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BREEDING STATUS OF GRAY-HEADED JUNCOS 

IN THE PUEBLO MOUNTAINS OF 

SOUTHEASTERN OREGON

! On June 14th in 2012, 2013, and 2014, we explored 
the Ten Cent Meadows area in the Pueblo Mountains, 
Harney County. The initial visit, an incidental stop 
while hiking, resulted in the discovery of a Gray-
headed Junco pair. Breeding activity was confirmed the 
following year, as was the presence of the more 
expected “Oregon” subspecies of Dark-eyed Junco and 
apparent junco intergrades. In this article we discuss 
the breeding status of Gray-headed Juncos in the 
Pueblo Mountains, the status of Gray-headed x Oregon 
Junco interbreeding, and additional June birdlife of the 
Pueblo Mountain Range. 
! One of six Dark-eyed Junco subspecies groups, the 
Gray-headed Junco occurs in the Great Basin and 
southern Rocky Mountains. It is the only breeding 
junco in much of its range. Gray-headed Juncos are not 
known to regularly occur in Oregon, with the Oregon 
Bird Records Committee having accepted a mere three 
records through 2011: one from November 1990 in 
Sutherlin, Douglas County; five pairs and a fledgling 
June 22nd, 1999 in an aspen stand in the Oregon Canyon 
Mountains of Malheur County; and one July 17th, 2000 
at Trout Creek, Harney County. 
! Follow-up visits to the Oregon Canyon site were 
never made, and similar breeding populations are 
possible given the relative inaccessibility of this habitat.

The Pueblo Mountains

! The Pueblo Mountains climb from 4200’ Pueblo 
Valley to an 8600’ north-south ridge. Pueblo Peak, 
offset to the east of the crest, creates a saddle between it 

and the ridge. Drained to the northeast by Cottonwood 
Creek and southeast by Van Horn Creek, this saddle 
characterized by meadows, aspen stands, and groves of 
curlleaf mountain-mahogany (Cercocarpus ledifolius) is 
known as Ten Cent Meadows. Aside from shrub-
choked creeks draining eastward, the remainder of the 
range is predominated by overgrazed sagebrush. 
! Arizona Creek, the first creek drainage north of 
Pueblo Mountain, allows the easiest access to Ten Cent 
Meadows. Thus, our trips started at its base, 9.3 miles 
south of Fields. Climbing from Hwy 205 into the east 
side of the range – where a rutted dirt road adjacent to 
the creek allows vehicle access – the arid hillsides 
abound with Black-throated Sparrows and Sage 
Thrashers. Creekside riparian vegetation hosts Yellow 
Warblers, Spotted Towhees, and Lazuli Buntings. 
Climbing higher, Chukars, Rock Wrens, and Green-
tailed Towhees become common. As Arizona Creek 
levels into sagebrush slopes below Ten Cent Meadows, 
Vesper Sparrows and Brewer’s Sparrows become the 
most numerous species. 
! In Ten Cent Meadows, widespread mountain-
mahogany groves at elevations between 6500’ and 
7000’ provide habitat for breeding Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers, Black-throated Gray and Yellow 
Warblers, Gray Flycatchers, and Long-eared Owls. 
House Wrens, Dusky Flycatchers, Fox Sparrows, White-
crowned Sparrows, and Western Tanagers are common 
in the scattered aspen stands, while Mountain 
Bluebirds and Cassin’s Finches move between aspens 
and mahogany. 

See inside back cover for junco 
photos accompanying this article.

Adrian Hinkle
Christopher Hinkle
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Juncos in the Pueblos

! Junco observations were made on three mid-June 
visits to Ten Cent Meadows. Oregon Juncos--which 
breed to the north on Steens Mountain and in the 
juniper-covered hillsides above Frenchglen--were 
found in scattered aspen stands and adjacent 
mountain-mahogany groves in 2013 and 2014. Gray-
headed Juncos were observed locally in mountain-
mahogany on all three visits. 

! Mountain-mahogany groves in southeast Oregon 
have been extensively searched for Virginia’s Warblers, 
but Gray-headed Juncos have never been reported. 
These mahogany groves are easy to walk through, with 
little ground cover to obstruct observations, so the 
presence of Gray-headed Juncos in the Pueblo 
Mountains’ mahogany comes as a surprise. 
! The mahogany groves are mature, with heights of 
roughly 15’  and no evidence of cattle grazing. Beneath 
the mahogany are grasses or bare ground; nearby open 
areas have low sagebrush. The mahogany is found on 
gentle to moderate slopes, growing near rocky outcrops 
in places. Aspen groves, found along creeks draining 
the Pueblos and the west side of Pueblo Mountain, 
grow in close proximity to the mahogany stands, 
reaching 30+ feet in height in groves of three to eight 
acres. 

2012

! On 14 June 2012, a  pair of Gray-headed Juncos was 
observed at 6800’ in a thick stand of mahogany. The 
juncos approached in response to pishing, staying 
within the mahogany foliage before flying away 
through the shadows. A brief search in nearby 
mahogany and aspens did not turn up additional 
juncos. OBRC has accepted this record.

2013

! Exactly one year later, we returned to Ten Cent 
Meadows. A patchwork of mahogany groves between 
6500´and 7000  ́ amounting to roughly 35 acres was 
surveyed for an hour and forty-five minutes. We 

covered the groves by pishing and walking through the 
shaded stands until most birds present had been seen 
and heard. In places, the groves were viewed from 
rocky outcrops. 
! In the first mahogany grove at 6800’ elevation, 
pictured above, three Gray-headed Juncos pished up in 
a flock with a Black-throated Gray Warbler, a pair of 
Bushtits, and Brewer's Sparrows.  About a quarter mile 
uphill, two more Gray-headed Juncos were observed. 
OBRC has accepted this record. Between here and two 
other spots, eight juncos of unknown subspecies were 
either heard singing or glimpsed moving through the 
mahogany. 
! We were surprised to find two similar-looking 
individuals with field marks intermediate between 
Gray-headed and Oregon Juncos. Characteristics 
favoring Gray-headed included dark lores contrasting 
with a paler gray hood, a red-brown back, and an 
overall muted gray coloration. However, the back 
coloring was less rich than in Gray-headed Junco. The 
intermediate birds were also smaller than Gray-headed, 
had a pale pinkish wash on the flanks, and more brown 
edging on the wing feathers than expected on Gray-
headed Junco. The described individuals resembled 
Pink-sided Juncos (Figure 2, inside back cover). 
! The first “intermediate bird” was observed moving 
back and forth between a stand of aspens and a nearby 
grove of mahogany, probably carrying food for young. 
The location, was just above where the five pure Gray-
headed Juncos were observed. At one time the 
intermediate individual was in the same tree as a pure 
Gray-headed Junco, though no interaction was 
observed. At 7000’ in a denser mahogany stand, a 

Mountain mahogany stand in the Pueblo range.  Photo by 
Adrian Hinkle.

Map by John Notis
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second intermediate bird was seen paired with a pure 
Gray-headed Junco (photos obtained, Figure 1, inside 
back cover). Both birds carried caterpillars in their 
beaks and fed young, which were heard begging from 

the base of a young mahogany but could not be seen. 
! McCarthy (2006) notes that intergrade Gray-
headed x Oregon Juncos are known both from the wild 
and captivity. However, while Oregon and Gray-
headed Junco breeding ranges overlap in N. Utah, N. 
and S. Nevada, and E. California, additional sources 
discussing their hybridization are lacking. Separating 
this intergrade from Pink-sided Junco may pose a 
significant identification challenge where ranges 
overlap. 

2014

! Once again on the date of June 14th, we returned to 
expand upon observations made in 2013. At least one 
Oregon Junco was observed in a stand of aspen on the 
hike in. Interestingly, careful searches in this same 
aspen stand in previous years did not produce any 
juncos. Four juncos seen flitting through a patch of 
mahogany along a rocky ridge in the lower mahogany 
stands went unidentified. ! Finally in a dense stand of 
mahogany at 7000’ during mid-afternoon we found a 
pair  of juncos. One was a pure Gray-headed Junco 
(submitted to OBRC) and one appeared to be an 
intergrade (see Figure 2, inside back cover). As this was 
within 10 meters of where a  similar pair was seen in 
2013, it is likely that it was the same pair. This pair fed a 
streaky young juvenile junco.
 ! On the hike down at around 6800’, one Gray-
headed Junco and two Oregon Juncos were pished out 
of a  more open mahogany grove on a rocky slope. This 
same area had five Gray-headed Juncos and several 
poorly seen juncos of unknown parentage in 2013. 

Conclusions

The only confirmed breeding of juncos in the Pueblos 
involves presumably the same pair of juncos feeding 
young on two consecutive years. We identified the pair 
as a Gray-headed Junco and a Gray-headed x Oregon 
Junco intergrade. Despite three visits to the area, no 
breeding between pure pairs of either Gray-headed or 
Oregon Juncos was confirmed. While only Oregon 
Juncos were observed in aspens, no single subspecies 
predominated in mahogany. Future visits to the area 
are needed to determine the long-term status of juncos 
in the region. 
! Given the scarcity of Gray-headed Juncos in the 
Pueblos and the limited suitable habitat, it is possible 
that interbreeding there is solely due to a limited pool 
of individuals. In areas where both subspecies are more 
common, Oregon and Gray-headed Juncos may be less 
likely to interbreed. Nevertheless, we hope that 
observers in areas of Gray-headed and Oregon Junco 
breeding range overlap will be alert for evidence of 
hybridization. 
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 Several commonly used field guides 
show a wide variation in ranges for Sooty 
and Ruffed Grouse in south-central 
Oregon.  This note will compare a few 
field guide range maps for Ruffed and 
Sooty Grouse in Klamath and Lake Cos., 
include information gained during recent 
discussions, and attempt to give a more 
detailed idea of where those grouse would 
likely be found in those counties. 
 The Sibley Guide to Birds  (2000) 
range map for Ruffed Grouse appears to 
shows a range that is restricted to the 
coast,  eastward to the Cascades,  and NE 
parts of Oregon,  and therefore does not 
show presence east of the Cascades in 
Klamath County,  and no presence for Lake 
County. For Blue Grouse (prior to the 
split),  the map shows presence in Klamath 
County, from the Cascades eastward to 
Winter Rim in Lake County,  but does not 
appear to include the Oregon portion of 
the Warner Mountains.  
 National Geographic (Sixth Edition) 
depicts the Sooty Grouse range for 
Klamath and Lake Cos.  very similarly to 
The Sibley Guide to Birds.  National 
Geographic shows greater eastward 
presence of Ruffed Grouse in Klamath 
County, and possibly to the Winter Rim area 
of Lake County, but does not appear to include the Warner 
Mountains. 
 Still another guide, Birds of Oregon (Burrows and 
Gilligan, 2003) shows Ruffed Grouse from the coast to 
just the eastside of the Cascades, and no presence 
eastward through Klamath or Lake County. The guide’s 
map for Blue Grouse (prior to the split) shows a similar 
range as the Ruffed Grouse in the guide, but includes the 
Warner Mountains. 
 Birds of Oregon,  a General Reference (Marshall et.  
al.  2003), while not a field guide,  shows maps using state 
bird atlas information.  Blue Grouse (now Sooty after the 
split) is shown to have presence throughout most of 
Klamath County, eastward to southwest of Silver Lake in 
Lake Co. 
 Grinnell and Miller (1944) show Sooty Grouse, but 
not Ruffed Grouse,  present in the California portion of the 
Warner range.
 Grouse seem to be a family of species whose 
presence may be lacking accurate maps, especially in less 
traveled parts of Oregon.  Grouse are quite cryptic, live in 
denser vegetative cover, are generally quiet,   and are very 
intermittently detectible during the spring; mostly in very 
early times of the day. With those limits on detection, and 
with fewer people in some areas, their detection may not 
even occur. Based on the difficulty of detection, it may 
take a generation of input to gain greater knowledge of 
grouse presence,  and other sources of observers might be 
useful. Since grouse are a game species, hunters could 
also provide useful input.  In some areas, ODFW may 
collect grouse wings from hunters,  which would help 
establish ranges. 

Ruffed Grouse

 Ruffed Grouse is a somewhat common species in 
Klamath County,  especially in the deciduous areas around 
Upper Klamath Lake. The habitat where they are found 
includes a deciduous understory, and often is associated 
with aspen.  Further east, that habitat is found in Lake 
County, but is not as extensive,  and often is along riparian 
corridors or spring areas. 
 A group of six Ruffed Grouse were recently observed 
3 mi. north of California, near Big Valley, in the Warner 
Mountains (Neil Holcomb,  PC).   Ruffed Grouse has been 
heard multiple times along Silver Creek near Silver Creek 
Marsh Campground (north of Thompson Reservoir),  and 
one was seen at Chandler State Park, north of Valley Falls 
on Highway 395 (Craig Miller, PC). 

Range and Habitat of Forest Grouse 
in South-central Oregon

Kevin Spencer

Sooty Grouse.  Photo by Neil Holcomb.

Map by John Notis
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 A Ruffed Grouse was collected a number of years 
ago below the top of Winter Ridge, between the 29 road 
and Harvey Flat,  probably due E. of Snow Cabin, and in 
the mid-1990’s usually in early November, they were 
encountered several times on top of Winter Ridge, in the 

Chocktoot Cr. drainage, S of Fremont Pt. and in the 
Squirrel Springs drainage that heads towards Long Creek 
(Marty St. Louis, PC). 
 Hunter reports have included: north of Fremont Point 
on top of Winter Rim, the Rock Creek drainage towards 
the Sycan River,  and the Silver Creek drainage between 
Thompson Valley Reservoir and Bunyard Crossing 
(Marty St.Louis, PC).  
 A report of Ruffed Grouse from the early 1980s was 
at Jungle Springs near Bald Mtn., west of Silver Lake 
(Marty St.Louis,  PC).   One Ruffed Grouse seen several 
years ago in lodgepole pine was on top of Winter Rim in 
the Paisley District; also seen several times, and a few 
collected in the Silver Lake riparian areas and in wet 
lodgepole stands on the Bly District,  such as north of the 
Black Hills, and with the exception of the Winter Rim 
bird they are usually found low and along stream bottoms 
(Dave Wenzel, PC). 
 While on a survey north of Bly,  a resident  mentioned 
Ruffed Grouse on their property south of Sycan Marsh 
(KS).  One, seen below Bald Butte Lookout, 24 August 
2010, was in an area of mixed aspen and mostly 
lodgepole (Julie Van Moorhem, PC). Similar restricted 
habitat occurs westward from those areas of Lake County 
to the Cascades in Klamath County, where the habitat 
becomes more extensive on the west and north sides of 
Upper Klamath Lake.

Sooty Grouse

 Tim Johnson reported an observation of a Sooty 
Grouse on Winter Rim, mid-July 2014,  and pointed out 
that The Sibley Guide to the Birds range map did not 
show Sooty Grouse present for that area.  Input  received 
regarding Sooty Grouse during that discussion included: 
good numbers along Winter Rim; heard every spring as 
far north as Summer Lake Refuge Headquarters; heard 

occasionally between Gearhart Mountain and Dairy Creek 
(Fremont NF); one along Hwy 395 near Chandler SP 
(Craig Miller, PC). 
 “Blue Grouse” are high elevation birds in most of 
Oregon, approaching lower elevations mainly in the nw 
part of the state,  especially on the nw coast.  They prefer 
scattered open timber, timber stand edges where there are 
springs and seeps.   The young birds feed on berries, 
especially bitter cherry,  ants and grasshoppers.   The cock 
birds eat a lot of white fir needles (Dave Wenzel, PC).  
 Sooty Grouse has been seen and heard numerous 
times in the Warner Mountains, and along Winter Rim, 
and in the higher forested areas westward toward Klamath 
County (KS). A  Sooty Grouse was seen N of CA,  in the 
Dismal Creek drainage of the Bald Hills, Warner 
Mountains (Neil Holcomb, PC).  The area is mostly 
Mountain Big Sage with significant aspen and willow 
groves and Ponderosa/Lodgepole pine nearby.  Sooty 
Grouse has been seen several times in the northern part of 
the Warner Mns., near Honey Creek and the Abert Rim 
overlook, mostly in open Ponderosa forest and sagebrush 
habitat (Hendrik Herlyn and Oscar Harper, PC).
 Based on information gained from these sources,  
both Ruffed and Sooty Grouse are present for much of 
Klamath County, and for the western portion of Lake 
County. Both are present in the Warner Mountains. They 
seem to prefer different habitats,  with Ruffed Grouse in 
wetter, more dense and deciduous under and over story, 
while Sooty Grouse seems to prefer higher coniferous, 
somewhat open habitat. The map shows probable areas 
for Ruffed and Sooty Grouse in Klamath and Lake Cos.
 Field guide range maps are a useful tool often used to 
help support bird identification and to judge presence on 
regional level. Observations of bird species outside their 
normal range can be useful distribution information.   
Some species have had range changes over time, while a 
few species such as Ruffed and Sooty Grouse could still 
use more information to support a more accurate picture 
of their range. 
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Ruffed Grouse.  Photo by Kevin Spencer.

Correction - Douglas Co. sapsucker

The photo labeled Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in 
Oregon Birds 40(1) Douglas County Highlights 
was actually the Red-naped Sapsucker mentioned 
in the text.
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On June 18, 2014, Chuck Philo discovered a 
Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) along the 
Nature Trail at the Oregon State University 
Hatfield Marine Science Center (HMSC) in South 
Beach, Oregon.  He promptly reported it, the 
sighting was posted to Oregon Birders Online 
(OBOL), and others quickly resighted and 
photographed it the same day. 

This was the first catbird for Lincoln County.  
Along the Oregon Coast, they are included in 
checklists for Coos and Curry Counties but not 
for Clatsop and Tillamook Counties (Birding 
Oregon 2014).   There are two records for coastal 
Lane County. Although they are a fairly common 
breeder in northeast Oregon, they are rare west of 
the Cascades,  where there is no indication that 
they nest (Contreras 2003, Smith et al. 2011). 

Many birders came and found one catbird 
along the HMSC Nature Trail that acted territorial 
and sang intermittently through July 19 and was 
still observed through July 22.   On July 25, Mike 
Patterson first glimpsed two catbirds at the same 
time and sent his unexpected discovery to OBOL. 

On July 27, Marlowe Kissinger photographed 
a single catbird and also two catbirds together 
and posted links to her photos on OBOL the same 
morning.    Within hours of her posting, Larry 
McQueen and David Irons each looked at her 
photos and concluded that one catbird was an 
adult, but the second was a juvenile with pale 
pink at the base of its bill and buffy to pale rufous 
undertail coverts.  David wrote: 

"It seems that there can be little doubt that 
Gray Catbirds nested behind the Hatfield Marine 
Science Center, providing the first breeding 
record for the Oregon Coast and,  unless I've 
missed something, the first breeding record west 
of the Cascades."  

The same day, Wayne Hoffman also 
photographed two catbirds and noted that his 
photos also showed an adult with a fledgling.

The last report of two catbirds at the HMSC 
was on August 11 when Jessica Greer and 
William Hemstrom found an adult and a juvenile.  
A singleton was watched on August 13 by Paul 
Sullivan and Carol Karlen, and the next and last 
catbird there was viewed by William Proebsting 
on September 1.

But the catbird saga did not end at the 
HMSC; there was some local post-breeding 
wandering.    The morning of August 16, Eric 
Horvath heard "meowing" and then appreciated a 
catbird near his home at SE 35th Street in South 
Beach about 0.5 mile south of where catbirds had 
lingered at the HMSC.  On September 5, Eric still 
had one near his house, and this was the latest 
catbird record.

Overall, no one reported seeing more than 
two catbirds,  two adults, or more than one 

First Breeding of Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) in 
Western Oregon 
Range Bayer
P.O. Box 1467
Newport OR 97365

Gray Catbird at the Marine Science Center, June 19, 2014.  
Photo by Molly Sultany.
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juvenile at a time.   But to nest successfully there 
had to have been two adults; the second adult 
may not have been observed because it was 
inconspicuously at the nest or stayed away from 
the other adult when it was not at the nest.

One unanswered but intriguing question is 
whether the pair migrated together, strayed from 
the normal catbird migration route, and arrived 
at the HMSC where they nested.    The Birds of 
North America (Smith et al.  2011) does not indicate 
that catbird pairs migrate together and gave 
mixed accounts of males arriving first or that 
there was no difference in the timing of male and 
female arrival at nesting areas.  Since catbirds are 
so rare in western Oregon and western Oregon is 
so large, it seems extremely improbable that they 
migrated separately and happened to find each 
other at the HMSC.    That would make the 
proverbial finding a needle in a haystack easy.

 In general, pairs of successfully nesting 
adults or their offspring may return to the same 
area the following breeding season, but it appears 
doubtful that these Gray Catbirds will return to 
the HMSC to nest in 2015.  Smith et al. (2011) note 
that catbird adults have an annual survival rate of 
50-60%, only 4-40% of adults returned to the 
same breeding site the following year, and only 
7% of nestlings returned to their natal site the 
following year.    Even so, has the improbable 
HMSC catbird nesting saga ended or is there yet 
another chapter
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 From May 2013 to May 2014 the Oregon Bird 
Records Committee (OBRC) completed the following 
records. The first group of records are those for which 
the written report and/or photographs or specimens 
supported the stated identification and are accepted 
records. If photo(s) or specimen is indicated for a 
record it was accepted as verified. Other records were 
accepted as sight records. 
 Of the 49 records reviewed by the Committee 45 
were accepted, and 4 were not accepted. Four species 
were added to the list Hawaiian Petrel, Greater 
Roadrunner, Chimney Swift, and Red-bellied 
Woodpecker. The Official Checklist now stands at 527 
species. 
Information presented below for each species includes 
location of sighting, number of birds,  sex and age if 
known, special information (such as collection and 
museum number) and date(s), initial of the observer(s) 
submitting written or other evidence for accepted 
records, and the OBRC record file number. The OBRC 

record file number reads as follows: the first 3 
digits are the AOU number for the species, the 
second 2 are the year in which the record was 
observed, and the last numbers are the 
consecutive numbers for the records as they are 
filed.  
  The OBRC thanks the following organizations 
for having made financial contributions in the 
past year to help with expenses: Cape Arago 
Audubon Society, Central Oregon Audubon 
Society, Audubon Society of Corvallis, Grant 
County Bird Club,  Grande Ronde Bird Club, 
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society, Lane County 

Audubon Society, Audubon Society of Portland,  Salem 
Audubon Society, Umpqua Valley Audubon, and 

Yaquina Birders and Naturalists. 
 The OBRC solicits nominations for membership. 
Each year the OBRC elects 3 of its 9 members for 3-
year terms. Birders themselves interested in serving on 
the OBRC should nominate themselves.  All nominees 
must be members of OFO in good standing and the 
Secretary must receive all nominations before 15 
November 2014. New terms begin at the new calendar 
year.

The Records of the Oregon    
Bird Records Committee  
2013-2014

Harry B. Nehls

Four species were added to the list: 
Hawaiian Petrel, Greater Roadrunner, 
Chimney Swift, and Red-bellied 
Woodpecker.

Accepted Records

King Eider
162-14-14 Newport, Lincoln Co., 1 

female 5 January into March 
2 0 1 4 ( D I , p h o t o s b y 
DI,DiB,OS);

Short-tailed Albatross
082-12-14 West of Cape Blanco, Curry 

Co., 1 juvenile on 2 October 
2012 (NBu,DSn);

082-14-15 35mi.  W. Newport, Lincoln 
Co., 1 immature bird on 22 
February 2014 (details and 
photos by BA,AdH);

Hawaiian Petrel
098.5-13-01 85mi. W. of Curry Co., 

Curry Co., 1 bird on 30 July 
2013 (details & ph. by OS);

098.5-13-02 60km W. of Cape Blanco,  
Curry Co., 1 bird on 3 May 

2013 (details and photos by 
RyM);

Great Shearwater
089-13-02 21mi. W. of Winchester 

Bay, Douglas Co., 1 bird on 
1 4 S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 3 
( R u N , M H , p h o t o s b y 
JeH,LMs,MH);

Blue-footed Booby
114.1-13-02 Cape Kiwanda, Tillamook 

Co., 1 bird dead on the 
beach 23 October 2013 
(details and photos by Mel); 

114.1-13-03 Seaside,  Clatsop Co.,  1 bird 
dead on the beach 31 
October 2013 (Details and 
photos by MgR); 

Glossy Ibis
186-12-05 Malheur NWR, Harney Co., 

1 bird on 22 May 2012 
(TR);
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186-13-06 Hq. Malheur NWR, Harney 
Co., 1 bird on 13 and 16 
June 2013 (Details and 
photos by AdH,Chi);

186-12-07 Burns, Harney Co., 1 bird 
on 3 May 2012 (Details and 
photos by CSh);

Hudsonian Godwit
251-13-23 J a c k s o n B o t t o m , 

Washington Co.,  1 adult 
female on 26 May 2013 
(details and photos by StC);

Red-legged Kittiwake
041-13-10 63mi . W. o f Seas ide , 

Clatsop Co., 1 bird on 24 
September 2013 (details 
OS,photos by OS,TC)

Black-headed Gull
055.1-13-08 Corvallis, Benton Co., 1 

first winter bird on 9 
November 2013 (HH)

Least Tern 
074-04-12 Hq. Malheur NWR, Harney 

Co., 1 bird on 4 June 2004 
(RHo,AC); 

Thick-billed Murre
031-12-16 Clatsop Beach, Clatsop Co., 

1 bird moribund on beach 1 
February 2012 (specimen 
photos MP);

Long-billed Murrelet
023.1-12-03 Netarts Bay, Tillamook Co., 

1 bird on 31 July 2012 
(KeR, RSm);

Yellow-billed Cuckoo
387-13-23 Cascade-Siskiyou NM, 

Jackson Co., 1 bird on 6 
July 2013 (details and photo 
by TJo);

Greater Roadrunner
385-12-03 2mi.  W. McDermitt Nevada, 

1 bird on 16 August 2012 
(DRu);

Chimney Swift
423-13-01 Roseburg, Douglas Co., 1 

bird on 11 May 2013 
(photos by MH);

Red-bellied Woodpecker
409-13-01 LaGrande, Union Co., 1 

bird 31 October 2013 into 
March 2014 (TBr, photos by 
TBr,DiB,OS, CTu,JkW);

Nuttall’s Woodpecker
397-13-03 Grants Pass, Jackson Co., 1 

female on 23 June 2013 
(ChH);

Eastern Phoebe
456-13-21 Dixsonville, Douglas Co., 1 

bird on 31 May 2013 
(photos by MH,JoB);

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
443-13-22 Thief Valley Reservoir, 

Union Co.,  1 bird on 2 
August 2013 (details and 
photos by TBr)

Philadelphia Vireo
629-13-09 Hq. Malheur NWR,  Harney 

Co., 1 bird on 5 June 2013. 
Sight record only (JM, JG, 
photo by JG).

California Thrasher
710-13-03 Cascade-Siskiyou NM, 

Jackson Co., 1 bird on 20 
July 2013 (details and 
photos by TJo);

Phainopepla
620-13-09 Hines, Harney Co., 1 bird 

17-23 September 2013 (TB, 
photos TB,RiV).

Worm-eating Warbler
639-12-04 Pistol River, Curry Co.,  1 

bird on 9 October 2012  
(DMu).

Hooded Warbler
684-12-19 Lone Ranch Wayside, Curry 

Co., 1 first fall female on 17 
September 2012 (TR);

Bay-breasted Warbler
660-13-12 Fields, Harney Co., 1 adult 

male on 14 June 2013 
photos by AdH,CHi);

Yellow-throated Warbler
663-13-08 Ankeny NWR, Marion Co., 

1 adult male 29 November 
2013 into March 2014 
( M R i , p h o t o s b y 
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MRi,JkW,DoR,HH,DBe,CH
o,JLe,MxR,HFu,

  MLu,MKi,OS);

Canada Warbler
686-13-09 C a l l i o p e C r o s s i n g , 

Deschutes Co., 1 adult male 
on 11 June 2013 (RRo,DAr, 
photos by RuN,KrK);

686-13-10 Hatfield Lake, Deschutes 
Co., 1 first year female on 7 
September 2013 (photos by 
CM);

Lark Bunting
605-13-26 Bayocean Spit,  Tillamook 

Co., 1 bird on 11 November 
2013 (BA, pho tos by 
BA,MxS);

Gray-headed Dark-eyed Junco
569-13-05 Ten Cent Meadow-Pueblo 

Mts., Harney Co., sev. Birds 
on 14 June 2013 (photos by 
AdH,Chi);

Summer Tanager
610-13-22 Benson Pond, Harney Co., 1 

summer plumaged male on 
May 30, 2013 (photos by 
TB,DH)

Painted Bunting
601-13-08 Lookingglass, Douglas Co.,  

bright adult male 24 August 
2013 (MH, photos by MH);

601-13-09 Coos Bay, Coos Co., 1 adult 
female 18 December 2013 
into March 2014 (TR,DI, 
photos by DSu, DiB, LoM, 
DI, JoB, OS);

Rusty Blackbird
509-13-23 Hillsboro, Washington Co.,  

1 female 30 October 2013 
( J a W, M k W, p h o t o s b y 
M K i , N e N , 
JoB,MaO,DaH,SHz,JkW,St
C); 

509-13-24 Monmouth, Polk Co., 1 
female on 1 November 2013 
(photos by CHi,AdH,BrW);  

509-13-25 Talent, Jackson Co., 1 male 
on 1 November 2013 (photo 
by RxT);

509-13-26 Yoncalla, Douglas Co., 1 
bird on 4 December 2013 
(MH, photos by MH,RuN);

Common Grackle
511-13-39 23mi.  S. Chemult, Klamath 

Co., 1 bird on 15 May 2013 
(FS, photo by AlE);

511-13-40 Wireless Road-Astoria, 
Clatsop Co., 1 bird on 20 
October 2013 (photos by 
MP)

Baltimore Oriole
507-13-18 Pike Creek, Harney Co., 

adult male on 6 June 2013 
(photo by StL);

Not accepted records

Crested Auklet
018-12-03 Boiler Bay, Lincoln Co., 3 

birds on 17 December 2012. 
Flying birds passing 200 
yards offshore. Sighting 
very brief and at some 
distance. There appeared to 
be some hesitation by the 
observer on the accuracy of 
the identification.

Sedge Wren
724-13-04 EE Wilson WMA, Polk Co.,  

1 skulking bird on 5 January 
2012. Although details 
suggest Sedge Wren they do 
not entirely rule out Marsh 
Wren.

Cerulean Warbler
658-12-01 E u g e n e , L a n e C o . , 1 

breeding plumaged male on 
28 April 2012. Although 
details strongly suggest 
Cerulean Warbler not all 
field marks were covered. 
As a first state record the 
details in the report are not 
convincing enough to be 
accepted.

Rusty Blackbird
509-07-21 Stanfield, Umatilla Co., 1 

bird on 10 November 2007. 
Description brief and did 
n o t e l i m i n a t e s i m i l a r 
species.
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Observers

Bob Archer (BA)
Dennis Arendt (DAr)
Douglas Beal (DBe)
Tim Blount  (TB)
Joe Blowers (JoB)
Trent Bray (TBr)
Norm Budnitz (NBu)
Diane Byrne (DiB)
Alan Contreras  (AC)
Scott Carpenter StC)
Tom Crabtree (TC)
Bruce Dugger (BrD)
Mark Elliott (Mel)
Albert Endres (AlE)
Harry Fuller (HFu)
Jeff Gilligan (JG)
Charity Hagen (ChH)
Jeff Harding – (JeH)
Stephanie Hazen (SHz)
David Heath (DaH)
David Herr (DH)

Hendrik Herlyn (HH)
Adrian Hinkle (AdH)
Christopher Hinkle (CHi)
Charlotte Hotman (CHo)
Rich Hoyer  (RHo)
Matt Hunter (MH)
David Irons (DI)
Tim Johnson (TJo)
Marlowe Kissinger (MKi)
Kris Kristovich (KrK)
Steve Lay (StL)
Jim Leonard (JLe)
Mark Lundgren (MLu)
Judy Meredith (JMe)
Ryan Merrill (RyM); 
Craig Miller (CM)
Lois Miller (LoM)
Laura Mountainspring (LMs)
Don Munson  (DMu)
Fred Munz  (FMu)
Russ Namitz (RuN)
Nels Nelson (NeN)
Mike Patterson (MP)

Phil Pickering (PP)
Max Rae (MxR)
Mary Ritter (MRi)
Roger Robb (RRo)
Douglas Robinson (DoR)
Tim Rodenkirk  (TR)
Kerry Ross (KeR)
Meg Ruby (MgR)
David Russell  (DRu)
Max Smith (MxS)
Owen Schmidt (OS)
Fred Schrock (FS)
Cathy Sheeter  (CSh)
Rachel Smith (RSm)
David Sonneborn (DSn)
Paul Sullivan (PSu)
Roxanna Tessman (RxT)
Craig Tumer (CTu)
Rick Vetter (RiV)
Brandon Wagner (BrW)
Mark Wilkinson (MkW)
Jack Williamson (JkW)

Harry Nehls, OBRC Secretary, 
2736 S.E. 20th Ave., 

Portland, Oregon 97202
hnehls6@comcast.net

 The members of the OBRC for 2014 are:

  

The alternates are: Tim Shelmerdine,  Mike Patterson, John Rakestraw, and 
Dennis Vroman.

Tom Crabtree
Jeff Gilligan
David Irons

Tim Janzen
Shawneen Finnegan
Owen Schmidt

Hendrik Herlyn
Craig Tumer
Jay Withgott

Tim S.
Tim J.

Tom Craig

Hendrik

Jeff

OwenDave

Harry
Shawneen

Jay

Rosalind
(nonvoting)
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 The 2013 Spring North American Migration Count 
(NAMC) occurred on the weekend of May 11, 12 of 
this year.   This count is sponsored by the East 
Cascades Audubon Society.  Only 22 counties 
participated in the count this year.  That is down from 
an average of about 30.  Several county coordinators 
had previous engagements, decided to drop their 
coordinator role or failed to return the data before the 
deadline for this article.
 We continued to struggle to find volunteers in 
remote counties like Grant, Morrow and Wallowa to 
name a few.  A total of 241 volunteers found 281 
different species.  Just 141,000  individual birds were 
counted.  Participation was down about 22% from last 
season which, no doubt, contributed to the nearly 35% 
drop from last year in the individual number of birds 
counted.  
  
RESULTS

  Below you will find a summary of some of the more 
interesting birds found on the count.    
  Spring migration often provides water bird surprises 
for Oregon’s birders.  Perhaps not so surprisingly, 
Harney County recorded the only TRUMPETER 
SWANS.  Somewhat late EURASIAN WIGEON were 
located in Polk and Tillamook counties.  Only Douglas 
County reported HORNED GREBES. An offshore 
pelagic trip added FORK-TAILED STORM-PETREL, 
L E A C H ’ S S T O R M - P E T R E L , M A R B L E D 
MURRELET, CASSIN’S AUKLET, and TUFTED 
PUFFIN among the more common off-shore species.
  Shorebirds are on the move in the spring.  The more 
unusual ones included MARBLED GODWIT, RED 
K N O T, S E M I PA L M AT E D S A N D P I P E R , 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER and RED PHALAROPE.  
  Tallying of game birds was pretty successful.   Only 
one known nesting species of upland game bird failed 
to make our count.  GRAY PARTRIDGE, BOTH 
BLUE GROUSE and MOUNTAIN QUAIL were 
tallied on this spring’s count but no one was able to 
locate a single Spruce Grouse.
  On the raptor front,  RED-SHOULDERED HAWKS 
were undercounted as individuals were only noted in 3 
counties.  No one found Northern Goshawks on the 

count.  Great Gray and Boreal Owls were the only owl 
species to avoid detection by surveyors this season.  
  All woodpecker species were noted in good numbers 
except the Northern Three-toed Woodpecker which 
failed to show itself for the count.  
  Unusual Passerines included an early EASTERN 
KINGBIRD in Harney County, a late NORTHERN 
SHRIKE in Deschutes County, a Harney County 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, a NORTHERN 
MOCKINGBIRD in Malheur County, a couple of late 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS in Union County 
and a very late HARRIS’S SPARROW in Harney 
County.  
CONCLUSION

 Participation in this project often waxes and 
wanes.  It’s safe to say that the spring 2013 count was 
on the waning side of the spectrum.  Participation and 
overall enthusiasm for the count seemed to be very low 
compared to recent years.  Perhaps this is simply a part 
of the variation from year to year or perhaps interest 
for this project has taken a down turn.  Either way, the 
numbers were certainly low.  Hopefully, the fall count 
will show more participation.
 2013 marks the 20th anniversary of the NAMC in 
Oregon. We now have 20 years of data regarding 
spring migrants in our state.  This data is stored at the 
East Cascades Audubon Society.  If you are interested 
in accessing this data,  please go to the ECAS website 
at http://www.ecaudubon.org/ and contact either 
myself or one of the ECAS officers for information.  
 I would like to thank the hundreds of volunteers 
who participated in this count.  Special thanks go to 
those county coordinators who put in so much time 
organizing the volunteers in their respective counties.  
I would also like to thank Ron Halverson of Prineville 
who takes all of the data and enters it in to a master 
database.   

Data tables on the following page  

  

2013 Spring North American Migration Count

 
Charles Gates

State NAMC Coordinator

http://www.ecaudubon.org/
http://www.ecaudubon.org/
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DATA
   
 The following tables show some of the results of the 2013 Spring NAMC.  

Table 1 – Most Abundant Species

Common Murre 19995 Canada Goose 5202 European Starling 3342
Red-winged Blackbird 7255 Mallard 3779 Western Sandpiper 2899
American Coot 7174 Ruddy Duck 3507 White-faced Ibis 2597

Eared Grebe 6206 Brewer’s Blackbird 3487 American Robin 2197

Cliff Swallow 6015 Yellow-headed Blackbird 3362 Tree Swallow 2078

Table 2 – Some Species Not Recorded This Season

Tundra Swan Either Golden-plover Boreal Owl Juniper Titmouse
Long-tailed Duck Upland Sandpiper Costa’s Hummingbird Veery
Spruce Grouse Black Turnstone Am. Three-toed WP Gray Catbird
Snowy Egret Baird’s Sandpiper “Western” Flycatcher Black Rosy-finch
Northern Goshawk Great Gray Owl Red-eyed Vireo Gray-crowned Rosy-finch

Table 3 – Most Prolific Counties (by species counted)

Douglas 178 Lane 162 Curry 127
Harney 171 Deschutes 161 Baker 120
Tillamook 165 Crook 153 Yamhill 117
Klamath 164 Linn 115 Lincoln 115

Table 4 – Most Prolific Counties (by participants)

Deschutes 32 Lincoln *18 Douglas *9

Lane 22 Tillamook *18 Crook 9

Baker 20 Curry *14 Harney/Klamath 8
Yamhill 20 Jefferson 10 Polk/Linn 8

* Includes pelagic team
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When a Barn Swallow isn't

! On April 21, 1998 three of us from Walla 
Walla were invited out to a farm off Winesap 
Rd. northern Umatilla County to bird along the 
West little Walla Walla River-Dr. and Mrs. 
Wagner, the landowner,  was a beginning birder 
and was all excited to have the three old salts of 
birding in the Walla Walla Valley come and look 
their farm over. 
! She went on and on about how nice it was 
to have experienced, knowledgeable birders on 
their land to help ID the birds on their farm. No 
sooner had we said our hellos and finished 
thanking them for letting us on their farm than I 
noticed a very dark swallow perched on a 
phone line just to the south of us. I took a look 
and announced that this was a "melanistic" 
Barn Swallow! 
! I proceeded to talk about all the salient ID 
points that could be seen. I went on why it was 
a rare plumage in the Barn Swallow as a 
species. As I yammered on the bird shifted a bit 
and both MerryLynn and Larry said “are you 
sure?” 
! Being the old experienced, knowledgeable 
birder with the ability to plow on despite 
several red flags having been thrown up I 
proceeded telling the new birders yet again 
how rare this plumage was in Barn Swallows. 
! As I looked at the bird it dawned on me that 
in fact it was an adult male Purple Martin, the 
first Umatilla County record. I did not live 
down my big pronouncement of Barn Swallow 
for years. 
! Lesson learned - As Will Rogers once said-" 
Never miss a chance to shut up."

Mike Denny 

And I wasn’t even of drinking age...

! When I was a kid birder, we took a trip back to 
Tillamook County, where I had been born.   My 
mother was the driver, as I recall,  and my friend 
Sayre Greenfield was there.  This was around 1968 
or 69, if I remember correctly. 
! I had my very first scope, a dubious contraption 
with four eyepieces on a rotating barrel.  The 15x 
was pretty good, the 30x was barely functional and 
the less said about the unnecessary 40x and the 
alleged 60x the better.
! I was using the decent 15x eyepiece to scan 
Netarts bay for floating delights - and I found one !  
Not only was it a Red-necked Grebe,  a bird I had 
barely experienced, but it was in breeding plumage, 
with some red showing as it moved slowly through 
the water.  Wow.  I shared it with Sayre, whose view 
seemed to be less clear than mine, at least he wasn’t 
absolutely sure what it was.
! I looked at it again, and somehow it had changed 
position slightly and its motion seemed odd.  It kept 
changing position.  It did have some red on its long 
neck, but it also had a label.  It read “Budweiser.”

Alan Contreras 

We have all done it.  
The observation that somehow 

goes shockingly wrong....

First Annual Oregon Birding Association Crow-tasting!

Corvus indigestible 
courtesy Lois Miller.
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A Baker County Big Year

Malakai Lawrence

The Next Generation 
Age: 10  
Home Schooled 
(rural Baker County)
Parents: Jim and Ann Lawrence

 “My name is Malakai and I am 10 years old. In 
2013 when I was 8 and 9 years old,  my Dad and I did a 
big year in Baker County. I have been a birder my 
whole life, because my Dad likes to bird and I want to 
be a better birder than him someday.
 The year began with 17 inches of snow on the 
ground, a high temperature of 7° F and my family 
snowed-in in our cabin located at 5200 feet.  We still 
saw lots of birds: Common Raven, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Mountain Chickadee, Hairy Woodpeckers, 
Steller’s and Gray Jays. With our easy yard birds done 
we had to go 2 and a half miles on snowmobile to get 
to our car and then we went car birding, which in my 
opinion is boring, except for the snacks. Birds we 
added from the car included: Chukar, Snow Goose, 
White-fronted Goose, Pied-billed Grebe and other 
waterfowl.
 On April 11th, with the car finally back up at the 
house, we go birding again at Phillips Reservoir. I saw 
a few life birds including my most wanted, the Wood 
Duck! We saw it when we were walking through old 
mine tailings toward the lake. It flushed out of a pond 
and scared me, but I still saw it well enough to tell it 
was a female Wood Duck before it flew away.  Some 
other life birds were American Pipit, Green-winged 
Teal and my favorite bird of the day, the American 
Bittern.

 By June all of our migratory birds were back at the 
cabin. These birds included:  Western Tanager, Hermit 
Thrush, Williamson's Sapsucker, Dusky Flycatcher, 
Ruffed Grouse and Townsend's Warbler.  Later in the 
year the hummingbirds and all their energy came back, 
so we put up hummingbird feeders so they would stay. 
By the end of July we had around 35 of them at the 
feeders, Rufous, Black-chinned and Calliopes.  I can 
get them to land on my finger if  I'm patient enough.
     During fall migration we spent our time looking for 
shorebirds at Phillips Reservoir and the Baker Sewage 
Ponds.  It was a long way to the water and we spent a 
lot of time trudging through ankle deep mudflats.  My 
favorite shorebird was the Semipalmated Plover, some 
of the other birds we saw were Baird’s Sandpiper, 
Western Sandpiper and a Lesser Yellowlegs that broke 
the county record for my Dad at 205 species.
 My last bird of the year was the White-headed 
Woodpecker on the 31st of December. My Mom 
spotted it outside, so my Dad and I threw on our coats 
and our boots and set out to find it.  After a little walk 
we got a glimpse of him, so we followed him until we 
saw him good enough to count it for the year. I ended 
up with 191 different species.  My dad finished with 
211 species.”

 In 2005 after bouncing around the 
state of Oregon for 6 years, my wife Ann, 
1-1/2 year old son Malakai and I settled 
down outside of Baker City, not far from 
the suburb of McEwen.  We spent the next 
few years getting acquainted with the 
areas around Baker County and the local 
birds. In 2013 we decided to try and top 
the one year record for the county of 204 
held by Craig Corder.  
 Malakai, now 8 and an excellent 
birder,  was keeping his second year list 
for Baker County and was very interested 
to see as many birds as possible. Here is a 
quick view of our year from his eyes.
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The Next Generation 

Summitt’s Big Year
Summitt Foltz-Moodie and Jim Moodie

Age: 9  
4th grade, Elk Meadow Elementary (Bend)
Parents: Jim Moodie and Kim Foltz

 So how do you respond when your child comes up 
to you and declares: “Dad, I think I want to do a Big 
Year.”?   We had watched the movie, The Big Year, 
together a few days earlier during winter break.  Summitt 
seemed to enjoy the movie, but I had no idea that viewing 
the Hollywood spectacle had ignited a year long quest in 
her brain.  She was seven. A year is a long time to a seven 
year old.  
 Before responding, I thought about how much fun it 
would be to fly and drive across North America with my 
daughter to record species after species, but then reality 
set in.  I couldn’t take time off from work,  I was in no 
mood to home school a child (even if it was my own) and 
we couldn’t afford it anyway.  I decided to assess her 
commitment.  
 She did not budge.   Summitt really wanted to try a 
Big Year for the whole year.  I set  ground rules.   First, 
let’s limit your Big Year to Oregon to keep expenses 
within reason.  She agreed.   Second, I will only help you 
find the birds, you have to observe them.  

(Dad, I know lots of species and I have a field guide.)  

 Third, this is an entire year endeavor, but if you want 
to quit,  you need to tell me.  Summitt nodded, but said 
she was ready to bird the entire year.
 We planned to begin before school started up again 
in early January.  Summitt’s 2013 Big Year started with 
the few yard birds we have in Central Oregon in January: 
mourning dove, hairy, downy, and white-headed 
woodpeckers, flicker,  mountain chickadee,  all three 
nuthatches, a varied thrush.  

 As 2013 started cold, the ponds and lakes were 
frozen over; I told her we should search for birds along 
the Deschutes River in Bend as the water would be open.  
We birded for over five hours on a frigid day.  At one 
point I asked her if she wanted to stop.  

(Nope, let’s keep going, Dad.)

We birded for another hour.   We added ducks,  a stray 
horned grebe, an uncommon white-throated sparrow.  Her 
list grew.  By the end of the January, Summitt’s list  grew 
to over 60 species.  A good start.
 I knew that for Summitt to observe over 200 species 
of birds by year’s end, we would have to visit the coast 
several times.   I showed her postings on OBOL and bird 
lists on eBird.  The Astoria snowy owls caught her 
interest.  We kept tracking the owls through February. 
Mike Patterson continued to report them into March, but 
wondered how much longer they would stay.  
 The family decided to try for the owls in mid-March. 
Would we be too late?  We initiated a long weekend trip 
on March 15th from Bend, hoping the owls would persist 
at Fort Stevens State Park for one more day.   Arriving in 
Astoria in the afternoon, we headed straight for the park, 
lot C.   A woman was out of her car, staring at the forest 
with her binocular.   I told Summitt to look in the same 
direction.   She could see two snowy owls perched on 
branches.   Yes!  Summitt took photographs of her favorite 
species.  
 We continued to bird around Astoria and then down 
the coast to Newport.  Harlequin ducks,  surfbirds and ice 

 I am 9 years old and my name is Summitt Foltz-
Moodie.  Last year I did a big year. A big year is a 
year that starts on January 1st where you try to get as 
many birds as you can in one year. I found 247 
species! And my favorite bird was the Snowy Owl 
because they are so rare in Oregon and their feathers 
can move them quickly and quietly to catch mice! 
 I did a big year because the movie The Big Year is 
so fascinating that on December 22, I told my dad 
“Dad, I want to do a big year”.  And that’s how it all 
started, a whole year of birding and great memories to 
come…
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cream in Tillamook; long-tailed duck and lunch at 
Rogue’s Brewery in Newport.  
 During spring break in late March, Kim Owen had 
spotted a burrowing owl in Redmond.  Another species 
of owl; Summitt was all in.  We found it easily.  We ran 
into Russ Namitz at Houston Lake looking for white-
fronted geese.  After meeting Russ, I told Summitt that 
he owned the biggest, Big Year for Oregon.  She was 
confident she could eclipse his total; I liked her 
optimism.  By the end of Summitt’s Big Year first 

quarter,  she had totaled over 130 species, and migration 
was just beginning.  She seemed to enjoy the chase.
 By now, I told Summitt,  that if she continued her 
quest into July, I would purchase her own binocular for 
her eighth birthday.  Finding species in April and May 
was difficult and exciting.   New species were showing up 
seemingly every day: in the yard,  in town, on the coast.  
However, many of these species were small and active; 
difficult for a young girl  to spot and identify,  but easy to 
grow tired looking for them.  
 Summitt visited her cousins in Nampa, ID with her 
Mom in late April.  When she returned home,  she shared 
the treasures she and Mom had spied along the highway 
to and from Bend: sandhill crane, white-faced ibis, ross’s 
goose, avocets and more.  Big birds are more fun to find.
 Summitt had another great day when she asked if 
she could bird with me on the Deschutes spring North 
American Migration Count in mid May.  I told her we 
would be getting up very, very early to search for owls, 
but that didn’t stop her.   When I woke her up a little after 
2 AM, she popped up out of bed and quickly got dressed.  
She was ready.  We struck out on owls, but she added 
several more species during the day.   In fact, Summitt 
was able to add several more species towards the end of 
May and in early June.  Why?   Another trip to the coast: 
Newport this time, and a two day trip to Summer lake.  
The species just kept coming,  Caspian Tern, Brown 
Pelican, Great Egret, Snowy Plover, Black-chinned 
Hummingbird.  

 By the end of June, Summitt had observed nearly 
220 species.  I could tell she was getting weary of 
searching for birds.  Her birthday was coming up in early 
July.  She wanted to visit the wildlife safari in Winston to 
see big cats like cheetah.  I told her we would take a 
break from birding and just enjoy the trip.  But we 
couldn’t miss the Acorn Woodpeckers on the safari 
grounds. 
 When we returned to Bend, I told Summitt that our 
strategy now was to seek certain species, we would no 
longer need to bird for a long time when we went birding.  
We would check COBOL, OBOL and eBird for species 
she needed that were near where we lived or were 
visiting.   I made sure we celebrated new species with ice 
cream.
 The new species came slowly in July and August, as 
they often do.  On our adventures,  sometimes Summitt 
was able to add a species, sometimes not.  In September, 
things picked up.  A Ruff was found at Hatfield Lake.   We 
found the bird fairly quickly, and Summitt was impressed 
seeing such a rare bird.   Another rare species soon 
followed.  Summitt came along on a local East Cascades 
Audubon Society trip.   She was able to add four more 
species, including a Canada Warbler at Hatfield Lake 
after a 30 minute search.  
 We continued to search for birds in the fall and into 
the winter,  but Summitt needed coaxing to go birding.  
With two days to go before the end of the year, Summitt 
was once again eager to find more birds, she was closing 
in on 250 species.   Birding in the Bend area in December 
can be slow when looking for new species, but we tried.  
On the 30th she found a northern shrike out in the desert.  
 On the 31st, we found her last species.  Mom told us 
about a pair of hooting great horned owls she had heard 
on the east side of town.  Somehow Summitt had not 
found this species in the previous 364 days.  We drove to 
the site at dusk,  rolled down the windows and…Summitt 
heard them before I did.  Her last species of the year.  We 
high fived, and I let her stay up until midnight to 
celebrate the New Year and her success of a Big Year.   To 
paraphrase Steve Martin from the movie, that my 
daughter, is a very big year!
 Throughout the year, when people would find out 
what Summitt was doing, they all wanted to help and 
encourage her.  She was almost embarrassed by the 
attention; almost.  She wants everyone to know how 
much she appreciated all the encouragement and 
assistance to find all those species.  
 When I asked her if she wanted to do another big 
year, Summitt  replied that she wanted to spend 2014 
taking photographs of nature.  She still goes birding with 
me sometimes,  and she can still identify lots of species by 
sight, some by sound.  Will  she try another big year?  
Who can say,  but I certainly found spending the year with 
her to be the best big year.

Snowy Owl.  Photo by Summitt Foltz-Moodie.
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How old were you when you started birding?
 
 I was born in Nepal.  I began paying attention to 
birds when I was four years old. One of my earliest 
memories of being in Kathmandu was feeding pigeons 
from the roof top when my parents were there adopting 
me in 2006. We were staying with a friend and every 
morning we would go to the roof and toss bird seed. 
Hundreds of pigeons would gather and feed. Then they 
would all take off together and the wind they created 
would take your breath away.
 When we weren't feeding the 
pigeons I would count the birds in 
the surrounding trees.  For as long as 
I can remember, I have been 
fascinated by birds. When I was first 
adopted we lived in Indiana. My 
grandparents lived on a farm and we 
would pay attention to the birds in 
their backyard. 

What got you started birding?  Was 
there a particular bird, experience, 
or teacher/mentor? 

 We moved to my mom's family 
farm in 2007. My uncle,  Aaron 
BreMiller, taught me to bird. He 

showed me all the different aspects of birds and how to 
identify them. We are neighbors so we can go for walks 
and look for birds together. Uncle Aaron was my 
mentor and made me the birder I am today. 
 Another person who helped shape who I am as a 
birder, is Tye Jeske, who is Aaron's nephew. Tye has 
invited me to go birding together and he also shaped 
me as a birder. 

What was your most recent lifer in Oregon? 

 My most recent lifer in Oregon was seeing a 
White-headed Woodpecker with Tye. We were at 
Shevlin Park in Central Oregon this past summer on a 
birding trip. 

What has been your most memorable birding 
experience so far? 

 I have loved all my birding experiences, but my 
top three are Arizona, Montana and Boston. I had the 
opportunity to go to Arizona with Tye. We went to Reid 
Park in Tucson. It was in Arizona that I saw my first 
Hooded Oriole.  
 This past summer I got to visit my Aunt and Uncle 
in Boston, Massachusetts.  They took me to Cape Cod 
where I got to experience a whole new variety of birds. 
In Boston we went to Wellfleet. 
 At the end of this past summer our family went to 
Glacier National Park. It was a great opportunity. I got 
to see a Spruce Grouse at Glacier. Going to Arizona 
was probably my top birding experience!

What kind of birding related activities have you done? 

    I have done the Dallas Christmas 
Bird Count in Polk County. I did a 
Yamhill County Count with Floyd 
Schrock of McMinnville. Tye and I 
also got to do the Hell's Canyon 
Count in 2013.

Name one other interesting thing 
about you that may or may not relate 
to birding. 

    I love to draw.  I mostly draw birds. 
This helps me remember what birds 
look like and how to identify. I like 
my tablet and bird books when we go 
in the car or have to wait somewhere 

Age: 12
Grade 7, Sheridan Japanese School
Parents: Tony and Brenda Kauffman

Saroj 
Kauffman 

The Next Generation 

interviewed by 
Mitch Ratzlaff

Barn Owl - Saroj Kauffman
continued on p. 67
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How old were you when you started birding? 

 I was probably about 12 or 13 when I really got 
into birding, although I did a little before that.
 
What got you interested in birding?  Was there a 
particular bird, experience, or mentor? 

 Well both my parents are birders and we always 
spent a lot of time outdoors so it was kind of natural 
for me to become a birder.
 
What is it that you enjoy most about birding?
 
 I love just being outside and around birds. Also the 
thrill of chasing a rarity or looking for a life bird is 
always fun.
 
What was your most recent life bird in Oregon? 

 Semipalmated Sandpiper at Summer Lake back in 
June.
 
What is your favorite place to go birding in Oregon 
and why? 

 Probably Malheur NWR and that area. There's just 
such a diverse spread of habitats, from Steens, to the 
sagebrush flats, to Ponderosa Pine, Juniper,  Marsh.  It's 
all there.

 
If you could go anywhere in the world to bird, where 
would it be?  Why would you like to go there?

 Hmm.... Maybe the European Alps.  I'd love to see 
a Wallcreeper or a Lammergeier and there's just some 
amazing scenery there.
 
Name one other interesting thing about you that may 
or may not relate to birding. 

 The last two summers I've spent a week in 
Montana doing trail crews on the Continental Divide 
Trail.
 
Are you planning a 
career related to birds 
or the natural world?  
If so, what field of study 
do you plan to pursue? 

 Y e a h a t t h e 
moment at least. I'd like 
t o s t u d y w i l d l i f e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d 
computer mapping.

  

Age: 17  
Junior, Franklin High School (Portland)
Parents: Rachel White and Eric Scheuering

Miles Scheuering  

The Next Generation 

interviewed by 
Tim Janzen

Saroj Kauffman continued

so I can study and draw while we wait. 

Are you planning a career related to birds or the 
natural world? Do you think you will go to college 
to study birds?  Any idea where? 

I do not yet know exactly what I want to study in 
college. But no matter what I choose to study, I 
still want it to be connected with my passion for 
birds. 
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What got you started birding, and how long have you been 
birding?

 I technically started birding when I was about two.  It all 
started when Dad decided that I was old enough to be put in 
a backpack and we hiked up Coxcomb Hill together. Some of 
my earliest memories are of my Dad, waist deep in non-
native bushes and calling birds.  My Dad and I went birding 
on  the days when Mom was working and I wasn’t  in pre-
school.  Dad and I always had great adventures together, and 
I always like to go out and about.  So, I guess that means that 
I’ve been birding for almost fourteen years. 

What has been your most memorable birding experience so 
far?

 That’s easy:  I recently took a trip to Costa Rica with my 
school.  The first morning we were there, after an  evening 
flight in, it  was about six-thirty in the morning.  Our tour 
guide had gotten us up  at a ridiculous hour so that we could 
be out and ready to be on the road by eight. I walked into the 
lobby and saw Lee Cain, one of the group leaders.  “Hey, 
Lee. Have you seen Dad?” I asked him.  “He’s  down in  the 
courtyard,” Lee replied. 
 I went  to one of the balconies and peered down into the 
courtyard. Sure enough, there was Dad, standing with his 
head craned up into the big, old tree. I walked down to him 
and heard him saying bird names and counting silently.  
”Kiskadees,” he said to me. “And Clay-colored Robins. And 
parrots.”

What was your most recent lifer in Oregon?

 I don’t really count  a bird as a lifer or non-lifer when I 
see it. I do keep a list, but it’s in my head. I honestly can’t 
say what my most recent lifer is, because I don’t  keep  track 
of birds like that.

What kind of  birding-related activities have you done? Do 
you draw, photograph, or keep a journal? Do you volunteer, 
participate in bird counts, or do bird banding?

 Actually, I do most of those! I enjoy drawing and 
photography, even if most of my pictures don’t end up 
having birds in them.  I also like volunteering for Sharnelle 
Fee, who runs the North Coast Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center. I have spent many happy hours chopping up fish and 
cleaning cages. 
 I also  have been helping with the Clatsop County  
Christmas Bird Count for the last couple of years, which I 
love to do (even though I haven’t made it past  noon yet - I 
don’t think there’s ever been a teenager who was meant to 
get up at four in the morning).  
 I also help out with bird banding in the summer when 
I’m not  working. That’s something I’m good at waking up 
for! 

Name one other interesting thing about you that may or may 
not relate to birding.

 I am an admirer of fantasy. I love writing and drawing 
it, and I draw almost all of my inspiration from the natural 
world and my life. 

Are you planning a career related to birds or the natural 
world? Do you think you will go to college to study birds? 
Where?

 I want to  work with birds when I’m older, yes, whether 
this  means studying them in the wild or training and caring 
for them in captivity. I plan on going  to Oregon State 
University and getting a degree in biology. 
 I’d also like to spend a semester abroad in Costa Rica 
working with a program there called ARA, which is a 
breeding facility for Scarlet  and Green Macaws. They work 
on  raising young macaws to be released into the wild, hoping 
to  stabilize the population. I would love to do something in 
my life with birds, because they’ve always been there. 

The Next Generation 
Age: 16  
Grade 10 (Astoria High School)
Parents: Mike and Teresa Patterson

Michelle Patterson
 
interviewed by Diana Byrne
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 As president of OBA, it’s been a goal of mine to 
make Oregon Birds more available, by putting it online 
and moving physical copies into libraries. A related 
project was to update the Oregon Birds index that Alan 
Contreras produced in 1997. These projects converged 
when Nathan Mealey responded to my OBOL message 
seeking a volunteer indexer. He described himself as “a 
librarian at Portland State University, and an avid 
birder.” In his message he also said that PSU had some 
volumes of Oregon Birds. Ultimately the index was 
updated by Linda Stumbaugh of Peregrine Indexing, 
but the opportunity to fill out the PSU collection was 
still there.
 When I arrived at Branford Price Millar Library 
with additions to their set of Oregon Birds, Nathan had 
set out several beautifully illustrated volumes of bird 
literature from the bequest of David B. Dengler, a PSU 
alumnus, class of 1977. The librarians didn’t know 
anything about Dengler himself, leaving with us only 
t h e o b v i o u s ,  t h a t h e c o l l e c t e d 
ornithological titles and had the foresight 
to put the university in his will. 
 The books Nathan selected were 
among the most beautifully illustrated 
and the most far-flung in the bequest. 
One of these is J. Fenwick Lansdowne’s 
Birds of the Eastern Forest, portraits of 
woodland birds the eastern U.S., such as 
the Woodcock. Each color plate is 
preceded by rough pencil studies that led 
to the final version, as beautiful in their 
roughness as the paintings are in their 
fine detail. Another is Birds of Ceylon, 
by G.M. Henry,  a handbook like a 
hardbound Peterson guide, except that 
the color plates are of brilliant tropical 
species. He also set out John Gould’s 
posthumous 1883 Birds of Asia, the 
gorgeous Kingfishers and Related Birds 
of Joseph Michael Forshaw, and Life of 
the Woodpecker by Alexander Skutch. 
	   Later I returned to PSU to visit the 
ornithology section, on the west side of 
the 5th floor.  David B.  Dengler’s nearly 
175 books are shelved here, among 
books by mainstays of their regions, 
authors like David Bannerman, whose 
Birds of the British Isles runs to 12 
volumes, Mark Catesby,  who painted 
American birds before Audubon, and 

familiar names in the bird literature of Northwest. 
There are bound collections of journals named for 
birds: Auk, Condor,  Ibis,  Emu, and those named for 
ornithologists: Audubon, Wilson Bulletin. With them is 
Oregon Birds. 
 Dengler’s collection is heavy on books treating the 
birds of regions and countries. Many titles are in the 
form “Birds of _______,” from Birds of Sikkim by 
Salim Ali, to Birds of the Tri-Cities and Vicinity by 
Howard R.  Ennor.  There are birds of Africa, Guam, 
Lebanon, Thailand, Panama, China, Cyprus, Maine, 
and many more, including the parody volume Another 
Field Guide to Little-known & Seldom-seen Birds of 
North America. 
 He gave PSU titles on swans,  shorebirds, seabirds, 
songbirds, owls, and trogons, to name a few. Whether 
David Dengler visited any, all,  or a fraction of these 
places, or saw many of these species, I don’t know, but 
now we can enjoy these books in the library.

An Addition to the Ornithology Section at Portland State University Library 

Pamela Johnston

Before	  you	  fly	  away,	  
let	  us	  know	  your	  
new	  address,	  at	  
www.orbirds.org
	  

Moving?

http://portlandstate.worldcat.org/title/birds-of-asia/oclc/1269654&referer=brief_results
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Annual Meeting: Bandon

Pamela Johnston

 The Annual Meeting was held at Bandon this year, 
thanks to the efforts of Harv Schubothe and Tim 
Rodenkirk. Taking advantage of the nearby Betty Kay 
charter, they arranged a Friday pelagic trip. As Tim 
said of the conditions, “The forecast [Thursday] night 
and [Friday morning] was for a small craft advisory 
and I was thinking the trip [might] be cancelled but it 
turned out to be one of the best Coos trips I have been 
on.” 
 They travelled 9 1/2 hours, reaching 27 miles and 
a depth of 3800 feet, but “it was essentially birdy the 
entire trip, with the first Shearwaters just past the 
jetties and a Skua within a few miles of shore.”  The 
bird list included a full complement of Jaeger species 
and South Polar Skua,  from 10 to 25 of each; 
Shearwaters including Pink-footed, Buller’s, and one 
Flesh-footed; about 60 Sabine’s Gull; Arctic,  Elegant, 
Common, and Caspian Terns, and Storm-petrels, 
including 35 Fork-tailed, one Leach’s, and 4 Ashy 
Storm-petrel,  of which there is only one previous 
Coos Co. record. Obviously, it was an exciting time 

for those aboard. Guiding were Tim, Russ Namitz, 
and Tim Shelmerdine of The Bird Guide. 
 A social hour at Bandon Community Center 
brought us together,  with beverage service provided 
by Eric Clough and Rick Foster of Cape Arago 
Audubon Society. After dinner, Roy Lowe spoke. 
“Three Decades of Seabird Conservation on the 
Oregon Coast” describes not just Roy Lowe’s talk, 
but also his career with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 
 After conducting or directing nesting bird surveys 
of the offshore rocks of the Oregon Coast National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex since 1979, making visits 
to rocks both steep, slick, and by definition 
surrounded by water, accessed by helicopter, boat, or 
swimming, Roy is steeped in the subject. He 
introduced the offshore rocks comprising the refuge 
with beautiful aerial photos taken on bright sunny 
days. 
 The lovely travelogue effect was deceptive, 
because conducting bird surveys takes enormous care 
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to study the nesting birds without damaging their 
colonies, requiring a combination of ingenuity, 
daring,  and thoroughness. He also detailed recent 
Bald Eagle predation on Common Murre colonies and 
the emergence of predation by Brown Pelicans, 
pointing out that the relationship of these species is 
only known in any detail in the last 30 years. We 
know that Common Murre numbers are dropping, but 
the eventual outcome is not foreseeable.
 We had excellent weather for the field trips. On 
Saturday, birders visited sites between Bandon Marsh 
NWR and the South Jetty of the Coquille with Harv 
Schubothe and Roy Lowe, who showed us the nearby 
rocks of the Oregon Coast National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex, and the ongoing Ni-les’tun Tidal Marsh 
Restoration north of town, a former dairy farm that 
now hosts juvenile salmon as well as a variety of 
birds. 
 Russ Namitz lead the southern trip, to the famous 
blue silos on Floras Lake Loop Rd., Floras Lake and 
campground, the Floras Creek mouth, where Floras 
Lake Creek and Floras Creek converge to create New 
River, and the nearby ocean beach in Curry Co. The 
more exciting birds seen include Lapland Longspur, 

Say’s Phoebe, American Golden Plover, Elegant Tern, 
and Black Turnstone. On Sunday, Tim Rodenkirk 
took over from Roy and birders switched 
destinations.
 Although it’s not usually done here, I am going to 
give an account of the business meeting. In 2013, I 
mentioned that we had been operating in violation of 
our bylaws, and during this year we addressed that, 
moving Harv Schubothe into the treasurer’s job, 
appointing Tim Blount to fill Harv’s board position, 
and writing revisions to the bylaws. 

 These were mailed to members in advance of the 
meeting, as is required. We reviewed them with those 
present and they were unanimously accepted with 
brief discussion. They define the term of membership 
as a calendar year,  clarify the function of the 
treasurer,  and allow us to send correspondence such 
as these bylaws revisions by electronic as well as 
postal mail. 
 Harv Schubothe gave us a brief treasurer’s report, 
saying that due to the delayed production of Oregon 
Birds and the fall Annual Meeting, we had had no 
major expenditures up to this point, and plentiful 
assets to meet the expected costs. Due to the changed 
board membership, we did not have the minutes of 
the 2013 meeting to discuss, and due to my own error, 
we will not have minutes from this meeting to review 
in 2015, thus this summary. 
 Anne Heyerly has resigned as membership 
secretary and Dawn Villaescusa has stepped forward 
to take on the job. We thank Anne for her many years 
or service and welcome Dawn. We thank Tom Shreve 
and Rhett Wilkins for their board service as well. 
Nominations to the board of directors occurred during 
the business meeting. The results of the election will 
be known before you read this.
 Dan Gleason spoke following the business 
meeting. His title was “It’s Not in My Field Guide.” 
He took that phrase in several directions,  some quite 
unexpected.  We have all spoken at some time with a 
person who wants to know the name of a bird that 
they have seen but cannot describe. 
 Dan addressed this situation with several examples 
of photo-shopped Robins, including a candy-apple 
red Goliath with a long, long bill. His slides ranged 
between informative, hilarious, and challenging. How 
hard do you look at familiar birds? How well can you 
describe a Robin? He went on to address many more 
bird-related myths and misunderstandings,  and in his 
words, “some of the adaptations and behaviors that 
aren't in the guides.” His lively and committed 
manner,  ideas,  and illustrations made for an engaging 
and enjoyable presentation. 
 After Sunday birding trips, we turned homeward. 
Thank you to all who attended and all those named 
above. Next June, come join us in the Roseburg area!

The Treasurer’s Report will appear in 
the next Oregon Birds.
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In Memoriam

Fred Chancey 1946-2014

Our friend, Fred, was a Renaissance 
Man.  We remember Fred for so many 
things, public and personal.  A few?  
His ability to place birding in its broad, 
conservation context.  The breadth and 
unconventionality of his intellectual 
exploration, conversation, and story-
telling.  His support of community.  His 
friendship and generosity.

I remember Fred for:

ñ being a “regular” at 
Wednesday Morning and 
SWOC

ñ years of leading CBC areas 
near Fern Ridge and Florence

ñ being the “go-to” guy to 
explain the geologic and 
biologic context of our 
birding

ñ carrying ancient, beat-up 
Bausch & Lombs, still clear 
and sharp!

ñ the 50% rule that half the 
birds are brighter, half duller, 
than what the book shows

ñ knowing and moderating 
invasive flora and fauna

! Fred was my writing 
professor at Chemeketa over 
30 years ago but I didn't 
reconnect with him until the 
last 4 years. I was tying flies 
at a fly tying and fly 
fishing  event in Albany and 
Fred came up and introduced 
himself. I remembered him 
and we started chatting. 
! He had read many of my 
flyfishing articles published 
in Northwest Flyfishing 
magazine and I could tell he 
felt an incredible amount of 
pride that one of his students 
had 'made it'. I tried to tell 
him that I had a really good 
editor but I didn't push that 
too hard because he was truly 
proud. 
! We stayed connected 
through fly fishing and then I 
began posting on OBOL and 
discovered we shared a love 
of birding. Fred and I went 
birding on Steens Mountain 
last year and here is a photo I 
took of him up on top. A 
fitting thought   for Fred... up 
on top. - Tim Blount
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I remember Fred for:

ñ being the one who could always initiate intelligent 
conversation about birding, current events, politics, 
literature, philosophy, history, science, cosmology, 
cowboy poetry,  Laotian  coroner mysteries, 
culinary considerations for New York vs. Chicago 
hot dogs, even Farallon Island shark research

ñ being able to tell a delightful story about our 
birding friends, (anonymous) students, birding 
expeditions, travel, unconventional cuisine

ñ his uncanny ability to pick up the thread of a story 
without missing a beat despite a half dozen bird 
sighting interruptions

I remember Fred for:

ñ not being a limelight kind of guy, but still being the 
one to secure the table at the coffee shop or helping 
keep SWOC going through venue changes or 
helping the Boy Scouts keep their camping 
jamborees functional

ñ attending and supporting Cowboy Poetry 
gatherings, exalting in their ambiance

ñ using his U.S. County Life List as a convenient 
excuse to bird and visit family and untold numbers 
of friends across the country

But mostly I remember Fred for:

ñ his friendship
ñ his generosity with that most personal, precious, 

and non-transferable of things:  his personal time:  
the time it took to listen to you, remember what 
you said, infer your interests, and then engage you 
directly and meaningfully.  He might simply bring 
you a book, but sly fox as so many literature 
professors are, he'd merely tell you to pass it on, 
making you now listen to others, remember, relate, 
and give.

Eugene Birders, Friends of Fred

Extracted from Fred’s Chicago obituary by Joe Prendergast

Fred spent his childhood in Maywood, Illinois, a 
working class community bordering Chicago. By the 
mid ‘70s Fred had had enough of city living, its crowds 
and concrete, its traffic and pollution. He wanted to be 
close to mountains and trees, the ocean, and most of all, 
birds.

Fred’s passion compelled him to travel to such places as 
Alaska, Hawaii, New Jersey, Wisconsin, Illinois, Quebec, 
Italy, France, Iceland, Greenland, Ecuador, and the 
Galapagos Islands. Fred would travel by any means to 
find a bird, by bus, by train or by airplane, whatever 
was available, but ultimately on foot. He loved to be in 
the woods. He once “borrowed” a colleague’s car  and 
slipped out of school during a break to look for a bird he 
had never seen before. The car was safely returned to 
the parking lot before the final bell, and Fred smiled and 
tugged at his beard with a grin.

Fred’s passion for birding naturally led to an important 
role with the Boy Scouts of America. Fred became a 
national figure in the organization, a Western Regional 
Camp Inspector, and a Vigil  in the Order of the Arrow. 
He was a founding member of the Santiam Fly Casters 
and the Cascade Family Fly Fishers.

Fred was an aficionado of American Cowboy Poetry. In 
fact, as long as they were well written, he was an avid 
reader of all kinds of books, but especially Moby Dick.

In 1980, Fred began a  long career at Chemeketa 
Community College. It was a  perfect fit for the man 
from working class Maywood. Here he could teach 
technical writing to industry-bound students. He 
treated them with dignity and respect. He devoted his 
life to developing their talents and nurturing their 
minds. Even after his retirement in 2007, Fred continued 
to work as an adjunct professor at Chemeketa, such was 
his devotion to his students. 

An old friend from Illinois, Dale Coventry, probably 
speaks for a lot of Fred’s friends. “What really pisses me 
off,” Dale said, "All  that knowledge, the information, 
the stories, it’s all gone. He was an interesting guy. He 
did stuff. It’s all in the ether now.”

Fred Chancey is survived by his two sons, Jonathan 
Charles Chancey and Phillip Bennet Chancey, their 
mother, Barbara van Scoyk, his sister, June Chancey 
Weaver, his brother, David L. Chancey, four nephews, 
and nine great-nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam
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 Alice Lucille Ray Forbes Parker passed away 
peacefully on September 11, 2014. Alice was born on 
October 22, 1920, to Leonard Louis Ray and Margaret 
Lucile York Ray, of Medford, Oregon, in Detroit, 
Michigan, where her parents were living at the time. She 
had her 4th birthday on the trip back home to Medford.
 Alice married Donald Alfred Forbes of Jacksonville, 
Oregon on January 3, 1941 in Medford. They had one 
daughter, Barbara Jean.  Mr.  Forbes was killed in an 
automobile accident on February 12, 1954. After Alice 
was released from the hospital, she went back to school 
and got her teaching license. In 1957 she moved with her 
daughter to Roseburg, to manage Robertson’s School of 
Business which she later purchased. On September 8, 
1958, Alice married Frederick E. Parker who preceded 
her in death on March 28, 1991.
  Alice had many interests. She and Don square 
danced, fly-fished,  played tennis and were rockhounds. 
She and Fred did lake and ocean fishing, birding, and 
nature photography, specializing in Oregon wildflowers. 
They traveled to indulge all these hobbies–hobbies which 
have benefitted professional and amateur biologists and 
naturalists. For ODFW,  they did censuses of migratory 
bird routes and ran January raptor counts. 
 The Checklist of Douglas County Birds was 
compiled by Alice and Fred. Their photographs of rare 
and endangered flowers educate visitors each year at the 
Glide Wildflower Show. The rest of their thousands of 
wildflower photographs are now in the OSU Herbarium 
collection.
  Alice taught bird identification for UCC and the 
Umpqua Valley Audubon Society from 1976 to 2002,  two 
classes each spring and each fall.  Hundreds of people, 
including USFS staff, learned from Alice to know and 
love birds. In the 1970s, Alice helped gather data and 
campaign for establishment of a Research Natural Area 
around Limpy Rock in the Umpqua National Forest. She 
also worked with the group that helped establish Boulder 
Creek Wilderness in the 1980s. 

 Every summer from 1995 until 2005,  Alice led a 
group of volunteers,  the “bird ladies,” doing bird censuses 
for the Diamond Lake Ranger District, driving 200 miles 
per week on 11 routes–and she loved every minute of it. 
The data they collected helped the Forest Service improve 
forest management.  She also helped create a plan to 
restore Thorn Prairie habitat for its rare birds. In 1993 she 
was awarded the Certificate of Conservation by the 
Douglas County Chapter of the DAR, the State of Oregon 
DAR Award of Conservation, and the National Medal of 
Conservation,  which was awarded at the DAR state 
convention in Medford.
  Alice served 30 years on the Roseburg Park 
Commission, two terms on the Douglas County Museum 
Board, two terms as president of the Umpqua Valley 
Audubon Society, two terms on the Oregon Field 
Ornithologists’ board, two terms as president of Zonta, 
one term as president of the Umpqua Valley Stamp Club, 
and did volunteer work at the Umpqua Valley Art Center. 
 She was a long-time member of St.  Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Roseburg. In later years she added quilting to 
her many interests. Her magnificent wildflower quilt, 
which combined her photography and quilting talents,  is 
displayed at the Glide Wildflower Show each year. But 
birding remained her main interest–feeding birds and 
traveling to look for ones she had never seen. In 2004 in 
Texas, she achieved her life ABA birding goal of 600 
different species within the continental U.S.
  Alice was preceded in death by husbands Donald 
Forbes and Frederick Parker, her parents Leonard and 
Margaret Ray, and two brothers George and Boyd Ray. 
She is survived by her daughter Barbara Jean Forbes 
Conn; four grandchildren: Donald Conn, Susan Conn 
Miller, Carole Conn Whitehead,  and Sandra Conn,  and 
their spouses, four great-grandchildren and two great-
great-grandchildren.
  Contributions in her name may be made to the 
Umpqua Valley Audubon Society or to the Oregon Branch 
of the Nature Conservancy. 

Tiffany Young

Alice Parker 1920-2014

As a young birder growing up in the 1970s and early 
1980s, Fred and Alice Parker were the go-to people for 
me for information about Douglas County birds.  
Many older birders will remember meeting them, Fred 
with his semi-portable breathing system and Alice 
keeping things moving along and well-organized. 
Solid local bird information is based in work done by 
people like Fred and Alice. Bravo to them.

Alan Contreras
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   William Walter 
Price, always known 
as Bill, 70, of 
Beaverton, died at 
home of heart 
d i s e a s e o n 
September 30, 2014.  
Bill was born in 
Port land, OR, 
November 2, 1943, 
to Luther Carrol 

Price and Dorothy Mae Paget.    He graduated from 
Hillsboro High School and attended the University of 
Oregon on a U.S. Bank scholarship.  He earned a BS in 
Economics and a degree in Fire Science. 
! Bill met Marianne Hickson in 1970 and they 
married March 7, 1974.   He served twenty years as a 
Fireman for Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue.   His love 
of nature and the outdoors guided his life.  He climbed 
rocks, mountains, ice and trees and excelled in skiing, 
kayaking and scuba diving. He river rafted most of 
Oregon’s rivers as well as the Grand Canyon and the 
Middle Fork of the Salmon River.  
! A rock climbing injury forced his retirement as a  
Fireman in 1994.  While recovering Bill began a new 
interest, birding, signing up with Oregon Birders on 
Line (OBOL). He was hooked immediately and began 
studying raptors.  Early on in his education he spent a 
lot of time at the newly established Bonney Butte site 
near Mt. Hood, assisting the HawkWatch International 
staff in banding and counting raptors during fall 
migration. He became a regular at camp, always 
showing up with a  full camp-kitchen set up, fresh 
food, good coffee and chocolate.  He made many 
friends there and his camp chili was savored over 
many a fire.  
! He volunteered with the Oregon Eagle Foundation 
from 1996 to 2007 monitoring Bald Eagle nests and 
leading Midwinter Eagle Counts on the Columbia 
River.  He participated in monitoring Peregrine Falcon 
nests and in doing cliff cavity surveys for evidence of 
historic Condor nesting in the Columbia River Gorge.  
His rock, ice and tree climbing skills enabled him to 
make outstanding contributions to U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) Bald Eagle Contaminants 
Projects on the Lower Columbia River.
! When a statewide effort to monitor Golden Eagle 
nests was started in 2011 Bill was first in line to 
volunteer and contributed mightily to the projects’ 
goals of finding, monitoring and banding eagle 
nestlings. Frank Isaacs, the project coordinator, says: 
“Bill was a tireless worker, skilled technician, 
thoughtful researcher and outstanding diplomat. Even 

though he was not trained as a scientist, those qualities 
made him a superb citizen scientist. 
! Bill was always up for an adventure and never 
shied away from a challenge. Above all, Bill was a 
people-person who took every opportunity to involve 
his friends, family, and new acquaintances in the 
activities he loved.”  
! Bill mentored many a young biologist in the field, 
sharing his knowledge, experience and technical skills 
in a  way that brought forth the best in other people.  
Whether leading someone on a rope over a cliff to their 
first nest site or teaching how to use a  spotting scope 
he genuinely felt and shared with others a sense of 
wonder and joy.  
! He loved to come up with solutions to vexing 
situations encountered in fieldwork. He invented a 
parallelogram device attached to a tripod with two 
mounted spotting scopes, allowing two people to see 
the same view simultaneously, something very helpful 
in getting a novice quickly up to speed.
! Like the birds he studied Bill peregrinated to 
favorite haunts far away. He volunteered for the 
Yellowstone Raptor Initiative in Yellowstone National 
Park from 2012 - 2014 to collect eggshell fragments and 
prey remains from nests and trained other biologists in 
safe climbing and nest entry techniques. To expand his 
experience with raptors, Bill traveled to the East Coast 
during autumn of 2012 and 2013 to assist in a long-
term banding study of owls migrating through Cape 
May, New Jersey.
! Bill also volunteered his time and skills beyond the 
study of raptors. He worked extensively with 
Ascending the Giants, a  group of climbers dedicated to 
educating about the importance of old growth trees 
and their ecosystems.    Among many climbs he 
participated in, he was the rigging manager for a 
historic five-day traverse of an oak grove titled 
Treeverse, that was filmed by John Waller of Uncage 
The Soul Productions.  
! He assisted in studies of the arboreal red tree vole 
and volunteered for Whale Watch on the Oregon coast. 
Bill did what he loved to do and he did many, many 
things.  Marianne says “He was just so into everything.  
When he was working on a bird or a tree project he 
was happy.” He lived a life that touched and inspired 
many people and contributed greatly to furthering our 
understanding of raptors and the natural world.  
! Bill will be remembered with fondness, admiration 
and gratitude by those who knew him.  He is survived 
by his wife Marianne Hickson, Beaverton; brother 
Robert Price, Madras; fifteen loving nephews and 
nieces. Predeceased by parents and brothers-Thomas 
Price, 1994; James Price, 2014.  
! Donations to Oregon Eagle Foundation, 
Ascending the Giants or the charity of your choice are 
suggested by the family.    A memorial is tentatively 
planned for June 21, 2015 (summer solstice) at a  site to 
be decided.  -- Steve Engel

In Memoriam

Bill Price 
1943-2014
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 Ultimately, Lilly settled in  Dorris, California, living  in  a 
cabin on the family ranch of her boyfriend Kenneth Gutierrez.  
It is a place surrounded by boundless scenery, open space, 
landscapes to explore and birdlife. During the summer of 2013 
a group of grad students  from the University of Nevada Reno 
came to the door and asked if they might come onto the 
property to band Swainson’s  Hawk nestlings. The nest, which 
Kenneth and Lilly had been watching for weeks, was in a tree 
just  up the hill behind the cabin. Lilly accompanied the 
students to  the nest site and  watched as they scaled the tree 
and captured the still flightless  young hawks. They banded the 
three youngsters, returned them to the nest and let Lilly help 
in  the process. I will never forget the excitement in her voice 
as she described the experience. On the day of her fatal  single-
car accident–23 August 2014–she was out exploring and 
looking for geo-caches at the Lava Beds National Monument. 
Text message exchanges and “selfie” photos that she took 
during her final hours reveal that she was in  her element and 
utterly happy. 
 Over recent years Lilly’s life included very few wasted  
moments. She spent the summer of 2012 and part  of the 
summer of 2013 working Americorps  jobs in the wild lands of 
Colorado and New Mexico, first  with the Rocky Mountain 
Youth Corps (2012) and then with  the Southwest 
Conservation Corps (2013). Her crews camped and worked at 
higher elevations, generally well  above 6000 feet. They did 
back-country trail maintenance all the while wilderness 
camping for 6-10 days  at time with no modern conveniences.  
During time off she and her crew mates went whitewater 
rafting and even climbed Mt. Massive, her first and only 
‘fourteener.’  Lilly returned from these adventures with new-
found confidence and a sense of purpose that  had mostly 
eluded her during her late teens. She also  found love, 
contentment and happiness with Kenneth.  
 While my daughter may not have been well known to 
many in the tight-knit Oregon birding community, her 
untimely death reminds us all that life is fragile and fleeting. 
What we may think is vitally important today may not hold 
much importance tomorrow. As I reflect on my daughter’s life, 
I smile more often than I shed tears. At the time of her death, 
she was a healthy, happy and compassionate young adult. She 
had her eyes focused squarely on a future with Kenneth, who 
was the love of her life. As a parent, I couldn’t have asked for 
more. There is  sadness over what might have been, but I take 
great comfort in having been present for what was. Lilly  was 
like a shooting  star, blazing through the lives of many. We all 
wish  that we could have watched longer, but her family and 
many friends will  be forever thankful that  we were there and 
looking in the right direction as she passed by. 
 Some of Lilly’s ashes  have already been scattered in  
several places in at least four states and they will  be scattered 
in  many more.  Where those tiny bits of organic matter end up 
next is  a mystery, but I like to  think that Lilly would embrace 
the adventure and more than anything else enjoy the freedom 
that comes from being outdoors. 

Dave Irons

 From a very young age, Lilly’s life was devoted to outdoor 
pursuits and building strong bonds with those around her. Once 
you were her friend, you had a loyal friend for life. She enjoyed 
hiking, travel, gardening, camping, and even birding on 
occasion. She accompanied me on many birding adventures and 
would jump at any opportunity to visit  Oregon’s high desert 
country or road trip to see some distant rare bird. She was with 
me when I finally saw my first American Three-toed 
Woodpecker in Oregon. It had  been a long-time jinx bird for me. 
She also got  to see Oregon’s first  Sedge Wren. She even went 
on  a pelagic trip once. She got sick, but rallied and thanked me 
for taking her just  minutes  after we crossed the bar and returned 
to the calm waters of Yaquina Bay. 
 I have two favorite memories of birding with Lilly. The 
first came during a Coos Bay CBC many years ago. Late in the 
day we drove to Barb Griffin’s house in North Bend to see an 
adult male Costa’s Hummingbird that was wintering in her 
neighborhood. As we watched the bird in semi-overcast 
conditions, the light  angle was such that  the gorget looked 
black. As Lilly peered at the bird through our spotting scope, it 
suddenly turned its head and the sunlight hit the gorget just 
right. Lilly had a full body response as the violet iridescence 
popped. 
 Another year, Lilly came with me to do the Brownsville 
CBC.  While we were out owling before dawn, snow started 
falling. By the time we met other counters at the pre-count 
meeting snow was pelting down in large wet flakes. By sunrise 
there was about 4-6 inches of snow on the valley floor, causing 
most of those assembled to  abandon the count  and go home. 
Noah Strycker, Lilly and I were among the very few who went 
out birding that day. We took care to drive slowly and stay on 
the flattest roads in the count circle. By about  10AM it had 
warmed slightly and the snow started melting off the roadways, 
but it was still snowing heavily at higher elevations. 
 Early in the afternoon, Noah’s dad called and told him that 
if he expected to make it home that  night he would need to get 
back to Eugene soon. There was already a foot of snow at their 
home southeast of Creswell and a four-wheel  drive vehicle was 
needed to get up and down their driveway. We drove Noah into 
Eugene and met up with his dad about 2:30. 
 Then, Lilly and I returned  to the count circle and continued 
birding until dark. We ended up seeing 67 species  that day, 
which accounted for nearly the entire list  that the count  got. As 
was her way, Lilly  reveled in the notion  that where others saw 
potential peril, we saw an opportunity for adventure. 

Lillian J. “Lilly” Irons 
1991-2014

The	  love	  that	  asks	  no	  question,	  the	  love	  that	  stands	  the	  test,
That	  lays	  upon	  the	  altar	  the	  dearest	  and	  the	  best.

	   from	  I	  Vow	  to	  Thee	  My	  Country,	  Rice/Holst

Alan	  Contreras

In Memoriam
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