
Seattle. June 24 (Wm.  
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Goodge). They were nesting at Blaine, July 24 to 
Aug. 10, probably a second brood. Young Western 
Flycatchers were in the nest at Seattle, June 28 
(FG), and were seen out of nest at Victoria, July 16 
(ARD). Horned Larks were nesting at Blaine, July 
1. On May 28, Fryer found a nest with eggs at 
Comox. A bird collected about 5 miles away was 
strigata. The invasion of this race in that area is 
quite noteworthy. Violet-green Swallows were 
building at Seattle, May 15; young left the nest, July 
10; in another area they had young in a bird house, 
May 27. Young Barn Swallows at Seattle were 
being fed out of the nest, June 27, July 10, and 
Aug. 1 (RMB, FG). They were nesting at Blaine, 
June 19 to July 12; at least 1 pair was brooding, 
Aug. 12. Cliff Swallows were building at Victoria, 
May 23 (ARD). The first brood of Cliff Swallows 
was reported at Blaine, June 13; the second brood 
hatched, Aug. 10. Purple Martins did not hold 
their increase of last year at Comox, but were 
apparently extending their range northward, as 
they were heard in two places 20 miles north. A 
fledged Steller's Jay was collected, June 15, near 
Snoqualmie Pass, Wash. (WG). 
 
Chickadees, Bushtits, Wrens.—Very few Black-capped 
Chickadee nests were seen at Seattle, but large 
flocks were around at the end of the period 
(VEC). They were building in a Seattle box, April 
17 (RMB). A nest and 5 young were seen north of 
Seattle, June 9 (FG). Mrs. Kline had a pair nesting 
as late as Aug. 6 at Blaine. Young Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees were seen at Victoria, June 9 (ARD). 
They had increased at Comox. Common Bushtits 
began building at Seattle, Mar. 6; young had left 
the nest, June 6 (RMB). In another place young 
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left the nest, May 10 (FG). Due to the supposition 
that Mr. Phillips was reporting y from Eliza Is., 
bushtits were listed in the June, 953 issue of 
Audubon Field Notes (p. 231) as having invaded that 
area. Actually the flock reported was on Lummi 
Is., where they have been known for some time. 
This year they were carrying nest material, April 
28. Many nests of House Wrens were seen south 
of Seattle and south of Tacoma (VEC). A pair was 
feeding young in the nest on Orcas Is., July 24. 
Young Winter Wrens were flying at Comox, May 
14, and young were seen at Victoria, June 14. 
Bewick's Wrens were building at Seattle, May 6; 
young left the nest, June 16. A second nest was 
begun, July 11; this brood left the nest, Aug. 12 
(RMB). They were nesting at Blaine, April 27 to 
May 5; one nest with 3 eggs, June 11, was 
abandoned. Young Bewick's Wrens were flying at 
Victoria, May 29; a second brood was seen, July 20 
(ARD). A Long-billed Marsh Wren (presumably 
a male) built two nests at Comox. This is a first 
record (Fryer fide Pearse). 
 
Thrushes.—Nesting Am. Robins did not seem to be 
so common at Seattle as last year; 3 broods were 
raised by many. North of Seattle, young hatched, 
May 18, May 28, and June 2 (FG). They were 
nesting at Blaine, April 29; 2nd brood, June 3; 3rd 
brood, Aug. 10. Young robins were on the wing at 
Comox, May 15. First nests of Olive-backed 
Thrushes were seen on Lummi Is., June 22. Young 
out of the nest were being fed on nearby Vendovi 
Is., July 6; and a nest with 2 eggs was seen on Eliza 
Is., July 28. At Mrs. Kline's place at Blaine, 16 pairs 
were nesting, most from June 24 to July 8. Young 
were out of a Seattle nest, July 20 (FG). Western 
Bluebirds were nesting the first and second week 
of June south of Seattle, and were noted at several 
places between there and Olympia (highly selective 
in habitat west of mountains). Young were being 
fed in a nest on a logged-off area near Forks, 
Clallam Co., Wash., July 21 (NH, VT). 
 
Waxwings through Tanagers.—Cedar Waxwings were 
building at Seattle, June 28 (RMB), and were 
brooding at Blaine, June 21. Young Warbling 
Vireos at Victoria, Aug. 12, must have been a 
second brood (ARD). Solitary and Warbling 
Vireos were not up to average at Comox, but the 
Red-eyed was becoming a common bird in places. 
The warblers were about average there, except 
Macgillivray's, which was down in numbers. 
Audubon's had young on the wing, June 10. Many 
Audubon's Warblers nested in the southern Puget 
Sound area, apparently with success, judging from 
the number of young in each flock. The first 
young were off the nest, June 8; the last were being 

fed at the end of the period. Young Orange-
crowned Warblers were seen north of Seattle, June 
14; Yellow, June 15; and Black-throated Gray, June 
30. Audubon's Warblers were building in the 
Bellingham Bay area, Mar. 23, and feeding young 
out of the nest, May 29. Young Orange-crowned 
and Yellow Warblers were seen at Victoria, June 
16; young Black-capped were flying, July 6; and 
young Townsend's were seen, July 20 (ARD). 
Hermit Warblers were feeding young near 
Tacoma, June 17 (VEC). Western Meadowlarks 
were nesting at Blaine, July 3; Brewer's Blackbirds, 
May 12. Young Brewer's and Red-winged 
Blackbirds were on the wing at Comox, May 31, 
where Western Tanagers were still scarce. 
Tanagers were feeding young off the nest south of 
Tacoma, June 17 (VEC). 
 
Finches.—Five Black-headed Grosbeaks 
(uncommon at Victoria) were in full song, June 15, 
and nested in one small area (ARD). None had 
been seen at Comox since the migration in May. 
Lazuli Buntings (uncommon west of Cascade 
Mountains) were nesting in foothills near Buckley, 
Pierce Co., Wash., in mid-June (VEC). A male on 
Eliza Is., July 23, was Phillip's only record. Purple 
Finches at Seattle brought off young by July 4. 
Young were seen at Victoria on June 16. A flock 
of House Finches was seen in west Seattle, April 
22; 2 pairs remained and were feeding young, June 
18. This is the first definite breeding observation 
for the Seattle area (Mrs. Bertha Schuler). They 
nested at Sumner, Pierce Co., Wash., for the 
second year; 2 pairs were feeding young, June 18 
(VEC). Pine Siskins were gathering nesting 
material at Blaine, April 30, but no nests were 
found. Am. Goldfinches had young off the nest at 
Seattle, July 22 (FG). They were not so plentiful at 
Comox as a few years ago, but were extending 
their range from the coastal area. A small flock of 
Red Crossbills (8-10) were making the alarm note 
said to be used in vicinity of the nest on a small 
island off Oak Bay, July 14 (CJG); 10 on July 20 
were the first Davidson had positively identified at 
Victoria for a year or more. They were quite 
numerous at Comox, after an absence of some 
years. 
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Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees were feeding young 
at Seattle, June 1 and 14, although not many young 
were seen until the second nesting in July. A nest 
with 3 eggs was found in the Bellingham Bay area, 
Aug. 12. The first nest of Savannah Sparrows was 
seen May 23, with 3 slightly incubated eggs; the 
first young were seen, May 25, and the last July 15. 
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Two nests of 3 eggs were deserted, and several 
young disappeared from others. At Blaine, they 
were nesting from May 23 to 30, with a second 
brood, July 3. Young Savannah Sparrows were out 
of the nest north of Seattle, June 15. The race 
brooksi (2 pair) was feeding young at Victoria, 
June 6. Vesper Sparrows were plentiful and nesting 
on prairies south of Tacoma, June 14. Young 
Oregon Juncos were flying at Victoria, May 29. 
They were out of the nest at Seattle at various 
times from May 29 to Aug. 5. A nest in the 
Bellingham Bay area had 3 naked young, Aug. 13. 
The first young Chipping Sparrows were seen at 
Seattle, June 6. They were nesting at Blaine, June 
10. The first nest of White-crowned Sparrows in 
the Bellingham Bay region (4 eggs) was seen, May 
13. There were many infertile eggs, and young 
dead in the nest, among the 20 or so nests Phillips 
checked. The last eggs hatched, July 26. At Blaine, 
Mrs. Kline had 12 pairs under observation, nesting 
May 27 to June 2. A second brood flew, July 5. A 
female Fox Sparrow with brood patch was 
collected at Stampede Pass, Wash., June 15 
(WG).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT, Washington 
State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle. 
 

End 1953 
	  
1954 
 
Autumn Migration, 1953 
 
PALOUSE–NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION [No Regional report 
received from this region] 
 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—This is the great 
lands "in between." This Region is the largest in 
the United States with the smallest number of 
observers, the greatest concentration of large 
waterfowl; and must depend on federal employees 
for information.  

   

 
The weather was unusually dry and warm this fall. 
Precipitation averaged one-half normal in a Region 
that is all semi-arid except for the tops of 
mountain ranges. This means almost no 
precipitation over much of the Region. An 
exception was Durango in southeastern Colorado 
where the rainfall was normal. In general, the 
migration was much later than usual with many 
very late dates. 
 
Waterfowl and Pelicans.—Carl Jepson, the able 
naturalist of the Grand Teton National Park 
reports on the Trumpeter Swan nesting in the 
Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole near Jackson, Wyo. 
Incidentally, this is the easiest place in the United 
States to see these spectacular birds, as they can be 
nicely observed from the highway. In 1951 a pair 
started breeding there. They raised 2 cygnets. In 
1952 photographers upset the apple cart at the 
wrong time and no young were raised from the 5 
eggs, although 3 were fertile. This year 4 cygnets 
were reared successfully, the best record yet, to 
add to the steadily increasing numbers of this still 
very rare bird. A contender for the honor of the 
finest large waterfowl refuge in the United States is 
the great Bear River Refuge near Brigham, Utah, at 
the upper end of the Great Salt Lake. Its best 
competitors, the Klamath Basin and the Malheur 
Refuge, are also within this Region; but, alas, no 
reports from them. At Bear River the migration 
compared favorably with that of last year. The 
high count was 10,000 White Pelicans on August 
30. Mid-September saw the high in Pintails at 
400,000. Green-winged Teal concentrations 
reached 300,000 by the end of September; Snow 
Geese reached 11,500 by November 1 and 
Whistling Swans were recorded at a top of 9,500 
on Nov. 18. These reports come from Vanez 
Wilson who heads the men at Bear River. He has a 
warm welcome for visiting bird watchers. The 
Nampa, Idaho, Bird Club reported a high of 5,000 
Canada Geese on Nov. 11 and 160,000 Mallards 
were reported on the same date at Lake Lovell in 
the Flat Game Refuge area in Western Idaho. A 
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female Harlequin Duck with 3 young found on 
the Dinwoody River at about 10,000 ft., 3 miles 
below the glacier in the Bridger Wilderness area of 
the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming on Aug. 
29 (OKS). 
 
Herons, Shorebirds and Gulls.—Near Salt City at 
Black Hawk Gun Club one Long-billed Curlew 
was seen by Evans on Sept. 14, a late date;  
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on the same day he also observed 2,000 Lesser 
Yellowlegs, 2 immature Little Blue Herons, and 2 
dead Golden Plover. Lockerbie reported an 
immature Sabine's Gull on Oct. 8 near Salt Lake 
City, which is the third Utah record. 
 
Hawks.—A few notes of interest. Two Pigeon 
Hawks, Nampa Bird Club, Oct. 31; one at Salt 
Lake City, Nov. 11 (Lockerbie). A Peregrine 
Falcon was at Casper, Wyo. Sept. 20 (OKS). Large 
buteos and eagles were not reported in any 
numbers, giving credence to the feeling that these 
species are on a steady decline due probably to 
promiscuous shooting. The birds are not protected 
in the western states and their food (rabbits and 
small rodents) is increasing in spite of considerable 
expense and effort to the contrary. Killpack 
reported about the same numbers of wintering 
Rough-legged Hawks as usual at Roosevelt, Utah. 
 
Owls.—Jepson reported that the Great Gray Owls 
continue to live near his home at Park 
Headquarters at Jackson Hole, Moose, Wyo. and 
are seen very frequently; they are noisiest in 
September. 
 
Goatsuckers through Starlings.—A Poor-will has taken 
up residence at the home of T. A. Dewey in Salt 
Lake City as of Oct. 23. A Winter Wren was found 
at Grantsville, Utah, Oct. 14, by Lockerbie and 
another at Casper, Wyo. on Nov. 26 (OKS). 
Cañon Wrens were still present at Arches National 
Monument, Oct. 17 (Lockerbie). A late Hermit 
Thrush, Oct. 11, at Salt Lake City was found by 
Lockerbie, and one was at Casper, Wyo. the same 
date (OKS). Thompson saw 10,000 Mountain 
Bluebirds and 40,000 Am. Pipits near Gunnison, 
Utah on Oct. 12. The Common Starling is a fall 
and winter visitor in eastern Utah (Killpack at 
Roosevelt) and western Colorado (Carman at 
Grand Junction). 
 
Warblers.—An Am. Redstart at Salt Lake City, 
Oct. 11 (Lockerbie), is the first report of this 
species in this area for 7 years. An Oven-bird was 

found in South Willow Canyon, Stansbury Range 
in arid western Utah on Oct. 14 (Lockerbie). On 
Oct. 24, in Salt Lake City, Guy Emerson and 
Lockerbie found a Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
hardly a western species of bird. The Black-capped 
and Virginia's Warblers were down in numbers in 
Durango where they are normally common, but 
Oppie Reames found her first Yellow-breasted 
Chat in 13 years. The chat is a common breeding 
bird over much of the rest of this Region, 
however. In general the warbler migration was late 
and did not reach a peak until Sept. 21 in Durango 
(Reames). 
 
Grosbeaks and Sparrows.—Grand Junction (Edith 
Carman) was one of the few places reporting 
Evening Grosbeaks in normal numbers. They have 
been diminished to absent over much of the 
Region where they are normally seen at lower 
altitudes in the fall. The Nampa Bird Club (H. E. 
Shaw) had 700 White-crowned Sparrows on Nov. 
26. A bird call has been very successfully used by 
this group with these sparrows. Floyd Thompson 
reported large concentrations of Sage and Vesper 
Sparrows at Cedar City in Southern Utah, Sept. 13. 
On Oct. 22 he had 6 McCown's Longspur west of 
Ogden, Utah.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 
East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1953 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
August and September were generally warmer and 
drier than normal, but much overcast, with heavy 
rain the last four days of September. October and 
November were warm, but wetter than normal, 
with some high winds. 
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Loons, Grebes.—Common Loons came to the 
Blaine, Wash. area, Sept. 5, and the Red-throated, 
Sept. 10 (Lucile H. Kline). Arctic Loons (5) were at 
Victoria, B. C., Oct. 20 (C. J. Guiguet). Two in 
summer plumage were seen at Kingston, Kitsap 
Co., Wash., Oct. 11 (Zella M. Schultz). Red-necked 
Grebes came to Victoria and to Birch Bay, near 
Blaine, Aug. 23 (numerous at Blaine, Sept. 10). 
Horned Grebes came to Bellingham Bay, Wash., 
Aug. 27 (Edward Hansen & Chris Nelson), and to 
Blaine, Aug. 31 (LHK). Eared Grebes, never 
common on Puget Sound, were identified at 
Kingston, Seattle, and on Lake Washington 
(ZMS). Western Grebes were first seen at Victoria, 
Aug. 15, with about 400 on Sept. 14 (ARD). They 
arrived at Blaine, Aug. 31, and increased to 450± 
by Oct. 12. More than 600 were around Eliza 
Island, off Bellingham Bay from Oct. 31 to the 
end of the period (EH, CN). 
 
Pelicans through Herons.—A White Pelican at 
Blaine, Sept. 25, was rare (LHK). Pelagic 
Cormorants were numerous around Victoria, Oct. 
1; Double-crested were reported, Nov. 1, but no 
Brandt's had been seen for months (CJG). The 
Double-crested came to Blaine, Nov. 13 (LHK), 
and to Bellevue, Wash., Nov. 21 (Walter M. 
Hagenstein). An (Anthony's) Green Heron was 
seen near Bellevue, Oct. 4 (WMH), and again, Oct. 
19 (Vivian Thorne). 
 
Swans and Geese.—Whistling Swans (17) were in 
Comox Bay, B. C. in mid-November (Theed 
Pearse); 24 passed over Victoria, Oct. 30 (ARD). 
They were at Blaine (6), Nov. 13, and 16 flew over 
Bellevue, Nov. 16 (W. H. Ransom). Canada Geese 
were few at Comox; White-fronted passed through 
in average numbers in October. Canada and 
White-fronted Geese were seen in flight east of 
Victoria the last week in August (CJG). The first 
Canadas (16) came to Blaine, Oct. 10; the last 
(about 250) were seen, Oct. 29. Four were at 
Bellevue, Sept. 16 (WMH); 16 on Oct. 19 (VT), 
and 7 on Nov. 30. A flight over Seattle was noted, 
Nov. 1 (Violet E. Cannon). White-fronts (6) were 
at Bellevue, Oct. 18. Considerable numbers of 
(Cackling) Canada Geese (uncommon) came to the 
Skagit River flats, Oct. 30, ahead of a storm 
(Maury Rider). Six Cacklers were shot on Chain 
Island, off SE Vancouver Island, the first day of 
hunting. The only report of Black Brant was from 
Blaine, where 8 were seen, Sept. 10. Many Snow 
Geese were reported for various places near 
Comox. Stormy weather may have driven them in, 
as they are seldom seen except in flight. Fifteen 
were there, Nov. 30 (TP). Snow Geese (about 250) 
were at Blaine, Oct. 22. The first flight over Seattle 

was reported on Oct. 18 (an estimated 150). One 
adult and 12 immatures were at Bellevue, Oct. 
19—Nov. 25. 
 
Ducks.—There was a big concentration of ducks at 
Comox in mid-October, which tapered off at the 
end of the period. A field of grain, blown down in 
August, may have been an attraction. Am. 
Widgeon were in large numbers, but Pintail were 
in the majority. Am. Widgeon are now more 
numerous at Comox in early autumn than are 
Mallards. Several large flocks of Mallards, Am. 
Widgeon and Pintail went through the Victoria 
area daily from Aug. 15 to 31 (CJG). In the 
Nanaimo, B. C. area, Nov. 7 to 8, continual flights 
of Mallards were seen, with a few Pintail and Am. 
Widgeon (CJG). Am. Widgeon were seen at 
Copalis Beach, Wash., Sept. 8 (ZMS). At Blaine, 
Aug. 28, about 300 Pintails were seen, Oct. 20. A 
big flock of Pintails was seen on tide-flats near 
Anacortes, Wash., Sept. 11 (VT). Ransom thought 
ducks were about one-third as numerous at the 
mouth of the Snohomish River, Oct. 17, as in 
1952, with Mallards more common, but Am. 
Widgeon less so. The first Gadwalls reached 
Seattle, Aug. 30 (ZMS). Shovellers arrived at 
Victoria, Aug. 18, and at Seattle, Oct. 3. Ring-
necked Ducks (20 imm.), and Am. Golden-eyes 
were seen at Blaine, Sept. 10. Two Lesser Scaup 
(uncommon) were shot at Comox. Both species of 
golden-eyes were about normal. Scaup began 
appearing in numbers Victoria, Oct. 1; Am. 
Golden-eyes were not seen until Nov. 1 (CJG). 
Greater Scaup came to Blaine Oct. 28. At Harper, 
Kitsap Co., Wash., 14 were in eclipse plumage, 
Sept. 27 (ZMS). Buffleheads arrived at Victoria, 
Oct. 23 (ARD); were in numbers, Nov. 1 (CJG). 
Old-squaws came in, Oct. 20. The first 
Buffleheads were at Blaine, Oct. 31. Harlequin 
Ducks were numerous, and moulting at Victoria 
July 1. Males were flightless from Aug. 15 to 31, 
but were in full plumage, Nov. 1. Nearly 2,000 
scoters were off Denman Island Spit, SE of 
Comox, Aug. 8, an assembling place for moulting 
White-winged males. Surf and White-winged 
Scoters were numerous off SE Vancouver Island, 
Oct. 1. The first Hooded Mergansers were seen at 
Victoria, Sept. 1; and Bellevue, Oct. 3. Red-
breasted Mergansers were noted at Blaine, Sept. 
25, and at Victoria, Oct. 3. Over 50 Am. 
Mergansers were seen at Kingston, Wash., Oct. 11 
(ZMS). 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—Turkey Vultures (5) were 
seen at Victoria, B. C., Sept. 22 (ARD). They were 
last seen at Bellingham Bay, Wash., Oct. 21 (EH, 
CN). What passes for a migration of hawks on the 



Northwest	  Field	  Notes	  Annotated,	  1948-‐1955	  

west coast occurred at Victoria, Sept. 15 to 31; 
mainly Sharp-shinned, but many reports of single 
Goshawks, Red-tailed, and Cooper's, with 3 
Marsh,  
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6 Pigeon, and one Peregrine. There is no marked 
movement of hawks, such as on the east coast.  
 
Grouse, Cranes.—Blue Grouse took a beating from 
hunters at Comox, B. C.; over 5,000 were shot. 
Ruffed Grouse seemed to be on the increase, 
however. Pearse saw 3 Sandhill Cranes. Others 
were reported, with an estimated 35 at Northey 
Lake (Heinrich fide Pearse). 
 
Shorebirds.—The migration at Comox was normal 
for the common species. There were possibly 
more Black-bellied Plover, Sanderlings and Lesser 
Yellowlegs. Dowitchers were scarce early in the 
season, but remained unusually long. Two 
Dowitchers shot in November for snipe were of 
the race scolopaceus, according to H. M. Laing (TP). 
Two Snowy Plover were collected at Copalis 
Beach, Sept. 9 (ZMS). At Victoria, the migration 
seemed to be in full swing earlier than usual. Birds 
returned in July and the first part of August: July 
16, one Ringed Plover, hundreds of Northern 
Phalaropes, Western and Least Sandpipers, Long-
billed Dowitchers, Greater Yellowlegs (most on 
July 28); Black Turnstones, Wandering Tattlers and 
Surf-birds, July 14; Spotted Sandpipers, July 27; 
Sanderling, Aug. 8; Ruddy Turn-stones, Aug. 10; 
one Baird's Sandpiper, Aug. 14; one Pectoral, Sept. 
1 (only one seen); Red-backed, Oct. 9; Rock, Nov. 
4, and Black-bellied Plover, Nov. 29 (ARD, CJG, 
J. O. Clay). At Blaine, Wash., the peak for Greater 
and Lesser Yellow-legs and Least Sandpipers was 
Aug. 30; for Western Sandpipers, Sept. 10; Black 
Turnstones, Oct. 29; and Red-backed Sandpipers 
(500±), Oct. 28. Surf-birds and Black Turnstones 
were seen at Viti Rocks, off Bellingham Bay, July 
22, and at nearby Eliza Island, Wash., Baird's 
Sandpipers (rare migrant) were seen (2 to 3 daily) 
from Aug. 5 to 14 (R. E. Phillips). Dowitchers (6) 
and Least Sandpipers (3) were seen Union Bay 
marsh, Lake Washington, July 11 (ZMS). Lesser 
Yellow-legs were at Seattle, Aug. 15 to Oct. 9; 
Pectoral Sandpipers, Aug. 30; Greater Yellow-legs 
and Northern Phalaropes left, Sept. 26; 
Sanderlings were still present, Nov. 30 (VEC, 
RMB). At Copalis Beach, Wash., Sept. 8 to 10, 
there were Red-backed Sandpiper (early), several 
Baird's, several flocks (20 to 30) of Semipalmated, 
and a flock of 200 to 300 Black-bellied Plovers 
(ZMS). Phillips had a good look at a Red Knot 

(rare migrant) at Newport, Ore., Sept. 27, among a 
large flock of Sanderlings. 
 
Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—Parasitic Jaegers (15 to 20) 
were north of Victoria, Oct. 20; 3 adults and 1 
“juv." were collected (CJG). Three were at Eliza 
Island, where they are uncommon, Oct. 26. An 
uncommon Pomarine Jaeger was seen at Harper, 
Kit-sap Co., Wash., Sept. 27 (ZMS): Young gulls 
of all species were few at Comox. First year 
Bonaparte's appeared, Aug. 6. There was a late 
migration in mid-November. Of 125 counted 
passing in small lots, only 2 were young birds (TP). 
Bonaparte's Gulls were at Blaine in numbers, Aug. 
30. They were first at Seattle, Sept. 5 (RMB). 
Young Glaucous-winged Gulls were at Victoria in 
numbers, Aug. 15; many birds banded in summer 
on the Channel Islands were seen on the 
waterfront. Glaucous-winged, Short-billed and 
Bonaparte's Gulls were numerous off SE 
Vancouver Island, Oct. 1, and 15 Heermann's 
Gulls were counted (CJG). Short-billed Gulls (24) 
came to Blaine, Nov. 17. One immature Ring-
billed Gull was seen on San Juan Island, Wash., 
July 25 (early) (ZMS). About 30 Heermann's Gulls 
were seen at Whidbey Island, Sept. 11 (VT). 
Common Terns (200±) were at Birch Bay, Aug. 23 
(ZMS) to Oct. 2 (6) (LHK). They were first seen at 
Seattle (4), Sept. 1 (RMB). 
 
Alcids.—Common Murres were plentiful off SE 
Vancouver Island, Aug. 15 to 31. Some very small 
young seemed to be flightless. Young Marbled 
Murrelets and Pigeon Guillemots were numerous, 
and a few Rhinoceros Auklets and Tufted Puffins 
were seen. By Oct. 1, Common Murres, Marbled 
Murrelets and Pigeon Guillemots were less 
numerous, but still plentiful. Two Cassin's, one 
Rhinoceros, and 2 Ancient Auklets (the latter 
early) were seen, Nov. 1 to 3, in heavy westerly 
winds (CJG). About 300 Common Murres were at 
Eliza Island by Aug. 29; 250± was the peak for 
Marbled Murrelets on Sept. 5 (REP, EH, CN). 
Rhinoceros Auklets seemed to be much more 
plentiful than usual on Lower Puget Sound and the 
Washington ocean coast the first part of 
September. In contrast, there were few Common 
Murres. Numerous young Rhinoceros Auklets, and 
a few Tufted Puffins were dead and dying on 
Copalis Beach, Sept. 8 to 10 (ZMS). 
 
Pigeons through Hummingbirds.—Large flocks of 
Band-tailed Pigeons (over 100) were noted in flight 
north of Victoria, Oct. 2 (CJG). They were last 
seen at Blaine, Sept. 12. Short-eared Owls, once 
regular migrants at Comox, were rare. One was 
seen, Nov. 15 (Guthrie) and 3 others reported. 
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The last Common Nighthawks at Victoria were 
seen, Sept. 19; they were few again this year 
(ARD). They left Blaine, Aug. 16, and Seattle, Sept. 
20. Last Vaux's Swifts were at Victoria, Sept. 8; 
Black Swifts were migrating, Sept. 28 (ARD). 
There was a migrating group of Vaux's and Black 
Swifts at Kingston, Wash., Sept. 24 (VEC). The 
Vaux's were last seen at Blaine, Sept. 7. Most 
Rufous Hummingbirds left the central part of the 
Region the last of August; an occasional bird was 
seen until October. 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows, Bushtits.—Western Flycatchers 
and Western Wood Pewees left Victoria, Sept. 4 
(ARD) and were last seen at Bellevue, Sept. 13 
(WMH). Olive-sided Flycatchers left Blaine, Aug. 
13, and the Traill's, Oct. 3. The Olive-sided was 
last seen at Seattle, Sept. 5, and the Traill's, Sept. 9. 
All summering swallows left Comox by the end of 
August. Most local nesting Violet-green Swallows 
had gone from Victoria by Aug. 22. The last Barn 
Swallow was seen at Victoria, Sept. 24; and at 
Blaine, Sept. 26 (41 imm. passed through, Sept. 
24). Cliff Swallows left Blaine, Aug. 25, and Violet-
greens, Oct. 2. A large flock of Violet-greens (100 
to 200) were at Harper, Wash., Sept. 27, with a 
storm just coming in (ZMS). Rough-winged 
Swallows left Bellevue, Aug. 27; Tree, Sept. 16; 
Violet-green, Oct. 1; Barn, Oct. 4. Purple Martins 
were last reported  
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at Seattle, Sept. 8 (VEC), and at Bellevue, Sept. 13 
(WMH). Guthrie reported a flock of about 30 
Common Bushtits at Comox in October (fide 
Pearse). The species is apparently moving north on 
Vancouver Island, from its invasion focus near 
Victoria. 
 
Thrushes through Tanagers.—Many Am. Robins were 
moving through Seattle and Longview, Wash., 
during the last half of November (ZMS, ABL). 
Olive-backed Thrushes left Blaine on Sept. 8 and 
Seattle on Sept. 24. The peak of migration for 
Water Pipits at Victoria was mid-September (in fair 
numbers); at Blaine, Sept. 27, and at Seattle, Sept. 
21. Solitary and Red-eyed Vireos moved through 
the Region the first two weeks in September; 
Orange-crowned and Yellow Warblers dribbled 
through all during September; Audubon's and 
Macgillivray's from mid-August to the first part of 
September. Black-throated Grays left Blaine, Aug. 
16, and Seattle, Sept. 24. A Yellow-breasted Chat 
(uncommon) was at Blaine, Aug. 28. One was 
singing at Bellevue, Sept. 24 (WMH). An adult 
male and 2 immature Yellow-headed Blackbirds 

(rare on west side) were seen near Marietta, 
Whatcom Co., Wash., Aug. 10 (REP). Western 
Tanagers left Seattle, Sept. 12 (RMB). 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—The last Black-headed 
Grosbeak was seen at Blaine, Sept. 2; and at 
Seattle, Sept. 6. A flock of 12 House Finches at 
Seattle, Aug. 30, had no adult males (ZMS). Very 
large flocks of Pine Siskins were reported by most 
observers. The migration of sparrows at Comox 
was very poor; but juncos showed up well. 
Savannah Sparrows went through Victoria in 
goodly numbers, with the peak in mid-September. 
The first northern-breeding Savannahs were at 
Seattle, Aug. 30 (ZMS). Chipping Sparrows were 
moving at Victoria, in company of warblers, Aug. 
12, and were last seen at Seattle, Sept. 6. White-
crowned Sparrows left Victoria, Oct. 10; Blaine, 
Oct. 21; Seattle, Oct. 11; and Longview, Oct. 5. 
Golden-crowned Sparrows passed through 
Victoria (over 200), Oct. 11. A fair number now 
winter there regularly (ARD). The first Fox 
Sparrows came to Victoria, Sept. 8; to Seattle, Sept. 
14; and to Blaine, Oct. 25. The first transient 
Lincoln's Sparrows were at Victoria, Sept. 10. They 
were at Seattle from Aug. 30 to Sept. 23 (ZMS, 
VEC); and were noted at Bellevue, Oct. 4 
(WMH).-MARTHA R. FLAHAUT AND ZELLA 
M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University 
of Washington, Seattle. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1953-54 
 
PALOUSE–NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION [No Regional report 
received from this region] 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1953-54 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The mountain region 
saluted Charles W. Lockerbie, of Salt Lake City, 
the dean of our ornithologists, on his 75th 
birthday in January. He continues his active held 
work unabated. Klamath Basin, one of the finest 
ornithological paradises in our nation, is made up 
of four refuges—Upper Klamath, Lower Klamath, 
Tule Lake, and Clear Lake. Just to the north lies 
Klamath Marsh, about the last of the unspoiled 
large marshes in this country. It is in the Klamath 
Indian Reservation. There is talk of breaking up 
these Indian reservations, and if so, we hope the 
Klamath Marsh will become another refuge. There 
is nothing like it remaining in the West. It is not a 
cattail swamp but a great wet meadow teeming 
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with all manner of waterfowl and marsh birds. 
Ken McLeod of Klamath Falls, Ore., leads the 
local forces to preserve this area. The Klamath 
area in general has been long overlooked by the 
traveling ornithological public; it is a candidate for 
one of the finest places in the West, and little-
known Klamath Marsh is some of the best of it. 
More marshlands have recently been added to 
upper Klamath Refuge, which should help the 
Basin. Our warm, dry fall continued on into the 
winter months, and January and February were 
almost the driest and warmest on record in many 
places. March gave some relief and was the 
wintriest month in Wyoming. The weather led to 
large wintering populations of waterfowl and many 
unusual land bird records. Spring migration started 
very early. The migration north started by early 
February at Bear River on Great Salt Lake, two 
weeks ahead of usual. 
 
Waterfowl—At Bear River, Refuge Manager Vanez 
Wilson reported that 300 Whistling Swans 
remained throughout the winter: Klamath had 
6,000. An illness swept through the swan 
population in the Klamath Basin in late February. 
About 200 birds died of what is believed to be 
Coccidiosis. A number were treated at 
O'Donahue's "rest home." The Trumpeter Swan 
was doing well wintering in Jackson Hole in a 
warm spring with a high count of 22 according to 
Jepson, the naturalist at Grand Teton National 
Park. The wintering number of ducks and geese 
due to warm weather was higher than usual over 
the Region. There were up to 95,000 Mallards at 
Deer Flat Refuge in western Idaho (Shaw), and 
15,000 Canada Geese. At Bear River the spring 
buildup had reached over 10,000 for Green-
winged Teal, Pintail, and Mallard by late February. 
The wintering period was so short over most of 
this Region that it is fair to ask: Did we have any 
winter? Wintering Barrow's Golden-eyes were 
reported from Logan Canyon in Northern Utah by 
Stanford and in Jackson Hole. 
 
Hawks.—At Bear River they had a count of 82 
Golden Eagles and 12 Bald Eagles feeding on dead 
carp frozen in the ice at Christmastime. This 
completely dwarfs all other eagle concentrations in 
the Region. The only other concentrations of 
eagles of note were 6 Bald Eagles in southern Utah 
near Zion National Park on Feb. 16 (Leland F. 
Allen); 7 at Alamosa in southern Colorado 
(Armagast) on March 6; and 4 at Durango in 
southwestern Colorado (Oppie Reames). Over the 
Wyoming Plateau the Golden Eagle is a common 
bird but no great concentrations were seen. 
 

Owls.—The only Snowy Owl report from this 
Region was from Casper in central Wyoming 
where one was shot with a bow and arrow in early 
January. Four Burrowing Owls were seen by 
Killpack at Roosevelt in eastern Utah, March 25. 
 
Phoebes, Larks, Ravens, Nuthatches.—Killpack had a 
wintering Say's Phoebe at Roosevelt, Utah, Jan. 16. 
Another at Durango, Colo., during January was 
reported by Reames. There were large 
concentrations of Horned Larks at Bear River 
Marshes, over 6000 in January. The Refuge also 
harbors about 50-75 Ravens in the winter. The 
Pygmy Nuthatch was notably more common in 
the mountains west of Denver this winter (D. M. 
Thatcher). 
 
Waxwings.—The Bohemian Waxwing made one of 
its biggest flights into this Region. Salt Lake City 
had its greatest numbers ever (Lockerbie). Flocks 
of up to 500 at Logan in northern Utah were seen 
by Stanford. The flights spilled over into the Uinta 
Basin in eastern Utah (Killpack) and through 
western Colorado  
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(Carneau) at Grand Junction, where it is a regular 
winter visitant. It did not penetrate into southern 
Colorado (Mesa Verde, Durango, and Alamosa). 
The birds were seen on the Christmas Count West 
of Denver but the many active observers have 
seen none since. The waxwings reached a peak as 
usual in early March in Wyoming (Casper and 
Sheridan) where they are irregular winter visitors 
but this year saw greater flocks than ever before, 
300 at a time. In the Casper area they eat the native 
Buffalo berries in the stream bottomland early in 
the season and then move into town and eat man-
planted berries—Cottoneasters and Russian 
Olives. The Russian Olives last until April and 
occur in profusion. The tameness of these 
northern visitors and their large flocks make a 
great impression on the local residents. In these 
western towns the houses are close together and 
very few birds are seen in urban areas. As a tribute 
to the warm winter Cedar Waxwings were also 
seen early in the season at Grand Junction and in 
Casper on Jan. 1 in mixed flocks with Bohemians. 
 
Starlings.—Lockerbie has given a run-down on the 
increase of the Common Starling in Utah from 
first reports in 1939 to thousands this year. The 
growth in these numbers has been echoed by 
almost every urban observer we have in Wyoming, 
western Colorado, and the rest of Utah. 
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Pinches and Sparrows.—The western Evening 
Grosbeak has been average in numbers in this 
Region, in the northern part of which it is a regular 
winter resident. The Pine Grosbeak was reported 
in greater numbers than usual in the Rockies west 
of Denver (Thatcher); at Casper in central 
Wyoming (OKS); and in Jackson Hole (Jefferson) 
in western Wyoming where it is a regular resident 
and winter visitor. Don Watson, one of our better-
known mountain ornithologists, is Park 
Archaeologist at Mesa Verde in southwestern 
Colorado. He makes a stop at Mesa Verde doubly 
worthwhile. He reports all three species of rosy 
finches present this winter but for a much shorter 
time than usual. They were last seen on Jan. 31, 
two months ahead of their regular northward 
movement. This is the only place in this Region 
where all three species can be seen in winter. A 
number of us feel that Hepburn's Rosy Finch is 
not a valid subspecies but merely a normal 
variation in the Gray-crowned plumage. The name 
ought to be dropped. There has been a significant 
invasion of Common Redpolls. Apparently this 
northern visitor got only as far as Wyoming in 
numbers. All three observers in Wyoming reported 
larger flocks than ever before, up to 100 at Casper 
in March. A few were reported at Nampa in 
western Idaho by Mrs. Shaw. A White-throated 
Sparrow was reported at Georgetown west of 
Denver high in the mountains on Jan. 2 by the 
Christmas Count, a remarkable find.—DR. 
OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, 
Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1953-54 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—
December was moderately warm and dry with 
some high winds The first part of January was 
mild, but with more than the usual precipitation 
The last half brought the only snow of the year, 
which persisted for two weeks, with alternate 
thawing and freezing. February was warm and wet 
with some high winds. March was warm and dry in 
the first half; cool with frost but low humidity in 
the last half. Theed Pearse complained of the 
scarcity of both land and sea birds around Comox 
except in the middle of March, when spawning 
herring drew a large concentration of gulls, and a 
much smaller one of ducks, estimated at 50,000 at 
least. Sample counts showed 90 per cent were 
adult Glaucous-winged Gulls. A marked scarcity of 
dead birds was noted on the ocean beaches in both 
February and March, even Common Murres, 
usually the most abundant species. 
 

Loons through Cormorants.—Arctic Loons were seen 
fairly frequently at Victoria; an uncommon Red-
throated was seen, Feb. 4 (A. R. Davidson). Five 
Red-throated were seen off the north end of 
Vashon Island, Jan. 3 (Zella M. Schultz). A Red-
necked Grebe east of Corvallis, Ore., Jan. 17, was 
unusual at that place (R. E. Phillips). Horned 
Grebes (2) were last seen at Blaine, March 2 
(Lucile H. Kline). Western Grebes seemed to be 
fairly plentiful on Puget Sound and adjoining 
waters. They were present in varying numbers in 
the Seattle area until the end of the period. They 
arrive at Victoria in October and disappear 
gradually in March; on March 22 only 3 were left 
(ARD). The last was seen at Blaine, Feb. 21. At the 
southern end of Hood Canal, Wash., there was a 
raft of about 200, March 17 (Ruby E. Egbert). 
Pelagic Cormorants were beginning to show white 
breeding patches at Victoria, Feb. 18 (C. J. 
Guiguet).  
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Four Whistling Swans flew 
over Corvallis, Jan. 23, and were reported 
wintering at McMinnville, Oreg., (REP). On a 
cruise from Vancouver, B. C., to Queen Charlotte 
Islands and return, Jan. 5 to 8, 59 Whistling Swans 
and 821 Canada Geese were seen (CJG). A few 
Black Brant were found on lower Puget Sound 
during January and February, increasing markedly 
in March, about 400 at Harper, March 18 (Seattle 
Audubon Society). They seemed to remain in the 
waters off southern British Columbia, where the 
migration appeared to be in full swing on Feb. 20 
(CJG). Pearse found them much below normal at 
Comox. Snow Geese (1,000±) were at Boundary 
Bay and the mouth of the Fraser River, B. C., Jan. 
5 (CJG). An estimated 30,000 were on Skagit River 
flats, Feb. 21 (Seattle Audubon Society). Common 
Mallard (2,800±) were at the mouth of the Fraser 
River, Jan. 5 (CJG); over 100 were counted at 
Comox the last of March (Theed Pearse). A count 
of approximately 20,000 waterfowl off Boundary 
Bay, Jan. 5, included Mallards mentioned, plus 732 
Pintails, 1,000 Am. Widgeon, 565 Greater Scaup, 
50 Buffleheads, 38 Old-squaws, 4 Am. Golden-
eyes, 470 scoters and 11,000 unidentified as to 
species. In addition to the geese and swans 
mentioned, 726 Mallards, 120 Am. Widgeon, 40 
Buffleheads, 46 Greater Scaup, 432 Am. Golden-
eyes, 4,223 scoters and 1,200 Old-squaws were 
counted on a round trip to the Queen Charlotte 
Islands (CJG). A few Pintails were still at Blaine, 
March 22; the only Green-winged Teal seen was 
on Feb. 9; a few Am. Widgeon were present from 
Jan. 29 to March 16 (LHK). Am. Widgeon were at 
Longview (270), March 18; at Clear Lake near 
Tenino, Wash., March 21; and at Comox at the 
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end of the period. The occasional European 
Widgeon was reported on Lake Washington the 
last of November. Mrs. Schultz thinks they may 
come in earlier but are not recognized until they 
assume full plumage. Greater Scaup were still at 
Blaine, March 22, and at Seattle on March 28. Two 
Lesser Scaup (uncommon) were collected at 
Victoria, Jan. 29 (CJG) and one was brought to 
Davidson, March 6. Am. Golden-eyes seemed 
more plentiful around Seattle (Seattle Audubon  
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Society) and were courting from Dec. 27 through 
the end of the period (ZMS). There were some 
around Blaine on March 22, but the wintering 
birds had moved north at Comox by the end of 
March. Old-squaw were in small numbers off 
Victoria, Jan. 29, in winter plumage and courting 
(CJG). A large number of scoters stopped in at 
Comox the last of November, possibly due to 
stormy weather. There were large numbers of Am. 
Scoters at Crescent Beach, B. C., Dec. 29, unusual 
in that area (M. W. Holden); and a female was seen 
at Alki, Seattle, March 28. Ruddy Ducks (200±) 
were seen at Olympia, Jan. 31 (REE). 
 
Birds of Prey.—Two Turkey Vultures came into 
Victoria from the hills on March 21 (ARD). Bald 
Eagles were wintering as usual in northwestern 
Washington, and observers noted more of both 
Bald Eagles and local hawks than usual in the 
Puget Sound area. 
 
Shorebirds.—On Chatham Island, off S.E. 
Vancouver Island, a Black Oyster-catcher was seen 
Jan. 29, a few more Feb. 7, and they were courting 
madly on Feb. 18 (CJG). Killdeer were in large 
numbers in fields near Corvallis, Oreg., during 
January and February (REP). They were moving 
north through western Washington at night the 
second week in February (ZMS). A few Black-
bellied Plover were at Victoria, Dec. 28 to March 
20 (ARD). They were moving north at Chatham 
Island, Feb. 18; Black Turnstones were in numbers 
at Chatham Island, Jan. 29, and were moving 
north, Feb. 18 (CJG). One Ruddy Turnstone was 
collected at Westport, March 21 (Garrett Eddy). 
East of Corvallis on Jan. 16, during a heavy snow, 
30 Wilson's Snipe were counted (REP, Edward 
Hansen). A Hudsonian Curlew on Chatham 
Island, Feb. 11, was probably the bird that 
wintered (CJG). One Spotted Sandpiper was seen 
at Victoria, Jan. 4 (ARD), and one at Harper, 
Kitsap Co., Jan. 3 (ZMS). Six Greater Yellow-legs 
were at Chatham Island, Jan. 29; 20 Greater and 
Lesser were seen on Feb. 11, and the Greater were 

moving north on Feb. 18 (CJG). Rock Sandpipers 
(7) were at Victoria, Jan. 9, and 70 Red-backed on 
Jan. 29 (ARD). At Chatham Island, Jan. 29, several 
small flocks of sandpipers thought to be Red-
backed were moving north. The usual immense 
mixed flocks of Red-backs and Sanderlings were 
present along the ocean beaches of Grays Harbor 
in February and March (ZMS). More Sanderlings 
than usual were seen along the shore at Seattle, 45 
to 100 being seen (Violet E. Cannon). One 
Sanderling at Victoria, Jan. 12, was the only one 
seen by Davidson. 
 
Gulls and Alcids.—There was the greatest number 
of Glaucous-winged Gulls at Comox following 
spawning herring that Pearse had ever seen. They 
also appeared more numerous than usual in 
Seattle. On Greater Chain Island, off S.E. 
Vancouver Island, they were beginning to pair and 
establish territories on Feb. 18 (CJG). One 
(Thayer's) Herring Gull was seen at Seattle, Jan. 2 
(GE and Wm. Rourke). One wintered at Green 
Lake, Seattle, a less mature individual than the one 
that wintered in 1952-53 (ZMS). At least a dozen 
Herring Gulls were seen at Westport, Grays 
Harbor. March 20-21 (ZMS). There were 12 
California Gulls at Victoria, Feb. 24 (ARD), and 
one juvenile wintered at Green Lake, Seattle 
(ZMS). An estimated 500 Short-billed Gulls were 
following the herring at Comox in the middle of 
March, and a few were still around Blaine, March 
22, and Seattle, March 28; some were acquiring 
breeding plumage. This gull is only slightly less 
common than the Glaucous-winged in the Seattle 
region during the winter. Six Bonaparte's Gulls 
were seen at Victoria on Dec. 28 (ARD) and small 
numbers were present about Seattle to the end of 
the period, still in winter plumage. Large numbers 
of Ancient Murrelets were strung out between 
Chain and Chatham Islands, Jan. 29 to Feb. 7; 
none were seen on Feb. 18 (CJG). Cassin's Auklets 
(10 to 15) and 6 to 8 Rhinoceros Auklets were in 
the main channel off S.E. Vancouver Island, Jan. 
29. No Cassin's Auklets were seen, Feb. 18; one 
Cassin's Auklet, scarce in Puget Sound, was 
brought in from Bremerton on Feb. 18. 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—The usual number of 
Band-tailed Pigeons wintered about Seattle. A 
flock of about 100 was seen at Bellevue, E of 
Seattle, the last of November (W. H. Ransom) and 
5 were at Olympia, Feb. 27 (REE). Small flocks of 
Mourning Doves were seen all winter at Corvallis, 
75 being the largest number, Jan. 14 (REP). A 
scarcity of Short-eared Owls was apparent. A 
Rufous Hummingbird was seen at Victoria, Jan. 6, 
and again on Jan. 19 (the last time reported) 
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(ARD). One was seen at Seattle during the week of 
Jan. 17, in a yard with full-blooming Prunus 
subbirtella autumnalis near a thick western cedar tree 
(Mrs. H. E. Zimmerman). A Yellow-shafted 
Flicker was brought in to the museum in January. 
Hybrids are not uncommon, but true Yellow-
shafts are scarce in this area. Two Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers came into Victoria on Jan. 19, after a 
blizzard on the 15th, and several were reported in 
Seattle during the two weeks of snow in January. 
 
Chickadees through Starlings.—Black-capped 
Chickadees were numerous in the Seattle area 
(Vivian Thorne and Emily Haig). House Wrens 
were seen at Longview in December and January 
(Allen and Arline Lintecum). Varied Thrushes 
came into towns during the cold weather in 
January, but most of them left as soon as the 
weather moderated. Hermit Thrushes (4) were 
seen at Victoria on Jan. 18—a few overwinter 
regularly (ARD). One was seen at Harper, Jan. 3 
(VT, EH); 4 came to a feeder at Longview, Jan. 18 
to Feb. 4 (Lintecum); one was seen on Vashon 
Island, March 28 (ZMS). Seven Western Bluebirds 
were at Victoria, Jan. 3 (ARD) and 6 were captured 
at Bremerton during the deep snow in January. 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were scarce until 
January; they became numerous after the first; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets seemed to be more 
numerous than last year, and were in song at the 
end of the period (VT, EH). The Common 
Starling continued its steady advance. In Linn Co., 
Oreg., 400 were seen Jan. 17, and 200 to 300 on 
Feb. 21 at another place (REP, EH). One was seen 
at Fort Lawton Field, Seattle, Jan. 2, with robins 
and meadowlarks (GE, WR). At Redmond, King 
Co.,  
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Wash., 9 were seen, Feb. 26 (VT, EH). Mrs. Kline 
had her first record at Blaine, Jan. 17 and 19, and 
Pearse reported 3 in a garden at Comox, with one 
reported every now and then. 
 
Warblers.—An Orange-crowned Warbler was at a 
food station in Seattle, Jan. 5. Wintering 
Townsend's Warblers were reported quite 
frequently in Seattle and Longview. A Black-
capped Warbler showed up at Davidson's house in 
Victoria, Dec. 23, in the company of the flock of 
Golden-crowned Kinglets. 
 
Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks flocked to Comox, 
Corvallis and Longview during the cold weather. 
Heavy maple seed and berry-shrub crops held 
them at Longview throughout the period. Pine 

Siskins were reported in large numbers at Seattle 
and Longview. One Red Crossbill at Victoria on 
Jan. 1 was the only one seen by Davidson; small 
flocks were seen several times in Snohomish Co. 
by Mrs. Schultz. Purple Finches were very 
numerous in favorable areas, the flocks containing 
a large percentage of full-colored males. House 
Finches (35) were at Longview, March 17, and a 
few wintered south of Seattle. A Savannah 
Sparrow was seen at Victoria, Jan. 4 (ARD) and 4 
belonging to one of the large northern races were 
seen at Westport, March 21 (ZMS). The unusual 
Am. Tree Sparrow (3) was noted at Bellevue, Jan. 
31 (W. M. Hagenstein). White-crowned and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows wintered sparingly. 
There was a spectacular influx of Fox Sparrows in 
the Comox area during the cold in January. H. M. 
Laing reported 25 near his house; 2 definite types 
were noted. They left with the end of the cold. A 
Lincoln's Sparrow was noted at Victoria, Jan. 29 
(ARD). At Seattle a Snow Bunting was identified 
by Garrett Eddy at the West Point Light in 
December. The lighthouse keeper saw 4 at another 
time.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. 
SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1954 
 
PALOUSE–NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION [No Regional report 
received from this region] 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1954 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The past few years 
have seen a steady rise in the bird clubs in this 
Region although all are totally independent of one 
another. This spring saw the organization of a new 
one, the Wyoming Audubon Society in Casper. 
Now every state in this Region, except Nevada, 
has at least one bird club. The drought and 
warmth continued in this Region. The migration 
was early until May when snow, rain, and cold 
started retarding the later migration so that in the 
northern part it was not complete by May 31. 
 
Ibises and Cranes.—The White-faced Ibis made an 
unusual incursion into this area. Starting in the 
Great Salt Lake region, where it is a regular 
visitant, a high of 200 were seen at Bear River 
Marshes. Seventy-five were seen near Vernal in 
eastern Utah, April 9, by Thorne—the highest 
number ever seen in that area. Reames found one 
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near Durango on May 9; Warkley had one at 
Ocean Lake in central Wyoming on May 21; and 
Gage had one at Casper, May 31. These last two 
observations are most unusual. Thompson 
reported 4 Sandhill Cranes in Northeastern Utah, 
April 10. 
 
Waterfowl.—The waterfowl migration was 2 to 3 
weeks early. As usual the greatest concentrations 
were reported by Vanez Wilson from Bear River 
Refuge. The peak number was of Pintail, 72,000 
on March 18; next, Green-winged Teal 30,800 on 
April 9; and Mallard and Scaup 10,000 each, March 
18 and April 9; other waterfowl were in lesser 
numbers. The peak of swans was 2,100 on March 
18. The spring movement was spread over a 
longer period this year, but the total number of 
waterfowl moving through was about the same as 
in the past few years. The amateur ornithologist 
who goes west without seeing Bear River Marshes 
is like the fellow who goes to New York during 
migration without going to Central Park. 
Thompson reported 2 Blue Geese on Farmington 
Bay, farther down Great Salt Lake, on March 15. 
On April 20 he had 2 Hooded Mergansers near 
Provo in central Utah. These were the only 
unusual records of waterfowl. 
 
Hawks.—Floyd Thompson, the U.S. game 
management agent in Salt Lake City, reported an 
increasing number of Bald Eagles in Utah during 
the past 7 years. The first encouraging report of a 
hawk we have had, always in the past only 
decreases have been reported. John Brandt found 
a nest of the Bald Eagle along the cliffs of the Rio 
Grande in southern Colorado in April. 
 
Shorebirds.—The shorebird migration was much as 
usual. Fewer Mountain Plover than previously 
were found on their breeding ground, May 11, on 
Route 20 in the Big Horn Basin (OKS). The high 
report of Am. Avocets was 3,500 at Farmington 
Bay on April 4 (Thompson). Eight Black-necked 
Stilts got as far north as Nampa, Idaho, April 22 
(Shaw). The high for Long-billed Curlew was 150 
at the Bear River Marshes on April 21; and 150 
Baird's Sandpipers on April 7 in the same area. 
The Red Knot, a most  
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unusual shorebird in this Region, showed up with 
2 seen at Farmington Bay by Lockerbie, May 8, 
and one at Casper, Wyo., on May 30 (OKS). 
Wilson's Phalarope continues the most common 
breeding shorebird. The Northern Phalarope is a 

regular migrant in Wyoming with a high of 100 
seen at Ocean Lake (Wyoming Audubon Society). 
 
Owls.—Brandt found 9 nests of the Horned Owl 
along the river bottoms in San Luis valley near 
Alamosa in southern Colorado. This points to the 
idea this can be done almost anywhere in the 
cottonwood river bottoms of this Region, where 
the Horned Owl is actually a very common bird. 
 
Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers.—Poor-wills were reported 
by Don Thatcher in Genesee Mt. Park west of 
Denver on May 31, and by Don Watson at Mesa 
Verde National Park on May 7. Mrs. Shaw 
reported a Pileated Woodpecker from Warm Lake 
north of Nampa, Idaho, on May 23. 
 
Perching Birds.—Lockerbie had a Bewick's Wren on 
May 31. Am. Robins were reported in flocks by 
the 1000 in Utah in April—a very large migration 
(Lockerbie). The Bohemian Waxwing left most of 
the Region by early April. The warbler migration 
was as undistinguished as usual although Watson 
had more Virginia's Warblers than ever before at 
Mesa Verde National Park. He reported far more 
species of warbler (11) than from any other part of 
this whole Region. In general, if Bear River is the 
place to see water birds, then Mesa Verde with 
Don Watson, the Park Archeologist, is the best 
place to see land birds. Oppie Reames had a 
Myrtle Warbler at Durango for her first in the 
Region. However, Watson reported the bird 
regularly from Mesa Verde. Lockerbie had an Am. 
Redstart at Salt Lake, the first observation there in 
14 years. Moving east to central Wyoming, the 
Am. Redstart is almost a regular migrant but the 
adult male black plumage has not been seen 
(OKS).—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th 
St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1954 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April 
was generally cooler than normal, with more 
precipitation. May was very nearly normal in all 
respects, except for a cold snap at the first of the 
month. H. M. Laing of Comox kindly substituted 
for Theed Pearse, who was in Europe. Mrs. 
Schultz thought there was a greater abundance of 
small land birds in Washington than she had ever 
seen. Garrett Eddy observed a wave of warblers at 
Seattle the equal of any he had seen in the East. 
This occurred on May 4 and 5, correlated with an 
easing of cold weather in the south. Solitary and 
Warbling Vireos, Orange-crowned, Nashville, 
Black-throated Gray, Townsend's and Black-
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capped Warblers were involved. Usually migration 
waves do not occur in this Region. 
 
Loons, Grebes.—At Seattle on May Garrett Eddy 
saw 4 Red-throated Loons in winter plumage, and 
2 Horned Grebes in spring plumage. Over 300 
Western Grebes were at Seattle, May 8 (GE), and 
the last seen at Blaine was on May 18 (Lucile H. 
Kline). 
 
Swans, Geese.—Whistling Swans flew over Comox, 
Vancouver Island, April 29 (C. Estlin, fide Laing). 
At Corvallis, Oreg., about 800 Canada Geese 
passed over low on April 22 (R. E. Phillips). Two 
large flocks were flying low over NE Seattle, early 
April 27, just after recession of strong NE and 
NW winds (Grace Olsen). Other flocks were 
migrating at Seattle, April 29 (Violet E. Cannon). 
(Cackling) Canada Geese (300± minima) flew low 
over Corvallis, April 23 (REP), and about 35 were 
at Grays Harbor, Wash., May 16 (ZMS). A flock of 
around 50 White-fronted Geese flew low over 
Seattle, April 25; 13 were noted, April 26 (VEC). 
They were heard at Victoria, April 25 and 26 (C. J. 
Guiguet). About 200 came to Comox, April 30 
(HML). Black Brant moved from bays at Blaine, 
March 8. At Comox, they were on the move from 
April 2 (Strong SE wind) to April 14, with about 
2,000, April 9. They left Seattle by May 12, but 
over 1,000 were seen at Grays Harbor, Wash., May 
13 (Vivian Thorne), and about 800 were seen at 
Tillamook, Oreg., May 15 (REP). 
 
Ducks.—The last Pintails (12) were seen at Blaine, 
April 17 (LHK). A pair of Blue-winged Teal, 
unusual at Victoria, was seen by A. E. Davidson 
and others. Ten male European Widgeons and a 
few females supposed to be of this species were at 
Longview, Wash., from Nov. 26 to April 10 (A. B. 
Lintecum). Two pairs of Wood Ducks were near 
Comox, April 25, where several hundred Greater 
Scaup on April 3 had increased to about 1000 on 
April 5, drawn by spawning herring. There were 
over 50 Greater Scaup at one beach at Seattle, May 
8 (GE). The last Greater Scaup were seen at 
Blaine, May 11, but the Lesser had gone by March 
30. The last Am. Golden-eye was seen at Blaine, 
May 2, and  
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at Seattle, May 8. Buffleheads left Blaine, April 21. 
By April 25 most of the ducks wintering at 
Victoria had gone, leaving only Old-squaws, 
Buffleheads, and scaup; a month later all had gone, 
except some Harlequins. At Victoria it seems that 
it is only the immature and non-breeding 

Harlequins which remain all summer. There were 
about 100 White-winged Scoters at Seattle on May 
8 (GE). 
 
Vultures, Hawks.—A Turkey Vulture at Grays 
Harbor, and another near Shelton, Wash., May 16, 
are worthy of mention (ZMS). An adult Goshawk 
northeast of Victoria, May 18, was the first seen 
for some time (CJG). The first Osprey of the 
season was seen at Comox, April 10. Three Marsh 
Hawks were seen at Victoria, April 28 (ARD). 
 
Cranes, Coots.—A flock of Sandhill Cranes was 
reported passing Comox, April 16 (J. Hames, fide 
Laing). Over 100 wintering Am. Coots at Camas, 
east of Vancouver, Wash., had dwindled to a few 
by May 1 (A. C. and H. F. Roberts). The last coots 
were seen at Blaine on April 13. 
 
Shorebirds.—Ringed Plover and Ruddy Turnstones 
were abundant at Grays Harbor, May 15. Black-
bellied Plover (20 to 30) were also seen there, 
mostly in winter plumage (ZMS). Black 
Turnstones (8) were seen at Grays Harbor, May 4 
(Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Boggs); one at Cannon Beach, 
Oreg., May 15 (REP), and one on the southeast 
coast of Vancouver Island, May 13 (CJG). Two 
Wilson's Snipe were noted at Comox, April 5; 72 
on April 16. Long-billed Curlews (8) were seen at 
Grays Harbor, May 13 (Vivian Thorne). 
Hudsonian Curlews were listed at Victoria, April 
29; at Blaine and Grays Harbor, May 5; and again 
at Grays Harbor, May 15. A pair of Solitary 
Sandpipers, unusual at Victoria, was seen, May 2 
(ARD). Both Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs were 
plentiful on tidal ponds in South Seattle by April 
18 (VEC). The first Greater Yellow-legs were at 
Blaine, March 30; they increased, April 14, and 
were reduced to 2 on May 13. They were first seen 
at Comox, April 13. About 200 Red Knots were 
counted at Grays Harbor, May 1 (Wm. Goodge); 
they had dwindled to a few, May 13 (VT). Four 
Rock Sandpipers were seen there on May 4 
(RMB). Least Sandpipers were at Comox, April 25. 
There were only a few at Grays Harbor, May 1, 
but they were present in hundreds, May 13. At 
Blaine there were about 2000 Red-backed 
Sandpipers, April 13; 150± on May 12. At Grays 
Harbor, approximately 1,000 were noted, May 15 
(ZMS). Four Dowitchers were seen at Victoria, 
May 2 (ARD), and two fair-sized flocks at Grays 
Harbor, May 13 (VY). Western Sandpipers passed 
through the Seattle area from April 4 to May 9 
(VEC). At Grays Harbor, there were over 1200, 
May 4 (RMB); in the hundreds, May 13 (VT); but 
only a few, May 15 (ZMS). The first Westerns 
were at Victoria, April 28. Sanderlings (1000±) 
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were at Grays Harbor, May 15 (ZMS), and 4 were 
seen at Seattle (uncommon), May 8 (GE). 
Wandering Tattlers (4) were seen at Grays Harbor, 
May 4 (RMB). At least 100 Short-billed Gulls were 
at Seattle, April 23 (ZMS); the last were at Blaine, 
April 28. Bonaparte's Gulls were numerous on 
Lake Washington, in breeding plumage, May 1 
(ZMS); and 11 were noted at Blaine, May 3 and 4. 
A rare Caspian Tern was seen at the south end of 
Hoods Canal, Wash., May 14 (VT). 
 
Pigeons through Woodpeckers.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
were recorded as follows: first appearance at 
Comox, April 16; at Blaine, May 2; and at Camas 
(75±), May 9. A Black Swift was seen at Bellevue, 
May 14 (W. M. Hagenstein). Vaux's Swifts arrived 
at Blue River, 40 miles NE of Eugene, Oreg., May 
2 (REP); at Bellevue, May 9 (WMH); at Puyallup, 
Wash., May 14 (VEC); and at Victoria, May 30 
(ARD). Rufous Hummingbirds were at Longview, 
March 5; at Seattle, March 21; and were plentiful 
on Vashon Island, west of Seattle, March 28. The 
first male reached Victoria, April 1, and the first 
female was recognized on April 12, although 50 
plus were in a cherry tree, April 11. At Comox, the 
first male Rufous Hummingbird was seen, April 
11; the first female, April 19. There was a flight of 
25 Lewis's Woodpeckers at Corvallis, April 23 
(REP). Apparently increasing in western 
Washington, they were seen south of Tacoma, 
May 9 (VEC); at Bellevue, May 5 (WMH); and at 
Seattle, May 8 (GE). 
 
Flycatchers, Swallows.—Traill's Flycatchers were 
reported at Seattle, May 18; at Blaine, May 26; and 
Victoria, May 28. Western Flycatchers were at 
Seattle, April 22, and at Victoria, April 27. The 
Western Wood Pewee was first seen at Victoria, 
May 16. The irregular Hammond's Flycatcher was 
noted at Seattle, May 1 (Schultz and Henretty). 
Olive-sided Flycatchers were at the Tacoma 
prairies, May 14; at Grays Harbor and Victoria, 
May 16. Both Mrs. Schultz and Mrs. Kline thought 
Violet-green Swallows were much more numerous. 
They were at Seattle, March 12; Camas, March 13; 
Longview, March 17; Blaine, March 22; and 
Comox, April 10. Mrs. Kline reported a wave of 
Violet-greens at Pt. Roberts, Wash., near the 
Canadian border, about April 9. A few Tree 
Swallows were at Camas, Feb. 25. They were at 
Bellevue, Feb. 28, and were first seen at Blaine, 
April 15. They were in numbers at Victoria by 
March 14. Barn Swallows first came to Longview, 
March 20 (ABL) ; were seen at several places in 
King Co., Wash., April 18; Bellingham, April 24 
(ZMS); Blaine, April 27; and Victoria, April 29. 
Cliff Swallows were at Bellevue and Blaine, April 

11; Seattle, April 18; and at Camas, April 26. 
Rough-winged Swallows were at Victoria, April 17; 
Seattle, April 18; Camas, April 26; and at Bellevue, 
May 23. Purple Martins were at nest sites at 
Comox, April 18; and in downtown Seattle, April 
21 (Mrs. J. I. Colwell). 
 
Creepers, Wrens, Thrushes.—A Brown Creeper was 
seen at Comox, April 19; almost rare now, they 
formerly nested. House Wrens were at the Tacoma 
prairies by May 14 (VEC); and were first seen at 
Victoria, May 16 (ARD). The peak of Hermit 
Thrushes through Seattle was in the week of April 
25 (VEC). They were first seen at Camas, May 1. 
Thrushes, probably Hermits judging from the 
dates, were at Longview, April 7; Victoria, April 
17; and Blaine, April 18. The Olive-backed arrives 
two to three weeks later. They were noted at 
Bellevue, April 27; and at Seattle and Camas, May 
10. The first  
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migrant Western Bluebirds were seen at Blaine, 
April 13, and on the east coast of Vancouver 
Island, April 3 (J. Stainer, fide Guiguet). Two 
unusual Mountain Bluebirds were seen at Blaine, 
April 13. Townsend's Solitaires were coming to the 
Seattle area, April 18 to 30 (VEC); the first was 
seen at Blaine, April 28. Water Pipits were at 
Bellevue, April 18; at Victoria, May 3; and at 
Blaine, May 5. About 40 were seen near Comox, 
April 25. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—A big wave of vireos and 
warblers at Seattle was reported in the 
introduction. The first Solitary Vireos were at 
Victoria, April 9; at Seattle, April 20; and at 
Comox, April 23. Warbling Vireos came to 
Victoria, April 15 (ARD), and to Seattle, April 25 
(VEC). Orange-crowned Warblers were first noted 
at Seattle and Bellevue, April 4 (RMB, WMH); at 
Victoria (numerous), April 17; Comox, April 23; 
and Blaine, April 27. Yellow Warblers were at 
Longview, April 19; Victoria, April 27 (CJG); but 
were not noted at Seattle until May 1 (ZMS); 
Bellevue, May 9; and Blaine, May 7. The peak of 
Myrtle Warbler migration through Seattle was 
about April 24 (VEC); and a few were still there, 
May 1 (ZMS). The first Audubon's (1 pair) were at 
Comox, April 11; and at Blaine, April 17. The 
height of the Audubon's migration at Victoria was 
on May 1, but not so many were seen; a few 
Myrtles were also seen, May 1 (ARD). The first 
Townsend's Warblers were at Victoria, April 17. 
One Hermit Warbler was seen at Seattle, April 12 
(RMB). Macgillivray's Warblers were on the 



Northwest	  Field	  Notes	  Annotated,	  1948-‐1955	  

Tacoma prairies, May 14 (VEC). They arrived at 
Victoria, May 16. Common Yellowthroats were 
first reported at Bellevue, April 18 (WMH); and at 
Seattle, April 24 (VEC). Black-capped Warblers 
were at Longview, April 30; Seattle, May 1; 
Victoria, May 2; and Blaine, May 7. 
 
Blackbirds through Tanagers.—There were several 
occurrences of Yellow-headed Blackbirds (rare 
on the west side). Two were seen at Blaine, April 
22; at least one female in Seattle, April 24 to the 
end of the period (VEC and RMB); and a male at 
Westport, May 3 (RMB). A Brown-headed 
Cowbird was seen at Seattle, May 15, by Mrs. G. 
C. Henretty, who knows it well. A Bullock's 
Oriole was at Bellevue from May 14 to the end of 
the period (WMH). Mrs. Schultz had never seen so 
many Western Tanagers, on both sides of the 
Cascade Mountains. First arrivals were: Longview, 
April 3; Camas, May 3; Seattle, May 4; and 
Victoria, May 16. 
 
Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks came to Seattle, 
May 1; to Bellevue, May 8; and to Victoria, May 
28. Mrs. Schultz is of the opinion that non-
breeding Evening Grosbeaks wander all year; 
hence it is difficult to show a pattern by dates. 
They were at Corvallis, Oreg., in hundreds until 
May 3, then thinned out, with 40 counted on May 
31 (REP). About 160 were at Longview from May 
23 to the end of the period. They were abundant 
northeast of Nanaimo, B. C., April 11 (Stainer). 
Casual at Victoria, 5 were seen, May 9 (ARD). A 
male House Finch in South Seattle, April 10, was 
probably on territory (ZMS); and 1 male and 2 
females were seen, May 9 (RMB). Pine Siskins 
wander widely in winter. If not present in a 
particular locality all the time, they come in with 
the blooming of dandelions. This is true also of 
Am. Goldfinches. Cold weather delayed 
development of dandelions this year; hence the 
two species were late in many places. The first 
Pine Siskins came to Blaine, April 23, and there 
were about 500 on April 27. A few Am. 
Goldfinches normally winter in the Seattle area; 
the migrants were extremely late (ZMS). They first 
came to Blaine, April 20, but were not common 
until May 2. The first date for Victoria was April 
27; and for Seattle, May 8 (GE). 
 
Sparrows.—From collected specimens of Savannah 
Sparrows, Mrs. Schultz thinks that birds passing 
through in late April and May are northern-nesting 
subspecies. We have such diverse reports as: 
Camas, May 3 and 10; Blaine, March 29 and May 
12; Seattle, April 11 and May 1. The subspecies 
brooksi was nesting at Victoria, April 17, where the 

first transient was seen, April 25, and the last, May 
15 (ARD). They were "numerous" at Comox, 
April 16 (Hames, fide Laing). The first Vesper 
Sparrows were at Camas, April 27, and at the 
Tacoma prairies, May 9. Two Slate-colored Juncos 
(ssp. hyemalis) were banded by Mrs. Kline at Blaine, 
April 16. Chipping Sparrows are very local in 
distribution on the west side. They arrived at 
Victoria, April 13; and at Blaine, April 15 
(common on April 27;; 31 banded). Other reports 
were: Bellevue, April 17; Seattle, April 20; Camas 
and Comox, April 22. There was a strong 
movement at Seattle, May 4 and 5 (GE). The rare 
Harris's Sparrow was seen at Fall City, King Co., 
Wash., April 18, by Hagenstein and others. The 
first White-crowned Sparrows were seen at 
Longview and Blaine, April 1; at Bellevue and 
Victoria, April 6; Camas, April 21. There was also 
a movement through Seattle the last of April 
(VEC). A few of the Gambel's subspecies were 
passing through Seattle from April 4 to May 20. 
Both subspecies were heard in proximity, May 1 
(ZMS). Twenty-three Gambel's were banded at 
Blaine: the first on April 28, the last, May 19. 
Golden-crowned Sparrows were passing through 
Seattle from April 11 to May 22 (VEC). 
Hagenstein reported more on the east side of Lake 
Washington than in any other year. The first was 
seen at Blaine, April 22 (common from May 1 to 
11). At Victoria, about 50 were around Davidson's 
home from May 5 to 13. Lintecum reported the 
height of migration at Longview on May 10. Fox 
Sparrows were also more numerous at Bellevue 
than any other year. They were gathering in groups 
in Seattle, April 4, and gradually left before May 1 
(VEC). There was another movement through 
Seattle, May 4 and 5 (GE). The last Fox Sparrow 
was seen at Blaine. April 17, and at Victoria, May 
4. One Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Blaine, April 
29; and 3 at Victoria, May 2. One Lapland 
Longspur was seen at Grays Harbor, May 4 and 5 
(RMB).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA 
M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University 
of Washington, Seattle. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1954 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Beginning with the 
February 1955 issue, the new regional editor for 
this area will be: Mr. Thomas Rogers, 1306 Dakota 
Avenue, Libby, Mont. Copy for records of the Fall 
Migration Season should be sent to him at the 
above address on or before December 5th. 
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The Nesting Season, 1954 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The drought of the 
past year continued over some of this Region and 
parts were declared disaster areas, whereupon it 
started to rain more than usual. Elsewhere over 
this Region conditions were normal and no rain 
fell. Ken McLeod reported from the Klamath 
Basin in Oregon that the Bureau of Reclamation 
has come up with a hundred million dollar project 
for the basin. This threatens the beautiful 
unspoiled marshes remaining in that part of the 
country which teem with wildlife. These include 
Sycan Marsh, Klamath Marsh, and Sprague River 
Valley. The bill removing federal control from the 
Klamath Indian Reservation is almost through 
Congress and releases the Klamath Marsh for 
exploitation. It is high time the forces for 
conservation became better organized to slow 
down the Bureau. In general, the breeding season 
this year was very similar to last year. More 
information on the incursion of the White-faced 
Ibis was reported by Branson with 7 summering, 
but not breeding, birds in the Klamath Basin. 
 
Waterfowl.—Three nesting sites of the Trumpeter 
Swan were found in Grand Teton National Park, 
Wyo., this season, instead of the usual one (Carl 
Jepson, park naturalist). On May 31, Floyd 
Thompson, U. S. Game Management Agent in 
Utah, saw a  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 8, Number 5..354 
 
Ross's Goose at Salt Springs in western Utah. We 
have reports from two of the great waterfowl 
nesting areas in this region. Vanez Wilson at Bear 
River Refuge on the upper end of Great Salt Lake 
reported the waterfowl nesting population down 
somewhat from last year, in spite of weather and 
water conditions being favorable—by June 1 they 
had 298 broods of Canada Geese—on July 29 they 
counted 161 broods of Redheads and 143 broods 
of Gadwall; from Tule Lake and Lower Klamath 
in the Klamath Basin, Branson reported 
production of Canada Geese up 73 per cent, 
Mallard, Redhead and Am. Coot up considerably, 
Gadwall down over 80 per cent and the total duck 
production down slightly. The peak of waterfowl 
hatching was two weeks advanced. He had the first 
positive record of Green-winged Teal and Ring-
necked Duck nesting in that area. Lockerbie 
reported a Redhead just off the nest with 22 chicks 
at Farmington Bay down the Lake from Bear 
River. Three weeks later this family was still intact. 
 

Gallinaceous Birds.—The White-tailed Ptarmigan 
was breeding three weeks earlier than usual in 
Colorado. Young several days old were seen in the 
Wasatch Range at 13,700 feet elevation on July 3 
by Clyde Weatherford. On July 8, Don Thatcher 
had young almost 2 weeks old on Trail Ridge in 
Rocky Mountain Park and at Loveland Pass, Colo. 
 
Shorebirds, Gulls.—The Mountain Plover was found 
breeding in several new localities in central 
Wyoming by Warkley. The Bear River Marshes 
reported 4821 nests of the California Gull, an 
increase over last year. 
 
Swifts, Flycatchers, Verdins.—H. H. Jeter and R. G. 
Beidleman reported 3 Black Swifts in Rocky 
Mountain National Park on June 22. Lockerbie 
recorded more breeding Eastern Kingbirds than 
he has ever found before in the Salt Lake valley. In 
the Great Sand Dunes National Monument in the 
San Luis Valley, central southern Colorado, Mrs. 
Armagast reported an Olive-sided Flycatcher, July 
10, seen by an Adams State summer class in 
ornithology. The same class had a Verdin on July 
17, a very unusual record. 
 
Wrens, Thrushes.—Lockerbie found a Bewick's 
Wren at Eureka in central Utah, his 9th record in 
24 years. Mr. Lockerbie thinks that the building of 
homes with more lawns, fruit trees, and 
ornamental trees has been the cause of the great 
increase in the thrush population that he has been 
observing over the years in the Salt Lake Valley. 
The Mountain Bluebird was reported down in 
numbers by several observers: Mrs. Waltman in 
Sheridan, Wyo.; Warkley in Casper, Wyo.; and 
Lockerbie at Salt Lake City. 
 
Warblers, Orioles.—On June 26, Mrs. Philip 
Hendrickson and Mrs. Lambertsen had a male 
Bay-breasted Warbler at Rawlins, Wyo.—a new 
species for the State. They also saw a Black and 
White Warbler. H. H. Jeter had an Oven-bird in an 
aspen grove in Rocky Mountain National Park on 
June 21, a first record in the Park. Lockerbie 
reported a Scott's Oriole in Topaz Canyon in a 
desert mountain range in central western Utah. 
 
Finches and Longspurs.—Mrs. Carman noted her first 
pair of nesting Blue Grosbeaks at Grand Junction, 
Colo. The Brown-capped Rosy Finch was found 
nesting a month early at Loveland Pass by R. J. 
Niedrach on June 19. John Warkley of Casper, 
Wyo., traced the breeding range of the McCown's 
Longspur from the town of Laramie, Wyo., north 
over the Laramie Plains, where it is abundant, to 
the foothills of the Big Horn Mountains.—DR. 
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OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, 
Wyo. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1954 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June 
and July were generally cool and cloudy, 
interspersed with short periods of warmer weather. 
Some observers thought the nesting was about 
normal; others felt it was unfavorable for those 
species which nest in April and May. From the 
dates on which observers first reported young 
birds, it is difficult to tell whether they represent 
second broods, or re-nestings after the loss of the 
first nest. Normally the following species 
mentioned in this report raise more than one 
brood in this Region: Killdeer, Rufous 
Hummingbird, Traill's and Western Flycatchers, 
Barn Swallow, Black-capped and Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees, Bushtit, Bewick's Wren, Western 
Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Orange-
crowned and Audubon's Warblers, Spotted 
Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, Oregon Junco, 
White-crowned and Song Sparrows. 
 
Grebes, Cormorants.—A young Pied-billed Grebe 
was seen at Bellevue, east of Seattle, June 24 (W. 
M. Hagenstein). At Victoria, 30 nests with eggs of 
Pelagic Cormorants were noted, June 23 (A. R. 
Davidson). 
 
Geese, Ducks.—Downy young Canada Geese were 
seen on water in Lake District, Vancouver Island, 
May 10 (C. J. Guiguet). Newly-hatched Mallards 
were seen at Comox, Vancouver Island, on April 
25 (H. M. Laing.) Young Mallards less than a week 
old were seen at Seattle, May 1 (Zella M. Schultz); 
and young were seen at Camas, east of Vancouver, 
Wash., May 10 (Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Roberts). 
 
Quails, Pheasants, Rails.—A Bob-white was sitting 
on eggs at Blaine, Wash., June 29 (Lucile H. 
Kline). The first nesting of California Quail at 
Seattle was generally unsuccessful, with high 
mortality; the first young were seen, July 17 (Violet 
E. Cannon). A clutch of 15 Ring-necked Pheasants 
hatched at Corvallis, Oreg., May 19 (R. E. Phillips). 
The first young Ring-necks were seen at Victoria, 
June 6 (ARD). An adult Sora was found dead at 
Seattle, July 15 (uncommon—Mrs. H. L. 
Schumacher). 
 
Killdeer.—Killdeer were breeding at Camas, Wash., 
in April (ACR). A nest and 4 eggs was seen near 
tidal ponds in South Seattle, April 10 (Keith 
McDonald). A downy young was found at Seattle, 

May 8 (Garrett Eddy). At Blaine young were seen 
the third week in May, which is late, with a second 
brood the first week in July (LHK). 
 
Pigeons, Goatsuckers.—It appeared that Band-tailed 
Pigeons had a fairly successful nesting season in 
the Seattle area; 13 banded pairs came to Eddy's 
feeding station with young throughout the season, 
averaging just under one young per pair. A few 
Band-tails were nesting at Camas in early June; and 
a pair was nesting at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine 
the fourth week in June, where one Mourning 
Dove was seen, June 16. The only actual breeding 
records for western Washington are on the 
"prairies" south of Tacoma. Mourning Doves seen 
in other parts of the area are stragglers. Common 
Nighthawks arrived in the Puget Biotic Province 
very late. Normally heard the last of May, they 
were not noted in Seattle and Victoria until June 
11 (ZMS, ARD). They were scarce in Victoria, but 
seemed to be common and increasing in 
metropolitan areas of Seattle. Mrs. Schumacher 
received a young one on Aug. 6 that was about 2 
weeks old. 
 
Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—Black swifts 
were seen more commonly in the lowlands than 
usual; 2 were at Victoria, June 1, with 50 on June 
10; and 15 at Blaine, June 7. Mrs. Schumacher 
observed newly-hatched Rufous Hummingbirds 
north of Seattle, April 30. They were in the nest 3 
weeks. The female immediately built another nest 
nearby and laid another set of eggs. They were 
nesting at Bellevue, May 14 (WMH); at Camas, 
May 20; and at Blaine the second week in June. 
Young left the nest at Longview, July 18 (A. B. 
Lintecum). Red-shafted Flickers were feeding 
young in the nest at Seattle, May 9 (VEC). One 
young Pileated Woodpecker was seen at Victoria, 
July 16 (ARD). Lewis's Woodpeckers were feeding 
young in the nest at Westport, Grays Harbor, 
Wash., May 13 (Vivian Thorne, Mrs. G. C. 
Henretty, and Mrs. Neil Haig). Two young were 
seen on a nesting tree at Bellevue, July 13 (WMH). 
A brood of Hairy Woodpeckers was about ready 
to leave the nest on one of the San Juan Islands, 
May 31 (ZMS); and one young was seen out of the 
nest east of Seattle, June 1 (VEC). Young Downy 
Woodpeckers were out of the nest at Seattle, June 
25 (VEC); and on Whidbey Island, Wash, June 29 
(VT). 
 
Flycatchers, Larks.—Western Flycatchers were 
feeding young out of nest south of Tacoma, July 6 
(VT). For the first time in the 8 years Theed Pearse 
has been at Comox, no Western Flycatchers were 
noted. The irregular Hammond's Flycatchers were 
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feeding flying young at Snoqualmie Pass summit, 
east King Co., Wash., July 13 (VEC). Davidson 
saw a Horned Lark at Victoria, June 8, and 2 were 
seen on the airport north of Victoria, in July. 
Munro and Cowan in Bird Fauna of British Columbia, 
p. 154, state they are "casual on southern 
Vancouver Island, but not recorded since 1899." 
No breeding Horned Larks are credited to 
northwestern Washington in the literature. 
However, we have definite records from Birch 
Bay, near Blaine (Kline); and males singing 
continuously in other localities throughout the 
season, would imply nesting (ZMS). 
 
Swallows.—Young Violet-green Swallows were in a 
nest box at Camas late in May. They were nesting 
at Blaine the first week in June; and young were 
out of the nest at Victoria, June 25. At Comox, 
part of a brood took wing, June 28. Another pair 
was feeding their second brood, July 28, after a 
mishap with the first (HML). The maximum 
nesting of Barn Swallows at Camas was from May 
7 to 20 (ACR). The first brood at Blaine was noted 
the second week in June, with a second brood the 
last week in July. A Violet-green Swallow about 8 
days old was brought to Mrs. Schumacher at 
Seattle, June 26; a 2-weeks  
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old Tree Swallow, June 21; and a very young Barn 
Swallow, June 20. Mrs. Schumacher has 
exceptional success in raising young birds that 
have met misfortune. Cliff Swallows were nesting 
at Camas in late May. They were building nests at 
Bellevue, May 15 (WMH). Fifty-five pairs were 
breeding at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, June 17. 
At Victoria, 80+ Cliff Swallows, with young birds, 
were flocked, on June 28. 
 
Ravens, Crows.—First young Common Ravens were 
out of the nest at Comox, July 19 (HML). A young 
Northwest Crow was ready to leave the nest in San 
Juan County, Wash., June 5 (ZMS). 
 
Chickadees through Wrens.—Black-capped 
Chickadees were nest-building at Bellevue, April 
20 (WMH). They were incubating at Blaine the 
first week in May. Chestnut-backed Chickadees 
north of Seattle were carrying rabbit fur for a 
second nest, May 21 (ZMS). A pair with young was 
working a willow clump at Comox, July 26. 
Common Bushtits were nest-building at Seattle 
and Bellevue as early as March 21; other reports 
were received up to April 3. Young birds were 
observed leaving the nest, May 23 (WMH, RMB). 
They continued to spread up the east coast of 

Vancouver Island, and were noted as nesting at 
Parksville, 22 miles north of Nanaimo, April 19 (J. 
Stainer fide CJG). Young Brown Creepers were out 
of the nest at Victoria, May 31 (ARD). House 
Wrens were feeding young out of the nest south of 
Tacoma, July 6 (uncommon—VT). Young 
Bewick's Wrens left nest at Victoria, May 12 (B. 
Newton). A pair of Long-billed Marsh Wrens was 
at their nest near Victoria, July 31 (ARD). Munro 
and Cowan (op. cit., p. 171) state that it was 
resident "formerly at least, on southern Vancouver 
Island." 
 
Thrushes, Kinglets, Waxwings.—Am. Robins nested 
three times in many places, starting to build nests 
around the first of April. The pattern at Blaine was 
fairly typical: first brood the 4th week in April, the 
second brood the second week in June, and the 
third brood the fourth week in July. Varied 
Thrushes were just out of the nest south of 
Tacoma, May 23 (Seattle Audubon Soc.). A pair 
was nesting at Longview, June 2 (ABL). Olive-
backed Thrushes were not heard as plentifully at 
Seattle as normally. There were 15 breeding pairs 
in Mrs. Kline's vicinity at Blaine the fourth week in 
June. Western Bluebirds were feeding young in the 
nest south of Tacoma, May 23 (VEC). They were 
carrying food at Camas, June 9, and the young 
were out of the nest, June 23. Young Western 
Bluebirds were flying at Victoria, July 13; and 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were out of nest, July 
18. Cedar Waxwings were nest-building at Seattle, 
June 13 (RMB) ; and were feeding young out of 
the nest on Whidbey Island, June 29 (VT). 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—Red-eyed Vireos were seen and 
heard near their nest at Seattle, June 28 (VT). A 
Solitary Vireo 5 or 6 days old was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher, July 12. The first young Warbling 
Vireos were seen at Victoria, June 12. Young out 
of the nest were being fed at Bellevue, July 24. 
Orange-crowned Warblers were out of the nest at 
Blaine the first week in June. The first young 
Orange-crowns were seen at Victoria, June 12 
(ARD); and they were flying at Seattle, June 17 
(VEC), where a week-old bird was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher on June 30. Nashville Warblers were 
feeding young at Seattle by July 30 (VEC). Yellow 
Warblers were nesting at Blaine the second week 
in June. The first young were seen at Victoria, June 
17; and on Whidbey Island, they were being fed 
out of the nest, June 29. Mrs. Schumacher had an 
Audubon's Warbler 8 or 9 days old brought to her 
on May 31. Audubon's were out of nest at Comox 
June 24 (HML); on Whidbey Island, June 29, and 
south of Tacoma on July 7 (VT). Young 
Townsend's Warblers were flying at Snoqualmie 
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Summit, July 13 (VEC). Black-capped Warblers 
were feeding young in the nest at Blaine the first 
week in June. They were seen and heard near the 
nest on Whidbey Island, June 29 (VT). 
 
Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers.—A female Yellow-
headed Blackbird was seen at Seattle, June 8 and 
9 (VEC). The Bullock's Oriole reported at 
Bellevue in May was in the area 3 months, but no 
nest was found (WMH). Brewer's Blackbirds were 
nesting at Blaine the second week in May and 
young were out of the nest at Camas, June 6. 
Young Brewer's were being weaned on Whidbey 
Island, June 29 (VT). Several juvenal Western 
Tanagers were seen at Longview, Aug. 2 (ABL). 
 
Finches.—A road-killed female Black-headed 
Grosbeak in the Whatcom Co., Wash., foothills, 
July 4, had no incubation patch, but a soft-shelled 
egg in the oviduct (ZMS). They were nesting south 
of Tacoma, July 6 (VT). Young left the nest at 
Seattle, July 17 (VEC). A pair of the rare Lazuli 
Buntings was seen by Mrs. Kline near Blaine, 
June 18. House Finches were nesting at Camas in 
late May. They seemed to be more numerous at 
Longview, where they were nesting the first part of 
June. House Finches nested in several places in 
Seattle; were first noted in the northwest section, 
July 14, where the young left the nest, July 29 
(Fleisher). Young were flying in the southwest 
section, July 23 (VEC). Am. Goldfinches were 
nesting at Camas, May 20. At Seattle, a nest was 
completed, May 30; young were being fed in nest, 
June 29; and were flying, July 4 (VEC). They were 
nesting at Blaine the last week in June. Davidson 
saw 25 Red Crossbills in his yard at Victoria, June 
12. This species is common all summer (and 
probably breeds) in areas where Lodgepole Pine 
(Pinus contorta) is found. 
 
Sparrows.—The first young Spotted Towhees were 
seen at Seattle, May 29 (VEC). Savannah Sparrows 
(brooksi) were seen with young at Comox, June 1. 
Eight pairs nested in Mrs. Kline's area near Blaine; 
the first brood hatched the first week in June, and 
another brood the last week in July. Two Oregon 
Juncos, color-banded north of Seattle in January, 
were paired by Feb. 10; on territory by April 22. 
The female, trapped early on May 6, laid an egg in 
the trap; disappeared the second week in May. The 
male paired with a new female, which had an 
active incubation patch, June 8 (ZMS). 
Independent young Oregon Juncos were seen on 
Whidbey Island, June 29 (VT). Juvenal juncos were 
at a bird bath at  
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Seattle, July 25 (RMB); and the second brood at 
Longview were out of the nest, July 27 (ABL). 
Chipping Sparrows were nesting at Camas by May 
10, and were last seen in July, when they scattered. 
They were nesting at Blaine the second week in 
May. Many were nesting on the S. Tacoma 
"prairies" the last of May (SAS). The first 
independent young were seen at Comox, June 29; 
and were at a bird bath in Seattle, July 8. White-
crowned Sparrows nested at Camas the first week 
in May, and scattered in July. At Seattle a pair was 
feeding young in the nest, May 29; and had a 
second nesting the first of August. Another pair 
began to feed young, July 7; and brought them to 
the feeding station, July 27 (VEC). Other young at 
Seattle were at a feeding tray, June 9 (RMB). South 
of Tacoma they were feeding young out of the 
nest, July 6 (VT). The first brood at Blaine was 
hatched the last week of July. White-crowns 
hatched at Longview, June 27; were out of the 
nest, July 8. The first brood of Song Sparrows was 
in the nest north of Seattle, May 21, with the 
second brood, Aug. 2. Juvenals were at the feeding 
station, July 1, and had disappeared by the last of 
July (ZMS). At Camas, Song Sparrows were 
nesting in early May. Young were flying at 
Longview, June 30, with a second brood, Aug. 
5.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. 
SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 

End 1954 
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1955 
 
Autumn Migration, 1954 
 
PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The weather was 
generally wetter than usual throughout the Region.  
    

 
The last half of August was decidedly wet at Bend, 
Oreg.; at Missoula, Mont.; and at Libby, Mont.; 
where the August all-time precipitation record was 
broken. Temperatures were lower than normal at 
Bend, Missoula, and Libby during the fall. 
Spokane, Wash., and Bozeman, Mont., reported 
milder conditions than usual, with lower wind 
velocities than normal. October had the lowest 
minimum temperatures, which dropped to 17° on 
the 26th at Libby and to 11.5° on the 25th at 
Bend. November was generally mild, with much 
rain and fog, at Libby and Spokane. The last week 
of November brought some snow in western 
Montana, but at Libby and Spokane snow fell only 
in the mountains. The very wet summer at Libby 
produced an abundant fruit crop, particularly 
Mountain Ash, which provided much food for 
robins and waxwings. The abundance of this fruit 
in Spokane was apparently an important factor in 
keeping large numbers of robins there. Unless 
otherwise noted, all observations from Bend, 
Oreg., are those of A. I. Roest; from Missoula, 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs (Lake Co., 
Mont.) and Flathead L., R. L. Hand; from Spokane 
and Turnbull Migratory Wildfowl Refuge, Wash., 
Spokane Bird Club, and from Libby, Mont., the 
editor. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—The only record for the 
Common Loon was of one at Three Forks, Mont., 
Nov. 14 (H. N. Metcalf). The Red-necked Grebe 
was observed a few miles east of Spokane, Nov. 7, 
and a Horned Grebe was noted at Turnbull, Oct. 
10, A few Eared Grebes were noted at Ninepipe 
Reservoir on Aug. 18. Two Western Grebes were 
recorded at Turnbull, Oct. 10. The last record for 
the Great Blue Heron at Libby was Oct. 31, but at 

Missoula, Spokane and Bend they were noted 
(single birds) up to mid-November. 
 
Waterfowl.—Canada Geese numbered around 2,500 
on Oct. 10 at Turnbull (W. A. Rodgers, fide 
Spokane Bird Club). At Bend the heaviest 
migrations of these birds were observed between 
Oct. 10 and 30. A few White-fronted Geese were 
noted at Bend between Sept. 25 and Oct. 15, 
nearly 2 weeks earlier than in 1953. A single 
immature bird was reported shot near 
Frenchtown, just west of Missoula, on Oct. 10 
(Lowell Adams, fide Hand). A flock of 200 Snow 
Geese (Lesser) was seen at Bend on Oct. 12. Am. 
Widgeon were widely reported. Ninepipe had at 
least 1000 on Sept. 2. They still lingered near 
Spokane on Nov. 7. The first migrants were noted 
at Bend on Sept. 8 (early). Pintail were reported on 
Oct. 10 at Missoula and Turnbull and migrated 
through Bend from Aug. 13 to Sept. 11. Green-
winged Teal were reported quite plentiful at 
Missoula from mid-August until late in September 
and were still common at Ninepipe on Nov. 5. 
They passed through Bend on Oct. 12 (early). A 
few Blue-winged Teal were noted several times at 
Libby. Four were counted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. 
Two Cinnamon Teal were seen at Spokane, Nov. 
21, and 6 at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Shovellers occurred 
in large numbers at Ninepipe during August. A 
few were still at Turnbull, Oct. 10, and the species 
passed through Bend on Aug. 13. Latest record for 
Wood Ducks was on Sept. 26 at Missoula. This 
species was also noted in September at Libby and 
at Spokane, where 30 were seen, Sept. 12. 
Redheads passed through Bend, Aug. 30 to Sept. 
5, and some were still at Spokane on Nov. 21. 
Lesser Scaup were still at Spokane on Nov. 7, 
although first migrants at Bend appeared Oct. 12 
(early). A few Am. Golden-eyes were noted in 
western Montana (Flathead L., Libby) during 
November. Two male Barrow's Golden-eyes were 
seen on the Kootenai River at Libby, Nov. 7. Two 
Buffle-heads were seen on Seeley L., Missoula Co., 
Mont., Nov. 2 (K. D. Swan, fide Hand). Hooded 
Mergansers were reported as quite common from 
Aug. 22 to Sept. 26 at Missoula, where they breed. 
Am. Mergansers were reported at Libby, Sept. 6; 
Three Forks, Mont., Nov. 14 (Metcalf), and in the 
Spokane area, Sept. 12 and Nov. 7. An article in 
the Spokesman-Review (Spokane), Nov. 19, reports 
Hank A. Hansen, waterfowl biologist, as saying 
that not more than 25 per cent of the northern 
ducks had arrived yet at Spokane. It said that 
rather large flights arrived Nov. 10 and 11 and that 
the major share of the ducks in the area was at 
Turnbull because of hunting pressure. 
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Vultures and Hawks.—The colony of about 30 
Turkey Vultures at Missoula was last seen on Sept. 
19. One bird was shot on Sept. 5 near McGregor 
Lake, Flathead Co., Mont. (Forrest Weeks). At 
Bend they left on schedule, about Aug. 20, 
although a late bird was noted, Sept. 5, on 
McKenzie Pass northwest of Bend. A very light 
flight of Sharp-shinned Hawks was noticeable at 
Missoula between Sept. 6 and Oct. 30. At Bend 
they arrived about Oct. 25. Cooper's Hawks (single 
birds) were noted at Libby, Aug. 29, 31 and Sept. 
11 and at Bend, Nov. 23. The Red-tailed Hawk 
was last reported at Spokane on Nov. 7. At Bend 
the species left around Sept. 25, although a 
straggler was noted on Nov. 21. The lone Rough- 
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legged Hawk record was of one bird near Spokane, 
Oct. 24. The Bald Eagle was seen on Nov. 7 east 
of Spokane and on Oct. 10 at Turnbull. One or 
two Pigeon Hawks were noted in Missoula from 
Oct. 15 to 29, and a single bird, Nov. 19. They 
seem to follow the Bohemian Waxwing flight there 
(Hand). At Bend the birds were noted earlier than 
elsewhere, appearing from Aug. 3 to 28, probably 
young of the year from nests in the mountains 
(Roest). At Bend the local Sparrow Hawk 
population was gone by Sept. 11 but apparently a 
few more northern birds pass through later. This 
year these latter birds were noted from Nov. 5 to 
20. Late dates for more northerly stations were: 
Libby, Oct. 2; Missoula, Sept. 26, and Spokane, 
Nov. 7. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Sharp-tailed Grouse were 
reported only from Spokane, where 3 were seen, 
Sept. 26. Merritt S. Webster recorded 25 Sage 
Grouse in the Snowy Range area east of Saratoga, 
Wyo., on Aug. 23. Two European Partridges were 
noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10, as were California 
Quail. The latter species was also observed on 
Sept. 26 at Spokane. A few Ring-necked Pheasants 
were seen in the Spokane area. Most unusual was 
an albino male, seen near Spokane, Nov. 28 and 
again Dec. 5. Its eyes were pink, its legs, yellowish 
and the plumage was pure white except for a few 
faint flecks of tan in the wing (Earl W. Pettibone, 
S. O. Stanley). 
 
Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Am. Coot appeared to be 
plentiful this fall. The first large influx of birds at 
Bend was detected about Sept. 25. Only a few 
pairs remain during the summer to breed, but they 
winter at Bend in numbers. Flocks of 50 to several 
hundred were on Flathead Lake, Nov. 3 and 5. At 
least 200 were noted on Wininger Slough near 

Kalispell, Mont., Oct. 27 (Ed.). At Spokane 
hundreds were noted, Sept. 12. They were still 
present on Nov. 7 a few miles east of the city. 
Killdeer had left Bend by Sept. 20, with a straggler 
on Nov. 21. At Missoula they remained common 
until Oct. 24, with small, scattered groups staying 
into November. At Libby a single bird was still 
present, Nov. 20. An early concentration of 
Wilson's Snipe was noted on Aug. 18 at Ninepipe, 
where on Sept. 2 only 3 birds were counted. At 
Missoula, a few late migrants were noted, Oct. 31. 
They appeared to be gone by mid-November. At 
Libby a moderate influx was noted in September. 
Eight birds which were noted on Nov. 26 (John 
Wilson, Ed.) probably will winter. At Libby 
Solitary Sandpipers were noted, in numbers up to 
5, between July 29 and Sept. 2. They were 
commoner than usual at Missoula, appearing 
between Aug. 14 and Sept. 19. Two were observed 
at Cheney, Wash., on Oct. 10 (SB Club). Greater 
Yellow-legs migrated through Bend from July 10 
to Sept. 11; Libby from Aug. 5 until Sept. 11, and 
Missoula from Aug. 22 to Sept. 19. They were 
rather common, Aug. 18 and Sept. 2, at Nine-pipe 
and Kicking Horse Reservoirs (Lake Co., Mont.). 
Lesser Yellow-legs were fairly common there on 
the same dates. The only report of Pectoral 
Sandpipers was from Bend, Aug. 13. Baird's 
Sandpipers appeared at Libby, Aug. 11 to 14, and 
were seen at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, Aug. 18 
and Sept. 2. The only Dowitcher record was from 
Missoula, where one was noted on Sept. 26. One 
or 2 Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen at Libby 
from Aug. 10 to 31. From Missoula, Hand 
reported, "Semipalmated and Western Sandpipers 
(both species believed to have been present, from 
close-up comparison of bill lengths) rather 
common, singles and small groups, Aug. 8 to 22." 
The Western was reported from Bend, July 11 and 
Aug. 13. Fifteen or 20 Northern Phalaropes were 
seen on •potholes in the Ninepipe area on Aug. 18 
and Sept. 2. California Gulls were noted only at 
Turnbull, Oct. 10. A Franklin's Gull seen at 
Yellowstone Lake on Aug. 22 (Marvin Davis) is 
believed to be the first record for the Park. 
 
Doves through Kingfishers.—Last dates for the 
Mourning Dove were: Bend, Sept. 20; Libby, Sept. 
9 (John Wilson); Missoula area, Sept. 24, and 
Spokane, Sept. 12. A Black-billed Cuckoo at 
Ucross, just east of Buffalo, Wyo., on Aug. 17 was 
near the western limit for the species (MD). At 
Libby Common Nighthawks were flocking on 
Aug. 28 (60 birds) and were last seen, Sept. 10. 
Flocks of 35 and 20 on Aug. 23 and 24 in the area 
between Dubois and Douglas, Wyo., were 
evidently migrating (MD). At Bend they were 
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extremely common until Sept. 9, after which they 
almost disappeared until Sept. 25, when a large 
number was seen again. The last date for Missoula 
was Sept. 19. Six Black Swifts were observed over 
Libby on July 31. Vaux's Swift was last seen at 
Missoula, Sept. 1; the Rufous Hummingbird, 2 
days later. A Belted Kingfisher was noted on the 
Gallatin River between Belgrade and Manhattan, 
Mont., Nov. 14 (Metcalf). Three were seen at 
Spokane on Nov. 21. 
 
Woodpeckers.—A few Red-shafted Flickers were 
noted regularly at Libby during the fall and should 
winter there. The species was reported at Spokane, 
Nov. 21. A single Pileated Woodpecker was 
reported from the Spokane area, Nov. 21. Lewis's 
Woodpeckers were reported as leaving much 
earlier at Bend than last year-Aug. 21 as against 
Oct. 4. At Libby the species was noted only as 
single birds; the last one, Sept. 6. Few were seen at 
Missoula after Sept. 6, although the last date was 
Oct. 24 (late). Hairy Woodpeckers arrived in Bend, 
Aug. 25 (early). In Libby they were noted only 
twice. Single birds were reported in the Spokane 
area throughout the fall. Downy Woodpeckers (1 
or 2) appeared in the town area of Libby, Aug. 1. 
At Bend they appeared on Oct. 24 (late). 
 
Flycatchers.—The Eastern Kingbird was not noted 
at Missoula after Aug. 29 but 4 birds appeared at 
Libby on Sept. 6 (late). The last date for Western 
Kingbirds was Aug. 22 at Missoula. Traill's 
Flycatcher was last seen at Missoula on Aug. 15. 
The last record of the Western Wood Pewee at 
Missoula was Sept. 1, while at Libby it was Sept. 2 
(late). 
 
Swallows.—Violet-green Swallows were last seen at 
Libby on Aug. 14. This seems to tie in with Roest's 
report: "Swallows began massing for migration, 
Aug. 15, when a very large group was seen near 
Camp Abbott, 20 miles south of Bend. . . .Barn, 
Cliff, Violet-green and Tree Swallows were noted." 
Last record of Tree Swallows at Missoula was July 
27 (early), while at Libby an unusually late date was  
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noted, Aug. 18, this because of a late brood. A late 
Bank Swallow was noted at Spokane on Sept. 12. 
August 22 was the last date for Rough-winged 
Swallows at Missoula. Latest records for Barn 
Swallows were: Bend, Sept. 18; Spokane, Sept. 12, 
and Turnbull, Oct. 10. Cliff Swallows disappeared 
after Aug. 15 at Missoula. A flock of 153 was 
reported at Phillipsburg, Granite Co., Mont., on 

Aug. 16 (Mary Wible). At Bend the last date was 
Aug. 21. 
 
Chickadees, Nuthatches.—The Black-capped 
Chickadee began moving into the town area of 
Libby the first of August. They were noted in 
small numbers at Spokane and Turnbull. Mountain 
Chickadees arrived in Bend about July 10, 
becoming common about Sept. 20. Four were at 
Turnbull on Oct. 10. At Libby these birds were 
noted at the edge of town on Aug. 19, Nov. 25 
and 28. White-breasted Nuthatches were reported 
only from the Spokane area on Sept. 26 and Nov. 
7 and at Turnbull on Oct. 10. The Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, on the other hand, was noted regularly 
at Spokane during the fall, at Turnbull, and at 
Libby, where the birds appeared in town on Aug. 
19 and sparingly thereafter. Pygmy Nuthatches 
were recorded regularly in the Spokane area and at 
Turnbull on Oct. 10. 
 
Dippers, Wrens, Catbirds.—The first Am. Dipper 
noted along the Kootenai River near Libby, where 
many winter, was seen, Oct. 17 (Ray Francom). 
One was noted singing, Nov. 20. Two were noted, 
Oct. 28, on Rattlesnake Creek at Missoula (Ed.) 
and 2 were seen at Spokane, Nov. 21. The House 
Wren was last noted at Libby on Sept. 2 and at 
Missoula, Sept. 26. Winter Wrens were singing 
near Spotted Bear, at the upper end of Hungry 
Horse dam reservoir, Flathead Co., Mont., Oct. 28 
and 29 (Wilson). Two Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were observed at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Catbirds were 
common at Missoula to Sept. 18, the date at which 
the last bird was seen at Libby. 
 
Thrushes.—An outstanding event of the fall 
migration was the large number of Am. Robins in 
several areas. Large flocks of migrants arrived 
about mid-September in Bend, where they winter 
in large numbers and feed on juniper berries. At 
Libby peak numbers, although not large, were 
reached about the first of October (110 on Oct. 2). 
They remained in numbers later than usual, a flock 
of 16 being noted on Nov. 18. Numbers fell off at 
Missoula after Oct.    but large flocks appeared 
again, Nov. 11, and were still very common on 
Nov. 19. Spokane had, according to Stephen O. 
Stanley, an unusually large flight in November. 
Hundreds were recorded on Nov. 21 (SB Club). A 
single Varied Thrush was noted on Oct. 19 at both 
Libby (Wilson) and Bend. The birds were still 
fairly common on Oct. 28 and 29 near the upper 
end of Hungry Horse dam reservoir (Wilson). 
Western Bluebirds arrived at Bend, July 10, and 
were still around on Nov. 21. Ten were noted at 
Spokane, Sept. 12, and the same number at 
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Turnbull, Oct. 10. At Libby, where the species is 
rare, 4 young birds, which had been banded in a 
nestbox and left the nest, July 17, were last seen on 
Aug. 18. Mountain Bluebirds were last seen at 
Missoula, Sept. 23, but were common near Helena 
and White Sulphur Springs the next day (Hand). 
Last record for Libby was a flock of 15 on Oct. 5. 
Thirty were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Last date 
for Bend was Oct. 15. The only report of 
Townsend's Solitaire was from Bend. Roest wrote: 
"(They) spend the winter here, and were first 
noted, Sept. 20, singing and chasing each other as 
they established their winter territories." 
 
Waxwings.—It appeared to be a rather good year 
for Bohemian Waxwing flights, for a peak of 
around 700 was reached on Nov. 27 at Libby, after 
having arrived in some numbers, Nov. 7. Oddly, 
one bird arrived early, on Oct. 15, and 
accompanied a flock of Cedar Waxwings. 
Bohemians arrived at Bozeman, Nov. 17, and were 
very abundant the last week of the month 
(Metcalf). They reached Missoula on Nov. 19. A 
small flock or two of Cedar Waxwings still lingered 
at Missoula, Nov. 12. On Nov. 21, 20 were still at 
Spokane, where some wintered last year. At Libby 
the birds stayed later and in markedly larger 
numbers than usual, 80 being noted, Nov. 5 and 
37, Nov. 13. The last record was Nov. 27. 
 
Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos.—One Gray Shrike was 
reported at Bend, Nov. 21. One at Missoula, Nov. 
11, and one near Spokane, Nov. 7, may also have 
been this species. A Loggerhead Shrike was noted 
near Missoula, Sept. 11; at Turnbull, Oct. 10, and 
near Spokane, Oct. 24. The Common Starling is 
becoming a very common summer resident at 
Missoula, and was common until the last record on 
Oct. 27. A large flock was noted near Helmville, 
Powell Co., Mont., and a smaller flock near 
Phillipsburg, both on Aug. 16 (Wible). At Libby a 
few birds were noted in early August and a migrant 
flock of about 180, Aug. 12. Last dates for vireos 
at Libby and Missoula, respectively, were: Solitary, 
Sept. 3 and Oct. 1 (late); Red-eyed, Sept. 12 (late) 
and Aug. 28, and Warbling, Aug. 5 and Aug. 15 
(early). 
 
Warblers.—A single Orange-crowned Warbler was 
reported at Spokane, Sept. 12. A Nashville Warbler 
seen at the Jackson Lake campground near Moran, 
Wyo., Aug. 17, is thought to be a new species for 
the Park (MSW). Last records for Yellow Warblers 
were: Libby, Aug. 29, and Missoula, Sept. 3. For 
Audubon's Warbler, Oct. 23 was the last date at 
Libby and Missoula and the only record at Bend. A 
few were noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. At Libby the 

birds showed maximum movement in mid-
September, 29 being noted on Sept. 18. The most 
unusual record of the season was of an immature 
Palm Warbler picked up dead at Libby, Oct. 5. 
The Northern Water-thrush was not noted after 
Aug. 18 at Libby or after Sept. 6 (late) at Missoula. 
Last records for Macgillivray's Warbler were: 
Libby, Aug. 31; Missoula, Sept. 9 (rather late), and 
Spokane, Sept. 12. No Common Yellowthroats 
were seen at Libby after Oct. 2, while at Missoula 
they were common to Oct. 1, and a female was 
seen, Nov. 11 (very late). Black-capped Warblers 
were noted only at Missoula, where migrants 
appeared from Aug. 22 to Sept. 12. 
 
Blackbirds, Tanagers.—July 16 was the last record of 
the Brown-headed Cowbird at Missoula, but 2 
juvenals were at Libby, Aug. 8, and one bird was 
noted at Turnbull, Oct. 10. Last dates for Western 
Tanager were: Libby and Spokane, Sept. 12, and  
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Missoula, Sept. 20. 
 
Grosbeaks and Finches.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
left Missoula, Aug. 25, although an immature male 
was noted, Sept. 21, far beyond the usual date. 
One bird was seen at Libby, Aug. 26, the only 
record all year. The Lazuli Bunting was not noted 
at Missoula after July 17 but stayed until Aug. 19 at 
Libby. Evening Grosbeaks appeared, July 24, at 
Libby and, Aug. 15, at Missoula, became common 
for a while, diminished in numbers and then 
increased again about mid-November. They were 
still very common at Missoula, Nov. 19, but only 
occasional at Libby the rest of the month. Spokane 
reported the species during November. House 
Finches left Bend by Sept. 11, but stayed on in 
eastern Washington until at least Nov. 21 (10 at 
Spokane). Redpolls arrived at Libby, Nov. 4, in 
small numbers. Pine Siskins showed a definite 
migratory movement at Libby during late August 
and early September, when a flock estimated at 
400 was seen several times. Latest date was Oct. 
23. At Missoula, the species was common until 
Oct. with small flocks still present, Nov. 12. Am. 
Goldfinches were still occasional at Missoula, Nov. 
12, but last noted at Libby, Nov. 8. The last record 
for the Spokane area was Oct. 24. This year 
appeared to be a good one for Red Crossbills. 
Wible reported them in large numbers in Glacier 
National Park around the first of August, and also 
in the Swan River valley (Lake Co., Mont.). At 
Missoula, they were intermittent after mid-July. At 
Libby they occurred regularly in small numbers 
during August, then diminished until Oct. 9; a few 
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reappeared late in November. An interesting 
record of a nest with young on Sept. 12 came from 
Spokane, where the species was recorded quite 
regularly. 
 
Sparrows.—A migrating Spotted Towhee was seen 
in Libby, Sept. 6. Two were noted at Spokane, 
Sept. and one on Nov. 21. At Bend they were 
apparently migrating from Oct. 23 until Nov. 16, 
as several were seen during this period. A single 
Slate-colored Junco, rare in western Montana, was 
recorded, Oct. 30, at Missoula. Am. Tree Sparrows 
were reported only from Missoula, single birds on 
Nov. 5 and 7 and a flock of 8 or 10 on Nov. 14. 
Chipping Sparrows disappeared at Libby after 
Aug. 29 but were noted as late as Sept. 12 at 
Spokane, Sept. 26, at Missoula and Oct. 10 at 
Turnbull. Two Brewer's Sparrows were seen at 
Libby, Sept. 14, and one was banded on Sept. 18. 
Two White-throated Sparrows, rare in this area, 
were seen, Sept. 26, at Missoula. An apparent 
increase in numbers of Song Sparrows at Libby 
during late August and early September may have 
been due to a migratory movement, but a few 
birds were still noted quite regularly during 
November. Some individuals move into town for 
the winter. At Missoula, there was a noticeable 
migratory movement between Sept. 11 and Oct. 
10. The species was noted in fair numbers during 
the fall at Spokane; 10 were noted on Nov. 21. A 
single bird was recorded at Bend, Oct. 16. Snow 
Buntings were noted only at Harrington, Wash., 
where 30 were seen on Nov. 25 (Stanley).—
THOMAS ROGERS, Libby, Mont. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1954 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—This time we are 
happy to have a report from a new area, the 
Stillwater Wildlife Management Area, in operation 
for the past 5 years. This area uses irrigation run-
off at the edge of Carson Sink in western Nevada.  
   

 

The report by Chester R. Markley, the manager, is 
fine reading as the waterfowl population is steadily 
increasing with the year-to-year improvement in 
the area. However, the report of Vanez Wilson 
from the Bear River Refuge dominates this area. It 
remains one of the most remarkable refuges in the 
nation. Its only competitors in this Region are the 
Klamath Basin from which we have few details 
and Malheur from which we have never had a 
report. This Region continued drier and warmer 
than usual although the weather is local 
throughout this vast expanse of high mountains, 
valleys, plateaus, and deserts. Thus the Durango 
region of southwestern Colorado reported more 
moisture than usual. There were no great cold 
waves and the fall migration was by and large 
rather dull. The migration moved steadily rather 
than by fits and starts. The Region has such a 
variety of climates that a cold wave is rather local 
anyway. 
 
Ibis, Waterfowl.—Beat River Refuge recorded 5,000 
nesting White-faced Ibis on Aug. 8. The 
Trumpeter Swan continues on the increase in 
Grand Teton National Park where they can be 
easily seen. There is now a pair in a pond close to 
the beautiful new Jackson Lake Lodge. The pair on 
the Refuge just above Jackson brought off 4 
cygnets this year, a record according to Carl 
Jepson, Park Naturalist at Moose. This Refuge 
continues the nation's finest place to observe these 
giant birds at close range since the highway goes 
next to their marsh. A high of 16 birds was found 
in the Grand Teton National Park this year. From 
Vanez Wilson at the Bear River Refuge comes a 
prodigious estimate of 17,000 Whistling Swans on 
Nov. 16 after a steady build-up. The records of 
swans from other parts of the Region east of Bear 
River are trifling by comparison; a small flock (8) 
at Ocean Lake in central Wyoming by Warkley on 
Oct. 29. One swan on Eight Mile Lake in southern 
Wyoming, Nov. 27, was reported by Hendricks. At 
the Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada the 
Whistling Swan is a wintering bird and 1,900 had 
turned up by Nov. 1. Bear River reported a 
maximum concentration of 5,700 Snow Geese on 
Nov. 1. In general the waterfowl migration was a 
little lower in number than in recent years at Bear 
River and the same is true at  
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Klamath. The White-fronted Goose is remarkable 
in that it deviates so little from its flyway. While 
thousands go through Klamath one bird showed 
up at Stillwater and one at Bear River—both rare 
records. Two Blue Geese were reported from Tule 
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Lake in the Klamath Basin (R. S. Rodgers). The 
highest reported number of Canada Geese (2,700) 
came from Deer Flat Refuge in western Idaho on 
Nov. 10 (Mrs. H. E. Shaw). At Bear River the 
Green-winged Teal were at a maximum of 150,000 
by late August and the Pintail population was 
280,000 at its height in early October. By contrast, 
the maximum at Stillwater in Pintail, their most 
common duck, was 42,000 on Sept. 24. Other 
highs at Stillwater were Green-winged Teal, 
19,600, Oct. 19; Gadwall, 16,200 on Nov. 1; 
Cinnamon Teal, 12,400, Aug. 18; Canvas-back, 
4,500. The most common breeding duck was the 
Redhead, raising 5,600 young this year. The White-
winged Scoter showed up this fall in unusual 
numbers. There were 8 at Bear River from Oct. 6 
onward, and 32 at Lower Klamath (Rodgers). Mrs. 
Shaw reported 17 Wood Ducks on Oct. 17 near 
Nampa in western Idaho. 
 
Hawks, Grouse.—Lockerbie had a Peregrine Falcon 
east of Ely, Nev. on Sept. 20. Evenden had 
another in the East Humboldt Range of eastern 
Nevada on Oct. 24. Bear River had 6 Bald Eagles 
on Nov. 16. Another was reported at Silver Lakes 
in the San Juan Mountains of southern Colorado 
in September (Skinkle). There was a new high of 
133 Sage Hens in one alfalfa field on Aug. 29 in 
central Wyoming near Casper (O. K. Scott). 
 
Cranes, Coots, Shorebirds.—Jepson reported 75 
Sandhill Cranes in the Berry Creek area northwest 
of Jackson Lake in Grand Teton Park. Stillwater 
had a new record high of 80,000 Am. Coot, Sept. 
24, and had new highs in several species of 
shorebirds: 10,000 Am. Avocets and 3,000 Black-
necked Stilts in August. Bear River had 3,000 
Dowitchers on Sept. 13. Lockerbie reported more 
Baird's Sandpipers than usual at Great Salt Lake, 
and in the same area Northern Phalaropes have 
been present in large numbers this fall and for a 
longer period of time. 
 
Gulls, Owls.—An immature Sabine's Gull turned up 
in central Wyoming near Casper, Sept. 10 (OKS). 
Another was caught at Carbondale in western 
Colorado, Sept. 27, and another was seen in 
northwestern Colorado, Oct. 8 (R. Ryder). There 
are only scattered records of this bird in Colorado 
and Wyoming. The only unusual report of owls 
was a Barn Owl found at Paragonah, Utah, by 
Lockerbie, and one found in the Salt Lake City 
region (Dewy) in September. The Great Gray 
Owl was not found this fall at Grand Teton 
National Park headquarters, but was found in 
October down along the near-by Snake River by 

Oberhensley. Jepson reported both Long-eared 
and Saw-whet Owls in Grand Teton Park. 
 
Doves, Goatsuckers.—A White-winged Dove was 
present at Casper, Wyo. frequenting a chicken yard 
during most of the month of November. This is 
an accidental wanderer, at least 1,000 miles out of 
place and the first record for the State (OKS). Fred 
Evenden of Sacramento reported a Poor-will on 
Route 40 on a telephone pole east of Emigrant 
Pass in eastern Nevada on Oct. 24, just west of a 
blizzard. He says he was cold sober. [Evenden or 
the Poor-will?—ED.] 
 
Flycatchers through Thrushes.—A migrating Olive-
sided Flycatcher was seen near Sinclair in southern 
Wyoming on Sept. 17 (Hendricks). The bird was 
found on its breeding grounds on Aug. 15 between 
the Green River Lakes in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming (OKS). Three were 
reported at Nampa, Idaho, on Aug. 9 (Mrs. Shaw) 
and 3 in the Salt Lake City region on Sept. 12. A 
Blue Jay at Georgetown in the Rockies west of 
Denver at 8,500 ft. on Oct. 28 was a very unusual 
record (O. Scudder). Stanford reported a 
concentration of 10,000 or more Am. Crows in 
Cache Valley in northern Utah, counted with a 
Veeder counter in early November. At Mesa Verde 
National Park in southwestern Colorado, Don 
Watson reported there was a better than average 
piñon crop so that many of the common species 
of birds there, such as Piñon Jays, Red-breasted 
Nuthatches, Mountain Chickadees, Chestnut-
backed Bluebirds, and Pine Siskins, were much 
more abundant than usual. The Pygmy Nuthatch, 
ordinarily not common, became common. In 
nearby Durango the same was true for the Piñon 
Jay, which fed principally on grasshoppers in 
August and September, and for the Pygmy 
Nuthatch (Reames). 
 
Waxwings, Starlings, Warblers.—Bohemian 
Waxwings came early this year: Nov. 1 at Sheridan, 
Wyo. (Myra Waltman). She reported all common 
birds until very late dates (about one month later 
than usual) at Sheridan and Am. Robins still 
present in large numbers on Dec. 1. As noted 
before, the Common Starling is steadily increasing 
in Utah (Killpack, Thorne) particularly in the Uinta 
Basin south of the Uinta Mountains. A Black-
throated Blue Warbler was found, Oct. 3, at the 
Rawlins airport (Hendricks). Another one found at 
Central City in the Rockies west of Denver, Nov. 
5, by Edwin Sherrard, a visitor from New 
Hampshire. Townsend's Warblers were seen 
several times in September in Rawlins (Hendricks): 
one at Genesee Mountain Park west of Denver, 
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Sept. 6 (Thatcher). Lockerbie had one at Bear 
River Refuge Headquarters on Sept. 10. Oppie 
Reames had a large migration of Virginia's 
Warblers from late August to October at Durango. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Merlin Killpack reported a 
flock of 400 Pine Grosbeaks, Oct. 24, at 9,000 ft. 
in the southwestern part of the Uinta Mountains 
of Utah. This is the greatest concentration 
reported in a long time. Six other observers had 
some scattered over the Region but only a few 
individuals each. Seven White-winged Crossbills, a 
wandering species unlike the Red Crossbill which 
is more constant in habitat, were seen in Rawlins, 
Nov. 9 (Hendricks); and one bird in Casper, Nov. 
16 (OKS). Grace McIntyre at Devils Tower in 
northwestern Wyoming reported the absence of 
the usual Red Crossbills. Gray-crowned Rosy 
Finches were first reported at lower altitudes, Oct. 
4, in central Wyoming near Casper (Warkley). They 
showed up at Mesa Verde, Nov. 13 (Watson).  
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A Harris's Sparrow was found in November at a 
feeding station 8,500 feet up in the Rockies west of 
Denver at Georgetown. At a lower altitude the 
bird is a more regular winter visitant. It was first 
reported at Casper in Wyoming at 5,000 ft. on 
Nov. 21 (OKS).—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 
East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
Autumn Migration, 1954 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
August and September temperatures were slightly 
below normal, and there was much overcast. 
October was near normal, except that it was dry. 
November was much warmer than average and 
wetter with some high winds in the middle of the 
month. Southern Vancouver Island had more rain 
and fog than other parts of the Region. On Nov. 
18, a freighter struck a rock off S. E. Vancouver 
Island, and lost its fuel oil. The oil spread for miles 
and eliminated about 80 per cent of the sea birds 
in the area. About 3,500 were shot by wildlife 
agents to prevent suffering. Davidson reported 
that Am. Widgeon and other surface-feeding ducks 
came through very well. A survey taken near the 
end of November indicated there were about 
5,000 Am. Widgeon, 1,500 Mallards, 1,000 Am. 
Coots, 500 Pintails, 200 Green-winged Teal, 200 
Shovellers and a few score 
 

              
Canvas-backs in the small lakes and flooded fields 
in and around Victoria. A similar tragedy occurred 
the following week near Bellingham, Wash., when 
a valve was left open while a tanker was unloading 
crude oil at a refinery. The oil was pumped into 
the Strait of Georgia for about an hour before the 
fault was discovered. Horned and Western Grebes 
suffered most in this instance. Some ducks were 
coated and had to be killed. Fortunately, Black 
Brant had not yet come in. Burton Lauckhart, 
Biologist for the Washington Department of 
Game, stated there had been no noticeable 
reduction of ducks coming to the Skagit and 
Snohomish County flats in Washington. 
Apparently the sea ducks suffered most. The 
height of migration of small land birds at Victoria 
occurred about Aug. 30. A flock of 150 to 200  
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birds, very low on account of heavy fog and rain, 
consisted of Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers, 
Western Wood Pewees, Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, Chickadees, 
Macgillivray’s and Orange-crowned Warblers, 
Western Tanagers, White-crowned and Savannah 
Sparrows, 40 Common Bushtits, and Am. Robins. 
 
Loons through Herons.—Common Loons came to 
Victoria the first part of October (A. R. Davidson). 
A group of 20 at Blaine, Sept. 16, was an unusual 
number at one time (Lucile H. Kline). One was 
seen at Kingston, Kitsap Co., Wash., Oct. 3 
(Seattle Audubon Society). Two groups of Arctic 
Loons (7 in all) were seen at Victoria, Oct. 3. 
Several Red-throated Loons were at Comox, Oct. 
25; otherwise all loons were below normal (Theed 
Pearse). A few Red-necked Grebes were at 
Victoria, Sept. 19. Two were seen between Seattle 
and Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8 (Zella M. Schultz). 
The first was seen at Blaine, Nov. 23. Both 
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Horned and Eared Grebes came to Victoria, Sept. 
2, and were common. There were 2 Horned 
Grebes at Blaine, Sept. 6: 37 on Oct. 19 (LHK); 3 
at Seattle, Sept. 11; and 3 at Harper, Kitsap Co., 
Wash., Sept. 24 (ZMS). Thousands of Western 
Grebes were at Comox, Oct. 25. They were 
common at Victoria, Sept. 29; the first were at 
Blaine, Sept. 16. There was a concentration of 
100± at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS). Pied-billed 
Grebes were first seen at Victoria, Aug. 23. They 
are permanent residents on fresh water in the 
Puget Sound region. From Seattle to Point No 
Point, Admiralty Inlet, Wash., 51 Brandt's 
Cormorants were counted, Nov. 21 (ZMS). Pearse 
thought the form pelagicus had replaced resplendens 
at Comox. Sooty Shearwaters were seen off Port 
Angeles, Wash., Sept. 25; 2 were collected (Garrett 
Eddy). A White Pelican was seen at Blaine on 
Oct. 9 (very unusual, LHK). A Green Heron was 
seen clearly at the University marsh, Seattle, in 
mid-September (Vivian Thorne). A colony of 
Great Blue Herons was found on an island near 
Comox; otherwise there was only an occasional 
bird (R. Fryer, fide Pearse). At Blaine, a group of 
about 70 was noted, Sept. 26, after nesting, and 
may have been migrating birds, or birds that had 
come together after their usual post-nesting 
wandering. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—A wounded Whistling Swan 
was brought to the lake near Longview, Wash., in 
early October. The bird was still there, Nov. 29 (A. 
B. Lintecum). One was at Green Lake, Seattle, 
Nov. 20 (SAS). A game protector said they had 
been coming through the Snohomish County flats 
the previous week; 5 had been shot by mistake, 
and some 25 hunters were arrested. Two swans 
stopped on Lake Washington, and 5 flew low over 
Garrett Eddy's house at Seattle. Two high-flying 
flocks (800±) of Canada Geese went over Victoria, 
Oct. 17 (J. O. Clay). At Blaine 51 of the larger race 
were noted, Oct. 10; the last was seen, Nov. 18. A 
smaller form (15) was there from Nov. 8 to 12. 
The first flight at Longview (200±) was noted, 
Oct. 15; 34 were still there, Nov. 29 (ABL). 
Mallards were acting as if paired at Green Lake, 
Seattle, Oct. 8 (ZMS). They were plentiful (139 
counted) at Longview, Nov. 29. Am. Widgeons 
were at Victoria, Sept. 16 (ARD). Many (150±) 
were on Green Lake, Seattle, Sept. 11; about 300, 
Sept. 27, and 450, Oct. 8. Shovellers are late 
migrants on the west coast. The first was seen at 
Seattle, Sept. 27, and there were about 150 in the 
ship canal on Nov. 20 (ZMS). A Redhead (very 
occasional) was seen at Comox the end of August. 
Wood Ducks declined in numbers at Comox; a 
pair was seen on Whidbey Island, Wash., Oct. 8 

(LHK). Greater Scaups were first seen at Victoria, 
Sept. 19, and at Blaine, Oct. 19, where there were 
150±, Nov. 18. Lesser Scaup were noted at Blaine, 
Nov. 12. The two species separate fairly well in 
winter, the Greater on salt water and the Lesser on 
fresh water. There were about 2,000 molting 
White-winged Scoters in a flock at Comox in 
August, and at the end of the period ducks, mainly 
scoters, were present in the thousands (TP). It is 
difficult to plot the movement of White-winged 
and Surf Scoters in this Region, as a number of 
immatures and non-breeders remain on salt water 
throughout the year. Their numbers increased 
appreciably at Victoria about the end of 
September, and around Seattle and Bainbridge 
Island, Oct. 8. Ruddy Ducks were reported in 
fairly large groups at Victoria, Sept. 20; Blaine, 
Oct. 15; Seattle, Sept. 11, where they increased 
three-fold by Sept. 27. The first Hooded 
Mergansers were seen at Victoria, Aug. 18; at 
Seattle, Sept. 11. They seem to have discovered 
Green Lake, at Seattle, as an attractive sanctuary. 
On Nov. 20, 12 to 15 pairs were courting (ZMS, 
SAS). The first Red-breasted Mergansers were at 
Victoria, Oct. 13. They seemed to be scarce in the 
middle Puget Sound area. From Seattle to Point 
No Point, Nov. 21, 25 were counted, and there 
were 12 along the S. W. Seattle shore, Nov. 6 
(ZMS). The first Am. Merganser was seen at 
Victoria, Oct. 17; one at Blaine, Nov. 23. Of 25 to 
30 on Green Lake, Nov. 20, all were apparently 
females. 
 
Hawks, Eagles.—A Goshawk at Comox in October 
was early for migrants (R. M. Laing). Bald Eagles 
were still around a Comox aerie with 2 young at 
the end of the period; otherwise they were scarce 
(JS, fide TP). One was seen at Bellevue, Oct. 6 
(Walter Hagenstein). Laing recorded the first 
nesting of the Golden Eagle on Vancouver 
Island, in the vicinity of Comox. There was a flight 
of 7 Marsh Hawks at Comox, Sept. 17 (TP). One 
was seen at Bellevue, Oct. 16 (Walter Hagenstein). 
A Peregrine Falcon at Comox, Sept. 17, looked 
very much like F. p. peregrinus (TP). Pigeon Hawks 
are either more numerous, or persons are 
reporting them more frequently. There was a 
juvenal at Comox, Sept. 17; one at Seattle, Sept. 
11; and one at Longview for several days the first 
of October. Mrs. Kline had 4 Sparrow Hawks at 
her place near Blaine on Sept. 6, and 19 on Sept. 
19. 
 
Grouse.—There was a heavy kill of Blue Grouse in 
the Comox area; 5,000 were taken from logged-
over land near Campbell R. Many were quite small, 
as the hunting season was advanced (TP). 
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Shorebirds.—One Ringed Plover was seen at 
Victoria, Sept. 5; and one, Sept. 16. Black-bellied 
Plovers seemed more numerous at Comox. The 
only  
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other waders showing increase there were Long-
billed Dowitchers; Fryer saw a flock of about 100 
(TP). Three Black-bellied Plovers (one in breeding 
plumage) were seen at Cape Flattery, Wash., Sept. 
1 (VT). The first (7) were at Victoria, Nov. 4. 
Three Surf-birds came to Victoria, Aug. 2, 
increased to about 200, Aug. 27, and dwindled to 
75, Sept. 14, with 4 Long-billed Dowitchers in the 
group. Also at Victoria, 8 Ruddy Turnstones were 
seen with some Black Turnstones, Aug. 2. There 
were 11 at Cape Flattery, Sept. 1; 15 at Harper, 
Sept. 24, and over 100 between Seattle and 
Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8 (VT, ZMS). The first 
Black Turn-stones (18) came to Blaine, Oct. 12, 
with 30 on Nov. 2. There was a good flight of 
Wilson's Snipe at Comox; 50 were in one wet 
meadow, about 300 at another spot; 50 were shot 
(TP). Two Spotted Sandpipers were at Victoria, 
July 29, and the last, Nov. 3. A Solitary Sandpiper 
at Blaine, Aug. 16, was Mrs. Kline's only record. A 
Wandering Tattler was seen at Victoria, Aug. 2, 
and one on Aug. 31. A Willet (rare and irregular) 
was identified by Mrs. Kline at Samish Bay, Skagit 
Co., Wash., and Oct. 9. Three Rock Sandpipers 
were seen at Victoria on Nov. 3 only, and a 
Pectoral Sandpiper was seen on Sept. 13. The first 
small sandpipers, a mixed flock of 20 to 30, were 
back at Comox, July 11 (HML). They did not 
come through in their usual numbers. The first 
Red-backed Sandpipers were at Victoria and 
Blaine, Oct. 16. There were about 500 at Blaine, 
Oct. 29, and were last seen, Nov. 12. One was at 
Harper, Sept. 24. The rare Stilt Sandpiper was 
observed on Sept. 1 at Cape Flattery for 20 min. 
(VT). Western Sandpipers were back at Victoria, 
June 27; about 100 on July 1. They increased to 
200 by July 4, and were gone by Sept. 16, except 
for one seen, Oct. 14 (ARD). The last Westerns 
(65) were at Blaine, Aug. 5. There were over 150 at 
Cape Flattery, Sept. 1; Western Sandpipers (15) 
and Northern Phalaropes (12) were at Harper, 
Sept. 24 (VT, ZMS). Eddy collected a Northern 
Phalarope on the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Sept. 25, 
and a Red Phalarope on Oct 17. 
 
Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—Parasitic Jaegers either 
were more common or observers were more 
conscious of them. Four were harassing Common 
Terns off a Seattle beach, Sept. 17 (VT). One was 

seen at Harper, Sept. 24; about 12 at Kingston, 
Oct. 3, and 3 between Seattle and Bainbridge 
Island, Oct. 8. The larger species of gulls were few 
at Comox; not a hundred were seen, instead of the 
many hundreds usually flying out to roost. At 
Harper, Sept. 24, about 30 adult Glaucous-winged 
Gulls indicated a beginning migration. They came 
to the Seattle area in greater numbers from then 
on (ZMS). One juvenal Herring Gull was at the 
ship canal at Seattle, Aug. 28; 2 adults at Harper, 
Sept. 24 (ZMS); and Eddy collected one at Port 
Angeles, Sept. 25. Herring Gulls (both an Am. and 
Thayer's) were observed at Green Lake, Nov. 20 
(ZMS). California Gulls were at Comox in unusual 
numbers, and stayed late; up to Oct. 26. There 
were many at the ship canal, Seattle, Aug. 28, 
mostly adults with few juvenals. At Harper many 
were traveling southeast, Sept. 24; at Kingston, 
Oct. 3, there were a number, also going southeast. 
There were still very many at the ship canal on 
Oct. 8; 300 were estimated on Nov. 21, and 
another 300 were seen between Seattle and Point 
No Point the same day. On Aug. 3 an injured 
juvenal Ring-billed Gull was picked up at Seattle. 
Adult Ring-bills (3) were at Green Lake, Oct 8. 
The first Short-billed Gulls at Harper were 4 
adults, Sept. 24. On Oct. 3, about 24 were going 
southeast at Kingston. At the ship canal, Seattle, 
400 were seen, and another 200 between that place 
and Point No Point on Nov. 21 (ZMS). 
Bonaparte's Gulls were first heard around Comox, 
July 20 (HML). The young showed up well, a large 
flock being seen, Oct. 25 (TP). At Blaine, 250 were 
seen, Aug. 10, the last on Oct. 16. From Seattle to 
Bainbridge Island, about 1500 were noted, Oct. 8. 
At the canal, over 300 were seen, Nov. 21, and 
another 400 between Seattle and Point No Point 
the same day. The uncommon Franklin's Gull 
was well studied with glasses at close range at 
Comox, Oct. 25. It was in winter plumage, but still 
showed some pink flush, and was with a large 
flock of Bonaparte's (TP). Three Heermann's 
Gulls were seen at Victoria, July 9; one at 
Kingston, Oct. 3; 5 between Seattle and 
Bainbridge Island, Oct. 8; and 9 between Seattle 
and Point No Point, Nov. 2. A juvenal Black Tern 
was collected by Eddy off Point No Point, Sept. 5, 
possibly the third specimen for the west side. 
 
Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—A flock of 30 Band-tailed 
Pigeons was at Comox, Oct. 25. They were 
gathering near Victoria the latter part of 
September; about 200 were noted, Sept. 22; and 
they were last seen, Oct. 3 (ARD). The last Band-
tails (15) were seen at Blaine, Sept. 15. Mrs. 
Schultz believes they do not normally winter north 
of the latitude of Seattle. It was unusual to see 7 



Northwest	  Field	  Notes	  Annotated,	  1948-‐1955	  

Mourning Doves at Comox on Oct. 25; 9 or 10 
were seen elsewhere in the vicinity. They are 
usually rare, and then only one pair is seen (TP). 
One stayed at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine for a 
month and left on Sept. 4; they were seen at two 
other places in Whatcom County. A Saw-whet 
Owl about a month old was brought to Mrs. H. L. 
Schumacher in Seattle, Oct 3. 
 
Goatsuckers, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—Common 
Nighthawks were late in nesting and stayed late. 
One young about 12 days old was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher, Aug. 6, and an injured bird of the 
year, Oct. 3. Common Nighthawks left Blaine, 
Sept. 5, and Tacoma, Wash., Sept. 7 (Louis Jezek, 
fide Boggs). At Victoria there were 2 Black Swifts, 
Aug. 17; and 6, Aug. 20. On Sept. 20, about 100 
flew around Davidson's house for some time, and 
then headed south. They were accompanied by 4 
Common Nighthawks. On Nov. 25, Davidson 
watched 2 Black Swifts over his house for an hour; 
temperature 54°, wind SW, intermittent sunshine 
and rain. The last Black Swift was seen at Blaine, 
Sept. 5. Six Vaux's Swifts were noted at Victoria, 
Aug. 15. J. O. Clay saw a Rufous Hummingbird at 
Victoria, Nov. 30. Most had gone by Sept. 4 
(ARD). The last at Blaine was seen, Sept. 1, and 
one was at Longview for several days, ending Nov. 
1. 
 
Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Last Traill's  
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Flycatchers (3) were seen at Blaine, Aug. 28. The 
last Olive-sided Flycatcher was at Victoria, Sept. 2; 
Western, Sept. 29; and Western Wood Pewee, Oct. 
3. The only Horned Larks reported were a flock of 
8 at Victoria, Oct. 5. Violet-green Swallows did not 
have a good year at Victoria; about 100 were 
gathering, Aug. 18; and 12 on Sept. 4 were the last 
seen. At Blaine the last were 5 immatures, Sept. 13. 
They left Longview, Sept. 20. There were 250 to 
300 Barn Swallows at the S. Seattle tidal ponds, 
Sept. 11. The last seen in Seattle and at Longview 
were on Sept. 24. Some young Cliff Swallows were 
still in the nest at Blaine, Aug. 27; the local nesting 
group of about 250 left on Aug. 30, a bad, rainy 
day; one immature was seen, Sept. 5. Some Cliff 
Swallows were picking up mud at Longview in late 
summer. They have not been seen in that area 
before, but nest in numbers in cliffs at Cathlamet, 
20 miles west. Purple Martins were last seen in 
Seattle, Sept. 12 (R & EB). 
 
Chickadees, Nuthatches, Bushtits.—Both Laing and 
Pearse thought they saw a Black-capped Chickadee 

at Comox; this species has not been recorded there 
so far. The Chestnut-backed showed a slight 
increase. Common Bushtits were increasing at 
Comox; one flock of 40 was reported, and some 
others (D. Guthrie, fide Pearse). Red-breasted 
Nuthatches also showed a slight increase at 
Comox. 
 
Thrushes.—There were many Am. Robins at 
Seattle, Oct. 8, apparently migrants. They were 
numerous at Longview in late September and early 
October. Varied Thrushes were first seen at 
Victoria, Sept. 19; at Blaine, Oct. 2; at Bellevue, 
Oct. 13; and at Seattle, Oct. 22. Hermit Thrushes 
were seen at Victoria between Sept. 16 and Oct. 3, 
in small numbers. Some reports at Seattle, Oct. 5 
to 12, indicated a migration. Olive-backed 
Thrushes left Victoria, Sept. 2; Blaine, Sept. 6; and 
Seattle, Sept. 12. Western Bluebirds were seen at 
Victoria between Oct. 18 and 24, the largest flock 
was 26; a few winter. A Mountain Bluebird was 
seen at Victoria, Sept. 30, and one at Bellevue, 
Nov. 11. 
 
Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes.—Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were at Blaine, Oct. 2 (LHK), and at Kingston, 
Oct. 3) (SAS). Water Pipits came through Victoria 
in goodly numbers, the last being seen, Nov. 17. 
At Blaine the first pipits (19) came in, Sept. 1; 
increased to 75 on Sept. 12; and the last was seen, 
Oct. 16. Gray Shrikes were reported more 
commonly; one immature at Victoria, Nov. 16; 
one at Blaine, Oct. 7, 2 on Oct. 9; one at Bellevue, 
Oct. 16 (VT); one in West Seattle, Oct. 22 (ZMS). 
 
Vireos, Warblers, Tanagers.—A Warbling Vireo was 
seen at Seattle, Sept. 12 (R & EB). The height of 
the warbler migration at Victoria was about Aug. 
30. Orange-crowned Warblers were last at Blaine, 
Sept. 4; 2 or 3 were seen at Seattle, Sept. 11. There 
was a heavy flight of Yellow Warblers at Victoria, 
Sept. 11 (JOC). Mrs. Kline saw her last at 
Bellingham, Wash., Sept. 17; and a very late report 
for Seattle was on Sept. 21 (R & EB). Audubon's 
Warblers went through Victoria from Sept. 25 to 
Oct. 6, in flocks of 20 to 30, and were seen north 
of Seattle in considerable numbers, with other 
birds, Oct. 5. There was a movement at Longview 
the last of September to early October. Black-
throated Gray Warblers were in the Seattle area 
from Sept. 11 to Oct. 3. Townsend's Warblers (16) 
were at Victoria, Oct. 1, and at Longview the last 
of September. They winter in small numbers from 
Seattle (at least) southward. The last Black-capped 
Warblers (3) were at Blaine, Sept. 1. The last 
Western Tanager was seen at Victoria, Sept. 14. A 
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number were seen at Seattle, Sept. 11, in a definite 
movement of small land birds.  
 
Finches and Sparrows.—House Finches apparently 
are spreading on Vancouver Island. They were 
reported at Comox on several occasions by Fryer 
and Guthrie; one was seen by Pearse, Nov. 28. 
About 50 were in a garden at Victoria in mid-
November (Mrs. Bell, fide ARD). An adult male 
and immature male were seen in South Seattle, 
Aug. 28 (ZMS). Only small flocks of Pine Siskins 
were seen at Comox, and Am. Goldfinches were 
down in numbers. There were many Am. 
Goldfinches around Seattle, Aug. 28; they were last 
seen at Victoria, Sept. 25; and at Blaine (30), Oct. 
6. Savannah Sparrows were plentiful for a short 
time at Comox on migration. The migration was 
also good at Victoria, where the last were seen, 
Nov. 9. The nesting Savannah Sparrow (brooksi) 
leaves the Region in late August or early 
September. Later observations are no doubt of 
northern-nesting races (ZMS). The first Savannahs 
(3) were at Blaine, Oct. 4. There were many at the 
S. Seattle ponds, Sept. 11; and they were numerous 
at Harper, Sept. 24 (ZMS). One was seen at Green 
Lake, Seattle, Nov. 20 (SAS). Mrs. Kline banded a 
Slate-colored Junco at Blaine, Nov. 17. Hagenstein 
saw his Am. Tree Sparrow at Bellevue, Nov. 7. 
The last Chipping Sparrow was recorded at 
Victoria, Sept. 5. White-crowned Sparrows were 
few at Comox, and also at Blaine, where the last 
was seen, Oct. 31. The first migrant White-crown 
was noted at Victoria, Sept. 10. Many immatures 
were at Seattle, Sept. 11. The last was seen at 
Longview, Sept. 23. There were fewer Golden-
crowned Sparrows than White-crowns at Comox 
(RF); a flock of Golden-crowns was around Fryer's 
house in November. The first migrant Golden-
crown was noted at Victoria, Sept. 16. An 
immature was banded at Blaine, Sept. 24, but no 
more were seen. The last was at Seattle, Sept. 13, 
and at Bellevue, Oct. 10. There was a heavy flight 
of Fox Sparrows at Victoria, Sept. 16 (JOC). The 
first was seen at Bellevue, Sept. 21 (WH), and one 
was banded at North Seattle, Sept. 27 (ZMS). 
Lincoln's Sparrows were seen on 8 occasions at 
Victoria between Sept. 16 and Oct. 18, always in 
twos.-MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. 
SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle, Wash. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1954-55 
 
PALOUSE–NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION—This past winter's 
weather was generally warmer and drier, with less 

snow, than usual, until late February and early 
March, when temperatures reached the lowest 
points of the winter. Libby, Mont., recorded –20° 
on March 5 and snow depth reached 15 inches. 
Blizzard conditions hit Great Falls, Mont., March 
22, bringing 8 inches of snow and –6°. Lowest 
temperature in the Moscow, Idaho–Pullman, 
Wash. area was –5° on March 4. In spite of these 
severe late winter conditions, birdlife appeared to 
be not seriously affected. Bird populations were 
generally high throughout the winter. Noteworthy 
were the large numbers of robins, Bohemian 
Waxwings, Oregon Juncos and many fringillids. 
Unless noted otherwise, observations at Bend, 
Oreg., are by A. I. Roest; Fortine, Mont., Winton 
Weydemeyer; Great Falls, Thomas Walker; 
Lewiston and Moscow, Idaho, and Pullman, 
Wash., Jared Verner; Missoula, Mont., R. L. Hand ; 
Spokane, Wash., Spokane Bird Club, courtesy of 
Stephen O. Stanley and Libby, Mont., the editor. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Herons.—One of the most unusual 
winter records was of an Arctic Loon which 
turned up on the Christmas Count at Sandpoint, 
Idaho. Three Western Grebes were noted on the 
same Sandpoint count. A few Pied-billed Grebes 
were reported from Bend, Oreg., and Spokane, 
Wash., being noted occasionally during December, 
January and March. Great Blue Herons wintered in 
several localities west of the Continental Divide. 
Twenty-six were seen on the Spokane Christmas 
Count. 
 
Waterfowl.—Ducks and geese were in general more 
numerous than in previous winters. Canada Geese 
were recorded in hundreds and wintered as far 
north as Flathead Lake in western Montana. 
Spokane had the unusual number of 181 on the 
Christmas Count. A single White-fronted Goose 
was seen at Bend, Jan. 9. One Snow Goose 
appeared in a flock of Canadas at Lewiston, Idaho. 
Others were reported in the Flathead Lake area 
(fide Weydemeyer). Mallards apparently wintered in 
more than usual numbers throughout the Region. 
Verner recorded over 10,000 on the Lewiston 
Christmas Count. About 6 Gadwalls wintered on 
the Great Falls Game Preserve and one was noted 
near Spokane, Jan. 2. Am. Widgeon appeared to 
winter in fairly good numbers in several localities 
from Great Falls to Bend. A few Pintails were 
noted at Lewiston and Spokane in December and 
early January but apparently did not winter. They 
wintered in the Flathead Lake area, however, 
apparently in unusual numbers (Weydemeyer). 
Green-winged Teal wintered commonly in the 
Flathead and in very large numbers at Lewiston's 
irrigation reservoir. One wintered at Great Falls 
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and 58 were counted on the Spokane Christmas 
Count. Wood Ducks were recorded only at 
Spokane, 7 on Jan. 2 and 1, March 27. Redheads  
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were present in moderate numbers as wintering 
birds, while Ring-necked Ducks were seen at 
Spokane, Bend, and Sandpoint. Fifty Canvas-backs 
were counted on the Spokane Christmas Count 
and a few appeared at Bend, while one wintered at 
Great Falls. Greater Scaup were reported only 
from Sandpoint (240 on Dec. 28), but the Lesser 
occurred at Spokane, Bend and Great Falls. Am. 
Golden-eye appeared to be plentiful in several 
places (573 at Spokane on Jan. 2) throughout the 
Region but a few Barrows were seen only at 
Spokane and Great Falls. Buffle-heads appeared at 
several localities in small numbers. Walker 
reported the first record of Old-squaw, a female of 
which wintered at Great Falls. Small numbers of 
Hooded and Am. Mergansers occurred throughout 
the Region. 
 
Hawks.—Occasional Sharp-shinned and Cooper's 
Hawks were noted in western Montana, northern 
Idaho and eastern Washington. Scattered records 
of Goshawks came from several points throughout 
the Region. Red-tailed Hawks wintered around 
Moscow, Idaho, and Bend and probably at 
Spokane. A few Rough-legged Hawks were noted: 
one at Moscow, several singles at Fortine, Lincoln 
Co., Mont.; and commonly in Cascade County, 
Mont. Bald and Golden Eagles congregated as 
usual along McDonald Creek in Glacier National 
Park, Mont., to feed upon the thousands of 
landlocked sockeye salmon which die after 
spawning. Highest count for the two species was 
on Nov. 14, when Ranger Bruce Miller counted 
82, perhaps 10 per cent of which were Golden 
Eagles (M. E. Beatty). Occasional Bald Eagles 
were seen at many points from Great Falls on the 
east to Bend in the west. Golden Eagles were 
reported less commonly from widely scattered 
points. A few Marsh Hawks wintered in the 
Region, particularly in the Moscow area. The 
Osprey was recorded on Spokane's Christmas 
Count for the first time and was not noted 
elsewhere. Pigeon Hawks were common at Great 
Falls but were seen (single birds) elsewhere only at 
Missoula and Moscow. A few Sparrow Hawks 
wintered in northern Idaho, eastern Washington 
and eastern Oregon. A Gyrfalcon was noted, Feb. 
6 and March 11 near Great Falls. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—A flock of 59 Sharp-tailed 
Grouse wintered near Great Falls. A few 

European Partridges were reported at Great Falls, 
Spokane and Missoula. Small numbers of 
California Quail were noted wintering in eastern 
Washington and northern Idaho; they were 
abundant at Lewiston. Ring-necked Pheasants 
were reported as relatively abundant in the 
Moscow-Pullman, Wash., area and extremely 
abundant at Lewiston. Other stations reported 
them in smaller numbers. Ruffed Grouse were, 
according to Hand, reported by the forest ranger 
at Missoula to be rather scarce but Weydemeyer 
reported about normal numbers at Fortine. Blue 
Grouse and Franklin's were likewise reported 
rather scarce at Missoula, and Franklin's and 
Richardson's, at Fortine in the mountains. 
 
Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Coot appeared to winter in 
about normal numbers. The largest concentration 
was reported at Sandpoint (5,805 birds, Dec. 28). 
Killdeer appeared to winter in larger numbers than 
usual; low water and lack of snow apparently made 
more feeding areas available. Wilson's Snipe 
wintered in more than usual numbers at Libby and 
Fortine in western Montana but the situation 
seemed normal in other places, where a few birds 
were noted. A single Greater Yellow-legs was seen 
along the Snake River at Lewiston, Dec. 12. A 
Glaucous-winged Gull was reported at Great 
Falls, Jan. 1. A single California Gull was at 
Spokane, Jan. 2, while a few Ring-billed Gulls 
wintered at Spokane and Lewiston and probably at 
Sandpoint. A Sabine's Gull, reported too late for 
the fall account, was identified near Great Falls, 
Sept. 25. 
 
Doves, Kingfishers, Owls—Mourning Doves wintered 
commonly along the Clearwater River, Idaho, 
above Lewiston, and also near Lewiston. Some 
birds lingered in northern areas far beyond their 
usual time. Five were still at Libby during the first 
week of January, feeding along the railway. One 
was at Bend, Jan. 21, a rather unusual record. 
Belted Kingfishers stayed late or wintered in small 
numbers at several points west of the Divide. 
Horned Owls were observed frequently near Great 
Falls, but described as unusually rare at Fortine. 
Numbers elsewhere appeared normal. Pygmy 
Owls seemed unusually scarce and were reported 
only from Fortine, sparingly. The mild winter may 
have kept them in the mountains. Two Short-eared 
Owls occurred at Moscow, Dec. 26. Richardson's 
Owl was noted at Fortine, where it is 'practically 
unknown. Saw-whet Owls were conspicuous by 
their absence at Fortine. 
 
Woodpeckers.—Red-shafted Flickers wintered 
throughout the area, with the largest number, 165, 
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being reported on Spokane's Christmas Count. 
This is unusually high. A very few Pileated 
Woodpeckers were noted: 3 at Fortine on the 
Christmas Count, and one at Spokane, March 13. 
Two Lewis's Woodpeckers lingered until Dec. 2 at 
Spokane (Stephen O. Stanley). Roest reported a 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red-naped) at Bend, 
Dec. 28. Hairy Woodpeckers appeared to be about 
normal in numbers, except for Libby and 
Missoula, where they were scarce. Downy 
Woodpeckers likewise seemed to be about as 
common as usual and were reported from both 
sides of the Divide. Arctic and Three-toed 
Woodpeckers were unusually absent from the 
valley at Fortine but occurred in the mountains, 
possibly 'because of the spruce beetle food supply. 
 
Larks, Jays and Crows.—Horned Larks were noted 
in small numbers at many localities in western 
Montana and eastern Washington. At Great Falls 
they were numerous. Gray Jays appeared to 'be in 
normal numbers around Fortine and Libby. 
Walker reported the first record of a Blue Jay at 
Great Falls, early last fall. Steller's Jay was reported, 
one bird, only from Spokane. Am. Magpies were 
reported commonly in about usual numbers west 
of the Divide and at Helena, Mont. (Christmas 
Count). Great Falls reported 3 on March 27. 
Common Ravens were fairly common in 
northwestern Montana from Missoula northward. 
Am. Crows wintered at Great Falls and Spokane. 
Clark's Nutcrackers apparently stayed in the 
mountains for the most part, as few were noted. 
The Piñon Jay wintered in normal numbers at 
Bend. 
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Chickadees, Bushtits, Nuthatches.—Black-capped 
Chickadees appeared to be present in normal 
numbers on both sides of the Divide at most 
stations. Mountain Chickadees seemed to be at 
least as common as usual; 17 were counted at 
Helena on the Christmas Count. Bushtits were 
recorded at Bend. This extends their range nearly 
100 miles northward. White-breasted Nuthatches 
occurred at several places west of the Divide, as far 
west as Bend. They were not nearly so common as 
the Red-breasted, however, which was unusually 
abundant at Fortine on the Christmas Count (66), 
and at Spokane (122) on the Count. They did not 
appear at Bend and were less common at Missoula 
and in Libby. The eastern Washington–northern 
Idaho–eastern Oregon area had Pygmy 
Nuthatches commonly. 
 

Creeper, Dipper, Wrens, Mimic Thrushes.—Brown 
Creepers apparently were scarcer than usual except 
at Bend. One was noted at Great Falls, Feb. 20. At 
Missoula, none were noted after Dec. 24. Am. 
Dippers were scarcer than usual along the 
Kootenai River near Libby and Fortine. Three or 4 
wintered at Missoula and one was seen, Dec. 23, at 
Great Falls. Winter Wrens were noted only at 
Spokane and near Libby (William Cole), 2 birds in 
each case. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were 
observed only at Lewiston (2) and Rexburg, Idaho 
(one on Christmas Count). Cañon Wrens were 
seen at Moscow (one bird) in late January and 2 
were singing at Bend on March 25. A surprising 
record for this Region was that of a Mockingbird 
at Lewiston on Dec. 31. 
 
Thrushes, Kinglets.—Am. Robins wintered in large 
numbers in the Region, especially at Spokane 
(3,811 on Christmas Count) and at Missoula. More 
birds wintered at Libby than usual and singles were 
seen occasionally at Fortine. A few wintered 
satisfactorily at Great Falls. Elsewhere they 
appeared to be present in about normal numbers. 
The Varied Thrush was unusually abundant in the 
Moscow-Pullman area all winter, and a number of 
birds wintered in Spokane (Stanley). A Hermit 
Thrush appeared at Moscow on Dec. 24. Western 
Bluebirds remained at Bend at least until Dec. 27. 
Townsend's Solitaires appeared sporadically at 
most points in the Region, even as far east as 
Great Falls. At Bend they were common, feeding 
on juniper berries. None were noted at Fortine, 
however, until after March 1. Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were noted less frequently in 
northwestern Montana from Missoula northward 
but were fairly common elsewhere west of the 
Divide. Spokane counted 124 at Christmas time. 
 
Waxwings, Shrikes, Starling.—The past winter was a 
good one for Bohemian Waxwings. Over 3200 
were seen on Spokane's Christmas Count. Large 
flocks reached Moscow and Pullman and as far 
south as Lewiston a small flock was seen. Great 
Falls had them in large numbers and Hand 
reported that by mid-December flocks of 1,000 or 
more were noted in several areas of concentration. 
The Rexburg, Idaho, Christmas Count included 
1,000 of the birds. Gray Shrikes were reported 
occasionally from many points. One noted in 
December at Lewiston was a fairly unusual record. 
The Common Starling seems to be on the way to 
living up to its name in this Region. Verner reports 
that they seem to be on a steady and rapid increase 
in the Moscow-Pullman area. Spokane recorded 
them for the first time on the Christmas Count (3 
birds) but had about 200 on Feb. 20. At Fortine 
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they appear to be on the increase and at Libby 
about 15 apparently wintered. Only one was 
reported from Great Falls, however. Some 
wintered at Missoula and at Ronan, Mont. (Hand). 
 
House Sparrow, Blackbirds.—Verner reported the 
House Sparrow as "disgustingly abundant" in the 
Moscow-Pullman area. Spokane recorded 401 on 
the Christmas Count, rather a surprisingly low 
number for so large a city and so many observers. 
Libby had at least 200 present. Presumably most 
observers do not bother to report this species but 
it appears that Counts might be valuable to reveal 
any changes in abundance. Western Meadowlarks 
wintered commonly at Lewiston and less 
frequently at Moscow. Weydemeyer reported them 
wintering in small numbers in the milder valleys of 
western Montana. One was seen at Great Falls, 
Feb. 19. Red-winged Blackbirds wintered in large 
flocks as usual at Lewiston. Some apparently 
wintered at Spokane and 2 were noted with a flock 
of Brewer's Blackbirds near Bend, Jan. 21. They 
wintered in small numbers in the milder valleys of 
western Montana (Weydemeyer, Hand). 
 
Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were 
common to abundant in the northern areas and 
scarce in the more southerly places, perhaps 
because of abundant food and little snow. They 
were unusually numerous at Fortine, where 120 
were counted in one flock. They appeared 
regularly at Libby and seemed to become more 
common during late winter. They were present all 
winter at Missoula and likewise increased in 
numbers during the winter. Cassin's Finches were 
unusually abundant during the winter, and stayed 
in large numbers in Spokane. At Missoula they 
arrived in small groups at the very early date of 
Jan. 15. The species has been recorded by Hand 
only 2 or 3 times previously in winter. Only small 
flocks were observed at Bend. Common Redpolls 
were more regular than usual in extreme 
northwestern Montana but scarcely reached 
Missoula. They were quite common at Great Falls 
from the last of November on. Gray-crowned 
Rosy Finches appeared in record numbers at 
Fortine. Weydemeyer said the flocks were the 
largest ever seen by him there—about 1,000 on 
March 17. All individuals noted closely were the 
Hepburn's race. Hand reported a flock of about 15 
of the birds at Missoula, where they are 
uncommon. Pine Grosbeaks, reported only from 
Lincoln Co., Mont., were abundant there 
(Weydemeyer, John Wilson, ED.). Pine Siskins 
wintered fairly commonly in several localities, 
especially Missoula, where they appeared in flocks 
of 1,100 or more. At Libby and Fortine the birds 

rarely winter, but this winter they appeared much 
earlier than usual, March 8 at Fortine and Feb. 12 
at Libby. Am. Goldfinches usually do not appear 
at Libby in winter but a flock of about 25 was 
noted, Dec. 29. It was a good Red Crossbill winter; 
the heavy conifer seed crop appeared to be the 
influencing factor. The birds were very common 
and regular at Fortine, Libby and  
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Missoula. Spokane had 353 on the Christmas 
Count, far more than usual. White-winged 
Crossbills were regularly present in the valley at 
Fortine and were noted several times at Libby, 
where a flock of about 25 came into the center of 
town. 
 
Towhees, Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees, unusual 
during winter in most of this area, wintered in 
small numbers in Spokane, Moscow and Missoula. 
The birds also wintered at Bend. As usual, a few 
Slate-colored Juncos showed up: 1 at Bend, 2 at 
Moscow and at least 10 at Spokane (Stanley). 
Oregon Juncos wintered in thousands in the 
Region, far more abundantly than usual. Lack of 
deep snow may have been a factor. Am. Tree 
Sparrows occurred occasionally and for the most 
part in small numbers at several points and on 
both sides of the Divide. Sandpoint noted 101 on 
the Christmas Count, which is by far the largest 
number reported. Gambel's Sparrow was very 
common as usual at Lewiston and occasional at 
Moscow and Spokane. Song Sparrows appeared to 
be more numerous than usual at Spokane, 
Lewiston, and Missoula, and in normal numbers 
elsewhere. Bend reported only 2, Dec. 27. Snow 
Buntings were noted only at Fortine, where they 
seemed unusually scarce.—THOMAS ROGERS, 
1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1954-55 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—This report records 
the reversal of a trend which has continued for the 
past several seasons. The winter started out drier 
and warmer than usual. There were 104 species 
seen on the Salt Lake Christmas Count, including 
many late dates, a new high. However, the winter 
ended up colder than usual and the precipitation 
was up to normal. By February and March the 
winter was in high gear, reminding one of 1949. 
Whether some of the movements of birds can be 
attributed to the severe winter is perhaps 
debatable. We had probably the greatest invasion 
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of Bohemian Waxwings on record while many 
other birds like the Evening Grosbeak, Red 
Crossbill, Pine Grosbeak, and Pine Siskin were 
characterized by their absence. For the first time 
that we are aware of the Horned Larks moved out 
of the Wyoming Plateau, and long before severe 
weather came, whereas they remained in the great 
blizzard of 1949. The change in the waterfowl 
population can probably be attributed to the 
change in weather. Bear River reported spring 
migration 30 days late. Normally spring migration 
there begins about Feb. 1. In general in the Great 
Basin area the fall migration stops and the spring 
begins very shortly thereafter. The abnormal 
winter cut down on the Stillwater Area winter 
population in Western Nevada. Ordinarily they 
expect the spring thaw between Jan. 15 and 25 but 
this year it did not come until Feb. 20. We are 
happy to record the report of a new Wildlife 
Refuge at Monte Vista near Alamosa in Central 
Southern Colorado. It is two years old. It is hoped 
the area will develop into a great resting area for 
ducks as well as a resting spot on migration. 
General interest in birds steadily increases in this 
area with more Christmas Counts taken and more 
observers. The great invasion of Bohemian 
Waxwings greatly increased interest as they are 
beautiful, come to peoples' homes when few birds 
are around, and are very tame. They always create 
a great impression on the populace. 
 
Waterfowl.—The Whistling Swan was down in 
numbers at Stillwater Refuge in western Nevada 
where it is principally a winter resident. LeRoy 
Giles, their wildlife management biologist, and 
Chester Markley's assistant, reported a peak of 
4,500 on Jan. 3, whereas last year there were 5,725. 
The spring migration should hit a peak in early 
March at Bear River on the edge of the Great Salt 
Lake, but this year their peak was not reached until 
March 28 when 3,400 birds were noted. The only 
other concentration east of Salt Lake was reported 
by Hendricks on Saratoga Lake in southern 
Wyoming where there were 50 birds. A Whistling 
Swan was electrocuted and broke a power line near 
Sinclair on March 16 in the same general area. The 
Trumpeter Swan wintered in greater numbers than 
ever at Grand Teton National Park, according to 
Carl Jepson, the Park Naturalist. There were 26 
birds including 8 cygnets. These birds remain on 
open water at a number of warm springs. This 
accounts for their presence in Jackson Hole in 
winter, where it is comparatively cold and the 
snow is very deep. At Monte Vista in Southern 
Colorado, Charles Bryant, the refuge manager, 
reports they are attempting to get Canada Geese to 
stop by maintaining a decoy flock. They have had 

some success so far and reported 2 Snow Geese 
on the Refuge for the first time this March. Some 
4,000 Snow Geese were recorded at Stillwater on 
March 4. The spring concentration of ducks at 
Bear River has been very shabby—so far only 
90,000 Pintail by March 2 and 17,250 Green-
winged Teal, according to Leo Young. At 
Stillwater a high concentration of ducks came 
about Feb. 27, but no count was made. Top actual 
count was 60,000 early in March, about 75% of 
these being Pintails. By the end of March there 
were 18,600 Green-winged Teal present with other 
species of duck in much smaller numbers. 
 
Hawks and Owls.—The only great concentration of 
eagles comes from Bear River, where on March 25 
there were 63 Bald Eagles and 25 Golden Eagles, 
being the greatest concentration of Bald Eagles of 
which we have record. A Burrowing Owl was 
reported on Feb. 9 at Nampa, Idaho (Shaw), a 
remarkable wintering record. 
 
Cranes, Gulls.—Some 400 Sandhill Cranes were on 
the Refuge at Monte Vista early in December but 
none have returned yet. Nearby at Alamosa there 
were 159 birds on March 27 (Armagast). A 
Glaucous  
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Gull was collected at Bear River Marsh on March 
16 by Vanez Wilson. This is believed to be the 
third record for Utah. 
 
Woodpeckers through Thrushes.—Hybrid flickers are 
common in the Rocky Mountain Region. Killpack 
banded 3 during the winter at Roosevelt. Cache 
Valley in Northeast Utah had up to 10,000 Am. 
Crows roosting in December (Standford). A 
Brown Thrasher was captured at Roosevelt on 
Dec. 29 (Killpack), first record for the Uintah 
Basin. Lockerbie reports more Am. Robins than 
usual wintering at Salt Lake in flocks up to 100. 
Both Durango (Reames) and Mesa Verde Park 
reported more robins than usual. Killpack reports 
larger numbers than usual at Roosevelt in eastern 
Utah while there were many fewer than normal 
west of Denver (Thatcher). 
 
Waxwings.—The Bohemian Waxwing invasion was 
spectacular this year. Almost all stations reported 
them in large numbers. These stations were: Cache 
Valley, Utah (Standford); Nampa, Idaho (Shaw) ; 
Sheridan, Wyo. (Waltman); Casper, Wyo. (OKS); 
Rawlins, Wyo. (Hendricks); Grand Junction, Colo. 
(Carman); in addition to the following: If we can 
believe the Utes, they recorded 6,021 on their 
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Christmas Count at Salt Lake City—a high count. 
The birds penetrated as far south as Mesa Verde 
Park in southwestern Colorado for the third time 
in 20 years. About 3,000 birds were there on Jan. 
30 (Jean Pinkley). 
 
Northern Finches.—The Evening Grosbeak is a 
normal winter resident over this whole area, but 
was almost absent this winter. There were 57 on 
the Christmas Count at Salt Lake but none since 
(Lockerbie). Oppie Reames had only one on 
March 6 at Durango in southwestern Colorado, 
none in central Wyoming. The biggest flock was 
25 at Sheridan in February (Mrs. Waltman). Don 
Thatcher in summing up the very considerable 
data on birds in the Rockies west of Denver notes 
the complete absence of Pine Grosbeaks and Red 
Crossbills, and the scarcity of Cassin's Finch and 
Pine Siskin. The scarcity of winter birds was noted 
by Grace McIntyre at Devil's Tower in 
northeastern Wyoming. Mesa Verde National Park 
reports its greatest concentration of Rosy Finches 
on record with many birds all winter but by March 
10 there were several thousand (Pinkley). These 
flocks are a mixture of all 3 species but the Brown-
capped is predominant.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Winter Season, 1954-55 
 
NORTH PACIFIC REGION.—January was 
comparatively warm and dry. Precipitation was 
only about half of normal. February was cool and 
relatively dry. There was some light snowfall in the 
latter half, not remaining very long. March brought 
the only real touch of winter, with some days of 
freezing and strong winds. Because of the open 
winter in the first part of the season, the Christmas 
Counts did not reflect the normal populations in 
areas where the counts were taken. Toward the 
end of the period, with the first arrival of cold 
weather, we found species had concentrated as 
they should have by the first of January. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—All loons were 
far below normal at Comox (Theed Pearse). 
Common Loons were fairly numerous at Victoria 
(A. R. Davidson). The last Common Loons (3) 
were at Blaine, Jan. 3 (L. H. Kline) but several  
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were at Stanwood, Snohomish Co., Wash., March 
6 (Zella M. Schultz). From Anacortes to Friday 
Harbor, Wash., by ferry route, 20 Arctic and 6 
Red-throated Loons were noted, Jan. 16 (Seattle 

Audubon Society). Usually Red-throated are more 
plentiful than Arctic. Red-necked and Eared 
Grebes were around Victoria in small numbers; 
also a few Pied-billed, always to be seen on fresh 
water in winter. In the more sheltered parts of 
Puget Sound, Red-necked Grebes were twice as 
numerous as usual; at least 45 were seen from 
Seattle to Point-no-point, Jan. 8 (ZMS). Horned 
Grebes were plentiful at Victoria, but they were 
fewer than usual in the Sound. Western Grebes 
were also plentiful at Victoria; and on the sheltered 
western side of Bainbridge Island, Wash., March 
19, there were about 2000 in two rafts (Eddy, 
Goodge, Schultz). Two Pied-billed Grebes were 
seen on salt water the same day. Double-crested 
Cormorants were very low in numbers at Comox 
during the first of the period, but more than the 
usual number came in toward the end, probably 
attracted by herring. They were also low in 
numbers in the Seattle area, but 40 to 50 Brandt's 
were present through the period, and the Pelagic 
seemed few compared to the Brandt's (ZMS). A 
Green Heron was seen near Bellevue, Wash., Feb. 
25 (Walter Hagenstein). 
 
Swans, Geese, Brant.—A party of 5 Trumpeter 
Swans in different areas near Comox, may have 
been the same birds. Canada Geese (12) were at 
Bellevue, Dec. 24 (WH), and at least 3 of the 
Cackling subspecies wintered on Lake Washington 
(SAS). Two Cacklers were on a lagoon near 
Victoria, Jan. 30. Black Brant came in very late, but 
showed up well, and remained to the end of the 
period. The vanguard (3) was noted at Harper, 
Kitsap Co., Wash., Jan. 22 (Vivian Thorne), and at 
Blaine (8) the same day, where they increased to 
about 300 by March 11. The first Brant were seen 
at Victoria early in March. There were nearly 1,000 
at Comox by the end of March. Over 200 were 
along one Seattle beach, March 26, and were still 
there, March 31 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). The 
first Snow Goose was seen at Bellevue, Dec. 12. 
One stayed in a field at Mrs. Kline's place near 
Blaine three hours, Dec. 19. Thousands normally 
winter on the Stanwood Flats, Snohomish Co., 
Wash. On March 6, there were an estimated 
30,000, with a fair number of young. (ZMS). 
 
Ducks.—All ducks were below average at Comox, 
except when gathered at herring runs. There were 
several thousand, chiefly scoters, at the end of 
March. Most ducks wintered in good numbers at 
Victoria, except for Canvas-backs. At Seattle, most 
fresh-water species moved out of Green Lake 
before the first of January, contrary to usual 
behavior. This involved mainly Am. Widgeon, 
Shovellers and Am. Mergansers. They did not 
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return in any quantity, and there has been no 
report as to where they went. This led us to infer 
that they had taken refuge on the lake during the 
hunting season. There were 12 Gad-walls at 
Bellevue, Dec. 19 (WH). (Usually they are not 
common in the Seattle area.) Am. Pintail (75 to 
100) were at Lake Stevens, Snohomish Co., Wash., 
Jan. 6 (VT); fairly numerous on the Nisqually Flats, 
Thurston Co., Wash., Feb. 20 (Ruby E. Egbert); 
and numerous on Stanwood Flats, March 5 (ZMS). 
Green-winged Teal were numerous at Stanwood, 
March 6. Am. Widgeon were plentiful on Lake 
Stevens the last of November, and about 3,700 
were seen, Jan. 6. About 5,000 were on the 
Nisqually Flats, Feb. 20, with several hundred at 
the end of March. A few male European Widgeon 
were positively identified at Longview, Wash., 
Nov. 29 (A. B. Lintecum). Two males were seen at 
Victoria, Feb. 23 and March 5 (both seen at 
different places, March 27). One was at Bellevue, 
Feb. 12 (WH). Six Wood Ducks were at Blaine, 
March 5. A large flock of Ring-necked Ducks 
stayed for several weeks on Capitol Lake, an 
impounded body of water at Olympia, Wash. (60 
were counted, Feb. 5), and from 30 to 100 Canvas-
backs wintered there (REE). About 10 Lesser 
Scaup, with a large flock of Greater, were noted at 
Victoria, Dec. 31. They were in their usual 
numbers around Seattle and Olympia. Am. 
Golden-eyes were numerous at Olympia during 
the period; some were identified as Barrow's. Two 
Barrow's were positively identified at Port Angeles, 
Wash., March 31 (VT). Buffle-heads were normal 
on middle Puget Sound; 100 were concentrated on 
the west side of Bainbridge Island, March 19 
(ZMS). There were also about 1,000 White-winged 
Scoters, 500 Surf and 25 Am. Scoters (the latter in 
pairs) around Bainbridge Island, March 19. At 
Olympia, 10 to 12 Am. Scoters were seen regularly. 
Ruddy Ducks were fairly common at Victoria, but 
in certain areas only. On Jan. 2, there was a 
concentration of about 300 at Olympia, and about 
200 on Green Lake, Seattle. All mergansers were 
low in numbers at Comox. At Victoria, the 
Hooded were in small numbers, but the Red-
breasted was common, and about 50 male 
Americans were on a lake in the vicinity, with a 
few others seen regularly in other places. Over 150 
Am. Mergansers (40 females) were on Green Lake, 
Dec. 5; about 500 on Dec. 12 were also mostly 
males (Elizabeth L. Curtis). They had moved out 
by Jan. 2. 
 
Hawks, Eagles.—Birds of prey are not at all 
common in the areas of reports. Most species are 
seen occasionally. Bald Eagles seemed to be 
reported more frequently. Some of those reported 

were: Victoria area, 6 times (ARD); 2 immatures at 
Nisqually, Feb. 20, (REE); 4 immatures and 1 adult 
at Stanwood, March 6 (ZMS); 2 at Green River, 
King Co., Wash., March 28 (VT). The local 
population at Comox consisted of 2 adults and 3 
young, apparently first-year birds. One of the local 
Golden Eagles at Comox was reported killed. 
 
Shorebirds.—Black Oyster-catchers, formerly 
uncommon at Victoria, have been fairly common, 
which may indicate an upswing since protection 
was imposed some time ago (ARD). Killdeer were 
migrating at Seattle the middle of February (ZMS), 
and were back at Comox on Feb. 23 (TP). Black 
Turnstones did not show up as usual at Comox. 
They were common at Victoria, where a Ruddy 
Turnstone was seen, Jan. 29, and stayed for some 
weeks. Wilson's Snipe (6) were at Redmond, King 
Co., Wash., and  
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at Bellevue (4), Feb. 21 (VT). One was seen at 
Blaine, March 6 (LHK); and 17 were counted near 
Stanwood, March 6, 12 of them concentrated 
because of snow (ZMS). One Hudsonian Curlew 
was seen at the same spot in Victoria where one 
wintered for the last three years. Greater Yellow-
legs (11) wintered in a flooded field near Victoria 
(ARD), and one was seen at Bellevue, Feb. 12 
(WH). Red-backed Sandpipers were seen in small 
numbers at Victoria throughout the period, the 
largest flock being 50. Two large flocks of 700 and 
300 on the Nisqually Flats, Feb. 20, were probably 
Red-backs. At Kent, Wash., Feb. 13, there was a 
mixed flock of about 450 (¾ Red-backs and ¼ 
Western) in a flooded field (VT). At Stanwood, 
March 6, about 2,000 Red-backs were seen (ZMS). 
 
Gulls, Alcids.—There were some immense 
concentrations of gulls on the eastern side of 
Vancouver Island during the herring runs. On Feb. 
13, there were an estimated 25,000, the majority of 
which were adult Glaucous-wings, but with a good 
number of Herring Gulls (Thayer's). On March 18, 
there were an estimated 100,000 at Parksville, and 
from there to Courtenay another big lot of some 
thousands; the greatest concentration ever seen by 
Pearse. All gulls were about normal at Victoria and 
elsewhere in the Region. Four Western Gulls were 
seen at Seattle, March 19 (ZMS). A Ring-billed 
Gull at Victoria, Feb. 4, is worthy of note. They 
are usually not found in winter north of the Seattle 
latitude; there and southward they are seen in small 
numbers on fresh water. All alcids were about 
normal at Victoria, and were very common all 
winter from the San Juan Islands south on Puget 
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Sound. This is significant, considering the great 
amount of fuel oil that was spilled in the autumn 
season. 
 
Owls, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers.—A Short-eared 
Owl was seen at Victoria, Dec. 9 and Jan. 27. 
From Mt. Vernon to Anacortes, Wash., 5 were 
seen, Jan. 16 (SAS). A Rufous Hummingbird was 
at Victoria, Jan. 23 (ARD). All woodpeckers at 
Comox seemed to be very few, except for Red-
shafted Flickers. Flickers were common at 
Victoria, where it was encouraging to report that 
Pileated Woodpeckers were in fair numbers. 
 
Larks, Chickadees, Bushtits, Creepers, Wrens.—A flock 
of 20 Horned Larks at Comox, Feb. 20, the day 
after the coldest night of the season, may have 
been the summer resident strigata returning to its 
nesting grounds at the airport. Six were seen in the 
snow at Stanwood, March 6 (probably summer 
nesters ZMS). Flocks of Common Bushtits (up to 
40) were seen frequently at Victoria; Red-breasted 
Nuthatches and Brown Creepers were in fair 
numbers; Winter and Bewick's Wrens were 
common. 
 
Thrushes.—Am. Robins were plentiful throughout 
the Region. A flock of about 500 moved to Mrs. 
Kline's place near Blaine the first week in January, 
and were there at the end of period. They were 
very plentiful from Seattle to Stanwood, March 6. 
Approximately 250 Varied Thrushes were seen on 
that trip, a very good showing for that species. 
Varied Thrushes were quite numerous at Victoria 
all winter, and were still there, March 31. The first 
Varied Thrush was noted at Bellevue, Dec. 25 
(WH). They did not come to parks and gardens in 
Seattle in any numbers due to the open weather. 
Two Hermit Thrushes were seen at Victoria, Jan. 
2, and singles on Jan. 6 and March 24. 
 
Kinglets, Waxwings, Starlings, Shrikes.—Golden-
crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were 
common at Victoria. Golden-crowns were more 
common in the Seattle area than for years. Cedar 
Waxwings were also fairly common in Seattle; 
about 100 were around Mr. and Mrs. Boggs' place, 
Dec. 31. At Issaquah, King Co., Wash., 35 
Bohemian Waxwings were seen, Feb. 21 (very 
irregular winter visitors—VT); and 15 were seen at 
Rockport, Skagit Co., Wash., March 24 (Fern 
Skinner). Common Starlings continued their 
advance in the Region. A flock of 20 was seen at 
Comox, Feb. 28, the coldest day of the season. 
From 50 to 60 came to the Victoria area, Dec. 24, 
and 142 were noted on the Christmas Count, Jan. 
2. There was a flock of 26 at Issaquah, Feb. 27 

(WH), and 17 were reported in Thurston County, 
with one collected early in February (REE). Gray 
Shrikes continued to be reported more often; 
particularly at Victoria, with an adult, Dec. 10; an 
immature, Dec. 22, and an adult, Jan. 29, and Feb. 
25. 
 
Blackbirds.—A male Brown-headed Cowbird was 
seen near Kent, Wash., March 6 (VEC). Red-
winged Blackbirds wintered at Comox in some 
numbers. This habit is not always consistent. They 
also wintered at Victoria in small numbers. The 
first (6) came to Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, 
March 19, and they were singing on the Nisqually 
Flats, Feb. 22 (REE). 
 
Northern Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were fairly 
plentiful throughout the Region. Small flocks were 
seen at Comox on and off during winter; 20 were 
at Blaine, March 4 (the first); and over 75 were in a 
flock at Nisqually, Feb. 22. Many other calls came 
to us. Purple Finches were also fairly common in 
most places. Flocks of about 70 were seen at 
Victoria in February. House Finches were reported 
more frequently. They have been known as 
summer visitors in suitable areas in southern 
British Columbia, and on Vancouver Island for 
several years, and also in the Portland, Oreg., area, 
but only sparingly in the intervening country. 
Either the species skipped the Puget Sound region 
for some reason, or the observers have just 
recently learned to recognize them. About 50 
wintered at Victoria, in one district where they 
were given their favorite food. Arrivals in March 
increased the flock to about 100. At Seattle, 52 
were reported on the Christmas Count, Jan. 2 
(VEC). A pair was seen at Issaquah, Feb. 21 (VT), 
and one was seen at Nisqually, Feb. 22 (REE). The 
Pine Siskin seemed to be the most plentiful small 
bird: 5,580 were tallied at Seattle on the Christmas 
Count, 1,900 at Olympia, 2,057 at Portland. They 
were few in number at Comox, but flocks up to 
700 were at Victoria to the end of January, with 
only small scattered flocks from then to the end of 
the period. From 100 to 150 were at Mrs. Kline's 
place, Dec. 4 to Jan. 7. There was a flock of about 
400 in the Sammamish Valley, King Co., Wash., 
Jan. 6 (VT). 
 
Sparrows.—One Slate-colored Junco (hyemalis) was 
identified at Bellevue, Feb. 27 (WH). The Am.  
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Tree Sparrow at Bellevue was seen again, Dec. 26, 
Jan. 23, Feb. 13 (WH), and Feb. 21 (VT). A 
Chipping Sparrow at Seattle, March 6, must have 
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been a stray (VEC). An immature White-crowned 
Sparrow (Gambel's) was trapped at Bellevue in 
January (W. H. Ransom). Information about the 
status of races of White-crowned Sparrows in 
winter is being assembled. Golden-crowned 
Sparrows wintered in fair numbers at Victoria, the 
largest flock being about 40.—MARTHA R. 
FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, 
Washington State Museum, University of Washington, 
Seattle 5, Wash. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1955 
 
PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Spring in the Region 
was extremely back- ward. For example, the U. S. 
Weather Bureau records showed it to be the 
coldest spring in history at Missoula, Mont. Other 
localities reported similar conditions. Precipitation 
was generally above normal, much of it as late 
snowfall. At Bend, Oreg., Roest reported snow, 
cold and wind during the third week of April, 
causing large numbers of migrants to collect in the 
town, some of them being killed in collisions. Late 
winter conditions, in February and early March, 
was mild, however, and in some cases seemed to 
encourage earlier than normal migration of the 
earliest species (Cassin's Finch, Pine Siskin, and 
Varied Thrush). On the other hand, the 
abnormally low temperatures during the remainder 
of the spring appeared to delay many species. At 
Great Falls, Mont., however, Walker reported that 
most birds appeared, if anything, a few days earlier 
than last year. Unless otherwise indicated, 
observations for Bend, Oreg., are by A. I. Roest or 
Robert Jewell; Warm Springs, Oreg., Kenneth 
Burden; Fortine, Mont., Winton Weydemeyer; 
Great Falls, Mont., John  
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Person or Tom Walker; Lewiston and Moscow, 
Idaho and Pullman, Wash., Jared Verner; Missoula, 
and Ninepipe and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Lake 
Co., Mont., R. L. Hand; Spokane, Wash., Spokane 
Bird Club, fide S. O. Stanley; and Libby, Mont., the 
editor. 
 
Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Eared Grebes were 
reported from most localities; the main migration 
at Great Falls occurred about April 29 (62 birds). 
A Double-crested Cormorant was recorded, May 
22, at Nylan Lake near Great Falls. Great Blue 
Herons were noted widely, and were early at Libby 
(2 on Feb. 21, Ernie Wood, Jr.) but late at 
Missoula (April 10). A Black-crowned Night 

Heron at Fortine, May 27, was Weydemeyer's first 
record of the species there in 35 years' observing. 
 
Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Twenty Whistling Swans 
were at Saltese Marsh near Spokane, March 20. As 
late as June 5 a few were still migrating through 
western Montana (Fortine). The first movement of 
Canada Geese was at Warm Springs in February. 
Migration continued through April and May, with 
150 flying near Spokane, May 29. Lesser Snow 
Geese were observed in Montana and northern 
Idaho (Thomas D. Burleigh). Mallards were 
apparently migrating in late February, as large 
numbers were noted near Thompson Falls, Mont., 
at that time (RLH). About 1,000 Mallards and 
2,000 Pintail were seen near Reardan, Wash., 
March 20 (SOS). Few Gadwall were noted. Am. 
Widgeon were abundant in places: 1,000 at 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, April 23, and 2,000 
near Spokane, April 3. Pintails were numerous at 
Great Falls (1,300 on May 7) and Pullman (800 on 
March 27). Green-winged Teal were much 
commoner than usual at Missoula. Blue-winged 
and Cinnamon Teal and Shovellers were reported 
in moderate numbers. Wood Ducks appeared, 
March 19 (early) at Pullman; April 10 at Missoula; 
and April 2 at Spokane. But few Redheads were 
seen. Ring-necked Ducks appeared near Spokane, 
at Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge (SBC, JV) 
and near Bend. Few Canvas-backs were noted, but 
Lesser Scaup were common. Buffle-heads, widely 
reported, were common only at Kicking Horse (30 
or 40 on April 30). About 1,000 Ruddy Ducks 
were at Benton Lake near Great Falls, May 7. 
Hooded Mergansers appeared only at Missoula 
(March 13, early) and Great Falls. Red-breasted 
Mergansers appeared at Great Falls, with a peak of 
38, April 8. 
 
Vultures and Hawks.—A few Turkey Vultures were 
noted at Great Falls, Missoula, near Spokane and 
at Bend. Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks were 
very scarce. A few Rough-legged Hawks were seen 
during April near Bend, Spokane and Pullman. 
The Ferruginous Hawk was reported from Great 
Falls (March 27) and from Whitman County, 
Wash. (April 23) (JV). Marsh Hawks arrived in 
April and were early at Fortine (April 16). A 
Prairie Falcon was observed at close range at 
Four Lakes near Spokane, May 1. The Pigeon 
Hawk was very scarce; only a single was noted at 
Libby, April 2. Sparrow Hawks generally returned 
in April, but one was at Plains, Mont., Feb. 26 
(RLH) and one at Missoula, March 19. 
 
Coot, Shorebirds, Gulls.—Flocks of Am. Coot, 
aggregating thousands, were noted by Hand along 



Northwest	  Field	  Notes	  Annotated,	  1948-‐1955	  

the Flathead River between Thompson Falls and 
Dixon, Mont., Feb. 26. The species was very 
common at Ninepipe, Kicking Horse and 
Lewiston in late April. Migrant Killdeer arrived 
from about mid-March on. A hundred were seen 
near Spokane, April 3. Wilson's Snipe appeared in 
late April, though some wintered in the Region. 
Spotted Sandpipers arrived in May. A few first 
dates are: Great Falls, May 1; Missoula, May 13; 
Fortine and Libby, May 20. Solitary Sandpipers 
were seen only at Great Falls, May 15 and 16, and 
in the Moscow area, April 23. A single Willet was 
noted at Benton Lake near Great Falls, May 7. 
Greater Yellow-legs appeared in fair numbers, 
mostly in northern Idaho and eastern Washington, 
from April 16 to May 1. Two Lessers were seen at 
Turnbull, May 1 (SBC) and Burleigh noted the 
species at Potlatch, Idaho, and April 25 (very 
early). Person and Walker noted Baird's Sandpiper 
near Great Falls, April 18 and May 7. Single Least 
Sandpipers were noted at Kicking Horse, April 30 
and May 21. A few dowitchers migrated through in 
early May. Three Semipalmated (or Western) 
Sandpipers were noted at Kicking Horse, April 30 
and May 21. The Western was noted at Turnbull, 
May 22 (SBC). First records for Am. Avocets 
were: Great Falls, April 17; Ninepipe, April 30, and 
Lewiston, April 24. Earliest date for Wilson's 
Phalarope was May 12, at Evaro, Missoula Co., 
Mont. (RLH). A single Northern Phalarope 
appeared at Moscow, May 14. California Gulls 
arrived on April 24 at Great Falls and one was 
identified, April 10, at Missoula. At least a 
thousand Ring-billed Gulls were at West Medical 
Lake, Wash., May 29 (SBC). This is the second 
year such large numbers have been noted there. By 
mid-April about 250 were at Great Falls. Three 
Forster's Terns appeared at Kicking Horse, May 
21, while Black Terns were common at several 
localities by the end of May. 
 
Doves, Owls, Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds.—
Mourning Doves began arriving about the first 
week in May in most places. Two Short-eared 
Owls were seen at Missoula, April 30, and one at 
Kicking Horse, May 21. A pair of Burrowing Owls 
was noted at a burrow near Sprague Lake near 
Spokane, April 17. Common Nighthawks had not 
yet arrived, except for one at Warm Springs, May 
17; a few in Spokane, May 25, and one at Great 
Falls, June 2. Vaux's Swift arrived at Warm 
Springs, May 17, and at Missoula, May 22. Rufous 
Hummingbirds appeared the first week in May in 
the far western part of the Region but were late in 
western Montana. 
 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—The wintering population 
of Red-shafted Flickers was increased by migrants 
during the last half of March at Great Falls and 
Missoula. Lewis's Woodpecker arrived about mid-
May, but appeared, May 6, at Warm Springs. 
Reports of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were few. 
The earliest date was April 17 at Missoula. Western 
Kingbirds arrived the third week of May in 
Montana and about 2 weeks earlier in eastern 
Washington and central Oregon. First dates for 
Say's Phoebe were: Lewiston, March 13 (TDB); 
Spokane area, April 3; Great  
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Falls, May 8. Traill's and Least Flycatchers 
appeared around the middle of May, the latter 
appearing only at Libby. Hammond's Flycatcher 
was collected at Moscow, May 5 (TDB) and 
Wright's was collected there May 8 (TDB). The 
Western Flycatcher was reported at Missoula, May 
25 and at Four Lakes, Wash., May 22 (SBC). The 
Western Wood Pewee appeared, May 6, at Bend, 
but was late in western Montana: Fortine, May 31; 
Libby, June 6, and Missoula, not arrived by June 3. 
An Olive-sided Flycatcher was noted, May 28, on 
Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, Idaho. Migrant 
Horned Larks were noted during March at Fortine 
and appeared on Feb. 7 at Warm Springs. 
 
Swallows.—A Violet-green Swallow was seen at 
Libby in a snowstorm, March 10 and 4 were noted 
3 days later (very early). What happened to these 
birds in the –20° weather that followed is not 
known, but no more were seen until April 2. At 
Spokane they apparently fared better, for hundreds 
fed along the river on March 13. Two Tree 
Swallows were noted there on that date, earliest for 
the Region. They appeared on March 16 at 
Lewiston, but elsewhere not until late March and 
early April. Bank and Rough-winged Swallows 
appeared in numbers after mid-May, with a few 
earlier records, e.g., 2 near Spokane, April 23 (JV). 
Barn and Cliff Swallows, like so many migrants, 
appeared first in central Oregon at Warm Springs, 
March 19. Elsewhere the Barn appeared in late 
April or in May and the Cliff, the first half of May. 
A Purple Martin was seen near Great Falls, April 
18. 
 
Jays, Bushtit, Dipper, Wrens.—Arrival dates for Am. 
Crows were: Missoula, March 13; Pullman, March 
27; Fortine, March 28 (late). Clark's Nutcracker 
became commoner in the valley at Fortine during 
the period. The Bushtit was noted at Warm 
Springs, April 17 and May 24. Wintering Am. 
Dippers were last noted at Missoula and Libby (R. 
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Francom) around mid-April. May 7 was the first 
date for House Wrens (Libby and Pullman). 
Winter Wrens were singing commonly along Cedar 
Creek near Libby on May 7. One was noted near 
Pullman, May 10 to 17. Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were seen at Saltese Marsh near Spokane, April 3. 
The only Rock Wren reported was one at 
Missoula, May 1. 
 
Catbird, Thrushes.—The earliest Catbird record was 
May 16 at Great Falls. Am. Robins increased in 
numbers in early March in western Montana and 
near the end of the month at Great Falls. In 
eastern Washington and central Oregon winter 
residents appeared to move out during March and 
April and summer residents then arrived. 
Migration of Varied Thrushes seemed to be 
unusually prolonged. The birds first appeared at 
Libby, Feb. 27 and Missoula, Feb. 28, both early 
dates, and lingered until April 25 at Libby and May 
4 at Pullman. Late snows in the mountains 
probably held them in the valleys. The Hermit 
Thrush was noted migrating between April 16 
(Bend) and May 17 (Great Falls). A good 
movement of Olive-backed Thrushes was noted at 
Great Falls (30 on May 16). A few Veeries arrived 
the latter part of May. A few Western Bluebirds 
appeared: 10 at Lewiston, March 20 (TDB), several 
pairs at Bend, April 9, and a few near Spokane. 
Mountain Bluebirds arrived around the first of 
April in most localities, except for a pair near 
Pullman, March 19. Wintering Townsend's 
Solitaires were generally gone by mid-May. Eight 
migrants were at Great Falls, April 29. 
 
Kinglets, Waxwings, Shrikes, Vireos.—Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets showed remarkable uniformity, arriving 
during the last week of April in nearly every 
locality. This was late for Missoula and Libby. 
Bohemian Waxwings were mostly gone early in 
April, but some stayed very late at Missoula (April 
24) and left Great Falls, April 22. Cedar Waxwings 
arrived at Bend, May 7; Libby, May 28, and 
Fortine, June 2, and were not noted elsewhere. 
The Gray Shrike was reported at Bend, May 15, 
and up to April 14 at Moscow (TDB). The 
Loggerhead Shrike was migrating in the Great 
Falls area around the first of May, and appeared, 
April 3 and later, in the Spokane area. The 
Common Starling was migrating the first part of 
March in western Montana. Several reports 
indicate a gradual increase in numbers. Cassin's 
Vireo generally appeared about May 15, but was 
seen at Moscow, May 5 (TDB). Migrant Red-eyed 
Vireos arrived in Great Falls, May 15, later at 
points farther west. Warbling Vireos appeared 

about the third week of May, except for Spokane 
(May 7). 
 
Warblers.—The warbler migration was at its peak 
during May. This included the Tennessee, Orange-
crowned, Nashville, Yellow, Townsend's, Black-
poll (at Great Falls), Northern Water-thrush, 
Macgillivray's, Common Yellowthroat, Black-
capped, and Am. Redstart. A female Parula 
Warbler was identified at close range, June 2, at 
Great Falls, far west of its usual range (JP). Myrtle 
Warblers passed through Great Falls around the 
last of April and 2 were noted at Turnbull, where 
they are rare, May 1. First dates for Audubon's 
Warbler varied from April 5 at Bend to May 13 at 
Fortine (late). They were about a week late at 
Libby (May 1). An Oven-bird in full song was 
positively identified at close range with 7 x 35 
binoculars in the Little Belt Mts., Montana, May 30 
(Jeff and Tom Walker). A Yellow-breasted Chat 
(Long-tailed) appeared near Great Falls, May 17. A 
few appeared as usual at Four Lakes near Spokane. 
The Black-capped Warbler appeared to be rather 
common, more so than usual at Missoula. An Am. 
Redstart was noted at Warm Springs. 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Bobolinks were 
reported only from Missoula, arriving on May 22. 
Western Meadowlarks arrived during March and 
early April. Yellow-headed Blackbirds arrived in 
late April and May, but Red-winged Blackbirds 
began returning as early as Feb. 16 (Genesee, 
Idaho) (JV). Bullock's Orioles appeared in May. 
Brewer's Blackbirds were migrating in late March 
and April. The Brown-headed Cowbird quite 
uniformly arrived around the middle of May, as 
did the Western Tanager in most localities. 
 
Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
arrived around the last of May. Lazuli Buntings 
were noted returning from May 12 on. Evening 
Grosbeaks, abundant in western Montana and the 
Spokane area, mostly disappeared around mid-
May. Cassin's Finch was generally more abundant 
than usual and  
 
Audubon Field Notes, Volume 9, Number 4  346 
 
appeared early, in the first part of March. The 
House Finch was abundant as usual at Lewiston in 
early May (Hand). No Pine Grosbeaks were noted 
in the valley at Libby after March 10. A flock of 
about 1,000 Common Redpolls was at Fortine in 
April. Pine Siskins were present in above normal 
numbers during the period. The Am. Goldfinch, 
where not resident, appeared in late April and May. 
Red Crossbills, widely reported west of the divide, 
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lingered in the valleys into June. Spotted Towhees, 
where not wintering, appeared on March 12 at 
Warm Springs; March 24 at Libby and May 3 at 
Great Falls, to mention only a few dates. Savannah 
and Vesper Sparrows appeared mostly during the 
last half of April; Lewiston had the former on 
April 6. Lark Sparrows appeared in May. A few 
Slate-colored Juncos were noted at Great Falls 
(early April) and Turnbull (May 1). Oregon Juncos 
appeared to have spread out to their breeding 
places in western Montana during March and early 
April, but were still migrating in peak numbers on 
April 28 at Great Falls. Am. Tree Sparrow reports 
were few: last seen at Lewiston, April 6, and one 
seen at Great Falls the next day. Chipping 
Sparrows mostly arrived from May 1 on. Brewer's 
Sparrow, noted only in central Oregon and along 
the Snake River in eastern Washington, first 
appeared on April 30. White-crowned Sparrows 
appeared to migrate through in about normal 
numbers between late April and mid-May. Golden-
crowned Sparrows migrated through Bend from 
April 24 to May 16; one was noted at Spokane, 
May 21 (SOS). One White-throated Sparrow was 
noted at Great Falls, May 29. Fox Sparrows arrived 
in late March (Lewiston) or April (April 2 at 
Fortine and April 24 at Bend). A few Lincoln's 
Sparrows appeared in mid-May (Great Falls, Libby, 
and Spokane) but were at Lewiston, April 6. An 
influx of Song Sparrows was noted in late March 
and early April in western Montana. They arrived 
the last of April at Great Falls. McCown's and 
Chestnut-collared Long-spurs were common near 
Great Falls on May 7.—THOMAS ROGERS, 
Libby, Mont. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1955 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—Spring was delayed 
in starting and was one of the latest on record. In 
Wyoming it started to catch up in Mid-May, but 
elsewhere remained behind. The season was 
almost a month behind at Bear River Marshes at 
the north end of Great Salt Lake. Moisture was 
normal, continuing a reversal of trend which 
started in the winter. Don Thatcher of Denver, 
with more facts and figures than the rest of us, can 
give more exact dates on arrivals; he found the 
average of all species was 5 days late. Sidney Hyde, 
reporting from Gunnison (el. 7,750 ft.) in west 
central Colorado, had a snow storm, May 27; many 
of the spring migrants had not yet arrived there by 
June 1. Nowhere in this Region were Olive-sided 
Flycatchers reported by June 1, which is normal. 
This does point out the futility of covering the 

entire spring migration in this issue. The attitudinal 
as well as latitudinal migration complicates matters 
further with such varied climates so close together. 
 
Grebes.—For some reason there was a tremendous 
concentration of Eared Grebes at Bear River 
Marshes, according to Vanez Wilson, the refuge 
manager. By April 28 the count was 10,900, 
whereas only 226 were recorded last year. The 
Carson sink adjoining the Stillwater Refuge in 
western Nevada was flooded by the water of the 
1950-51 winter, and the lake formed has been 
slowly drying up since. Therefore, many water 
birds like the Western Grebe are decreasing in 
numbers in that area. This is from the very 
excellent report from Stillwater Refuge by biologist 
Leroy Giles and refuge manager Chester Markley. 
 
Cormorants.—From Stillwater also comes word of 
another inept control program by sportsmen. This 
time it is the Double-crested Cormorant that is 
being "controlled." One of the favorite feeding 
areas of the cormorant is the Carson River below 
Lahontan Dam. The Carson River supplies the 
Stillwater Refuge. This stretch of river was heavily 
stocked with hatchery trout in April. The 
sportsmen spent much time shooting at the 
cormorants to "control" them. The actual kill of 
cormorants was low because the birds, after being 
shot at, became exceedingly wary. Judging from 
various accounts the kill was somewhere between 
70 and 250. The true figure of mortality is 
relatively immaterial for it is only a fraction of the 
local population of more than 6,000 birds that 
range out from the nesting islands of Pyramid 
Lake. The actual effect of the control program was 
a hazing and dispersal to other feeding areas. The 
cormorants increased at Stillwater. 
 
Geese and Ducks.—Ken McLeod of Klamath Falls 
in eastern Oregon reported on 5 banding returns 
from Lower Klamath Lake of Snow Geese and 
Pintails that were returned by the Russians from 
eastern Siberia over the past 3 years. This spring at 
Tule Lake they dyed some 45 Snow Geese red and 
15 Ross's Geese yellow to study migration. 
Incidentally, the dye was in an alcoholic solution 
and was absorbed, causing the birds to go on a 
binge; but imagine having 15 Ross's Geese to dye. 
The position of the ducks at Stillwater during 
AFN's spring of April and May is, to say the least, 
uncooperative, and this pattern applies to the 
whole of the Great Basin. The spring migration is 
well past its peak by April 1 and the concentration 
of ducks goes steadily down until late May when 
only 4,500 were recorded at Stillwater. It then will 
rise for the nesting season which starts in June, 
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much of the nesting population coming from very 
late arrivals. So for waterfowl in the Great Basin 
this is not the spring migration issue even in as late 
a season as this. Clifton Greenhalgh reported a 
concentration of 150  
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Hooded Mergansers at Bear Lake in northeastern 
Utah, April 20. Charles Bryant at Monte Vista 
Wildlife Refuge in Southern Colorado reported a 
very good hatch already for the nesting ducks. 
 
Cranes and Coot.—A pair of Sandhill Cranes nested 
at Leek's pond in Jackson Hole (Jepson). At 
Stillwater Refuge the peak of the Am. Coot 
migration was 24,000 on April 12, which dwindled 
to 4,800 by late May. This bird has been decreasing 
there for 2 years. It is hoped that this decrease will 
continue as the population is over the food 
producing capacity of the marsh. Am. Coot 
numbers have been at such a high level that these 
birds have been consuming a disproportionate 
share of sago pond weed and other submerged 
aquatics. Redheads depend upon the sago to such 
an extent that their numbers decrease if the sago 
disappears. Coots do the greatest damage by eating 
sago in the early growth stage before it can make a 
crop of seed (Leroy Giles). 
 
Shorebirds.—All reports indicate a very good spring 
migration of shorebirds. Fifty-seven Red-backed 
Sandpipers were seen at Stillwater on May 4; this is 
an uncommon bird in the Great Basin. Two Black-
necked Stilts were seen at Ocean Lake in central 
Wyoming during May (Wyo. Aud. Soc.). The bird 
is common farther west, however. At Stillwater the 
high count for migrating dowitchers was 5,000 on 
May 4. The Western Sandpiper's high count 
(30,000) was on the same day. A Sanderling was 
seen by Lambertsen near Rawlins, Wyo., on May 3, 
an unusual spring bird in Wyoming. Northern 
Phalaropes migrated through this whole Region in 
early May, as many reports indicate. After the 
middle of May their numbers diminished rapidly. 
 
Gulls and Terns.—The Bear River Marshes recorded 
an increase of nesting California Gulls this year, 
from 4,821 nests in 1954 to 6,123 this season. The 
Caspian Tern failed to arrive at Bear River this 
spring where it has been a common summer 
resident. We presume that the season merely 
slowed it up. Three Black Terns were seen at 
Gunnison by Hyde for the first record of that 
region; elsewhere this species is common at lower 
altitudes. 
 

Land birds.—Cogswell had an albino raven in 
Antelope Valley in central Nevada on April 10 
with plumage which looked like that of a first-year 
Glaucous-winged Gull. The warblers were very 
late and there were few notable records. Three 
Myrtle Warblers were in Rawlins, May 9 (JL); 2 at 
Georgetown west of Denver, April 30 (Thatcher). 
A (Grinnell's) Northern Water-thrush was at 
Rawlins, May 26 (JL), another at Ocean Lake, May 
22 (OKS); and still another at Gunnison, May 22 
(Hyde). Mrs. Shaw found 10 Virginia's Warblers at 
Nampa in southwestern Idaho on May 29. This 
was her first record for the species. The Orange-
crowned Warbler was characterized by its absence, 
being missed in central Wyoming (OKS), Durango 
in southwestern Colorado (Reames), and Denver 
(Thatcher). Western Tanagers were especially 
common in Durango (Reames), doubtless due to 
the continued winter weather to the north, as 
Hyde at Gunnison had not yet seen this common 
western bird by June 1.—DR. OLIVER K. 
SCOTT, 437 East 13th St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
Spring Migration, 1955 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—April 
was cooler than average, and the precipitation was 
more than normal, but well distributed throughout 
the month, with no heavy falls. The average 
monthly temperature in May was one of the 
coolest of record. The average cloudiness was 
greater than normal; the total precipitation was 
slightly less than normal, with no heavy falls. All 
observers felt the migration was from ten days to 
two weeks late, especially for those species which 
normally pass through in March and early April. 
One of the events of the season was the unusually 
heavy migration of Golden-crowned Sparrows in 
the northern part. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—Two Common Loons 
and 5 Arctic Loons were seen on Admiralty Inlet 
(that body of water from the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
to the opening of Hood Canal, often included in 
general name of Puget Sound), May 8 (Zella M. 
Schultz and Garret Eddy). Two Red-throated 
Loons were seen at Victoria in early May, and one 
May 11 (A. R. Davidson). One at Seattle, May 8, 
was in winter plumage (ZMS, GE). Red-necked 
Grebes were at Lake Crescent, Wash., April 16 (3 
in breeding and 1 in winter plumage, ZMS). There 
were 4 Red-necked and 15 Horned Grebes on 
Admiralty Inlet, May 8. A flock of 8 Horned was 
in breeding plumage at Port Angeles, Wash., April 
15 (ZMS); and the last was seen at Blaine, May 10, 
where they had been scarce (Lucile H. Kline). The 
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Western Grebe flock at Victoria gradually 
diminished from April 1 to mid-May. There were 3 
at the Ship Canal, Seattle, and 6 scattered on Puget 
Sound to Admiralty Inlet, May 8 (ZMS, GE). The 
last (3) were at Blaine, May 21. A Double-crested 
Cormorant at Bellevue, April 23, was in full 
breeding plumage (Seattle Audubon Society). On a 
cruise from Seattle .to the Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
May 8, 1 Double-crested, 247 Brandt's, and 38 
Pelagic Cormorants were tallied (ZMS, GE). The 
Pelagic were showing white breeding patches at 
Victoria in early March (ARD). 
 
Swans, Geese, Brant.—A flock of about 30 large, 
very white birds flying north over Victoria, March 
27, were assumed to be Whistling Swans; 3 were 
seen on one of the bays, May 25. A flock of about 
75 geese flying high over Seattle, April 30, were 
judged to be Canadas by their size. With them was 
one white bird which was probably a Snow Goose 
(ZMS). All geese were scarce at Comox, except 
Black Brant, which were late, but came through in 
good numbers, better than last year. They were still 
migrating, May 15 (Theed Pearse). They went 
through the Victoria area in good numbers until 
the first week in May. 
 
Ducks.—All species left Comox early, and few 
were present at the end of the period; males were 
flocking unusually early (10 male Mallards were 
seen, May 14). A pair of Gadwalls at Bellevue, 
April 23, was the last seen in the Seattle area (SAS). 
The last Pintails (2) were at Blaine, April 20. 
Pintails (20±) and Canvas-backs (10±) were seen 
at Grays Harbor, April 17 (ZMS). The last Am. 
Widgeon was noted at Blaine, May 20. About 12 
Shovellers at Comox, May 14, were the largest 
number of adults ever seen there by Pearse. A pair 
was at Seattle, April 30 (SAS). Six Wood Ducks 
were seen .at Blaine, March 5, and the last (2), May 
20. The last Greater Scaup (11) were seen at 
Seattle, May 8 (ZMS, GE), and at Blaine (31), May 
20 (LHK). Am. Golden-eyes were plentiful near 
Port Angeles,  
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April 15 (ZMS); the last at Blaine were seen, April 
23 (LHK). At least 6 Barrow's Golden-eyes, 
apparently paired, were at Port Angeles, April 15 
(ZMS), and one was seen at Seattle, May 4 (Ward 
Beecher), both seen in close association with Am. 
Golden-eyes. Buffle-heads left Seattle, April 30 
(SAS), and Blaine, April 22 (LHK). Two Old-
squaws were seen off Whidbey Island, May 8 
(ZMS, GE). There were an estimated 50 male 
Harlequin Ducks congregated at Comox, May 28, 

where there was an unusual migration of scoters, 
May 22. Those identified were White-wings. From 
Seattle to the Strait, May 8, Eddy and Schultz 
tallied 68 White-winged, 39 Surf Scoters, 29 Red-
breasted Mergansers, and 2 Am. Mergansers. At 
Comox, 46 male Americans were flocked, May 10; 
the last were seen at Blaine, May 21. 
 
Vultures, Hawks, Eagles.—All birds of prey were 
scarce at Victoria; a Turkey Vulture was seen, April 
24. Three vultures were seen near Humptulips, 
Wash., April 16, and 2 north of Shelton, April 17 
(ZMS). Single Goshawks were reported as follows: 
Victoria, Jan. 24 and May 10 (ARD); Seattle, April 
30 (SAS) and May 7, probably the same bird (Irene 
Urquhart). Bald Eagles (4) were seen at Victoria, 
May 4. One Marsh Hawk was at Bellevue, April 10 
(Walter Hagenstein). 
 
Shorebirds.—There were 6 Ringed Plovers at 
Victoria, May 11. Over 60 Black-bellied Plovers, in 
summer dress, were at Dungeness, Wash., March 
31, with others in winter and intermediate dress 
(Vivian Thorne). About 200 Black-bellied Plovers, 
mostly in breeding plumage, were at Copalis 
Beach, Wash., April 17. Over 100 Black 
Turnstones were at Dungeness, March 31 (VT), 
and 8 at Port Angeles, April 15 (ZMS). A Ruddy 
Turnstone at Port Angeles, March 31, was well 
into summer plumage (VT). Four Ruddies were 
seen at Victoria, May 19. The last Wilson's Snipe 
was seen at Blaine, April 20, where they had been 
scarce. One to 3 Hudsonian Curlews were noted at 
Victoria from May 6 to 8. A Greater Yellow-legs' 
migration was noted at Copalis Beach, April 16 
and 17 (ZMS). They trickled through the Blaine 
area from April 18 to May 17. They came to 
Victoria, April 18. A Lesser Yellowlegs (unusual in 
spring) was seen at Comox, May 15. Six Pectoral 
Sandpipers were seen at Victoria, May 13. At 
Dungeness on March 31, there were literally 
thousands of Western and Red-backed Sandpipers, 
with a few Least (VT). Over a thousand small 
sandpipers at Blaine, March 24, were too far out 
on flats for exact identification, but were probably 
Westerns and Red-backs. Nine Least Sandpipers 
were seen at Victoria, April 29 (not common in 
spring). Around Grays Harbor, April 17, it was 
estimated by careful sample count there were 
about 30,000 sandpipers in two flocks, mainly 
Red-backed (ZMS). The last Red-backed 
Sandpipers were noted at Blaine, May 1; and a few 
were still at Victoria at the end of the period. Two 
Long-billed Dowitchers were at Copalis, April 17, 
and 2 at Victoria, May 8. They showed up well at 
Comox, over 100 being seen on one occasion (R. 
Fryer fide Pearse); 2 on May 31 were very late. Two 
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Semipalmated Sandpipers were seen at Victoria, 
May 25. At Copalis, April 17, there were hundreds 
of Sanderlings and Red-backed Sandpipers, plus a 
smaller number of Westerns, on the sandy 
beaches; most were in breeding plumage (ZMS). 
Over 1,000 Westerns at Blaine, May 13, were the 
last seen. There were 8 at Victoria, May 8; 3 or 
more at Comox, May 31, were very late. There was 
a flock of 23 Sanderlings at Dungeness, March 31 
(VT). A pair of Northern Phalaropes was collected 
on Admiralty Inlet, May 8; no others were seen on 
the trip (ZMS, GE). 
 
Gulls, Alcids.—There was a heavy movement of 
Glaucous-winged Gulls in the Comox area on 
March 23 and 24, and a huge concentration on 
herring spawn in April, composed of many 
thousands of adult and immature Glaucous-wings, 
with a good sprinkling of Herring Gulls of both 
subspecies, and a few California Gulls. About 25 
Herring Gulls were seen at Copalis, April 17 
(ZMS), and about 50 at Bellevue, April 13 (SAS). 
Three were seen on Admiralty Inlet, May 8 (ZMS, 
GE). California Gulls passed through Comox in 
unusually large numbers the week of May 23. 
Some Short-billed Gulls at Grays Harbor, April 17, 
were the last seen in the central part of the Region 
by Mrs. Schultz; 20 were at Blaine, April 18 
(LHK). Bonaparte's Gulls were numerous and 
migrating in the area from Edmonds to Kingston, 
Wash., April 15 (ZMS). They came to Blaine on 
April 24. There was a big migration at Comox, 
May 6; 3 large flocks must have totaled thousands 
(TP). There were at least 1,000, mostly adults, on 
Admiralty Inlet, May 8, feeding on shrimp. On the 
cruise from Seattle to the Strait, May 8, Eddy and 
Schultz counted over a dozen Common Terns, 
916 Common Murres (half in breeding plumage), 
74 Pigeon Guillemots (in breeding plumage and 
mostly in pairs), 104 Marbled Murrelets (in 
breeding plumage and mostly in pairs), 154 
Rhinoceros Auklets (in breeding plumage), and 53 
Tufted Puffins (in high breeding plumage). 
 
Flycatchers.—All flycatchers were scarce at Comox 
to the end of period; only one Traill's and one 
Olive-sided were heard, May 23, in an area where 
there should be a number. No Traill's Flycatchers 
were reported in the Seattle area. A few Western 
Flycatchers came to Victoria, April 17, and they 
were common by May 31. At Seattle, the Western 
Flycatcher was about two weeks late, with the first 
heard, May 1 (ZMS). There was a small wave of 
Western and Olive-sided Flycatchers in Seattle, 
May 10 (WB). The Olive-sided arrived at Victoria, 
May 22. Olive-sided and Hammond's Flycatchers 

were noted at Spanaway, south of Tacoma, May 15 
(ZMS). 
 
Swallows, Martins.—Usually the more northern 
nesting swallows move through very early, 
followed after an interval by the local nesting 
birds. A flock of about 50 (species ?) arrived at 
Victoria, March 12, in a heavy snowstorm, and on 
March 15 about 150 Violet-greens were flying over 
flooded fields. Violet-greens were noted at Kent, 
Wash., March 9, Bellevue, March 12, and Blaine, 
March 18. An estimated 1,000 were noted at 
Victoria, April 2, and the local nesters at Seattle, 
April 6. The first (16) were seen at Rockport, April 
5 (FMS). Tree Swallows were seen at Bellevue, 
Feb. 13, and again on March  
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8 (WH); at Blaine on April 1; and again on May 6. 
The first Rough-winged and Cliff Swallows were 
seen at Bellevue, April 17. Rough-wings arrived at 
Victoria, May 1. Barn Swallows arrived at Bellevue, 
April 23 (SAS); at Blaine, April 28; and at Victoria, 
April 29. Pearse saw very few swallows to the end 
of period, but the local colony of Cliff Swallows 
was about the same as last year. Only a few Cliff 
Swallows had been noted at Victoria to May 31. 
The distribution of Purple Martins is of interest in 
western Washington and British Columbia as they 
seem to have decreased during the past few years. 
The first was observed in the Seattle business 
district, May 2 (WB); at Bellevue, May 22 (WH); 
and at Victoria, May 24. There was a full 
population at Spanaway, May 15, which is one of 
their favorite places (SAS). 
 
Thrushes.—Varied Thrushes are to be found in 
summer in thick stands of timber only, regardless 
of altitude. The spring movement is to these 
timbered areas. The last seen at Blaine (6) were on 
April 2. At Victoria, one was seen, April 27, May 8, 
and May 17. A few Hermit Thrushes passed 
through the Victoria area from April 16 to May 17, 
only one being seen at a time. There was a small 
wave of the Alaska subspecies (guttata) at Comox, 
May 6, with warblers. This followed after the end 
of a cold north wind. The first Hermit Thrush was 
reported at Seattle, May 1, and the last, May 22 
(Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). One was heard at 
Bellevue, May 15 (WH). Two Olive-backed 
Thrushes were noted at Seattle, May 16 (RMB), 
and they arrived at Victoria, May 22, where they 
were common at the end of period. A pair of 
Western Bluebirds were apparently "house 
hunting" at Kirkland, King Co., Wash., April 14 
(Mrs. E. Perrine). Two were seen at Victoria, May 
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7 (almost rare, ARD). Two pairs of Mountain 
Bluebirds were seen at Rockport, April 3 to 28, 
and one was seen near Comox, April 10. A 
Townsend's Solitaire was seen at Blaine on May 17 
only; the first was at Seattle, April 18 (RMB). 
 
Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings.—Water Pipits passed 
through the Region during April. The first were 
seen at Victoria, April 2; Seattle, April 7 (last, April 
30); and about 150 were at Blaine for one day only, 
April 20. A Loggerhead Shrike at Bellevue, April 
2, was satisfactorily described by Keith McDonald, 
who used a telescope. No Common Starlings were 
reported by any observer, which seems strange in 
view of the numerous reports during the winter. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—All vireos were very scarce at 
Comox; only 3 Solitary Vireos (Cassin's) were 
heard, May 23, on an area that should have 
produced a dozen or more. Two Solitary Vireos 
(Cassin's) were noted at Rockport, May 14. The 
first Solitary Vireo was heard at Victoria, April 14, 
and at Seattle, April 24, where Beecher witnessed a 
small wave of Solitary and Warbling Vireos (with 
almost every species of warbler) on May 10. Red-
eyed Vireos (3) were singing at Blaine, May 24. 
Hutton's and Warbling Vireos were first reported 
at Seattle, May 9 (RMB). Orange-crowned 
Warblers (4) were singing at Blaine, April 4. They 
arrived at Victoria, April 5, and were common by 
May 31. They were not noted in southwest Seattle 
until April 6 (RMB), and north of Seattle, April 14 
(ZMS). Many warblers of all kinds went through 
Comox, May 6, just after a cold north wind. The 
first Yellow Warblers (2) were seen at Seattle, April 
30 (SAS); at Victoria, May 3 (ARD); and at Blaine, 
May 6 (LHK). They did not reach Rockport (in the 
mountains) until May 20 (FMS). A pair of Myrtle 
Warblers was noted at Comox, May 6, 10 days 
later than the usual date for passing through. They 
were seen at Bellevue (WH) and Victoria (ARD) 
on May 8. Audubon's Warblers came to Rockport, 
April 13. Townsend's Warblers arrived at Victoria, 
April 6, and were fairly common by May 31. They 
were not noted at Seattle until May 24 (RMB). 
Macgillivray's Warblers were scarce at Comox, and 
were not heard until mid-May. They were first 
noted at Spanaway, May 15 (ZMS), and at Seattle, 
May 22 (RMB). Common Yellowthroats were seen 
at Copalis, April 17, and at Bellevue, April 24. 
They were common at Seattle by April 30 (SAS). 
Yellowthroats were seen at Victoria, May 22 
(usually uncommon, ARD). Black-capped 
Warblers came to Seattle, May 7, where they were 
as numerous as last year, if not more so (ZMS). 
One was seen at Victoria, where they are not 
common on May 8. 

 
Tanagers, Grosbeaks, Finches.—A male Western 
Tanager was seen at Seattle, May 7, Victoria, May 
11, and at Rockport, May 13. The first Black-
headed Grosbeak was heard in Victoria, May 17; at 
Issaquah and at Seattle on May 22. Three Lazuli 
Buntings were at Rockport on May 28 (FMS), and 
at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine, May 29. A few 
Evening Grosbeaks were still around Seattle at the 
end of period (ZMS). House Finches were seen 
frequently in the Comox area (R. Fryer, fide 
Pearse). Am. Goldfinches (2) arrived at Blaine, 
April 30, with a wave of about 135 on May 21. 
They were first reported at Seattle, May 4 (RMB), 
and at Victoria, May 11 (ARD). 
 
Sparrows.—The (Brooks') Savannah Sparrow 
arrives in the Region in late March or early April, 
and starts nesting by the time the more northerly 
subspecies are passing through. Brooksi was noted 
at Port Townsend, Wash., April 15 (ZMS), and at 
Victoria, April 24, where they were nesting by May 
23 (ARD). Davidson observed a large flock (250±) 
of another subspecies on May 19. Pearse reported 
the Aleutian (sandwichensis) still passing through 
Comox, May 27, which was very late. A very 
unusual Lark Sparrow was banded by Mrs. 
Skinner at Rockport on May 18. Mrs. Kline 
reported her last Slate-colored Junco (hyemalis) at 
Blaine on April 4. Chipping Sparrows were noted 
at Bellevue, April 10; at Victoria, April 16; and at 
Blaine, April 29. A White-crowned Sparrow was 
singing at Seattle, March 27 (Violet E. Cannon). 
The first migrant was noted at Victoria, April 2, 
and at Bellevue, April 5. The first Gambel's White-
crown was identified at Blaine, April 28; 12 were 
banded; there was a smaller migration this year. A 
heavy migration of Golden-crowned Sparrows was 
reported throughout, far in excess of normal at 
Comox, Victoria and Blaine. Davidson had 175 at 
his home in Victoria, May 7, and they had  
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nearly all gone by May 20. Mrs. Kline banded 27 at 
Blaine, where the migration started April 29, a 
week later than in 1954, and lasted longer, until 
May 22. The last was seen at Seattle, May 28 
(RMB). A Lincoln's Sparrow was seen at Seattle, 
April 24, and May 9 (RMB). Only one was seen at 
Victoria, May 23.—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and 
ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, 
University of Washington, Seattle 5, Wash. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1955 
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PALOUSE - NORTHERN ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—An unusually 
backward spring, cold, wet and snowy, was 
experienced in much of the Region. 

 
[New Reg iona l  Map] 

 
Weydemeyer at Fortine, Mont., noted a delaying 
effect upon nesting of species which usually begin 
nesting in April or May. Observers elsewhere 
seemed to note no pronounced effects, however. 
Abundant spring rainfall around Great Falls kept 
lakes and ponds at a good level, although the 
draining of Freezeout Lake near Choteau, Mont., is 
expected to affect adversely many migrating 
waterfowl (Tom Walker). At Bend, Oreg., on the 
other hand, Roest reported drought conditions, 
with only 4½ inches of precipitation since last 
September, and a very poor outlook for the pine 
seed crop. Daytime temperatures were generally 
high there and nighttime temperatures, low, with 7 
nights in July below freezing. 
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Loons, Grebes, Herons.—The only breeding record 
for loons was that of a nest, presumably of the 
Common Loon, at Thompson Lakes, Lincoln Co., 
Mont., June 24 (John Wilson). Jared Verner spent 
the summer working at Turnbull Refuge, Spokane 
Co., Wash., and obtained some very good records, 
especially of water birds. He told of 29 broods, 
containing 56 young, of Eared Grebes. He noted a 
pair of Western Grebes, but no young. He 
recorded 49 broods, with 174 young, of Pied-billed 
Grebes. Tom Walker reported a few Eared Grebes 
breeding in the Great Falls area, not nearly so 
many as in previous years. An immature Double-
crested Cormorant was seen on the river at Bend, 
July 25 (A. Roest). At least 6 Great Blue Herons 
were at Turnbull, but no young were observed. 
Verner estimated that 8 Am. Bitterns spent the 
summer there. One was seen near Browning, 
Mont., July 30 (TW). 

 
Waterfowl.—Seventeen broods of Canada Geese, 
totaling 73 young, were produced at Turnbull (JV). 
Richard Gysendorfer noted a brood of 6 on 
Columbia Lake, about 65 miles north of 
Cranbrook, B. C., July 7. Over 70 broods of 
Mallards were observed at Turnbull (JV). Sixteen 
broods of Gadwall were noted at Turnbull (JV) 
and a few bred at Benton Lake, north of Great 
Falls (TW). Twenty-three broods of Am. Widgeon 
appeared at Turnbull (JV). A single brood of 
Pintail was noted there but at Benton Lake this 
species was perhaps the commonest breeder (TW). 
Verner reported 13 broods of Green-winged and 
46 of Blue-winged Teal at Turnbull, while Walker 
noted a few of the latter species breeding in his 
area around Great Falls. A few Wood Ducks were 
present at Turnbull (JV) and a brood was near 
Potlatch, Idaho, in late June (Thomas Burleigh, fide 
JV). Hand reported a female with 2 half-grown 
young at Missoula, Mont., July 31. They have 
increased to at least 10 or 15 pairs on the Spokane 
and Little Spokane Rivers (Spokane Bird Club). 
Redhead broods numbered 54 at Turnbull (JV). 
Verner also saw 5 broods of Ring-necked Ducks 
there, as well as 19 broods of Lesser Scaup. Five 
broods of Am. Golden-eyes a week or two old 
were observed at Fortine, Mont., June 4 (Winton 
Weydemeyer). Nine broods of Ruddy Ducks had 
been noted there to date but more of this late 
breeder were expected (JV). Five broods of 
Hooded Mergansers—an increase over previous 
years—was recorded at the Refuge (JV), and at 
least 2 pairs nested on the Little Spokane River 
(SBC). A few young Am. Mergansers were seen at 
Missoula (Ralph Hand) and Flathead Lake, Mont. 
(ED.) in late July. 
 
Hawks and Eagles.—Roest found young Turkey 
Vultures just learning to fly at Bend, Oreg., July 29. 
The birds were seen occasionally at Turnbull (JV). 
A nest of Goshawk eggs hatched, May 31, at Bend 
(AR). and young birds left the nest near 
Lewistown, Mont., in late July (Clifford Davis). 
Only a few Cooper's Hawks were reported; one 
near Missoula appeared to have a nest nearby, June 
19 (RH). Verner found nests of Red-tailed Hawks, 
with young, near Pullman, Wash., May 21, and a 
nest with 1 young at Turnbull on the same date. 
An adult and an immature bird on the wing were 
seen, August 4, on Wild Horse Island in Flathead 
Lake, Mont. (ED.). Walker reported Swainson's 
Hawks as fairly common around Great Falls 
although they are much shot there. At Bend young 
Golden Eagles were ready to leave the nest, June 
29 (AR). The birds were noted near Great Falls 
(TW) and at Banff National Park, Canada; Glacier 
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National Park, White Sulphur Springs and Red 
Lodge, Mont. (RG). A nest of the Bald Eagle at 
Canmore, Alta., held 2 young on July 6 (RG). 
Marsh Hawks appeared to be the commonest 
hawk around Great Falls during the summer. A 
nest found on June 14 contained 2 young only a 
few days old (TW). One Osprey nest was located 
along the Little Spokane River near Spokane, 
Wash. (Stephen O. Stanley) and another was on an 
island in the Bow River, Alta. (RG). Several 
Sparrow Hawk nests were reported during June 
and July. Verner found a nest in a nest box at 
Turnbull and Davis found a pair nesting on the 
campus of the State College, Bozeman, Mont. 
 
Gallinaceous Birds.—Blue Grouse nested quite 
commonly in the Little Belt Mountains near Great 
Falls (TW) and a brood of 5 young just out of the 
nest was observed in the Cabinet Mountains, 
Lincoln Co., Mont., July 5 (John Echo, fide CD). 
Broods noted at Fortine were later than usual 
(WW). A female Franklin's Grouse with 5 chicks a 
day or two old was noted, July 10, at the 
Continental Divide in Glacier Park (RG). Broods 
of Ruffed Grouse were reported from Turnbull 
(JV) and near Bozeman (CD), Fortine (WW), and 
Libby, Mont. (En.). European Partridges seemed 
less common than usual around Great Falls (TW) 
and the Spokane Bird Club reported that their 
numbers have been greatly reduced there in recent 
years. Verner noted but one brood at Turnbull. He 
noted 5 broods of California Quail, however. 
Downy young were noted at Bend, August 3, and 
downy young of Rock Partridge, July 22 (AR). Five 
broods of Ring-necked Pheasant were noted at 
Turnbull (JV). 
 
Cranes, Rails, Plovers.—Davis reported the Sand-hill 
Crane on the breeding grounds at Red Rock Lake, 
Beaverhead Co., Mont., May 28. A pair was seen 
near Logan, Mont., July 9, where a farmer said they 
bred each summer (CD). Soras were abundant at 
Turnbull, where they no doubt bred (JV). Verner 
located a nest of the Virginia Rail there, May 21. 
He also noted 78 broods of Am. Coot there. Hand 
saw 2 broods at Ninepipe Reservoir, Mission Co., 
Mont., and August 2. Unusually few were in the 
Fortine area (WW). Killdeer were noted breeding 
at Turnbull (JV), Benton Lake Refuge (TW), 
Fortine (WW), and Libby (Mrs. W. C. Taylor). 
 
Shorebirds.—Wilson's Snipe are believed to be 
increasing in the Spokane area (SBC). Young were 
noted at Turnbull (JV). Upland Sandpipers were 
common and breeding at Benton Lake (TW). 
Young Spotted Sandpipers were seen at Turnbull 
(JV); near Bozeman (CD); at Fortine (WW) and at 

Libby (ED.). Three very small young were found 
at Libby on the late date of August 17. Am. 
Avocets and Wilson's Phalaropes bred very 
commonly at Benton Lake (TW). 
 
Gulls, Terns.—California and Ring-billed Gulls  
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bred in small numbers in the Great Falls area (TW) 
and were noted at Flathead Lake in early August 
(ED.). Walker noted small flocks of Franklin's 
Gulls at Benton Lake. Verner found the nest of a 
Black Tern at Turnbull, July 7, and recorded flying 
young after July 14. 
 
Doves, Owls.—A Mourning Dove nest with 2 eggs 
was noted, May 14, at Wawawai, Wash., and 9 
occupied nests were found at Turnbull up to July 8 
(JV). The birds were very common, as usual, in the 
Great Falls area (TW) and Roest reported half-
grown young on June 16 at Bend. An adult 
Horned Owl was seen on a nest near Pullman, 
Wash., March 27 (JV). A Short-eared Owl was 
seen near Great Falls, June 14 (TW) and one, July 
11, at Big Timber (RG). Young Long-eared Owls 
were just out of the nest, July 4, at Bozeman (CD). 
 
Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds.—The 
Common Nighthawk was not noted until June 7 at 
Bend (AR) and June 14 at Libby (ED.). Three 
nests were found at Turnbull (JV). Black Swifts 
appeared over Libby occasionally during the 
summer (ED.). Three Vaux's Swifts were noted in 
the Ochoco Mountains northeast of Bend, June 22 
(AR). White-throated Swifts were reported as 
breeding fairly commonly in the Missouri River 
canyon just west of Cascade, Mont. (TW). A pair 
of Black-chinned Hummingbirds, the first in 35 
years of observing, was noted at Fortine (WW). 
The species was noted occasionally at Libby (ED.). 
The Belted Kingfisher was breeding commonly in 
the Little Belt Mountains, southeast of Great Falls 
(TW). 
 
Woodpeckers.—A Yellow-shafted Flicker was noted 
at White Sulphur Springs, Mont., July 11 (RG). In 
Banff, Alta., a female Red-headed Woodpecker 
was feeding young out of the nest, July 5 (RG). 
John Person got his first record of Lewis's 
Woodpecker, 2 birds near Craig, Mont. Lewis's 
were unusually scarce at Fortine (WW). Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers were scantily noted. Verner 
found 4 nests with young at Turnbull and Stanley 
reported one nest in the Little Spokane River area. 
The birds seemed unusually scarce at Libby (ED.). 
A nest of the White-headed Woodpecker was 
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found near St. Maries, Idaho, June 19, by Earl 
Pettibone. Another was noted near Ford, Wash., in 
May, by Irene Hunt and Alma Walker. 
 
Flycatchers.—Cliff Davis found young Eastern 
Kingbirds in a nest near Bozeman, July 15, and 
Verner found 7 nests at Turnbull, the first on June 
22. Eastern and Western Kingbirds nested 
commonly around Great Falls, the latter the more 
abundantly (TW). They were seen regularly around 
Spokane (SBC) and a pair had a nest, apparently 
unsuccessful, at Libby, where they are rare. Say's 
Phoebe was found nesting at Wawawai, Wash. (JV) 
and Great Falls (TW) and was seen at Banff, July 6 
(RG). Traill's Flycatcher bred abundantly at 
Turnbull; the first occupied nest was found, June 
20 (JV). Wright's (or Hammond's) Flycatcher was 
fairly common in the Little Belt Mountains and the 
Western bred commonly there (TW). A Western 
was seen in the Libby area, where it is rare, July 9 
(RG). Nests of the Western Wood Pewee were 
noted at Turnbull (JV), Great Falls (TW) and 
Flathead Lake (ED.). Mrs. A. I. Buchecker 
observed an increase in Olive-sided Flycatchers in 
the Spokane area. 
 
Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches.—Four young Gray Jays 
were out of the nest but being fed by their parents 
on April 16 at Libby (Kyle Beebe). The Am. 
Magpie was reported as extremely common at 
Great Falls, on the increase at Spokane, and noted 
nesting (eggs) as late as May 14 at Pullman (JV). A 
few Common Ravens were noted quite regularly at 
Libby and the Am. Crow was increasing at 
Spokane. Roest noted the first young Piñon Jays 
following their parents on May 30 at Bend. Young 
Black-capped Chickadees were observed at 
Turnbull, June 23, and a nest with eggs was found 
in a steel pipe in the Bozeman cemetery (CD). 
Mountain Chickadees nested commonly in the 
Little Belts (TW) and a nest was located in the 
Gallatin Canyon south of Bozeman, May 15 (CD). 
White-breasted Nuthatches were reported 
breeding only at Turnbull (young on June 29) and 
near Craig, Mont. (John Person, fide TW). The 
Red-breasted bred in the Little Belts fairly 
commonly (TW). A nest of the Pygmy Nuthatch 
near Pullman contained 7 eggs, May 21 (JV). The 
species was noted around Spokane and on Melita 
Island near Big Arm on Flathead Lake (ED.). 
 
Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes, Kinglets.—Two nesting 
records were obtained for the Am. Dipper along 
the Little Spokane River by Mr. and Mrs. M. C. 
Haggin. A pair evidently nested on Rattlesnake 
Creek on the edge of Missoula (RH). The birds 
occurred commonly in the Little Belts during the 

summer (TW). Verner found a Long-billed Marsh 
Wren nest with 7 eggs on May 21 at Turnbull, and 
Davis observed the building of a nest near Three 
Forks, Mont., on July 9. The Rock Wren nested 
very commonly in the badlands along the Missouri 
River below Great Falls (TW) and one nest was 
found near Spokane (Haggin). Am. Robins 
appeared to nest in the usual abundance. The first 
young out of the nest were noted at Libby, May 
19. Hermit Thrushes seemed to be quite common 
in the Little Belts (TW). Olive-backed Thrushes 
were very common breeders there also, and 
Verner found a nest with young at 5000 ft. 
elevation on Moscow Mountain, near Moscow, 
Idaho, July 3. He also found two nests of the 
Veery at Turnbull; one nest had a cowbird egg 
also. Walker reported the Veery as very common 
and breeding in the Big Belt Mountains south of 
Great Falls. A Western Bluebird nest at Turnbull 
held 4 young on June 16. Hand found a 
Townsend's Solitaire nest with 4 eggs near 
Missoula, June 19; they were hatching on June 27. 
A nest with four half-grown young was noted near 
Banff, July 7 (RG). Walker reported them nesting 
fairly commonly in the Little Belts. He also noted 
Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
nesting fairly commonly in the same area, the 
former the more abundantly. The first record of 
the Ruby-crowned Kinglet nesting in 
southeastern Washington was a nest with eggs 
found, May 27 (JV). 
 
Pipits through Vireos.—Young Water Pipits were 
observed out of the nest, July 30, at 10,000 ft. 
elevation on Hyalite Peak south of Bozeman (CD). 
A single Sprague's Pipit was noted at Benton Lake, 
June  
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20 (TW). Cedar Waxwings nested commonly in 
the Spokane area and less commonly near Great 
Falls. The first young out of the nest at Libby were 
noted about July 31 (Olive Parker). Young 
Loggerhead Shrikes were reported just out of the 
nest, June 25, at Bend (AR). A few nesting records 
for Common Starlings were reported from 
Spokane. Starlings are on the increase there (SBC) 
and at Great Falls (TW). The Solitary Vireo is 
believed to be increasing in numbers at Spokane 
(Buchecker) and was common in the Little Belts 
(TW). It was noted at Turnbull and Libby. An 
immature Red-eyed Vireo with a parent bird was 
seen at Libby, August 16. A young Warbling Vireo 
nearly ready for flight, was caught by a cat in 
Bozeman, July 25 (CD). 
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Warblers.—An Orange-crowned Warbler was 
noted at Libby, July 9, where it probably breeds. A 
few Nashville Warblers were noted in the same 
locality. Yellow Warblers were abundant at 
Turnbull and Libby but less common than usual at 
Great Falls. The first young out of the nest at 
Libby was noted on July 14. Audubon's Warbler 
was widely reported but with few breeding 
records: noted breeding in the Little Belts (TW) 
and an adult feeding a young out of the nest, June 
11, at Missoula (RH). The Oven-bird noted in the 
spring in the Little Belts was observed until July 10 
(TW). One nesting site of the Northern Water-
thrush was located at St. Marks, Idaho, June 19 
(EP). Macgillivray's Warbler was reported as a 
fairly common breeder in the lower creek valleys 
of the Little Belts (TW). Verner reports as very 
unusual a record of a Black-capped Warbler at an 
elevation of 5000 ft. on Moscow Mountain on July 
3. Roest noted one at Bend, May 30. A young male 
Am. Redstart was noted at Missoula on the early 
date of June 12 (RH) and a young bird was seen at 
Libby, August 16. They are believed to be 
increasing around Spokane (SBC). 
 
Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—Western 
Meadowlarks were widely reported. Weydemeyer 
found a nest with eggs, June 4, at Fortine, Mont. A 
nest with 5 eggs was noted at Three Forks, the last 
week in May (CD). Yellow-headed Blackbirds were 
unusually common at Freezeout Lake, Mont. 
(TW). Eggs were noted, July 1, near Manhattan, 
Mont. (CD). Walker got the unusual record of a 
male Baltimore Oriole in Great Falls, June 29—his 
first record. Bullock's Oriole was unusually 
common and nesting in the Great Falls area, he 
reported. Davis noted young on the wing, July 9, 
near Bozeman. Two immature Brown-headed 
Cowbirds were seen at Libby, August 1, and a 
young one was being fed by what appeared to be a 
female Audubon's Warbler, August 4, on 
Cromwell Island, near Big Arm, Flathead Lake 
(ED.). 
 
Tanagers, Fringillids.—A flock of about 100 Western 
Tanagers was observed along the E. Gallatin River, 
north of Bozeman, June 17, a late date for them 
not to be paired (Martin Dwyer, fide CD). They 
bred commonly in the Great Falls area and a 
young bird was being fed by an adult at Turnbull, 
July 27. Verner reported Lazuli Buntings as 
abundant in southeastern Washington. They 
seemed more common than usual around Libby, 
but only a few were seen in the Great Falls area. 
Evening Grosbeaks were feeding young out of the 
nest at the headwaters of Ochoco Creek northeast 
of Bend, July 22 (AR), and a few were noted high 

in the Little Belt Mountains (TW). Cassin's Finch 
showed an increase at Spokane (SBC). The House 
Finch bred commonly in the Pullman–Moscow 
area (JV). Pine Siskins were common and breeding 
in the Little and Big Belt Mountains (TW) and at 
Libby. Three fully fledged young Red Crossbills 
were still following their mother at Libby, April 30. 
They were much less common there than last year, 
but Walker reported them as becoming extremely 
common in the valleys of the Little Belts in late 
July. The Spotted Towhee was very common and 
breeding along the Missouri River below Great 
Falls (TW). The Green-tailed Towhee was present 
at Bend after June 1. Vesper Sparrows were noted 
breeding at Turnbull and around Great Falls. Lark 
Sparrows were noted at Turnbull and at Great 
Falls (TW, RG). Of special interest was a pair of 
Slate-colored Juncos near Spokane, August 10. 
Presumably they nested in the area (Mrs. S. O. 
Stanley). Oregon Junco nests were located in 
southeastern Washington (JV), and in 
northwestern Montana nests were found with eggs 
or young from about May 12 to July 21 (WW, Bob 
and Bill Cole, ED.). The (Pink-sided) Oregon 
Junco was found breeding east of the Divide, at 
Great Falls and Bozeman, and one was noted at 
Banff, July 6 (RG). An Am. Tree Sparrow nest was 
reported near St. Marks, Idaho, June 19 (EP). 
Chipping Sparrow nests were found at Libby (Bob 
Shelden); Turnbull, and at Great Falls and the 
Little Belts, where they nested up to 8,000 ft. 
(TW). A colony of White-crowned Sparrows (est. 
15 or 20 pairs) was found breeding in the Little 
Belt Mountains (TW). Davis reported a nest near 
Hyalite Lake at 8,800 ft., July 31, and Gysendorfer 
found 2 nests at Canmore, Alta., July 6. Fox 
Sparrows were reported from Turnbull and Libby. 
Nests of Song Sparrows were recorded at Turnbull 
and Fortine, Mont. The earliest occupied nest was 
at Turnbull, May 21. McCown's and Chestnut-
collared Longspurs were noted at Benton Lake, 
the latter extremely commonly (TW).—TOM 
ROGERS, 1306 Dakota Ave., Libby, Mont. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1955 
 
GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN REGION.—The rainfall 
continued to be normal or above normal over this 
Region.  
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The summer  
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was comparatively cool and the breeding season 
late due to early wet and cold weather. In general 
the waterfowl season was highly successful. Some 
of our observers here in the West hold positions in 
National Parks and the unprecedented horde of 
tourists was so great that their field work was slim. 
It is fervently hoped that the government can be 
persuaded to stop using our National Parks as a 
source of revenue. Revenue derived from the 
Parks should be ploughed back into the Parks. 
Their personnel and facilities are becoming 
hopelessly inadequate for the job. Ken McLeod 
reports that wildlife is threatened by new trouble 
in the Klamath Basin. This time it is insect poisons 
spread by airplane over agricultural areas adjacent 
to regions where wildlife abounds. The fate of 
Klamath Marsh still hangs in the balance. 
 
Swans, Geese, and Ducks.—Carl Jepson, naturalist at 
Grand Teton National Park, reported that the 
Trumpeter Swan nested in four places in that 
park this season and brought off 14 young, a new 
high. The elk refuge just north of Jackson remains 
the easiest place to observe these spectacular birds. 
Reports of the breeding of Canada Geese were 
spotty. At Bear River they were down from 300 
broods to 240. At Grand Teton National Park 
(Jackson Hole) they were up in numbers and at 
Pathfinder Reservoir in central Wyoming, down in 
numbers (Berlet). Leo Young at Bear River 
Marshes at the northeast end of the Great Salt 
Lake reported enough rain to hold the water level 
of the units there at a reasonable level. This 
consequently produced an abundance of food and 
nesting cover. The result was more nesting ducks 
and an excellent breeding season. On twelve 
special nesting plots the count rose from 141 nests 

last year to 240 nests this year. This, of course, is 
only a small part of the nesting population. At 
Monte Vista in central southern Colorado in the 
San Luis Valley, Bryant noted the best-ever duck 
nesting season with production at about 1500 
birds in this new refuge. Ken McLeod observed 
that waterfowl had an excellent season in the 
Klamath Basin but no figures are available from 
this great ornithological paradise. John Warkley 
found the Harlequin Duck breeding on the 
Yellowstone River in Yellowstone Park in two 
places, July 12. One is just below Fishing Bridge 
and the other is not far from Tower Junction. 
 
Cranes, Turkeys, Shorebirds.—The Sandhill Crane 
bred in two places in Jackson Hole (Jepson) within 
the Park: one pair near Moran and another on the 
National Elk Refuge, both sites easily accessible to 
viewers. They were seen by many tourists. 
Wyoming's wild Turkey population is increasing 
rather rapidly. These birds now occur in the 
Laramie Range around Laramie Peak, in the Black 
Hills of Wyoming, and in the Big Horns. A hen 
was found on eggs at Devil's Tower National 
Monument (McIntyre). In fact, Wyoming just 
entered into a deal with the state of Montana by 
which Wyoming acquired mountain goats in 
exchange for Turkeys. There is some debate as to 
whether the Turkey was ever native to these 
regions. Bryant reported excellent shorebird 
breeding results at Monte Vista in Colorado. 
Warkley recorded 3 pairs of Black-necked Stilts 
nesting at Ocean Lake in July in central Wyoming, 
an unusual record. Hyde reaffirmed that the 
Mountain Plover is a rather common breeding bird 
around Laramie, Wyo., in the southern part of the 
state. 
 
Terns, Owls.—The Caspian Tern nested at Ocean 
Lake in central Wyoming for the first time 
(Warkley). The Great Grey Owl was again at 
Moose at Grand Teton National Park 
Headquarters (Jepson). Another was reported in 
Yellowstone Park near Lake by Warkley. R. J. 
Fleetwood observed no Short-eared Owl nests on 
Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge in central 
Colorado, while in previous years he had found up 
to seven. 
 
Starlings.—The Common Starling continues to 
spread out in the Rocky Mountain Region. Oppie 
Reames found them breeding in Durango in 
southwestern Colorado for the first time. 
Fleetwood found them nesting in the San Luis 
Valley near Alamosa to the east. 
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Crossbills.—The Red Crossbill continues to be a 
fascinating bird. After an absence from its range in 
the Rockies for a year it turned up in great 
numbers this June almost everywhere. Don 
Thatcher reported them west of Denver first on 
June 11. They were abundant in the Laramie 
Range in central Wyoming by June 8 (Wyo. Aud. 
Soc.). Rawlins, in southern Wyoming, had some on 
July 25 (Lambertsen). Mrs. Waltman had them at 
Story in the Big Horns. Laramie had them at the 
end of July (Hyde). They were not seen at Devil's 
Tower by Grace McIntyre until August 14 after 
fourteen months' absence. She maintains an 
excellent feeding station at headquarters all year 
round and has many interesting species there in 
both summer and winter that can be seen by 
tourists. These birds include the White-winged 
Junco.—DR. OLIVER K. SCOTT, 437 East 13th 
St., Casper, Wyo. 
 
 
The Nesting Season, 1955 
 
NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June 
and July were generally cool and overcast, with 
odd hot days. The precipitation was well above 
normal. The last of July and the first two weeks of 
August were sunny and warm, except for 
occasional overcast days. May, during which many 
resident and early summer visitors hatch their first 
broods, was one of the coldest on record. 
Although there were no record lows the average 
was well below normal. Cloudiness was well above 
normal. Some ground-nesting birds had trouble 
with their first broods, but small birds on the 
whole seemed to have a better nesting season than 
last year. 
 
Loons, Grebes, Cormorants.—A pair of Common 
Loons and one young were seen at Comox, August 
7 (Theed Pearse). Young Pied-billed Grebes were 
out of the nest at Seattle, July 25 and August 14 
(Mrs. H. L. Schumacher). Double-crested 
Cormorants had many completed clutches on Bare 
Island, off southeastern Vancouver Island, July 2 
(A. R. Davidson). Brandt's Cormorants were 
feeding young at Point Grenville, north of Copalis, 
Wash., August 4 (Walter Hagenstein). Of about 
200 pairs of Pelagic Cormorants on Bare Island, 
July 2, most had completed clutches; at Gordon 
Head near Victoria, nest building began about June 
1, and on July 1 most had eggs. This species has 
increased as a nesting bird around the Comox area 
in the last 20 years; 120 were counted at a site that 
formerly had only an odd pair (TP). They may 
have moved northward because of persecution in 
the San Juan Islands of Washington. They were 

incubating on Colville Island in the San Juans, July 
27 (Zella M. Schultz). 
 
Swans, Ducks.—Three Whistling Swans were in an 
open field south of Renton, King Co., Wash., June 
16; an injured bird was on Copalis Beach, August 
14 (WH). There were few broods of Mallards on 
Comox Slough; male Shovellers, Blue- and Green-
winged Teal were seen, but no young. Wood 
Ducks seemed to have disappeared, and Am. 
Mergansers were much below normal. A flock of 
scaup (139) were seen at Blaine, June 24 (LHK). 
Male scaup summered at Comox in small numbers 
(TP). Surf and White-winged Scoters, adult males 
and non-breeders, were in goodly numbers off the 
east side of Vancouver Island the end of July; 
about 1,000 were at Nanoose Bay (ARD). Two 
Ruddy Ducks were seen at Blaine, June 4. Newly-
hatched Am. Mergansers were seen at Victoria, 
May 29 (ARD). Three adults were at Bellevue, 
June 5 (WH). 
 
Hawks.—Two adult Ospreys with one young were 
at a nest at Sidney, Vancouver Island, July 17. One 
or possibly 2 pairs nested at Comox. They were 
nest building at Bellevue, June 11. Young were in a 
nest on Lopez Island in the San Juans, July 24 
(ZMS). The pair of Bald Eagles at Comox brought 
off two young. Three last year's birds had been 
around earlier in the season. 
 
Grouse, Quail.—On the south part of Vancouver 
Island, an adult Blue Grouse was seen with 5 
newly-hatched chicks, July 27 (ARD). On a 40-
mile drive through logged-off areas near Comox, 
August 7, no Blue Grouse were seen. The first 
broods of California Quail at Seattle were quickly 
decimated by wet weather and predators; at one 
place a pair brought off a brood of 12 on August 9 
(H. W. Higman). Quail were seen with young 
about July 21 at Victoria, where they were 
common. A second brood of 7 was seen at 
Bellevue, August 11. A male Ring-necked Pheasant 
with a brood of one-third grown young was seen 
on Lopez Island, June 4 (ZMS). Young pheasants 
were seen at Victoria, July 24. 
 
Coots, Shorebirds.—A newly-hatched Am. Coot was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher, at Seattle, June 26. A 
nest with eggs of Killdeer was found in south 
Seattle, May 7 (Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Boggs). They 
were seen  
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with young at Victoria, May 10. Three pairs were 
breeding at Mrs. Kline's place near Blaine from 
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June 1 to July 1; a chick 24 hours old was banded 
on July 4. Spotted Sandpipers were nesting at 
Comox at the end of the spring period. They 
nested during July at Rockport, Skagit Co., Wash., 
in the Cascade Mountain foothills (Fern Skinner). 
One non-breeder was seen on Lopez Island, June 
4 (ZMS). 
 
Gulls.—Glaucous-winged Gulls were still laying 
eggs on Lopez Island, June 4; on July 23 most of 
the young appeared to be 30 to 40 days old (ZMS). 
About 1500 pairs on Bare Island had eggs and 
downy young on July 2 (ARD). A flock of about 
300 Bonaparte's Gulls, mainly yearlings with some 
adults, summered at Comox; usually only an 
occasional bird is seen. One Caspian Tern was 
seen at Blaine, June 17. On August 20 a young 
Pigeon Guillemot about three-fourths grown but 
with the egg tooth still well defined was picked up 
in the Tacoma Narrows, and brought to the 
Museum. On Protection Island, off Port Angeles, 
Wash., July 9, young Rhinoceros Auklets ranged 
from one-fourth to three-fourths grown (G. Eddy 
& W. Goodge). 
 
Pigeons, Doves, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons did not 
seem so numerous at Victoria; the largest flock 
seen was 24. They did not appear in such large 
numbers at Bellevue (W. H. Ransom). While 
specific records were not reported, there was a 
general feeling that Mourning Doves were 
increasing fairly rapidly in western Washington. 
Three were seen at Blaine, June 7; 2 pairs were 
nesting, July 3; and 2 nestlings were banded on 
August 9. At Victoria, 2 were seen, July 15; 8 on 
August 7. An injured Screech Owl about nine 
weeks old was brought to Mrs. Schumacher in 
Seattle, July 26; and a Saw-whet Owl about a 
month old was brought in, August 3. 
 
Nighthawks, Hummingbirds, Kingfishers, 
Woodpeckers.—Observers reported that Common 
Nighthawks were scarce. The first was heard in 
Seattle on June 9 (MRF); and at Victoria and 
Blaine, June 7. Young were out of the nest at 
Grays Harbor, Wash., August 3 (WH). A nestling 
Rufous Hummingbird was received by Mrs. 
Schumacher in mid-May. They were nest building 
at Bellevue, June 5. Young were flying at Victoria, 
June 23; and they nested at Rockport during July. 
A juvenal Belted Kingfisher was picked up dead in 
downtown Seattle, July 19. It was fully grown and 
feathered, but the bones were still soft (ZMS). 
Young Red-shafted Flickers hatched in Seattle 
about June 14, and were at the feeding tray about 
July 15 (Violet E. Cannon). A young Red-shafted 
was brought to the Museum, August 10, with the 

post-juvenal molt well under way. The Lewis's 
Woodpeckers at Bellevue had 2 young out of the 
nest, August 1 (WH). Young Downy Woodpeckers 
were flying at Victoria, July 3. 
 
Flycatchers, Larks.—A brood of Eastern Kingbirds 
was noted at Comox, August 7; 2 other pairs of 
adults at different places in the same area indicated 
there might have been three broods. One adult 
was seen at Copalis Beach, August 14 (WH). 
Traill's Flycatchers were above average at Comox. 
A brood was out of the nest at Seattle, August 15 
(VEC). Young Western Flycatchers were flying at 
Victoria about June 14. The second nesting 
occurred at Blaine the third week in July. At 
Seattle, young Westerns were out of the nest by 
July 4 (VEC), and one just out of the nest was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher, August 9. Young 
Western Wood Pewees were flying at Victoria 
about June 14. They were scarce at Comox. An 
Olive-sided Flycatcher too young to fly was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher from the Olympic 
Peninsula, August 25. Horned Larks were nesting 
at two places on the airport near Victoria; a pair 
with small young was seen about July 28. 
 
Swallows.—Mr. Pearse felt that the swallows 
suffered losses at Comox; there were few young 
birds, and the adult population was below normal. 
A Violet-green Swallow flew from a nest in his 
garden on July 28, which was the latest date he has 
known. This may have been the offspring of a 
second mating of a male whose first mate 
disappeared during incubation earlier. Violet-
greens were nesting at Blaine the second week in 
June; one young was banded, July 5; others 
hatched, July 31. At Rockport, 5 broods of young 
flew from nest boxes from July 30 to August 2 
(FS). Two young were out of the nest at Bellevue, 
July 26 (J. B. Holyoke, fide WH). At Mrs. Kline's 
place near Blaine, 62 pairs of Cliff Swallows were 
nesting from May 24 to June 18; another nesting 
occurred from the last week in July to the first 
week in August. They left nests at Seattle, August 
19 (ZMS). Tree Swallows nested at Blaine from 
May 24 to June 6. One Tree Swallow, feathered 
but still in the nest at Seattle, was rescued by Mrs. 
Schumacher on July 27, and a Barn Swallow brood 
of the same age was brought to her on the same 
day. Barn Swallows nested at Blaine the first week 
in June, with another nesting the second week in 
August. 
 
Jays, Ravens, Crows.—Steller's Jay, formerly a rarity 
at Comox, showed an increase on logged lands, 
August 7. They have been coming back to their 
former haunts in Seattle. A Common Raven was 
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seen on May 15 at Spanaway, south of Tacoma, a 
most peculiar place (ZMS). A pair of Common 
Ravens was nesting at Blaine, July 12, and feeding 
2 young out of the nest, August 14. The 
Northwestern Crow showed no increase as a 
nesting species at Comox; rather the reverse. At 
Seattle, however, they showed a marked increase; 
at least 75 were seen on the University of 
Washington Campus, August 15 (ZMS). 
 
Chickadees, Bushtits, Creepers, Dippers, Wrens.—A pair 
of Black-capped Chickadees was nesting at Blaine, 
April 17; the female was injured and the nest was 
broken up (LHK). Bushtits were nest building in a 
Seattle garden, March 27. The results of this 
nesting were not observed. The second nest was 
begun, June 26; young were being fed on July 24, 
and were out of the nest, August 11 (RMB). A 
bushtit just out of the nest was brought to Mrs. 
Schumacher, May 29. They were flying at Victoria, 
June 7. A Brown Creeper just out of the nest was 
brought to Mrs. Schumacher, June 16, from 
Edmonds, north of Seattle. On the Carbon River, 
Pierce Co., Wash., a pair of Am. Dippers was seen 
at the nest, June 8 (LHK). A pair had young at 
Rockport, August 10 (FS). Bewick's Wrens left the 
nest at  
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Victoria, May 12. They were nesting at Blaine the 
first week in June. 
 
Thrushes, Waxwings.—Am. Robins nested at Blaine 
from April 29 to July 15. They were fewer than 
usual at sea level near Comox, but were found 
scattered over logged areas, and young were flying, 
May 19. Young Am. Robins hatched at Seattle by 
April 19 and young were in the nest at Kingston, 
Bainbridge Island, August 10 (VT). Olive-backed 
Thrushes seemed to be scarcer throughout the 
Region. Western Bluebirds were nesting at Roy, 
Pierce Co., Wash., June 7 (LHK). Mountain 
Bluebirds nested during July at Rockport (FS). 
Cedar Waxwings were common at Comox. Two 
pairs nested at Mrs. Kline's place from June 25 to 
July 28. 
 
Vireos, Warblers.—All vireos were below normal at 
Comox, except the Solitary. Solitary Vireos nested 
at Rockport during July. A nest of Warbling Vireos 
was completed in a garden at Victoria, May 21, and 
the young were flying, June 25 (ARD). They were 
carrying nesting material at Renton, June 7 (LHK). 
Young were in Miss Cannon's yard in Seattle, 
August 15. A juvenal Orange-crowned Warbler 
was brought to Mrs. Schumacher in Seattle, May 

27. Orange-crowns were singing at Comox, June 
22, suggesting a second nesting (TP). (Orange-
crowned and Audubon's have a second short song 
period between broods —ZMS.) Yellow Warblers 
were unusually abundant at Comox. Young were 
flying at Victoria, June 26. At Blaine a pair nested 
the second week in June; and at Rockport they 
nested during July. Yellow Warblers at Seattle were 
carrying nesting material on June 12; the nest was 
completed, July 2; and the young left the nest, July 
25 (RMB). Young Audubon's Warblers were first 
seen at Victoria, June 7. They nested at Rockport 
during July, probably a second nesting. Young 
Black-throated Gray Warblers were seen at north 
Seattle in mid-June, and again the third week in 
August (ZMS); at the south part of the city they 
were in a yard, August 15 (VEC). 
 
Blackbird, Orioles, Tanagers.—A Brown-headed 
Cowbird was seen at Victoria, May 17, and on July 
1 a juvenal was being fed by a Yellow Warbler. It 
was out of the nest, July 10 (ARD). A young 
cowbird was picked up dead on the University of 
Washington Campus, July 4 (William Goodge). 
This appears to be the first breeding record for 
western Washington. The Bullock's Oriole which 
had been in the Bellevue area in spring was in 
Hagenstein's yard from June 20 to 25. Red-winged 
Blackbirds were nesting at Blaine the second week 
in May. Brewer's Blackbirds seemed to be 
spreading out. At Comox there was evidence of 
their increase as nesters; young were on the wing, 
May 27. Banding records at Bellevue indicated an 
increase (WHR). They were nesting at Blaine the 
second week in June. Western Tanagers were 
above average at Comox. They were at their nest 
at Bellevue, July 25 (WH), and young were in a 
yard at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). 
 
Fringillids.—A pair of Lazuli Buntings nested at 
Blaine the third week in June, and Purple Finches 
were incubating the first week in June. House 
Finches nested in several places in Seattle (VEC); 2 
nestlings were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on 
May 31. Pine Siskins have an irregular breeding 
cycle. Young were flying at Blaine the third week 
in June. At Seattle 2 young birds, approximately six 
week old, were brought to Mrs. Schumacher on 
August 10 and 14. Am. Goldfinches were feeding 
young off the nest at Blaine, June 24. At Seattle 
young were flying, July 26 and young were still on 
the nest, August 14 (HLS). Red Crossbills seemed 
to be doing well in British Columbia; 35 were seen 
at Victoria, August 7. Fryer reported flocks up to 
40 seen frequently around Comox; 50 were feeding 
on Yellow Cedar cones, August 7 (TP). A juvenal 
Spotted Towhee was at a feeding tray in Seattle, 
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May 23 (RMB). Mrs. Schumacher received juvenals 
on June 22 and 25; one 12 days old, July 26, and 
one able to fly, August 10. Three young well into 
the post-juvenal molt were banded, August 20 to 
27, by Mrs. Schultz. Savannah Sparrows nested at 
Blaine from May 30 to June 10, with a second 
brood the first week in August. The subspecies 
brooksi showed a marked increase within their 
limited breeding area at Comox. Oregon Juncos 
were nesting at Blaine the first week in June. 
Young at Bellevue were out of the nest, July 7, and 
seemed to be much more plentiful (WH). Four 
fully-grown juvenals were at a feeding tray in 
Seattle, August 15, accompanied by parents (ZMS). 
Young Chipping Sparrows were flying at Victoria, 
June 10, and independent young were seen at 
Rockport, July 28 (FS); while a brood was being 
fed in the nest at Seattle, August 15 (VEC). Young 
White-crowned Sparrows were at a feeding tray in 
Seattle, June 14 (RMB). White-crowns were 
exceptionally plentiful on Lopez Island; young 
were out of the nest, but unable to fly on July 30 
(ZMS). Young Song Sparrows were seen in the 
nest at Seattle, April 29 (RMB). They were fully 
fledged at Victoria, May 31. Nesting was under 
way at Blaine the first week in June. Newly-
hatched young were noted at Kingston, August 8 
(VT).—MARTHA R. FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. 
SCHULTZ, Washington State Museum, University of 
Washington, Seattle. 
 
 

End 1955 
	  


