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OBA 2016 Annual Meeting Report — by Harv Schubothe
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This year’s Oregon Birding Association Annual Meeting 
gave us all an opportunity to visit Bend’s Woodpecker 
Wonderland. Not only did we get chance to hear Steve 

Shunk speak about the 11 species of woodpeckers that breed in the 
area, we also got a chance to get out in the field and find them. 

Numerous field trips 
were offered, giving some of 
us the opportunity to build 
up our county lists, like my 
own in Crook County, which 
had been almost empty 
previously. This is no longer 
the case now, thanks to 
Chuck Gates. 

We heard from Cathy 
Nowak about her use of 
satellite transmitters on 
Sandhill Cranes at Ladd 
Marsh, which revealed 
where they go in winter, as 
well as their preferred roosts 
in the refuge. It has turned 
out to be the start of a now-
expanded tracking study. 

We had three days of 
good birding, great friends, 
and excellent food. I’d like to thank Dr. Jim Moodie of Central 
Oregon Community College for arranging our use of their parking 
lot, and the volunteers from the Bend area and around the state 
who lead the trips: Tom Crabtree, Chuck Gates, John Gerke, Sally 
Hill, Howard Horvath, Steve Kornfeld, Tony Kutz, Danielle Lordi, 
Peter Lowe, Judy Meredith, Russ Namitz, Jeff Nordstrom, Sherry 
Pierce, Stefan Schlick, Steve Shunk, and David Tracy.

One of my obligations as President is to provide an annual 
report to the membership at the meeting and I will share some of 
the items here with the members who could not attend. Before I do, 
one of the highlights of this year’s Annual 
Meeting was that OBA awarded Alan 
Contreras with a lifetime membership. 
Alan has been with us from the 
beginning, 36 years ago, when we started 
as the Oregon Field Ornithologists. A 
tireless writer, reviewer, and blogger, 
much of how this publication, Oregon 
Birds, became such a source of enjoyment 
for birders throughout the state and 
nation, is thanks to Alan and his work on 
the Oregon Birds editorial board and his 
stints as editor.

Unable to be present at the meeting, 
but also receiving a life membership was 
Mary Ann Sohlstrom. Her presentation 
was made in October.

I am happy to report that our 
membership numbers continue to climb. 
Several factors may be contributing to 
this increase; for example, we have made 
maintaining membership easier for 
current and potential members by making 
it possible to join and pay online; and we 
have increased our communication with 

the membership. In any case, our membership has now topped 400.
We have also gotten our logo out there on new merchandise, 

including caps. Our store items are available online through our 
website.

The Board of Directors is particularly proud of the revitalization 
of the Fund for Ornithology 
(FFO). In the past, significant 
contributions have come 
from this resource. While we 
were only able to make four 
small grants with the funds 
that were available this 
year, being able to support 
Sandhill Crane research and 
educational opportunities 
for middle school, high 
school, and college youth 
was an important step. 
Hopefully, we will be able 
to build up the fund based 
on continued grant activities 
like this.

We also got back into 
the field trip business. In 
particular, we aimed our 
efforts at more advanced 

birding. We visited particular hotspots and targeted harder-to-find 
species with outstanding local guides, while limiting the number 
of birders in the group to maximize these birding experiences.

Clearly, we are trying to make use of the technology and social 
media that are available to us and will continue to do so. As just one 
example, after ensuring anonymity in balloting, we are allowing 
voting for our Board officers and directors to be done electronically 
for the first time. 

There are some areas the Board had identified where we hoped 
to make some progress, but which continue to remain challenging 

for us. We were hoping to become a more 
diverse community, particularly with 
regard to youth and ethnicity. While 
we were able to direct a few dollars to 
organizations that involve young people 
in birding, this truly was a very small 
step in what we hope to accomplish. And 
certainly, we have little to show when it 
comes to getting those from non-majority 
ethnicities and cultures into the field.

But that is work for our new Board 
of Directors to direct some attention to. 
I do want to thank everyone for their 
continued support of our Association. 
Then, again, it is not about us, it is about 
the birds.

Come join us next year at the Malheur 
Field Station!

Alan Contreras, recipient of OBA 
lifetime membership award



A History of the Oregon Fund for Ornithology
by Pamela Johnston 

The deadlines for ffo granT 
applicaTions are

february 1 and augusT 1 

for granT applicaTions and
 deTailed informaTion, check

 www.orbirds.org 

or wriTe us aT

oregon birding associaTion
po box 675 

lincoln ciTy or 
97367-0675

In 1983, Oregon Field Ornithologists (OFO) 
was founded by a group of birders in 
Eugene as a statewide extension 

of the existing Southern Willamette 
Ornithological Club, SWOC. {SWOC 
itself had begun as a group of 11 
birders in August of 1974, and 
still exists as the host of Eugene 
Birders’ Night.}

Five years later, the OFO 
Board of Directors set up a 
fund “for worthwhile projects” 
related to the purposes of OFO, 
to be dedicated at the Board’s 
discretion. Examples could 
include special publications, 
improvements in Oregon Birds, 
ornithological research projects, etc. 
Establishment of the Fund was made 
possible by generous donations from 
Medford birder Otis Swisher, who is also 
an OFO Past President. This definition was 
broad enough to support a variety of these 
“worthwhile projects” over the years.

Members have added to the tax-deductible Fund For 
Ornithology (FFO) since Otis Swisher’s founding contribution, 
and money has gone to internal projects like the above-mentioned 
“improvements to Oregon Birds,” which is no longer a small black 
and white pamphlet, many OFO publications, and external projects 
in research and education.

A project that created more field study was the Breeding Bird 
Atlas (BBA), the OFO citizen science undertaking of the 1990s, 
which Joel Geier has called its “most successful participatory 
project.” Ironically, in 1994 the BBA got its start-up money from the 
pockets of it originators, the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the 
Bureau of Land Management, and the 
Collins Foundation.  It produced a 
CD ROM of the study results for sale. 
Paul Adamus says, “After the project 
ended, there was a bit of money still 
left from the BLM grant and sales of 
the CD, so we gladly plowed that 
into the FFO and indicated that our 
committee’s preference was that it be 
used for studies that would improve 
knowledge of the geographic 
distribution of Oregon birds.”

An OFO donation toward the 
production of Birds of Oregon - A 
General Reference was supported by 
money from the sale of CDs of the 
BBA, as well as by member donations 
to the Fund. In 2002 the Fund was 
renamed ORIF, the Oregon Research 
Initiative Fund, but this name has 
faded from use.

Field studies the Fund has helped 
support since the 1990s include 
a search for nest sites of Black Swifts at promising waterfalls, 
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conducted by Bob Altman and many volunteers, 
and a study of the Streaked Horned Lark in the 

Willamette Valley, by Randy Moore, Douglas 
Robinson, and their volunteers. Jeff 

Fleischer, founder of the winter Raptor 
Route surveys, recalls “the $1,000.00 

grant that the East Cascades Bird 
Conservancy [now East Cascades 
Audubon Society, ECAS] received 
from OFO.  I believe we received 
it for the 2005 – 2006 survey 
season (the second winter of 
the project, which by the way 
will be enjoying its 13th season 
this winter, with over 275 routes 
in 4 states surveyed by over 200 

project volunteers!) and it was 
used to help us reimburse mileage 

costs for some of the volunteers who 
requested it. It came in VERY handy 

and allowed us to get some great data 
from some out-of-the-way survey routes 

that might not have been filled without the 
grant!” As a condition of the grant, Jeff produced 

a CD of the first two years of Raptor Route data, held by 
ECAS.

In 2012, the OFO Board of Directors proposed a name change 
for the group, to Oregon Birding Association (OBA), which the 
membership supported with its votes.  In 2015, the OBA board 
wanted to start a new process for distributing funds to projects 
in line with our mission to “further the knowledge, education, 
enjoyment, conservation, and science of birds and birding in 
Oregon.” Board members devised an application process and 
began soliciting grant proposals, to be awarded in spring. These 

are accounts from the recipients of 
how they used their grants, which 
were often combined with funding 
from other sources. 

In the years since our name 
change from OFO to Oregon Birding 
Association, the acronym OFO has 
been applied to the Fund, as Oregon 
Fund for Ornithology, reflecting our 
historic name. Looking back, it seems 
more suitable to restore the name 
Fund for Ornithology, FFO, which 
maintains continuity with the original 
Fund. 

Much of this information was 
collected by Dawn Villaescusa from 
her research into the board minutes 
of OFO and OBA. Thank you to 
Paul Adamus and Joel Geier for 
correspondence we each had with 
them about BBA. Thanks to Jeff 
Fleischer for describing early days 
of the Raptor Routes, and to Alan 
Contreras for information on SWOC. 



Fund for 
Ornithology 

2016
GRANT

RECIPIENTS

Azalea Middle School Birding Club
 

The Azalea Middle School Birding Club of Brookings, 
OR was able to send 17 students in the 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grades, and two adult volunteers on six birding field trips; 
five in Oregon and one in nearby northern California. One 
was an all-day school time field trip to count birds for the 
Great Backyard Bird Count and the South Coast Watershed 
Council at Arizona Beach State Park, two were all-day 
Saturday field trips to Bandon Marsh National Wildlife 
Refuge and Arcata Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary in California, 
and three were Wednesday afternoon early release field trips 
to the Port of Brookings-Harbor, Lone Ranch State Park, and 
Crissy Field State Park. OBA funds helped pay for school 
bus transportation, including fuel and drivers. Some costs 
were picked up by the school district, some by a donation 
from Kalmiopsis Audubon Society, and by the balance 
of the Birding Club’s previous year budget. A personal 
contribution from Diane Cavaness, the now-retired teacher 
who started the Club, covered the remainder. She describes 
the benefits below:

1. Students and their adult leaders had fun, quality time 
together, outside, away from electronics!

2. Students were introduced to Oregon (and one 
California) state parks and wildlife areas, and experienced 
for themselves the importance of setting aside such places. 

3. Students learned to use binoculars and field guides to 
identify birds in the field, and to keep records of birds they 
saw. 

4. Students became aware of how different habitats (ocean 
shoreline, freshwater wetlands, forest) contained different 
plant communities and birds. 

5. Students began to notice and report birds they saw in 
their everyday lives. Several parents shared that that their 
children were teaching family members to identify birds. 

6. Students were introduced to an outdoor hobby that 
they can return to in the future.
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Oregon State University Bird Nerds 

Oregon State University Bird Nerds describes itself 
as “the student-run ornithological club at Oregon State 
University.” With grants from OBA and the Audubon 
Society of Corvallis, from “March 19-22, 2016, 8 student 
members of the OSU Bird Nerds and 2 Willamette University 
students took part in this four-day field trip to Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge, Steens Mountain, Hart Mountain 
National Antelope Refuge, Chickahominy Reservoir, Silver 
Creek, Silvies Flood Plain, and the surrounding region. 
This was the first time the majority of the students on this 
trip had experienced Malheur NWR and the surrounding 
region. Students conducted avian point count training and 
contributed to ongoing research in Oregon 2020 plots in the 
region. Students practiced techniques for identifying species 
by song, visual ID, and call, as well as recording field data. 
Students practiced identifying many previously unfamiliar 
species by field marks, flight patterns, and vocalizations. 
Many life birds were found during this trip and appreciations 
were founded for the places we visited and the species found 
within them.



Toledo High Oregon Birds students on campus, 2016

— Ben Ewing
Science and STEM

Banded 
Sandhill 
Crane

 
Toledo Junior/Senior High School

Oregon Birds classes

With the Fund for Ornithology monies, we were able 
to purchase 13 pairs of Celestron UpClose G2 10x50 porro 
prism binoculars and 9 copies of the Stokes Beginner’s Guide 
to Birds: Western Region.

The pricing had changed in the time between the 
proposal and when we actually purchased the items in May.  
Last year in the first Oregon Birds course we have offered 
in many years at Toledo Junior/Senior High School, 14 
students signed up and enjoyed the class immensely. Word 
spread, as often happens, and this year the Oregon Birds 
class is 26 students! Even with the support of the Oregon 
Birding Association, ironically we are still short binoculars 
as a result of the class’ popularity! 

 As we did last year, we are still able to get students 
out birdwatching, both on campus and on short field trips 
around the Yaquina River. I have included pictures, one from 
last year’s trip along the Yaquina and one from this year on 
campus with the larger group.  Unfortunately, due to some 
staffing changes and scheduling conflicts, we were unable to 
offer the Advanced Birding class this year; perhaps we will 
next year as the number of students taking the introductory 
course grows.  

Ladd Marsh Sandhill Crane transmitters
 

“In 2015, we captured 3 Greater Sandhill Cranes, 2 
adults and 1 pre-fledging chick, and fitted them with 
Platform Transmitter Terminals (PTTs; also called satellite 
transmitters). In our application, we requested funds to 
“cover approximately 3 months of Argos data retrieval 
to assist us with monitoring these birds for as long as the 
PTTs continue to function (2-4 years).” Data from those 
transmitters has significantly improved our understanding 
of the local breeding population of Greater Sandhill Cranes. 
We learned that the birds overwintered in the Central Valley 
of California but that they went to two different areas. One 
of the adults also made a move of about 100 miles in mid-
winter; they are not necessarily sedentary once they reach 
the wintering area. 

“We were able to detect differences in speed and timing of 
migration between individuals and between the southward 
and northward movements.  When traveling south, the birds 
took as little as two days to get to California, but on the route 
north, they took as long as 17 days to get back to Ladd Marsh 
after leaving their winter locale. After it traveled back to Ladd 
Marsh with its parents, the 2015 chick spent the summer in 
the Blue Mountains within 30 miles of where it hatched. That 
bird has, at the time of this report, returned to Ladd Marsh 
and has been seen roosting on the wildlife area. 

“Unfortunately, one of the adults fitted with a transmitter 
in 2015 died in spring of 2016. The cause of death 
is unknown but the remains were located and the 
PTT recovered so we will be able to deploy it on 
another bird in the future. 

“Because of the work begun through this 
project with our first 3 radio-marked birds, we 
are collaborating with researchers at Texas Tech 
University on a project investigating small 
Intermountain West br breeding populations of 
Sandhill Cranes. We placed 6 more PTTs on adult 
birds in 2016 and have tracked them through the 
summer. We look forward to seeing whether all 
of those birds migrate to the Central Valley or if 
any travel to other wintering areas.”

 — Cathy Nowak
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Banding Sandhill Cranes



Muddy Creek 
Mitigation Bank 
(MCMB) is 

comprised of approximately 
135 acres north of Monroe, 
Oregon.  Integral to MCMB 
is a portion of Muddy 
Creek, a tributary of Marys 
River. MCMB has several 
distinct landform/vegetation 
communities, including still 
and moving water, flooded 
and riparian forest, palustrine 
emergent, and wet and upland 
prairie. 

MCMB is in the 9th year of 
management and has a variety 
of stable and developing 
habitats consistent with use 
by a diversity of bird species.

Fixed-route bird surveys 
followed a 3.2-mile path designed 
to maximize areal coverage 
of the entire site and sample each of the four major habitat types. 
Random surveys were also performed that focused on bird hotspots 
identified during the fixed-route surveys. Random ‘hotspot’ surveys 
consisted of checking, in no particular order, areas where the habitat 
consistently proved to be of high value to migrant, wintering, and 
breeding species. In all cases, surveys were non-stop walking with 
momentary halts to ascertain and record species as necessary.  A 
concurrent effort during the reproductive season to document 
Streaked Horned Lark use of the site was based on line-intercept 
distance-based survey methodology (see appendix). All bird species 
visible and audible from the property were recorded. Habitat type 
use and flyovers were noted.  

From 4/2015 to 3/2016 
I performed 14 fixed-route 
surveys for an average of 2.5 
hours/survey and a range of 
2.2 to 3.4 hours (Graph 1).  An 
effort was made to complete 
surveys before 11:00 AM 
during the breeding season. 
Five hotspot surveys 
performed during May 2016 
averaged 2.2 hours (ranging 
between 1.5 to 2.5 hrs) and 
were completed during 
daylight hours.

One-hundred-twenty-
three bird species were 
encountered during the 
survey period (Table 1). Each 
of these species was assigned 
a habitat preference based on 

where the bird was initially 
encountered.  

Occupancy status refers to species 
residency in the Willamette Valley at various times of the year. 
Of the 123 species detected during the surveys, 22 are exclusively 
wintering birds, generally on site for approximately 6 - 7 months 
and absent during the reproductive time of year. Eighty-nine of the 
123 species are confirmed to be breeders in the Willamette Valley, 
while 38 of the 89 possible breeding species were highly likely to 
have used MCMB for nesting and rearing young (this is based 
on observation of territoriality, cryptic behavior, evidence of nest 
building and feeding young, and observations of adults with brood 
patches as well as recently fledged young). Twenty-eight of the 89 
possible breeding species leave the valley prior to the winter months. 
Twelve of the 123 species encountered are migrants in the valley for 

Thirteen Months of Bird Observation on Muddy Creek Mitigation Bank,
Willamette Valley, OR, 2015 - 2016

by Howard Bruner

Muddy Creek in December
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very short periods in spring, late summer, and/or fall (Table 1).  
Two species were encountered on every survey — Northern 

Flicker and Savannah Sparrow. Additionally, Red-winged Blackbird, 
European Starling, and American Robin were observed on 17 of the 
19 surveys, while Song Sparrow and Killdeer were found on 16 
surveys. Eighteen species were recorded on one survey only.    

Evolutionary differentiation and survival strategy underlie the 
division of bird species into 42 - 46 groups* (e.g., waterfowl, upland 
birds, tyrant flycatchers, etc.). This group structure reflects distinct 
habitats necessary for specific survival strategies to succeed. Relating 
the 123 species encountered to the habitat diversity on MCMB can 
be elucidated by noting that survey results include representative 
species from 37 of the 42 categories. This can be interpreted in terms 
of habitat diversity on MCMB, keeping in mind that currently 
available habitat is evolving as management proceeds.

For many bird species, MCMB is a valuable addition to existing 
area resources (e.g., Finley National Wildlife Refuge) that provide 

wintering, migratory resting and refueling as well as breeding 
habitat. I found 5 species that are experiencing recent expansion 
in range and have become rare breeders in the valley (Table 1).  
Additionally, the regionally listed subspecies of Horned Lark 
(Streaked Horned Lark) was found on 5 surveys; paired during 
the late spring; and exhibited behavior suggestive of nesting. The 
limited time frame of this survey does not capture enough of the 
variability of bird use of habitat(s) to confirm regular use of MCMB 
by these species, but the trend valley-wide is very suggestive of 
colonization by species not present in recent decades on this 
previously hunted and farmed land. 

*Depending on the authority grouping these categories 
(generally based on bird families), they can be either consolidated 
or divided.  Forty-two is the number from Sibley Guide to Birds, 
National Audubon Society, 2000.  The reference to 46 groups is 
from Seasonal Checklist of Birds of the Willamette Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex, 2009. 
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Occupancy Status
Species
Bold denotes single survey record 
* Recent expansion to Willamette Valley

Breeder
Gone 
in 
Winter

Migrant Wintering
Evidence 
of Bank 
breeding

Greater White-fronted Goose 1 few

Cackling Goose 1

Canada Goose 1 1 1

Tundra Swan 1

Wood Duck 1 1 1

Gadwall 1 1

American Wigeon 1

Mallard 1 1 1

Blue-winged Teal* 1 1 1

Cinnamon Teal 1 1 1

Northern Shoveler 1

Northern Pintail 1

Green-winged Teal 1

Ring-necked Duck 1 1

Lesser Scaup 1

Bufflehead 1

Hooded Merganser 1 1 1

California Quail 1 1

Pied-billed Grebe 1 1

American Bittern 1 1

Great Blue Heron 1 1

Great Egret 1

Turkey Vulture 1 1 few

Osprey 1 1

Bald Eagle 1 1

Northern Harrier 1 1

Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1

Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 1

Red-tailed Hawk 1 1 1

Rough-legged Hawk 1

American Kestrel 1 1 1

Merlin 1

Peregrine Falcon 1

Table 1. Bird species documented on 19 surveys on Muddy Creek Mitigation Bank
 and occupancy status, 2015-2016

Oregon Birds Volume 42 (2) - 2016                                 51



Occupancy Status
Species

Bold denotes single survey record
* Recent expansion to Willamette Valley

Breeder
Gone 
in 
Winter

Migrant Wintering
Evidence 
of Bank 
breeding

Virginia Rail 1 1 few 1

Sora 1 1 1

American Coot 1 1 1

Killdeer 1 1 1

Greater Yellowlegs 1

Lesser Yellowlegs 1

Spotted Sandpiper 1 1

Western Sandpiper 1

Least Sandpiper 1

Dunlin 1

Short-billed Dowitcher 1

Long-billed Dowitcher 1 few

Wilson’s Snipe 1 1 1

Wilson’s Phalarope* 1 1 1

Red-necked Phalarope 1

Eurasian Collared-dove 1 1

Mourning Dove 1 1 1

Great Horned Owl 1 1 1

Vaux’s Swift 1 1

Anna’s Hummingbird 1 1

Rufous Hummingbird 1 1

Belted Kingfisher 1 1

Downy Woodpecker 1 1

Hairy Woodpecker 1 1

Northern Flicker 1 1

Olive-sided Flycatcher 1 1 1

Western Wood-Pewee 1 1

Pacific-slope Flycatcher 1 1

Black Phoebe* 1 1 1

Hutton’s Vireo 1 1

Warbling Vireo 1 1

Steller’s Jay 1 1

Western Scrub-Jay 1 1

American Crow 1 1

Common Raven 1 1

Horned Lark 1 1 1

Purple Martin 1 1
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Occupancy Status
Species

Bold denotes single survey record
* Recent expansion to Willamette Valley

Breeder
Gone 
in 
Winter

Migrant Wintering
Evidence 
of Bank 
breeding

Tree Swallow 1 1 1

Violet-green Swallow 1 1

Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1 1

Cliff Swallow 1 1

Barn Swallow 1 1 1

Black-capped Chickadee 1 1 1

Bushtit 1 1

Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 1

White-breasted Nuthatch 1 1 1

Brown Creeper 1 1

Bewick’s Wren 1 1

House Wren 1 1 1

Pacific Wren 1 1

Marsh Wren 1 1

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1

Western Bluebird 1 1

Swainson’s Thrush 1 1

Hermit Thrush 1

American Robin 1 1

Varied Thrush 1

European Starling 1 1 1

American Pipit 1

Cedar Waxwing 1 1 few

Orange-crowned Warbler 1 1 few

Yellow Warbler 1 1

Yellow-rumped Warbler 1

Black-throated Gray Warbler 1

Common Yellowthroat 1 1 1

Wilson’s Warbler 1

Yellow-breasted Chat 1 1

Western Tanager 1 1

Spotted Towhee 1 1 1

Savannah Sparrow 1 1 1

Grasshopper Sparrow* 1 1 1

Fox Sparrow 1

Song Sparrow 1 1 1

Lincoln’s Sparrow 1
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Occupancy Status
Species

Bold denotes single survey record
* Recent expansion to Willamette Valley

Breeder
Gone 
in 
Winter

Migrant Wintering
Evidence 
of Bank 
breeding

White-crowned Sparrow 1 1

Golden-crowned Sparrow 1

Dark-eyed Junco 1 1

Black-headed Grosbeak 1 1

Lazuli Bunting 1 1

Red-winged Blackbird 1 1 1

Western Meadowlark 1 1 1

Yellow-headed Blackbird* 1 1

Brewer’s Blackbird 1 1 1

Brown-headed Cowbird 1 1 1

Purple Finch 1 1

House Finch 1 1

Lesser Goldfinch 1 1 1

American Goldfinch 1 1 1

Evening Grosbeak 1

Bank Swallow 1

reference
Herlyn, H. G. and A. L. Contreras. Handbook of Oregon Birds. 2009. Oregon State University Press, 287pp.

Appendix: Oregon Vesper Sparrow, Horned Lark, and Grassland Bird Surveys

dAtA Form instructions

Point/transect iD – [On the data form] circle the word point or tran (short for transect) to indicate whether the data is [collected] 
at a point count station or along a transect. Use whatever codes you want to describe the identification of point counts or transects, 
but provide a summary of identifications along with georeferenced data to locate them. For transects this would include the beginning 
and end point.

detections - Use tick marks (clearly separated from other marks) to indicate the number of birds in any column. If you are doing 
distance estimations write the distance under the appropriate column, separated by a comma for subsequent distances in the same 
column.

time – Use four digits. Note start time on the same line as first species detected and end time on the same line as last species detected. 
If you are using a transect that goes in and out of a restoration footprint, each time those changes occur, note the beginning and end 
time (as just described) for each change and all species and detections within those units are separate lines in the data sheet.  

species codes – Use standard [USGS] species codes.
Traffic – I tried to avoid primary roads in order to minimize issues with traffic, but there will be situations where traffic and traffic 

noise are problematic. Conducting surveys on weekends is one way to minimize this. If a few cars occasionally go by during your survey, 
and you feel they interfered with your ability to hear birds, then you can add on the amount of time beyond 5 minutes that you think 
was affected by the noise. However, this should be always less than one minute.  If you feel that you lost more than one minute from 
traffic noise, then you should try again at another time, especially on a weekend when less traffic may occur. If that is not possible or 
not effective, then just drop the station.

people – Invariably you will be stopped by concerned/interested people. Be friendly and cordial and let them know that you are doing 
bird surveys for a regional project. From a time standpoint, treat it as noise. The degree you were interrupted by the person is added to 
the end of the point. If the conversation was longer than one minute, then just restart with a new full five minutes once they leave. If they 
become aggressive or question your ability to be on the road doing this just leave and drop the station. 
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On 18 December 2014 I was fortunate to witness a unique 
and exciting, yet rather unfortunate event. I was birding 
at Rhinhart Volunteer Park in Grants Pass, Oregon, while 

also trying to take some photos of the birds I observed, all with my 
18-month-old birder-in-training in tow. The park has a variety of 
habitat types, including several ponds. I was at the largest of the 
man-made ponds, which has a large, treed island on its south end, 
observing a male Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) perched on 
a low-hanging branch over the water. When it flew off, it landed in 
the vegetation on the island around the bend from me and I could 
not relocate it. I turned around to leave when I heard the rattling 
call of the kingfisher followed almost immediately by what I could 
only describe as a distress call. I turned around in time to watch an 
adult Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) hurtling towards the 
bank opposite the island with the kingfisher in its talons. I stood 
there in shock for a moment before starting toward the commotion, 
but before I could take two steps, I saw the kingfisher escape and 
begin to fly back over the pond toward the island. The kingfisher 
did not make it to its destination, but instead fell into the water. 
The Red-shouldered Hawk then flew into a cottonwood on the 
island and appeared to observe the struggling kingfisher.

I made my way around to the bank where the event had taken 
place, hoping the kingfisher would be close enough to shore that 
I could pull it out. Unfortunately, I could not reach the bird, but I 
could see that it was mortally injured. It was floating upright in 
the water. Its wings were splayed out and it could not fly. It would 
occasionally give another distress call and struggle to fly off, but 
to no avail. I had wondered (and hoped) that the hawk might fly 
down and attempt to retrieve it, as the kingfisher was now much 
closer to the shore of the island, however, after observing the 
kingfisher for about 15 minutes, the hawk flew off to the south. 
After another half hour or so, the kingfisher stopped struggling or 
vocalizing and appeared to have died.

Red-shouldered Hawks are known to occasionally prey on 
small birds (Crocoll 1994, Kaufman 1996, Wheeler 2003).  Their 
diet in Oregon is undocumented (Scheuering and McAtee 2003).  A 
Belted Kingfisher would be considerably larger than a “small bird” 
and appeared to be more than this hawk could handle.

The author wishes to express appreciation to Dennis Vroman, 
who reviewed this article and submitted constructive suggestions.

Literature cited
Crocoll, S.T. 1994.  Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus). In 
The birds of North America, No. 107 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). 
Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and American 
Ornithological Union, Washington, D.C.
Kaufman, K. 1996. Lives of North American Birds. Houghton 
Mifflin, Boston, MA.
Scheuering, R.C. and G. McAtee. 2003. Red-Shouldered Hawk  
Buteo lineatus.  Pp 153-154.  In Birds of Oregon: A General Reference. 
D.B. Marshall, M.G Hunter, and A.L Contreras, Eds. Oregon State 
University Press, Corvallis, OR
Wheeler, B.K.  2003. Raptors of Western North America. Princeton 
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Red-shouldered Hawk Attempts to 
Take a Belted Kingfisher 

by Zia Fukuda The Bird
by Carol Barrett

 
for my mother and father

They thumb through Birds of the Northwest
trying to name a newcomer. I too
catch his act this morning at the suet feeder
swinging between the camellias, yellow beak 
(my father is sure of it) nibbling cautiously 
while tail feathers bobble. 
                                                Ever since
courting they have tracked the migrations
of aerial friends. They talk eyes, and wings. 
They are sure this tail has streaks of white. 
See. There. Too small for a wren or sparrow, 
he defies I.D. This worn slim volume 
has witnessed their rarest sightings,  
decade after decade whenever need 
darts about. 
                      The cover is ruffled, pages 
smudged, vestiges of butterhorns, perhaps 
our version of suet. They settle finally 
on Common Thatch, as the light
breast and black head fit the scriptural
habitat west of the Cascades. 
                                                     I expected
a more exotic tribute, given their whispered 
wonderment, heads tilted together. 
The bird, now named and known, pecks 
his way into their glad world, flits 
to a rafter to watch the watchers. 
They are between surgeries, my mother
for crushed vertebrae 
                                        due to a fall
on the slate beneath the feeders,
my father for cataracts splitting his pine
trees in two. I have come to cook 
for a while, fold the clothes, 
                                                   closer
now to this ritual of discernment,    
window, bird and book. They know
more birds than I could list in a year
of Sundays, recognize the whirring duet,
repeat visitors  -- two hummingbirds 
who linger into dusk -- even when names 
of friends escape recall, their gray heads 
bent to pane,
                         as they wait, once
again, for the wings of grace.
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Photos by Maitreya

Oregon Birds Volume 42 (2) - 2016                                 56

Hatch-year Sooty Grouse

Fire lookout and some of the diverse plant 
communities of Horsefly Mountain.

Fox Sparrow singing

Ranunculus lining 
the shore of Wilson 
Lake, with Horsefly 

Mountain in the 
background.



It is with heavy heart that I share the news with you that 
beloved bird photographer, KAS member, and friend Lois 
Miller died on January 13 from an aggressive cancer. It 

was far too soon to lose this enthusiastic, generous, and talented 
woman. We offer our deepest condolences to her family. 

It has been a tremendous joy and inspiration for many of us in 
the KAS community to watch Lois over the past 15 years teaching 
herself to become first an excellent birder and then an outstanding 
bird photographer. Her extraordinary images won many awards, 
appeared in all sorts of books and magazines, and were featured at 
museum exhibits in Coos and Eugene. 

For years, Lois spent every moment she was not working out 
in the field from dawn to dusk, and even into darkness, searching 
for her avian subjects. She loved being outdoors looking for birds, 
and having grown up in this area, she knew where to find them. 
This fall Lois reached a notable birding milestone when she found 
her 300th species in Curry County. Even as her photographic work 
appeared in national publications.
Lois was always generous in sharing her current work with 
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society, and so our humble Storm Petrel 
pages and website have been graced by her images. And, of course, 
our raffle through the years has featured an extraordinary photo 
by Lois, at once artistic, scientific, and inspiring.  Through her 
stunning photos, many of us have been grateful to get to know our 
local birds better, especially those that are hard to see, such as sea 
scoters and wrentits. 
I fondly remember Lois showing me images where we could zoom 
in and see exactly what swallows were eating or the stunning 
texture of colored feathers.
When she was managing the True Value hardware store, Lois was a 
bird ambassador to the local community and to visitors, answering 
all manner of questions about them. In particular, she e by 
collaborating on several slide presentations that we gave together 
through the years, ones that I will continue to share, and in doing 
so I hope to help keep Lois’s legacy alive. 

Aside from her impressive contributions as a photographer and 
community member, Lois was extremely proud of another part 
of her legacy as a naturalist: her daughter Lisa Guy, a successful 
ornithologist with expertise in Arctic birds, and her two grandsons, 
both of whom have known their birds from a very young age. 

— Ann Vilesas

Lois Miller 
June 27, 1956 – January 13, 2016

The southern Oregon coast lost one of its best birders and bird photographers earlier this 
year. Port Orford’s Lois Miller was easily found in the field in Curry and Coos County — all 
you had to do was look for the lady with the big smile and the camera lens that was almost 
bigger than she was. Lois’ photos were prize winners and graced the pages of Oregon Birds 
on numerous occasions. 

She was a champion for birds in her community, perhaps most notably when Peregrine 
Falcons were stolen off a cliff in Port Orford. Lois was heartbroken as those were my babies. 
The point B Studio is still selling photos by Lois. Proceeds go to support local groups 
including Project Graduation, Rotary Club, and Kalmiopsis Audubon Society (KAS). 

What follows is an obituary for the Kalmiopsis Audubon Society newsletter by their 
President Ann Vilesas that captures what Lois Miller represented to the birding world in 
Oregon. 

 — Harvey Schubothe

Photo of Lois with hummingbird by Knute Andersson
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Photos by Lois Miller

Clockwise from top left: 
 
Black-necked Stilt 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Osprey 
Western Meadowlark 
Evening Grosbeak



Kimdel Owen was born in Redmond, Oregon, on January 12, 1958. As a youngster, 
he began birding with his family. When he was 5, he could accurately identify 
more than 20 species and had earned the “Pathfinder” birding honor from 

his church. After spending his younger years in NW Oregon and SE Washington, Kim 
moved back to Redmond in the early 1990s.

For most of his life, Kim suffered from a degenerative bone condition which kept him 
from being able to work. This did not stop him from actively volunteering at his church, 
where he held such titles as deputy director of the church club, and counselor.

Kim was an artist and attended Perry Technical Institute, where he took courses in 
graphic arts. He was a fine photographer as well as a graphic artist and his photos and 
drawings could be found on greeting cards and other stationery sold throughout Central 
Oregon. 

Kim may have had some physical limitations, but these did not limit his birding 
skills. Kim birded often and was even featured in a local news article as “The Birdman 
of Redmond.” He managed to see 299 species of birds in Deschutes County (the 299th 
was Black-capped Chickadee) just a few weeks before he died, placing him 6th all-time 
in that county.

 Important sightings attributed to Kim included Central Oregon’s only report 
of Western Gull, Jefferson County’s second record of Northern Waterthrush, Crook 
County’s only Palm Warbler report, one of the first records of Tricolored Blackbird in 
Deschutes County, Central Oregon’s only Orchard Oriole report, Deschutes County’s 4th 
record of Hooded Oriole, a rare summer report of White-winged Crossbill, and most of 
the Common Redpoll sightings in the Redmond area. 

He was instrumental in opening the Redmond Water Treatment facility to the birding 
public and was the founder and administrator of the Redmond Christmas Bird Count.

Kim passed away on May 16, 2015, in Redmond after a brief battle with brain cancer. He leaves behind many family members and an 
entire birding community that considered him one of their family.  He will be missed by us all, and birding the Redmond area will always 
conjure wonderful memories of the ever-present Kim Owen.   

Kimdel Owen
   January 12, 1958 - May 16, 2015

“Is it at your command that the eagle mounts 
up and makes his nest on high? On the rock he 
dwells and makes his home in the fastness of the 
rocky crag. There he spies out the prey; his eyes 
behold it afar off.”   Job 39:27
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Sunset on Horsefly Mountain. 
Photo by Maitreya



Muddy Creek in June

Northern Harrier

Muddy Creek in February

Muddy Creek in April

Photos by Howard Bruner

Grasshopper Sparrow

Greater Yellowlegs
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Floyd Schrock
January 7, 1947 - October 2, 2016

With the passing 
of Floyd Schrock, 
Oregon has lost 

not only one of its best 
birders, but also one of 
its nicest people.

 I first met Floyd in 
the 1970s when he and 
his family lived near 
Logsden here in Lincoln 
County. We birded 
together occasionally 
during the years they 
lived there, and he 

always impressed me with 
his powers of keen observation.

On one occasion, we were together overlooking a year-old 
clearcut. He commented that a certain stump contained an active 
woodpecker nest. When I asked him how he knew, he replied that 
the charred wood on the outside of the hole had been worn down 
by the tail feathers of the bird as it perched at the entrance hole. 
Right as he spoke, a Northern Flicker flew up and entered the nest. 

It was Floyd who tipped me off about my first Lincoln County 
Snow Geese, five birds which showed up in a pasture at Logsden 
on Christmas Day 1985. 

It was Floyd who shared with Range Bayer and me the 
excitement of finding what were the first for any of us, both Elegant 
Terns and Fork-tailed Storm Petrels inside Yaquina Bay on August 
28, 1983.

I remember his enthusiasm at seeing his first Bohemian 
Waxwings while we were on a CBC in Baker City. Another CBC 
incident which sticks in my mind occurred while we were together 
on one in Tillamook. We had been assigned to the sector around 
Idavale, east of Hwy 101, but we heard that an Emperor Goose was 
hanging out in Netarts Bay. Floyd wanted to see it, so later in the 
day we went out there. Floyd was driving. He pulled up to the 
parking lot next to the picnic tables at the south end of the bay and 
begin glassing out over the bay. After a time he said, “I don’t see 
the goose.” I replied, “Try looking down.” The goose was picking 
grass in the picnic area and had just walked out from under one of 
the tables, only about six feet from where he was sitting in the front 
seat of his car. 

It was Floyd’s eagerness which led him to discover Oregon’s 
second Eastern Yellow Wagtail, a juvenile, on the Yaquina Bay 
north jetty. He went there to look for [Oregon’s first] Blue-footed 
Booby which seemed to be spending time there when it could not 
be found at Yaquina Head. That particular trip cost him, as he 
badly injured his leg in a fall on the jetty. 

He was a man whose travels contributed to a good general 
knowledge of many things. He worked for a time as a long haul 
trucker, a job which took him to most of the states. He also was 
employed in more recent years as a student recruiter for Linfield 
College, specializing in the recruitment of foreign students. That 
job gave him the opportunity to visit a number of foreign countries, 
and to associate with young people from a great variety of cultures 
and languages. He visited China, and dabbled in learning some 
of the language. On our way to the Baker CBC we stopped for a 
meal in a Chinese restaurant in John Day. When we left, he said 

something to the waitress in Chinese. She was still staring at us 
when we were a block down the street following our departure. 

But Floyd was like that. In addition to his interest in birds and 
travel, he had an intense interest in people. That interest sprang 
in large measure from his unashamedly confessed faith in Jesus 
Christ, a faith of which he himself wrote in his last post to OBOL 
not more than a few weeks back. It was one of the hallmarks of his 
life, and it would be no fitting tribute to him to fail to mention it as 
being one of the things which impressed me most.

He was also a man committed to strong family relationships. 
He often spoke of his father, and shared stories of how his life had 
been impacted by his upbringing. He was dedicated to his wife 
Mary and their three children. The gentle spirit which made him an 
enjoyable birding companion contributed also to a peaceful home 
life. 

We were privileged to have known him during his sojourn on 
earth. 

  — Darrel Faxon

He was a storehouse of local birding knowledge, which he 
kindly shared with quiet passion. The last time I saw him was this 
spring; he was looking for Red-eyed Vireos on Grand Island with 
his wife Mary. 

Just in time to catch the Fall migration, Floyd. 
— Chris Adlam

The following is adapted from the McMinnville News-Register:

He was born in Amity, Oregon, to Manassa and Vera (Ringler) 
Schrock of Willamina, Oregon. Floyd spent his early years enjoying 
country life, learning from his father the ways of an astute observer 
of all things natural, especially birds.

His birding Life List consisted of 1,133 species identified around 
the world. Some were seen in parks and from hotel windows while 
traveling in Asia, South America and Hawaii as an International 
Student Recruiter for Linfield College over the 13 years of his 
employment there. 

He previously taught English as a Second Language at 
Chemeketa Community College for many years; other employment 
included Director of Development, English teacher, and librarian at 
his alma mater, Western Mennonite School in Salem, Oregon, and 
Administrator of Logsden Christian School in Logsden, Oregon. 

He earned a BA in English in 1969 from Eastern Mennonite 
University, Harrisonburg, Virginia, where he also met his wife, 
Mary. They married that year. 

He was drafted and chose to serve his country as a Conscientious 
Objector to war, building peaceful relationships by teaching ESL 
in Mexico. After spending two years in Mexico, he and Mary also 
lived in Salem and Logsden, with a year in Tokyo teaching ESL, 
and lived in McMinnville for the last 25 years.
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The current record holder for the ABA North American 
Big Year, Sandy Komito, never saw a Great Gray Owl 
during his 1998 Big Year. He tried eight times in several 

states – it was his nemesis bird. 
Now birders attempting a Big 
Year travel to Sax-Zim Bog in 
Minnesota in the middle of 
winter, searching the icy roads 
in dim light. And then there 
was the Hollywood movie 
of the Big Year book about 
Sandy Komito and two other 
birders. The movie makers 
mixed up a Long-eared Owl 
and Great Gray Owl search 
described in the book, and 
used a robotic Great Gray Owl 
in a winter forest scene! This is 
how difficult it is to see a Great 
Gray Owl. I lived in Alaska for 
eight years and never saw this 
species, even though it ranges 
widely in this huge state. So, 
this is how tough this bird is 
for many birders. But there is 
a way in the lower 48 states 
to see these elusive owls in 
mild spring weather close to 
population centers on the West 
Coast. 

Earlier this year I co-authored a book Great Gray Owl in 
California, Oregon and Washington, now available in many book 
stores. This book includes range maps never before seen based on 
hundreds of interviews with wildlife biologists in the three states. 
Key to observations of this “ghost” owl of the northern forest are 
nesting platforms installed by conservation-minded people and 
government agencies. In Southern Oregon, I have been monitoring 
12 Great Gray Owl nesting platforms. One platform that was 
installed in 1998 has been active now for three seasons, 2013, 2014 
and 2015. It is this platform where I installed two trail cameras in 
the spring of 2015. In 2013 and 2014, two and one owlets fledged 
successfully, which I was able to document in photographs and 
written notes. Many of these photographs can be found in our 
newly published book.

Here it was the spring of 2015 and our platform was active again. 
I had always photographed the owls at this platform from hundreds 
of feet away, using long telephoto lenses. The platform is over 50 feet 
up, and to be able see anything, the observer is forced to back away. 
This is also necessary in order to give the owls space. Therefore, this 
year I decided to use a different approach: trail cameras mounted 
on an adjacent tree, looking straight into the nest!

I selected a high-quality camera model, Kodiak by Comanche 
Outfitters, with an older Bushnell camera as a backup. Nest building 
was first discovered on March 26, an early start for the Great Gray 
Owl nesting cycle as compared with the last two seasons. The nest 
platform location is on private land under a conservation easement. 
In consultation with the land owner, we decided that a one-time 
disturbance at the nest to mount the cameras was acceptable. On 
April 10, 2015 at about 11:45 AM our tree climber Marty Main 
ascended the tree for the camera mount, and as he reached the 
height of the adjacent nest platform, the female Great Gray Owl 

left the nest and flew off into the forest. Marty told us that he could 
see two eggs. He completed installation and camera setup by 12:15 
PM. Thereafter we all left the nest area to allow the female owl to 

return to her nest. After looking 
at the images recorded by the 
trail cameras at the end of May, 
we found that the female had 
returned at 12:32 PM as seen on 
a photograph with time, date 
and temperature recorded. The 
ambient temperature at the time 
was 62 degrees F and the total 
time the eggs were exposed due 
to our camera installation was 
45 minutes. 

On May 10, 2015 I found 
the first evidence of successful 
hatching, with one owlet visible 
at times. Not being able to see 
what was recorded on the trail 
cameras, I proceeded to visit 
the area and to photograph 
the progress from the ground. 
At the end of May, when we 
took the cameras down and I 
was able to study the captured 
images, it became apparent that 
May 10 was the date when the 
camera power/memory ran 
out. On May 16, I witnessed a 

prey exchange between the male coming in with a vole and the 
female on the nest platform. This was the first time that I could 
see two owlets, one about a week older than the other. On May 
22 I observed much restlessness, with the older owlet flapping 
its wings and staring down at the ground. On the following day, 
May 23, the older owlet had fledged and was nowhere to be found. 
This was somewhat unusual, as during the previous two years, the 
owlets we observed could easily be seen climbing around a nearby 
snag about 6 feet off the ground.

On Memorial Day, I guided two visiting birders from England 
and Holland to see the owls at the nesting platform. The female 
was calmly guarding the one younger owlet that still remained 
on the platform. Then on my return visit on May 28, the younger 
owlet had also fledged and again could not be seen from below. 
That was the weekend the annual Mountain Bird Festival out of 
Ashland, Oregon took place. Birding festival scouts had located a 
natural Great Gray Owl nest across the Howard Prairie Lake and 
many festival birders got to see two owlets and the female there. 
While looking for five species of woodpeckers in an aspen grove 
near the nesting platform, festival birders also got to see the young 
owlet that had fledged earlier that week.

It was time to take the trail cameras down. I had some 20,000 
images to analyze, with many taken during nighttime. The images 
provide a database as they recorded the frequency of feedings by 
the male, time of feeding, temperature and weather conditions, 
etc. Here is a happy ending and conclusion to a birding experience 
not often available. My favorite trail camera images are from a day 
after light snow fall in April, when the female GGO had left the 
nest with eggs exposed and snow around the nest, and she had 
returned to sit on the platform edge looking toward the cameras. 
What an image!     

The Great Gray Owl — by Peter Thiemann
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From May 2015 to March 2016, the Oregon Bird Records 
Committee (OBRC) completed the following records. 
The first group of records are those for which the written 

report and/or photographs or specimens supported the stated 
identification and are accepted records. If photo(s) or specimen is 
indicated for a record it was accepted as verified. Other records 
were accepted as sight records. 

Of the 43 records reviewed by the Committee, 40 were accepted, 
and 3 were not accepted. Two species were added to the list: Great 
Crested Flycatcher and Red-flanked Bluetail. The Official Checklist 
now stands at 535 species. 

Information presented below for each species includes location 
of sighting, number of birds, sex and age if known, special 
information (such as collection and museum number) and date(s), 
initials of the observer(s) submitting written or other evidence for 
accepted records, and the OBRC record file number. The OBRC 
record file number reads as follows: the first 3 digits are the AOU 
number for the species, the second 2 are the year in which the 
record was observed, and the last numbers are the consecutive 
numbers for the records as they are filed. 

The OBRC thanks the following organizations for having made 
financial contributions in the past year to help with expenses: 
Cape Arago Audubon Society, Central Oregon Audubon Society, 
Audubon Society of Corvallis, Grant County Bird Club, Grande 
Ronde Bird Club, Kalmiopsis Audubon Society, Lane County 
Audubon Society, Audubon Society of Portland, Salem Audubon 
Society, Umpqua Valley Audubon, and Yaquina Birders and 
Naturalists. 

Accepted Records:

bewick’s Tundra swan
180.1-11-05 ... American Drive, Linn Co., 1 bird on 4 January 

2016 (photo and details by DI)

hawaiian peTrel
098.5-15-05 ... 93mi. W. of Brookings, Curry Co., 1 bird on 13 

May 2015 (photos by IlP).
098.5-15-06 ... 103mi. W. of Gold Beach, Curry Co., 1 bird on 13 

May 2015 (photos by IlP).
098.5-15-07 ... Heceta Bank, Lane Co., 1 bird on 3 June 2015 

(photos by AmG).
098.5-15-08 ... 47-49mi. W. Winchester Bay, Lane Co., 1 bird on 9 

August 2015 (photos by BrR).

cook’s peTrel
098.3-14-06 ... 70mi. W. Port Orford, Curry Co., 1 bird on 12 

July 2015 (photos by OS).

brown booby
115-15-12 ... 36mi. W. Coos County, Coos County, 1 bird on 21 

September 2015 (photo by OS).
115-15-13 ... 32mi. W Curry Co., Curry Co., 1 bird on 21 

September 2015 (photos by OS).
115-15-14 ... Newport, Lincoln Co., 1 bird on 23 October 2015 

(photos by JiA, JkW, SR, WH, BW).

mounTain plover
281-15-13 ... South Beach State Park, Lincoln Co., 1 bird on 4 

December 2015 (ID, photos by NAb, TBr, NeN, HH, ID, BA, BW, 
FS, OS, RFM).

The Records of the Oregon Bird Records Committee 2015-2016
by Harry Nehls, Secretary

hudsonian godwiT
251-15-27 ... Duckflat Road, Marion Co., 1 bird on 29 May 2015 

(photos by CHi).

liTTle sTinT
242.3-15-07 ... N. Spit Coos Bay, Coos Co., 1 bird on 18 May 

2015 (DLa, KC, photos by RuN).
242.3-15-08 ... Wickiup Reservoir, Deschutes Co., 1 bird on 1 

August 2015 (photos by DSu, TC, BrS, RuN).

red-legged kiTTiwake
041-15-11 ... South Beach State Park, Lincoln Co., 1 bird on 13 

December 2014 (details and photos by BA).

black-headed gull
055.1-15-11 ... Suttle Lake, Jefferson Co., 1 bird 14 November 

2015 (details and photos by CM).

long-billed murreleT  
023.1-03-02 ...Cape Arago, Coos Co., 1 bird on 7 September 

2003 (PLo); accepted on reconsideration.

common ground-dove
329-15-04 ... Cape Blanco, Curry Co., 1 bird on 7 June 2015 

(photos by StK).
329-15-05 ... Yachats, Lincoln Co., 1 bird on 15 October 2015 

(WH, DI, JMe, photos by WH, BrG, DI, TBr, MN, EMc, NeN, JkW, 
SR, MoS, TC).

329-15-07 ... Astoria, Clatsop Co., 1 bird on 7 November 2015 
(photos by StW, MP)

greaT cresTed flycaTcher
452-15-02 ... Thornton Creek, Lincoln Co., 1 bird on 26 October 

2015 (photos by AdH, DoR, EMc, JG, TC)

blue-headed vireo
629-15-07 ... Hq Malheur NWR, Harney Co., 1 bird on 11-13 

May 2015 (photos by JaS).

red-flanked blueTail
764.2-15-01 ... Wilsonville Road, Clackamas Co., 1 bird on 26 

December 2015 (DI, SF, photos by OS, DI, SPe, SF, TC)

whiTe wagTail
694-15-08 ... Baskett Slough NWR, Polk Co., 1 bird on 29 April 

2015 (photos BrW, DI, video TJ).

red-ThroaTed pipiT
699-15-06 ... Fern Ridge Reservoir, Lane Co., 1 bird on 11 

September 2015 (photos by JSu, JoL).
699-15-07 ... Wickiup Reservoir, Deschutes Co., 1 bird on 19 

October 2015 (CM, JMe, photos by CM, ToL).

sprague’s pipiT
700-16-06 ... Cape Blanco, Curry, 1 bird on 6 January 2016 

(photos by OS, JG); 

hooded warbler
684-15-20 ... Moore Park, Klamath Co., 1 bird on 9 May 2015 

(DvH, photo by KS).
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blackburnian warbler
662-15-15 ... HQ Malheur NWR, Harney Co., 1 bird on 16 

September 2015 (photo by CHi).

yellow-ThroaTed warbler 
663-15-09 ... Sherwood, Washington Co., 1 bird on 26 

November 2015 (ScD, photos by ScD, EMc, KhT, NeN).

prairie warbler
673-15-16 ... Summer Lake WMA, Lake Co., 1 bird on 23 

September 2015 (EQ, photo by EdS).

gray-headed dark-eyed Junco
569-15-08 ... Pueblo Mountains, Harney Co., 1 bird on 28 May 

2015 (photos by BA).
569-15-09 ... Pueblo Mountains, Harney Co., birds on 29 May 

2015 (photos by JLJ).

blue grosbeak
597-15-13 ... Beaverton, Washington Co., 1 male on 29 April 

2015 (DwP, DI, photos by DwP, JkW, NeN, JtH, DI, JaW, DaH, 
DoD).

dickcissel 
604-15-20 ... Bayocean, Tillamook Co., 1 bird on 10 November 

2015 (photos by DaV, NeN, JkW, AFr, KeC, OS, SMa, BW, JeH, 
JKn).

balTimore oriole
507-15-21 ... Central Point, Jackson Co., 1 bird on 17 May 2015 

(photo by TBa).
507-15-23 ... Pistol River, Curry Co., 1 bird on 20 August 2015 

(photos by TrH).
507-15-22 ... Melrose, Douglas Co., 1 bird on 27 May 2015 

(photos by MH).
507-15-24 ... Seaside, Clatsop Co., 1 bird on 23 December 2015 

(MP);

Not Accepted Records:

curlew sandpiper
244-15-25 ... Whalen Island, Tillamook Co., 1 bird on 4 

September 2015. Details and poor photo did not completely rule 
out similar species.

pin-Tailed snipe
230.3-14-01 ... Langlois, Curry Co., 1 bird on 25 November 

2014. Identification based primarily on the unfamiliar voice heard 
without verifying recording.

lesser black-backed 
gull

050-16-06 ... 4mi. W. 
McMinnville, Yamhill 
Co., 1 adult on 4 February 
2016. Details and rather 
poor photos did not 
eliminate California or 
other gull species.
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During the wildfire season of 2014, while working for the 
Fremont-Winema National Forest, I lived at Horsefly 
Mountain, in the southeast part of Klamath County, 

Oregon.  Table 1 lists the birds observed from May 19 to October 18, 
2014 at Horsefly Mountain. This list was compiled within a study 
area bounded by Robinson Springs, McKendree Reservoir, and 

1. Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 
2. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) 
3. Gadwall (Anas strepera) 
4. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
5. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) 
6. Sooty Grouse (Dendragapus fuliginosus) 
7. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) 
8. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) 
9. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
10. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
11. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
12. Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 
13. Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) 
14. Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
15. Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) 
16. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
17. Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 
18. Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) 
19. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) 
20. Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) 
21. Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) 
22. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) 
23. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
24. Willet (Tringa semipalmata) 
25. Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) 
26. Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) 
27. Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata)  
28. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) 
29. Flammulated Owl (Psiloscops flammeolus)  
30. Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) 
31. Northern Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium gnoma) 
32. Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor)  
33. Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) 
34. Vaux’s Swift (Chaetura vauxi) 
35. Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 
36. Calliope Hummingbird (Selasphorus calliope) 
37. Lewis’s Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) 
38. Williamson’s Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus) 
39. Red-breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus ruber) 
40. Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) 
41. White-headed Woodpecker (Picoides albolarvatus) 
42. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) 
43. Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus) 
44. Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) 
45. Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) 
46. Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 
47. Gray Flycatcher (Empidonax wrightii) 
48. Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) 
49. Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) 
50. Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassinii) 
51. Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) 
52. Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) 
53. Steller’s Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) 
54. Clark’s Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) 
55. Common Raven (Corvus corax) 
56. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) 
57. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) 
58. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) 
59. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) 
60. Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) 
61. Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) 
62. White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) 
63. Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) 

64. Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) 
65. Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) 
66. House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) 
67. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 
68. Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa) 
69. Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) 
70. Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) 
71. Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) 
72. Townsend’s Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) 
73. Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)  
74. Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) 
75. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) 
76. Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius)  
77. Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
78. Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata) 
79. Nashville Warbler (Oreothlypis ruficapilla) 
80. MacGillivray’s Warbler (Geothlypis tolmiei) 
81. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) 
82. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) 
83. Townsend’s Warbler (Setophaga townsendi) 
84. Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalis) 
85. Wilson’s Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) 
86. Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus) 
87. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) 
88. Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) 
89. Brewer’s Sparrow (Spizella breweri) 
90. Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) 
91. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) 
92. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 
93. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys)  
94. Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
95. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) 
96. Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) 
97. Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) 
98. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) 
99. Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) 
100. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) 
101. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) 
102. Cassin’s Finch (Haemorhous cassinii)
103. Purple Finch (Haemorhous purpureus) 
104. Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) 
105. Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) 

Table 1 – Species detected on Horsefly Mt. in 2014

Wilson Lake, a triangular shape of approximately 5 square miles, 
which includes the summit of Horsefly Mountain, with elevations 
from 5,200 to 6,467 feet.  The list was compiled by the author, with 
assistance from Elaine Rees, Gerald Morsello, John Sullivan, Laura 
Johnson, Craig and Marilyn Miller, Rudi Rudolph, and Carrie 
Werth-Rudolph.

Comparative Studies of the Birds of Horsefly Mountain
by Maitreya
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During the wildfire season of 1943, while working for the 
Fremont National Forest, David B. Marshall and Thomas H. 
McAllister Jr. compiled a list of 120 species of birds, based on their 
observations from various duty stations throughout the forest from 
May 31 to September 2, 1943.  See THE AUK 62 (2) 1945. 

1 Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis)
2 Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps)
3 White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos)
4 Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias)
5 Great Egret (Ardea alba)
6 Green Heron (Butorides virescens)
7 Black-crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax)
8 American Bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus)
9 Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera)
10 Redhead (Aythya americana)
11 Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis)
12 Merlin (Falco columbarius)
13 Sage Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus)
14 American Coot (Fulica americana)
15 Wlson’s Snipe (Gallinago delicata)
16 Forster’s Tern (Sterna forsteri)
17 Black Tern (Chlidonius niger)
18 Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon)
19 Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis)
20 Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides tridacylus)
21 Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus)

Because of the wide variety of habitats found within their 
study area, it is not especially surprising that Marshall and 
McAllister found 41 species of birds that were not found on 
Horsefly Mountain in 2014. Most of the species listed in Table 2 
would not be expected to be found on Horsefly Mountain, simply 
because of a lack of suitable habitat. Note that the author arbitrarily 
excluded observations of bird species from Gerber Reservoir and 
the connecting landscape, which, if they had been included in the 
Horsefly list, would have added many of these species.  

Perhaps the most interesting question raised by the species in 
table 2 is that no Red-naped Sapsucker was detected on Horsefly 
Mountain in 2014, while Red-breasted Sapsucker was a breeding 
bird there, occasionally seen on feeding stations that they had 
drilled in a wide variety of plants, including Quaking Aspen, Bitter 
Cherry, and Mountain Mahogany. 

Of greater interest is the fact that we found 23 species of birds 
on Horsefly Mountain in 2014 that were not detected by Marshall 
and McAllister anywhere on the Fremont National Forest in 1943.  

Table 2 – Species detected on the Fremont National Forest by Marshall & McAllister in 1943
that were not detected on Horsefly Mtn. in 2014

22 Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis)
23 Say’s Phoebe (Sayornis saya)
24 Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax trailii)
25 Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)
26 Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia)
27 Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris)
28 Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus)
29 Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus)
30 American Pipit (Anthus rubescens)
31 Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus)
32 Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens)
33 Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas)
34 Y-H Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus)
35 Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta)
36 Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii)
37 Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus)
38 Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis)
39 Sagebrush Sparrow (Artemisiaspiza nevadensis)
40 Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii)
41 House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)

1 Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)
2 Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola)
3 Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)
4 Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)
5 Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)
6 Band-tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata)
7 Flammulated Owl (Psiloscops flammeolus)
8 Northern Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium gnoma)
9 Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris)
10 Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus)
11 Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri)
12 Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana)

13 Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius)
14 Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)
15 Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum)
16 Nashville Warbler (Oreothlypis ruficapilla)
17 Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalus)
18 Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus)
19 Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus)
20 Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla)
21 Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus  ater)
22 Purple Finch (Haemorhous purpureus)
23 Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria)

These species are listed in Table 3 and lead to many interesting 
questions.  

Of particular interest is the Northern Goshawk.  Several decades 
of research on Northern Goshawk in western North America have 
shown that breeding success for the species is dependent on large 
tracts of vibrant conifer/mixed forest habitat.  Intuitively, we 
would think that from the perspective on a Northern Goshawk 
pair, the Fremont-Winema NF was more suitable for breeding 
success in 1943 than in 2014 and that the species would easily have 
been detected by Marshall and McAllister.  Certainly many billions 
of board feet of timber were harvested during the intervening 
decades, with the unavoidable consequences of habitat disruption 
associated with logging.  One possible hypothesis regarding why 
the species was not detected in 1943 relates not to the amount of 
logging that has transpired (with its associated habitat loss), but 
rather to the amount of actual logging activity that was ongoing 
during breeding season (with its inherent level of pollution and 
mechanical, physical, and auditory disruption of the landscape).  

Table 3 -  Species detected on Horsefly Mt. in 2014 that were not detected in 1943

Oregon Birds Volume 42 (2) - 2016                                 67

Their list was compiled within a vast study of more than 1,000 
square miles, an area bounded in the north by Silver Lake and 
Hagar Mountain, and in the south by Bly and Dog Lake. Table 2 
lists 41 species of birds observed by Marshall and McAllister that 
were not detected on Horsefly Mountain in 2014. 



1. Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) 
2. Flammulated Owl (Psiloscops flammeolus)  
3. White-headed Woodpecker (Picoides albolarvatus) 
4. Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 
5. Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) 
6. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 
7. Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) 
8. Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) 
9. Nashville Warbler (Oreothlypis ruficapilla) 
10. MacGillivray’s Warbler (Geothlypis tolmiei) 
11. Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalis) 
12. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) 

1. Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)   
2. Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 
3. Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) 
4. Lewis’s Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) 
5. Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata)  
6. Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) 
7. Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)  
8. Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius)  
9. Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
10. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) 
11. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys)  
12. Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 

Breeding Season Fall Migration

Next, we compare our research from Horsefly Mountain with 
the results from the Breeding Bird Survey Route 69139, which was 
run from 1991-2007.  This route runs generally on and around 
Fishhole Mountain, ending at Lapham Reservoir on the Aspen 
Ridge Resort.  Fishhole Mountain is readily visible from Horsefly 
Mountain, with a similar diversity of habitats. Nevertheless, the 
2014 Horsefly list contains 29 species that were never detected on 
BBS route 69319.  These species are listed in Table 5.

Table 5 – Species not detected on BBS route 69319 that were detected at Horsefly Mt. in 2014

16. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) 
17. Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) 
18. Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) 
19. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 
20. Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) 
21. Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) 
22. Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus)  
23. Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
24. Townsend’s Warbler (Setophaga townsendi) 
25. Wilson’s Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) 
26. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) 
27. Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla)  
28. Purple Finch (Haemorhous purpureus) 
29. Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria)

During the wildfire season of 2014, I discovered that Horsefly 
Mountain is a place of great ecologic diversity.  With a single-
season list of 105 species of birds, it significantly outranks the 
other fire lookout locations where I have conducted bird research.  
For example, during my eight years on Carpenter Mountain, the 
largest single-season list was 56 species of birds.  In comparing our 

 1. Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)   
2. Sooty Grouse (Dendragapus fuliginosus) 
3. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
4. Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) 
5. Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
6. Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) 
7. Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) 
8. Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) 
9. Willet (Tringa semipalmata) 
10. Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata)  
11. Flammulated Owl (Psiloscops flammeolus)  
12. Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) 
13. Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) 
14. Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 
15. Calliope Hummingbird (Selasphorus calliope) 

Table 4 – Species not detected during Breeding Bird Atlas work that were detected on Horsefly Mt. in 2014 (left column: breeding 
season; right column: fall migration)

Some of the discrepancies can be explained simply by the 
methodology of running a BBS survey route, with observations 
limited to three-minute-long point stops at half-mile intervals. 
However, it is difficult to explain why Sooty Grouse, Golden Eagle, 
Common Poorwill, and Brown Creeper were never detected on 
this route.  Sooty Grouse and Common Poorwill were abundant 
breeding birds on Horsefly Mountain in 2014.

research from the summer of 2014 with previous scientific studies 
on the Fremont-Winema National Forest, it was most interesting 
to note the discrepancies, some of which are glaring and difficult 
to account for.  Perhaps the moral of the story is that there is no 
substitute for a researcher settling into the natural rhythms of a 
landscape for an extended period of time. 
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In another comparison with prior ornithological research, it was 
especially surprising that we found 24 species of birds that were 
not detected by the researchers for the Oregon Breeding Bird atlas 
from 1995-1999.  Horsefly Mountain lies within hexagon 26323. The 
24 species, listed in Table 4, are equally divided between breeding 
season birds: Swainson’s Hawk – Fox Sparrow and fall migrants: 
Greater White-fronted Goose – Golden-crowned Sparrow. Of 
particular note is that Fox Sparrow, MacGillivray’s Warbler, Hermit 
Thrush, and Gray Jay were common breeding species during the 
summer of 2014 on Horsefly Mountain.

In 2014, Fox Sparrows were abundant breeding birds on 
Horsefly Mountain, found in all suitable habitat, wherever the 
Ponderosa/White Fir Forest was broken by natural occurring or 
anthropogenic clearings filled with Manzanita and/or Ceanothus.  
The fact that Fox Sparrow was not detected in hexagon 26323 
during the Breeding Bird Atlas project is difficult to explain.  It 
does not appear to be the case that breeding Fox Sparrows are 
a new development on the Fremont-Winema National Forest.  
Marshall and McAllister found them throughout the forest in 
1943.



By now, the Eurasian Collared-Dove has fallen into the 
same category as the European Starling for many Oregon 
birders. After a very brief look to identify the species, they 

quickly move on to more interesting birds. This is accompanied, 
for some, with a feeling somewhere 
between mild annoyance and 
outright disgust. However, I believe 
this species deserves a closer look, 
both to understand how it colonized 
North America, and because it is 
now a permanent and abundant 
member of Oregon’s avifauna. 

Since its establishment on 
the mainland of North America 
in the late 1970s, the Eurasian 
Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) 
has experienced a rate of such 
explosive and unchecked growth 
in North America as to be possibly 
unmatched by any other terrestrial 
vertebrate invader (Hengeveld 
1993). Importantly, this being 
a recent invasion, we have a 
detailed documentation of its 
spread, as well as a similar 
expansion in Europe in the 20th 
century for comparison. Life history, population biology, and 
genetic studies of contemporary invaders may provide insights 
into understanding how non-natives become invasive as well as 
assist the work of predicting which species can become invaders. 

The Eurasian Collared-Dove is a member of the family 
Columbidae (doves and pigeons), a widespread and successful 
group of about 300 species worldwide (Kaufman 1996). S. decaocto 
is native to India, Sri Lanka and Myanmar. Populations were 
established in Turkey and the Balkans as early as the 16th century 
from natural dispersal, human introduction, or a combination of 
both (Gibbs 2001). Sometime during the 1930s, after centuries as a 
sedentary population, the Eurasian Collared-Dove began spreading 
very quickly in a primarily northwesterly direction across Europe, 
reaching Great Britain by 1955, and colonizing to the edges of 
western Europe by the late 1970s (Romagosa 2000). Great Britain 
provides a good example of the species’ ability to spread quickly. As 
of 1952, it was not listed on any checklist for Great Britain, but after 
just 10 years it had not only colonized the entire country, but also 
outnumbered the established and common European Turtle-Dove 
(Streptopelia turtur) (Hudson 1972). S. decaocto has demonstrated its 
incredible colonizing ability in North America, and there is even 
evidence that the species has spread across North America at a 
faster rate than across Europe. In Europe, the colonizing rate was 
calculated at 45 km per year (Hengeveld 1988). In a study detailing 
colonization of Florida and Arkansas, dispersion occurred at a rate 
of 100 km/year (Fielder 2012). 

The arrival of S. decaocto in North America has been traced to a 
pet breeder in Nassau, Bahamas, who, in 1974, bought a common 
species of the pet trade, the Ringed Turtle-Dove, from a source in 
the Netherlands (Romagosa 2002). However, in what was likely 
an accident, the very similar-looking Eurasian Collared-Dove was 
imported instead and approximately 50 birds were released into 
the wild after vandals broke into a pet store (Smith 1987). The 
docile Ringed Turtle-Dove, which is a domesticated form of the 
African Collared-Dove (Streptopelia roseogrisea), is dependent on 

humans, and the only known feral populations are likely persisting 
merely because they are fed by humans (Romagosa 2002). Despite 
the remarkable similarity in plumage characteristics to the Ringed 
Turtle-Dove, the Eurasian Collared-Dove has proven to be a 
completely different animal.

  After spreading to several 
Caribbean islands, Streptopelia doves 
were noted in southern Florida in 
the late 1970s; however, they did not 
attract attention because sightings 
were presumed to be the Ringed 
Turtle-Dove (Smith 1987). The first 
documented case of S. decaocto was 
in 1986, although it is very likely 
that the first colonizers dispersed 
from the Bahamas to Florida in 
the late 1970s (Smith 1987). During 
the 1980s, the species spread from 
Florida along both the Gulf and 
Atlantic Coasts, but expanded 
primarily to the west (Fujisaki 
2010). The lack of understanding 
until the mid-1980s among birders 
and regulatory agencies that this 
species was expanding across 
mainland North America, coupled 

with the species’ incredible rate of expansion, set the stage for the 
almost complete lack of management or any attempts to control it. 
In other words, by the time anyone who cared realized what was 
happening, it was too late. 

The species has continued its westward and northward 
expansion ever since, and it is now abundant throughout much of 
the United States, from Georgia westward to California, south to 
central Mexico and north to Saskatchewan and Alaska. Curiously, 
the species has been less successful colonizing the Atlantic Coast (it 
is still uncommon to rare from Virginia north to the New England 
states; Ornithology 2014) than the Gulf Coast; the reasons for this 
lack of success remain a mystery (Fujisaki 2010). The species has 
stopped colonizing only where environmental conditions were 
too harsh or the habitat unsuitable. Unlike many other tropical 
species, S. decaocto can withstand very cold temperatures, with 
many documented cases of birds overwintering in extremely cold 
climates. As two examples, several birds were noted during the 
2015 Christmas Bird Count near Fairbanks, Alaska, and it has been 
resident above the Arctic Circle at Tromso, Norway, for decades 
(Cudmore, 2015). 

S. decaocto has spread across both Europe and North America 
through a process called jump dispersal (Romagosa C. L. 2000; 
Hudson 1972). With jump dispersal, individuals or groups form 
satellite populations some distance apart, and the population 
eventually backfills the area that has been skipped. This means 
that the spread of the population is not density-dependent (Pielou 
1979). Importantly, geographic barriers or areas of unsuitable 
habitat can be surmounted fairly easily, and new niche space can 
be exploited. Another aspect of jump dispersal is that a species, 
once established, provides a source of fresh individuals to satellite 
populations that may have failed initially (Pielou 1979). 

Most members of the Columbidae are strong fliers, with the 
ability to disperse over hundreds of kilometers and establish 
satellite populations (Fisher 1953). Biogeographic proof of this can 
be found in the fact that pigeons and doves are well-represented 
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on remote oceanic islands and occur on all continents except 
Antarctica (Quammen 1996). S. decaocto follows this general family 
trait, and studies in Europe of banded birds have shown that a 
dispersal ability up to 100 km [62 miles] is common, while some 
individuals dispersed as far as 400 km [248 miles] (Hengeveld, 
1993). This dispersal tendency, combined with the pattern of jump 
dispersal, gives S. decaocto a distinct advantage towards colonizing 
new areas. 

In addition, there may have been a favorable genetic change 
that gave S. decaocto an advantage in spreading across Europe and 
North America. Colonization by a non-native species often involves 
a population bottleneck that occurs when the species has such a 
tentative foothold that it may just as easily fail as succeed. The 
genetic fitness of the colonizing population, or its ability to adapt and 
pass on favorable genes, 
may play an important 
role in overcoming this 
bottleneck (Allendorf 
2003). Most often, a 
colonizing population 
will be less genetically 
diverse than the general 
population and contain 
only a subset of the 
genes of the overall 
population (Mayr 1969). 
This genetic subset of 
the local population 
could be limiting, 
causing the invasive 
species to not become 
established. On the other 
hand, the particular 
genetic signature of the 
founding population 
could also give it an 
advantage. In respect 
to a species establishing 
and thriving in a new 
location, the number of 
higher-fitness individuals 
has a more important impact 
than the absolute size of the invading population (Lockwood, 
2013). One popular explanation for the fact that the population of 
S. decaocto that had been sedentary for centuries in Turkey and the 
Balkans suddenly colonized all of Western Europe in approximately 
40 years is a favorable genetic mutation in the peripheral population 
(Mayr 1950). In North America, the founding population came 
from this European source population, and presumably had the 
same genetic signature. Furthermore, lending additional proof to 
a favorable genetic change in the population that has colonized 
North America, there has been a local population of S. decaocto 
(most likely escaped caged birds) present in the Los Angeles area 
since the 1920s, which has not played a role in the current expansion 
(Marshall 2006). 

Given the tendency of the species to colonize areas near human 
habitation, to initially expand along coastlines, and the extensive 
bird-watching coverage near the population centers on the 
Oregon Coast, one would expect a slow wave of sightings from 
south to north as the species first colonized Oregon. Instead, the 
colonization of Oregon highlights the pattern of jump dispersal, 
with individuals appearing in seemingly random locations. The 
first four records of S. decaocto for Oregon are in 1998 (one accepted 
record), 1999 (two accepted records) and 2000 (one accepted 
record), from Multnomah, Clatsop, Harney and Clackamas 

counties, respectively (H. Nehls, personal communication). 
Sightings in Oregon started picking up in 2002, albeit slowly, until 
2006 when a dramatic increase in sightings likely represented the 
establishment of successful breeding colonies outside of Oregon 
that could provide an unlimited source of fresh individuals into 
the state. Between 1999-2005, there are fewer than 10 records total 
noted from eBird checklists. Then, in 2006 alone there are more 
than 20 checklists that include the species. Importantly, as with 
the first OBRC-accepted records, these first 10 eBird sightings are 
all from disparate counties (eBird 2014) Thus, the record does not 
show a slow wave of sightings from south to north nor from east 
to west; instead, there is a checkerboard pattern in Oregon across 
time and space. 

As S. decaocto is originally a tropical species, and occurs at 
its highest density in 
warmer climates, global 
warming has likely 
aided in its spread by 
providing a longer 
breeding season (Veech 
2011). A population 
density map capturing 
eBird data up to 2005 
shows a higher density 
in the southern states 
and a more scattered 
distribution in the states 
north of Colorado and 
California (eBird 2014). 
Of course, eBird data 
after 2005 clearly shows 
those gaps being filled 
in as the established 
population backfilled 
areas that had been 
jumped over. In addition, 
many invasive species 
benefit and experience 
a competitive advantage 
from disturbance in 

the landscape (Shigesada 
1997). Disturbance is the one 

common characteristic of the human-altered landscape, so any 
species that can exploit human colonization is at a great advantage. 
Studies in both Europe (Hengeveld 1988) and North America 
(Fujisaki 2010) have shown that the spread of S. decaocto follows 
human-altered landscapes. The Eurasian Collared-Dove prefers 
fragmented habitats in both suburban and rural areas colonized 
by humans. 

Distribution in Oregon is congruent with this pattern, and, in 
addition, highlights that the species colonizes developed areas 
initially, and then expands into the surrounding rural landscape, 
while continuing to avoid highly urban landscapes and large 
contiguous expanses of forest, desert or agricultural land (Bonter 
2010; Veech 2011). Several accounts by observers in Oregon 
document this post-establishment phase. One wildlife biologist 
states, “The major trend I have noticed is that at first, they were more 
concentrated in more urban areas. As the population increased, 
they moved out to farms in the rural portions of the county. They 
still are not often seen in ‘purely’ natural habitats. We see them 
on the wildlife area but generally only around headquarters and 
neighboring homes and ranches.” (M. Cathy Nowak, personal 
comm). 

Many concerned North American birders are wondering if 
S. decaocto is displacing or out-competing our native species. S. 
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decaocto eats a variety of cultivated grains, grass and weed seeds, 
as well as fruits, berries and human-created foods such as bread 
(Coombs 1981). The increase of backyard bird feeders over the last 
several decades also provides a significant additional food source 
(Gibbs 2001). Of course, S. decaocto, arriving so late on the scene 
in North America, did not arrive into a vacuum, and certainly the 
food resources associated with the human-altered landscape were 
already being exploited by other organisms. Observations from 
the European population (Hudson 1972) as well as the American 
(Romagosa 2002) point to very few competitive interactions with 
other birds. S. decaocto, then, must have found a niche that was 
under-exploited. S. decaocto eats medium to large-sized seeds and, 
like all doves, does not husk seeds before swallowing. This may 
point to a food source (larger seeds with husks) that many native 
birds avoid and is abundant enough to minimize competition 
with other doves (Gibbs 2001). One study in Florida found that 
site-level abundance of four other dove species increased with the 
increase in the population of S. decaocto, even though the opposite 
was expected (Bonter 2010). It is very likely that S. decaocto would 
compete with native species if food sources were limited. However, 
based on their broad dietary range and the abundance of waste 
grain available, this is not currently an issue. The widespread 
Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura), the most ecologically similar 
relative of the Eurasian Collared-Dove, has a high degree of dietary 
overlap with it. However, recent studies indicate that neither 
aggression nor competitive ability varies between the species, 
and that the Mourning Dove often selects smaller seeds, which 
minimizes competition (Hayslette 2006). Only slight declines have 
been noted in Z. macroura populations across North America in the 
last few decades, and this does not appear to be coincident with the 
spread of S. decaocto (Marshall 2006). It is important to note that no 
studies of competitive interactions between native and non-native 
doves in Oregon have been conducted, and long-term impact on 
native species is largely unknown. 

There are several important aspects of the Eurasian Collared-
Dove’s phenotype that explain its success and have already been 
mentioned: emigration that is not density-dependent, dispersal 
ability, ease of exploiting the human-altered landscape, broad diet, 
and no obvious competition with native species. One additional 
favorable trait, and perhaps most important to the species’ spread, 
is a high reproductive rate. S. decaocto commonly raises 4-6 broods 
in one year, and successful nesting has been documented in every 
month except January (Hudson 1972; Gibbs 2001). The fact that 
young birds become viable breeders within two years and are 
relatively quick to fledge is another aspect of their high reproductive 
rate (Romagosa 2000; Fisher 1953). S. decaocto, like all members 
of the Columbidae, lays only 1-2 eggs per nesting. Although it 
seems paradoxical, this low egg-laying rate may actually aid in the 
explosive growth of the species, since theoretically fewer chicks 
require less resources to raise and receive more attention from 
the parents. This may allow for a higher rate of success in chicks 
surviving to reproductive age (Fujisaki 2010). Another aspect of their 
reproductive success is the ability of members of the Columbidae 
to produce what is called pigeon ‘milk’, a whitish substance that is 
regurgitated for chicks to consume. This allows adults to provide a 
high-protein diet to their chicks without expending energy seeking 
out high-protein food sources (Kaufman 1996). 

The annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC) provides a 
glimpse into the current population of S. decaocto in North America 
and Oregon. Due to changing numbers of observers who participate 
each year in the CBC, the number of birds per party hour (the ratio 
of the total number of birds recorded of a species over the total 
party hours in field) is used in conjunction with overall population 
numbers. For Oregon, after infrequent sightings between 1998 and 
2003, most counties had multiple sightings in 2004, and by 2006 

it was clear that the population had gained a foothold. Data for 
Oregon in 2006 show 23 individuals recorded at 0.0083 Number/
Party Hour. In 2014, 5507 individuals were recorded at 1.7525 
Number/Party Hour. The trend in Oregon shows a steady and 
rapid increase from 2006 to 2013, then a slowing of population 
growth and the first lower count, compared to each previous year, 
in 2014. Data for North America as a whole, when graphed, show 
a sharp and steady rise followed by a slowing trend from 2013 
onward (Audubon.org 2014) This data indicates that the expansion 
of S. decaocto is beginning to slow down, but this by no means 
should be seen as an ending point. For example, in Texas, where 
dove hunting is important and the state does its own dove breeding 
survey each year, the 2014 numbers show an increase of 4.7 percent 
for Mourning Doves, 4.9 percent for White-winged Doves and 17.3 
percent for Eurasian Collared-Doves (Steele 2014). 

Luckily, at least to date, the two major threats that invasive 
species pose to native species, competition for resources and 
transmission of diseases, do not appear to be a major issue with 
S. decaocto in North America (Romagosa 2000). Of course, for 
populations of S. decaocto further study is warranted, since its 
expansion into North America occurred so recently. Importantly, 
observers in Oregon should continue to report this species, so that 
further changes in its population can be tracked as well as possible 
increases in competition or hybridization with native doves. 
I fear what was noted in the field notes for the Yaquina Birders 
and Naturalists may soon be true for all of Oregon: “March 2010: 
Collared-doves have become so common in the past year that they 
may now not always be reported” (Bayer 2010). Future changes 
and trends of this species in Oregon, however, will depend on 
citizen-reported data. Indeed, for this article, the only Oregon data 
I could find on this bird came from citizen-reported data. 
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Marsh Wren, gathering nesting material at Jackson-Frazier 

Wetland, Benton County, April 2, 2015. Photo by Matt Lee 

 

A few photographic highlights from 2016. More photos and complete 

field notes will be in the Spring 2017 issue of our magazine. 

Black-and-white Warbler by John Powell, 9/9/16, Mt. Tabor Park,  

Portland, Multnomah Co.  

 Gray Partridge by Chuck Gates, 1/20/16, Enterprise area, Wallowa Co.  

 White Wagtail by Owen Schmidt, 4/25/16, Hatfield Lake, Deschutes Co. 
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